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YEAR 7, 2020 INTERVIEWS
Last weekend and throughout this week we have 
been conducting new student interviews for  
Year 7, 2020.  Saturday was vibrant with tours of the 
College conducted by members of the Student 
Executive, LINC Leaders and the House Committee. 
The Arts Faculty also had their Open Day so it 
was pleasing to hear the musician’s music flowing 
through the halls of the Tenison Woods Centre.

Enrolments for next year have been strong and we 
now have only limited spaces available.

1958 REUNION
On Saturday, I also had the opportunity to address 
the 1958 Old Collegian Reunion.  To see the 
anticipation in the eyes of the Old Collegians in 
response to how the College has grown in the last 
60 years was truly memorable.  Their stories and 
memories reinforced to me the important role 
schools play in shaping lives. 

From a present day College perspective, it is 
always a pleasure to have living historical memories 
returned to the College.

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK
This week is National Reconciliation Week and it 
was with great pride that I watched Old Collegian, 
Tarryn Thomas (‘18) celebrate his proud heritage on 
the weekend. Tarryn has had an exceptional start to 
his AFL career and to see him play in the Indigenous 
Round certainly made many at the College proud.

In addition to Chapel services recognising National 
Reconciliation Week, the College is running a 
number of activities involving our Indigenous students.

MARY MACKILLOP TODAY CHARITY
This year, one of the charities we are supporting 
through our Founders’ Day activities is Mary MacKillop 

Today. The guiding values and principles of Mary 
MacKillop Today align with our own Mission and Vision 
and the Catholic social teachings of human dignity, 
the common good, participation and subsidiarity, 
and preferential option for the poor. There is a 
broad scope of projects and initiatives to which Mary 
MacKillop Today is committed and our intention is to 
focus our charitable donation to their Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Tertiary Scholarships program. 
This program provides financial support to students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds and works to 
address systemic barriers to education by increasing 
access to tertiary studies. The 2019 Closing the Gap 
Report indicated that Indigenous students comprise 
less than 2% of the domestic higher education student 
population, and that only 1% of the Australian higher 
education workforce are Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander people. Therefore, it is our aim, by our 
contribution from Founders’ Day this year, that we may 
increase pathways and opportunities for Indigenous 
students and close the gap.

COLLEGE SOCIAL MEDIA
In closing, I encourage you to view our Facebook  
(@StPatricksCollegeLaunceston) and Instagram  
(@stpatricks_college) pages to learn more about the 
opportunities we provide students and to see them 
engaging in the learning process and all the College 
has to offer.
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Thursday 30 May 2019

God Bless

Mr Tony Daley
Principal

Educating Young Men and Women Since 1873

https://www.facebook.com/StPatricksCollegeLaunceston
https://www.facebook.com/StPatricksCollegeLaunceston/
https://www.instagram.com/stpatricks_college/
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Our mission is to be a school 
of faith, learning, respect and 

service in the Catholic tradition.

Launceston Catholic Parish Blog - click here

Reflection
“Learning is a treasure that will  
follow its owner everywhere.” 

Chinese proverb 

Upcoming Events 

May
30 College Cross Country 

June
2 Bands Sharing Concert   
 Guilford Theatre 2-4pm
3-8 Launceston Competitions 
 Music, Princess Theatre
3-7 Senior Drama Exams
4 Friends of Music Meeting 
 A2, 7pm
5 Jonny Shannon Parent Night:  
 Cyber Safety, Bullying &  
 Digital Footprint  
 Chapel, 7pm
10 Public Holiday, Queen’s   
 Birthday
10-14 Theatre Performance Exams
17-5 Mid Year Exhibition
17 MS PARTS, Guilford  
 Theatre, 6pm
19-20 Year 10 Exams
19-20 Year 11 and 12 Study Days
21-28 Year 12 Exams
24-28 Year 10 Camp Week 1
25 CP PARTS, Guilford Theatre
25 Friends of Music Meeting 
 A2, 7pm

Our Values
Leadership: 

We value a school where each  
person is accepted and loved  

and can develop their sense of 
personal worth.

