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The Daisy Chain, the Principal’s vlog, is a great way for our families and 
Collegians to stay connected with all of the current activity around the 
school. We encourage you all to view the latest edition which can be found 
on the publications page at www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au. 

The
Daisy
Chain

‘The Elephant’ will 
now be distributed 
annually, mid-year.

To find out more about what has 
been happening at Toorak College, 
please visit our website or connect 
via our social media pages:

We celebrated Toorak College’s 145th birthday at 
this year’s Founders Day assembly.

Our senior girls competed for the title of  
‘Queen Bee’ at our Spelling Bee competition.

The competition was fierce for the staff vs student  
Bocce match at the Summer Garden Party.

Pre-Prep students were curious learners in their  
STEM-X specialist class.
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Our Year 7 to 9 students are soon to experience new 
curriculum offerings in Agile Learning where the exploration 
of different curriculum areas fuse together to create real 
world experiences and applications. The program will 
also focus on skill development over content knowledge, 
ensuring our students have the necessary capacity to ‘do’ 
what they ‘dare’.

Finally our Senior students and Collegians have the 
opportunity for further extension and training in a wide 
variety of future pathways offerings; one of these being 
LinkedIn Learning. Students and graduates can undertake 
micro-credentials and learning journeys to build their 
capacity in resume writing, exploring human resources, 
beginners botany and many more courses. 

This LinkedIn Learning opportunity has also been extended 
to our staff as we aspire to equip ourselves with new tools to 
strengthen our own capacity.

The aspiration is the beginning; the more difficult challenge 
is to dare to jump in. We are proud of the many wonderful 
achievements by our students, but we equally applaud 
the near misses, the great turnarounds and every baby 
step that leads them to where they would like to go. This 
is why confidence and character are the key ingredients to 
every student finding their unique pathway and having the 
courage to pursue it.

Mrs Kristy Kendall 
Principal

At Toorak College, our vision is to develop 
aspiring young people with confidence 
and character. Every piece of this vision is 
incredibly important in defining what it is 
that we value as a school and what we hope 
to inspire within our community. Aspiration 
is the desire to achieve something; it comes 
from within. Our aspirations are integral to 
forming our purpose and strengthening our 
sense of self. It may be a desire to improve 
in a specific area, to make a sporting team, it 
may be a distant aspiration to join a particular 
profession or to attend a certain university. 
Aspirations are vital for young people as they 
guide each step in the journey to achieve 
their goals. 

This year we are celebrating the aspirations of our students 
with the launch of ‘Dream. Dare. Do.’ We look at the 
beginnings of dreams that form in some of our youngest 
students, how their dreams turn into the development of  
skill and proficiency as they dare to take risks, and finally  
the opportunity that presents as our Collegians go on to  
do what they love in the world.

To support this, we have new initiatives at every part  
of the Toorak journey:

In our Early Learning and Junior School programs we  
have new curriculum offerings that include STEM-X,  
Health & Nutrition and Performing Arts to name a few. 
These programs provide opportunity for students to explore 
different passions and areas of interest and see what may 
develop. They also strongly promote the ability to look at 
how a variety of learning areas strengthen one another.

FRO
M

 T
HE PRINCIPA

L 

Toorak Collegian and lead 
engineer Kate Cousins (TC ‘96) 
joins students in the DIGI Zone.
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U P D AT E

Science & 
Technology 
Centre
Progress continues to be made on the Swift Science and 
Technology Centre.

Rough-in works for plumbing, electrical and mechanical 
are now complete. All concrete works on the site have 
been completed, including the internal spiral staircase.

Over the coming months, construction of the North 
facade elements will continue and cladding of the 
Eastern and Western facades will be completed.

Works are now moving to the internal aspects of the 
building with internal wall framing, window trims and 
plastering of the walls and ceilings. The custom joinery 
has been manufactured and scheduled to arrive on 
site shortly for the commencement of the fit-out of the 
laboratories.

We look forward to watching this building progress over 
the coming months.

P
H I L A N T H

R
O

PY

A message  
from Alison Swift 
The Swift Science and Technology Centre build has been  
an opportunity for our community to give towards the capital 
campaign that supports the project. Named in recognition 
of the generosity of the Swift Family Foundation, the 
motivation for giving towards this Centre is personal for  
the Foundation’s Director, past student and mother at  
Toorak College, Alison Swift (Hurst, TC’86). 

‘This has been a very exciting time for our Foundation, and it 
has been lovely working with the dedicated team at Toorak. 
We are very enthusiastic about supporting the building of this 
state-of-the-art Science and Technology Centre. We believe 
this facility will give students of Toorak College amazing 
opportunities to break into career paths in the STEM fields; 
industries in which women are significantly under represented. 

We have been able to achieve this through our Philanthropic 
Trust. Through the Foundation we have been working with 
charity groups for a number of years. Our philosophy has 
been to benefit local small charities who work with those 
less fortunate. You may have heard of some of them – Share 
the Dignity, McAuley Services for Women and Orange Sky 
Laundry. 

Along with these wonderful charities I wanted to give back 
to Toorak College; the school which offered extraordinary 
opportunities to me as a student.’ 

GRAND OPENING

In Term 4 2019, the Toorak 
College community will be 
invited to attend the official 
opening ceremony of the 
Swift Science and Technology 
Centre, where guests will be 
able to tour the building and 
learn more about its state-of-
the-art facilities. 

TERM

4
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STEM-X LANGUAGETHE ARTS

INQUIRYENGLISH MATHEMATICS

WELLBEING

PROJECT
SHINEAll diamonds possess intricate combinations of 

characteristics that make them unique; this is not dissimilar 
to our students. In 2019, we saw the introduction of our 
new Junior School program, Project Shine. An innovative, 
specialist-rich curriculum, which is underpinned by core 
skills in Literacy, Numeracy and Inquiry. We believe 
that highly engaging Units of Inquiry promote the 
dispositions of curiosity, creativity and problem solving, 
which then transcend into other curriculum areas. 

The inclusion of a myriad of specialist areas such as Health 
and Wellbeing, STEM-X, Visual and Performing Arts and 
Languages is bound by the students’ sound skills in core 
subject areas. This ensures that they are able to engage 
more readily, pose quality questions and be a more effective 
problem finder and solver.

In Wardle House, we value that the individual student arrives 
at school with their own strengths, passions and dreams 
for their future. Our job at Toorak is to delve deeper into 
these passions and ensure students have the opportunities 
to dabble in curriculum areas that they may not have been 
exposed to previously. The result is opportunities for our 
students to deepen their understanding of how the world 
works, increase their self-confidence and tackle a variety 
of tasks; some of which are more difficult than previously 
encountered.

Cumulatively, these skills are essential for work and 
collaboration in our ever-changing world.

Miss Melissa Schoorman 
Head of Wardle House, Deputy Principal

IN
N

O

V A T I O
N

‘I really enjoy being part of the Climate Clever 
Committee. I am very passionate about looking after 
our environment and resources. Being part of Climate 
Clever makes me feel like I am having a positive 
influence on the impact Toorak College is making. I like 
collaborating with the other committee members to 
come up with different ways we can raise awareness, 
fundraise and help reduce our carbon footprint. It is so 
important that we do everything we can to leave behind 
a thriving world for future generations and I believe that 
every small change counts. I am so proud to be part of 
this initiative and know that I am making a difference.’ 
Lucy M (Year 9)

‘Being part of the Climate Clever Committee has 
enabled me to drive my passion for environmental 
conservation into an outlet that allows me to not only 
positively impact our School’s environmental footprint, 
but to make a change on a more global scale. The work 
that the committee does now is integral to changing the 
School for generations to come and through projects 
such as composting, we are able to take a hands-on 
approach to reduce the impact that our School has on 
the planet and educate generations of girls to come on 
how to make a change.’ Poppy D (Year 12)

Climate Clever
In 2018, Toorak College joined Climate Clever; a data-driven 
program that helps schools to measure, monitor, compare 
and reduce their carbon footprint and to become leaders in 
sustainability and climate action. 

