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INTRODUCTION

St Laurence’s College Primary School delivers an outstanding 
holistic education for boys in Years 5 and 6. It is intentionally 
operated as a primary school, in a purpose built, self-contained 
precinct. Primary students enjoy many advantages being part 
of a Years 5 to 12 College. The current Primary enrolment is 
approximately 325 students, forming six collaboratively taught 
classes. The academic, personal and spiritual growth of each 
boy is the focus of all staff, working in partnership with parents.

Students study the core subject areas of Religion, English, 
Mathematics, Science and HASS under the direct instruction 
of exceptional Home Class Teachers. They also study Music, 
Visual Art, Drama, Chinese and Health and PE under the 
guidance of specialists in those faculties. The staffing structure 
is extensive and allows for leadership positions to ensure 
continuity, consistency and excellence across all classes. The 
teaching and learning model, including targeted programs can 
be found in this booklet. 

Students are issued with a personal laptop from Year 5 to 
support their learning and provide them with exceptional IT 
connectivity and skill development. Students can also access 
Learning Support and the College Enrichment Program.

Primary students are strongly encouraged to engage in the 
extensive co-curricular program across sport, music, cultural 
and service domains. Year 5 and 6 boys also attend an annual 
year level outdoor education camp each year as part of their 
overall education and development.

The Primary School provides an excellent foundation for 
students and families commencing their Lauries Journey. It 
provides numerous opportunities for boys and parents to 
share in community events and gain an understanding of the 
Edmund Rice ethos while developing personal attributes and 
learning dispositions central to a successful holistic education.

Students who graduate to secondary schooling from our 
Primary School do so with a well- developed “Lauries” spirit. 
They have a strong sense of belonging to a great school and 
also a deep realisation of their own great potential as a person.

Mr Cameron Wigan 
Head of Primary School



Young people are preparing for a 
very different world from the

one we know. - QCAA



PASTORAL CARE

The “Lauries Journey” provides the context and structure for 
the delivery of the Pastoral Care program across the College, 
including in Years 5 and 6. Pastoral care refers to the extensive 
support and management provided students, staff and parents. At 
St Laurence’s College, the approach is a holistic one, developing 
and supporting the boys to be and become “the best person 
they can be.”

The Lauries Journey is a metaphorical journey, walked by the 
boys, in partnerships with their peers, staff, family and extended 
school community. This sense of partnership and community 
builds confidence, spirit and importantly, a sense of self-worth 
and belonging. Structured, sequential lessons are delivered 
to the boys in classrooms, assemblies and by external expert 
presenters to develop a deep understanding of age appropriate 
issues and topics. 

The boys are taught the value of forming mutually respectful 
relationships and have the skills for developing such relationships 
modelled and explicitly taught by staff. The focus is on placing 
desirable personal characteristics such as trust, forgiveness, 
inclusion, humility, honesty and dignity at the centre of forming 
relationships. Central to the Lauries Journey is the notion of 
Restorative Justice. This set of practices ensures people identify 
and take responsibility for their actions. It allows them to repair 
any damage that their actions or behaviours may have caused, 
before finally, moving forward in a positive, mutually respectful 
way. Restorative Justice acknowledges as the central premise 
that humans make mistakes, including children. 

Professional services such as counselling support are also 
available to students and families as part of the pastoral care 
program if required. The pastoral care program develops skills 
that can be transferred into adult life. It is a structured program 
based on opportunities to engage in all aspects of College life.

The Lauries Journey also provides many opportunities for 
significant milestones and events to be celebrated with boys and 
adults.





RESILIENT Learners

• We bounce back from challenges, issues and mistakes.

• We move on and build bridges with our relationships.

• We own our behaviour, choices and responsibilities. 

• We are willing to try new things. 

SELF-DIRECTED Learners

• We show initiative.

• We own our learning.

• We look for solutions to problems.

• We understand ourselves as learners.

IN PRIMARY WE ARE 

We are enthusiastic about our lea
rning

We are problem solvers

We pick ourselves back up



ENGAGED Learners

• We stay focused and avoid distractions. 

• We actively participate to demonstrate our learning.

• We are organised so we are ready to learn.

• We can work independently and in groups as a team.

PERSISTENT Learners

• We stay calm, focused and tough it out.

• We know that challenges help to grow our brains.

• We are determined to reach our goals.

• We know being collaborative helps us get out of “the pit”.

REFLECTIVE Learners

• We can talk about our learning intentions and success criteria.

• We can be flexible with our thinking.

• We can set goals and work towards them. 

IN PRIMARY WE ARE 

We are enthusiastic about our lea
rning

We pick ourselves back up

We think about our learning

We show grit



Confident Learners:
• Have a growth mindset.

• Are assessment capable learners.

• Know how to learn well with others.

(McDowell)



DESCRIPTION

• Collaborative Teaching and Learning in Flexible Learning Spaces.

• 21st Century skills focus.

• Explicit teaching with active student engagement.

• Differentiated tasks to support, challenge and extend. 

• Targeted programs in critical areas.

• Develop learning dispositions and personal attributes.

BENEFITS

• Student-Centred learning / active engagement – not passive.

• 21st Century skills developed- Critical Thinking, Creative 
Thinking, Communication, Collaboration and Teamwork, 
Personal and Social Skills, ICT Skills.

• Behaviour management issues decreased, continuous learning.

• Staff growth and development.

• Teaching and Learning in a purpose built precinct.



TARGETED PROGRAMS

• Writing – focus on developing creative writing techniques and skills.

• Reading – comprehension skills, reading fluency and modelled excellent 
reading.

• Mathematical Problem Solving – developing problem solving skills, 
provide opportunities for mathematical knowledge to be transferred 
and applied across different contexts.

• Scientific Inquiry – opportunity for students to construct 
understanding of scientific processes and concepts through inquiry and 
experimentation.

• Inquiry Skills – explicitly teaching the inquiry process and language, 
using stimulus from across the curriculum.

RATIONALE

• Improve student outcomes for all learners, 
focus on developing “confidence in learning”.

• Provide learning environments and 
experiences that are engaging, challenging, 
supportive, safe and inspiring for 21st 
Century learners.

• Grow teacher capacity through collaboration 
and sharing of best practice.



“The new learning spaces at St Laurence’s College 
have been a complete success, blending the old with 
the new. This new mode of  teaching has seen boys 
wholly engage and has allowed the boys to have 
multiple teachers in the room at one time. This allows 
us to differentiate our learning and make sure the 
boys’  needs are being targeted, allowing them to stay 
on track. It has also made the boys take ownership of  
their learning which they thoroughly love and enjoy.”
- Toni Godfrey, Year 6 Teacher

“This years classrooms are better than last 
years because we get to move around with 

each other to learn and share information.”
- Lachlan McNamara, Year 6 Student

WHAT OUR STAFF AND STUDENTS SAY
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