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facere et docere

Education in Queensland is undergoing major changes with the aim 
of better preparing our young people for success. As you would be 
aware, 2019 will be the last year that students eligible for university 
entrance will receive an Overall Position (OP). This will also be the 
last time that our Seniors will sit the Queensland Core Skills Test 
(QCS). The Queensland Government has embarked on a process 
of significant review and as a result, changes in the Queensland 
Certificate of Education and Tertiary Admissions. Seniors graduating 
in 2020 will be eligible to receive an Australian Tertiary Admissions 
Rank (ATAR).

There will also be many changes to our assessment and quality 
assurance mechanisms. Our students will now sit external 
examinations in most subjects at the College. For our boys, this 
will mean a more targeted focus on developing the skills for 
success, while still following a rigorous curriculum. There will be 
less assessment in the Senior years, leading to a greater depth 
of understanding. Our staff already follow a thorough process 
of mentoring and feedback to our boys. This allows for targeted 
feedback to improve learning outcomes. This has been led by Mr 
Liam Herbert, Head of Senior School, and Mrs Kirsten Wardrop, 
Head of Senior School Studies.

Our curriculum has been remodelled through the work of the 
Curriculum Council, led by Mr Peter Cook, Dean of Studies. Our 
Year 10 Curriculum now mirrors the Year 11 course. This has meant 
that our staff have met with Year 9 and 10 boys and parents to 
assist with choices. Through our partnership with Iona College and 
Padua College (The Learning Exchange), St Laurence’s College 
was granted permission by the Archbishop to trial a new model 
of Religious Education for Year 11 in 2019. The focus here is to 
develop a program where Catholic social teaching influences our 
behaviour. This is Faith in Action. I thank Ms Carolyn Kenny, Dean 
of Identity, and Mrs Leonie Mount, Head of Religious Education, for 
their work with the Catholic Education Authorities. Our Dean of 
Administration, Mrs Natalie Casey, has remodelled the timetable 
and subject choices to suit the needs of our boys with these  
new offerings.

The Primary School model of collaborative learning continues to 
go from strength to strength. Mr Wigan and the Primary staff are 
seen as leaders in an enquiry learning model with the aim to give 
our boys the skills to be successful into the future. In 2019 this 
model will be extended into Middle School through our Literacy 
and Numeracy Hubs and our enquiry model in Science. Mr David 
Knight, Head of Middle School, has led the development of the 
Literacy and Numeracy Hubs. I also thank Ms Robyn Winks, Head 
of Middle School Studies, and our Heads of Faculty for their  
work here.

As the College continues to grow, we have decided to introduce 
a pastoral care system based on the House model. Students will 
journey from Years 7 – 12 in the same House and with the same 
Home Class, under the care of their Head of House and Home 
Class teacher. It is important that the boys are known by key staff 
with the aim to ensure success into the future.

The College will have ten Houses:
Callan Brad Kelman
Duhig Lisa Foster
Hogan Shane Lynch
Kilian Anthony Bird
Nagle Michelle Licina
Rice Tim Mallon
Sion Lachlan Heshusius
Treacy Ben Russell
Waterford Nathan Burridge
Xavier Anthony Samios

We look forward to this exciting change.

At St Laurence’s College, we also understand that the boys 
learn best when they are engaged in the life of the College. The 
Music program has over 700 boys involved and over 1200 boys 
are involved in the Sports program. There are numerous Service 
opportunities as well as many options in the Arts and through  
the curriculum.

The AIC Principals have reviewed the sports competition with the 
help of the University of Queensland. Our focus is developing our 
young men through healthy sports options. Many recommendations 
were received. A new charter was written affirming developing 
our own boys in a variety of sports. This is based on a wellbeing 
model. It was also recommended that AFL and Rugby League be 
introduced to supplement our current sports. This will occur on a 
trial basis for 2019 and 2020. I thank our Head of Sport, Mr Eddie 
Wallace for his work in facilitating sport at St Laurence’s College.

Under the leadership of our Deputy, Mr John Butterworth, and the 
Business Manager, Mrs Sharyn Finn, we are planning for staffing and 
budgetary changes that will affect our College. Government funding 
is changing and we have a focus on making our College affordable 
while delivering a high quality education.

‘Our Collective Ambition’ is to be a high performing, Catholic school 
of choice, delivering contemporary curriculum to a diverse range 
of learners who graduate as successful, compassionate and caring 
Lauries gentlemen with the charism of Edmund Rice. Enrolments 
continue to be strong as we manage this time of great change.

I thank all who support our College, as we continue to develop 
young men of hope and integrity who are empowered to make a 
difference in the lives of others.

by St Laurence’s College Principal, Mr Chris Leadbetter

PRINCIPALLY  
SPEAKING

A new era of learning and care
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leadership

As another year draws to a close and the journey of the 
College seniors reaches its end, I am in a position to 
reflect on my experience at this great school, and look 
towards its bright future. For five years I have had the 

pleasure of taking part in the day-to-day life of our College, and 
have been witness to the unique spirit and sense of comradery 
that makes this school the place that it is. I would like to hope 
that I have learned many valuable lessons while wearing the black 
and gold, and that I could pass on some of what I have learned 
to the next generations who will walk through the College gates.

What I believe to be of the most value to our school as it progresses 
into the future, is the idea of cultivating a community. Communities 
are places of united diversity, welcoming spirits, and pride in all 
people as individual parts of a greater good. 

As a school that has stood upon the Stephens Road hill for over a 
century, history and tradition will always have deep, special places 
in the foundations of St Laurence’s College. It is a true blessing to 
be educated in a place so well established, built upon a history 
of proud memories and fabled stories. While the rich history of 
our school should always be remembered and respected, it is my 
belief that as the students and young men of today, we must always 
progress and continually improve. 

As a student, I have noticed that gender equality, sexual-orientation 
acceptance, and indigenous pride have come a long way, but are still 
issues that we need to fight for. As a collective, it is our responsibility 
to welcome boys of all backgrounds, abilities and beliefs, creating 
an environment where everyone is free to learn, develop and be 
supported. I know this to be a goal that we as a school can, and will, 
see continually achieved, and this is just as it should be. We owe it 
to not only ourselves to develop the College as an honourable and 
vibrant community, but also to the past members of the School.

We, as the current wearers of the black and gold, stand on the 
shoulders of giants. Because of this, we have the moral obligation to 
always go beyond expectations, and to never give in to shortcuts. 
It is our duty as good people to progress our home through 
promoting a positive spirit, recognising and encouraging admirable 
acts of kindness, and allowing each other to develop genuine 
identities that embody who we truly are. I know that in effecting 
this duty, we are creating a legacy of true meaning; one whose 
greatness will be appreciated for generations to come.

FROM THE  
CAPTAIN

by 2018 College Captain, Harry Kidd
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Our understanding of what it means to be an effective student 
leader has changed somewhat since the time the formal leadership 
process began for us in 2017. The qualities we thought would 
simply inform our role as Vice-Captains have instead become 
significant markers in our journey as young men.

As the current Year 11 boys embrace their own leadership process, 
we would like to reflect on the qualities we believe are essential to 
all Lauries men:

RESPECT 

Respect for others is a given. Respect for oneself is a little harder 
to master, however. With social commitments sometimes holding 
more appeal than academic ones, it is easy to forget that sometimes 
saying no to your peers in favour of prioritising your schooling is a 
sign of strength. It is a sign of respect for the opportunities provided 
to us at school and for those teachers and staff who are willing to 
help us on our journey.

HUMILITY

The responsibility of a school leader is to promote a feeling of 
empowerment, instilling a sense of belonging, importance and 
appreciation in both peers and younger students. From an 
educational point of view, it is vital that a student leader displays 
humility and a willingness to work in unison with the broader school 
community in order to create a culture of acceptance and inclusion. 
To be humble is not to be weak. True humility comes from having 
the confidence and competence to help others before yourself.

DISCIPLINE

Being disciplined is often linked to being in control. In the context 
of leadership though, discipline also encompasses the ability to 
envisage, plan and implement ideas that will yield the best results for 

a cohort. Understanding the people you work with and recognising 
their strengths is an asset. Being disciplined enough to use these 
strengths while allowing for education to remain the priority  
takes control.

AUTHENTICITY

No one can tell when you’re trying to be someone other than 
yourself better than your peers. To become the type of leader 
people will follow, you must be yourself and act in accordance with 
your core values and personality. Being an authentic leader also 
means being genuine. People will trust you when your attitudes, 
values and words align with your actions. Transparency on this front 
is also vital in gaining the confidence of your peers and helps when 
building rapport with those around you. 

COURAGE

Courage means acting in the face of fear and after eight years 
of education at SLC, you understand that courage is a teachable 
and learnable skill and that everyone has this capacity. Courage is 
also being willing to put yourself and your ideas ‘out there’, risking 
criticism and blame when your ideas fall flat. The reward of course is 
the potential to contribute to a growing legacy and introduce new 
traditions. Being courageous starts with putting yourself forward to 
be a leader in the first place, but the real courage is found in living 
up to the expectations of the position.

Above all, leadership to us means service and it has been our 
honour to serve the St Laurence’s College community in 2018. 
We hope our time as Vice-Captains has left a legacy that fittingly 
demonstrated these qualities and, in turn, potentially inspired the 
future leaders of our community. 

BEING AN EFFECTIVE  
STUDENT LEADER

by College Vice-Captains, Joel Anich and Oscar McCarron

HOW TO SURVIVE SCHOOLING  
IN A CONTEMPORARY WORLD

by Liam Herbert, Head of Senior School

The senior schooling landscape has changed significantly in the 
past 20 years. With ever increasing governmental and societal 
pressure placed upon schools to deliver top academic results, 
one can tend to lament on the lost opportunity to develop 
the whole person. In developing the whole person, we are not 
only focusing on our students’ academic pursuits, but also their 
social, emotional and spiritual growth. In the Senior School, we 
feel our role is to form the ‘Lauries Gentleman’ and prepare 
our boys for post school pathways.

