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Welcome to Lauries.
There’s a seat waiting  

for you.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

I welcome your interest in our College.

St Laurence’s College has a proud tradition of educating young men, 
since 1915.  Our College was established to educate young men to 
make a difference in the lives of others.

At St Laurence’s College, we value academic excellence, whether 
that be in the Tertiary Entrance Pathway or through the Vocational 
Pathway.  Experience tells us that young men achieve when they 
feel a sense of connection with their College.  This is where we 
excel!  Our students can benefit from our Creative Arts and 
Music programs, our excellent Sporting program and our Faith in  
Action initiatives.

We are proudly a school in the Edmund Rice Tradition and we 
honour the legacy of the Christian Brothers who founded  
this College.  

Our staff model this and aim to support families in developing 
young men who achieve excellence and contribute positively  
to society.

It is my hope that you come to understand the unique Lauries’ 
story and that your connection begins here leading to a mutually 
supportive relationship.

Regards,

Mr Chris Leadbetter

Principal



INTRODUCTION

St Laurence’s College is an all boys Catholic day school centrally 
located in South Brisbane, Queensland. With a rich and proud 
history of academic, sporting, and cultural excellence, the school 
has grown to now educate over 1,900 boys.

In the Archdiocese of Brisbane and conducted in the tradition of 
Edmund Rice, St Laurence’s College accepts students from Year 
5 to 12, drawing from a wide area of Brisbane.

Boys attending the College come from across the metropolitan 
area representing a rich mix of ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds, including international students. 

The vibrant, Catholic culture within St Laurence’s College 
contributes to the development of young men, providing an 
authentic Catholic education in partnership with staff, parents, 
homestay families and the wider community. This authentic 
Catholic education aims to promote spiritual, moral, intellectual, 
emotional, physical, cultural and social aspects of life through the 
provision of a wide variety of faith experiences and academic, 
cultural, sporting and service opportunities.

St Laurence’s College provides a culture of excellence in 
curricular breadth and pastoral care with a range of courses to 
ensure success for students with a broad range of abilities. All 
Co-Curricular programs at the College, including arts, sport and 
service learning, support the inclusion of all boys.

The College continually works towards contributing to and 
building a sustainable community, as well as empowering all to 
achieve their full potential, and to celebrate over 100 years of 
College spirit with pride.



CURRICULUM

St Laurence’s College offers a program of studies from Year 5 to 12 where the vision of a holistic education for each student 
centres on liberation for ‘life to the full’ ( John10:10).

Our students graduate as confident, capable and compassionate men of faith. As self-directed lifelong learners they exhibit a 
growth mindset and form positive relationships with others.

Learning at St Laurence’s College is student-centred, where active engagement occurs in dynamic and relevant learning 
environments that enable the learner to acquire new knowledge, deepen their understanding, and apply concepts to new 
contexts or ideas. 

The 21st Century skills and discipline-specific literacies form the foundation of the metacognitive processes that lead to mastery 
within a field of study. 

From Year 5 to 12 the College offers both support and extension programs to ensure that all boys receive a high  
quality education. 

Extension programs include:

• Immersion opportunities

• Gifted and Talented programs

• Days of Excellence

• Local, State, National and International Academic and 
Vocational Education competitions

• University Partnerships

• Career Education and Counselling

• Targeted programs in Mathematics and English

Support programs include:

• Subject tutorial support before and after school 

• Homework and study support

• Physics Club

• Literacy and Numeracy support

• English as a Second Language programs

• Work Education and Transition

FAITH

As a Catholic school, we practice our values through 
daily prayer in our classrooms and in all that we do.  
Mass is celebrated weekly by our staff and students 

in our College Chapel and at times of significant 
religious ceremonies throughout the year.

Our College has a rich enrolment of students from 
the Catholic, Christian and Orthodox Churches.  
We invite all students into the story of Jesus and 

strive to live his message of compassion, justice and 
peace through our words, fundraising, donating of 

goods and working with the disadvantaged  
in our community and internationally.    



SENIOR SUBJECTS

In Year 10, students complete core and elective subjects. The subject planning process begins in Year 9 to prepare students for 
their Senior School years. Two main pathways exist in the Senior School. These are a ‘QCE plus ATAR’ pathway (recommended 
for Tertiary entrance), and a ‘QCE only’ pathway (recommended for Vocational students). Opportunities to refine their 
pathway are presented through senior transition subjects. The Year 10 curriculum deliberately mirrors the Year 11 and 12 
subjects so that students are prepared for success in their chosen pathway.

In Years 11 and 12 at St Laurence’s College, students study two Core and four Elective subjects in order to be eligible for 
the Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE). Students are encouraged to select a studies pathway that is suited to their 
interests, abilities or eligibility needs. The benefit of studying at St Laurence’s College is the variety and depth of available 
subject offerings.

