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Year 9 students learnt how to independently make their way to and around the CBD 
during City Cite.

Always a highlight on the rowing calendar, the Head of Schoolgirls Regatta  
did not disappoint.

The Toorak Sailing Team came home with several medals from Girlsail this year.

The Toorak Equestrian Team has 
won the Equestrian Victoria State 
Championship this year.

There were some very creative 
entries and big smiles in the Wardle 
House Easter Bonnet Parade.
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From the Principal 

The Reggio Emilia philosophies and approaches to education 
are world renowned for the way in which they engage young 
children in learning. These approaches acknowledge that all 
children have the right to education and that they form their 
understanding of the world through a socio-constructivist 
approach, that is they learn through experience and through 
their interaction with others. 

Reggio Emilia places an emphasis on the first six years of life 
where the brain is most adaptable, and ensures students gain 
rich experiences linked to inquiry learning. It places students 
at the centre of the learning that takes place. Their thinking 
and learning is guided through highly experienced educators 
who question, propose and inspire children to be explorers in 
their environments.

Our Early Learning Centre and Junior School, as part of Wardle 
House, are inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach and the 
curriculum is delivered through the structured inquiry model 
of the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme 
(IB-PYP). Learning is meaningful and a holistic perspective 
establishes a strong connection to learning why, rather than 
learning what. 

What struck me on this journey were the ties that exist between 
best practice early childhood education and that of best practice 
secondary education. For me it drills down to the idea that the 
role of the teacher is to look for opportunity; to gain insight 
into a child’s thoughts through their guesses, examples, stories 
and even incorrect responses. As a teacher, you need to live in 
their understanding, not direct them to yours. The role of the 
teacher is to explore their students questions, to encourage the 
extension of their thinking, broaden their connections and then 
to work through what is still unknown. This type of education 
transcends age and country borders.

Mrs Kristy Kendall 
Principal

From the Principal 
Kristy Kendall and Mandy Whitworth were fortunate to recently  

spend time in Reggio Emilia in Italy, to study at the Loris Malaguzzi  
International Centre and visit numerous schools in the area.
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From the Principal 

The Reggio Emilia centres 
showcase inspiring learning 
spaces and children’s creativity 
through displayed artworks.



Recognising that young children are natural scientists, 
our three 4 year old classes have participated in a series of 
scientific experiments throughout the term. The children 
explored and developed a variety of science concepts and 
learning dispositions. The children collaborated with different 
classes and were challenged by these engagements. These new 
relational learning situations supported the children to engage 
in sustained shared learning.

The science experiments the children explored were: 

GLORIOUS COLOURS
During this science experiment, children observed how primary 
colours can be added together to create a new colour (secondary 
colour). The children experimented with paint, cellophane and 
torches, and enjoyed finding a dark area where torches were 
turned on, and to the delight of all, glorious colours emerged!

‘We had to put different colours on the torch to make different 
colours. We worked together to make the colours.’ Sophia J

4 
Early Learning Centre

Science in the  
Early Learning Centre
Our 4 year olds connect with their inner scientist  

through a variety of experiments.
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Early Learning Centre

ICE AGE
What happens to ice when salt is added to it? This was the 
question posed to the children as they actively participated in 
this experiment. The children discovered that channels and 
crevices are created when salt is added to ice. Furthermore, 
if coloured dye is added, the ice blocks transformed into a 
spectacular kaleidoscope of colour.

‘When I put the salt on the ice it kind of cracked. I worked with 
Wynter from my old class.’ Eve A

EXPLODING VOLCANOES
This explosive experiment provided children with plenty of 
opportunities to examine how changes occur when substances 
are combined together. Children worked in small groups 
creating their own volcanoes, using materials such as clay or 
sand. Once the volcanoes were created, bicarbonate soda and 
vinegar were added resulting in an enormous eruption!

‘The clay volcano didn’t crumble but the sand one did.’ Billy S

Pat Barbieri 
Head of the Early Learning Centre
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Wardle House

A Wonderland  
of Learning

Not your run-of-the-mill musical. 

Our recent sell-out run of the Year 6 production, ‘Alice 
in Wonderland’, serves as a reminder that the Arts, while 
important to study for their intrinsic value, also promote skills 
seen as important in academic and life success. Throughout the 
process, it was illuminating to hear the girls acknowledge and 
discuss the various facets of putting on a production - the hard 
work, the fun, the challenges and the rewards. 

Embedded in the International Baccalaureate Primary Years 
Programme Unit of Inquiry, ‘How we express ourselves’, the 
Year 6 Production melded Visual Arts and Music with the 
core curriculum to authentically explore how ‘The Arts allow  
students to develop characters, connect with others and 
express their individuality’. Students were actively involved in 
every aspect of the show, with a particular focus on designing 
and creating their own costumes under the watchful gaze 
of enthusiastic parent volunteers. What an amazing way to 
develop and promote community partnerships.

The Year 6 students identified the following dispositions that 
were developed and promoted as they travelled down the rabbit 
hole to join the ‘Wonderland adventure’:

• Confidence 
• Problem solving
• Perseverance
• Receiving constructive feedback 
• Collaboration.

The magic of ‘Wonderland’ continues to inspire us all in 
Wardle House, with tunes whistled and sung by everyone, and 
memories relived. The final reward for the Year 6 students’ 
dedication was the audience’s enthusiastic applause, making all 
their efforts worthwhile – something for our younger students 
to work and aspire to.

