Issue 9 – 1st June 2018

Upcoming
events

From our Principal.…
St James…a great place to be.
At St James, we are blessed with amazing facilities and large expansive grounds.
Not only that – we are improving and growing our College. You are fully aware
of our current building projects and it is great to see these coming along.
But besides all these, the grounds and buildings are pointless without our staff.
The amazing team we have assembled here at St James is what is most
important. Without the hard work, effort and commitment that our entire staff
put into this school we would not be the school we are. Our teachers and
administrative staff work so well together ensure that St James is an inspiring,
empowering College for your children.
In this edition of our newsletter, I would like to introduce our newest staff
member to St James. Shelly Bradley has recently been appointed as Parent
Reception. It is such an important role in our College, and Shelly was an
outstanding applicant amongst the great applications that the College received
for this role. We warmly welcome Shelly who is the parent of Caitlin in Year 7.
and if you are coming into the Front Office at any time, please make her feel
welcome.
Blessings,
Luke Schoff
Principal

4th – 8th June
Yr9 Subject Selection
Meetings
4th – 6th June
Yr5 Camp
Mapleton
7th June
ICAS Writing
11th – 15th June
Yr10 Work Experience
11th – 15th June
Yr11/12 Exam Block –
Home Study
13th June
ICAS Spelling
15th June
Yr1 & Yr4 Vision
Screening
15th June
ALWS Free Dress Day
18th June
Grandparents Day
18th – 20th June
Yr12 Combined Science
Camp – 1770
19th June
JS Celebration of Learning

From the Deputy Principal….
St James Day and Arts Fest – ivities
Wow, how time flies when we are having fun. I cannot believe that it is
nearly the end of Term 2! That means our favourite day of the year is inching
closer and closer by the minute – ST JAMES DAY!!! For those new to our
college, this day was instituted in 2015 and is now in its third iteration and
grows bigger and more popular each year. St James has become an integral
day in our community calendar, and I am so proud that the vision I had for
this day is finally coming to fruition: ex-students returning in droves each
year, stalls and activities becoming bigger and better than ever, showcasing
our talented students, rituals like the talent show and wearable art fashion
parades, food, fun and lots of laughter. Two years ago, we combined St
James Day with the College Arts Fest and this year’s theme is based around
the college value of JUSTICE. PC and Junior School classes will be part of a PC
Competition again this year to get their creative juices flowing by making
collages highlighting awareness of a justice issue impacting our world today.
This year, we will also be holding the bi-annual “St James has got Talent” and
I will be visiting students next week to share the details of that event.
I encourage all families to secure the date into their calendars – Friday 20th
July and I thank all our staff in advance for their support and effort in
ensuring the day is successful and a great event for our wonderful school
community.

God bless,
Kelly Stirling
Deputy Principal

From our Head of Junior School…
BLESSINGS
Life is full of blessings. I have had time to reflect on my many years in education recently and identified the many
blessings I have had and the wonderful people who have touched my life during my years in education. I truly
feel blessed to be an educator and I feel even more blessed to be part of Lutheran Education.
Many people might not know what being a part of a Lutheran Education means. There are those people who
have no idea that a Lutheran Education means a Christian education. Some people still think we are from
“Mars”.
However, this week I have again been surrounded by many blessings
Number One: I have had the privilege of interviewing parents who are looking forward to having their child
begin Prep in 2019. This continues to highlight what YOU, OUR PARENTS, are saying about St James. Your
positive talk in the community describes us as the “school of choice” in Hervey Bay. This in turn means that you
are appreciative of the efforts of the staff at St James and the time and effort they take to support your children
to love learning.
Number Two: Attending the whole Junior School worship service this week was a highlight of the week. We
celebrated our school values and what a celebration it was! We packed into the chapel on our first cold morning
and it wasn’t that squashed at all. I left the church with a skip in my step and a sense of pride and closeness to
our school. Thanks must go to our new Junior School Curriculum Studies leader Mrs. Joelle Kelly and Miss
Campion Head of Curriculum who put this together at a very busy time of year.
Number Three: Many Junior School children celebrated their term 2 birthdays together. Thanks must go to the
class carers who work behind the scenes to make this happen and the teachers for supporting this. Happy
birthday to all children and teachers who celebrated their birthdays in Term 2!
Number Four: Staff are a blessing. Mrs. Mueller is taking long service leave in Term Three. We thank her for the
wonderful way she has supported the children in Year 4 during Semester 1 and wish her every blessing as she
undertakes some rest and relaxation. We welcome Mr. Daniel Taylor who is relieving Mrs. Mueller during this
time.
Mrs. Alison Smith will be returning to St James on a part time basis in Term 4 after a period of Maternity leave.
Her role will be to teach The Arts in Junior School and we look forward to welcoming her back to the team.
What a blessing! God is at work in our Christian community. Our love and care comes from God loving and caring
for us.
Have a wonderful week.
Blessings
Mrs Clark
HOJS

The Cambodia team: Introducing...

