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Matthew 16:18 
 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on  
  this rock I will build My church…”
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From the SPOSA President

Hello! Welcome to this edition of the SPOSA Bulletin.

Founders Day was a wonderful beginning for 2019. This year’s focus was the Heads of College, past and present. The 
portraits from the Ross Roy boardroom were displayed at a whole-of-school assembly in the Chapel forecourt, then 
displayed in the PAC (pictured below right). SPOSA welcomed new teachers and staff into SPOSA as associate members, 
part of our growing development to increase the presence of SPOSA in the day-to-day life of the College.

Unexpected recognition from students: Each Year 12 student leaders’ monthly meeting includes a gratitude moment. 
And this month they picked SPOSA! – to appreciate the culture that has been developed over the decades and 
continues to support them. Wow!

Staff changes: Yolanda Robinson has retired from St Peters after 8 years. Yolanda has been a tireless, SPOSA enthusiast 
for many years. Yolanda’s particular gift is to blend the social connection aspect of SPOSA and to develop professional 
systems for future administrators. She helped to move the SPOSA Office and set up the archiving systems, oversaw the 
updating of our database, and developed our events “bible”. I think her favourite part of the role was showing Years 2 
and 7 students around Ross Roy and bringing out uniforms from the “olden days” to much laughter. We wish her every 
success in whatever she decides to do next. The long-serving Nicky Hughes is also on leave, and her position is being 
ably filled by Old Scholar and St Peters parent, Rowena Lester (1991). 

Reunions: Dedicated organisers have been busy planning for their year groups. We hear of all sorts of events from 
drinks at the Regatta to a Comedy Cruise. If the years since you graduated ends in zero or five and you haven’t heard of 
anything yet, let us know.

Memorial Wall: SPOSA’s project for the 75th Anniversary in 2020 will be officially opened next Founders Day. Do you 
or your year group consider there is a past student, teacher, staff member or parent, who has passed away and who 
should be remembered here at College? Perhaps they died young, or maybe they had served for decades, or they were 
just dear, wonderful St Peters people. The Memorial wall will be place for a plaque to remember them (pictured left). 

Jan Hogarth (1979)
SPOSA President
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Date Claimer - Reunion Weekend 2019

Please join us for the SPOSA Reunion Weekend from Friday 20 September - Sunday 22 September. Accommodation 
is available at St Peters in the girls' dorms on Friday and Saturday nights at a cost of $35.00. See below for the current 
proposed weekend program... 

DATE TIME EVENT
Friday 20 September 4:00pm Dorm stayers arrive
Saturday 21 September 10.00am Morning tea ($10.00) | Ross Roy

11:30am Songs of Praise | Chapel 
12:30pm Luncheon with the Diamond and Golden Graduates ($50.00) | Café 45
3:00pm Tour of the College grounds
5:00pm Canapés with Head of College | P&F Centre

Sunday 22 September 9:00am Sunday Service | Chapel
10:00am Annual photo of Old Scholars | Chapel steps
10.10am Congregation morning tea | Chapel forecourt
10:40am Annual General Meeting | P&F Centre

Contact at sposa@stpeters.qld.edu.au or on 07 3377 6592 for further information.

The SPOSA Office

A huge vote of thanks to Yolanda Robinson (Alumni 
and Archives), who is leaving us. Old Scholars who 
have met Yolanda, will appreciate her ability to 
turn an event into a memorable occasion where 
everyone will have a good time, within a subtle 
creative ambiance. 
Yolanda started in the SPOSA Office in the cramped 
Ross Roy verandah office with Nicky Hughes in 
2012 before the SPOSA Centre opened. Appointed 
Archivist, as well, her work overseeing Archives, 
and encouraging volunteers, has set SPOSA and 
the College on the road towards an accessible and 
fascinating collection honouring the history of St 
Peters and of the lives and achievements of Old 
Scholars. » Pictured above:  

Yolanda Robinson and Margaret Curnow at Founder's Day 2019

SPOSA welcomes Old Scholar Rowena Lester (Fulton, 1991) to the office, 
acting in Nicky Hughes’ place until May, when Nicky returns from long service 
leave. Rowena entered St Peters as a Year 1 student, graduating in Year 12. 
She loved her time at St Peters and developed a passion for swimming and 
music. She is enjoying being an active member of the community as a parent 
with three children enrolled: Emily Year 7; twins Josh and Caitlin in Year 4.

 » Pictured right:  
Rowena Lester
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Founder's Day 2019

What a privilege to think back seventy-four years to that first day, Tuesday 20 February 1945, and to now, in 2019, see 
the entire student body filling the chapel forecourt facing the group of Old Scholars who attended the Founder's Day 
celebration from as far away as Toowoomba.

The display of the portraits of former Heads of College: founding Headmaster Mr Wilf Schneider; second and third 
Headmasters Mr Bill Lohe and Dr Carson Dron and Heads of College: Mrs Sally Chandler, Mr Stephen Rudolph and Mr 
Adrienne Wiles, was a striking visual reminder of the leaders of the school and the years that have passed.   

A special part of the morning service was the presentation of the book Not Just a School to the newly-installed staff 
members – an apt introduction to the recorded history of Old Scholar memories, of their time at College and evidence 
of their dedication to their Alma Mater.

