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The Boarding Experience - English

Our vision
Achieving excellence, inspiring futures lives.

Our mission
At Toorak College we lead excellence in education 
by providing innovative learning opportunities for 
individuals to strive to achieve their ambitions in a 
connected, welcoming environment.

Our values
Learning, courage, integrity, excellence and leadership 
through service.

Our facilities
Toorak College covers 11.5 hectares with outstanding 
facilities, beautiful gardens and breathtaking views of 
Port Phillip Bay. Toorak College is firmly committed to 
ongoing improvement of all facilities for our boarding 
and day students from 3 year old learning through 
toYear 12.



Strategic Plan 

Toorak College’s Strategic Plan has recently been refreshed to provide a solid strategy for our School’s development. Our 
school has a clear focus on three domains: Our School, Our Teaching and Our Students.



Where futures 
begin 

Boarding is an important stage in your 
school career, and in preparing you for a 
life at university.  Boarding can provide 
an excellent transition from home to 
independence and maturity.

We welcome you to Toorak College and look forward to establishing a long association and friendship with you and your 
family.

Boarding is an important part of your daughter’s school life, and in preparing her for university.  Boarding can provide an 
excellent transition from home to independence and maturity.

Toorak College offers a focused and safe learning environment that is essential in today’s competitive world. Toorak 
College’s 28.5 acre campus is located on the picturesque Mornington Peninsula, just 40kms from Melbourne and offers a 
world standard education to support your daughter’s intellectual, personal, emotional and social development needs
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Joan Ansett Hall

Joan Ansett Hall, our Boarding House, offers your 
daughter a safe, friendly environment in which to thrive 
during her schooling at Toorak College. 

Our boarding students are offered many activities to 
participate in throughout the year, including cultural, 
sporting and recreational events. 

All of your daughter’s interests are catered for including 
her music rehearsals and sport training. Our dedicated 
staff will ensure that your daughter gets to and from each 
of her scheduled sessions each day. There is even time built 
into your daughter’s afternoon schedule to practice her 
instruments or to train for her sports on the days that she 
is not competing or practicing with her team/ensemble. 

Who is the Head of Boarding?
Ms Caralyn Dea is the Director of International Education 
and Boarding at Toorak College. Caralyn is an extremely 
passionate educator with a particular interest in  
international girls’ education within Australia. 

She has lived and worked in many places around the world 
including the United States of America, England, China 
and Australia. These experiences have led her to Toorak 
College where she cares for and leads our international and 
boarding students. 

Caralyn has a Degree in Education and in Nutrition, and a 
background in Sport. She believes the health and wellbeing 
of the girls’ is paramount. Caralyn will encourage your 
daughter to be active in all areas of the school, so that she 
will benefit from the full Toorak College experience. 
 

Who are our Boarding House staff?
The Director of International Education and Boarding,  
Ms Caralyn Dea, ensures the smooth running of the 
Boarding House. She is supported by fully trained staff and 
at times international Gap students.

Our boarders are cared for by the Boarding House staff 
who stay onsite overnight, as well as having access to a 
Health and Wellbeing Centre just a few steps away. Our 
trained nurses take care of any medical needs and quality 
local doctors and hospitals are only a few minutes away 
from the campus should the need arise.

The Boarding Experience aims to foster:

• Sound routines especially surrounding academic  
 excellence that incorporates extra curricular   
 activities;

• The development of independence, self-   
 determination, discipline and responsibility;

• The enhancement of social skills and the   
 understanding of tolerance and respect through   
 communal living;

• Your daughters individual spirit and unique self.

Boarding at Toorak College allows your daughter to mature 
and become an independent young woman who is ready for 
life at university. 

She will develop self-discipline towards her studies as well 
as strong organisational skills that will make the transition 
from school to university seamless.

