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Subject Selection Guidelines for Year 10, 2016

Current Year 9 students will be completing The Rite Journey program at the end of 2015. Therefore,
students must select a third elective for study in Year 10.
When choosing elective subjects, students need to consider the following:
 Choose subjects they enjoy.
 Subjects should reflect their interests and abilities.
 Help them reach their career and employment goals (if known at this stage).
 Help them develop skills, knowledge and attitudes that will be useful throughout their life.
 Select subjects that may be required as a prerequisite for further studies in their senior
 schooling.
Elective Subjects
Students will have the option to select ONE (1) of the following subjects for study in Year 10, 2016.










Advanced English (AEN)
Advanced Mathematics (AMT)
Advanced Science (ASC)
Business Studies (BST)
Digital Technologies (ITD)
Graphics (GRA)
Indonesian (IND)
Shop A (SHA)
Shop B (SHB)

Study of Society and Environment
Year 9 students will also need to make a choice with regard to their SOSE study in Year 10.
Student must choose to study either SOSE (a study in Geography AND History) or History
Refer to the attached subject summaries for more information about Year 10 subjects.
Online Subject Selection






Online subject selection opens Monday 10 August and will close on Monday 17 August.
Students will be emailed logon information to the Web Preference Student Portal.
Read all instructions carefully before making your selection.
In order to finalise your online subject selection your Subject Selection Receipt must be
returned to the Curriculum Office by Monday 17 August
Every effort will be made to accommodate your preferences, however it may be necessary
to use your reserve subject.

Authorised Release
Name

Version Approved

Position

Date

C Campbell

1.0

Assistant Principal Curriculum

August 2015
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ADVANCED ENGLISH (AEN)

ELECTIVE
SUBJECT

Introduction
An opportunity exists for current Year 8 students to choose to study
an elective English course throughout Year 9 and/or 10. This
subject allows students who display a high aptitude for English and
are keen to increase the breadth and depth to which they study the
learning area, to be involved in an engaging and challenging course.
The English (Core) subject emphasises composing, reflecting on
and responding to a wide range of texts for different audiences and
purposes. The emphasis of the Advanced English (Elective) subject
is on the analysis and evaluation of texts and the ways they are
valued in their contexts. It provides students with the opportunity for
composing and responding to more complex texts and to engage in
sustained higher-order thinking and reflection.

Approach to study
Advanced English is designed for students to undertake the challenge of higher order
thinking to enhance their future personal, social and vocational lives. Students will be
given greater opportunity to apply critical and creative skills in their composition of and
response to a wide range of texts in order to develop their academic achievement through
understanding the nature and function of more complex texts.
As the course is an elective, students will be studying two English courses concurrently.
Generally, the courses will run as two distinct areas of study. However, the nature of
English ensures that there will be concepts and skills that overlap. At some points, links
between the two courses will also be made explicitly so that students can consolidate and
extend their understanding.
Students can select to study the Advanced English subject for four semesters across both
Years 9 and 10 or students can select to study two semesters in Year 10 only.

What is studied?
Students selecting the Advanced English elective should enjoy engaging with complex
levels of conceptualisation and seek the opportunity to work in increasingly independent
ways. Advanced English provides students who have a particular interest and ability in the
core subject of English with more challenging learning experiences and opportunities to
enjoy the breadth and variety of English texts, through the integration of the modes of
reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and representing.
Students studying Advanced English will develop a range of imaginative, interpretive and
analytical compositions, including some which explore the relationships between key texts
from the past and texts in popular culture. These compositions may be realised in various
forms and media. Advanced English will allow students to more significantly investigate
topics and ideas, engage in independent learning activities and develop more complex
skills in sustained composition.
St. Patrick’s College – Document Title [v 1.0]

Page | 3

ADVANCED MATHEMATICS (AMT)

ELECTIVE
SUBJECT

Introduction
The unique opportunity exists for current Year 8 students to
study an elective Mathematics course throughout Year 9
and 10. This subject allows students who display a high
aptitude for Mathematics and are keen to increase the
breadth and depth to which they study the learning area, to
be involved in an engaging and challenging course.

What is studied?
Advanced Mathematics will include, but not be limited to, topics such as Set Theory, Venn
Diagrams, Networks, Probability, Linear Programming, Circles and Conics, Trigonometry,
and Kinematics. It will provide an opportunity for introductory study of topics covered in
Mathematics C as well as providing students with enrichment tasks (such as extended
modelling tasks and reports) that will challenge and engage them.