Guest luncheon speaker, Sally Chandler spoke about her St Peters life as an art teacher, Head of Girls’ boarding and 
Head of College, and post St Peters, when her retirement segued into several stints as acting Head of College, including 
back at St Peters. She spoke too about the democracy and inclusivity of Lutheranism, but also pointed out the travesty 
that is the Australian Lutheran Church’s failure to allow the ordination of women. An artist of enormous talent, Sally 
described the joy her painting safari to the former Hermannsburg Mission had given her, and the deep impact upon her 
of the people, especially the women. Sally’s paintings have been part of the 'Closing the Gap' project with all proceeds 
going towards establishing a bursary for an indigenous female for her ongoing education.

Lunch was enjoyed by over thirty-five Old Scholars (including the Honorary Life Members and SPOSA Office staff), and 
history was made with the attendance of Mr Schneider’s ‘first pupil’, Neville Stallman, enrolled in 1945, and St Peters’ 
1000th student, Reg Grosskopf, enrolled in 1957.

Back rows combined: Neville Stallman, Elaine Grassick, Keith Radke (hidden), Shirley Meier, Bob Haack, Roger Tomes, Sally 
Chandler, Nicky Hughes, Reini Mayer, Faye Gutzke, John Stollznow.
Third row: Kevin Briese, Ron Holzheimer, Alan Badke, Max Kanowski, Bob Krause, Doreen Pocknee, Renata Rankin, Michael Mayer, 
Robin Kleinschmidt
Second row: Shirley Borgelt, Bev Pile, Glen Natalier, Jill Natalier, Coral Stollznow, Karel Baum, Nicky Boynton-Bricknell, Amanda 
Rablin, Noela Kleinschmidt
Front row: Bill Curnow, Margaret Curnow, Jan Hogarth, Ros Stallman, Rowena Lester, Jan Hurwood, Freda Kanowski, Reg Grosskopf
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Founder's Day 2019

Bill Curnow and Sally Chandler

Neville Stallman and Richard Apel

Keith and Shirley Radke

Elaine Grassick, Judy Apps, Ron Holzheimer and Shirley 
Borgelt

Peter and Jan Hurwood

Bob Krause and Faye Gutzke

Bev Pile and Doreen Pocknee Reg Grosskopf Shirley Meier and Glen and Jill Natalier

Bob Haack
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Yana (1955 – 1957) spent time at St Peters as one of the first 
three young indigenous men sponsored by the New Guinea 
Lutheran Mission to attend for three years, preparatory to 
studying to become teachers in their home towns. He went on 
to become a Bishop of the Lutheran Church in PNG. 

Yana Apo MBE (1955 - 1957)

Toowoomba Region Old Scholars

Your get-togethers are always great fun!

Margaret Curnow (Neumann 1960), the SPOSA Regional Rep, is organising 
this year's Toowoomba reunion in June/July.

Can you assist her with the organisation?

Contact Margaret on 0402 212 745 or at margcurnow@yahoo.com.au

 » Pictured left:  
Margaret and Bill at Ross Roy Founder's Day 2019

 » Pictured right:  
Jesse and Mary-Ellen Chee with Yana Apo

STOP PRESS!

Date Claimer - Put it in your diaries now!
Join SPOSA for a 

75th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 
on Saturday 19 September 2020 at Café 45.

Who's invited?
It'll be the PNG Reunion: Old Scholars and Friends

Every reunion group of 2020
Everybody else: Old Scholars, Honorary SPOSA Life 

Members, Friends, Staff, Parents.
Contact SPOSA on  

sposa@stpeters.qld.edu.au or 07 3377 6592
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David Woodrow (Science and Computing teacher from 1967 - 1989) is currently trying to contact past staff members 
who served during Dr Dron’s term as Headmaster to plan a staff reunion. If you have not already been contacted, please 
send your email address to dwoodrow@bigpond.net.au

Staff Reunion

Remembering

Full eulogies will be published in the May SPOSA Bulletin - on line.

Our prayers are with the families of...

Rex Schultz (1949)
21 May 1931 - 14 October 2018
Rex was enrolled at St Peters in 1946 for his Sub Junior 
year. Originally from Tingoora, he was a farmer for 
seventy years.

Rita Dell Holzwart (Jurgensen 1950)
7 June 1932 – 7 June 2017
Dell did her Scholarship year as a boarder from 
Moogerah, via Kalbar in 1946.

Gerhard Bergmann (1953)
23 July 1936 – February 2019
Gerhard arrived at St Peters in Grade 5 in April 1947 
with his sisters Frieda, Agnes and Hilda. From a family of 
Lutheran missionaries, the children had spent most of 
the war years in the Tatura Internment camp in Victoria.

Alan Hansen (1955)
3 March 1937 – 27 January 2019
Alan boarded from Sub Junior to Junior. He was followed 
by his sisters Leona (1956) and Joy (1958). 
John Stephan (1953 – 1956)
21 December 1938 – 9 January 2019
John attended College from 1953 to 1956, firstly as a day 
scholar, then as a boarder in his Senior year. 

Ivor Zahnow (1956)
31 May 1938 – 7 October 2018
Ivor enrolled as a boarder from Rosevale, via Rosewood. 
He left after his Sub Junior year in 1953.

Ildi Wetherell OAM (Szent-Ivány 1961)
Ildi and her family escaped from Hungary during the 
1956 Revolution. She boarded at St Peters from 1958 
to 1961. She was awarded her OAM for services to the 
Hungarian community in Adelaide.

Trevor Corke (1976)
11 April 1958 – 18 January 2019
Trevor came to St Peters in Year 7. He was Head Boarder 
boy in 1976.

Ian Pegg (1978)
26 April 1961 – 3 March 2019
Ian was enrolled from Year 7 to Year 12.


