Issue 7 – 4th May 2018

Upcoming
events

From our Principal.…
Thankfulness….
I’m reminded every time I look at the cluster of staff photos of St James that
adorn the staff lounge of how blessed this community has been with such
wonderful and dedicated staff over the years.
The College has certainly changed and grown overtime, going from strength to
strength. Central to that have been the staff. However, as time goes on, staff
do change and move – for various reasons.
A change for us will occur next year as our long serving Head of Learning
Central, Ann Fleming will retire. 2018 will mark the last year that Ann is with
us, and I am so thankful for the incredible service over a long period of time,
that Ann has given to the College.
From the early days when Ann took up the position of special education
teacher and then the Head of Junior School she developed the Junior School
from a small beginning school to an established Junior School with consistent
structures and support for students and teachers. Later in 2015 she took a
leading role as Head of Learning Central and again built programs, expectations
and support that resulted in better and improved ways of ensuring that all
students get what they need.
On behalf of the College community, I thank Ann for her tireless effort, support
and commitment to the College over a long and important period of time. We
wish Ann and Andy all the best as they move into a new chapter for Ann. Later
in the school year, we will be able to farewell Ann more formally at an
appropriate College event.

7th May
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Labour Day
9th – 11th May
Yr4 Camp
9th – 11th May
Yr’s 10-12
Michelle Mitchell Visit
14th – 18th May
NAPLAN Week
Yr’s 3, 5, 7 & 9
21st – 24th May
Yr11 Combined Science
Camp – 1770
21st – 24th May
Year 12 Camp – Brisbane
22nd – 24th May
Yr6 Camp – Noosa North
Shore

Blessings,

23rd May
Under 8’s Day

Luke Schoff
Principal

25th May
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Fraser Coast Show Day

From the Deputy Principal….
Year 10 Work Experience
Reminder to all Year 10 families that Work Experience placements should be
almost finalised in preparation for Week 9. Students have been given
paperwork and have been asked to contact potential employers to seek
placement and learn about work life in a field of interest and possible future
career pathway. Mrs Fiona Aulsebrook as our VET Coordinator is a great source
of contact for any students who may be unsure of where to look or to ask for
some support from. It is a compulsory aspect of our co-curricular program and a
great opportunity and experience for all students.
Year 11 and 12 Exam Block
Also in Week 9 this term, our Year 11 and 12s will be offsite studying for their
upcoming exams that week. Students will not attend normal classes but will
follow and exam timetable which will communicated to families in coming
weeks. I encourage all students to continue their focus on studying at home in
preparation. All students should have a clearly planned Study Timetable and
dedicated space at home to revise. Year 11 and 12 Study Club runs in the
College Library every Wednesday from 3:15pm to 6:00pm each week.
Here is a link to top study hints when preparing for exams:
https://www.goconqr.com/en/examtime/blog/study-hacks/
NAPLAN – Years 3, 5, 7, 9
In Week 5 (15th- 17th May) the National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be undertaken by students in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9.
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that are essential for every child
to progress through school and life. Students participate in the
annual NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling,
grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. The tests provide parents and
schools with an understanding of how individual students are performing at the
time of the tests. NAPLAN tests are just one aspect of a school’s assessment and
reporting process; they do not replace ongoing assessments made by teachers
about student performance. NAPLAN tests also provide schools, education
authorities and governments with information about how education programs
are working and whether young Australians are meeting important educational
outcomes in literacy and numeracy. On these days students will sit the tests in
their core classes and the school will provide all stationery requirements. If
students are away sick for any of the tests there will be a catch up days
throughout the week of NAPLAN up to and including Friday 18th May.
The link below will provide you with some additional information
about NAPLAN testing.
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-documentlibrary/naplan-2018-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2
God bless,
Kelly Stirling
Deputy Principal