Subject information
As the course is an elective, students will be studying two Mathematics courses
concurrently. Generally, the courses will run as two distinct areas of study, however the
nature of Mathematics ensures that there will be concepts that overlap. At some points
links between the two courses will also be made explicitly so that students can consolidate
and extend their understanding.
Students will be able to make a selection to study the course based on their results at the
end of Semester 1 in Year 8. Generally a result of B- or higher would indicate a student’s
capability of studying the course. Parents of students that have not achieved this standard
will need to contact the Head of Curriculum if their son is interested in this course of study
in Year 9 and 10.
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ADVANCED SCIENCE (ASC)

ELECTIVE
SUBJECT

Introduction
An opportunity exists for current Year 8 students to choose
to study an engaging and challenging elective Science
course throughout Year 9 and 10. This subject allows
students who display an interest and high aptitude for
Science to increase the coverage and depth to which they
study the learning area.

What is studied?
Advanced Science may include, but not be limited to, topics such as the wave nature of
light, anatomy and physiology, radioactivity and nanotechnology. It will provide the
opportunity for the introduction of topics which will ensure a comprehensive foundation of
understanding for the Senior Sciences. The students will have the opportunity to engage
with contemporary, real life concepts and apply their understanding to inquiry-based tasks.

Subject information
As the course is an elective, students will be studying two Science courses concurrently.
The courses will run as two distinct areas of study, and the advanced course will build on
the concepts covered in the general course, therefore providing extension and
consolidation of understanding.
Generally a result of B or higher would indicate a student’s capability of studying the
course. Parents of students that have not achieved this standard will need to contact the
Head of Curriculum if their son is interested in this course of study in Year 9 and 10.
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BUSINESS STUDIES (BST)

ELECTIVE
SUBJECT

Introduction
The course is designed to provide a basic knowledge of the three key disciplines of
Business in the Senior school environment. It will provide an insightful and skills based
practical approach to the disciplines of Accounting, Economics and Legal Studies to help
equip the students for future studies in the disciplines. The fourth unit of work will be an
enterprise unit which will draw on the experiences of students from the Free and Fair
Trade studies in Year 9 Business to look at global initiatives.

What is studied?
The course is based on the underlying focus questions taken from the Draft Business and
Economics Curriculum:
 How does the performance of the Australian economy compare to the performance of
other economies?
 How does participating in the global economy affect consumers and businesses?
Unit Title

Skills

Description

Term 1



Introduction
to
Accounting





Cash Accounts
Ledgers
Journals

Term 2



Introduction
to Legal
Studies




Investigation of
legal issues
Responding to legal
issues

Introduction to Accounting will look at the skills of journals
and ledgers with the focus on best practice in business.
The themes and examples will draw from government
and the development of the Standards and Poors Index
and credit rating system.
Introduction to Legal Studies will look at the skills of
developing legal argument and justifying a chosen
stance. The overarching theme will be on the
development of position papers to support government
projects aimed at reduction of crime in socially
marginalised people.
Introduction to Economics will look at the skills of market
analysis and consumer advice. The overarching theme
will be on developing and providing suitable client advice
on investment in the global market.
Developing an Enterprise will consist of students using
Free and Fair trade knowledge to build upon and design
an effective business proposal and marketing strategy of
a fair trade certifiable product for delivery to the
Australian market.

Term 3



Introduction
to
Economics





Investigation
Analysis
Evaluation

Term 4



Enterprising
Simulation






Budgeting
Planning
Marketing
Legal Standing

Types of Assessment
Written
- Folio
- Reports
- Examinations

Spoken
- Practical Reports
- Seminars

Subject Pathways




Accounting
Economics
Legal Studies
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES (ITD)

ELECTIVE
SUBJECT

Introduction
Digital Technology is a practical discipline which prepares students to respond to emerging
technologies and information technology (IT) trends. Students develop the knowledge of,
and skills in, the systems supporting IT. Systems range from those supporting the
development of information, such as documents or websites and the coding behind them,
to those supporting technology, such as computers or networks.
Digital Technology prepares students to cope with, and harness to their advantage, the
changes and significant opportunities associated with IT. This subject may lead to
employment in such areas as IT support, graphic and multimedia manipulation, or tertiary
study in the fields of multimedia design, games design, website design, animation and
Robotics.
This subject is a prerequisite for Year 11 Information Technology Systems.