Kim Wheeler 
Acting Head of Wardle House
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Wardle House

‘Alice in Wonderland’ has taught me that I have many 
undiscovered characteristics that I now have had a 
chance to explore. I have learned to work in a team 
with people I didn’t know very well, paint props, 
make costumes and much more. This experience has 
been the best of my life and I would do it all over 
again if I had the chance.’ Kendra R

‘I love how we were involved in designing our 
costumes and then putting them together ourselves.’ 
Grace B

‘I remember walking into the audition, my hands 
shaking, thinking about how nervous but excited 
I was for the Production. It is now over, and the 
experience has been fabulous with the singing and 
the dancing. However, the best part has been the 
teamwork and friendships made along the way.’ 
Olivia K

‘Through the ‘Alice in Wonderland’ rehearsals, we 
have had to be caring and cooperate with everyone, 
as well as being respectful towards others.’ Tess U

‘“Would you like some tea?” I played the role of the 
Mad Hatter. I think that I have a connection with my 
character because I can be a bit crazy too! When 
doing a production, you need patience, commitment 
and confidence. I hope you enjoyed my tea party; 

“we’re all a little mad here”.’ Celina W

‘Thank you for such an amazing opportunity; 
memories for life!‘ Charlotte O

‘This is my first ever performance, which makes  
it exhilarating! I played the King of Hearts and he  
is an endearing character who stands up to the 
menacing Queen. He is the complete opposite to 
her, cutting through her wickedness, and gave the 
audience a real laugh. It has been an experience  
I will never forget.‘ Jessica H



On 10 February the redeveloped Jean Robinson Oval was 
officially opened. The weather was perfect and the whole school 
gathered together on the new running track to mark this special 
occasion in Toorak College’s history.

Our school flag was paraded onto the oval by the new Toorak 
College marching band, followed by the House Captains of both 
Senior School and Wardle House, with each girl carrying their 
House flag.

Mrs Gilbert (formerly Robinson, nee MacDonald, Class of 1954) 
who the oval is named after, spoke to us about what life was 
like when she was a student. We learnt that the land which 
now boasts this amazing athletics track and sports field used 
to be called ‘The Wilderness’. Mrs Gilbert told the crowd, ‘It 
was unused land that was out of bounds, however sometimes 
we would sneak down into The Wilderness to build a cubby or 
climb the trees’.

Our Sport Prefect, Jasmine Dennison, reminded us of the 
importance of participating in sport, that it is more than staying 
healthy, it is the opportunity to experience teamwork and 
leadership. Also, that the new athletics track and sports field, 
‘will be the launching pad for many students to make their mark, 
achieve personal goals and to create more great memories at 
this extraordinary school that we are so lucky to be a part of’.

Once the oval was officially opened by our Principal Mrs Kendall 
and the ribbon was cut by Mrs Gilbert and Mr Wickenden, 
Chairman of the Board, it was then time to celebrate. The music 
started and out came TC Bear to join the girls for the very first 
lap of the track.

Mrs Gilbert told of the ‘spirit’ of Toorak College when she was a 
student and how strong it was then, and how she could feel this 
same ‘spirit’ today. This could not have been more evident as 
we watched the girls having so much fun as they ran, skipped 
and danced all together on our new sports field that was once 
nothing more than ‘trees and shrubs’.

Diane Furusho 
Head of Senior School

8 
Senior School 

Jean Robinson  
Oval Opening

Our community came together to celebrate the opening of our  
state-of-the-art athletics track and hockey pitch.
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Senior School 

‘When I look at our sports field now, knowing that we are the 
only school on the Mornington Peninsula to have such an oval, 
and when I consider the opportunities that I imagine it gives to 
us Toorak girls, I feel very lucky and I know I speak on behalf of 
all the girls when I say this.’ Jasmine Dennison, Sport Prefect

‘Seeing this beautiful oval where you can enjoy so many 
different activities at all hours of the day or night is very 
exciting.’ Mrs Jean Gilbert



Virtual Reality (VR) is fast becoming a tool that will  
revolutionise the way that students learn. When students put on 
the Vive headset in the DIGI Zone as part of a class activity, they 
are transported into different worlds. One minute they could 
be walking through the urban areas of New York or ascending 
mountain slopes, exploring oceans, being part of a scene from 
a painting, disassembling a cell, building a structure or even 
creating a virtual piece of art. Students not only have life-like 
experiences, but also get to problem find and solve, design and 
create within this realm.

A recent visit to the DIGI Zone by Unit 3 Product Design 
Technology students allowed them to use VR to immerse 
themselves within different Virtual Reality applications. 
Using Tilt Brush in VR, students transformed their fashion 
visualisations in three-dimensional forms, while decorating 
life-size mannequins using a range of tools including ribbon, 
wire, paintbrush strokes, stars, LED lights, and even fire. Finally, 
they took photos in the virtual space of their mannequin design 
to document the experience.

Unit 1 Business Management students investigated how 
different VR applications and this new technology will impact 
businesses in the future. The students explored a range of 
applications from Google Earth to The Lab. 

As the rate of VR program development accelerates, we eagerly 
await to engage our students in an array of exciting new  
learning opportunities.

Liana Gooch 
Deputy Principal

‘Virtual Reality allowed me to explore a new technology 
first hand. I was able to experience a new and emerging 
technology which provided me with the opportunity to 
experiment with my design in 3D and learn how designers 
create their work today.’ Sarah B

‘The Virtual Reality experience allowed me to try something 
new, and create drawings using technology.’ Chloe HS

‘The Virtual Reality was new and exciting, it was interesting to 
see what our designs would look like in 3D, and to experiment 
with all the different elements of the virtual world technology.’ 
Erin O

10 
Deputy Principal’s Report

The Future is  
Virtually Here

Virtual Reality technology is revolutionising the way our students  
are learning, providing them with authentic life-like experiences.