Our pathway towards better sustainability began by recording 
data from the School’s utility bills, which set our baseline 
against which we can compare future usage data. Following 
this, a school building audit was conducted to record what 
kind of utilities and appliances were being used and where.

The momentum has continued this year with many exciting 
initiatives. Inspired by the ABC’s ‘War On Waste’, a school bin 
audit was conducted at the end of Term 1, the results of which 
were shared with students to encourage responsible recycling. 
The composting of organic waste is well underway with new 
bins that have been installed throughout the School. Twice 
a week, volunteer students collect the organic waste and 
transport it to the Wardle House garden where it is measured 
and added to the compost bins. The School is working to 
achieve our goal to reduce our electricity usage by 10 percent 
this year. An ongoing display of student artwork in the library 
focuses on climate change and sustainability, encouraging 
students to further explore this topic. 

Our Climate Clever Committee is made up of volunteer 
students and staff. The broader Toorak Community is also 
encouraged to get involved. Students within the committee 
choose from sub-groups such as:

Education Team Visit tute groups and year groups to 
educate them on choices they make 
and the impact that those choices have.

Buildings Team Conduct a whole school building audit.

Social Media Team Promote the #TCGoGreen hashtag to 
publicise our sustainability drive.

Fundraising Team Help raise funds for future 
sustainability ideas and programs.

Social Awareness/
Community Team

Run programs that engage the wider 
community.

It is inspiring to see how passionate and proactive the next 
generation is about the importance of caring for our world 
and I look forward to watching the progress that our Climate 
Clever Committee makes this year.

Mrs Diane Furusho 
Head of Senior School, Deputy Principal
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Emphasis  
on Ensembles
2019 marks a renewed emphasis on ensemble participation 
and performance at Toorak College. The Music Department 
encourages and empowers students to join a wide variety 
of ensembles from concert bands, orchestras, guitar 
ensembles, rock bands, contemporary ensembles and 
choirs. The joys and benefits of rehearsing and performing 
in an ensemble range from a feeling of belonging and 
connectedness, to working towards a common goal to 
create a piece of beauty. Our ensembles are open to both 
students who learn an instrument or voice at school, or learn 
externally. Students are able to reinforce what is learned 
in private lessons in the ensemble rehearsal and develop 
greater listening and interpretation skills in a supportive 
group setting. 

It is wonderful to see students across year levels, from Junior 
School to Senior School, collaborating, mentoring, peer 
teaching and supporting each other in music ensemble 
rehearsals and performances. Thank you to our wonderful 
musicians and families who commit to early morning, 
lunchtime and after school rehearsals. Through participating 
in ensembles, students get to represent the school in music 
and many of our musicians also involve themselves in the 
rich co-curricular life of Toorak College including SRC, 
sporting and artistic endeavours. 

ELC Drama  
Toolbox Incursion

EA
R

LY

 L E A R N
I N

G

M U S I C

2019 BIENNIAL 
CONCERT

Tuesday 27 August 
Frankston Arts Centre 
7:00pm

Join our community for a musical  
showcase ‘All Around the World’.

Tickets will be available via the Events  
page at www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au

AUG

27

Our new specialist offerings in the Early Learning Centre 
have allowed for the inclusion of many engaging incursions 
and excursions to occur. Learning from experts during these 
experiences is one way in which our children are embracing 
the belief that not all learning needs to occur in a classroom. 

Based on their days of attendance, 
children are involved in up to five 
curriculum areas which are taught 
by our Early Childhood and Primary 
trained specialist teachers. One of the 
new offerings for 2019 is Performing 
Arts. We understand the demands 
placed on our young people to be 
confident presenters, articulate and to 
express themselves in an abundance of 
forms. This subject allows for students 
to participate in movement activities 
and music appreciation, as well as 
performances on a regular basis.

In Term 1, our Early Learning students 
were thrilled to participate in an 
incursion, ‘Drama Toolbox’, which 
allowed them to become characters 
in stories and interact with each other 
whilst broadening their language 
experiences. 

Our Kindergarten children dived 
under the waves into an ocean 
world, meeting colourful mermaids, 
wiggly jellyfish, scary sharks, and an 

ink-squirting octopus. They helped 
to clean up some rubbish that had 
floated out to sea and got tangled in 
the seaweed. They increased their 
awareness of pollution in the sea and 
certainly did not want the sea animals 
to eat the wrong things and get sick. 

Our Pre-Prep children then had the 
opportunity to share in the story of 
Tiddalick the Frog. They dressed up 
as a variety of Australian animals and 
worked together to try and make 
Tiddalick laugh. Working cooperatively 
and collaboratively is something our 
Pre-Prep classes have had as a key 
focus for the beginning of the year.

Storytelling is such an important part 
of early childhood education and I  
am delighted that our children had  
the opportunity to participate in such 
a valuable workshop.

Miss Melissa Schoorman 
Head of Wardle House, Deputy Principal

Our ensembles have this year supported community, 
artistic and charity events on the Mornington Peninsula, 
including Environment Week at The Briars and the 
Peninsula Home Hospice Charity Art Show at Southern 
Buoy Studio Gallery. Our ensembles also participated in 
the Generations in Jazz Festival in Mount Gambier, South 
Australia, where the Grace Notes choir where awarded 
first place.

We would love to see your children involved in music 
ensembles and welcome you to come along and support 
our next concert.

Ms Amy Wert 
Director of Music
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A balanced world is a better world. How can 
we help forge a more gender-balanced world?

The theme for this year’s International Women’s Day was 
centered around the need for a world that is better balanced. 
At Toorak College, we are supporting the charity One Girl, 
an organisation that believes every girl should be able to 
access a safe and quality education. This is something that 
we are privileged to be able to provide our girls at Toorak. 
We are assisting One Girl to give the girls in Sierra Leone and 
Uganda an education, which they otherwise could not access. 
This makes a better world for them, their children, their 
community and ultimately the world that we all live in. Our 
girls heard from Rebecca Yandel from One Girl at assembly 
about the difference that educating one girl can make to  
a life.

Our girls attended a range of International Women’s Day 
events including breakfasts at Mornington and Crown, 
sponsored by Rotary and the Defence Force breakfast at the 
Melbourne Museum. At each of these events, students had 
the opportunity to hear from women making a difference in 
our community, who emphasised that making a change is 
possible, you just have to believe and be bold to take on  
the challenge. 

Whilst we celebrate this day, as women we must never lose 
sight of the role that each of us has to play in shaping a 
better, more balanced world.

Mrs Diane Furusho 
Head of Senior School, Deputy Principal

International  
Women’s Day

10

Our Head Girl, Mietta, summed up what this day 
means and offered us all a challenge:

‘International Women’s Day is about empowering 
ourselves and the immediate people around us. 
It is also about using the knowledge, skills and 
awareness we have from living such a fortunate 
life, where we have access to education, safe 
shelter, food and water, stable government 
and strong relationships, to ensure that we can 
empower and lift up women from all across the 
world, especially those living without these basic 
necessities which we sometimes take so easily 
for granted. It’s a day where we all rise, for if 
we don’t work together to help out all women 
around us, we will never achieve the goals that 
this day intends to elicit. I encourage you to 
not only celebrate this special day, but use it 
to empower and inspire those around you. It is 
truly a day where we can all stand together to 
become stronger and achieve more as women 
than we could have ever thought possible.’