The ‘Lauries Gentleman’ is a young man of faith, service and 
has respect for all members in our community, particularly the 
marginalised. The ‘Lauries Gentleman’ will leave our College as 
a contributing member of society who is charged to change 
the world for the better. In the Senior School, we use student 
formation opportunities such as Lauries Journey, school camps 
and a personalised approach to their pastoral care. The change 

in 2019 to the House System or vertical approach to pastoral 
care, enables Senior students to develop strong relationships 
with the younger men of the College, with the hope that positive 
connections, based on a family style atmosphere, are formed.

The increased academic pressures placed on schools discussed 
above, have coincided with increased social pressures placed on 
our young men. Not only do they need to contend with the 
everyday social minefield that young men have historically tread, 
but they have the added distractions of social media, computer 
games and the internet. 

This editorial outlines three articles, written by members of the 
senior pastoral team, which discuss issues that are dealt with in 
the Senior School on a regular basis, and how we as a team are 
addressing them.
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SCHOOL REFUSAL
THE NEW TRUANCY 

By Tim Mallon 
Assistant Head of Year 10 (Head of Rice House – 2019)

Success at school is determined by attendance and engagement 
amongst a multitude of contributing factors. American Baseball 
Hall of Famer Yogi Berra once stated “Baseball is 90 per cent 
mental. The other half is physical”. Similarities can be drawn with 
students, as success at school is 90 percent showing up, and the 
other half is mental. Perhaps that is an exaggeration, but research 
conclusively shows that attendance is strongly associated with 
student achievement.

Parents have the most influence on whether or not their child 
attends school, and developing a plan is crucial in managing their 
child. According to Associate Professor of Psychiatry at Monash 
University, Michael Gordon, attendance can be a tug of war in 
which the school is on one side and the child is on the other. 
Whichever side the parents decide to be on, will win the war. 
Gordon advocates for collaboration between the parents and the 
college in order to put in place a realistic and actionable strategy. 

The process of working with the school is most usefully 
demonstrated through the sporting analogy of ‘the coach’. The child 
is playing for his local sporting team. It’s been a tough first half and 
the siren sounds for half time (this is the counselling session). The 
team is not playing well (school attendance is poor). The coach 
organises the attack, defence and breaks down what the team 
needs to do to win the game (school attendance plan). The team 
then returns to the field (home/school) to put it all into practice. 

For some parents this topic resonates within their family construct. 
The College is an enthusiastic resource. Parent requests for 
assistance from Heads of Year, counsellors and Home Class teachers 
are warmly received and are the next step in managing attendance 
to ensure their sons return to the path of school achievement.

TRANSITION TO SENIOR 
SCHOOL

FREEDOM AND CHOICE
By Nathan Burridge 

Head of Year 11 (Head of Waterford House – 2019)

The journey our young men travel through their schooling years 
presents a great deal of opportunities and challenges. It is not 
uncommon for adolescents to want more freedom; a greater say in 
what they do, the choices they make and how they lead their life. 
This can be a difficult medium for parents and significant for young 
adults to manage. 

According to Dr Justin Coulson, ‘by the time our teens are in their 
later school years, our power over them is typically greatly reduced. 
Our attempts at control, or merely persuasion, are met with anger 
and sometimes hysteria.’ It is important to keep in mind that an 
increased responsibility should not be considered a God-given 
right, or something that is automatically granted just because an 
individual reaches a certain age, and it is imperative that our young 
men remember that with greater freedom of choice comes greater 
responsibility for the consequences of actions. 

Dr Tim Hawkes states: ‘Being sixteen years of age entitles a child to 
nothing other than sixteen candles on the birthday cake. Choice is a 
gift that should only be given when there is evidence of the maturity 
necessary to choose wisely.’ 

Our young men are armed with choice every day of their lives 
(more than they probably realise) and how they deal with the 
small choices, such as getting out of bed, making it to school on 
time, completing homework, or choosing to socialise over other 
responsibilities, gives us an indication of when their maturity 
is at a level to deal with larger choices. Finding what makes the 
‘Lauries Gentleman’ tick – his personal strengths and weaknesses, 
his interests and his motivations – is often the key to success, 
particularly with guiding adolescent boys in this period of their lives. 

When our young men move into the Senior School, assisting them 
to deal with the added responsibility of choice is vital to ensuring 
not only a smooth transition, but also the formation of resilient 
and well-rounded young men. When our young men demonstrate 
maturity, then they can be given the freedom and responsibility 
to make more of their own decisions, without the fear of failure,  
nor regret. 

MANAGING MENTAL HEALTH
OF OUR YOUNG MEN

By Lisa Foster 
Head of Year 12 (Head of Duhig House – 2019)

According to the Mission Australia Youth Survey report, the top 
three issues of most concern to young Queensland men include 
coping with stress, school or study problems as well as body image. 
Through working closely with the academic leaders of the school, 
we can influence school and study problems, which in some cases 
can lead to an alleviation of stress. We use the College Counsellors 
regularly to support our young men and walk with them in their 
times of need. A personalised approach to their studies, including 
mentoring and tutoring, along with the use of visible data can also 
help support the mental health of our young men.

Interestingly, the Youth Survey also outlines that young Queensland 
male adolescents value family relationships, friendships (other than 
family), and school or study satisfaction. It is therefore natural for 
young men to pursue independence and prefer time with friends 
over family members, particularly as they move into Year 12. While 
this can be upsetting, an assurance that positive peer relationships 
are often a source of great support in times of emotional change is 
well received. When we notice a student withdrawing completely 
however, or exhibiting signs of depression or anxiety, it may 
be time to intervene. This alert can come from either a family 
member, or a concerned friend. A young person struggling alone 
is more susceptible to negative thoughts and self-harm. Having 
a conversation about mental health can be difficult, particularly 
as boys are often reluctant to discuss how they are feeling. By 
instigating a conversation, parents can demonstrate their concern 
and willingness to offer support. In resisting the urge to judge or 
brush aside a young person’s feelings, parents are immediately 
providing a safe space to have a meaningful discussion.

Within the pastoral team at St Laurence’s College, many 
opportunities exist to educate parents and students. For instance, the 
College has presented guest speakers such as former Queensland 
Detective Brett Lee; dark web and cybercrime expert Dr Jacquie 
Drew, as well as Susan McClean from Cyber Safety Solutions, to 
educate our community. Inherent in this education is providing 
reassurance that students are not alone, and encouraging them 
to see that all stakeholders are willing to explore ways in which 
they can be supported, which will ultimately allow our students to 
consider the idea that change is possible.
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PIERRE DE COUBERTIN  
AWARD RECIPIENT

Nominated for his participation in a variety of sports 
and commitment to supporting and encouraging 
his peers to get involved, Year 12 student Henry 
Hourigan was honoured to receive a Pierre de 

Coubertin Award. 

Presented by the Australian Olympic Committee in July this year, 
the award recognises individuals who demonstrate initiative, 
teamwork, sportsmanship and fair play through participation in a 
range of sports, supporting the ethos of the Olympic Movement. 

Since beginning his Lauries Journey in Year 5, Henry has 
participated in volleyball, rugby, cross country, basketball and 
athletics, representing the College at Zone and Regional levels. 

“I have always taken up sport for the enjoyment and strong 
positive role it plays in my life rather than the glory or triumph.”  
Henry shared. 

“Sport has been one of the defining factors of my young life, who 
I am as a student, as a leader and as a person.” 

As 2018 Volleyball Captain, Henry has supported his teammates 
during their matches and events, and showed great initiative in 
assisting coaches to run extra sessions for junior teams. 

Described as “the first at the game and the last to leave”, Henry 
participates in all aspects of sport within the College and is a great 
example to younger students.

Now in his final year at school, Henry believes that his involvement 
in Co-Curricular sports has played a significant part in his  
Lauries Journey.

“My Lauries Journey has without a doubt been shaped and filled 
with memories from Runcorn, old Brady Hall, the new Sports 
Centre, cross country and athletics tracks and all the other fields, 
courts and tracks I’ve visited during my time here. Although I may 
be taking these memories for granted at this moment, I am certain 
that five to ten years down the road, they will be the ones I cherish 
the most.” 

When asked what it was like to receive this prestigious award, 
Henry explained, “To be selected was an honour and a real surprise 
as there are countless students in Queensland, even Lauries, with 
greater talent and ability than what I have.”

The Presentation Ceremony was held in Brisbane on 14 July, 
where awards were presented by the Governor of Queensland, 
His Excellency the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC. Recipients 
also had the opportunity to meet past and present Olympians 
and Commonwealth Games medallists, including Matt Denny 
(Athletics), Katrin Garfoot (Cycling), Barry Cheales (Gymnastics), 
Damian Istria (Gymnastics), and Toby Jenkins (Water Polo). 

Henry was joined by students from schools around Queensland 
who share the same passion for sport and exemplify the values of 
the Olympic Movement. 

On meeting these students, he shared, “Meeting the other recipients 
was honestly a little intimidating hearing how they competed for 
Queensland and Australia, there was certainly more talent in the 
room than I had. However, the presentation was amazing and 
shaking the hands of past Australian Olympians was unreal.” 

There are countless moments throughout Henry’s time at Lauries 
which he holds dear, but one which clearly stands out was the 
feeling of running through the tunnel at Iona College as the 
Volleyball Captain during his last game as a high school student. 

“Every tunnel I ran through leading our team that season felt so 
surreal. This one was different with the emotions extremely high, 
for the sea of Lauries brothers screaming your name, premiership 
match and last volleyball game for Lauries. Thinking about it 
still gives me butterflies and makes me shake. Truly something  
I’ll never forget.” 

We congratulate Henry on this fantastic achievement. 