Year 8A and 8B Future Thinking classes visited farm gate 
venues selling fresh, local, seasonal produce on the Mornington 
Peninsula. The Food and Technology element of the ‘Future 
Thinking’ course requires students to prepare savoury and 
sweet food items that are appropriate for student school 
lunches. Menu items must have a sustainable focus and include 
ingredients that are produced locally. Students will produce 
a cookbook containing all of their recipes as part of their 
assessment task.

The purpose of the excursion was to create an awareness of 
the availability of high quality, local produce that may be 
incorporated into recipe choices. The excursion was full of 
a variety of experiences that included tours and tastings at 
various locations; Pure Peninsula Honey, Hawkes Vegetables, 
Sunny Ridge Strawberry Farm, Mock Red Hill and Main Ridge 
Dairy. The girls thoroughly enjoyed the day, however, a definite 
highlight was our last destination when they got to get up close 
and personal with the goats at Main Ridge Dairy. The farmers 
were very generous with their time, and were very passionate 
about their produce. This gave our girls valuable insight and 
knowledge about the running of a farm, and the importance of 
eating well.

Jill Stinson 
Secondary Teacher 

STUDENT REFLECTION
‘We arrived at Main Ridge Dairy, to be greeted by many 
bleating goats. The fields were inhabited by them, these 
somewhat gentle animals that enjoy eating anything. They 
relished the hay and the grass that they tore from our hands, 
and also enjoyed the odd school dress. Most of the goats 
were of average age; but there were some that stood out. 
There were a few 16 year olds, and we saw some that were 
just one year old. ‘Doofus’ was funny to watch, he was always 
falling over, always behind. Everyone had a ‘favourite’. My 
favourite was ‘Darth’. The smell of manure hung thickly over 
the more subtle scent of fresh hay as we walked away from the 
friendly goats to the well organised milking station and the 
nearby cheese shop. I was sad to leave the goats - they had 
been my favourite part of the excursion.’ Inka S

11 
Future Thinking

Future  
Thinking 

Sustainability, nutrition and quality local produce were  
a focus of the Year 8 Future Thinking excursion.



One of the most important lessons young people must learn is 
that it is okay to make mistakes, learn from these experiences 
and grow. Musical performance provides an opportunity where 
this growth can take place in a safe environment.

Our instrumental and vocal students take risks by putting 
themselves up for performance. Not all performances go to plan, 
and they must learn to think on their feet and push themselves 
to keep going. Over time, this strength and resilience offers the 
reward of personal satisfaction, a sense of achievement and an 
ability to cope with adversity – some very important life lessons! 

Every musician is a risk-taker, and is happier and stronger 
every time they perform. In ensembles the enjoyment of 
collaboration and teamwork is added to the reward. Ensemble 
members are confident and caring, sharing the love of music, 
as well as looking out for each other. Ensemble playing is non-
competitive and enriching, strengthening musical skills. Many 
of our Collegians say that it is the thing they miss most when 
they leave school, which is why our new Collegians Band is 
having such a marvelous time in rehearsals. 

If you are interested in developing your love of music and are 
willing to take a risk, call the Music Office. The rewards are 
worth it.

Jayne Turner 
Director of Music

12 
Music

The Three R’s:  
Risk–Resilience–Reward

Through the challenges of performance, our students  
grow through risk-taking and experience.



In class, we have two sayings that we repeat: ‘Do it now and it 
is done’ and ‘Nothing comes from nothing’. The ideas in these 
proverbs are designed to assist in making that difficult decision 
and taking that first step down whatever path has opened up for 
our students.

Already this year a number of students have been rewarded for 
their bravery, their application and confidence to explore, create 
and produce. Alexandrea W (Year 12) was awarded the best VCE 
artwork in the Mornington Art Show with her digitally enhanced 
exploration into portraiture. Sarah T’s (Year 12) artwork graced 
the cover of the Ilford Photographic magazine. Ruby B (Year 11) 
and Olivia D (Year 7) produced the best student photographic 
works in Australia in their categories as part of the Ilford Schools 
Photographic competition. 

These students have excelled in their respective areas, however, 
it takes courage and dedication to have these breakthroughs. To 
ensure success in the later years of education at Toorak College, 
the students are exposed to a number of artistic challenges and 
opportunities that develop their thinking skills and art practices. 
They are encouraged to grow their knowledge, widen their 
experiences and embrace compassion throughout the learning 
programs in the Arts. It is through the unique, collaborative and 
supportive environment that Toorak College fosters that we see 
our students achieve their potential, exceed expectations and 
find the passions that will carry them through life.

Dailan Hatherley 
Head of Visual Arts and Technology

‘Being selected for Top Designs was definitely a highlight of my 
life. It was so exciting when I received the news and could not 
believe it. To me, being selected means that hard work really 
does pay off. With a lot of hard work and really being focused 
on something that I loved, I was able to create an amazing 
garment. It made me so happy to know that it was going to 
be displayed and others would see it and be inspired to make 
other great things.’ Sophie F (Year 12)

‘I was excited and astonished all at the same time when I heard 
the news. I am looking forward to taking more photos.’ 
Olivia D (Year 7)

‘I can’t imagine going to school without art. Art allows you 
to explore your ideas in different ways and display them. 
Receiving a prize for my work has made me feel excited and 
motivated to keep producing art because you never know who 
may see it.’ Ruby B (Year 11)

‘It was a remarkable experience to have my own work 
recognised. I am so pleased that we have these sort of 
opportunities.’ Alexandrea W (Year 12)

13 
Visual Arts

Embracing Opportunities 
When opportunities present themselves in life,  

it is important that we push our fears and reservations aside  
and take the chance, jump in and rise to the challenge.