C
O

M
M U N I T

Y

Wardle House  
Easter Picnic

As a pastel colour-palette filled the green lawns of Wardle 
House, our community gathered for our inaugural Easter 
Picnic. The scene was set for our students to celebrate a 
wonderful first term with each other, staff and their families. 
Further cementing connections with our Senior School, older 
students organised and ran complimentary activities for our 
younger children to participate in. Hair art, face painting, 
craft activities, Easter bonnet making and giant games were 
all on offer and kept our children occupied as the afternoon 
progressed. The Year 6 cupcake stall and Easter chick hunt, 
pioneered by Zara M and Cartia P, were also a huge success, 
raising more than $300 for our Toorak College charity, One 
Girl. As the Easter chick hunt began, children raced to find 
as many bright yellow chickens as they could in order to 
claim the prize as the most successful hunter. Students were 
also seen apple-bobbing, playing with slime, bouncing on 
the jumping castle and having a hit of mini golf. Not even 
the threat of thunderstorms could taint the smiles and joy 
from our students’ faces.

My sincere thanks to the Friends of Wardle House committee 
for sponsoring the rides and BBQ. Their tireless work helped 
create such fond memories for our Wardle House students. 
Community is a defining feature of our School and I am 
grateful when events like this allow our families to come 
together and celebrate.

Miss Melissa Schoorman 
Head of Wardle House, Deputy Principal
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The media floods us with stories about the 
poor mental and physical wellbeing of our 
children, yet rarely do we hear how schools 
are proactively shaping the development of a 
positive mindset, mindfulness and developing 
students’ skills in horticulture and nutrition. 

In 2019, we launched a new experience for our Wardle 
House students, Health and Wellbeing. This replaced 
what traditionally has been viewed as Physical Education.
Nowadays, we appreciate that our students require and 
deserve more than that. They need to be taught strategies to 
balance their thinking, shift their mindset and make informed 
decisions about what they put into their bodies, knowing 
the background of where produce originates as well as 
embracing their physical wellbeing through participation in 
sport and modified games. 

As a key component of the program, students visit our food 
garden, help plant, garden and learn of the benefits of fresh 
produce. In time, they will use what they have grown to cook 
simple recipes. Basic seed to plate experiences enrich our 
children’s knowledge and aim to impact the choices they 
make around local market and organic foods. These classes 
provide a sense of achievement outside of the classroom 
context and also teach delayed gratification when having to 
wait for your fruit and vegetables to grow.

Learning from community experts will also be an inclusion 
to this subject offering and in the near future, we hope that 
our students will be able to visit larger orchards, farms and 
local producers on the Mornington Peninsula so that their 
understanding of the effects of drought and environmental 
circumstances is further deepened.

Miss Melissa Schoorman 
Head of Wardle House, Deputy Principal

House Spirit
Term 1 is always a very busy term for House events and 2019 has been no exception. 
House Diving, Swimming, Athletics, Cross Country and Music are all big occasions. 
House events provide a great opportunity for students to develop a strong sense of 
belonging and pride in being part of something special, and the events in Semester 1 
have reflected that. The House Captains coming together to lead the School in ‘Spirit’ 
from the middle of the pool during the swimming carnival is always a highlight, and is 
a great demonstration of the atmosphere that is created during these events. 

Another great highlight was Douglas winning House Athletics for the first time since 
2006. The jubilation of all the Douglas girls when the result was announced was 
matched by the genuine excitement from many girls in other Houses, including 
opposing House Captains, which demonstrates the comradery and sporting spirit of 
House competition. The passion that many feel for their House was also evident in 
the emotional acceptance speech of Douglas House Captain Misch K.

Mr Drew Gardener 
Head of Houses

F O C U S  O N 

Health and 
Wellbeing

ST
U

D
ENT  CARE

Event Winner / Runner up Individual Champions

House Diving Winner: Tripp 
Runner up: Pye

Junior: Millie E 
Intermediate: Isla R 
Senior: Tilly L

House Swimming Winner: Pye 
Runner up: Douglas

Junior: Georgina M 
Intermediate: Sienna S 
Senior: Tegan B / Cordelia S

House Athletics Winner: Douglas 
Runner up: Mayfield

Junior: Mia H 
Intermediate: Grace M 
Senior: Chloe D

House Cross Country Winner: Douglas 
Runner up: Cerutty

Junior: Mathilda G 
Intermediate: Gemma D 
Senior: Chloe D
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Generously sponsored by the Parents and Friends 
Association, Toorak College has also subscribed to LinkedIn 
Learning — a library of over 10,000 courses relating to 
Business, Technology and Design. Used by Ivy League 
schools, Australian Universities and many Fortune 500 
companies, our girls now have the opportunity to experience 
learning as it is delivered in tertiary institutions and industry. 
LinkedIn Learning enables students to deep dive their study 
in an area of their interest, whilst developing expertise that is 
in demand by employers.       

Along with the new Futures program in Year 10, we are 
ensuring that we are providing the skills and opportunities 
for our girls to pursue their passions with direction when 
they embark on life beyond the gates of Toorak College.

Mrs Bianca New 
Student Futures Specialist

S T U D E N T  I N T E R V I E W

Sophia 
Morgan
Sophia Morgan (Year 10) recently attended 
the CASE Space School International Study 
Program in Texas and Alabama, taking part in 
a two-week fully immersive STEM experience. 
We caught up with Sophia to hear all about 
her story.

What inspired you to attend the CASE Space program?

I have always been fascinated with science and when I found 
out about the CASE Space Program, it seemed like such a 
great opportunity. My parents were very supportive of me 
taking part in the camp and I felt encouraged to take on  
the challenge.

Can you tell us a little bit about what you did during 
your time at CASE Space?

We collaborated in groups of 20 on a range of different 
activities, including simulated missions, coding and astronaut 
training techniques. The aim of these collaborations was to 
establish team building skills and to strengthen relationships 
with one another while improving our own personal growth. 

What were some of your key learnings that you took 
away from this experience?

Teamwork was an essential part of the CASE Space Program 
and working with a group of people who I had never met before 
was an exciting challenge. The activities that I participated 
in encouraged me to think critically, problem solve and be 
proactive in a fast paced, constantly changing environment. 

On a personal level, what was the best part  
of this opportunity?

I feel very fortunate to have travelled so far away from home 
on my own and to meet new people along the way. It has 
given me a great sense of independence. When I returned, 
I shared my experience at Senior School assembly, which I 
believe inspired others to consider exploring this venture.  
It was great to see many students interested in the program. 

How has your experience impacted your study at 
Toorak College? What options do you see for your 
future pathway?

One of the most inspirational aspects of the CASE Space 
Program was to see women working in this field. I had the 
opportunity to hear from female astronauts, lab technicians 
and researchers, which motivated me to continue to 
pursue areas of study in the STEM field. This experience 
really opened my eyes to all the possible career pathways 
available in STEM. I have always had a passion for learning 
more about space and would love to learn more about 
astrophysics in my future.

What would you say to any students thinking  
of signing up for this opportunity?

This was such an incredible experience that I could not 
recommend enough if you are passionate about science 
and space and are willing to immerse yourself into a STEM 
experience. It is a once in a lifetime opportunity that could 
influence where your pathway takes you in life.

Find out more at www.actura.com.au

This year we have launched several initiatives 
in the Senior School to support our students’ 
career development. It is essential that our 
students are well prepared for the world they 
will soon enter.

All Year 11 and 12 students have been introduced to the 
LinkedIn professional networking platform — a powerful tool 
that can help them define their career path, showcase their 
skills to employers, identify opportunities and build their 
professional network.

