
  

   

 

Device Update for Year 6 and 7 Students for 2018 

 

Dear Parents, 

 
We have recently concluded an extensive classroom technology review for all year groups across St 
Marks. As a result, we are pleased to announce that from 2018, the Year 6 and Year 7 students will 
join the Senior School’s Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program. 
 
While you will have a choice of device for your student to use, we have placed minimum specifications 
required for the device, and we have made some recommendations for you to assist you in making 
your device decision. 

Minimum Specifications for BYOD devices in 2018 

 
As there will be an expectation that students are able to complete a formal report or presentation, 
there is a required minimum specification of hardware that the student will need to have access to.   

• A keyboard to enable typing of essays and reports (attached or detachable). 

• An active stylus-pen that supports the use of digital ink is a desirable addition. Touchscreens 
are also recommended. 

• 802.11ac wi-fi. This is a common standard for laptops. Many smart phones will not meet this 
requirement. 

• 4GB RAM, Solid state internal hard disk drive (commonly referred to as an SSD), at least 32Gb 
local storage (for digital texts, documents, photographs, video etc). 

• Battery powered, with a minimum 3 hour battery life (charging options will not be readily 
available). Devices must come to school fully charged. 

• A screen size suitable for reading eTexts and A4 documentation is highly recommended. 11.6” 
or larger is highly recommended. 

• A fully functional web browser. Browser versions must be recent enough to be able to utilise 
the Office 365 online service. Examples include Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox and Microsoft 
Edge. 

Devices not suitable as a primary device (but may be used as an additional device if appropriate): 
• smart phone 
• iPod or similar 
• ebook readers 
• iPad with or without keyboard 

If you require any clarification of the suitability of a device, please contact the IT Department at 
IT@stmarks.wa.edu.au 

 

mailto:IT@stmarks.wa.edu.au


  

   

How do I purchase the device? 
 
With our Technology Partnership with HP and MSS we are pleased to be able to offer a suitable HP 
device that we have trialed and tested that meets the above requirements. 
 
 
The versatile HP Pro x2 design strikes the right balance of mobility, durability, and security in a device that is 
designed to last. Ideal for challenging environments, this versatile detachable PC lets you work the way you want. 

• Windows 10 Home 64 
• Intel® Core™ i5-7Y54 Processor (1.2 GHz, up to 3.2 GHz, 4 MB cache, 2 cores) 
• 12" diagonal FHD BrightView WUXGA+ UWVA eDP ultra-slim LED-backlit touch 

screen (1920 x1280), direct bonded, Corning® Gorilla® Glass 4 
• 8 GB LPDDR3-1866 SDRAM 
• 256 GB M.2 SATA TLC SSD 
• Wireless card eg: 802.11ac wireless adapter  
• Please click on the link to view the device:  http://bcove.me/rlhjbopw 

 
 

Purchasing the device using our Technology Partner will have the added bonus of:  
 

 Support – St Marks will log any cases with HP and liaise on your behalf.  There is also a 
call centre to answer questions and help parents, hours are Monday-Friday 9am-8pm. 

 Accidental damage protection – This covers the device and provides replacement 
and/or fix to the device.  Terms and Conditions are detailed separately. 

 0% finance option over 24 months with 0% deposit. 
 Free Shipping to your home. 

 
HP and MSS are committed to reinvesting in the school and providing professional development 
sessions to our teachers to enable them to get the most of the advantages that technology can bring 
to a classroom.  
 

 
To purchase the recommended device please click on the link below and 
follow the easy steps: www.hpshopping.com.au/stmarksbyod 
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We have also reviewed and recommend: 
 

Device Details Purchase: 
Microsoft Surface Pro 4 
 

 

  

 
 
 
128 GB / Intel Core i5 / 4GB RAM 
or a higher specification 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Can be purchased at most High Street stores eg: JB Hifi 
 

Lenovo MIIX 720-12IKB  

 

 
12”screen, Active Pen, Core™ i5-
7200U Processor (3M Cache, up to 
3.10 GHz), 8GB RAM, 256GB HDD, 
wireless card eg: 802.11ac wireless 
adapter 
 

 
Where can I get some more information on the BYOD Program? 

We will be holding a presentation on: Tuesday 15th of August 2017 

This 20 minute introductory session will enable you to meet the St Mark’s Technology Team as 
well as meet our Technology Partners MSS and HP. You will be able to view the recommended HP 
device and myself and Carolyn Gray (Business Manager) will be on hand should you need to speak 
with us one on one.  

There are 3 sessions available on Tuesday 15th August. 