Semester 1 has seen House Athletics, Swimming, Diving,  
Cross Country and Music events take place and as usual, the 
level of participation, energy and effort in these events have 
been outstanding.

We started the year with the Swimming and Diving – won by 
Mayfield and Pye respectively. The colour and excitement of 
this day truly makes it a highlight of the calendar and is a great 
showcase for the House spirit that exists at Toorak.

This year House Athletics was held on the new Athletics track at 
Toorak. It was a fantastic day of competition on the new track, 
with the new facility generating a carnival atmosphere that was 
enjoyed by all. The field events included high level competition, 
with a number of new records being set. The day saw Mayfield 
emerge victorious as overall winner, continuing their strong 
start to the year.

House Cross Country was held for the first time at Devilbend 
Reservoir in May. The girls tackled some challenging terrain, 
however, the ability of Toorak girls to rise to the occasion was 
outstanding as always. Following the race, the girls enjoyed a 
well earned picnic lunch and Mayfield celebrated the win.

The House Captains have put in an outstanding effort in 
Semester 1, devoting their time and energy and demonstrating 
the strong leadership skills demanded of them. The girls have 
shown themselves to be worthy of the challenge. 

There are still a number of House events to come, such as House 
Volleyball, Soccer, Drama and Variety, and Debating and I am 
sure the girls are looking forward to the ongoing excitement of 
being involved in House events at Toorak.

Mr Drew Gardener 
Head of Houses
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House Spirit

House Spirit
Strong team performances see new  

records set at House events.
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House Spirit



Aerobics and Dance
This year Toorak College has entered nine Aerobics teams 
and two Dance competition teams showing a dramatic 
increase in popularity. A highlight was the Aerobics and 
Dance Presentation Evening in April, where energetic teams 
performed to the Toorak community in preparation for the 
competition events.

Equestrian
The Equestrian Team began the year with a fantastic clinic series 
conducted by Olympian Heath Ryan. At the parent information 
evening, our team was inspired by guest speaker Paralympian 
Emma Booth. A team of 22 Toorak riders competed at 
Equestrian Victoria Championships over the Term 1 holidays, 
securing the State Championship for Toorak College.

Girlsail
Toorak College, together with Davey’s Bay Yacht Club, hosted 
the annual Girlsail in March, with girls from schools all over 
Victoria coming together to compete and enjoy their sailing. It 
was an honour to have inspirational Olympic Silver Medalist, 
Lisa Darmanin spend the day with us.

Golf
Lauren B (Year 9) finished runner up in the GSV Golf 
Competition at the Metropolitan Golf Course in February. 
Lauren was competing in the competition for golfers with a 
handicap score. Jamie B (Year 12) finished runner up in the 
competition for golfers without a handicap score.

Indoor Cricket
The Intermediate Indoor Cricket team competed in the 
Girls Sport Victoria Term 1 competition. The team had some 
spectacular moments and at the end of the season, finished on 
top of the ladder and qualified for the finals competition where 
they worked well together to achieve the runner up position.

Rowing
Congratulations to all Rowing teams who competed at the 2017 
Head of the Schoolgirls Regatta in Geelong. The Toorak College 
girls were fantastic in their sportsmanship and endeavour in 
very hot conditions, with several crews making the A finals.

Sailing
Congratulations to the Toorak College Sailing Team who 
competed at the 2017 School Team Sailing Victorian 
Championships. The team won the GSV competition and came 
7th in the state overall.

Surfing
This was the first year the surfing training program was opened 
to beginner and intermediate level surfers and we had over 40 
students participate, training together under the instruction of 
East Coast Surf School instructors to improve their skills and 
make valuable connections within the sport.

Swimming
Congratulations to Cordelia S (Year 9) who won an individual 
bronze medal in the GSV Swimming Finals Evening.

Tennis
The Junior Tennis team had their first experience of the GSV 
Finals competition. The A Team won some very tight matches 
through the Home and Away season and qualified to play at 
Melbourne Park in the finals round.

16 
Sporting Achievements

Sporting  
Achievements
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Sporting Achievements

The weekly sports program provides many memorable 
moments – the bus journeys; moments that remind us to laugh 
at ourselves; moments where we are able to relax and enjoy 
the competition and moments where the whole team needs 
to compete way beyond their expectations. Those times are 
what we love about being part of Toorak Sport. Sometimes 
the teams experience success in every game and are invited to  
contest finals.

Netball and Basketball are two of the most popular sports at 
Toorak College. Our teams have had a long history of success 
and we readily celebrate the achievements of many students 
playing as part of the community team.

In Term 4, our Junior Basketball teams were playing amongst 
125 other teams in the Girls Sport Victoria Competition. 33 
teams played home and away games for the right to progress to 
the final series. The drama of sport often plays out where one 
goal can be the difference between a team finishing on top of the 
ladder and finishing in second place. In the Finals Competition, 
all teams have qualified to be there and every game requires 
total commitment to the contest.

Our Junior A and Junior B Basketball teams both qualified for 
the 2016 finals series. This was the 5th time in five years that 
Junior teams have progressed into the final rounds. Very tight 
games against Strathcona and Loreto in the semi finals saw 
the team earn the right to compete in the Grand Final. Toorak 
teams finished in the runner-up position in the semi finals but 
the Junior A Basketball team worked hard to end up as the 2016 
Grand Final winners. The team was coached by Mrs Gardener 
and team members included Ashlee B, Chloe D, Charli D, 
Juliette R, Niamh D, Lucy P, Lucy F and Zoe S. Congratulations 
to the very deserving winners.