CHANGED OPENING HOURS
During the first week of June, the Uniform 
Store will be open by appointment only. To 
make an appointment please phone the 
College on 03 6431 9988. 

100 YEARS CELEBRATION TIES
New pins and ties are now available at the 
Uniform Store. The limited edition design 
marks the celebration of 100 Years since the 
doors of the St Patrick’s Christian Brothers’ 
College opened at York Street. The ties are 
men’s length and  the pins are available in 
white or green.

Pins: $5  |  Ties: $20
Please note that the anniversary pins and 
ties are available for sale to the wider school 
community, including Old Collegians, and 
there is limited quantity available. 

UNIFORM STORE
OPENING HOURS

3-7 JUNE
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

ACCESSING STUDENT ACADEMIC REPORTS ON SCHOOLBOX
Student academic reports are now 
accessed online through Schoolbox. 

The College is committed to decrease 
paper use and resource wastage and 
lead by example in environmental and 
sustainability issues by using digital 
communication methods. 

All parents/guardians of St Patrick’s 
College students have been set up 
with an account on Schoolbox; their 
Parent Portal is where student reports 
and teacher feedback can be accessed. 
Student academic reports cannot be 
accessed through their child’s account.

Parents/guardians are encouraged to 
regularly login using a web browser to 
their Schoolbox Parent Portal to view 
teacher feedback and parents will be 
notified when end of semester reports 
are issued. 

Parents who are having issues accessing 
their account can find information in the 
Help Centre on: 
• How to Sign in to Schoolbox
• Reset Password
• Forgotten Username

To access the Help Centre go to: 
www.stpatricks.tas.edu.au/parent-help-page

PE AND CO-CURRICULAR UNIFORM
The College’s Uniform Protocol, 
available on the College website in the 
‘Policies & Protocols’ section, clearly 
articulates the College’s expectations 
regarding the wearing of outer 
garments with the PE uniform.

The expectations regarding the 
College’s hooded sports top (or 
‘hoodie’) is outlined in item #17 of the 
‘Expectations’ section of the document: 
‘The College hooded sports top is only 
permitted to be worn when students are 
participating in co-curricular sport. At no 

time are students to wear the hooded 
sports top during the school day’. 
Parents are informed of this expectation 
when purchasing the garment.

Students wearing the hooded sports 
top during school day will be asked 
to remove the garment and store it in 
their locker, and if required, they will 
be loaned second-hand College rugby 
jumper to wear.

Thank you in anticipation of your 
support in this matter.

https://launcestoncatholicparish.wordpress.com/
https://launcestoncatholicparish.wordpress.com/
http://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/digistorm-websites/spc-au-tas-167-website/documents/Policies/Uniform-Protocol_Apr_2019_v1.pdf?mtime=20190408220024
https://www.stpatricks.tas.edu.au/our-college/policies-protocols
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL PASTORAL CARE
HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL

CROAGH PATRICK 
COMMUNITY WHEEL 2019
Earlier this Term we presented the 
student body with our Croagh Patrick 
Community Wheel for 2019.  The 
symbolism of the wheel is significant 
to what we are about here at Croagh 
Patrick, recognising the importance 
of the individual and the coming 
together of community. 

After our Tasman Peninsula camps at the start of the year, 
each of our 10 Home Groups designed each segment, and 
then under the watchful eye of Mrs Jill Crawford, these 
ideas became visual representations of each Home Group.  
Symbolically, while students have this connection to Home 
Group, each segment makes our greater community one 
whole. 

We have traditionally broken each 
wheel at the end of the year 
and returned them to the 
Home Group for display. 
We are currently re 
constructing all previous 
7 wheels so that they can 
be displayed in our large 
foyers at Croagh Patrick.  
These will forever be a 
visual representation of 
the year groups that have 
passed through Croagh 
Patrick.

CROAGH PATRICK 
REFLECTION DAYS AND OUR LINK WITH THE 
WESTBURY COMMUNITY
Croagh Patrick House based reflection days (held in mixed 
gender Rite Journey groups) are being hosted at the Holy Trinity 
Church in Westbury each Friday of Term 2.