• Dedicated staff members to look 
after your daughter’s academic, 
social, emotional and recreational 
needs

• On campus Intensive English 
Language Centre

• Quality meals prepared by a 
trained chef, catering for all dietary 
requirements

• Access to facilities, 7 days a week
• Supervised study (prep) time 
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Where girls  
excel

What are the advantages of boarding in Australia?
Australia is at the forefront of innovative student-centred 
boarding. In a rapidly changing, globalised world, Australia 
leads the way in shaping the lives of boarding students, 
helping them develop into well-rounded, forward thinking 
and compassionate individuals. 

Boarding in Australia provides a structured academic 
environment and an empahsis on a healthy balanced 
lifestyle for your daughter to thrive. It is a community-
focused environment that will encourage her to grow and 
live with girls from different cultures, backgrounds and 
experiences.  

Where is Toorak College located?
Toorak College is only a 50 minute drive from the centre of 
Melbourne in the leafy beachside town of Mount Eliza. 

Your daughter can easily and safely walk from the Toorak 
College campus to the Mount Eliza village which has banks, 
grocery stores and a number of restaurants, cafes and 
clothing boutiques.

Mount Eliza is the gateway to the picturesque and world 
famous Mornington Peninsula which is home to many 
wineries, beaches and extraordinary restaurants. 

PORT PHILLIP BAY

Melbourne Airport

Melbourne City

1 hour train ride

Frankston

Toorak College
Mount Eliza

N

 

 
What is on offer on the Mornington Peninsula?
The Mornington Peninsula has been named by the 
National Geographic’s esteemed ‘Best of the World’s’ list as 
a must see place to visit because of its beauty and diverse 
range of activities. 

It is located just one hour from the city of Melbourne, 
which has held the ‘world’s most liveable city’ title for the 
past 7 years. 

The Peninsula boasts some of the most beautiful beaches 
in the world, as well as wineries, innovative sustainable 
agriculture and adventure activities. Being only one hour 
from Melbourne, the galleries, museums and special events 
are still easily accessible for your daughter to enjoy. 

In this idyllic location, Toorak College provides the perfect 
environment for your daughter to excel.  

• Innovative student-centred boarding 
where girls excel

• A structured academic environment 
with an empahsis on a healthy 
balanced lifestyle

• Located in Mount Eliza on the 
picturesque Mornington Peninsula 

• Only one hour from Melbourne, the 
‘world’s most liveable city’ 
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Boarding life Our aim is to develop students who are 
capable and resilient, sociable, courteous 
and active participants in the school 
community.

What pastoral support is provided in the Boarding 
House?
Our Boarding House staff provide the girls with strong 
support. They know each of the students well and form 
respectful and open relationships with each girl and their 
parents. 

Communication between Parents/Guardians, School 
and the Boarding House is essential for your daughter’s 
happiness and success. 

What are Toorak College boarders like?
Our aim is to develop students who aim high, are capable 
and resilient, sociable, courteous and active participants in 
the school community. A variety of personalities is one of 
the great strengths of the boarding experience.  

Are boarders integrated into the school as well as day 
students? 

Our boarders quickly integrate with the day students 
throughout the school in all classes, co-curricular activities, 
social occasions, assemblies and socialising in the common 
rooms together.  

How many students share a bedroom?
Students in Years 7 to 10 share a bedroom with one other 
student. This allows them to learn to live cooperatively with 
others and to foster friendships. Once the students know  
each other they can nominate who they would like to  
share with and can swap room mates after each term.  

Year 11 and 12 students have their own room and live in a  
specially designed wing that accomodates a more 
structured academic schedule.  

Can girls invite their friends to the Boarding House?
Yes, the Boarding House at Toorak College is like one huge 
family home! We enjoy having visitors and encourage all of 
our girls to bring friends back after school or on weekends 
to play games, study, use the gym, cook or to just hang out. 

Many of our current students invite their friends to have 
afternoon tea with us regularly and they have become part 
of our dynamic, happy family.

How do the boarders stay healthy?
Joan Ansett Hall is located near the gymnasium which 
includes a fully equipped circuit room. The tennis and 
badminton courts  and the swimming and diving pools are 
also nearby. 