From our Head of Junior School…
continued from Issue 6 20th April 2018………
10 Ways for Parents to Encourage Children to Read
6. Let them use e-readers E-readers can be adapted to each person’s specific
needs. If you have a kid who needs larger font or less lines per page in order
to improve their reading ability, e-readers are perfectly suited to this kind of
tailoring. E-readers are adaptive for students with learning disabilities as well,
and can help level the playing field for children who learn differently.
7. Let them choose what they read Reading for pleasure is one of the best
ways for a child to improve his performance at school, but teaching a child to
love reading involves a lot more than simply handing him a book. Letting
children have choices in their reading material goes a long way in raising lifelong readers. Kids who choose what they read, regardless of whether it’s a
novel, a comic book, or a magazine, are more engaged with what they are
reading and more likely to retain the information.
8. Help them choose age-appropriate books Help your kids choose ageappropriate books on topics that interest them to spark a passion for reading.
Take them to the library or even show them e-readers that provide entire
libraries of options at the touch of the screen. Access to a wide-variety of
options helps make it easier for parents to help their children find the
stories that give them that toehold into the world of reading.
9. Make use of gadgets and creative apps Your smartphone or tablets can be
used to install useful reading apps where kids can have safe spaces for
reading without parents worrying about what they might come across online.
Parents are able to choose what their children can access, as well as how long
they can do different activities with timer features.
10. Show interest in your child’s reading Your response or feedback has a
strong effect on how hard they will try to become good readers. Always
remember to give them genuine praise for their efforts.
Happy reading,
Mrs Clark
HOJS

From our Library…
Overdue resources
We are excited to now be able to email overdue notices home. This means that students in Years 6-12 will receive an
email when their library books are 1 week overdue. When they are two weeks overdue, both the student and parent will
get an email. When the item is three weeks overdue, an invoice will be emailed and posted home to the family. Students
in Prep to Year 5 will continue to receive a paper slip reminding them of their overdue items.
E-books
Students are able to use their library username and PIN to read
e-books from our online library. New books are released
monthly, with this month’s new releases below. Visit the library
if you need help setting up your e-books.
Premier’s Reading Challenge
The Premier's Reading Challenge is an annual state-wide initiative aiming to improve literacy and
encourage children to read for pleasure and learning. Once again students will be participating in
this challenge. Look out for your challenge pack over the next couple of weeks.
Children on social media
We are continually being introduced to new apps and online platforms which our children are engaging with. Often there
are many others that we haven’t heard of. It is difficult to keep up with the current “trends”, knowing what our children
are using and whether it is appropriate, or safe for them to use. Below are a few useful infographics, illustrating what is
popular at the moment, what to be wary of, and
recommended ages for the most popular apps.
http://www.beachradiovernon.ca/2018/04/09/77638/
Rachel Turpin
Digital Learning Coach

Cambodia Service Learning tour for Year 11
students!
Over many years St James has been partnering with Australian Lutheran World Service in a financial way as they work in
communities regarded as the poorest of the poor. An opportunity has now come our way to go to one of these
communities in Cambodia and learn firsthand what ALWS, and its partner in Cambodia, ‘Life with Dignity’ are doing.

A group of seven students from Year Eleven and four staff will travel to Cambodia during the September holidays. The
group will travel by 4WD out of the capital, Phnom Penh, to spend five days in a village learning about the Cambodian
people, their beliefs and the nation’s human development issues. The group will then tour Pol Pot’s infamous secret
prison, codenamed “S-21” before taking a scenic bus trip to Siem Reap to visit the temples at Angkor Wat.
Over the next few editions of the newsletter we will be introducing the team. Today we introduce three of our members.
My name is Tiff Wardley and I am one of the teachers on the team.
Cambodia has a sordid history. During the Vietnam War conflict was ignited in Cambodia and in 1970 a pro-Western
military government overthrew the long-time ruler. In 1975 Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge guerrillas won the Cambodian Civil
War and enforced a utopian theory. For four years Cambodians struggled for their lives in labour camps and
approximately 25 percent of Cambodia’s total population was buried before the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia ended
the genocide under the Khmer Rouge regime.
Cambodia is still one of the world’s poorest countries and many people continue to live in poverty. Our small group
cannot lift those Cambodians out of poverty by supplying them with a few items we deem as essentials but what we can
do is listen. By listening we can gain an understanding of their needs and give a voice to those who can’t speak for
themselves. We can raise awareness.
My name is Bella Morrissey and I am one of the students in the team.
I think that this experience will enable me by giving me a different perspective on the issue of poverty,
and I believe that to be able to see the effect of poverty with my own eyes will be a lot more impacting
and real. By being able to experience something like this first hand, I think that it will really ignite my
passion to help people, and make me want to take much more initiative to educate and make others
much more aware of the issue of poverty. I am already very keen to help with the issue but sometimes
it’s hard knowing where to start and what to do, and I believe that this experience might be able to show me how I can
help.
My name is Elysia Painter and I am one of the students in the team going to Cambodia this year.
I am really excited to be going because it will be amazing to experience a new culture and learn from the
Cambodian people. Having the opportunity to meet the people who live in the villages is a privilege and I
can’t wait to talk to and play with the children. '
Please pray for these team members
David Grieger

Did you know…

Building Projects Update

As the College continues to streamline communication
between home and the College families can now update
medical details, update contact information, access
school reports, access permission notes and see your
child’s timetable to name a few on Parent Lounge?