The Rite Journey provides unique educational opportunities 
designed to support the development of self-aware, vital, 
responsible, respectful and resilient adults.  So far this year 
students have reflected on their personal story. They have 
shared this story with their peers and been heard (often the first 
time they have been given opportunity to truly tell this story).  
Students and their families also participated in our ‘Calling and 
Departure’ ceremonies held at the Trevallyn Reserve for the 
males, and at the Cataract Gorge ‘Fairy Dell’ for the females 
throughout March. These ceremonies form an important aspect 
of the student’s transition into adulthood and are an important 
family celebration.

During Term 2 students are starting to explore the meaning of 
relationship, the media’s portrayal of the opposite gender and 
what love and respectful relationships are based around.  The 
reflection days have seen students focusing on the importance of 
listening, stepping out of their comfort zone (learning dance), and 

exploring more deeply what prayer is all about.

The members of the Meander Valley parish have generously 
provided students with lunch ranging from hot soups, 
sandwiches, and slices much to the delight of our students!

The afternoon session, which until this year, has been 
facilitated by Fr Richard Ross challenges the students 
to reflect on the way the life of the Trinity enfolds 
and upholds us.  Mr Luke McCormack our Faith and 
Mission teacher is now running our reflection days and 
this aspect of the day. Luke has continued Richard’s 
teaching and explains to the students ‘that as humans 
we are mind, body and spirit’. He shares with the 

students that the Son gives rise to his body (the Church) 
and so as members of that body (the community) we are 

called to serve one another with generosity and compassion. 
The Spirit dwells in us all and inspires us to be our best and to 
give and come to life fully.

This link between St Patrick’s College and the Westbury 
community is a particularly important one, not only symbolically 
but also historically. Our links with Fr Julian Tenison-Woods 
(Tenison House) who preached at the opening Mass and 
Benediction of the Holy Trinity Church in 1884 provides example 
of this. The beautiful stain glass image of St Patrick himself sits 
prominently in the Church and is a visual reminder of St Patrick, 
whom many suggest is the world’s most famous saint, and who 
we are fortunate enough to have our proud College named after.

CROAGH PATRICK UPDATE
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL PASTORAL CARE
HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL - CON’T

We thank the Meander Valley parish for welcoming us to be a 
part of their community each Friday.

Exploring this concept of prayer and spirituality is an extremely 
important journey for the students of Croagh Patrick as they 
make this transition from their story, entering into relationship 
with others; and then reflecting and contemplating bigger 
picture questions.  This all leads students on a pathway of 
preparation for their overnight solo experience in October.

Last Sunday evening, Compass aired an episode titled ‘From 
Boys to Men’ that featured CBC Fremantle and the Rite 
Journey Program. I encourage all families to go online and 
view the program as it provides further insight into why we run 
The Rite Journey Program. 

Watch From Boys to Men (ABC, 2019) online at:  
www.bit.ly/TheRiteJourney

To find out more about The Rite Journey please visit  
www.theritejourney.com

REEK SUNDAY COMING UP – THE LAST 
SUNDAY IN JULY
Croagh Patrick, which overlooks Clew Bay in County Mayo, is 
considered the holiest mountain in Ireland. 

The tradition of pilgrimage to this holy mountain stretches 
back over 5,000 years from the Stone Age to the present day 
without interruption. Its religious significance dates back to the 
time of the pagans, when people are thought to have gathered 
there to celebrate the beginning of harvest season. 

Croagh Patrick is renowned for its Patrician Pilgrimage in 
honour of St Patrick, Ireland’s patron saint. It was on the 
summit of the mountain that St Patrick fasted for forty days 
in 441 AD and the custom has been faithfully handed down 
from generation to generation.  Each year, The Reek, as it is 
colloquially known, attracts about 1 million pilgrims. On ‘Reek 
Sunday’, the last Sunday in July, over 25,000 pilgrims visit the 
Reek. At the top, there is a modern chapel where Mass is 
celebrated and confessions are heard. Individuals and groups 
come from all over the world and include pilgrims, hill climbers, 
historians, archaeologists and nature lovers.