As a first step to networking, Year 11 students are being 
invited to join the Empower Network; a partnership with 
our Collegians. Here our girls will have direct access to 
our talented alumni, and benefit from their professional 
experience and expertise. The Empower Network will 
operate within a closed group on LinkedIn, with face to face 
networking events planned for later this year. Any Collegians 
who would like to support our students are encouraged 
to get their LinkedIn profiles up to date and search for the 
group ‘Toorak College Empower Network’.
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Zart Art  
Student  
Gallery  
Exhibition

‘I found the excursion to see art galleries in 
Melbourne very inspiring. I loved seeing how 
influential the design of the gallery is towards 
the artwork, including the lighting, the flooring 
or where the artwork is positioned. After the 
excursion, I wanted to go back and show friends 
and family all the galleries that we discovered.’ 
Alexandra R (Year 12)

‘Recently the Arts students travelled to Melbourne 
to indulge in the fantastic galleries the City has to 
offer. We were able to explore VCE works from 
last year and gain inspiration from the artwork on 
display. Travelling to the City to see these works has 
become vital to allowing Art students to find their 
“flair”. Overall the City experience was successful 
and very enjoyable!’ Lauren B (Year 11)

‘By visiting galleries, students are given the 
opportunity to admire and develop ideas from  
other students that they could use in their own work. 
They may be able to take pieces of different people’s 
works of art to create a unique version of their own. 
It also allows students to see different types of art 
other than what they might be used to or what they 
like. There is an importance for students to share 
their work in galleries; it allows them to showcase the 
talent that they and other young people have and it 
gives them a chance to show off what they can do 
and be rewarded and receive recognition for their 
hard work.’ Ella S (Year 11)

ZART ART  
STUDENT GALLERY  
EXHIBITION

Thursday 27 June – 
Saturday 7 September.

4/41-43 Lexton Rd,  
Box Hill North

Opening Night:  
Thursday 27 June 
4:00pm-5:00pm  
Light afternoon tea provided

JUN

27

Creating artwork allows young practitioners the opportunity 
to engage in visual problem solving and assists in the 
appreciation of the aesthetics in our world. Exhibiting 
artwork in a gallery style setting further instills the learning 
by appreciation and reflection – aspects which are vital in the 
artistic process.

Year 2, 3 and 6 students have been invited to exhibit artwork 
in the Zart Art Student Gallery in Box Hill in Term 3 this 
year. The gallery is a unique public space dedicated to the 
exhibition of primary and secondary student artwork and 
provides an exciting and meaningful platform for students 
to celebrate their work and receive positive critical feedback 
and recognition. Zart Art sells all manner of art media and 
facilitates professional development for Art educators in the 
form of workshops, forums, masterclasses, publications and 
website tutorials. 

The artwork exhibited will be: 

Year 2: Reverse Appliques, a textile project where the students 
have mastered the sewing machines and painted on calico. 

Year 3: Cardboard and paper mache sculptures inspired by 
Keith Haring. 

Year 6: Cardboard collagraph multi coloured and layered prints. 

Students and their families are invited to the exhibition 
opening on Thursday 27 June. This is a wonderful and 
exciting accolade for Wardle House junior artists as their 
work will be viewed by teachers, students and the public,  
as exemplar innovative practices.

Ms Petra Glaser 
Wardle House  
Visual Art Specialist
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Drawing  
Inspiration
One of the functions of Art in the modern world is to teach 
us about our society and the contemporary culture that it 
reflects. We look to our students and art makers to observe, 
interpret and communicate their ideas, perceptions and 
relationships with all they see and experience. 

As educators, it is incumbent on us to provide opportunities 
for our students to see how others, both now and then, 
have dealt with their explorations in a visual form. To allow 
our students to find inspiration, to learn, to appreciate, to 
engage and define their responses. 

It is important that all year levels are exposed to these 
opportunities. The Year 7 Art classes visited the McClelland 
Gallery and Sculpture Park in Term 1, listened to talks, had 
a tour and completed observational sketches. All of the 
VCE Art, Media and Studio Arts students embarked on a 
city gallery exploration day where they visited a range of 
galleries that included the NGV, Top Arts, Top Screens, 
commercial and alternative galleries. The Year 8 students will 
visit galleries later this year. Through these experiences, our 
students are better informed and better prepared to exhibit 
their own works. 

Toorak College is proud of the exceptional quality of work 
that is produced and displayed by students of all ages. It is 
exciting to see our students producing artwork in a range of 
forms and formats, including the collaborative and fun art 
making at Art Club. Through student creations, explorations 
and artworks, we are all informed of their perceptions, their 
feelings, ideas and interpretations. We gain insight into their 
perspective and witness how it begins to shape and define 
their place in the world.

Mr Dailan Hatherley 
Head of Visual Arts and Technology
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Connecting  
with Culture
Lunar New Year is the most important date on the calendar 
for most of our boarding students. It is most of Asia’s 
equivalent to Christmas and usually falls in the first week or 
two of school. It is a time when many of our boarders miss 
home the most, as their whole family is together and they 
are at school. This year we wanted things to be different, 
so our Boarding Captain, Ivy Z, made plans for us all to go 
into the City, have a delicious HotPot meal together and 
watch the dragon dancing and fireworks. What an amazing 
night it was! The sights and celebrations throughout the City 
were bright, colourful and just a lot of fun. For our boarders 
that would not usually celebrate the Lunar New Year, it was 
a brilliant cultural experience and they learned a lot. Their 
chopstick skills also improved significantly!

Being a boarder at Toorak College has huge significance 
given our School’s long history of boarding. Last year we had 
flower boxes installed as part of the new outdoor wellbeing 
area. This year we started a new tradition where when our 
boarders join Joan Ansett Hall, they plant daisy seeds in 
these boxes. As the girls grow during their time at Toorak 
College, they will watch their daisies grow too. When the 
girls graduate with their VCE, their flowers will remain as a 
reminder to the girls that are here of the amazing women 
that have gone before them and to always raise their heads 
towards the sun and thrive.

Ms Caralyn Dea 
Director of International Education & Boarding

Empowered  
by Sport
At Toorak College we constantly strive to empower our 
students, but what does this look like in a sporting context?

Early in the year, as we watched our 
coxswains at the Head of Schoolgirls 
Rowing Regatta and our Sailing and 
Equestrian teams at their respective 
state championships, it was apparent 
just how much co-curricular sport 
equips our Senior girls with vital 
tools and skills that will benefit them 
throughout their lives.

In both Rowing and Sailing, our students 
are given an extremely valuable and 
technical piece of equipment and work 
in highly changeable environments. 
They are given responsibility for 
decision making and care of both boat 
and the crew within. They are effectively 
the leader, motivator and coach in the 
boat and their actions have immediate 
consequences.

Our Equestrian students are in 
charge of powerful and sometimes 
unpredictable animals. A girl needs to 
lead an animal up to four times as large 
and strong as she is and ask it to follow 
directions. She is in sole control of her 
horse in competition and the welfare of 
the horse is her responsibility. 

Our students are given coaching, 
training and practice and are supported 
in their roles. Seeing their skills and 
self-efficacy develop over each sporting 
season is inspiring and the lifelong 
benefit of these skills is invaluable.

‘Women in sport defy the 
misperception that they are weak or 
incapable. Every time they clear a 
hurdle or kick a ball, demonstrating 
not only physical strength, but also 
leadership and strategic thinking, they 
take a step towards gender equality.’ 
Lakshmi Puri, UN Assistant Secretary-
General and UN Women Deputy 
Executive Director

To empower is to make someone 
stronger, more confident and in control 
of their own life. The Toorak College 
sport program empowers our girls to 
make choices and decisions to follow 
their passions, and reap the rewards 
by developing the confidence and 
strength, both physical and mental,  
to control and direct their own lives.

Mrs Deb Gardener 
Director of Sport

‘I love that we get to watch the daisies grow like we do.’ 
Annie G

‘The HotPot dinner this year made for a different New Year 
celebration and gathering together as the full Boarding 
House gave us a new meaning of home!’ Ivy Z

‘New Year was awesome this year. I loved being with my 
friends and celebrating like a real family.’ Melody Z

JO

AN ANSETT HALL
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Literacy skills unlocked  
by play-based learning

In the Early years, literacy and numeracy are best 
developed through a rich authentic play-based 
approach, thus allowing young children to observe, 
explore and test theories in areas of language and 
numeracy. 