What is studied?
Subject matter in Digital Technology is organised in five interwoven elements:
 Theory and techniques
 Problem-solving process
 Project management
 Client relationships
 Social and ethical issues
Contexts provide a focus for developing the subject matter into units of
work.
They include:
 Graphical and syntax based computer programming
 Animation
 Game design
 Graphic design
 Interactive media
 Mobile application design
 Robotics
 Web design

How do students learn?
Students of Digital Technology engage in a variety of practical learning experiences in a
mostly project-based course of study, using industry standard software. Students will:
 Design, build and program robots
 Design and develop websites
 Develop complex 2D graphic design images
 Design and build computer games
 Design and develop mobile applications
 Participate in real-world multi-disciplinary projects to meet client briefs
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How are students assessed?
Students are assessed against standards described in terms of:


Knowledge and communication refers to the comprehension, understanding and
communication of the terms, concepts, principles and design processes associated
with information technology.



Design and development involves determining the intended purpose, the needs of the
client and proposing and testing possible solutions. It requires research, analysis,
synthesis and ongoing testing related to the process of design and development and
the associated documentation.



Implementation and evaluation focuses on the quality of the solution. Quality and
effectiveness are evaluated against client needs and defined criteria formulated
during the design and development phase.



Assessment techniques used by schools include short and/or extended responses,
research assignments, projects and practical exercises. Multimodal presentations
such as seminar presentations, multimedia presentations and reports may also be
used.

How can parents help?
Parents and caregivers can help students by:
 providing a supportive environment in the home;
 showing a daily interest in what students are doing; and
 encouraging them in their learning.
They should also encourage their child to read widely on the subject, share a personal
interest in recent developments in IT, discuss relevant media reports on topical IT
issues and encourage critical responses.
Parents and caregivers might also consider:
 perusing the new national Design Technology Curriculum from which school plans its
program of work;
 discussing the school work program with the teacher; and
 discussing the student’s progress with the student and relevant school personnel.
While most work will be covered during class time there is a substantial homework
component in this course.
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GRAPHICS (GRA)

ELECTIVE
SUBJECT

Introduction
The Year 9 and 10 Graphics course is about enlarging the students'
range of communication skills and developing their understanding of
shape, pattern and space. Often speech and written communication
cannot adequately fulfil our communication needs. This is especially
true in our increasingly complex society where there is so much
information to be absorbed and acted upon each day. Much of this
information is of a technical nature. A basic knowledge of Graphics
is an important part of preparation for life in today's society.
The course of study is designed to prepare students for trade level drawing at
TAFE, and for the requirements of Senior Graphics in Year 11 and 12.

What is studied?
Students study the main forms of technical drawing used throughout the world together with
some underlying principles of these forms. They draw patterns for a variety of solid shapes,
containers and pipes and do exercises in arch and design skills.
The subject is presented in the following four contextual units.
1. Foundation Studies - linking and building skills in seven areas of study: Orthographic,
Pictorial, Development, Plane Geometry, Presentation Methods, Field Studies and
Diagrams and Charts. Draw with Computer Aided Design (CAD) & Inventor 11 software
and Drawing Board and T-Square.
2. Product Design - focuses on the preparation of drawings for the manufacturing industries.
3. Built Environment - focuses on the preparation of drawings for the construction industry
and indoor and outdoor environment.
4. Business Graphics - focuses on applying the areas of study to advertising, packaging,
corporate identification and published works.

What is assessed?
The course is assessed through exams, written responses, assignments, fieldwork and
homework.
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INDONESIAN (IND)

ELECTIVE
SUBJECT

Introduction
Communication is a necessary future skill. By continuing to study Indonesian, students are
able to develop their communication skills through speaking, writing, listening and reading
tasks. In electing to study Indonesian, students will be completing tasks that will also
contribute to lifelong learning by developing as:








a knowledgeable person with deep understanding;
a complex thinker;
a creative person;
an active investigator;
an effective communicator;
a participant in an interdependent world; and
a reflective and self-directed learner.

Studying a language is best utilised as a second skill area for a future career. Some possible
occupations are listed in the following chart.
There are specific skills involved in language learning and these include:











decoding meanings within messages;
encoding meaning into speech and writing with accuracy;
storing information for later production in difference sequences and patterns;
organising abstract messages into coherent, intelligible messages;
self discipline through concentrating on a task;
communicating with other people;
comprehending alternative points of view;
thinking laterally;
understanding the nature of language and;
intercultural learnings.