Did you know that in Cambodia feet must be tucked under when sitting as it is considered disrespectful to let your feet or
soles point at people or things?
Cambodia is officially called the Kingdom of Cambodia.
There have been significant improvements in the country’s economic growth. However, 35% of Cambodians live under
the poverty line. 90% of these live in rural areas. The head is regarded as the highest part of the body and shouldn’t be
touched, even in the kindest manner.
Introducing some more of our team members: Kimberley Townsend, Kyle Quinn and Mrs. Julie Grieger
Kimberley Townsend
Greetings. My name is Kimberley. My family recently moved from Brisbane and I started at St James
this year. This coming trip to Cambodia was one that I could not miss. Being given the opportunity to
be able to travel to a third world country and experience their culture and way of life, will be a
heart filled adventure that I hope I will learn from. While also giving me the opportunity to get an
insight of what poverty is like and how privileged we are, that I hope will stay with me forever.
Kyle Quinn
Hi, My name is Kyle Quinn. I wanted to be involved in this trip as I viewed it as a chance to learn about other cultures, the
way they live, as well us using it as a chance to realise the things that we may take for granted. For the
school this trip would be important to create new ties internationally as well as with organisations that
provide aid over in Cambodia. The school has strong links with Australian Lutheran World Service and
to see what actually happens in Cambodia will help significantly with how we promote chapel offerings
and our free dress days. I also look forward to the opportunity to go abroad and learn more on the
culture of each place we visit, bring that back to the school and teach others about it.
Julie Grieger
My name is Julie Grieger. I am the wife of Mr David Grieger - teacher, and mother to 3 adult children. I
am looking forward to joining the students and teachers in Cambodia to experience first-hand life in a
developing community. Having grown up in regional Queensland in an area with few amenities I am
excited to be able to get back to basics and share life with those in the Cambodian village we will be
visiting. However, I believe their basics may be a little more basic than we can imagine. This will be a
good reality check for us all and make us more aware of what is really important in life. As an avid
camper, I love to explore and experience new places and after listening to David speak about the
wonderful and sometimes challenging experiences he had when travelling to Cambodia in 2012, I
thought this would be the perfect opportunity to join him on this adventure. I hope to be able to provide some motherly
support to the students on the trip, but more importantly I hope to learn from the people of Cambodia what it is that
they most value and cherish.

From our Library…
National Simultaneous Storytime

Last Wednesday our Year 3 students joined the Kindy group to be part of 1, 062, 230 students Australia wide to read the
book Hickory Dickory Dash for National simultaneous Storytime. Thank you to Mr Schoff for reading the book, and for
Kindy for creating a beautiful reading area under the trees.
Book Club
Students wanting to order from the latest Book Club catalogue, please have your orders in
by Monday 4th June.
Overdue Books
Our new library update allows us to email overdue slips to families. This will be for Years 6-12, with the first reminder
going only to the student and the second reminder going to families. Please let us know if you see any errors or problems
with overdue reminders you may receive while we ensure the system is working correctly.

Grandparents Day…
June 18th
Don’t forget to save this important date in your calendars and to return your notes with the number of grandparents
who’ll be attending St James for this special day.

ALWS Awareness Free Dress Day…
This year some Year 11 students will be travelling to Cambodia with ALWS as part of their service learning journeys and
personal development. Students and Staff travelling to Cambodia will be participating in the Universal Village Program
who have partnered with ALWS. To support their fund raising for the village they will be visiting, this term’s collection
from our free dress day on Friday 15th June will go towards this new initiative.

Policy Updates…
At St James we have a number of policies to help guide us. They ensure and support the well-being of families, students,
staff, volunteers and everyone who is connected to the College. If you would like to view any of our policies, they can be
found on our website.
http://www.stjameslc.qld.edu.au/general-info/