The welfare of our boarders is paramount so at Toorak 
College we have a team dedicated to our boarder’s needs. 
The on-site Health Centre is staffed by qualified nurses 
and is open during the school day for advice, support and 
treatment. 

Nutrition and food is important. Our boarders eat together 
for breakfast and dinner and with the whole school 
community at lunch at the Pavilion Cafe. This allows us to 
offer a greater variety of menu choices. 

Special diets can be arranged if needed. Additionally, the 
Boarding House is stocked with essential items, such as 
bread, milk, cereal and fruit. Boarders are allowed to cook 
in the house kitchen after school and at weekends, and 
many prove themselves to be very enthusiastic bakers
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What is a typical school day? (Years 7 to 9)

07:00 Continental breakfast available in Dining 
Room (fruit, cereal, yoghurt, toast)

07:30
Staff wake all students.  Hot breakfast 
served (varies daily - congee, bacon and 
eggs, croissants, waffles)

08:45 Students depart Boarding House for school

09:00 - 15:00 Boarding House closed

08:45 - 15:30 School timetable

15:30
Students return from school.  Afternoon tea 
available in Common Room.  Free time and 
extra-curricular activities

16:00 - 16:50 Sport training / Music practice (No phones)

17:00 - 18:00 Supervised homework (No phones)

18:00 - 18:45 Dinner

18:45 - 19:15 Unsupervised homework

19:15 - 20:45 Free time  (take a shower, call home)

21:00 Hand in electronics. In room, quiet time

21:30 Lights out

NB:  Years 10 to 12 have a different timetable to   
 accommodate a more rigorous study schedule.

Are students required to have a guardian?
Toorak College requires all international students, 
irrespective of age, to have a guardian for the duration 
of their enrolment. Toorak College covers annual 
guardianship costs with ISA National Guardian and 
Welfare Services (approximately $2,500 a year). Please 
indicate your preferred guardian option on the Application 
for Enrolment form. 

What happens on weekends?
Students are entitled to request leave which is approved by 
the Head of Boarding and Guardians/Parents. A number of 
requirements need to be met before leave is approved, such 
as homework completed on time. Students are required to 
be in groups with other students (dependent on their year 
level) and adhere to the set return times. Student safety is 
always our number one priority.

Boarding students and staff organise activities with the 
students most weekends throughout term. Some activities 
are compulsory for Years 7 to 9 to ensure the girls are 
getting the most out of their weekends away from home, 
occasionally an activity will be compulsory for everyone in 
the Boarding House. 

All other activities are free for students to sign up to, and 
we encourage the girls to try or experience something new. 
Activities may include; Photography Challenges, Bushwalks 
(hiking), Fun Runs, Peninsula Hot Springs and City trips. 
Students also have access to the school gym on weekends. 



Learning and 
study

Each student is assigned a tutor, someone 
who can keep an eye on progress, help 
them make good subject choices, manage 
workloads, seek help or even just be a 
listening ear. 

What are the benefits of an Intensive English 
Language Centre?
Toorak College is one of only a few schools to have its own 
Intensive English Language Centre (IELC) on campus. This 
provides a smooth transition for our international students 
requiring English as an Additional Language (EAL). 

A combination of the latest computer aided learning 
techniques and small group activities enable students to 
swiflty advance their English language skills. Testing is 
carried out as part of the orientation program for each 
student. These tests determine each girl’s English language 
skills and help to make decisions regarding when to 
commence mainstream classes. 

What tutoring support is provided?
We encourage our students to aim high and support them 
to achieve their goals. Your daughter will be assigned a 
tutor, someone who can keep an eye on her progress, help 
her to make good subject choices and offer her advice on 
how to manage her workloads.

After-school tutoring in several subjects is a free service 
for students who wish to gain further assistance with their 
studies. Currently, we have tutors providing after-hours 
tuition to all year levels in Maths Methods, Further Maths, 
Accounting, Business Management, EAL (English as an 
Additional Language) and Mandarin. We encourage our 
boarders to take advantage of this opportunity. 

How is study time supervised?

In order to ensure a learning environment that is conducive 
to study, boarders have supervised study times (prep) and 
individual study facilities.

