
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From our Principal.…  
 

At the end of four years at St James, and 40 years working as an educator and 

leader in education in State Schools, Catholic Schools and Lutheran Schools, 

our Head of Junior School, Mrs Genevieve Clark will retire at the end of 2018. 

 

Mrs Clark’s wisdom, experience and leadership will be sorely missed by our 

community, but we know that for her and husband Barry, this is an important 

next step in their lives. I know that, just as we have been richly blessed by her 

contribution and service to our community, Mrs Clark’s impact on St James will 

continue on. Her leadership of the Junior School and support of the whole 

school, as it has grown into the school it is today, is immeasurable. 

 

The College will soon embark on an extensive search and recruitment process 

for a new Head of Junior School to begin in 2019. 

 

We wish God’s richest blessings to Mrs Clark and her husband Barry, as they 

move into the next step of their lives in 2019. However, we are blessed to have 

Mrs Clark here for the remainder of 2018, leading and supporting our 

wonderful Junior School staff in the important roles that they have. Of course, 

later in the year we will have an opportunity to farewell Mrs Clark more 

formally. 

 

I wish all our families a safe and happy break, may we all be filled with the 

saving love of Jesus this Easter. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Luke Schoff  

Principal 
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From the Deputy Principal….  
 

Future Schools… 

Last week, I was lucky enough to travel to Melbourne and participate in the 

National Future Schools Conference. It is actually an international conference 

now as many of the delegates that attended were from New Zealand and 

from all parts of Australia as well. Sir Ken Robinson was the lead keynote 

speaker and I was so excited and energised by his address on the first 

morning we were there. He is one of the most influential voices in education 

in our time and you may have already seen or heard one of his TED Talks (Try 

this link if you want to be equally inspired - 

https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_bring_on_the_revolution). 

 

Sir Ken makes the case for a radical shift from standardized schools to 

personalized learning -- creating conditions where kids' natural talents can 

flourish. In his address at our conference, he used the analogy of horticulture 

to explain how society needs to ensure we can provide a most flourishing 

education for our children. He said that most horticulturalists know that to 

gain the greatest quality from your crops, it is essential to ensure that the 

soil is rich and fertile. Makes sense, right? In bringing it back to schools, then, 

the soil is our CULTURE – In Sir Ken’s words, “If we get the culture right, the 

learning will happen…” Sir Ken’s greatest passion is related to the notion of 

creativity and personalised learning, ensuring that every child is challenged 

to develop the skills necessary for life in the 21st Century – collaboration, 

creativity, problem-solving and critical thinking skills. 

 

To quote Sir Ken from his speech last week, he said that the “Aim of 

education is to enable students to understand the world around them and 

the talents within them so that they can become fulfilled and active, 

compassionate citizens…” – That affirms me greatly, as I can connect this 

quote almost directly to the vision and mission at St James, and that our 

direction to provide a wholistic education for all our students, regardless of 

their pathway. Success is not dictated by an end of year result, a grade or an 

exam score. Success is about being a true character of integrity who can 

reach their potential and always strive to serve our world in the way God 

created us to. We are truly blessed to be I such an innovative and dynamic 

environment at St James and I am continually inspired by all our staff and 

students every day… even more than Sir Ken did! 

 

I wish all our families a blessed Easter break and look forward to seeing you 

all at our Parent Teacher Interviews in Week 1 next term. 

God bless 

 

Kelly Stirling  

Deputy Principal 
 

http://www.inspirephotography.com.au/
http://www.blueskydental.com.au/
http://www.allpoolservicing.com.au/
http://www.bodyinmotionphysio.com.au/
https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_bring_on_the_revolution


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From our Head of Junior School…  
 

As the term closes I have reflected on what wonderful blessings the Junior 

School has experienced so far in 2018. 

 A strong team of teachers and teacher aides who are dedicated to 

facilitating and supporting classroom learning and working together 

as a team to support children, parents and each other 

 Beautiful children who delight at being at school and greet me with 

warm hello’s and wide smiles 

 Children who mostly get along together in the playground, caring for 

each other and being inclusive and kind 

 Wonderfully interesting classrooms where we strive to support every 

individual, as best we can, providing adjustments to their learning and 

choices where possible 

 Supportive parents work together with us and trust in our processes  

 Parents who speak highly of the school in the community and 

encourage others to enroll.  

 A chance to worship with teachers, children and some parents, twice 

a week – what a privilege and an absolute joy to sing (sometimes I 

love to just listen to the singing), praise and learn more about God 

together 

I feel blessed.  And, in this season of Easter, I thank God that I am part of a 

caring Christian community, celebrating God’s love.  He sent His own son to 

the cross that we might be forgiven and walk into heaven one glorious day.  

I hope this term that you too have felt many blessings.  I pray your Easter is 

also a time you might be able reflect on the many blessings that come from 

knowing our Lord and Saviour.   I wish you a very happy holiday as you join 

family and friends to celebrate, rest and relax together. 

God bless, 

Genevieve Clark 

HOJS 

Place your business 

advertisement here.   

For more information go 

to our website 

Advertising Opportunities 

http://www.stjameslc.qld.edu.au/advertising-opportunities-1


 

From Our Pastor… 

God’s blessing and peace be with you over this weekend. 