Literacy is more than just reading and writing. It is the 
capacity, confidence and disposition to use language in 
all its forms such as listening, dancing, drawing, media, 
observing, writing, reading, speaking and storytelling. 
Not only does it open a door to the unchartered 
territory of a child’s boundless imagination, but it also 
helps with a child’s social interaction.

Play provides an important context for learning where 
children can explore ideas, solve problems and make 
connections with others. Children use sounds, gestures 
and body language to communicate their feelings 
and needs. The more the parents can use language 
and sounds around the child, the faster that child can 
recognise the sounds and begin to develop awareness 
around the language being used. 

The early years are about building a positive attitude 
toward literacy and numeracy by involving these into 
everyday routines. Easy ways to do this include reading 
stories to your child on a daily basis, singing nursery 
rhymes to them during feeding and bathing, and 
integrating their name into song. Playing with rhymes 
helps children learn about sound and its patterns. 

Once a child develops fluency in oral language and 
can begin to understand certain sounds, they then 
learn about empathy and how to express it. Depending 
on the social situation, exceptional growth and brain 
development is evident when children swap from 
normal speech to empathetic speech when they need 
to communicate. 

Literacy and numeracy are vital skills for all children to 
develop. Without literacy, a child cannot communicate. 
Children connect with others through physicality, 
sounds and language, which must be incorporated into 
a child’s everyday life well and before they reach the 
classroom.

F R O M  T
H
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Where can  
coding take you?
We had a chat with our Head of Digital 
Technologies and e-Learning Mr Phil 
Carew to gain his insight about coding 
and the type of careers you can have in 
this field.

How do our younger students learn to code?

‘In STEM-X classes, students in Prep and Year 1 are 
introduced to sequencing by using the Bee Bots and 
the Codeapillar. Years 2 and 3 students use the Scratch 
Jnr app to learn how to code using drag and drop 
block coding. Year 4 students use Scratch to build a 
game that links to the book ‘The Shoes of Abu Kassim’ 
and also learn how to code using the spheros; a robotic 
ball controlled through smartphones and tablets. In 
Year 5, students are introduced to Lego Mindstorms,  
a programmable robot that they can build, design 
and code.

As part of CS in Schools, students in Year 7 use the 
Python programming language. Python is an industry 
standard language that allows our students to build 
skills that can be transferable to the real world. CS in 
Schools is a philanthropic initiative at RMIT University 
focused on helping teachers confidently teach 
computer science to high school students in Victoria. 
It is a great privilege to be working with CS in Schools 
and it highlights our commitment to supporting student 
growth, digital skills and real world applications.’

What careers can coding give you? 

‘Having a fundamental understanding of programming 
is a huge advantage for our students working in any 
digital space across any industry. Coding supports 
and teaches a range of important skills outside of the 
technology world including problem solving, creativity, 
critical thinking and digital literacy. These important 
skills are transferable to any subject area. App 
development is another growing area as is traditional 
software development, for example programs in the 
Adobe CC suite or even computer games.’
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Parents  
and Friends
The Parents and Friends Association was thrilled to welcome 
back so many committee members this year and extends a 
warm welcome to those new members who have joined. If 
you are interested in getting involved with the Parents and 
Friends Association or any of our subgroups, we would love 
to hear from you. Please visit the Parents and Friends page 
on iVE to complete the Expression of Interest form.

In May, the mums of Toorak College spent the morning 
together with their children celebrating Mother’s Day with a 
beautiful breakfast in Mary Herring Hall. Guests were treated 
to a delicious meal served by the dads, and a moving 
performance of ‘My Romance’ from our talented Grace 
Notes Choir. Thank you to Collegian and star of The Real 
Housewives of Melbourne, Sally Bloomfield, who was the 
wonderful guest speaker for this event.

This year our annual parent social event will be the Winter 
Solstice Evening, held on Saturday 15 June. We encourage 
all parents to come along and catch up with friends and 
welcome parents who may be new to the Toorak College 
community. Any assistance with donations of items or 
experiences to be auctioned on the night would be 
greatly appreciated. Please contact Elizabeth Lucarelli via 
community@toorakc.vic.edu.au if you can help. Proceeds will 
go towards our School charity One Girl and the Swift Science 
and Technology Centre. Tickets will be available via The 
Daisy Chain Newsletter and the Events page of the Toorak 
College website. I look forward to seeing you all at what I’m 
sure will be a fantastic event.

The dads of Toorak will have the opportunity to celebrate 
Father’s Day on Saturday 31 August. It is always a highlight 
for the students to welcome their families into their school 
environment and create special memories. We look forward 
to sharing details of this event in the near future.

Once winter is over, the Friends of Wardle House will host a 
Spring Luncheon. Details of this event will be shared through 
The Daisy Chain Newsletter.

Thank you to our parent community for your continued 
support. These special events would not be possible 
without you. I look forward to meeting many new families 
throughout the rest of the year.

Mrs Elizabeth Lucarelli 
President, Parents and Friends Association

74% to our goal  
$1,107,000

Research amongst 
206 community 
members was done to 
gain feedback on the 
campaign, fund raising 
initiatives and even the 
building design.

Collegians 
contributed 
59% of the 
total raised for 
the campaign

Special Campaign Initiatives

Gala Evening raised  

$90,500
Students raised  

$2,800

A new generation 
of donors

Number of Donors

Target $1.5m

Raised to date 
$1.107

Alumni 
Current Parents 
Board Members 
Staff & Friends 
Students

New donors 
Existing donors

176 Generous 
donors

Campaign Overview

Philanthropy at Toorak College 
Over the last two years, we have witnessed an extraordinary 
personal commitment from our community to ensure the 
success of our students and the sustainability of our iconic 
School. 

The capital campaign target for the Swift Science and 
Technology Centre has nearly been achieved thanks to 
the generosity of the Toorak College community. We 
have currently raised $1.1m of our $1.5m target, with the 
campaign coming to a close upon the building’s completion 
in the second half of 2019. 

This fantastic result so far is proof that our relatively small 
community cares deeply about the longevity of the School, is 
committed to ensuring current and future students have access 
to the best learning environments and cherish the tradition of 
our past where one generation seeks to look after the next.

There is still time for our community members to rally to make 
a positive impact on the futures of Toorak College students. 
The 2019 Annual Giving Appeal will continue to focus on 
The Swift Science and Technology Centre, designed to be a 
first-class resource for our students and equip them with the 
essential skills and knowledge to be ready for a lifetime of 
inquiry and understanding. We will also strive to make our 
scholarships program the best it can be.

Annual giving is the underlying strength of all philanthropy and 
provides an opportunity for you to support current and future 
generations of students. Whether as current parents, past or 
future parents, grandparents, Collegians, staff members or 
friends, collectively we can make a difference. It’s not the size of 
our gift but our involvement and participation that really matters. 

Mrs Penny Bowman  
Alumni Relations and Development Manager 

Donors can direct their tax deductible gift to  
either our building or scholarship fund via:

Website
www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au/community/giving

Contact the Development Office
Penny Bowman  
T: 03 9788 7208 E: giving@toorakc.vic.edu.au

Annual Giving Brochure
Members of our Community will receive an Annual 
Giving Brochure including a tear off payment slip.

2019 Parents and Friends Committee

President: Elizabeth Lucarelli

Vice President: Anthony Brimley

Secretary: Sarah Guiney

Treasurer: Karlee Browning

General Committee: Pina Brimley, Helen Carr, 
Jane McKay, Neil Smith, Matthew Teleskivi, Ian 
Tyler.

Equestrian Representative: Neil Smith

Wardle House Representative: Vanessa Doody

Thanks to all other parents who attend the wider 
committee.