From 2009, the University of Queensland, Griffith University and QUT offered a bonus ranking
incentive to students who enrol in a course at their university and have studied a language (LOTE)
to the end of Year 12. More information on this scheme may be obtained from the Assistant
Principal Curriculum, Careers Counsellor or Head of Curriculum.

What is studied?
The Indonesian program in Years 9 and 10 continues in a similar way to Year 8. Students who
began Indonesian in Year 8 are not disadvantaged as the tasks are developed and adapted to suit
students who enter at any point from Year 5 to the end of Year 8. The following table shows the
progression from Year 5 to 10.
Year 5

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Me

Year 6
Family Life

Weather

Getting Together

Inventions

Music and film

And my family

Enchanted Places

Famous people

Sport

Scavenger Hunt

Future Prospects
Big City
Culture

Weekend Fun

Home Sweet Home

Television

Living on the Moon

Leisure in the Past,
Present and Future

Imaginary Creatures

What are you
wearing?

Transport

Food

Buy, Buy, Buy

What is assessed?
Assessment in Year 9 and 10 will be continuous, based on tasks completed within the module.
Students will be assessed in two strands: comprehending and composing. The assessment
tasks consist of class work and homework. The assessment tasks cover the four macro-skills of
reading, writing, listening and speaking.
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SHOP A (WORKWORK) [SHA]

ELECTIVE
SUBJECT

Introduction
Studying and working with timber, plastic and other materials gives students the opportunity
to develop an understanding of the tradition and technology behind many of the products that
have become part of their daily lives.
Shop A is intended for both the student who would like to work with timber in Year 9 and 10 and
make fine quality projects and for the student who is looking at doing the manufacturing and
furniture course in Year 11 and 12.

What is studied?
Emphasis is placed on quality workmanship, while developing skills with the tools available in
the workshop. The projects involve the construction of frames with traditional joints.
The students will investigate and make judgments on how the characteristics and
properties of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment can be combined to
create designed solutions that are ethical and sustainable.

What is assessed?
The course is assessed on class work, assignments, theory and practical tests. A strong
emphasis is placed on safety. The operation of the workshop strictly follows Occupational
Health and Safety regulations.
To cover costs for equipment and materials, there will be a levy placed on this
subject.
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SHOP B (METALWORK) [SHB]

ELECTIVE
SUBJECT

Introduction
Studying and working with metal, plastic and other materials gives students the opportunity to
develop an understanding of the tradition and technology behind many of the products that
have become part of their daily lives.
By studying and working with metal materials, students become aware of the tradition and
technology behind many of the products and equipment that are part of their daily lives.
Shop B is intended for both the student who would like to work with metal in Year 9 and 10
and make quality projects and for the student who is looking at doing the engineering course
in Year 11 and 12.

What is studied?
Emphasis is placed on quality workmanship, while developing skills with the tools available in
the workshop. The projects involve fabrication techniques with sheet metal and other metal
working processes. These techniques will assist the students in developing skills in planning,
organising and implementing procedures that will benefit their educational needs.
The students will investigate and make judgments on how the characteristics and
properties of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment can be combined to
create designed solutions that are ethical and sustainable.

What is assessed?
The course is assessed on class work, assignments, theory and practical tests. A strong
emphasis is placed on safety. The operation of the workshop strictly follows Occupational
Health and Safety regulations.
To cover costs for equipment and materials, there will be a levy placed on this
subject.
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STUDY OF SOCIETY & ENVIRONMENT (SOS)

CORE
SUBJECT

Introduction
Geography is the investigation and understanding of the environmental and human characteristics
of the places that make up our world. History on the other hand is a disciplined process of inquiry
into the past that promotes the understanding of societies, events, movements and developments
that have shaped humanity from the earliest times.

What is studied?
YEAR 10 SOSE (GEOGRAPHY/HISTORY)
Students selecting SOSE in Year 10 will study Geography for one semester and History for one
semester. The geographical and historical inquiries are reflective of the Australian Curriculum for
both Geography and History. Assessment throughout the year will involve a mixture of short and
extended response examinations as well as written and oral assignment presentations.
GEOGRAPHY


Environmental Change and Management
o The human-induced environmental changes that
challenge sustainability.
o The environmental worldviews of people and their
implications for environmental management.
o The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’
approaches to custodial responsibility and
environmental management in different regions of
Australia.
o Coastal Management Investigation: Geographical
Inquiry – Gold Coast Seaway
I.
The application of ‘human-environment systems thinking’ to understanding the
causes and likely consequences of the environmental change.
II.
The application of geographical concepts and methods to the management of the
environmental change being investigated.
III.
The application of environmental economic and social criteria in evaluating
management responses to the change.



