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Dear Parents

Taking an Active Approach to School Uniforms
We are very pleased to announce that St Mark’s will transition into a new uniform from 2018. 
As many of you would be aware, there has been much discussion in the media around the flexibility and appropriateness of many 
school uniforms.  As we move into a more forward thinking world, we need to respond by providing students with a uniform that 
reflects a more modern community, whilst upholding the values and ethos of the School.  The uniform needs to allow for greater 
choice and provide gender-neutral options.  
The School has, over time, taken on feedback from parents, Old Scholars and, most importantly, students.  With this information 
we have consulted with many suppliers to find a fresh and attractive uniform that offers options for students, differentiates 
between the sub-schools and is cost effective. 
The biggest change is to the girls’ uniform, offering a new style shirt and skirt/culotte option which will be worn throughout 
the year.  The new design is better suited to the School environment and to learning.  This uniform, much like the current 
boys’ uniform, will be supplemented by other items during the winter months.  Girls will still be able to wear trousers in the 
winter months.  There is also a new girls’ sport short for Years 6 to 12, which features a bike short inside, allowing for greater 
movement. 
The boys’ uniform remains largely unchanged, although the expectation will be that boys tuck in their shirts during Terms 2 and 3, 
when a tie is worn. 
The information overleaf provides a summary of the key changes and the transition period.  Additional information will be 
available on the School’s website. New uniforms will be available for purchase from October for the 2018 school year. 
Additional information will be made available on the School’s website.  If you have any further questions, please email principal@
stmarks.wa.edu.au
Regards

Cameron Herbert
Principal



How will the new uniform be phased in?
We do not expect all families to immediately change over to the new uniform.  The uniform changes will be phased in as 
students grow, and as they progress through the sub-schools, i.e. from Early Learning to Primary School, from Primary to 
Middle School, and from Middle to Senior School.  The aim is to make the change a natural transition over three years.

Primary School 
(No changes for Kindy, Pre Primary and  Year 1) Middle and Senior School

Girls Boys Girls Boys

Terms 1 and 4
(Summer terms)

New culotte Grey shorts
Year 6: New culotte 

Years 7 to 12: New skirt or 
culotte

Grey shorts

New banded blue shirt Blue shirt New banded blue shirt Blue shirt

Short blue socks Short grey socks Short blue socks Short grey socks

Bucket or wide-brim hat Bucket or wide-brimmed hat Bucket/wide-brimmed hat 
or cap

Bucket/wide-brimmed hat or 
cap

Terms 2 and 3 
(Winter terms)

New culotte Grey shorts
Year 6: New culotte 

Years 7 to 12: New skirt, 
culotte or grey trousers

Grey trousers

New banded blue shirt Blue shirt New banded blue shirt Blue shirt

Long blue socks Long grey socks Grey opaque stockings
(grey socks with trousers)

Short grey socks

Jumper Jumper Jumper/Cardigan Jumper

Crossover tie Tie
Year 6 to 8: Crossover tie 

Years 9 to 12: Crossover tie 
or long tie

Long tie (Y6-Y12)

- - Blazer Blazer

Sports No change No change New style shorts 
or unisex shorts No change

Other (optional)

- - Shorter anklet socks 
(sport/summer) -

- - Year 12 Leavers cap Year 12 Leavers cap

- - Year 12 Leavers tie Year 12 Leavers cap

Gender neutral -

Grey shorts (summer) or grey trousers (winter)

Blue shirt

Additions in winter as above

Year Group 2018 2019 2020
Kindy to Year1 No change No change No change

2 All new uniform items

All new uniform items
All new uniform items

3 Transition year: choice of new or old

4 Transition year: choice of new or old

5 Transition year: choice of new or old

6 All new uniform items

7 All new uniform items

8 Transition year: choice of new or old

9 Transition year: choice of new or old

10 All new uniform items

11 Transition year: choice of new or old

12 Transition year: choice of new or old Transition year: choice of new or old

What is changing?
The biggest changes are to the girls’ uniforms.  The girls will now have one uniform for the whole year, which represents an 
estimated cost saving of $70.  The blue shirt, modified with a tailored hem band, will be worn throughout the year. In winter, 
the uniform will be supplemented by long socks (Years 2 to 5), tights (Years 6 to 12),  and jumpers and ties. Blazers are 
required for Middle and Senior School students in Terms 2 and 3.  
Girls in Years 7 to 12 will have a new pleated skirt, in a maroon fabric, which features slender pin stripes in the School’s other 
core colours of blue and gold. For girls in Years 2 to 6, the skirt is replaced by a culotte.  The culotte is in the same fabric 
as the skirt and is the same length as the skirt. The cut and fit of the culottes will ensure that when the girls are standing, it 
looks identical to the new skirt, while still allowing for active play.  In Years 7 to 12, girls will have a choice between the culotte 
and the skirt. 