“The most important thing in the Olympic Games is 
not to win but to take part just as the most important 

thing in life is not the triumph but the struggle.”  
- Baron Pierre de Coubertin, founder of  the Modern Olympics
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Pastoral care in the Primary School is delivered 
through the comprehensive Lauries Journey program. 
Students are well supported by staff, including Heads 
of Year, Home Class Teachers and the broader staff. 

They also enjoy the support of peers and older students. 
Currently, Home Class Teachers deliver the formal pastoral 
care program, with classes operating under a Year Level 
structure. This will continue into the future with Primary boys 
also being included in the new College House System for  
significant events. 

The focus of the program is very much proactive, striving to 
assist the boys in developing respectful relationships, self-
confidence and a connection to others and the College 
community. In situations where issues need to be resolved, the 
process is very fair and thorough, with importance placed on 
ownership of behaviour, responsibility to repair the relationship 
and recognition of an alternative positive response in  
future situations. 

Lauries Journey lessons are designed to give the boys an 
intellectual understanding and skill set to develop positive 
relationships, create friendships, and to improve skills in conflict 
resolution, accountability, reconciliation and resilience. This 
is achieved through sequential lessons and units with explicit 
teaching and student activities. The program also includes 
presentations from external expert presenters, covering age 
appropriate topics such as personal development and cyber 
safety, including education sessions for parents and caregivers. 
Positive reinforcement and affirmations are regular and 
recognise students who display the qualities being developed 
through the pastoral program.

A significant component of the pastoral program is developed 
through partnership. These partnerships include the positive 
role modelling of older students in all aspects of school life, 
including the Peer Mentor Program, Transport Buddies and the 
student led initiatives that are driven or supported by students 
in higher year levels. The other significant partnership is the 
bond between staff and families (parents and caregivers). This 
partnership ensures that the boys are well supported and 
challenged to be the best person they can be, with consistent 
ethics, morals and values being reinforced by all the adults 
involved in caring for the boys. Open lines of communication, 
regular meetings and events that celebrate and build community 
strengthen the partnership.

Pastoral care in the Primary School encourages students to see 
themselves as worthwhile and valued. It is continually reinforced 
that they each have a role to play in building community, 
and understanding that while they are significant, the most 
important realisation that they can have is that the world is 
bigger than them. Developing their “heart” as well as their body 
and mind is essential to the holistic education developed at 
Lauries. A well planned and coordinated pastoral care program 
is providing boys in Years 5 and 6 with these desirable qualities. 
The staff, students and wider community can be congratulated 
on the level of care provided to boys and families in the  
Primary School..

BEGINNING THE  
LAURIES JOURNEY

by Head of Primary, Cameron Wigan
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The concept of a learning framework has many 
interpretations, usually resulting in a detailed document 
that sits proudly on the bookshelf but never quite 
transitions to making a difference in the classroom. 

In fact, this type of framework is not unique to the education 
context, with large, complex organisations at greater risk when it 
comes to embedding a set of values that drive practice. Through 
the LEX partnership (Learning Exchange) the challenge was to 
create a “concise, clearly articulated framework that embeds 
the key principles for teachers as experts to develop consistent 
practices within each subject discipline that allows every learner 
to grow and achieve” to their full potential (The Learning 
Exchange: Institute for Excellence in Learning & Teaching, 2018).

For St Laurence’s College, the learning framework links the vision 
for our learners to practice and is based on the following key tenets:

• Our collective aspiration for our learners;
• A deep understanding of the needs of modern learners and 

their impact on pedagogical practice; and
• The foundations on which success for each and every 

individual are based.

Recently, I was privileged to launch the St Laurence’s Learning 
Framework with our staff. The framework was identified as a key 
driver within the St Laurence’s College – Strategic Plan 2018 – 2020, 
and after extensive consultation, a co-constructed framework 
emerged which now becomes a key driver of curriculum 
innovation within the College. The framework is comprised of 
three components – a vision statement; our belief about learning; 
and a visual representation of the key concepts or big ideas which 
underpin its operation. 

SLC LEARNING FRAMEWORK

Vision: Learners at St Laurence’s College graduate as confident, 
capable and compassionate men of faith. As self-directed lifelong 
learners they exhibit a growth mindset and form positive 
relationships with others.

Belief about Learning: Learning at St Laurence’s College is 
student-centred, where active engagement occurs in dynamic and 
relevant learning environments that enable the learner to acquire 
new knowledge, deepen their understanding, and apply concepts to 
new contexts or ideas. The 21st Century skills and discipline specific 
literacies form the foundation of the metacognitive processes that 
lead to mastery within a field of study. 

DEVELOPING A COHESIVE  
FRAMEWORK FOR LEARNING

by Dean of Studies, Peter Cook

Reading Writing Spelling Grammar & 
Punctuation Numeracy

Y
EA

R
 5

SLC 532 465 500 516 519

State 506 454 497 501 487

National 509 464.6 502.5 503.6 494.2

SLC - %
At or above National 

Benchmark
99 95 95 96 99

Y
EA

R
 7

SLC 560 513 548 566 570

State 536 493 541 542 540

National 541.5 505.3 545.2 543.9 548.2

SLC - %
At or above National 

Benchmark
99 97 97 97 99

Y
EA

R
 9

SLC 602 553 600 614 620

State 577 526 580 579 588

National 583.8 542.3 583.3 580.1 595.6

SLC - %
At or above National 

Benchmark
98 86 97 95 99

CELEBRATING NAPLAN PERFORMANCE
In late August, the results of the Years 5, 7 and 9 NAPLAN testing were finally 
released. An analysis of the results indicates that there has been considerable 
growth for our students, particularly in the area of Grammar and Punctuation. 
This growth reflects the school wide emphasis in the area of Literacy that has 
been undertaken throughout 2017 and 2018 and some specific targeting of 
sentence structure within the English curriculum. 

I congratulate all our students for their efforts on these systemic tests and the 
work of our teachers who continue to innovate within their classrooms. A 
summary of the results is reproduced below:
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In 2019, the Associated Independent Colleges (AIC) sporting 
competition will introduce two new sports into its calendar: AFL 
and Rugby League. The introduction of these two sports will be 
on a two-year trial basis. The sports have been introduced as a 
result of a large amount of feedback from different stakeholders 
through the AIC Sports Survey conducted in 2017 and the 
feedback from an expert team of researchers in the field of youth 
sport participation from the University of Queensland. 

AFL will be played during Term 1. The competition will cater for 
teams in Years 5, 6, 7, 8/9 and a First XVIII. This will be extending 
on the excellent competition that has existed in Year 5 and 6 over 
the last two years. Rugby League will be played in Term 3 and will 
cater for teams in Years 5 to 10 and First XIII. The current model 
for the Rugby League competition will have all teams from every 
College playing at a central venue that alternates between Colleges 
throughout the season. 

St Laurence’s College is well prepared for the introduction 
of these two new sports. In preparation for the AIC AFL 
competition, the College has entered the 2018 AFLQ Schools Cup.  

This is a statewide competition that is now the largest knockout 
sporting competition in Queensland schools. Both our Primary 
and Senior (Years 10-12) teams have qualified for the state finals 
weekend (top four schools in Queensland). The Year 8/9 team 
narrowly missed qualifying for the finals weekend, only losing the 
state quarter final to an AFL School of Excellence. 

Rugby League has been popular at the College with our attendance 
at the last three ‘Confraternity’ Rugby League carnivals. The College’s 
results in the competition have improved each year, highlighted by 
making the semi-finals in the Plate Competition during this year’s 
competition in Charters Towers. With some of our best known 
recent graduates excelling in rugby league, including Cooper Cronk, 
William Zillman and Ryley Jacks, a strong base of support exists for 
the game within the College. 

2019 will be an exciting year for the St Laurence’s College sports 
program with the introduction of these two new sports. They will 
increase the opportunities for our boys to participate in physical 
activity and offer students exposure to sports they may not have 
had a chance to in the past. 

MORE SPORTING  
OPPORTUNITIES IN 2019 

By Director of Sport, Eddie Wallace
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At the start of our performance, a boy who is a little different to 
the others was excluded and picked on by a bully. Another boy 
stood up to the bully and supported the excluded boy. The wider 
group of boys then also supported and encouraged the excluded 
boy which changed the bully’s behaviour and opinion. At the end of 
the performance, all the boys learn to respect and appreciate each 
other and danced as a united group.”

From the early days of practice at the beginning of Term 2, through 
to dress rehearsals and their final performance in front of a 
packed auditorium months later, each student showed incredible 
commitment, enthusiasm and perseverance. While performing to 
such a big crowd was both exciting and nerve-racking, the smiles on 
the boys’ faces as they walked off the stage said it all.

“I had butterflies in my stomach, but it was also heaps of fun. When 
I was dancing it felt like everything else was standing still. When the 
spotlight is on the stage, all I could see was bright light. It was like I 
was in a bubble. At the end of the performance, it was great to hear 
the support and cheering of the audience.” Oscar said. 

The judges at Wakakirri were greatly moved by the boys’ 
performance. One judge was brought to tears and was delighted 
in seeing an entire cast of boys on stage performing. St Laurence’s 
College received awards for Teamwork – being recognised as the 
school that displayed the greatest teamwork and school spirit; 
and Use of Costumes and Sets – being recognised for clever and 
creative use of costuming and sets.

Amongst the crowd at the Logan Entertainment Centre were 
Lauries families, friends and staff who gave the loudest cheers and 
applause of all. The boys were filled with adrenaline and a boost of 
confidence by this incredible support. 

Students involved in the production learned a range of skills 
including dancing, acting, stage etiquette, behind the scenes work, 
costuming, sets and props skills and teamwork. Our Primary boys 
are already looking forward to the event next year.

“I will definitely be part of Wakakirri next year. It’s a great 
opportunity to meet new boys and try something different. It is a 
supportive and friendly group. Everyone should give performing a 
go and have fun.” Oscar said. 