Geographies of Human Wellbeing
o The different ways of measuring and mapping
human wellbeing and development, and how these
can be applied to measure differences between
places.
o The reasons for spatial variations between
countries in selected indicators of human
wellbeing.
o The issues affecting the development of places
and their impact on human wellbeing.
o The reasons for spatial variations between
countries in selected indicators of human
wellbeing.
o Examination of the following factors that impact human wellbeing:
I.
Poverty
II.
Access to water
III.
Gender
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HISTORY


World War II (1939-1945)
o Overview of the causes and course of World War II.
o Examination of significant events of World War II, including
the Holocaust and use of the atomic bomb.
o Experiences of Australians during World War II (such as
Prisoners of War, the Battle of Britain, Kokoda and the Fall
of Singapore).
o The impact of World War II, with a particular emphasis on
the Australian home front, including the changing roles of
women and use of wartime government controls
(conscription, manpower controls, rationing, censorship).
o The significance of World War II to Australia’s international
relationships in the 20th Century , with particular reference
to the United Nations, Britain, the USA and Asia.



Indigenous Rights and Freedoms (1945-present)
o Origins and significance of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.
o Background to the struggle of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples for rights and freedoms before 1965,
including the 1938 Day of Mourning and the Stolen
Generations.
o The US Civil Rights Movement and its influence on
Australia.
o Significance of the following events on the civil rights of
ATSI peoples: 1962 right to vote federally, 1967
Referendum, Reconciliation, Mabo Decision, Bringing Them
Home Report, The Apology.
o Methods used by Civil Rights Activists to achieve change for
ATSI peoples.
o Continuing nature of efforts to secure civil rights and freedoms in Australia and throughout
the world.



Migration Experiences in Australia (1945-present)
o Movement of people at the end of WWII.
o The White Australia Policy and Immigration.
o Populate or Perish?
o Discrimination.
o Significant world events (e.g. Vietnam War) and the impact of
this on Australia – e.g. Indochinese refugees.
o Independent study of an individual or cultural group who
have migrated to Australia – experiences and contributions to
our country and identity.
o Roles that migrants have played in shaping our nation,
identity and international relationships..
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YEAR 10 HISTORY
Students selecting History in Year 10 will not study Geography. This year-long course will provide
students with an opportunity to go into depth with their historical inquiry into the depth studies
outlined below. Assessment throughout the year will involve a mixture of short and extended
response examinations as well as written and oral assignment presentations.
HISTORY


World War II (1939-1945)
o Overview of the causes and course of World War II
o Examination of significant events of World War II,
including the Holocaust and use of the atomic bomb
o Experiences of Australians during World War II (such as
Prisoners of War, the Battle of Britain, Kokoda and the
Fall of Singapore)
o The impact of World War II, with a particular emphasis
on the Australian home front, including the changing
roles of women and use of wartime government controls
(conscription, manpower controls, rationing, censorship)
o The significance of World War II to Australia’s
international relationships in the 20th Century , with
particular reference to the United Nations, Britain, the
USA and Asia.



Indigenous Rights and Freedoms (1945-present)
o Origins and significance of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
o Background to the struggle of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples for rights
and freedoms before 1965, including the
1938 Day of Mourning and the Stolen
Generations
o The US Civil Rights Movement and its
influence on Australia
o Significance of the following events on the
civil rights of ATSI peoples: 1962 right to
vote federally, 1967 Referendum,
Reconciliation, Mabo Decision, Bringing
Them Home Report, The Apology
o Methods used by Civil Rights Activists to
achieve change for ATSI peoples
o Continuing nature of efforts to secure civil
rights and freedoms in Australia and
throughout the world.



Migration Experiences in Australia (1945-present)
o
o
o
o
o
o

o

Movement of people at the end of WWII
The White Australia Policy and Immigration
Populate or Perish?
Discrimination
Significant world events (e.g. Vietnam War)
and the impact of this on Australia – e.g.
Indochinese refugees
Independent study of an individual or cultural
group who have migrated to Australia –
experiences and contributions to our country
and identity
Roles that migrants have played in shaping our
nation, identity and international relationships.
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