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From our Principal.…
Many of you would have seen the College’s fantastic results recently released by
QCAA (Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority), that puts our College
14th in the state, and the top Hervey Bay school in terms of the percentage of
students in Year 12 who received an OP (Overall Position) of 1-5.
This is a great result for our 2018 Year 12’s and worthy of recognition for sure.
But…what these ‘results’ are a ‘result’ of is so much more than what papers publish
in order to sell papers. I don’t want to take away that in this measure St James
Lutheran College is in the top 20 of all of the Colleges in Queensland, but it is so
much more than that.
I’d love the papers to publish stories of ‘effort’, the students that have worked so
hard to do that little bit better. I’d love them to publish the stories of our students
caring for each other when a friend is having a tough time. I’d love them to publish
about the effort that each of the teachers put in helping individual students
achieve the best they can be – not just ‘top results’. I’d love them to publish the
stories of how our students inquire into the needs of the community and then go
and do something about it.
It is these things that make St James a ‘top performing’ school. It’s the dedication
and connection that our teachers have with and for the students in their care.
Let’s celebrate great academic achievement, but let’s also remember and celebrate
that there are so many more areas that St James achieves in.
Blessings,
Luke Schoff
Principal

Upcoming
events
25th February
Hervey Bay District
Swimming Trials
13 – 19 years
1st March
Volunteer Induction Day
1st March
HBD AFL Gala Day
10-12 years
5th March
HBD Cluster 2 Trials
13-19 years
5th – 8th March
Yr12 Camp – Brisbane
6th March
Yr7 Vaccinations
6th – 8th March
Yr5 Camp – Mapleton
15th - 16th March
Yr11/12 Elevation Training
16th March
U13’s Rugby 7’s Carnival
18th March
13-19yrs WB Cluster 2 Trials
29th March
P&F Easter Celebrations
2nd April
Grandparents Day

From the Deputy Principal….
Year 12s – Where are They Now Part 2
In continuing my follow up with our Year 12 students from 2018, I would like to focus my article this week on
our vocational pathways. Did you know that St James Lutheran College offers a range of VET qualifications and
certificates offered as part of our curriculum choices in Senior School? Such courses include: Hospitality
Operations, Engineering Pathways, Fitness, Early Childhood Studies, Crime and Justice Studies, and Outdoor
Recreation. On top of this, we also have a number of students enrolled in external courses that will set them up
for future pathways in the industries of: business, salon assistance, ICT, tourism, health support services,
automotive servicing and electro technology. Students can also undertake a School-Based Traineeship, where
they are able to work in their chosen industry one day a week instead of coming to school and can begin a preapprenticeship with a local business or organisation.
In total this year, we have 27 Year 11 students and 22 Year 12 students enrolled in at least one VET course, with
nearly half of these students holding multiple course enrolments, and thus multiple qualifications and potential
career pathways. If you would like any more information about our vocational pathways, please feel free to
contact our VET Coordinator, Mrs Fiona Aulsebrook, who is available on a Monday or Tuesday:
aulsebrook.f@stjameslc.qld.edu.au.
Last year, the majority of our Year 12 cohort (16 out of 26 students) undertook a vocational pathway and I
would like to share the success stories of some of these students with you now:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jordan Radic – Enrolled in Salon Assistance at TAFE and taking a gap year to work fulltime.
Charlie Cruse – Educational Support Traineeship at St James Lutheran College.
Maddison Ehlers – Enrolled in a Cert III Hospitality.
Jade Felton – Enrolled in a Cert III Hairdressing but taking a gap year to work fulltime at the new Shell
Service Station.
Ebony Gerchow – completed a Traineeship at McDonalds last year and continuing with fulltime
employment this year.
Sophie Tipler – Application to complete a Certificate in Animal Studies at TAFE in Semester 2 and
currently working at Wendy’s after completing a Traineeship there last year.
Summer Trinnamen – Working fulltime at a local Dentist after completing a Traineeship in Dental
Assistance last year.
Mitchell Ferrier – Begins Army Reserve training in a few months’ time and currently in fulltime
employment.
Jared Lyttle – Left to join the Navy last week and is joining HMAS Cerberus, currently in training just
outside of Melbourne.
Jasmin Hill – completing a Cert III in Early Childhood Studies, which she started at the St James Kindy as
a school-based trainee last year.
Mitchell Ellis – Working fulltime at Bunnings and has relocated to Brisbane.