Kirsten Thomson 
Director of Sport

2016 Grand Final Winners
Our Junior Basketball teams all performed exceptionally  

well throughout the Girls Sport Victoria competition,  
with Junior A team taking out the Grand Final.



2017 is the year of the Fire Rooster on the Chinese lunar calendar. 
The Rooster signifies hard work and for those that do work hard, 
they shall prosper. The hard work began in the boarding house 
at the end of 2016. The day before our girls arrived back to their 
home away from home, it was completed. New bathrooms for 
our junior girls and most importantly a new common room for 
everyone to enjoy. These renovated, bright and friendly spaces 
gives us a place to hang out with friends or to snuggle into an 
egg chair and read or play games. 

We welcomed many new students to our boarding family 
this year from all over Australia and the world. It has been 
exciting getting to know each other and navigate life in the 
boarding house. 

Caralyn Dea 
Director of International Education and Boarding

18 
Joan Ansett Hall

Joan Ansett  
Hall

The new year has seen some new faces in the boarding house,  
along with some new spaces to enjoy.

NATIONAL BOARDING WEEK:  
14-20 MAY 2017
Toorak College was involved in National Boarding Week this 
year for the first time. I feel really lucky to be part of this event 
with the other boarders, because this is a new opportunity 
for us and it is for such a good cause. We were so excited to 
participate in the 1km walk. All boarders in Australia walked 
1km each, which means that combined we will have walked the 
entire coastline of Australia! We also each donated a gold coin 
to Beanies for Brain Cancer to help find a cure! 

Teresa (Yanting) Shen 
Head of Joan Ansett Hall (2017)



KYLIE NEALON – HEAD OF ENGLISH
Kylie has recently joined Toorak College as the new Head of English, and has found the staff, 
students and parents to be wonderfully engaged and supportive. Coming from Alphington Grammar 
School, a co-educational private school in Melbourne’s Inner Eastern suburbs, she has delighted 
in the experience of teaching the Toorak students so far. With experience teaching overseas, as 
well as in Melbourne for the last ten years, Kylie believes that she has joined a strong and creative 
department and looks forward to working with the English teachers and school community to 
continue to extend their creativity into new and exciting areas. 

MATTHEW ARNOTT – HEAD OF SCIENCE
Matthew has relished the challenges associated with moving interstate after eight years living in 
Sydney, working at a predominantly boys school and now taking on a new role as Head of Science 
in an all girls Senior School. He has been impressed by the dedication shown by both staff and 
students towards the goals of learning and developing a love of learning. Matthew also notes how 
both the students and staff have been so friendly and welcoming. Matthew is very excited to bring 
with him a passion for STEM that will help to inspire future generations of Toorak students.

STUART BUSH – ICT CLASSROOM TEACHER
Stuart is a trained educator with over 15 years experience in schools and tertiary institutions, some 
of which include Wesley College, Holmesglen TAFE, Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority 
and RMIT University. Stuart has spent his years teaching Digital Media as well as delivering 
mobile device training, Interactive Whiteboard (IWB) Workshops and specialized iPad APP 
Support for classroom collaboration and content creation in schools. He is a past Chief Examiner 
for VETIDM and enjoys working with schools in the area of robotics, coding, game making and 
3D design and producing. Stuart has so far enjoyed working with Year 5 and 6 students on Lego 
robotics as part of the CRE8 program, supporting and coaching students in Year 2 building Rube 
Goldberg machines using simple machines and designing 3-dimensional atoms and exploring 
Virtual Reality environments with Year 8 students and teachers.

19 
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New Appointments
 We strive to attract the very best staff who can  

promote a culture of academic excellence at Toorak College.  
We are excited to announce some new appointments to our teaching staff.



After visiting Mrs Kendall in her office and finding out 
all about life as the Principal, our Prep students enjoyed 
some lovely cold icy poles in the Cloisters.

It was lovely to welcome back our Colours recipients 
from the Class of 2016 for the Colours Assembly  
in February.

The sun was shining once again for the  
Wardle House Beach Picnic, where students  
enjoyed many beach activities.

During the Christmas break, three of our Senior School 
students, Baylie M, Amelia W and Caitlin E (Year 12) 
attended Hikarigaoka School in Japan. The girls had 
many wonderful experiences and were a credit to 
Toorak College during their stay.

Blue House took out the trophy for the Wardle House 
House Swimming day.

Our Senior School gathered for Toorak College’s 
inaugural Spelling Bee in May, where the top spellers  
of Year 7 and 8 competed for the title of ‘Queen Bee’.

Wardle House students explore the provocation,  
‘Who we are’.
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Special  
Achievements

Congratulations to the Toorak College Sailing Team 
who competed at the School Team Sailing Victorian 
Championships 2017 in March. The team was first in the 
all Girl’s School competition and came 7th in the state 
overall. 

A big congratulations to Emily HS (Year 9) who has 
captained the Victorian U15 team to their first ever 
national trophy. The Australian Women’s Championship 
took place in Sydney. 

Well done to Holly G (Year 9) and Eloise J (Year 7) for 
competing in the National Athletics Championships. 
Eloise competed in the Javelin and Holly in the Long 
Jump and took out a Gold Medal Jump of 1.66m in the 
High Jump. 

Sophie J (Year 12) competed at the Victorian State 
Sailing Championships over the holidays and placed 
1st in the 420 class. Congratulations Sophie on this 
outstanding achievement.

Congratulations to our 2017 Visual Arts Prefect, Sophie 
F, who has been selected to represent Toorak College 
at the Season of Excellence, VCE, Top Designs show. 
Her wonderful garment was made during her Product 
Design and Technology class last year and will be on 
display at Melbourne Museum between the 18 March 
and 16 July.