Following their performance in July, the group was selected as 
finalists and announced as the winners of the Brisbane Region 
in their follow-up performance. These students are now in the 
running to become the national winners of the festival, which will 
be announced following the publication of this magazine. We wish 
them the best of luck and thank all our parents and friends for their 
wonderful support.

Wakakirri is Australia’s largest performing arts 
event for schools, showcasing the incredible 
talent and spirit of our young people through 
story dances.

The word Wakakirri means ‘to dance a story’, from the language of 
the Wangaaypuwan people from Cobar, NSW. The performances 
aim to reflect students’ thoughts, ideas and aspirations using a 
combination of dancing, acting and creative movement.

This term a group of 36 students from Years 5 and 6 performed a 
story called ‘Rewrite the Books’, following the journey of a young 
boy as he finds his place in the world. The story was told through 
a series of songs, incorporating dance, acting, props and a range of 
different sets.

Year 5 student Oscar Craig, explains the meaning behind the story. 
“Our story was about including people no matter what their 
differences and accepting them for who they are. 

PRIMARY STUDENTS SHINE AT THE  
WAKAKIRRI STORY DANCE FESTIVAL

Excellent performance which reflected the hard 
work put in by teachers and students at all rehearsals. 
Having seen the training a few times, the final product 
completely blew my daughter and I away. Well done 
Lauries!!! And yes, our parents cheered the loudest.  
Rhett, Year 5 Parent

I was blown away by the boys and their development 
throughout this journey. I am extremely thankful to the 
teachers and the boys for putting on such a great show. 
Vanessa, Year 5 Parent

The boys were amazing. What a great night to all who 
performed. Gee Lauries has some amazing people who 
teach and look after our boys. So proud.....  
Scott, Year 6 Parent

They were fabulous!!!!! Congratulations to Mr Wheeler, 
Ms Jordan, Miss Leishman and Ms Jones. The boys were 
amazing because of their hard work. You know you’ve 
done well when the judge is brought to tears and tells 
the whole audience. Go Lauries!  
Andreia, Year 6 Parent
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STRIKE UP THE BAND

There were some wonderful musical performances during  
Term 3. The standard of performance across the various 
ensembles from junior to senior has been excellent. A  
highlight of this term was the outstanding performances by all 
ensembles at the Queensland Catholic Colleges Music Festival  
at Villanova College.

Faure Requiem

On Sunday 27 May, 60 members of the Brotherhood joined with 
the University of Queensland Symphony Orchestra, The University 
of Queensland Chorale, and 450 other singers to perform the Faure 
Requiem at QPAC. This was a wonderful opportunity to perform a 
significant piece of repertoire with a full orchestra and pipe organ. 
It was also an honour to work with the best singers from schools 
around Brisbane, including Brisbane SHS, Kenmore SHS, St Peters 
Lutheran College, Canterbury College, Brisbane Boys’ College, 
Clayfield College, Moreton Bay College and Ambrose Treacy 
College. Eight of our Seniors did the project as a tertiary course for 
University Credit. It was also wonderful to see the College organ 
teacher, Dr Phillip Gearing playing the mighty Klais pipe organ with 
the orchestra!

Lizid Festival

For a week in May, every morning tea and lunch break resounded 
with rock music emanating from McElligott Theatre. The Lizid 
festival was started many years ago by Old Boy Dominic Millar, 
who is now an entertainment agent, to provide an opportunity for 
students to perform to their peers. This year a record number of 
student bands were formed and nine groups made it through the 
rigorous audition process to be accepted to perform. Money raised 
from the gold coin entry fee was donated to charity. 

Middle School State Honours Ensembles Program

Congratulations to all students who represented St Laurence’s 
College at the Queensland Conservatorium of Music State Honours 
Ensembles Program. These boys joined several hundred students 
from around South East Queensland to form honours bands.  
Our Lauries Musicians included Year 8 students Anthony  
Arvanitagis, Matthew Peel and Daniel Torley, as well as 
Year 7 students Hugo Barrett, Thomas Jago, Daniel Pitcher,  
Andrew Schwantes and Oscar Yem.

by Director of Instrumental Music, Mr Ross Capern

Brisbane Bands Festival

A large, appreciative lunchtime crowd gathered as our young 
musicians performed in the Queen Street Mall for the Brisbane 
City Bands Festival. Congratulations to Concert Bands 1, 2, 3, 4 and 
Big Bands 1, 2 and 3 for your excellent performances.

Queensland Catholic Schools Music Festival

The Queensland Catholic Schools and Colleges Music Festival 
was a wonderful weekend of music, involving 113 schools from 
around Queensland, interstate and New Zealand, with an incredible 
15,000 student performances. St Laurence’s College was strongly 
represented at the event, held from 16 to 19 August, with 20 
ensembles participating and over 600 student performances. 

Our musicians performed extremely well and with great spirit. 
Congratulations to all music staff and students who performed over 
the weekend. Our awards included:

Gold Award: Concert Band 1, Concert Band 2, Symphony 
Orchestra, Guitar Orchestra 1, Guitar Orchestra 2, String Orchestra 
2, Big Band 1, Big Band 2, Brotherhood, The Little Brotherhood, The 
Middlehood, and The Reblehood.

Silver Award: String Orchestra 1, String Orchestra 2, The 
Treblehood, Year 5 Musicianship Class, Big Band 3, The Big 
Brotherhood.

Bronze Award: Concert Band 3 and Concert Band 4

St Aidan’s Anglican Girls School and St Laurence’s College 
Combined Concert

St Aidan’s Anglican Girls School and St Laurence’s College joined 
forces for a wonderful night of music on Tuesday 21 August. The 
schools joined together to form a combined symphony orchestra, 
string orchestra and concert band. 

Students rehearsed together after school before delivering a 
fabulous concert in ERPAC. It was great to share our music with 
each other.
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2018 WALKATHON

The 49th annual Walkathon saw the St Laurence’s College community 
raise over $70,000 for a number of deserving charities. 

Over 1,800 students and 200 staff participated in the 15km walk 
on Friday 10 August. Brightly dressed in yellow Walkathon shirts, 
students made their way along the Brisbane River through West 
End, over the Story Bridge, through the Botanical Gardens and back 
across the Goodwill Bridge into South Bank, crossing the finish line at 
the College’s South Brisbane Campus.

Funds raised by the Walkathon are donated to charities including 
the Catholic Foundation – Archdiocese of Brisbane, Act for Kids, The 
Hands of Rescue (THOR) Foundation, Childhood Cancer Support 
and the Mater Foundation – Mater Little Miracles.

The 15.5 kilometre walk measures just over 19,000 steps and takes 
approximately 2.5 hours to complete. Thank you to all involved for 
your support of this great Lauries’ tradition.

We would also like to recognise our sponsors who have generously 
supported this event. These include, major sponsor Cleanstate 
Commercial Cleaning, Network Solutions, 88 Electrical, Garth 
Brokensha Plumbers, JNI Interiors, Canon Australia, Junior Senior 
Uniforms / John Ellingsen Agencies, 1300Medics and T-Shirt Supply. 
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I have to say, I’m a fortunate young man. Back in 2014, my parents 
offered a resounding ‘Yes’ when I came home from school 
and told them that I’d like to join the Lauries Immersion to 
Vietnam. At the time, I had no idea that building houses and 

working with hearing impaired children in South East Asia would 
do so much to ignite my passion for service.

Since 2014, I’ve been back to Vietnam with the Lauries Immersion 
four times. I’m now a second year uni student, and here I am thinking 
about my preparations for a fifth consecutive tour. With such a track 
record people often ask - “What is it that keeps you wanting to go 
back?” The answer for me is pretty clear : Whilst the Vietnam Tour 
is first and foremost about serving others, it’s also about cultural 
exchange and friendship. Over the years I’ve made some significant 
connections with the teachers and students at Truóng khuyết tật 
Nhân Ái, a school for deaf children. It is incredibly rewarding to 
see the young students flourishing year-on-year. Admittedly, we 
are yet to beat the older students in the annual game of footy 
(spherical ball), but we continue to bring our passion and energy 
each year and we are always received as friends. The work we do at 
the school is a highly valued part of the immersion, and I can’t wait 
to get involved in the fun and games again this year. We paint, we 
play, we celebrate – what could be more fun? My hope is that our 
2018 Lauries boys have a decent striker and a decent goalkeeper 
in their ranks.

Of course, one needs to eat while on tour, and Vietnamese food 
provides another glorious reason as to why I’m so keen to fly out 
to South East Asia each year. Overall, Lauries boys cope well with 
the Asian cuisine. In my view, the all you can eat breakfast buffets are 
a huge hit; especially ahead of a hard day’s work on a building site. 
Although we always manage to find a Maccas for a burger and latte, 
it’s the spicy chicken soups, spring rolls and bowls of veggie fried rice 
with fish sauce, that excite. And what of those sugar-laden luxuries 
that boys love? Our hotel comes-up-trumps with an enviable range 
of milkshakes, all at SE Asia prices. It’s probably a good thing that 
the hotel is flush with hospitality staff to keep pace with our levels 
of consumption. Hmm… on reflection, maybe that’s one of those 
immersion secrets that needed to stay on tour? But, I’m sure the 
building work does for the additional calories, so what’s the worry? 
Perhaps there are ‘no worries’, as we Australians like to say.

The travel experience itself is a powerful thing for any young man. 
But what of the building work we do in Vietnam? In 2018, we will 
complete our sixth house-build in the town of Mỹ Tho (40km south 
west of Saigon). The families for whom we build are families in need. 
Often, they have children with disabilities, and more often than not, 
they are also single parent families. Each year I’m blown away by 
the generosity of these wonderful people who have less money, 
less food and less medical cover than the average Aussie. In spite 
of this, our experience is consistent; they feed us, patch us up when 
we hammer a thumb or graze an elbow, and provide bottomless 
refills of tea. They show so much gratitude, even though they have 
so little, it’s this amazing humility that keeps my passion stoked 
for the project. Every year, we pay a visit to each of the families 
we have helped in the past. As with the work we do at the local 
school, it’s so heart-warming to see the long term benefits of the 
project. The work we do definitely changes lives. Where children 
previously had no place to study, they have their own room and 
some decent privacy. Where families were previously vulnerable 
to home invasions, they have security. Where families were relying 
on the kindness of neighbours, they now offer hospitality to others.