Some women went down to the cemetery on Sunday 

morning, to tend Jesus’ tomb.  The ground shook and 

they saw one of God’s angels.  The angel said to the 

women, “Don’t be afraid.  Jesus isn’t here – he’s been 

raised from the dead”.  As they ran to tell the others, 

they saw Jesus myself face-to-face and worshiped him. 

That changed everything. 

A cemetery is the place where we lay those we loved to 

rest.  It’s a place that is final.  The angel told the women 

that they wouldn’t find Jesus there.  What once seemed 

final, was now open-ended.  It wasn’t just his memory, 

or his teachings, or his achievements in his life that 

lasted – it is Jesus himself who lives and continues to 

live. 

On Good Friday, God addresses our human experiences 

of sin, shame, grief, death and evil.  He took that on 

himself, when Jesus died for us on the cross.  When 

Jesus rose from the dead, he shows that that these 

things aren’t final anymore, but rather in all these things 

God continues to work life, life beyond the grave. 

Over Good Friday and Easter, may find you find time 

both for profound reflection, and for joyful celebration 

knowing that Jesus has conquered death itself.   

Over the Easter weekend, all the Christian Churches will 

be sharing the message of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection.  If you don’t have a place of worship, our 

services here at St James are: 

Maundy Thursday, 7pm, remembering the Last Supper 

and the beginning of Jesus path to the cross. 

Good Friday, 8:30am, a profound and solemn moment, 

that we reflect that Jesus died for all people 

Easter, Sunday 8:30am, the celebration of Jesus’ life, and 

his victory for us. 

God bless 

Pastor Will 

College Leaders 
Attend training day 
 
On Friday evening the 
16th of March, eight 
students from the Yr. 11 
and 12 cohort, plus one 
year 10, travelled to 
Brisbane to attend a 

training event called Elevation Training 2018. Elevation 
Training is a combined effort of Lutheran Youth 
Queensland, Anglican Church Southern Queensland 
Diocese and The Uniting Church of Australia Queensland 
Synod, offering training courses on leadership and 
evangelism. After an overnight stay at the Brisbane city 
YHA, we travelled to Good News Lutheran School at 
Middle Park where we attended electives including 
Leadership 101, Intergenerational Youth Ministry, 
Programming for Biblical Youth Ministry, Evangelism for 
Introverts, Developing Young Leaders, Heating up your D 
& Ms, Youth begins with ‘Y’, Enabling young people to 
find God in pop culture, Ice Breakers, and Starting 
something New. 
 
One of the attendees said, “Elevation gave me a great 
introduction to the Christian faith and was a non-
threatening environment for people questioning and 
searching. The presenters seemed really quite genuine in 
their presentations.” 
 
Another said, “‘Starting Something New’ was really 

useful for what I intend to bring back to school. It was 

very informative and practical. There were a lot of deep 

conversation.  The journey down and back was full of D 

and Ms. We travelled with a fantastic bunch of fellow 

students.”  

Both Mr Payne and myself were so blessed to be in the 

bus to listen in as these guys sang, discussed some deep 

questions, laughed and sang and sang and sang some 

more. When talking with them during the day and 

following the event, we could feel their excitement 

radiate and I know a number of them have already 

accosted Mr Schoff with their ideas and enthusiasm as 

they lead the student body forward. 

David Grieger 

Christian Studies Key Teacher – Tech Studies 

 



 

CHRISTIAN LIFE WEEK WINTER CAMPS…      Lutheran Youth of Queensland 

These exciting and uplifting camps are on again and are open to students from year 7 through to year 12.  A personal 

testimony reads: “A super fun week with lots of games and activities and at the end of the week you feel like all of the 

rest of the campers are your family. CLW Camper.  

That testimony is one of the reasons many students from St James have attended these camps over the years and then go 

back year after year. Students go because they experience a community of love and friendship and are surrounded by 

leaders who care. They go because they make great friends and love to meet up with them again and again.  

There are a number of camps that are on offer and held at the Sunshine Coast at Luther Heights Camp site and at 

‘Koojarewon’ near Toowoomba. If you would like your child or children to attend these camps, then get on the website 

and book in before the 4th of June to get the early bird rate of $320. Get your kids talking to their friends and encourage 

them to go. Many of our students attend the Darling Downs camps at Koojarewon and with sufficient numbers attending, 

the College will provide a bus to transport students there and back.  (The students who have already indicated they are 

going are attending week ‘B’ at Koojarewon)  

Check out the website at http://lyq.org.au/camps-events/2018/winter-christian-life-week?eventId=6 for all the details 

and for the on-line registration.                                                   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW and EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENT!!  A Winter KID’S CAMP 

Due to the huge popularity of the summer Kid’s Camps, LYQ are now opening up a winter camp for year’s 3-6 students. 

This camp runs from 2-6th July and is held at Luther Heights campground, Coolum. These camps cost $320 for the first 30 

campers to book. Check this camp out at http://lyq.org.au/camps-events/2018/winter-kids-camp-2018 

                                

Should you find that the cost of these camps is prohibitive and still would like your child to attend, please ask Mr Grieger or 

enquire at the College office as there are a number of subsidies available to eligible applicants.  We know how good these 

camps are and really want to support all students who want to be there. They are just sooo good.  

http://lyq.org.au/camps-events/2018/winter-christian-life-week?eventId=6
http://lyq.org.au/camps-events/2018/winter-kids-camp-2018


 

 