5
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It gives us great pleasure to announce that Sophie P (TC 
‘16) has been selected as a finalist in the 2016/17 Top 
Shots exhibition. Top Shots is run through the Monash 
Gallery of Art, who select the most outstanding VCE 
photographic works and presents them at the gallery. 

Congratulations to Emma N (Year 11) who represented 
Victoria in the metro U18 Basketball nationals. 

Congratulations to Brianna B (TC ‘16), who received  
her Premier’s Award for Biology, for being in the top  
five students in the subject. Brianna received a score  
of 50 for Biology. 

Congratulations to Year 5 student Amelie S whose 
artwork was selected for the front cover of Zart Extra 
Journal. What an outstanding accolade! During Term 
2, the work of 25 Wardle House students is being 
exhibited at the Zart Student Gallery in Box Hill.

8

6



What an amazing start to 2017 with the opening of the Jean 
Robinson Oval; our state-of-the-art oval is now being used by 
our students, who are fine-tuning their track and field skills! 
We celebrated Chinese New Year in the Cloisters at the Lantern 
Festival where our School community came together and 
enjoyed the many rides and activities on offer. Once again a 
mesmerising fireworks display dazzled us as the evening came 
to an end.

Our School community continues to grow, with 180 new 
families beginning their journey at Toorak College and many 
becoming actively involved with our P&F Association. I have 
been a part of the P&F Association for 15 years, the past four 
years in the role of President. During this time I have met and 
worked alongside so many incredible parents who have given 
their time and expertise to many of our School initiatives and I 
feel extremely fortunate to have made many amazing memories 
and family friends along the way. It has always been my belief 
that engaging the parents and friends from our School is so 
very important to building a strong community who not only 
support our School, but each other. I would like to encourage 
you all to become involved in our School community; there are 
so many ways you can contribute. I have now stepped down 
from President of the P&F and would like to extend a warm 
welcome to our incoming committee and wish them every 
success in continuing to support our School and its families.

Tanya Wilson  
Former President
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This year we have welcomed a new committee for our  

Parents and Friends Association and we thank our outgoing  
committee for their achievements and their dedication.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
I am pleased to report that we have had a very positive 
response to our first TrakChat Online eNewsletter. Many 
people responded by updating their contact details which 
improves our database and allows us to communicate more 
effectively with our Alumni. Collegians also let us know what 
they were doing, which we will share in future issues, so that 
Collegians may stay up to date on their peer’s endeavours.  
If you did not receive a copy of TrakChat Online, please email 
collegians@toorakc.vic.edu.au with your updated email 
address details.

We also had an excellent response to our first Collegians Grant 
Program. There were five quality applicants and after great 
deliberation by the Collegians Committee, two projects received 
grants of $500. Please see the following page for more detail.

We had two important functions during May. Our large reunion 
for 10, 20, 30 and 40 year leavers was held at Mary Herring 
Hall on 20 May, and with a new fun format, it was a great event. 
Collegians who attended, reconnected with their peers, toured 
the School and had the opportunity to understand how it has 
changed over the years. Next, the AGM was held at the School 
on 28 May.

The new School website has recently been launched and 
features a microsite for Collegians. I encourage everyone to visit 
www.toorakcollege.edu.au/collegians to view Collegians news 
and different ways you can get involved in the community. One 
new initiative in particular we are working on, is a mentoring 
program. You can register your interest online via the new 
website. Whether you’re a Collegian looking for a mentor in 
your industry or would like to provide advice to younger alumni, 
this initiative promises to be very rewarding.

Carolyn Such (nee Wiltshire, TC ‘69) 
Toorak Collegians President

TOORAK COLLEGIANS ARE NOW  
ON LINKED IN! 
Please visit www.linkedin.com/groups/13500914 to join or 
simply search for ‘Toorak Collegians’. While you are logged in, 
be sure to list Toorak College in your educational field so that 
we can easily identify you.
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TOORAK COLLEGIANS – UPDATE 
YOUR DETAILS!
The Toorak Collegians will be rolling out new and 
exciting initiatives in 2017 focusing on community, 
careers, archives and communications. To find out 
how you can get involved and stay connected, it’s 
imperative we have your correct contact details.

Please email collegians@toorakc.vic.edu.au or call  
(03) 9788 7208 if your contact details require 
updating.

In the meantime, you can stay up to date on all  
Toorak Collegians news via our social media pages:

/toorakcollegians

/toorakcollegians

/groups/13500914



27 
TRAK Chat

TOORAK COLLEGIANS GRANTS PROGRAM
The recently introduced Toorak Collegians Grants Program, 
offers support to past students of the School undertaking  
projects in the field of Arts, Sports, Science, Community 
or Charity. The initiative aims to encourage and foster 
entrepreneurship, innovation and creative endeavour. This 
support can be in the form of a financial contribution toward 
the project which can be up to $1,000 and also other forms of 
assistance utilising the Collegians vast network of knowledge, 
experience and contacts.

In the recent February round, the Committee received several 
very worthy applications from Collegians doing inspiring things 
in the Community. A financial contribution of $500 each was 
awarded to two successful applicants:

• Felicity Fox (TC ‘07) has developed Pivot, a social justice 
program run by young people for young people. Through 
highly trained law students, Pivot provides interactive legal 
education and legal rights sessions to at risk and homeless 
youths. The aim is to provide early intervention to juveniles, 
to educate and assist them with strategies and skills to reduce 
involvement in crime and also improve their educational 
performance and workforce participation.