At Croagh Patrick Campus, we want our own young men and 
women to reach great heights and this is an important step in 
becoming self and socially aware, confident, young adults.  
St Patrick himself spent time away to discover and clarify what 
he had been called to be. This time away for our Year 9 students 
gives them the time and space to explore this same theme.

On the first Friday of Term 3 the Croagh Patrick community  
will share Mass at 12pm to celebrate this important link to  
our community.

SILENT READING PROGRAM AND 
ACCELERATOR READER AT CROAGH PATRICK
Year 9 is now in its second year of running silent reading and I 
am extremely proud of the way our students have entered into 
this meaningful time for learning. This occurs five mornings a 
fortnight for 30 minutes. In 2019 we have taken our program 
to the next level, in that we are using the accelerator reader 
program. The benefits of this program are that it:
• tracks student’s reading age;
• allows students to select topics of interest;
• helps select books in our Mary MacKillop Library and 

Libraries Tasmania that match reading age and areas of the 
student’s interest;

• provides immediate feedback for staff and students.

At the completion of the book, a series of questions will also 
test the student’s level of understanding.

GREATER OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN OUTREACH PROGRAMS.
In 2018, Mr Peter Santamaria was assigned the role of 
Community and Outreach Coordinator and this has seen the 
establishment of student to student reading programs in 
our local Catholic primary schools. Croagh Patrick takes on 
responsibility for providing soup to the St Vincent de Paul 
soup van on a weekly basis, and students are also involved 
with assisting Max Solutions in teaching English to recent 
migrants in our community. In 2019 we have expanded upon 
this with Mr Rob Kaites now assisting with logistics.  We 
are pleased to announce that the Year 9 community has 
established links with Glenara Lakes Community and Peace 
Haven. Our students will be making regular visits to interact 
with the elderly throughout Term 2 and 3. 

YEAR 9 SPORT
During Term 2 and 3, Croagh Patrick students will be playing 
St Virgil’s College, Fahn School, Calvin Christian School, 
Mount Carmel College and Parklands High School in boys 
and girls Football, Soccer, Basketball, Hockey and girls 
Netball.  This gives our students the opportunity to represent 
the College in a sport, and for many students this will be their 
first experience at playing a team sport. 

We wish all our teams well as they play at home and also  
get the benefit of travelling as a team to play in Hobart  
and Burnie.

Mr Stuart Ralph 
Deputy Principal – Administration  
Head of Croagh Patrick
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VET HOSPITALITY AT AGFEST

Seventy St Patrick’s College Hospitality 
students attended Rural Youth’s 2019 
AGFEST event on 2-3 May.  The 
students worked with hospitality 
industry professionals on 23 different 
stalls and were able to showcase their 
skills to hundreds of hungry customers 
throughout the two days.  A number 
of students were asked to return 
for paid employment on Saturday.  
Congratulations to the hospitality 
students who represented our College 
and VET department with outstanding 
excellence.  Thank you to the stall holders 
who mentored our students and the staff 
who attended in support of the students. 
It was a great day enjoyed by all.

by Ms Maria Bassett

On 28-29 March, in a beautiful setting 
next to the Mersey River, Year 10 
Defence students completed their first 
survival field exercise at Mersey Forest. 
This activity is preparation for the end-
of-year field exercise where students 
will be in the field for a longer period of 
time. The students were outfitted with 
a sleeping bag and a hootch (tarp) for 
protection and were required to bring 
appropriate food and clothing for the 
exercise; all of which they were required 
to carry for two days. As part of their 
training, they practised setting up and 
sleeping in their emergency shelters and 
cooking on a Trangia. They participated 
in bushwalking and navigation 
challenges, night evasions and capture 
scenarios. All students who took part 
should be proud of their efforts on the 
first field exercise, as what was asked of 
them was more than what is expected 
on a normal school camp.

It has not all been hard work this year. 
On Wednesday 1 May, the Australian 

Defence Force (ADF) brought a 
Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicle 
(BPMV) to the College. The students were 
able to talk to soldiers from the ADF, 
learn about the BPMV, and opportunities 
for employment in the ADF.