105

71 32

95

8

12

29
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The Toorak Collegians association has reached over 
6,000 members now, with more alumni joining each year. 
Being a Toorak Collegian entitles each member to access 
services to enhance many aspects of their lives ranging 
from career support to maintaining friendships, but it also 
signifies the belonging to a place and community with a 
proud, rich history, which in turn creates a lifelong bond 
between members. In order for us to continue to ensure 
Collegians are supported throughout their lives post school, 
we are compelled to remain relevant to all our members. 
The Toorak Collegians committee exists to listen to our 
community’s feedback and suggestions on what membership 
benefits are desirable and put into plan events and initiatives 
to address these preferences. 

In March, the Collegians Committee held our strategic 
planning day where we reflected on the past 12 months 
achievements and assessed our priorities for the coming year. 

The Committee resolved to keep the reunion schedule 
the same as last year.  I am personally looking forward to 
celebrating my own 50 year reunion on 4 October; I hope 
to see all my own year group together on that day. The 
combined luncheon for the 10, 20, 30 and 40 year groups 
occurred on 18 May with a strong number of Collegians 
once again in attendance.  

One new suggestion during our planning day was to hold an 
international reunion. We are aware that many international 
students do keep in contact with each other. Alumni 
Relations and Development Manager Penny Bowman (nee 
Bourke, TC ’01) is working to establish a Collegian champion 
to co-ordinate this event and encourage involvement in all 
Collegian initiatives offered to members.  

A further strategic initiative added to our plan is to establish 
a Collegians sporting team as part of our Clubs portfolio. 
The team might be a netball, basketball or hockey team and 
would compete in the local competition. I am hoping that 
enthusiastic Collegians will come forward to co-ordinate 
the set-up of these clubs with the Committee supporting 
them as much as possible. Any interested Collegian should 
contact Penny Bowman on (03) 9788 7208.

Our planning day also saw the refinement of our Careers 
portfolio. The Collegians are teaming up with the School’s 
student futures team to roll out the ‘Empower Network’, 
a program designed to connect Year 11 students with our 
talented Collegians. Consisting of online engagement and 
face-to-face networking, we encourage all Collegians who 
are studying or employed to become involved. The first step 
is to join the Toorak College Empower Network LinkedIn 
page, a space for students to seek advice from Collegians 
regarding their field of expertise. More information on this 
initiative will be circulated throughout the year. 

The Collegians AGM was held in May. I am grateful for all 
the volunteers who give their time to support the Collegians 
community. We have a very strong Committee but we 
are always looking for new people to get involved in our 
expanding programs and provide a basis for refreshing the 
Committee in the future.

Mrs Carolyn Such (nee Wiltshire, TC ’69)  
Toorak Collegians President

TOORAK COLLEGIANS GRANTS 
PROGRAM UPDATE 

Twice a year, in February and July, Toorak Collegians are 
invited to apply for a grant of up to $1,000 in support of 
those undertaking volunteer work in the Arts, Sports, Science, 
Community or Charity areas. We revisit here some of our past 
grant recipients and check in on their project progress to date: 

Annabel Watson (TC ‘11) 
Fitzroy Thunder Girls Soccer Development Program

An after-school soccer program and education on better 
health and nutrition for disadvantaged girls aged 5-13 
within community housing estates.

New equipment has been purchased including bright new 
bibs and goals and 50 girls registered from two neighbouring 
schools. The program achieved the goal of teaching basic 
soccer skills and modelling healthy behaviour by playing 
sport and having fruit and water available after school.

Felicity Fox (TC ‘07) 
Pivot, a community legal education provider, 
delivering interactive sessions to at risk and  
homeless youths

Provide early intervention to educate and assist juveniles 
with strategies and skills to reduce involvement in 
crime, improve educational performance and workforce 
participation, and reduce substance abuse.

15 legal education workshops have been facilitated, with 
85 young people attending aged between 13-22, with the 
average age being 16. Participant feedback - 85% reported 
a decreased likelihood to engage in offending behaviours, 
90% reported an increased ability to navigate legal situations 
safely and 70% feel more positive toward the legal system 
and policy.

Sarah Ben-M’rad (TC ‘14) 
Creation of a trailer for a TV series

‘Please Return to the Information Desk’ is a half hour 
comedy show set within a shopping centre.

The final edit of the trailer has been completed and it now 
sits with Stephen Luby (producer of Kath & Kim) while he 
considers a development deal. Sarah continues to work in 
the TV industry.

Stephanie Byrne (TC ‘10) 
Pilgrimage to Uluru (PTU), sponsorship for  
volunteer leaders

Organised by Fusion, PTU provides an opportunity for 
young people from all backgrounds, including teenagers 
from the Fusion housing service who are experiencing 
homelessness, to come together and share life for 10 days 
in the Northern Territory while learning about Aboriginal 
culture and self discovery. 

18 pilgrims from Victoria aged 12-19 including two from 
Fusion housing, attended the 2018 PTU. Many participants 
reported gaining a new perspective on life and a positive 
outlook for their future, developing a greater connection 
with the country in which they live.

The next round of applications open on 1 July 2019. 

We encourage any Collegians undertaking volunteer work in 
the fields of Arts, Sports, Science or Community to consider 
applying. 

For further information on the Collegians Grants Program or 
to request an application form, please contact the Alumni 
Relations and Development Office on (03) 9788 7208 or 
email collegians@toorakc.vic.edu.au or visit  
https://www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au/collegians 

STAY CONNECTED!

The Toorak Collegians will be continuing with 
exciting initiatives in 2019 which focus on 
community, careers, archives and communications. 
It’s imperative we have your correct contact details 
so you can stay connected and get involved. 

Please email collegians@toorakc.vic.edu.au or  
call (03) 9788 7208 if you wish to update your 
contact details. 

In the meantime, you can stay up to date on all the 
Toorak Collegians news via our social media pages: 

www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au/collegians

/toorakcollegians

/toorakcollegians

/in/toorak-collegians
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Toorak Collegian Committee members, Penny Shell, Sue Dixon, 
Pam Hall, Carolyn Such and Penny Bowman. 
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TOORAK COLLEGIANS RECLAIM THE 
WILDERNESS SHIELD 

This year marked the 7th year of the Wilderness Shield 
sports competition between the Collegians and the Year 
12s. Annually, Collegians travel from near and far to catch up 
with friends, engage in some friendly sporting competition 
and then dine together before the Shield presentation. It is 
wonderful to have a number of younger Collegians who have 
competed as students in their final years, now coming back 
to join the Collegian ranks. As always, we are indebted to 
those Collegians who return each year to participate. Once 
again, the weather gods were kind to us and the competition 
in the pool, on the netball, volleyball, tennis and badminton 
courts and on the cloisters lawn was fierce.  

This year the stakes were high, with the Wilderness Shield 
awarded to the Collegians on three occasions and the Year 
12s on three occasions. In more recent years the Year 12s 
have definitely held the upper hand, so the Collegians were 
on a mission.

For the first time ever, the Collegians had a clean sweep 
in the pool and the workload was shared across the 
generations from a 19 year-old to a 64 year-old. On the 
volleyball court, the finish was truly nail baiting with a 57-
55 result in favour of the Collegians. On the netball court 
the scores were even at half time and despite fatigue, the 
Collegians just pulled away in time for the final whistle. 
The newly resurfaced tennis courts were a hive of activity 

COLLEGIANS RETURN TO TOORAK – 
MERRIN MUNROE (TC ’89) 

After graduating from Toorak College in 1989, Merrin 
studied a Diploma of Business in Hospitality Management, 
before heading in a different direction in her career, landing 
a job in the newsroom at Channel 7 in Sydney. It was there 
that Merrin learned the character generator system — the 
system that generates graphics for game shows and sporting 
events. This led to her next role with an IT company, 
where she remained for 10 years, working on graphics 
and results systems for live sporting events, including 
several Olympic games, Commonwealth Games, Rugby 
World Cup, Australian Open tennis, golf, rugby league, 
swimming, tennis, and more. Merrin has now returned to 
the Mornington Peninsula and started her own business, 
‘The Small Business Geeks’ — a digital marketing company 
specialising in getting small businesses online (websites, 
social media, marketing, video, etc.). 