Once again after 18 months of planning we go into busy
‘building phase’.

https://stjameslctass.lils.edu.au/parentlounge/login.cfm
If need help logging on please contact the College

The College has recently appointed Torbay Constructions
to oversee the construction of:




A Student Amenities Block adjacent to the COLA
An extension to our existing Resource Centre
(Library) to support senior student studies
And a complete renovation of the Year 4, 5 and
6 Classrooms

The total cost of these three projects is just over $2.3M
with an approximate $950,000 Commonwealth
Government funding grant supporting the build.
We are planning for the Student Amenities Block and
Resource Centre (Library) extension to be built
concurrently and ready for use early in Term 3. The
renovations to the Year 4, 5 and 6 Classrooms will then
commence and should be completed early Term 4.
Stay tuned for what is planned for 2019

LLL School Banking
Top 5 tips to teach kids about
money…

Coming Up…

Do your kids understand money? I mean, really
understand it?
Probably not; most of them don’t. That’s because we
pay for things with a swipe or a tap, and often don’t use
actual cash. School banking rates may also be declining,
because finding cash on the day can be inconvenient.
The risk we run by not teaching our kids about money, is
that they’ll can fall into the credit card trap when they
turn 18, and begin their adult lives in a world of debt.
Here are 5 suggestions for teaching your children BASIC
financial skills:
1. Get them into school banking. They learn so
much from physically touching the money and
participating in their own savings.
2. Teach them they need bread for sandwiches,
but want chocolate for a treat. There’s a
difference.
3. Make them earn their own money by doing
chores! It’s old school, but it works.
4. Don’t buy stuff for them all the time. They can
buy it with their own money.
5. Google “Three Jam Jars Kids Money” – a great
way for kids to visualise budgeting.
For more information on basic financial literacy visit the
ASIC moneysmart website.
To open an LLL Children’s Savings account, visit
lll.org.au/open today.

Sneak Peek - Yr 10 Hospitality
Cake decorating competition
Students
collaborated to
bake and
decorated a cake
connected to a
chosen theme. See
if you can guess
the theme of these
magnificent cakes?

Regulations for Main College Car Park
The following regulations are in place for all users of St James Lutheran College Car Park and Pick-Up and Set-Down zones.













No vehicle is permitted to park or wait in the Pick-Up and Set-Down zones or Bus zones prior to 3pm.
If students being collected are not present at the Pick-Up and Set-Down area drivers are not permitted to park and
wait in the Pick-Up and Set-Down zones or Bus zones but should re-enter the queuing traffic or park in the main
car park.
Drivers may not exit their car in the Pick-Up and Set-Down zones or Bus zones at any time.
Students may only enter vehicles from the footpath/passenger side in the Pick-Up and Set-Down zones.
Students are not permitted onto the road surface in the Pick-Up and Set-Down zones or Bus zones at any time.
This includes placing school bags and items into the rear of a vehicle. School bags should be carried into the
vehicle when boarding in these zones.
Families wishing to load items into the rear of a vehicle or drivers who wish to leave their vehicle to attend to
seatbelts for passengers should park their vehicle in main car park.
Families wishing to park and wait for children should park in the main car park.
Families are not permitted to park in in the loading or disabled parking zones outside administration and college
resource centre.
Families are not permitted to park in the administration car park when picking up or dropping off students from
the college.
Families are not permitted Students are not to be dropped off or picked up from the staff car parking zone

Regulations for Chapel Car Park
 The Chapel Car Park is a parking zone only.
 Families parking in the Chapel Car Park should leave their vehicles and collect their children from inside the College
grounds.
 Children MUST BE accompanied by an adult to move through the Chapel Car Park to and from the gate
 Students will not be permitted to exit the College unsupervised through the Chapel Car Park.
 Parking is only permitted in the designated bays in the Chapel Car Park.
 Parking is not permitted on road ways in the Chapel Car Park
 All traffic must turn immediately left upon entering the Chapel Car Park and move in a clockwise direction.
Families are encouraged to stagger their pick up times after school between 3.05pm and 3.30pm. Delaying your pick
up time by five or ten minutes after school where possible will assist in easing congestion and keeping our students
safe.
These regulations are not negotiable and serve as an important risk management of serious injury to students and
visitors

Michelle Mitchell comes to St James…