Keep an eye out for the new VET 
courses in 2020. Vocational Skills in 
Emergency Responses, Survival and 
Wilderness Conservation is one of the 
new courses which is designed to help 
students enter a career in the Police 
Force, Fire Brigade, Ambulance Service, 
Defence Forces, Parks and Wildlife, 
or Adventure Guiding industries. It 
features nationally recognised training 
in first aid and responding to emergency 
situations, it also includes bushwalking 
and navigation in survival environments 
and training in natural area conservation. 
It is only available at St Patrick’s College 
and is a new and exciting opportunity 
for our students. 

VET DEFENCE STUDENTS
by Mr David Hayward
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This term, students in Years 10, 11 and 12 
have the opportunity to attend weekly 
‘UTAS Lunchtime Taster Sessions’, with 
representatives speaking at each session. 
Current UTAS student ambassadors 
come along to the interactive session to 
share their experiences and information 
about prerequisite subjects, preferred 
subjects, entry requirements, application 
process, scholarships, course outline, 
internships, work placement, international 
exchanges, career pathways, and job 
outcomes.

PSYCHOLOGICAL/SOCIAL 
SCIENCE/SOCIAL JUSTICE 
TASTER SESSION
Careers in: Social Work, Psychology, 
Human Rights, International Relations, 

Police, Law, Forensics, and Criminology.

ENGINEERING/SCIENCE/ICT 
TASTER SESSION
Careers in: Mechanical, Civil and 
Maritime Engineering, Oceanography, 
Marine Biology, Antarctic Studies, 
Software Developer, Gaming Developer, 
and Cyber Security

The Future Pathways team encourage 
all students to take advantage of these 
invaluable and individualised sessions. 
These sessions also cover course options 
and qualifications for those students 
who do not gain an ATAR or do want 
to complete a degree. Courses such as 
Associate Degrees and Diplomas are now 
offered at UTAS through the University 

College.

Future Pathways Calendar – Upcoming Events 

MAY
31 ANU early applications close & co-curricular  
 or service requirements must be sent
JUNE
3 UTAS Year 10 Discovery Day
11 UTAS lunch taster@SPC Education
18 UTAS lunch taster@SPC Fine Arts/ 
 Architecture/Music
28 UTAS Creating My Career – Year 9 students

JULY
2 Year 12 Parent & Student Information  
 Expo – Post School Options Expo 5pm-8pm
2 Year 7 & 8 Career Classes commence – period  
 3 or 4 on Thursday for four weeks
30 TSXPO - Interstate Tertiary Information Expo:  
 UTAS 6pm-7pm
31 UCAT testing ends

Future Pathways

UPCOMING UTAS 
LUNCHTIME  

TASTER SESSIONS: 
EDUCATION, FINE ARTS, 

MUSIC, PERFORMING ARTS, 
ARCHITECTURE,  

LAW AND MEDICINE 
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STUDENTS SHINE ON STAGE AT SEUSSICAL 
by Mrs Sally Snell – Cultural Coordinator

In the first week of Term 2, the cast of Seussical the Musical had 
the amazing experience of performing at the Princess Theatre. 
I would like to thank every single person who helped with our 
production but most importantly our director Mr Ridgway, 
choreographer Mrs Snell, music director Mrs Borton, and vocal 
team Mrs Martin and Miss Harper. Their passion and enthusiasm 
is contagious and they made the production the huge success 
it was.

As the rehearsals progressed and the characters started to 
develop, I noticed that Seussical is a lot more topical than 
one would think when you first pass your eyes over the script. 

We see very early in the show when Horton the Elephant 
first hears the Whos and tries to tell of their plight, he is very 
quickly ridiculed by the Sour Kangaroo because Horton is 
‘creatin’ a fuss, because (he) is thinkin’ different than us’. The 
current climate of the world sees people who speak up for the 
betterment of the planet being persecuted by those in power. 
You even see it in the schoolyard where a child might be bullied 
because they have an interest or a hobby that is a bit different 
to what is considered normal. Thankfully in this show, Horton 
has Gertrude, his one and only true friend, who stands by him. 