Merrin enjoyed her time as a student at Toorak College 
noting it gave her ‘the confidence in herself to live a bigger 
life’. Merrin is now passionate about giving back to her 
school by way of mentoring or providing career advice 
to students. Recently, Merrin was invited into the Year 7 
Technology class as a panel member providing feedback on 
3D print designs the students produced in Term 1. As part of 
this project, students had to pitch to the panel the benefits 
of their product and answer any questions in regards to 
design and manufacturing possibilities. 

with doubles games playing out on each of the courts and 
the Collegians snatched victory here as well. Although 
our players fought hard on the badminton court, the Year 
12s have always been stronger, so any Collegians with a 
badminton background would be welcomed with open arms 
for future competitions. As always, bocce was a joyous event 
with people of all ages and some mother-daughter pairs 
stepping up to compete against one another, and this year 
the Collegians came away with the win. 

So for 2019, the Collegians completed their mission to 
win back the Wilderness Shield trophy with an overall 
result of five wins across the six sports. Well done ‘girls’ 
and congratulations to the Year 12s on their willingness to 
compete and the spirit they bring to each of the events.

Thank you to Jacque Ross (nee Hazard, TC ’71) our 
Collegians co-ordinator and the Sport staff within the School 
who work very hard to make this a successful and important 
event in the Collegians fixture.

TOORAK COLLEGIANS REPRESENTED 
AT THE WOMEN’S INTER-SCHOOL 
GOLF CHALLENGE CUP

The Women’s Inter-School Golf Challenge Cup was first 
held in 1929 for Old Collegians of Independent Schools in 
Victoria and now sees more than 30 schools represented at 
the annual event.

The competition was developed to foster teamwork in 
Associate golf and to support a selected charity. The event 
has supported ‘The Cottage by The Sea’ for many years now. 

The 90th annual golf day was held at The Sorrento Golf 
Club on Monday 1 April, 2019. The annual inter-school golf 
match is a team event comprising four female players who 
are past students of a member school and hold a current 
Golf Australia Handicap (limit 35). Well done to the Toorak 
Collegians team who placed third, with only a small margin 
separating them from second and first placed teams, Fintona 
and Korowa respectively.  

All Collegians are invited to play in this annual event.  
Those interested in playing in the 2020 competition can 
contact the Toorak Collegians office on (03) 9788 7208  
for more information. 

Penny Bowman (TC ’01), Merrin Munroe (TC ’89) and  
teacher Phil Carew – panel members for Year 7 Technology  
Class design presentations. 

Collegians Laura Tsindos TC’03, Amanda Bournon (Ronalds) TC ’73, 
Jenny Picking TC ’76, Jenny Tilbrook (Nagel) TC ’69 at the 2019 
Inter-School Golf Challenge. 

TOORAK COLLEGIAN CLUBS  
CALL OUT 

Are you a Toorak Collegian interested in 
assisting with setting up a Collegians club? 
Whether it be netball, basketball, football, choir, 
equestrian, or anything in between – we would 
love to hear from you! The Toorak Collegians 
committee is dedicated to setting up Toorak 
Collegians clubs this year, but we will need 
your help. Please contact the Alumni Relations 
and Development Office on (03) 9788 7208 or 
email collegians@toorakc.vic.edu.au for more 
information. 
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COLLEGIANS DONATE IN HONOUR 
OF THEIR PEER,  JENNIFER CAVILL 
(TC ’49) 

Toorak College has recently received two 
donations from the Collegians community 
towards the Scholarship Fund in memory  
of Jennifer Cavill (nee Rau, TC ‘49) who  
passed away in July 2017.  

Jenny is remembered as a brilliant and original thinker, the 
first Head of Tripp House in 1948, Head Girl in 1949 and a 
Board Member of the School throughout the 60s and 70s. 
She achieved an Arts Degree at Melbourne University and 
studied Art with George Bell, Australia’s most influential 
teacher at the time. 

Jenny completed a Master of Education at Monash 
University and in Special Education where she excelled at 
helping children to achieve. She had a great empathy with 
students and also privately coached at home. She was a 
member of the Melbourne Society of Women Painters and 
Sculptors and her work appears in the special catalogue to 
mark the 100th Annual Exhibition of this group, published  
in 2009.

Jenny’s paintings are in many private collections, with her 
work being exhibited on a number of occasions including 
at the Mornington and McClelland Galleries. She also 
published a study on the history of Mount Martha and a 
thesis on the Moorooduc Quarry, wildlife and plants.  

Her daughter, Amanda, sadly died of cancer three weeks 
after Jenny. Her memory will live on through her son Bill  
and her many friends of all ages who remember her loyalty, 
love of animals, birds and nature, courage, sense of fun,  
and determination to speak out on things she believed in. 

TRAK Chat

TOORAK COLLEGIAN NEWS 

Many Ho (TC ’14) and husband Kevin have recently set up 
their own mobile coffee business ‘Barrel of Beans’, serving 
locally roasted coffee to Melbournians, including Toorak 
College families at the recently held Victorian Equestrian 
Interschool State Championships. 

Dr Carmel Whelan (TC ’83) is a Chiropractor on the 
Mornington Peninsula and has recently released her book 
‘Integrity’. This book is the result of an impromptu catch 
up with fellow Collegian, Kim Sajet (TC ’83) who told 
Carmel about an Earth Optimism Summit to be held at the 
Smithsonian Institute where Kim is Director of Portraiture. 
Carmel travelled to Washington DC to attend and was 
subsequently inspired to write ‘Integrity’, a guide to thriving 
in the 21st century, reflecting Carmel’s practical and realistic 
approach to life. 

Congratulations to Lorinda Hartley (TC ’13) who recently 
won the BioDesign Innovation Award. Lorinda was part of 
a team at The University of Melbourne who are working 
on a device to test neonatal lung pressure and aim to help 
premature babies breathe. This is a fantastic achievement 
and an invention that could save many lives. Lorinda 
completed her Master of Engineering (Biomedical with 
Business) after graduating from Toorak College in 2013. 

Artwork by Jennifer Cavill
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Congratulations to Janet Limb (nee Cook TC ’55) who 
received a 2019 Australian Day Honor for ‘for distinguished 
service to the community through philanthropic support for 
charitable, social welfare, and medical research groups‘. 

Astrid Scholte (TC ’02) graduated from Toorak College as 
Dux of her year where her love of reading and writing was 
nurtured during her 13 years at the School. English was her 
favourite subject during VCE after she was raised loving 
Spielberg, Lucas, and Disney. Astrid has just released her 
debut book for young adults entitled ‘Four Dead Queens’. 
The novel has been published in America, Australia/NZ as 
well as the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Turkey, Russia and Spain.

Vale Dr Stacey Seakins (TC ’03). Stacey passed away 
surrounded by her loved ones in February after a battle with 
illness. A much loved Collegian, Stacey lived in Adelaide 
where she was a GP, married to Dr Jesse Beumer and has 
two children Ted and Rosie. Stacey was Dance Captain in her 
final year at Toorak College, before moving to Adelaide to 
study medicine with fellow Collegian, Laura Trezise (TC ’03).