• Annabel Watson (TC ‘11) is involved in providing an after-
school soccer program for girls aged 5 to 13 years. Weekly 
sessions teach fundamental skills of the game and provide 
education on better health and nutrition to enhance the 
wellbeing of young, disadvantaged girls within community 
housing estates. Funds are required for soccer equipment and 
to provide fresh fruit and water to all participants. In addition 
to being awarded a financial contribution toward funding the 
program, the Collegians network also put Annabel in touch 
with The Unite Project who have offered to supply the water 
required at no cost.

For further information on the Toorak Collegians Grants 
Program, please contact Penny Bowman, Toorak College 
Alumni Relations and Development Manager on 9788 7208 or 
pennyb@toorakc.vic.edu.au.
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COLLEGIANS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Kirsty Burn (TC ’98)

Kirsty Burn (TC ’98) remembers her time at Toorak College 
fondly, throwing herself into as many different aspects of 
school life as possible. Performing Arts was one of her favourite 
activities, starting from when she performed in the School choir 
in Year 7 for the musical Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat. From there, Kirsty continued to sing at every 
opportunity including ‘Tuckshop Lady Bev’s’ retirement and on 
a Japanese singing show whilst on exchange in Year 10. Kirsty 
is still singing to this day alongside fellow Collegian Tessa 
Hildebrand-Burke (’97) in vocal group ‘Ladychoir’, who play 
gigs in and around Melbourne regularly.

Above: Collegians Kirsty Burn and Tessa Hildebrand-Burke in 
their band ‘Ladychoir’.

Upon graduation from Toorak College, Kirsty completed 
a Bachelor of Biomedical Science at Melbourne University, 
alongside a Diploma in Modern Languages (Japanese). With 
her interest in STEM growing, Kirsty was accepted into Medical 
School at Melbourne University and graduated in 2007. Since 
then, Kirsty has been completing the Psychiatry training 
program with her main interests being psychotherapy and 
perinatal psychiatry. 

Kirsty’s love of STEM can be traced back to Science classes at 
Toorak College where Mr Brown was her teacher. In addition to 
his excellent teaching, Mr Brown made learning fun, with Kirsty 
recalling how he made her class a cake on their last day, in the 
shape of a water molecule, with all the electrons mapped out in 
smarties. Kirsty also accredits Mrs Cheatley, Mr Wynne and the 
late Mrs McKay for her love of Humanities and for providing 
support to her right throughout school and beyond.

Kirsty Monroe (nee Moffat TC ’96)  
and Lizzie Serfas (nee Moffat TC ’99)

Collegian sisters Kirsty Monroe (nee Moffat TC ’96) and Lizzie 
Serfas (nee Moffat TC ’99) made headlines recently when they 
were featured in The Leader magazine speaking about their 
Premmie Milestone Cards, designed for parents to celebrate the 
milestones of their premature baby.

The cards were inspired by Kirsty’s own experiences of having 
two premature births of her own and recognising the different 
set of milestones and developments in the early weeks.

Kirsty notes, ‘I realised there was a need to help parents of 
premmies feel normal and have an opportunity to celebrate their 
babies during a period of time that can often be very stressful.’

Each card has a milestone unique to a premature baby’s special 
journey; ‘My first bath’, ‘My first sleep in an open cot’, ‘Home 
time’. The back of each card includes space to write the date, 
age, weight and gestation of the baby when they reached  
the milestone.

Kirsty and Lizzie consulted with over 100 parents of premature 
babies to identify the 36 most significant milestones in the 
journey of their children. The cards have been designed 
specifically for NICU and Special Care nurseries with soft, 
pastel colours and beautiful watercolour features.

$1 from every pack sold will go towards the Life’s Little Treasures 
Foundation, a charity dedicated to families of premature babies.

(Photo credit: Valeriu Campan)
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Stephanie Byrne (TC ‘10)

Congratulations to Collegian Stephanie Byrne (TC ‘10) on 
being awarded the title of 2017 Young Citizen of the Year for 
the Mornington Peninsula on Australia Day. Steph is the 
Fundraising and Resource Manager for Fusion Mornington 
Peninsula. 

Fusion is a national youth and community organisation which 
emerged as a creative response to socially-at-risk young people 
in Australia in 1960. 

Steph has been passionate about supporting those less 
fortunate citizens in our community and now lives alongside 
young people in Fusion’s supported accommodation service on 
the Mornington Peninsula. 

Congratulations Steph. An inspiring and deserving recipient of 
this community award.

WILDERNESS SHIELD 2017
The weather was absolutely perfect for the 2017 Wilderness 
Shield Sports Competition between the Collegians and the 
current Year 12s. This year, there was the added excitement 
of the opening of the Jean Robinson sports facility the 
same afternoon. 

In the lead up to this year’s event, the 5th Wilderness Shield, 
the tally was Collegians – 3 to Year 12s – 1. Despite our efforts 
to continue the winning trend, the Year 12s competed superbly. 
While the Collegians won the tennis and volleyball, the students 
were unbeatable in the pool and on the netball and badminton 
courts. The Year 12s then sealed victory with their prowess 
on the cloisters’ bocce green – a truly nail biting finish to the 
evening’s competition. 

Each year Collegians and students share an enjoyable al fresco 
meal at the School’s Pavilion Café before the awarding of the 
Shield. It was wonderful to have so many brand new Collegians 
(Class of 2016) competing with us and we look forward to having 
many of the Class of 2017 on our side next year.



DEVELOPMENT OFFICE SNAPSHOT
The School’s Development Office has a key role in building 
relationships within the Toorak College community and 
raising philanthropic funds to enable high quality facilities 
and scholarship opportunities for students. Did you know 
that school fees and government grants cover only the 
essential running costs of the School including teacher salaries, 
classroom materials and recurring operating expenses? As with 
other leading schools, giving is essential in ensuring the future 
of Toorak College.

