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ST LAURENCE’S COLLEGE
ACCELERATED MATHS PROGRAM

RATIONALE
St Laurence’s College believes that provision of enrichment and enhancement opportunities recognises the particular needs
and special abilities of high performing students, challenging them to further develop their talents and academic potential.
The intellectual growth of students demonstrating exceptional achievement in Middle School Mathematics is strengthened
and deepened when these students work with others of similar ability and interest. It is further reinforced when students
experience a rich and challenging curriculum designed to develop skills in thinking, problem solving and inquiry learning.

ACCELERATED MATHS PROGRAM
The Accelerated Maths Program (AMP) is targeted at a select group of high ability, high achieving students who have a passion
for and interest in Mathematics. These students will have a record of outstanding achievement and will have demonstrated
an exemplary work ethic (to show they are organised, diligent, persistent and highly motivated). The selected students will
be resourceful and able to work independently.
The AMP is an ideal pathway for those students who are considering selecting the highest level of Mathematics subjects in
Senior School (i.e. Specialist Mathematics).

ENTRY TO THE PROGRAM
The AMP classes will be drawn from the Year 7, Year 8, and Year 9 cohorts respectively. Students commence the AMP when
they start Year 7. The Year 8 and 9 AMP classes are made up of continuing students.
Students are invited to join the AMP after a rigorous selection process which identifies students through a combination of:
•
•
•
•

PAT Maths (Progressive Achievement Tests in Mathematics) results
NAPLAN results
Internal school based assessment
Classroom observations and teacher recommendation

An invitation to apply to AMP will be emailed late in Term 4.

Testing and
gathering data
(SEM 2, 2018)

Students invited
to participate in
AMP

Parents accept or
reject offer for
AMP placement

Participating
Year 7 students
commence AMP
(Sem 1 2019)

AMP PROGRESSION
Having successfully completed the Year 7 to 10 Mathematics course exactly one year earlier than their peers, students
enrolled in AMP may commence the study of Mathematical Methods (Mathematics B).
In their final year of enrolment at St Laurence’s College, having already completed their Senior School course of study,
students may access a range of options. These include:
•

Enrolling in a University Mathematics subject offering, gaining credit for future tertiary study

•

Undertaking a Senior Extension Subject (current offerings include Music Extension and English Extension) without
increasing their workload
Undertaking 2 units of another course of study (beyond those they elected to study in Year 11 and 12)

•

Example progression for students commencing AMP when in Year 7, 2019:
2019 Year 8

2020 Year 9

Maths content

Maths content

2021 Year 10

2022 Year 11

Maths Methods
content

Mathematical
Methods

2023 Year 12
Mathematical
Methods

2024 Possible
University
subject

NOTE
•
•

Mathematical Methods (Year 11 and 12) is a new QCAA course commencing in 2019. This subject is equivalent to
the current course, Mathematics B.
AMP students are encouraged to consider specialist Mathematics in Senior School

SUBJECT SELECTION
Participation in Accelerated Maths Program will have no effect on subject selection (elective or core) in the current or
subsequent years and reporting documents will reflect enrolment in this course of study.

MONITORING AND REVIEW
Ongoing involvement in the program will be monitored and reviewed. The following are important points to consider
about AMP:
•

An accelerated course of study is offered by the College to selected students. Parents may, at any time, elect to accept
or reject the offer on behalf of their child.

•

The onus is on the student to continually demonstrate his commitment to AMP. He needs to understand that his place
in the program is subject to performance at an appropriate level (B+ or higher). It is the intention of the College that
the placement remains to the student’s advantage.

•

Performance in assessment tasks will be subject to ongoing monitoring. Parents will be contacted regarding any decline
in achievement.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What if my son achieves an A in Maths but is not offered a place in AMP?
AMP is designed as an effective way to meet the needs of those exceptional mathematicians who learn at a rapid
pace. However, it is not the only way to meet those needs. Mathematics at St Laurence’s College is offered at
different levels during each year of study. Enrichment opportunities are available regardless of whether or not
a student participates in AMP. A great deal of care is taken in the selection and placement of students in Maths
classes that are best suited to their needs.
Is accepting an invitation to participate in AMP compulsory?
No. Parents should discuss this enrolment option with their son before determining whether they believe this is
the best course of study.
Are there any disadvantages to participating in AMP?
We believe that AMP is a premium mathematics acceleration option for our gifted students. However, it will not
be appropriate for every student, even if he is a brilliant mathematician. You may decide that the program will
place too much pressure on your son. Perhaps he prefers to take his time and think deeply about his studies. For a
variety of reasons, your son may opt not to participate in AMP. He is still capable of achieving top academic results
at the conclusion of his senior studies.
If my son is not invited to participate in AMP, can he reapply in a year’s time?
Due to the fast-paced nature of the program, students are not normally invited to join part-way through. Alternative
extension and enrichment opportunities will continue to be available through the year level maths courses.
What will happen if my son is not coping with the AMP?
We will be in contact to discuss different options with you. However, if it is necessary for your son to discontinue
his participation in AMP, he will be placed in a maths class at his year level. This will not disadvantage his senior
school subject selections or Year 12 results.
Who should I contact for more information and support
The following people may be of assistance to you:
•
•
•

Head of Faculty (Mathematics)
Head of Gifted and Talented
College Counsellors

CONTACT

4

Office hours

7:45am to 3:50pm

Phone

07 3010 2772

Fax		

073010 1188

Email		

slc@slc.qld.edu.au

Website

www.slc.qld.edu.au
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ST LAURENCE’S COLLEGE
A Catholic College for Boys in the Edmund Rice Tradition

slc.qld.edu.au