For the morning and afternoon sessions please sign in at reception and they will direct you to 
the presentation venue. 

• 08.40am  
• 14.40pm 
• 18.00pm 

 
 

 
Andrea Holloway  
Head of Digital Learning 
aholloway@stmarks.wa.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 



  

   

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. How to select an appropriate device for your child? 
With your decision you should consider: 

• The device must meet the minimum requirements set by the school 
• The durability of hardware appropriate for a school environment 
• The operational life-span of the device 
• The hardware specifications which facilitate effective running of software over the expected 

life-cycle of the device  
• The weight of the device 
• The cost of the device 
• The longevity of the device within an ever changing technology environment 

 
2. What criteria does the School use when determining a recommended device for your child? 

The device: 
• Must be compatible with the School’s Standard Operating Environment and run efficiently on 

the School network 

• Must be sufficiently robust to withstand the physical pressures of an educational environment 
for the period of its expected life (in 2017, 3 years). This relates particularly to screens, casings 
and hard drives 

• Should be technologically current when purchased 

• Should not exceed approximately 2 kg in weight (including bag) OR be compensated in weight 
by removing the carrying of text books to and from school and class 

• Should represent value for money in total cost of the package 

• Other considerations (for example): 

- capacity and type of hard drive 
- number and of type of external ports 
- presence/absence of 3G 

 
3. How often will I need to purchase a new device? 

This will depend on the expected life-span of the device. Most notebooks have a 3-year life 
expectancy. For example students who enter: 
• Year 6 in 2018, the device should be replaced during 2021 when the student enters Year 9. 

  
4. Can my child bring more than one device into the School? 

Yes, students are permitted to bring more than one device. Usage of secondary devices which 
do not meet the technology requirements is at the discretion of the current teacher. 

 

 

 



  

   

5. What happens if my child’s notebook is damaged? 

If you have purchased your device through MSS and HP via the portal then: 

• Accidental damage is covered by an insurance policy, the cost of which is included in the levy.  
Insurance covers the life-cycle of the notebook.  

• All damage must be reported to the Technology Department as soon as possible. 
• Excess fees are applicable.  
• If damage is considered to be non-accidental, it will not be covered by insurance and the full 

cost of repair will be charged. 
• Refer to the document for more details. 
• If the device as not purchased through MSS, you will need to make your own arrangements to 

get the device repaired or replaced. 
 

6. What if my child does not take due care of the School owned notebook? 

Again, if purchased through MSS and HP then: 
 
The total loss of the notebook will result in an insurance claim which will be assessed by the 
insurer.  

 
If the insurer deems that due care of the notebook was not taken by the student, the parent will 
incur the cost of the current market value cost of the machine.  
Please note: 
• All notebooks must be secured in a student locker or classroom during the school day when 

they are not physically in the care of individual students.  
• The notebook must be transported in a notebook bag. 
• Notebooks must be taken home with the student overnight. 
• Notebooks must not be left in plain sight whilst in an unattended motor vehicle; they must be 

placed in the boot of the vehicle.  
• The School cannot be held responsible for loss or damage of computing equipment. 

 
 

7. Can I manage what my child does on the internet at home? 
We recommend parents utilise some form of internet management/protection for home use, 
ensure the device has appropriate anti-virus/malware protection (if relevant), and password 
protect the device. There are many services available to monitor online restrictions. 

• With every HP device purchased through the portal MSS will send through Sophos 
Home free of charge to install.  The software protects every PC in your home from 
Malware, Viruses, Ransomware and Inappropriate websites. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

   

8. How can the IT Department help me? 
 
The IT Department will continue to provide a Helpdesk facility. The 
main purpose of the Helpdesk is to: 

• Assistance in providing wi-fi access to the School network and  facilities. 
• Provide access to Office 365, through which students can 

access their emails, and standard Office programs like Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint. 

• Assistance with enabling access to School-provided facilities, 
such as printing. 

• Assistance with utilising School-provided software such as 
electronic texts and Office 365. 

• Limited access to a loan device (subject to conditions and charges). 
For the HP devices purchased through the portal we will log cases and liaise with HP support on your 
behalf. 
 

 
Important Notes 

• The IT Department cannot provide a repair service for BYOD devices. 
• The School does not cover any BYOD for loss or damage. 
• Student devices will be subject to web filtering and email monitoring whilst the 

device is connected to the School network. 
• Home web and email filtering will not be provided. 
• Families are free to replace/substitute the initial device with another at any time. 
• A fee of $25 per term will be charged for the provision of School services. 
• Additional charges will be incurred for the provision of a loan computer for an extended period
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