The Year 10 to12 program, offers:

• More flexible choice of study options

• A ‘QCE plus ATAR’ (tertiary) pathway

• A ‘QCE only’ (vocational) pathway

• Opportunities to study university level subjects

• Opportunities to be sponsored by industries in ‘cadet’ 
situations

• Opportunities to study at TAFE

• Work placement opportunities

• School based Apprenticeships and Traineeships

The compulsory elements of  the curriculum are:

• Catholic Studies (an experiential based subject which links 
the teachings of Blessed Edmund Rice, with authentic 
classroom activities focused on the rich religious life at  
the College)

• An English subject

•  A Mathematics subject



SPORTS

St Laurence’s College enjoys a proud record of sporting achievement. 
Participation in sporting activities, especially team games, is an integral 
part of the life of the College.

Students have a chance of selection in the school’s representative teams, 
which play in the Associated Independent Colleges (AIC) competition. 
Teams are represented in Cricket, Swimming, Track and Field, Volleyball, 
AFL, Rugby, Football, Chess, Cross Country, Basketball, Golf, Tennis and 
Rugby League.

Other sporting opportunities are offered through the Metropolitan East 
Region Sports program and other local club competitions.

FACILITIES

St Laurence’s College has excellent buildings, grounds 
and facilities which are conducive to promoting an 
effective learning environment.

Special features include: well-equipped classrooms, 
science and computer laboratories, library and resource 
centre, specialist rooms for music, television, graphics, 
design and technology. These facilities are complemented 
by a modern Performing Arts Centre,  Chapel, rooftop 
field and newly opened STEM building and indoor  
Sports Centre.

The College’s playing fields are located at Runcorn, 
adjacent to the railway station. Eight fields are enhanced 
by new change rooms and a function centre.

St Laurence’s outdoor education centre, Camp Laurence, 
is located on five hectares on the western bank of  
Lake Moogerah.



THE ARTS

The College also offers a range of  
creative and cultural activities including 

Art Club, Film and Television Club, 
debating, public speaking, musicals, 

dance and drama productions.

MUSIC

The College has an extensive and internationally 
recognised music program which works together with 
curriculum music to develop skilled and confident 
musicians. 

Students can participate in the instrumental tuition 
program during the school day and join orchestras, bands, 
ensembles and choirs which practise outside school 
hours. Ensembles perform with groups including the 
University of Queensland Orchestra and the Queensland 
Conservatorium Orchestra. 

Students also enjoy performances with other school 
groups, as well as in both national and international 
festivals. Music ensembles periodically tour interstate  
and overseas. 

The College is proud of its reputation in this area 
and encourages all students to be involved in the  
music program.

The St Laurence’s College Music program provides 
students with professional education and tuition in 
instruments such as:

• Woodwind: Flute, Clarinet, Oboe, Bassoon and 
Saxophone

• Brass: Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Euphonium 
and Tuba

• Strings: Violin, Viola, Cello and Double Bass

• Percussion: Orchestral

• Guitar: Acoustic, Classical and Contemporary

• Bass Guitar: Electric

• Vocal: Voice

• Piano: Piano

All music teachers are professionally qualified and 
provide weekly tuition during class time on an instrument 
of the student’s choice.  The College also provides music 
theory classes to enable the students to prepare for 
the study of music at tertiary level and support their  
instrumental development.  

St Laurence’s College encourages all instrumental 
students to participate in a school ensemble:

• Concert Bands

• Jazz Big Bands

• Guitar Orchestras

• String Orchestras

• Singing Groups

• Percussion Ensembles



HOMESTAY

International students enjoy the rich immersion of 
living with an Australian family in their home.  

All families meet strict government requirements to 
care for students and they provide a safe environment 
where the student feels welcome, valued and a 
member of their family.  

Immersed in the Australian culture, students will 
develop their English language skills, enjoy local foods 
and the feel the love of being in a family environment.  

Homestay families will respect their student’s cultural 
values and have their best interests considered at  
all times.  

VIETNAM IMMERSION 

For the last six years, St Laurence’s College students 
have participated in an unforgettable life experience in 
Southern Vietnam – Building Across Borders Vietnam.   

This Vietnam Immersion gives students in Senior School 
the opportunity to spend 12 days working on a home 
building site, assisting at a school and includes visits to 
significant sites in Southern Vietnam.  

We work with our partners, the Government of 
Vietnam, Local NGO’s and the Red Cross to re-house 
the poorest families in new homes, built simply under 
professional supervision by hand.  



SOUTH BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA

Desley Armitage, International Student Coordinator

P | +61 7 3010 2877  E | darmitage@slc.qld.edu.au  W | slc.qld.edu.au 
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