WELCOME TO PENNY BOWMAN
In late 2016, we welcomed our new Alumni Relations and 
Development Manager, Penny Bowman to the School. Penny is 
a Toorak Collegian (née Bourke 2000), and is very passionate 
about, and dedicated to the School. Penny’s work focuses on 
providing membership services to our Toorak Collegians 
through a range of events and initiatives as well supporting 
the philanthropic interests of the School. If you wish to contact 
Penny to chat about your involvement, please feel free to 
contact her via:

Phone: 03 9788 7208 Email: pennyb@toorakc.vic.edu.au

ANNUAL GIVING 2017 
Each year, Toorak College reaches out to our community via a 
mail-out to seek gifts in support of students – it is a practical 
and meaningful way to show you care for Toorak, our students 
and their future. Annual Giving is the underlying strength of all 
philanthropy and provides an opportunity for you to support 
current and future generations of students. Whether as current 
parents, past or future parents, grandparents, Collegians, staff 
members or friends, collectively we can make a difference. It’s 
not the size of the gift but our involvement and participation 
that really matters. 

Why contribute to Annual Giving? 
Members of our community express different reasons for 
making a contribution to Toorak College. Collegians often feel 
a contribution is a way to give back to the School in gratitude 
for their time and to provide opportunities for future alumni. 
Current parents often donate as they know their daughter will 
immediately benefit from their contribution and past parents 
often give in appreciation for the education and opportunities 
their daughter received whilst at Toorak College. Together, let’s 
continue the proud Toorak College tradition of one generation 
looking after the next and support the students of tomorrow. 
Visit www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au/community/giving.
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Sports Ground 
Our new state-of-the-
art Jean Robinson Oval 
features a synthetic running 
track and hockey field.

Mary Herring Hall 
Essential restoration work 
to the windows and roof of 
our Hall was completed.

Chapel Renewal 
Refurbishments to the 
chapel and restoration of 
the iconic Ben Shearer wall 
hanging gave new life to the 
spiritual heart of our School. 

Bell Tower and Clock
Restoration to the  
Bell Tower and Clock 
ensured the future  
of these School icons.

Scholarships
Community generosity 
saw the establishment of 
the Margaret Wallace Reid 
Scholarship for boarding 
and the Kathleen Rumph 
Scholarship.

2017 2016 2015 2014 2000s

Together we have achieved… 



The Toorak College Archives recently received two interesting 
gifts. Firstly a watercolor by Beverley Gyngell (Marshall TC ‘26) 
a very accomplished painter. 

Secondly, Mrs Gwenda Ross, a teacher at the School in the 
1960’s and 1970’s, has bequeathed to us the inkwell (pictured 
above) given to Dame Mary Herring by her parents on her 
first day at school. This had been given by Dame Mary to Miss 
Cerutty who later handed it into the safekeeping of Mrs Ross.

To children today, brought up in a world of ball pens and 
keyboards, this blue china inkwell with its separate lid fitting 
into a cup-like shape, sitting on a blue china saucer is most 
interesting and unusual. To our Archive collection it is unique 
and a valuable addition.

June Lambert 
Toorak College Archives

FOUNDERS DAY AT TOORAK COLLEGE
To celebrate Toorak College Founders Day, the Archives team 
put together two activity books for the Wardle House students 
which focused on the history of the School, specifically Wardle 
House.
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2017 PARENT INFORMATION SERIES
The Resilience Project, Hugh Van Cuylenburg 
Event date: Wednesday 2 August, 7:00pm 
Venue: Mary Herring Hall, Toorak College

Hugh Van Cuylenburg is the founder of The Resilience 
Project, a program helping young Australians to be mentally 
healthy. Hugh has worked in education for over 13 years, 
starting out as a primary school teacher, he then moved into 
a position working in a secondary setting with disengaged 
adolescents. The highlight of his teaching career was the year 
he spent in the far north of India volunteering and living at an 
underprivileged school in the Himalayas. 

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
Event date: Friday 4 September, 7:00am 
Venue: Mary Herring Hall, Toorak College

P&F SOCIAL EVENING
Event date: Term 3 – Details to be confirmed

WARDLE HOUSE DIAMOND JUBILEE
Event date: Friday 15 September 
Venue: Wardle House, Toorak College

To celebrate the 60 Year Anniversary of Wardle House a 
special assembly will be held in the morning, followed by 
a celebration event in the evening that will include an art 
exhibition, archive display, centre stage performances and 
roving performers plus family fun activities. 

MUSIC, DRAMA & ARTS SEASON OF  
EXCELLENCE EVENING
Event date: Tuesday 19 September 
Venue: Music Centre & Marjorie Williams Centre,  
Toorak College

SPEECH NIGHT
Event date: Wednesday 11 October 
Venue: Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University

OAKS DAY LUNCHEON
Event date: Thursday 9 November 
Venue: The Royal Hotel, Mornington

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Event date: Friday 1 December 
Venue: Cloisters, Toorak College

CLASS OF 2016 COLLEGIAN REUNION*
Event date: Friday 8 December 
Venue: Cloisters, Toorak College

*Collegian specific event
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We extend a warm welcome to all members of the Toorak College  
community to attend these special events.



The Aerobics teams were training hard in April. 

There were many activities and fun 
to be had at the ELC Prep Family 
Fun Day.

Our parent community organised a selection of gifts for the Wardle House  
Mother’s Day stall.

We loved seeing these gorgeous 
daisy braids in the hair of one of  
our students.

Girls learned bush survival skills and some environmental awareness education during 
their Duke of Edinburgh weekend hike.
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