I could go on and on about why I love going back: entertaining tour 
guides, amazing food and crazy cash deals in the markets on fake 
designer gear. But let’s face it, it’s not these experiences alone. There 
is something about legacy and there is something about service. In 
all my years of participation in the Building Across Borders Project, 
I haven’t met one Lauries gentleman who’s said they wouldn’t go 
back and do it again! In this respect, I have to say, I’m a fortunate 
young man.

VIETNAM  
IMMERSION

by Lauries Old Boy Class of 2016, Scott Turner
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STAFF PROFILES

I joined the team at Lauries in November 
2015. My role as Administration Assistant 
to the Music Department is varied – no 
two days are ever the same. I assist and 
support staff, students and parents in 
all matters. It is an extremely busy job 
administrating for 19 music staff, 580 
students involved in 27 ensembles and 540 
students taking tuition on instruments or 
voice.

I like working at Lauries because it gives 
me a unique opportunity to support and 
contribute to the musical and emotional 
development of our students. I am grateful 
to have a job that I love and where I can 
make a difference.

The Music Department team are a vibrant 
and diverse group of people, dedicated and 
caring professionals who are experts at 
getting the most out of the students with 
their music. Each staff member is extremely 
supportive of my position in the team. 

My favourite memories are watching the 
performances – the informal end of year 
bands’ concert on the green, the beautiful 
acoustics of St Ignatius Church filled with 

the sound of singing and guitar strumming, 
watching the final concert for the string 
orchestras and marvelling at how far they 
have progressed throughout the year. 
Witnessing the excitement of the primary 
students performing for the first time 
at the Year 5 Music Night is also another 
memorable moment. The pride of the 
senior musicians mentoring the younger 
students is truly wonderful to see.

After beginning my teaching profession in 
Hervey Bay and then overseas in London, 
I returned to my hometown of Brisbane 
and joined the Lauries Community in 
2014. Originally, I began doing contract 
and supply work while I was completing 
postgraduate studies. Although I have a 
background in Secondary Education, it 
was the incredibly positive experience 
working with the Primary Team that gave 
me a passion for teaching the youngest 
pupils of the College. 

Now, as a Year 5 Classroom teacher in new 
flexible learning spaces, my role involves 
curriculum delivery of key learning areas 
and, often more importantly, the pastoral 
support of my students. 

I enjoy working in the Primary School at 
Lauries because of the fabulous Primary 
Team, the eagerness and kindness of my 
students, the quirky personalities that 

they are developing and the creative 
spaces that we get to work in. I am very 
lucky to collaborate with such dedicated 
and professional colleagues who make 
the teaching and learning experience a 
rewarding one on a daily basis.

Though they differ from year to year, the 
students I teach are little Lauries gentlemen. 
They come to school each day with a sense 
of pride, they work hard to make a good 
impression and it is this genuine enthusiasm 
that I find infectious. If I were to offer advice 
to my students, it would include: 

Ms Katherine Wilson
 Administration Assistant - Music

Ms Alicia Sheehan
 Primary Teacher

Before moving to Australia with my 
family, I worked for the police force in 
South Africa for 24 years as a detective in 
forensic investigations. 

I grew up on a property in South Africa 
and my background is on the farm. It’s 
those maintenance and handyman skills 
that I use to look after the buildings 
and grounds here at the College.  
I joined the team seven years ago and enjoy 
being involved in school camps as well as 
property maintenance. I have been on the 
Middle School camps to Stradbroke Island 
for the last five years and visited Charters 
Towers this year for the Confraternity 
Rugby League Carnival. It’s my job to 
prepare the camp, provide first aid, and 
assist with the food. I like to work with kids 
and people who appreciate what you do, 
it’s also nice for the boys to get to know 
you in a different role.

Outside of Lauries, I am a volunteer for 
the Marine Rescue as president from the 
Southern Zone, covering rescue missions 
from Brisbane to the NSW border, I am 
a first responder for the Queensland 
Ambulance, and I am involved with the 
Afrikaans Club Australia. The aim of the 
club is to introduce South Africans to the 
Australian lifestyle and society by helping 
them find a place to live, register for taxes, 
medicare and rental applications, make new 
friends, and celebrate both Australian and 
Afrikaans’ cultures. 

I began working at Lauries thirteen years 
ago as the Head of Science. I moved into 
my position as Head of Senior School 
Studies 18 months ago, where I am 
fortunate to be able to combine my focus 
on both curriculum and pastoral care. 

My role involves working with the Heads 
of Year, parents and classroom teachers to 
ensure that students can achieve the best 
possible results in their studies. As students 
move into their final years of schooling and 
begin to look at post-school pathways, I 
assist them in developing individual plans, 
looking at their strengths and weaknesses, 
and working directly with them to improve 
their academic results.

My background is in science and I enjoy 
continuing to teach Chemistry to senior 
students. 

One of my favourite traditions at Lauries 
is the wine and cheese night which our 
Biology and Chemistry students host for 
their parents each year. Throughout the 
term, our senior Chemistry class learn the 
science of wine-making, creating blends 
of cabernet sauvignon, chardonnay and 
shiraz in the laboratory; while our Biology 
students experiment in making ricotta and 
mozzarella. Academically, students gain 
skills and experience in the chemistry and 
biology involved in wine and cheese-making. 
On a social level, while students aren’t able 

to drink the wine themselves, they gain 
an understanding of the social etiquette 
around wine tasting and conversation. 
This also provides an opportunity for each 
student’s parents to see what their son has 
been working on and enjoy the produce.

My advice to students is to not wait until 
Year 12 to start working hard. You need 
to build your knowledge, understanding 
and study skills before you enter Senior 
School. That way you will give yourself the 
best chance of achieving the results you are 
capable of. 

Mr Jannie Bloem
 Property Maintenance Officer

Ms Kirsten Wardrop
 Head of Senior School Studies

“Be proud enough to be yourself; Never stop 

learning; What you think, say and do matters to 

who you will ultimately become; and failure is an 

important process and an opportunity to grow.”

26 27



CAMP LAURENCE

After a very long and dry winter, we have welcomed spring with 
open arms at Camp Laurence and the surrounding Scenic Rim 
area. Lake Moogerah is currently sitting at 78.9% capacity, nearly 
15% less than this time last year and the lowest it has been since 
2006. Our thoughts go out to the drought-stricken farmers 
during this tough time, we hope and pray that reprieve is on the 
horizon.

It was ‘tent city’ once again at Camp Laurence as our students set 
up to enjoy the great outdoors for their annual Year 11 Leadership 
Retreat. On Thursday night we were accompanied by our parent 
community for our traditional Mass and BBQ dinner, hosted by 
the students. This was a special night for the students to share and 
reflect with their parents, fellow classmates and the wider Lauries 
community. 

Early in Term 3 our Year 9 Lauries lads were off on a four-day 
adventure across South East Queensland; travelling to Mt Barney, 
Condamine River and Cooloola. A test of resilience, teamwork and 
at times, pure grit, the boys were certainly put through their paces. 
At the end of the day, every boy walked away that little bit taller 
knowing what they achieved.

Education… Outdoors

• Outdoor education is more than just a break from the 
classroom for St Laurence’s College students, it’s educating 
in a different way. We believe that outdoor education 
transforms students by:

• Strengthening bonds: developing students’ ability to 
understand and work with their peers through shared 
challenges.

• Building character : working on individual confidence and 
resilience through accomplishment.

• Creating memories: developing memorable achievements 
and experiences with peers and teachers amid our beautiful 
natural environment.

Camp Laurence continues to provide quality Outdoor Education 
Programs for a number of external school, community and sporting 
groups. For more information visit camplaurence.com.au and our 
Facebook page facebook.com/camplaurence. 

by Camp Laurence Manager, Ms Narelle Gowland
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YEAR 11  
SEMI FORMAL

The 2018 Semi Formal, held at the beautiful Victoria Park Golf Club 
on Friday 20 July, will most certainly be one of the most memorable 
aspects of our individual Lauries Journey. 

The anticipation for this event had been resonating within the cohort 
since the beginning of the School year and I’m sure my fellow peers 
and attending teachers agree that the night surpassed this build-up.

One of the most remarkable things that caught my eye on the night, 
which I’m confident contributed to the tremendous success of the 
evening, was the strong bonds of friendship between each student 
of the grade; it was brotherly-like. This created an atmosphere of 
acceptance and positivity, where all young men and their dates could 
enjoy each others’ company and come together on the dance floor. 
This created a memorable night, not only for myself, but for every 
single person present, due to our grade’s culture of comradery. 

On behalf of the 2018 Year 11 cohort, we would like to thank the 
College teachers who gave up their time to attend the function 
and all those who helped facilitate the event for granting us such a 
special evening, I’m sure the night has forged itself into each of our  
long-term memories. 

by Year 11 student, Lawrence Lagos
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FROM THE  
Archives

College Museum & Hall of Fame - Where the past meets the future 

The College Museum recently celebrated its second anniversary. 
It was officially opened in August 2016 by our first Museum 
and Archive Curator, Aiden Fox-Boynton (Class of 2011). We 
are indebted to Aiden for his excellent work in establishing the 
Museum in its current form.

The College Museum was conceived to collect and preserve the 
records and artefacts of St Laurence’s College and to tell our story 
for generations to come. Archival material provides an authentic 
record of our heritage, an appreciation of those who preceded 
us, both students and staff, and celebrates our community. The 
Museum promotes an awareness of the College’s history and the 
contribution of the Christian Brothers to education in Australia. Its 
resources enable staff and students to be aware of, and educated 
in, the College’s historical and spiritual roots. In many ways, whether 
we are talking of our immediate family or even of nations, we are 
our story. The power of the Anzac story attests to that fact.