We are so very proud of all our students from last year and wish them well as they continue to achieve great
things in all their pursuits and endeavours.
God bless,
Kelly Stirling
Deputy Principal

From our Head of Junior School…
HOMEWORK – WHY, HOW, WHAT…….

At this time of year, one of the most hotly discussed topics in schools is homework! Many people are divided
about the relevance, amount and difference homework makes, not to mention time following up and marking.
According the David Gillespie (author of Free Schools), “the research reveals that when homework involves the
parents as more than just disciplinarians, work done at home can have a powerful effect on student outcomes.”
If parents have high academic expectations for the child and have the skills to help attain those goals, then the
child will perform much better than if they don’t. Of course this does not mean the parents do the work for the
child, just that they are an informed resource for a student doing the work themselves. But parents have to be
motivated to help, know how to help and be able to help. When researchers have looked at learning to read, for
example, they’ve found that when parents know what’s being taught at school (and understand the ‘edu-speak’
being used to teach it) they end up with very effective readers who race ahead of their peers in leaps and
bounds.
Indeed, the children of those parents do twice as well as the children of parents who spend the same amount of
time just listening to their child read. And the parents who instead spend the time just reading to the child have
no effect on reading performance at all.
Parents who know and understand what skill was being taught today or this week at school can very effectively
reinforce that learning at home.” Ian Lillico (former principal and now international education consultant)
outlines the need to broaden the definition of homework. Any work that children do at home needs to be
counted, and he gives a strong rationale for teachers and parents to work together. Completion of homework will
be monitored weekly and feedback will be provided to the students. Students who don’t complete homework at
home will be supported by teachers to ensure that necessary work is completed with teacher assistance if
required.
Here at St James, we are committed to working in partnership with families to ensure that all learning
experiences, including homework, are providing students with opportunities to develop life-long learning habits
beyond the classroom.
Miss Jane Campion
Head of Junior School

From our Junior School Curriculum Coordinator…
Making Maths fun by creating authentic & relevant learning experiences…

As parents/carers of primary school aged children we all know that car trips, shopping trips and busy home lives
can often be challenging when it comes to keeping small minds occupied without ‘screen’ entertainment! The
research also tells us that creating authentic and relevant rich tasks increases children’s ability to learn and retain
information.
So, if you’re looking for ways to support your child’s mathematical learning at home, here are few tips for car
journeys and busy home lives that show children that learning is everywhere and that understanding the
language in mathematics is really important! Enjoy your week.
Warm regards,
Amy Mortimer
Junior School Curriculum Coordinator
Driving to and from school: (modify to suit the needs of your child)
• Look for numbers (single digit to 6 digit) relevant to your child’s learning level; number plates, road signs,
people walking dogs, speed limits. Problem solve: Will it take longer to travel at 50km or 60km and why?
What are some considerations?
• Look for 2D and 3D shapes in the environment: Road signs are great for this. Who can find a hexagon, a
shape with 8 sides, a shape with 3 corners etc?
• Estimate the amount of time it will take: to get to your destination, for the red light to turn green.
Problem solve: “If it’s 4pm now and we left half an hour ago, what time did we leave?”
In the Kitchen: (words taken from: http://www.3plearning.com/blog/math-in-the-kitchen/)
Set the table:
• Ask your child to count out the appropriate number of plates, glasses, and cups. “How many more do you
need?”
• Set the table with cups of varying sizes and ask your child to use a measuring cup to pour the drinks.
Point out that one cup of water is always one cup of water, but it looks different, depending on the size
and shape of the container.
Organize the pantry:
• Compare different types of cereal, grains or pasta. How are they the same? How are they different? Point
out quantities of items. Which containers have more? Which have less?
Get cooking: (Safety note: Let younger children help measure, pour, and stir ingredients but keep them away
from hot surfaces or sharp tools).
• Point out fractions in cooking – ½ cup, ¼ cup, 1 cup. Cut sandwiches, pizza, and cheese slices into fourths,
thirds, and halves.
If you have a kitchen scale, let your child help you measure dry ingredients

Junior School lunchtime Activity Club…

From our Resource Centre…
Chess Club
Chess Club has started for 2019. This is held in the Resource Centre during lunch
time on Fridays. We have some wonderful senior students join us each week to
help the younger students and teach anyone who would like to learn.

Setting up restrictions on iPads and iPhones
While helping your child create good study habits at the beginning of the year, it may be beneficial to make
yourself familiar with how to set restrictions on their iPad or iPhone. These have changed in ios 12 to allow time
limits on particular apps, restrict apps and set down time where they cannot use their device.