Year 7 to 9 students study in a common area and are 
closely supervised by staff. Staff have copies of the 
students’ individual study plans and assist students where 
necessary to achieve their best results. Phones are not 
permitted during this time. 

Our teaching staff work closely with our Boarding House 
staff to highlight where extra assistance or supervision may 
be required and for feedback on student study habits.  

Students in Years 10 to 12 study in their own rooms. 

What Web access is provided, and how is it 
monitored?
Each student is issued with a laptop and access to the 
School’s network. Boarders can connect to the school 
network in order to access the internet from their rooms. 

Naturally the school blocks unsuitable websites, and 
restricts access to social websites during the school day and 
the allocated homework time in the evening. 

Younger students’ laptops and mobiles are charged 
overnight by staff between 9:00pm and 8:30am.



The Boarding Experience - English

Aim High

What special opportunities are on offer for future 
pathways?
At Toorak College your daughter is offered an extensive 
range of activities. Everything from orchestras to sporting 
teams to personalised music lessons and academic 
tutoring. 

Something unique that Toorak College offers its’ students 
are pathways to becoming a successful leader. Your 
daughter can take up leadership opportunities within her 
year level, across the broader school community, as well 
as within the extensive international student population of 
Melbourne. 

Toorak College holds a prestigious partnership with 
Melbourne University and the Melbourne Schools 
Partnership International. Every year the University 
of Melbourne organises a range of activities tailored to 
international students enrolled in Year 11 to inspire them 
about their future study. 

This partnership also offers the Kwong Lee Dow Young 
Scholars Program for Toorak College girls. Every year all 
Year 11 international students apply. The University of 
Melbourne chooses the most outstanding student based 
upon not only the student’s academic results but their 
participation within the school’s co-curricular activities 
and their involvement in leadership roles at school and in 
the community. 

Toorak College offers many opportunities to develop 
leadership skills through its Prefect program, House 
Captain program and Year level programs which means 
our students are considered highly for this award by the 
University of Melbourne.

Which University do most students go to?

The University of Melbourne and RMIT are the most 
popular destinations for Toorak College students, followed 
by Monash University and then Deakin University.

23%

23%

20%

16%

7%

11%

University Destinations - Class of 2016

RMIT

University of Melbourne

Monash University

Deakin University

Swinburne

Other

What are the most popular University subjects?

91% of Toorak College students go on to University, 
with most students receiving their first round University 
preferences. 

The most popular University subjects selected by our 
students are: 

• Business, Commerce, Management

• Science, Engineering

• Arts

• Health

• Law, Criminology

• Creative Arts, Media

The alumni of Toorak College, Toorak Collegians, formed 
in 1908 with the aim of contributing towards the lives of 
the students of the School, fellow Collegians and the wider 
community.

The Collegians support students after university by 
providing mentorships and career opportunities through 
their professional connections.

Toorak College students love to learn.  
We encourage every student to aim high, 
take on new challenges and develop a 
passionate interest in their subjects.



You can apply online at                                  
www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au.

Entry Requirements
To gain a place at Toorak College complete the 
International Enrolment Application form and sent it to 
our Enrolments Office with the following information:

• Copy of Birth Certificate

• Copy of Passport & Visa (if available)

• Application Fee

• Copy of Student’s most recent report

• Copy of any testing e.g. AEAS test report

Contact details
Web:   www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au

Email:  enrolments@toorakc.vic.edu.au

Tel:   +61 3 9788 7200

Address:  Old Mornington Road, Mount Eliza, 3930,  
  Victoria, Australia

Postal:   PO Box 150, Mount Eliza, 3930,    
  Victoria, Australia

CRICOS Provider Code: 00349D

CRICOS Course Code: 005454G

WeChat code:

How to apply
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Old Mornington Road, Mount Eliza, Vic, 3930  
PO Box 150, Mount Eliza, Vic, 3930
Phone: +61 (3) 9788 7200 | www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au
CRICOS provider code: 00349D  CRICOS course code: 005454G