Our aim for the Lauries Museum is to actively preserve, identify, 
collect and classify, while making accessible, all material relevant 
to the past and ongoing history of the College. Books, pictures, 
artefacts and stories from your time at Lauries are valued treasures 
of tomorrow.

Recently the College Old Boys celebrated the reunions of the 
Classes of ‘58, ‘68, ‘78, ‘88, ‘98 and 2008, along with an Old Boys’ 
Luncheon. The Reunion groups gathered in the Museum and Hall 
of Fame in ERPAC to reminisce, reconnect with old school friends 
and celebrate their time spent at the College. The exhibits there 
were the catalyst for many memories, no doubt ‘enhanced’ in  
the retelling! 

The Museum regularly welcomes visitors who look though our 
enrolment books, Inspectors’ reports and photos to find uncles, 
fathers and cousins when researching family history or family trees.

We thank all the donors to the Museum for their continued 
support; we are currently looking for new donations to add to our 
displays and would love to hear from you if you have any items you 
would like to donate or even to offer on long or short term loan 
to the Museum. 

We would be most appreciative of any items you may be able to 
contribute. These could include:

• Any items from St Killian’s School and Seminary for Boys
• Photographs of celebrations or events, especially from the 

20s, 30s or 40s.
• Commemorative items – badges, awards, pennants.
• Personal memoirs, diaries or scrapbooks
• Memorabilia – clothing, hats, school bags
• Study material – writing books, school equipment – rulers, 

pencil cases, textbooks
• Old school passes or IDs, bus tickets, train or tram tickets.

The Museum is open by appointment. If you would like to visit 
please call us on 3010 1111 or email archive@slc.qld.edu.au.

You will be most welcome.
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AROUND THE 
COLLEGE

Shave for a Cure
Over twenty Year 12 students participated in the World’s 
Greatest Shave, raising over $11,500 in support for the 
Leukaemia Foundation. The Integrity Committee was 
joined by some of our wonderful Year 12 mothers and 
assisted by Mrs Spina to ensure the occasion was a  
huge success. 

ANZAC Day 
Service

Mother’s Day

Winter Concert Series
The Music Department showcased the incredible 
talents of our students in Term 2 with the much 
anticipated Winter Concert Series. From 6-19 
June, the Lauries community was invited to enjoy 
musical performances at the Guitar Showcase, 
Strictly Strings, Band Blast, String and Strum, and 
Treblehood in Concert.
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It has certainly been a very busy time for the Association in recent 
months. In August we held the Old Boys’ Weekend which saw 
the years of 1948, ‘58, ‘68, ‘78, ‘88, ‘98 and 2008 come together to 
celebrate their respective class reunions. The numbers for each 
year group were incredibly strong, yet again demonstrating how 
important events like these are to the Old Boys’ community. The 
weekend also included the now annual Memorial Mass which saw 
over 150 people come together to celebrate the lives of Old Boys 
and their families no longer with us. 

Thanks to the College for their continued support to make this event 
a highlight on the annual calendar. A very special thanks to the boys 
from Years 10-12 who generously gave up their time to assist across 
the five days of celebration (a very long weekend of celebrations).

There is a separate update on the Woody Cup in this magazine, 
but the Cup is now into its second year and growing with 
each event. Since the last update, a further 30+ Old Boys have 
taken part to give our senior sporting teams invaluable practice 
leading up to their respective AIC seasons. The bonds are strong 
and this is further reinforced by the fact that more than 70 Old 
Boys assisted College sporting teams in the first half of 2018.  
A truly great effort as we all continue on our Lauries Journey. 

Finally, one of the many initiatives the Association is working on is 
the building of Memorial Stairs at Runcorn. The stairs will lead from 
the dressing sheds onto the Main Crawford Oval. If you would like 
to learn more about this project or make a contribution, please see 
the ad below to find out how. 

OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION

President SLOBA 2018
Peter Wendt

Members of the SLOBA Executive
SLOBA President, Peter Wendt (‘88), College Principal Chris Leadbetter and  
Chairman of SLOBF, Rob Siganto (‘86)

The Runcorn Playing Fields are the heart of  
St Laurence’s College sporting codes; and the 
SLC Old Boys’ Association is looking to create an 
inaugural ceremonial staircase to be positioned at 
the base of the Players Changing Rooms to allow 
our sporting teams a commanding access to their 
playing fields. 

The ceremonial staircase is expected to be the 
first of a number of small projects that SLC Old 
Boys’ intend to undertake in collaboration with 
the College. The St Laurence’s College Old Boys’ 
Association would truly value further support 
from the Lauries community through financial and  

in-kind contributions towards this 
transformational redevelopment.

All monetary donations above $2.00 are  
tax deductible and can be made by visiting  
www.slcoldboys.com.au or contacting the  
College Development Office on (07) 3010 1178 
or development@slc.qld.edu.au

Thank you to Old Boys Paul Sheppard (‘80), 
David Turnbull (‘88) and Denis Brown (‘59) who 
have already generously given their efforts in 
helping with the design and estimation processes 
for this project. 

Awash with eight decades of past Lauries students, the Old Boys’ 
Weekend surpassed previous expectations and was dubbed  “The 
SLC Old Boys’ Irish Wedding”, due to its four-day celebratory period.

One of the precious gifts a Lauries education bestows is the legacy 
of mateship and the sense of community. These are forged by the 
strong bonds that are developed at St Laurence’s College and 
continue to flourish even after the student leaves the care and 
support of the “The Hill”.

This was reflected by the vast success of this year’s Old Boys’ 
Weekend, with more than 600 guests, including Old Boys from 
the Class of 1944, celebrating and reminiscing of the good old 
days of the Black and Gold with classmates and faculty, past  
and present.

The reunions held on Saturday 4 August saw many laughs, catch-
ups and a sincere appreciation of school spirit. The tour of the 
school led by current students certainly impressed the old scholars 
with how far developments at the School have modernised the 
facilities for the benefit of students today.

The following day, over 150 members of the College community 
came together in the Chapel of St Laurence O’Toole for the Old 
Boys’ Memorial Mass. Presided by Fathers Wally Dethlefs (‘56), Paul 
Rooney (‘61), and Denis Martin (‘61), the Mass included special 
remembrance moments for Old Boys no longer with us, and the 

unveiling of the numerous Chapel Chair plaques now on display. 
The service also included a special mention of the 50th anniversary 
of the passing of St Laurence’s 1955 College Captain, Miles Vass.

The finale to Sunday’s events was the annual Senior Old Boys’ 
luncheon. This event saw over 115 Old Boys from the class of 1967 
and earlier come together and catch up for a buffet lunch and drinks.

Monday and Tuesday saw Old Boys returning to SLC’s Handball Terra 
Sanctus (the Quadrangle) triumphant. The only consolation for the 
current Lauries students, whose speed and stamina were no match 
for the Old Boys’ wile and experience, was the musical concert 
that the Old Boys performed for them earlier. Performers included 
Dennis Geraghty (‘68), Kev Nolan (‘81) and Matt Swiderek (‘11).

The ‘older’ Old Boys from the Class of 1958 later enjoyed a morning 
tea on the Monastery balcony prior to being acknowledged for their 
participation in their own Lauries Journey by Anthony Samios (‘80) 
of SLC and the Old Boys’ Association. At this assembly Professor 
Alan Layton (‘71) presented current Principal Chris Leadbetter a 
donation incorporating the revitalized Nick and Tony Dyer Bursary 
to the College. Special guest Mr Simon Dyer, whose commitment 
to our College through the Old Boys’ Foundation has made a 
significant impact to the lives of disadvantaged and marginalised 
students, was present to witness the standing ovation by a full 
College assembly for the Class of 1958.

On behalf of the entire College, I wish to thank all of the guests, staff 
and students who made the Old Boys’ Weekend possible. 

Adriano Franchi 
SLC Marketing and Development Manager

OLD BOYS’ WEEKEND  
CELEBRATES EIGHT GENERATIONS  

OF PAST STUDENTS
by Adriano Franchi, Marketing and Development Manager

Ceremonial Staircase
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‘68

‘78

On the evening of 4 August 2018, 
49 members of the Class of 1968 
and preceding years gathered 
in the courtyard of the Hogan 
Building to celebrate their 50-
year reunion. The presence of 
the ghosts of former teachers 
and students was very strong as 
memories flowed of characters 
and events in the surrounding 
rooms that refuse to be forgotten. 
Lifelong friendships were revered 
and the 15 Old Boys who have passed 
away were remembered. Special mention 
was made of Peter Goodwin who was 
unable to attend due to illness.

We toasted each other with (1/3 pint) 
bottles of ‘little lunch’ milk before moving 
on to stronger drinks for ‘big lunch’! (At 
least the milk was cold - thanks Tony.) 
Dennis Geraghty played and sang a medley 

of songs from the sixties and everyone 
enjoyed the slideshow of photos and videos 
put together by Mick Fanning.

Mick Capelin, Tom Armstrong, Tony Harrington 
and Barry Kirby reminded everyone of the 
times we had shared in this place over 50 
years ago and the fact that the values we had 
learnt from our parents and the school were 
still being applied in activities such as Barry’s 
‘The Hands of Rescue’ project in PNG.

Thank you to Adriano Franchi and Helen 
Turner from the SLC Development Office 
who did such a great job of helping to 
organise the night, preparing the venue 
along with enlarged school photos and 
arranging catering to ensure the success of 
the evening. 

 - The Class of 1968 Organising Committee

The Class of 1978 had a fantastic reunion 
at the College on 4 August 2018. It 
was great to have nearly 30 Old Boys 
gather for the tour of the College and 
the official reception adjacent to the  
College Museum. 