Apps to watch out for in 2019
With new apps constantly coming out it is difficult to keep on top of what our
children are looking at. Common Sense Media has released an update of new apps
for parents to look out for.

Library Borrowing Days
Please ensure your child has a library bag when borrowing, especially at this time of year with cold water bottles
in school bags.
Monday – Year 1, Year 3, Year 4
Tuesday – Prep, Year 5
Wednesday – Year 2
Thursday – Year 6

Uniform Shop Hours (during term time)…
Monday – 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Wednesday – 3pm to 3.30pm
Friday – 8.15am to 9am

SJLC Netball Club…
Registrations close this Friday, 22nd February. Trials for the selection of our
junior competitive teams (11-17 years old) will be held Monday, 25th
February at 3:30 pm in the COLA.
If you haven’t already done so please return your form with your trialling positions to either Helen Price, Sharon
Bentley or email to netball@stjameslc.net.
We look forward to seeing all our junior players at the trials on Monday.

Tennis Group…
The College is beginning a tennis group for interested parents who would like a hit of tennis.
No sign up is required, just come along if you can. We’ll simply set up our two tennis courts,
from 5:30pm every Monday afternoon in the COLA starting Monday, 11th February. Everyone
is welcome to join us, just bring along your tennis racket. This is a great way to exercise and
socialise with other St James parents.

School based immunisation program…
Year 7 vaccinations will take place Wednesday, 6th March. Immunisation packs were given to all students in Years
7 and 10 earlier this week.
If you require any further information please contact Ozcare direct on (07) 4191 3000.

Below are some links to information provided from Wide Bay Public Health Unit that might be
of interest.
https://beta.health.gov.au/resources/videos/hpv-animation-video-for-students
https://beta.health.gov.au/resources/videos/hpv-vaccine-preventing-human-papillomavirushpv-cancers-and-diseases-by-vaccination-parent-video

Student mobile phones…
Students with mobile phones must have them turned off whilst at school. Mobile
phones should be handed to the class teacher or Student Services during the
school day or placed in the school locker provided. Mobile phones may not be
carried on student’s person throughout the day. Parents are reminded that they
must always contact administration in the first instance should they need to
contact their child during the school day.

Dental van visit…
The Dental van will be at St James from Tuesday, 26th February.
Please return your form if you haven’t already done so. Forms
went home last week for all students from Prep – Year 10.

Congratulations…
Congratulations to Alistair Heckels for being inducted into the Brisbane Lions
Academy.

Tough Mudder Challenge…
Are any of you wanting to get fit this year? Try something different? Ever thought about doing one of these races
and wanted a team to do it with? St James is putting a team into this year’s Tough Mudder event on the Sunday
and we would love you to join us and be a part of our team. You and your children can be a part of this event as
long as they are older than 14! This is such a great challenge and a real opportunity for you to step outside of the
norm. We are running a bus down to this event, so you do not even have to drive!! Details are:
Date – May 19th, Woodford
Race type – Classic – Adults you can choose to do the 5K if you want, you will
just have to wait for us to finish.
Cost: $25 for the bus (PAYABLE TO RECEPTION), plus the individual registration
online through the Tough Mudder website.
Time – Late morning race but depart St James approximately 6am
Team name – St Jimmy’s Legends
Password – 2019

Spartan Race…
Want to try something that is a great challenge, is difficult and testing, but is actually a race, then the Spartan
Race is for you. Climbing, carrying, jumping, and other amazing tests of your endurance are what you are
presented with through the 2 different races that we will complete in the one day. St James is putting a team into
the Combo again this year and we are looking for you to join us. Details are:
Date – April 6th, Maleny
Race type – Combo – Adults you can choose to do the Sprint or the Super if you
want, you will just have to wait for us to finish the Combo.
Cost: $25 for the bus (PAYABLE TO RECEPTION), plus the individual registration
online through the Spartan Australia website.
Time – Late morning race but depart St James approximately 5am
Team name – St Jimmy’s Legends
Password – 2019

SIGN UP NOW

HERVEY BAY HOCKEY ASSOCIATION Inc.

JUNIOR COMPETITION

U/14 COMP COMMENCES FRIDAY 8TH MARCH 2019
MINKEYS - U/11 -HOOKIN2HOCKEY - SATURDAY 9TH MARCH 2019
WEBSITE: www.herveybayhockey.com
EMAIL: HERVEYBAYHOCKEYINC@HOTMAIL.COM
FACEBOOK: ‘HERVEY BAY HOCKEY ASSOCIATION’

CONTACT: PHIL TAYLOR 41240293 - 0434641457

