
 

 
 
 

 

 

SCHOOL FEES FOR 2018 
 

16 November 2017 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
This letter is intended to provide context to existing and prospective parents of St Mark’s regarding the tuition 
fees set for 2018.  As advised in previous fee letters, the most significant changes to fees in 2018 relate to the 
structural fee increases to align fees for Kindergarten and Pre-Primary to Year 5 and align Year 6 fees with 
Middle School.  The School has endeavoured to ensure general fee increases are the lowest possible, despite 
considerable reductions in Commonwealth funding levels from next year, which are detailed below. The general 
fee increase is approximately 5% from 2017 levels which, as anticipated, is higher than inflation due to the impact 
of the funding cuts, but well below the increase of up to 10% which families were advised to budget for in past 
years.  The fees and charges for 2018 are set out in the attached document.   

GOVERNMENT FUNDING CHANGES 

Earlier this year the Government introduced its Quality Schools package, which confirms Commonwealth funding 
for all schools from 2018 to 2027.  Based on recommendations from the Gonski 2.0 review, the new funding 
model will deliver an additional $23.4 billion in funding for Australian Schools over the next ten years and provides 
long term funding certainty for educators.  The new model also addresses current funding inconsistencies and 
will transition all schools to the same Commonwealth funding principles by 2023.   

Although the majority of schools will benefit from the new funding model, there are a number of schools, including 
St Mark’s, which have historically been funded at a higher level and will therefore have their Commonwealth 
funding reduced.  The impact to St Mark’s is significant, with Commonwealth funding reduced by over $2 million 
per annum from 2018 (a decrease of 24%).  St Mark’s has taken active steps since 2008 to prepare for the 
funding cuts and the School is in a strong position to continue to deliver our Strategic Priorities in to the future.  

IMPACT OF FUNDING CHANGES 

The earlier than expected funding changes have presented St Mark’s with challenges and opportunities.  In 
continuing to uphold the School’s ethos of providing a high level of service for the lowest possible fee, and to 
minimise any impact on family budgets, it is critical that the loss of Commonwealth funding is not substituted 
from fee increases alone.  The School will therefore implement a number of key initiatives including: 

 Class sizes in Year 1 to Year 5 to have a maximum of 29 students by 2019; 

 Capacity for Year 6 to Year 9 to increase by six students per year group; 

 Enrolment of a limited number of Overseas Students to complement current Secondary School 
enrolments; and 

 Deferring the building program by one year. 

In 2014 I announced a move towards reducing Primary class sizes from 32 students and this change has since 
been implemented.  As a result of the funding changes it is now necessary to cap class sizes in Year 1 to Year 
5 at 29.  To reduce class sizes further would require additional Primary fee increases and the School does not 
wish to place this extra financial burden on families.   

FUTURE STRUCTURAL FEE CHANGES 

Structural changes for Kindergarten, Pre-Primary, Year 6 and Year 9 have been announced previously and 
details have again been included in the attached Fees and Charges Schedule.  The respective future structural 
fee changes are: 

Kindergarten and Pre-Primary: 2019 
An increase of approximately $28 per term (in 2017 dollars) when the change is fully implemented in 2019 and 
is in addition to any general fee increase. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Year 6: 2019-2021 
The transition phase for structural increases has been extended to 2021 (previously 2020) and the planned 
freeze on general fee increases for Year 6 during the transition has been removed.  The increase will add 
approximately $238 per term (in 2017 dollars) in 2019, with a further $380 per term (in 2017 dollars) added to 
the fees by the time the change is fully implemented in 2021.  Year 6 fees will be aligned with fees for Year 7 
and Year 8 in 2021. 

Year 9: 2019-2021 
An additional $60 per term (in 2017 dollars) will be added to the fees in 2019.  Fee increases will continue in 
2020 and 2021, with a further $120 per term (in 2017 dollars) being applied, when this change is fully 
implemented in 2021.  General fee increases for Year 9 have been reinstated during the transition, which means 
that Year 9 fees will align with Year 10 to Year 12 in 2021. 

OUR CONTINUED COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE VALUE FOR MONEY 

The confirmation of Commonwealth funding until 2027 has finally provided clarity to the School regarding its long 
term funding position. The special fee increases experienced in the past, to prepare for the funding cuts, will not 
be required in 2019 and beyond, and families can therefore return to budgeting for general fee increases that 
are aligned closer to inflation and wage increases. 

The School remains committed to providing an affordable, independent education and continues to strive to 
ensure that fees and costs are appropriate for the level of service offered.   

If you would like to discuss the school fees in more detail, please contact my Executive Assistant on 9403 1302 
or by email at principal@stmarks.wa.edu.au to arrange a time for us to meet. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 
 
 
 

 
Cameron Herbert 
Principal  
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