Following the official reception, the Class 
of ‘78 gathered in the Foyer of ERPAC for 
our individual class function. The drinks and 
canapés were superb and we enjoyed them 
in a quiet place which enabled the group to 
mingle and catch up. Of special note was 
that the location allowed the group to form 
a circle and hear stories from everyone who 
wanted to say something. These moments 
allowed everyone to participate and share 
funny stories, and included tributes to the 
school and to the students and teachers 
who touched our lives including those no 
longer with us. Many of the lads have not 
really changed from the great crew we 
remember from the school days.

Thanks to those who travelled and notably, 
College Captain Mike Keppel who flew in 
from Malaysia for the occasion.

After the festivities finished at the College, a 
number of the group moved on to venues 
in South Bank to continue the celebration 
and even catch some of other reunion 
groups. A late night for some (I last checked 
my watch at 12.45 am).

- Chris Skelton

As they say, time flies and so it was when the Class 
of 1988 gathered with fellow reunion years for the 
official reception in ERPAC. The evening allowed our 
class to mingle with other years and reminisce of the 
transformation the College has gone through over the 
decades. We had over 30 old boys attend and once 
formal proceedings were over, we moved down to the 
Ship Inn for our own private event (until the ‘78 group 
gate crashed). A lot of “tall” stories and memories were 
shared across the evening. The most notable difference 
since the 20 year reunion was the reduction of those not 
ravaged by the follicles of time.

Like many of the reunion groups, we had people travel 
from afar, including Hong Kong and around Australia. We 
also had messages of support, particularly from many living 
and working overseas who could not join us, demonstrating 
the varied paths many of us have taken since leaving the 
College on the Hill. Then, for many in attendance, it was 
also good to see their sons now undertaking their own 
Lauries Journey. 

It was fantastic event from start to finish. The concept of 
having reunion groups together for a short period, then 
breaking off into their individual years, is to be applauded. 
Thanks to College Principal Chris Leadbetter, Adriano 
Franchi, the Old Boys’ Association and the boys from the 
College who gave up their time to provide tours and 
general assistance for the evening. It could not have been 
a better event.

- Peter Wendt 

Old friends and long-lost class mates 
gathered at the Fox Hotel on the evening 
of Saturday 4 August to celebrate and 
reminisce of special times at Lauries.

Some hadn’t aged a day and apart from 
some additional facial hair, it was almost 
like we were back at school.

The night started off strong in the Fox 
function room and gained momentum 
from there where drinks, snacks and 
shared memories from our school years 
were enjoyed. It was interesting to see 
where life had taken my old class mates 
and what lay ahead in 2018 and the not 
too distant future.

Thank you to all that were able to attend 
and to those that travelled from afar, it 
was a great night. Another big thank 
you must go to the SLC Events Team 
for organising the school reunion; we 
couldn’t have done it without you.

To the rest of my 2008 classmates and 
those who were unable to attend, I 
hope to see you again in 2028 for the  
20-year reunion.

Black and Gold, Forever. 

- Nick Lieschke 

CLASS OF 1968

CLASS OF 1988

CLASS OF 1998

CLASS OF 1978

CLASS OF 
2008

Head of Year for Years 8-10, Mr Dan Bynon. 

A big thank you goes to the legend Br 
Damien Price, who attended the whole 
evening, and to our Captain, Patrick Batch, 
for arranging this.

The group then made its way to the 
Brewhouse (i.e. old Clarence Corner) for 
many more good times late into the evening. 
It was great to reminisce about our school 
days, and to find out a little more about the 
lives that people were now living. Hopefully 
we don’t wait another ten years to catch up! 
For any 1998 seniors looking to stay in touch, 
search on facebook for the “St Laurence’s 
College Old Boys - Class of ‘98” group.

- ‘Jobby’ O’Brien

20 years?! It couldn’t possibly be that long since one of the finest 
cohorts to grace the College Hill walked out the gates for the last time. 
Just shy of 50 members of the Class of ‘98 gathered together once more 
to share old stories and have a laugh. It was amazing how some of the 
little moments could be recalled from our memories after so long.

The night began by joining the other reunion year groups for a tour of the 
College and a welcome function in the museum level of ERPAC. For some, 
this was their first look at the school for 20 years, and not one building 
was the same as we’d left it. 

We would like to thank some of our past teachers for answering a 
late invitation to attend this component: Mr Peter Foster (12 Red), Br 
Michael Ryan (12 Silver), and Mrs Margaret Dowling (12 Maroon), and our 

‘08
‘98‘88
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Today, Dan is the guiding force that 
ensures everyone in his College team 
creates a thriving school culture, 
making sure all students are known, 
and are cared for as human beings 
first, and taught well as individuals 
second. What motivates Dan now is 
the nurture and influence that was 
the foundation of his experience 
as a Lauries boy. “It was a time of 
inspiration, inspiration that I can 
see is being lived by the boys who 
attend St Laurence’s today”.

“In a society that has become 
polarised between those who 
have versus those who have not, 
we have an obligation to ensure 

we give back. We (in Australia) have all won the “lottery ticket of 
life” just through circumstance. Lauries boys are taught to leave the 
world a better place than when we found it, to do something about 
that inequity.”

Dan’s family are extremely proud of the service and commitment 
shown to others by his late brother, Brother Tim McMahon (‘78).  
Tim was a talented academic and the family thought he would go 
on to succeed in business after graduating St Laurence’s College. 
“It was a big surprise that he went into the Brotherhood”. Tim saw 
it as an opportunity to make a positive difference in the world. He 
took the courageous step to open the first flexi-learning school at 
Woodridge, a school developed for kids who had disengaged from 
learning and society. The new school was a prophetic step for the 
Christian Brothers at the time. Tim started a very new ministry 
for kids who were most in need, for those who had fallen through 
the cracks of family and society.” Tim wouldn’t teach for long, he 
became ill quite young and would often need to lay on the floor of 
the classroom to mitigate the pain in his back whilst continuing to 
deliver his lessons.

In Tim’s memory, Dan and his family have come back to  
St Laurence’s to balance out inequity by gifting a new bursary. 
The bursary named in honour of his brother Tim, will enable a 
deserving Lauries boy who has the vision to look into their future 
and see university, a well-paying job, community service and more;  
to be bestowed his final year’s tuition at St Laurence’s College.

One of St Laurence’s College (SLC) oldest Old Boys,  
Joseph (Joe) Zagami (class of 1935) passed away peacefully  
on Sunday 27 May, 2018. Aged 100 Years and three months.

Starting at St Laurence’s College after attending St Mary’s South 
Brisbane, Joe finished Scholarship (now Year 10) in 1933 before 
joining the railways. Joe served his country by enlisting in the 
Army in 1941 where he served in Port Moresby and Milne Bay 
until discharged in 1945. 

Joe married Betty and 
raised three children, 
Josine, Bill and Kevin.  
An active member of St 
Pius X Parish at Salisbury, 
Joe cared deeply about 
many social issues. 

The Lauries community 
has been enriched by 
his presence. He will be 
sadly missed, and lovingly 
remembered. 

VALE OLD BOYS

OBITUARIES

We endeavour to acknowledge all Old Boys and Past 
Teachers who have passed.

The Old Boys’ Association is committed to respectfully 
acknowledging the passing of Old Boys. To assist us in 
recognising those who are no longer with us, please email  
slcoldboys@slc.qld.edu.au

ZagamiMcMahon JosephBrother TimA FAMILY’S SERVICE  
TO LEARNING LEAVES A  

LASTING LEGACY

Old Boy Dan McMahon (‘74) is Principal of Shalom 
College, Bundaberg. A School that, like St Laurence’s 
College, proudly celebrates the Edmund Rice 
traditions of forming young hearts and minds by 

providing excellent educational opportunities while impressing 
on its students gospel values.

Dan became a teacher thanks to the wonderful formation he 
received at St Laurence’s College, inspired by the men who taught 
him – people like Br ‘Dan’ Sheriff, Pat O’Neill and Paul Forrester. 
“I was inspired by their values to serve something bigger than 
themselves, to join something greater, rather than pursuing the 
possibility of a corporate career.”

Brother Tim McMahon (‘78)

Joe Zagami 1935

Lawrence Mee 1944

Bill Collins 1948

Barry Cooper 1953

Brian Falcongreen  1953

Kenneth Spillane 1954

Gary Balkin 1956

Gerald Mackay 1958

Kevin McNamara 1958

Patrick Costigan 1959

Tony McNamara 1960

Chuong To 2012

Jordan Hutton 2016

Lawrie Mousley  
(Past Brother and Teacher)  

1950 - 1954

Brother Tim McMahon started 
at St Laurence’s College in 
Year 5, 1971 following in the 
footsteps of his older brothers 
Terry, Patrick and Dan.

He loved his time at Lauries, 
he was a good student, but 
an ordinary sportsman. Tim 
felt privileged to come under 
the influence of the wonderful 
and saintly, Br GB (Dan) Sheriff, 
who introduced him (and 
generations of Lauries boys) to 
‘service learning’ through the 
outreach of the Edmund Rice 
Society and their work with the 
underprivileged and disabled. Tim 
absorbed a deep spirituality under 

the influence of Br Sheriff and a real sense of obligation to 
make a difference for those far less fortunate in society.

He loved learning and had the ability at the end of Year 12, to 
pursue a very lucrative career. Instead, he joined the Christian 
Brothers to begin his career as a teacher in Townsville and 
Ipswich, before undertaking his final mission in the newly 
emerging Christian Brothers’ outreach program for young 
people who could not fit into mainstream schooling. This was 
located in Woodridge.

In early 1987, Tim was diagnosed with Hodgson’s Lymphoma; 
a terminal illness. He continued his passion to teach  
young minds, delivering lessons despite the physical pain he 
often experienced. 

In the months before his passing, Tim spoke to many school 
students and groups about the process he was going through 
and what having a terminal disease meant for him. He reminded 
many listeners that, when “all was boiled down”, there was 
nothing more important or valuable in life than developing 
quality relationships.