Throughout the entire process of creating this marvellous show, 
I saw the students become like Gertrude and be there for their 
fellow cast members. I saw friendships born and strengthen, 
and I watched students struggle with the challenges of life and 
be picked up by their peers. This is what theatre is all about, 
and ultimately why I love what I do.

I am beyond words with how proud I am of all those involved. 
We had so many people in new positions and trying new things, 
pushing themselves and they all gave it their all. Each and every 
student, staff member, and friend of the College involved with 
Seussical needs to be congratulated on how much effort and 
commitment they had in making the experience as successful 
and rewarding as it was.

‘Theatre is and forever will be, a magical place’.  
– Troy Ridgway, Director

EQUESTRIAN 
INTERSCHOOL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulation to Ava Walker (Year 7), 
who has been busy representing  
St Patrick’s College in Interschool 
equestrian events. Ava has 
qualified in three disciplines in 
the State Championships and will 
represent Tasmania at the Australian 
Interschool Championships, 
which will be held at the Sydney 
International Equestrian Centre in 
September.  

ASX SCHOOLS 
SHAREMARKET GAME
Well done to Joshua Hall (Year 9), 
who has come first in Tasmania in 
the ASX Schools Sharemarket Game, 
in Game 1 of 2019. 

The ASX Schools Sharemarket Game 
is played as part of Money Matters, 
which run by Mr Robert Kaitse.

Joshua received prize money of 
$400, which we are sure he will invest 
in something special.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

‘For those in the younger years 
and are thinking about doing the 
production in the future, please do 
it because everyone of us made so 
many new friends and learnt new 
skills. I know that the role of the 
Cat in the Hat has changed my life 
for the better’.  
– Claire Imlach, Drama Captain
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Calling all Tasmanian Secondary 
Students aged 12-18
Here’s YOUR chance to have a say on reconciliation.

You might choose to prepare a short speech (up to 750 words),  
a poem, short film, art piece, or recording of a musical performance  
or dance, in response to any of the following questions:
•  How can we use our voices to achieve reconciliation in Tasmania?
•  How might a treaty achieve reconciliation in Tasmania?
•  How does honouring truth achieve reconciliation in Tasmania?
Registration and entries can be uploaded from 1st March,  
via the Reconciliation Tasmania website: www.rectas.com.au

Students will be selected from each of the three regions,  
North, South and North West, to present their entry at  
Parliament House, Hobart, followed by a presentation at 
Government House with her Excellency the Honourable  
Professor Kate Warner, AC, Governor of Tasmania  
on Wednesday, 11th September, 2019.

Registration and entries close on Wednesday 31st July, 2019.

Further details and registration are available on the  
Reconciliation Tasmania website: www.rectas.com.au

Youth  
Speakout  

Voice. Treaty. Truth.
PRESENTS

Calling all Tasmanian Secondary  
School Teachers, Speakout 2019 
presents a great opportunity 
for you to explore ideas around 
reconciliation in your classroom, 
within the Cross-Curriculum 
priorities of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander History and Cultures.

Growing up as a child with 
Tasmanian Aboriginal heritage,  
I have always been Fascinated by 
Aboriginal culture. I have chosen 
to photograph a shell necklace. 
Jewellery made by shells has been 
an unbroken cultural tradition 
shared by Aboriginal women.  
I hope to show that this unique 
and fascinating culture will remain 
everlasting, still clearly holding a 
great importance to many people  
in our communities today.  

Photograph of shells by Taylor Picket  
- Entrant in Youth Speakout 2018

Proudly supported by:
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Woolworths Earn & Learn is on again and it’s time to start collecting!  
Stickers can be placed into any of our collection boxes in the following locations: 

Middle School Reception  |  Croagh Patrick Reception
Study Bay Rooms of Gowans & IT  |  Woolworths, Prospect
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Your Online 
Environment 

Forum
Friday 7 June 2019

A free statewide event for 
young people 12-25 years 
to contribute ideas and 
solutions on online use, 

behaviour and safety.

Free transport available.
Registrations open until

 1 June 2019. Contact Jo at 
tyf@ynot.org.au or

0488 235 511 for more info 
or visit www.ynot.org.au

Launceston Tailrace Centre


