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Among the Christian Brothers in Australia, none is held in higher esteem than Brother 
Patrick Ambrose Treacy. He has been described as the greatest Christian Brother, after 
the Founder Blessed Edmund Rice, who ever lived. 
 
Br Treacy’s faith, energy and dedication underpinned the beginning and growth of the 
Christian Brothers in Australia. As a result, Edmund Rice Education Australia today 
comprises some forty schools, serving thousands of young men and women. In just 
thirty years, between 1868 and 1912 and without any government assistance, he 
established communities and schools across Australia, providing education specifically 
for Catholic boys. These schools began in major towns and cities of the colonies of 
Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and Western 
Australia. 
 
Br Treacy often undertook arduous collecting tours around Australia, including most of 
Queensland, to finance the work of building schools. He travelled via ships to main city 
centres and then continued his tours of the land on horseback. 
 
Br Treacy was a dynamic and determined leader who displayed the skills of a planner, 
builder and financier, all while dedicating himself to the service of Christ. His confidence 
in God’s providence was unyielding. He often commenced building projects without any 
funding, knowing that if he worked hard God would provide. The twenty seven schools 
that Br. Treacy built during his time in Australia are testament to his faith in the vision 
and mission of Blessed Edmund Rice. “The souls of the just are in the hand of God. If we 
reflect on the theological meaning of ‘just’ – right, straight, properly squared off with 
God – and so with men – we know that Patrick Ambrose Treacy was a just man, that he 
rested, rests now and will rest forever in the hand of God.” 
Homily - Rev Dr T Boland (1975). 
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