In early June 1988 when his doctors advised that his illness 
was terminal, Tim took his final vows as a Christian Brother at 
the Mater Hospital Chapel. He returned to his hospital bed 
immediately after the ceremony. A few days later, Tim was 
transferred to Mt Olivet Hospital for Palliative Care.

His final weeks on earth saw him in great spirit surrounded 
by so many friends and family who loved him. He died quietly 
on June 21, 1988 aged 27. The story of the McMahon family at 
St Laurence’s College continued for many years. His nephews, 
Greg (‘86), Sean (‘87), Michael (‘94), Paul (‘95), Liam (‘99), Peter 
(‘04) and Damian (‘09) are all proud Lauries boys.

Principal Dan McMahon (‘74)
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It has often been said that St Laurence’s College is built on  
strong foundations. 

When I attended Lauries in the 1960s, the resident Christian 
Brothers would often go without, to allow a boy whose family 
was in financial difficulty to remain at the College at no cost, or 
with a greatly reduced tuition.

In fact, several years after I left the College, my mother informed 
me, I myself was just such a boy! The great generosity of those 
Christian Brothers allowed many boys to get the wonderful 
opportunity that is a Lauries Journey. 

The mission of the St Laurence’s College Old Boys’ Foundation 
is to continue their legacy by accepting financial donations from 
Old Boys and others in the community who share their ethos 

and values. These funds are then invested, and earnings from 
these investments provide an annual gift to the College. 

This gift contributes in a modest way to the very substantial  
St Laurence’s College bursary program; by providing bursaries 
to families who need financial assistance to keep their sons at  
St Laurence’s College. 

Over the past ten years, the Foundation has been able to provide 
the College with nearly $350,000 in additional financial support, 
thus helping more than 65 families to allow their sons to continue 
their own personal Lauries Journey. 

It is important to recognise the significant contribution of our 
Donors, including the inaugural annual bursary of $10,000, 
arising from the Tony and Nick Dyer Perpetual Bursary. This 
was established from an extremely generous donation to the 
Foundation last year by Simon Dyer and his family. We are very 
thankful to people like Simon for their support of not only the 
Foundation, but the College as a whole.

The Foundation continues to play its part in helping boys on 
their Lauries Journey and we thank those that help us on that 
shared journey. 

FROM THE FOUNDATION

After losing the inaugural Woody Cup 
in 2017, the Old Boys have turned the 
tables on the 2018 Seniors.

The Woody Cup is an eight sport 
competition between the SLC Students 
(Open teams) and SLC Old Boys. It 
is named in honour of Paul “Woody” 
Forrester, former SLC teacher for 31 years 
(including seven as sportsmaster), who 
passed away in 2016.

When reported in the last edition of the 
Lauries Magazine, the SLOB team held a 
3-1 lead (with wins in swimming, cricket, 
soccer) over the students (volleyball).  
July saw three more sports contested.

First up was basketball, which went the way 
of the Old Boys, 62-49. Congratulations 
to the Old Boys team of Kurt Asquith 
‘95, James McConnell ‘01, Rob Sullivan 
‘11, Adam Stenner ‘12, Declan Nowland 
‘15, Tristan Houlihan ‘15, Taylor Budde ‘15, 
Mitchell McDonald ‘16, Jean-Luc Morel ‘16, 
and Reece Tang ‘16.

Next was tennis, where a star-studded 
SLOB team of Luke Peel ‘95, Nick Yeates 
‘95, Matthew Yeates ‘97, Dale Robertson ‘17 

again prevailed over the students. The win 
in this event secured the Woody Cup for 
the Old Boys as they took a 5-1 lead. The 
1995 First IV was the last time SLC won 
that premiership. 

Then came Cross Country, which the 
Old Boys won 31-47 (lowest score wins). 
The team was Lachlan Heshusius ‘06, 
Sean O’Connor ‘07, Mitch Taylor ‘12, Tom 
Polkinghorne ‘12, Taz Jacobs ‘12, Thomas 
Oram ‘14, Perry King ‘14, Luke Willian ‘14, 
Niall Kennard ‘17, and Matt Burton ‘17. 

A special thanks to Luke, who is now a 
professional triathlete, for running two 
days after returning from competitions 
in Europe and for speaking to the boys 
afterwards.

The final event is athletics (4x100 relay) on 
October 19, capping off another great year 
of competition.

Thanks to all Old Boys, students and staff 
for getting involved in this new tradition!

2018 WOODY CUP

College Principal Chris Leadbetter, Simon Dyer and Professor Allan Layton (‘71)

Secure your Lauries’ Legacy
St Laurence’s College is offering an opportunity 
to secure your legacy with a commemorative 
plaque in the Chapel of St Laurence O’Toole. 
Honour a loved one, commemorate your son/s 
graduation (or your own), or preserve your 
family name in this special way.

A $300 donation will ensure you join the rich 
story of the College with a beautiful 75mm x 
25mm engraved brass plate. 

Contact the College Development Manager,  
now for further information on (07) 3010 1178 
or development@slc.qld.edu.au

Deputy Chairman SLOBF 2018
Professor Allan Layton
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Thank you to the past, present and future Lauries community 
members who have already generously supported the  
St Laurence’s College 2018 Annual Giving Appeal.

Your tax-deductible gifts are greatly valued; and benefit in 
unlocking the potential of our Lauries bursary boys and assist 
in creating and supporting a more diverse student body.

While our College is so much more than its buildings and 
facilities, these environments provide the context in which we 
live, learn and laugh together. 

As we head into the final quarter of 2018, I would like to 
remind families that it is still possible to contribute to the 
2018 Appeal. These donations from our community help the 
College develop many of its outstanding learning spaces and 
provide life-changing opportunities for boys in financial need.

St Laurence’s College depends on this generosity of the entire 
Lauries community to help realise its commitment in providing 
a vibrant learning environment that motivates our boys to 
define and develop their unique talents. 

Our Annual Giving Appeal is your opportunity to make a 
personal contribution to a legacy that will not only serve the 
students of today but the generations of tomorrow.

The 2018 Annual Giving Appeal provides you with the 
flexibility to contribute to either the St Laurence’s College 
Building Fund; for the maintenance and upgrade of our 
buildings and facilities, or the St Laurence’s College Old Boys’ 
Foundation Program; providing more opportunities for boys 
to access a Lauries education. 

Any gift, however modest, will help us advance St Laurence’s 
College enormously, and unlock the potential of capable 
students, enabling them to make a real difference not just in 
the lives of its students, but of families, entire communities and 
people around the world.

The 

Giving Program

Scan to Donate

BURSARY

BUILDING

2017 ANNUAL APPEAL

BUILDING

BURSARY

2018 ANNUAL APPEAL (31/08/2018)
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Tax deductible donations 
can be still made to the 2018 
Annual Giving Appeal.  
 
Visit www.lauriesgiving.com/2018 
to contribute and assist in 
transforming the lives of our 
current and future Lauries boys.

THERE IS STILL 
TIME TO DONATE
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It was a big day of racing at Ipswich Turf Club as friends and 
members of St Laurence’s College attended the inaugural 
Lauries Labour Day Races on 7 May.

Weather conditions were overcast, but generally fine for 
witnessing the spectacle of live thoroughbred racing at Bundamba.

The main stand was full and combined with a mixture of our 
Lauries community and local onlookers who lined up to watch 
at the outside fence over 200 metres for each of the seven races. 

The Labour Day Cup was run early in the day and won by the 
Lindsay Hatch trained Kuttumurra Al, which provided a great thrill 
for our spectators.

Fashions on the Field for the ladies and gentlemen were held 
during the afternoon. Judges were on the lookout for elegant and 
stylish race wear to suit the season as well as the latest fashion 
trends. First prizes were awarded to Hayley Goss and Tim Sheehy.

Our sponsors for the event raffle were South Pacific II Cruises, 
Mrs Brown’s Bar & Kitchen, Mitchell Fine Arts, SMS Finance, the 
Kavanagh Family, and Synergy Massage. The major prize winner on 
the day being our College Principal, Mr Chris Leadbetter.

St Laurence’s College could not do what it does without the 
generous support of our Lauries community. Because of their 
generosity, the Lauries’ Races raised important funds to help our 
P&F and Old Boys’ Associations.

We are tremendously excited about what the future holds for 
the next Lauries Race Day event.

LABOUR DAY  
RACES

We will straighten
your kids out...

It’s a gift that lasts a lifetime.
Looking for the best orthodontist in Brisbane? 

Tony Weir Orthodontics offers premium oral health care for all your 
Brisbane orthodontic needs. We have two convenient locations 
in the southern part of Brisbane.  Since 1990, Dr. Tony Weir has 

been practising and developing the most effective treatments 
in this special field of dentistry.

GREENSLOPES AND CORINDA
www.orthodontistbrisbane.net 3278 1492
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Stanley St,  
South Brisbane 
Ronald McDonald  
House

cp dental - coopers plains
cp dental - emerald
cp dental - mater hill

cpdental_qld www.cpdental.com.au

Jonathan 
Cichero

Paul Ansell

PREFERRED 
PROVIDERS  

(GAP FREE FOR
PREVENTIVE CARE)*

*condit ions  apply

Real People.  Great Service

Did you know drinking juice and sports drinks aren't a healthy alternative
for your teeth?

Real People.  Great Service

Did you know drinking juice and sports drinks aren't a healthy alternative
for your teeth?

(07) 3059 6800
batchmewing.com.au

Need practical advice,
without the legal jargon?

Where anything is possible and everything is unique
www.xennoxdiamonds.com.au

Creating cherished

special moments for

St Laurence’s College

families since 1976

Level 2, 141 Queen St. Brisbane
Karl@xennoxdiamonds.com.au

Phone: 3210 6288



ST LAURENCE’S COLLEGE
A Catholic College for Boys in the Edmund Rice Tradition

slc.qld.edu.au
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