After leaving Toorak College, Angelica Suarez (nee Guz 
TC ’04) went on to graduate in Law/Behavioural Science, 
and currently works as a lawyer for the Department of 
Justice and Community Safety. One of Angelica’s passions 
is emergency services volunteering, and she is the current 
president of a small not-for-profit organisation called 
Southern Cross Search Dogs Victoria Inc. (SCSD). SCSD 
provides Victoria’s emergency services with qualified canine 
teams trained to find survivors in an urban search and rescue 
event, such as a building collapse. To qualify as operational, 
canine teams are assessed by Victoria Police. Angelica and 
her peers are always on the lookout for access to different 
training environments. If you are able to assist Angelica 
with access to buildings or sites, please contact her via 
southerncrosssearchdogs@gmail.com.
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TOORAK COLLEGIANS  
2020 EVENT DATES

Wilderness Shield  
Friday 7 February, 5:00pm 

Class of 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010 Reunion Day 
Saturday 16 May, 11:00am 

Toorak Collegians AGM 
Sunday 24 May, 2:00pm 

Class of 1970 Fifty Year Reunion 
Friday 2 October, 11:00am  
(Cloisters Club Lunch to follow)

Class of 1960 Sixty Year Reunion 
Friday 2 October, 11:00am  
(Cloisters Club Lunch to follow)

Cloisters Club Lunch  
(celebrating 50+ years of Toorak Collegians) 
Friday 2 October, 12:00pm

Class of 2015 Five Year Reunion 
Friday 20 November, 6:00pm

Class of 2019 One Year Reunion 
Friday 3 December, 5:00pm 

All events to be held on site at Toorak College. 

Bookings are essential via www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au, 
email collegians@toorakc.vic.edu.au or call (03) 9788 7208. 

Postal invitations to be issued for reunion events.  
To ensure you receive the relevant invitations, contact 
Toorak Collegians to update your contact details today.  

COLLEGIAN IN THE SPOTLIGHT – 
GEORGIA CONNOLLY (TC ’07) 

Growing up, Georgia always had a love of horses, which 
saw her become the Equestrian Captain in her final year at 
school. Post her studies, Georgia sought work in her field 
of interest, working at a local saddlery before setting off to 
the UK where she worked for the world no.1 Eventing rider. 
Upon her return to Australia, Georgia was able to secure a 
‘serendipitous introduction’ with the Victoria Racing Clubs’ 
Senior Public Relations Officer and before she knew it, 
Georgia was awarded the role of 2015 Myer Fashions on 
the Field Ambassador. Georgia recalls feeling an element of 
trepidation upon accepting this role, but in true Toorak spirit, 
stepped up to the challenge and embarked on the six week 
campaign, giving it her all. Following the success of her short 
term appointment, the VRC created a permanent role for 
Georgia as their inaugural ambassador, which she remains  
in today. 

Georgia still remains in close contact with her Toorak College 
friends who she sees as ‘fabulously fun, bright women who 
are all kicking major goals in life’. Reflecting on her time at 
Toorak College, Georgia appreciated being surrounded by 
people who believed in the same values as her, noting ‘The 
teachers and the girls I grew up with during my time at Toorak 
were all strong and ambitious people. The school fostered the 
qualities we need to take with us when we walk out of those 
gates and into the real world. That I am certain of.’

Archives 
President’s Report

The current Archives Committee consists of representatives 
from across 60 years of the School’s history. We have four 
working bees a year, one in each term. 

During the first working bee this year the committee prepared 
for the whole school Founders Day assembly. Each year we 
focus on a different aspect of the School’s history. Last year we 
concentrated on the history of the Boarding House. 

This year our focus is on the Hamilton Building. In the original 
plans for this building, put together by the same architects 
who designed the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance, the 
Hamilton Building was originally called ‘Central School House 
No. 1’. It was only later named the Hamilton Building in 1967 
to mark the contribution of the Hamilton sisters, Isobel and 
Robina, who were joint Principals of the School along with 
their sister, Barbara, who was responsible for the welfare of 
the boarders between 1908 and 1936.

Upon the School’s opening in 1926, students who attended 
Toorak College were boarding students only, and the top floor 
of the Hamilton Building was where they slept and stored 
their personal items. The Drawing Room on the bottom floor 
of the Hamilton Building was used as a space for boarders to 
undertake recreational activities such as singing, practicing 
musical instruments and reading. The Long Walk area, 
similar to now, was where classes were conducted, with more 
rooms built where the Library stands today. In the 1960s and 
1970s the increase in demand for day student places and 
the opening of what we now know as the Joan Ansett Hall 
Boarding House, saw the Hamilton Building top floor rooms 
turn into classrooms and staff offices. 

At the Founders Day assembly this year, Christine Friday 
(TC ’64) spoke about her experiences as a boarder in the 
Hamilton Building during the 1960s. She lived a spartan 
existence where heating was scarce and food was basic. 
Relaxation was dominated by sport and there were very  
few external activities. 

The additional two speakers, Micah Jones (TC ’97) and 
Naomi Linssen (nee Male, TC ’91), both Collegians and 
current teachers of the School, spoke about how they 
utilised the Hamilton Building during the 1990s when it 
ceased to be a boarding house. The building changed to 
mainly be used as a staffroom, staff offices, classrooms and 
most importantly the Year 10 Common Room, as it remains 
today. 

The general feeling of all speakers was that the Hamilton 
Building is a beautiful old building that they were proud of 
and remains the heart and soul of the School.

Mrs Carolyn Such (nee Wiltshire, TC ‘69) 
Archives Committee President

From the Archives

An interesting item was recently received into the Archives Office. An academic working on research at the 
National Gallery of Australia in Canberra came across a piece of artwork, which depicts the Toorak College 
school crest. The work was un-dated and donated to the gallery in 1990. He sent an image of the work through 
to the School for interest. The work is by Sybil Craig, a Collegian who was a boarder from 1917-1920. Upon 
leaving Toorak College, Sybil went on to study at the National Gallery of Victoria School of Painting. During the 
1930s and 1940s Sybil’s paintings were exhibited on many occasions. In 1945 she was appointed an official war 
artist, only the third woman to be offered this post. 80 of her paintings are today on display at the Australian 
War Memorial. Her work also hangs in the National Gallery of Australia, the National Gallery of Victoria, the 
State Library of Victoria and the art galleries of Ballarat and Castlemaine. Sybil was awarded an Order of 
Australia in 1981 and passed away in 1989 aged 87.
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Open Day and 2021 Scholarship Testing
Event date: Saturday 7 September 
Event location: Toorak College

The Loop – Strength Based Parenting,  
Professor Lea Waters
Event date: Wednesday 11 September, 7:00pm 
Event location: Mary Herring Hall, Toorak College 
Community event – all welcome.

Friends of Wardle House Spring Luncheon
Details to be confirmed

Creative Journeys - VCE Arts, Design and 
Technologies Exhibition
Event date: Tuesday 8 October - Opening Night 
Event location: D4, Toorak College 
Community event – all welcome.

Swift Science and Technology  
Centre Opening
Event date: To be confirmed 
Event location: Swift Science and Technology Centre,  
Toorak College 
Community event – all welcome.

Senior School Speech Night
Event date: Friday 18 October, 7:30pm 
Event location: Robert Blackwood Hall,  
Monash University 
Senior School students and parents are invited  
to be part of this special evening.

Carols in the Cloisters
Event date: Friday 6 December, 6:30pm 
Event location: Cloisters, Toorak College 
Community event – all welcome.
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Our talented music performers delighted the 
audience at our annual Autumn Concert.

Students pushed themselves to achieve their 
personal best at House Cross Country.

Year 12 students represented Toorak College at an 
ANZAC Day service in Mornington.

Year 5 students were feeling lucky as they panned 
for gold at their Sovereign Hill camp.

Events  
Calendar
We extend a warm welcome to members 
of the Toorak College community to 
attend these special events.

Parents and Friends Winter Solstice
Event date: Saturday 15 June 
Event location: Ranelagh Club 
All parents are invited to come together for this  
Parents and Friends event.

Biennial Concert
Event date: Tuesday 27 August 
Event location: Frankston Arts Centre 
Community event – all welcome.  
Tickets available through Toorak College website.

Father’s Day Activities
Event date: Saturday 31 August 
Event location: Toorak College 
Toorak College fathers and guardians  
are invited to attend with their children.

SEP

11

TBC
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