


INTRODUCTION
The Performing Arts at TACAPS is about 
participation, excellence, commitment, 
teamwork and enjoyment at all levels of artistic 
pursuits. 

Lessons learnt in the Performing Arts are 
transferable to other aspects of life and help to 
develop crucial attributes that students will use 
the for the rest of their lives as they become 
well-rounded individuals.

The Performing Arts is a major component of 
student life at TACAPS. At the primary school 
from Kindergarten to Year 6, the main goals are 
participation, commitment, skill building and 
enjoyment. As students progress through the 
College, these attributes remain, with a greater 
emphasis on excellence and skill development.

An expectation of participation in the 
Performing Arts at TACAPS permeates all areas 
of the school with full year level involvement 
in Foundation to Year 4 Choirs, the Year 3 
String Immersion Program, the Year 4 Band 
Immersion Program, the Year 3 to 6 Primary 
Musical and the Inter-House College Choir and 
Dance competition as part of our Festival of 
Performing Arts.

TACAPS endeavours to provide students with a 
diverse range of performing arts opportunities 
and offers a large range of ensemble choices in 
both Primary and College areas of the school. 



FACILITIES
TACAPS has a state of the art Creative 
Arts Centre housing a large double sized 
ensemble rehearsal room/secondary 
music classroom, 2 large group teaching 
rooms, 5 generously sized practice rooms, 
musical instrument storage facilities. 
There is a large double sized primary 
music classroom, which is also used as a 
dance/drama rehearsal room. The Chapel 
of St. Aidan houses a grand piano and is 
home to chapel services and more intimate 
concerts. The large Millennium Centre is 
an assembly hall with retractable seating, 
a raised stage with curtaining, sound and 
lighting, dressing rooms, a grand piano and 
portable stage piano. There is a specialist 
speech and drama teaching studio and a 
secondary drama classroom in the Centre 
for Innovation and Learning. TACAPS has an 
extensive costume room and music library. 
There is a large range of hire instruments 
and classroom sets of percussion, keyboard, 
guitar and ukulele. 



COMMITMENT TO  
DEVELOPING OUR  
YOUNG ARTISTS
TACAPS performing artists are encouraged to 
aspire to be the best that they can be in their 
chosen discipline. Many students take part 
in external examinations through Australian 
Music Examinations Board (AMEB), Australian 
College of Music (ACM) or other examining 
bodies.

TACAPS Performing Arts is committed 
to training young performing artists who 
are informed and literate and who can 
confidently perform in their chosen discipline 
in solo and ensemble settings. TACAPS 
Performing Arts recognises that the ability to 
play an instrument, sing, perform a dramatic 
work, speak confidently in public or dance is a 
skill that can be nurtured and developed into 
a life-long passion for, and engagement with, 
the performing arts community of Australia.



CHOIRS AND  
ENSEMBLES
Instrumental Ensembles
TACAPS caters for students of all ages and 
abilities in a variety of ensembles. Advanced 
primary students may be invited to join 
College Ensembles to further extend their 
skills. Ensembles are auditioned at the start 
of each year or students can be placed in 
ensembles by teacher recommendation at 
any time throughout the year. 

We are fortunate to host the Jazz Ed 
Community Big Band on a Tuesday evening. 
This band comprises advanced students from 
a variety of Toowoomba Secondary Schools 
and they give community performances. 
In 2016, this band won the Open Big Band 
section at the Queensland Eisteddfod.

Choirs
TACAPS is renowned for its choral program. 
There are compulsory year level choirs for 
Foundation to Year 4 and then voluntary 
choirs for older year levels. There are two 
auditioned Chapel Choirs which perform at 
fortnightly Chapel Services. Students must 
audition in September of the previous year 
to gain a place in these Chapel Choirs. In 
2016, both the Preparatory Years and College 
Chapel Choirs were a featured artist in the 
Queensland Pops Orchestra Best of British 
Concert Series, with concerts in Brisbane 
and Toowoomba. The Chapel Choirs perform 
at many community events and functions. 
Choirs from Year 3 to College perform in the 
Toowoomba Eisteddfod. All choirs perform at 
school events.

Chapel Choir
The Preparatory and College Chapel Choirs 
hold auditions in September of the previous 
year. This audition process is more rigorous 
and an application form is to be filled out. 
Once successful, students undertake a one 
term probationary period in Term 4 of the 
previous year and are formally inducted into 
the Choir in a ceremony early in Term 1.



PERFORMANCE 
OPPORTUNITIES
Concerts and Events
• Fortnightly solo and small group 

performances in Primary and College 
Assemblies

• Biennial College Play (odd years) or 
Musical (even years) held off-campus

• Annual Preparatory Musical (Years 3-6) 
held on-campus

• Performances at school events and 
chapel services

• Performances at community events
• QSO Instrumental Workshops and other 

specialist workshops
• Morning Melodies (Years 1-3) and 

Lunchtime Concerts (Years 4-6; College)  
in Terms 1-3

• Festival of Performing Arts Inter-House 
individual, small group and ensemble 
competition in Term 4 where house 
points are awarded to every performer 
and the Paris Wilson Memorial Shield is 
awarded to the Champion Performing 
Arts House at Presentation and Prize Day

• Domestic and International Performing 
Arts Tours

• TACAPS choirs, ensembles and individuals 
take part in and have a high success rate 
in the Toowoomba Eisteddfod and other 
eisteddfodau/festivals

• Specialist concerts for groups/ensembles
• Opportunity to perform in the biennial 

Anglican Schools’ Music Festival in QPAC, 
Brisbane (even years)

• Casual Boarder Music Concerts at the end 
of each term



COMMUNITY &  
WIDER INVOLVEMENT
TACAPS is host to the Jazz Ed Big Band, a 
community ensemble involving talented 
secondary students throughout Toowoomba. 
This ensemble won the Open Big Band 
section at the Queensland Eisteddfod in 
2016 and played at a number of community 
events. The Empire Theatre Youth Arts 
programme hold drama classes each term at 
TACAPS which are open to the community. 
TACAPS is in partnership with the Queensland 
Symphony Orchestra, whereby masterclasses 
are held by specialist performers.

The TACAPS Chapel Choirs have regular 
involvement in St. Luke’s Church, 
Toowoomba. They participate in services 
and special occasions during the year. The 
Chapel Choirs were a featured artist for the 
Queensland Pops Orchestra Best of British 
Concert Series and will also be involved with 
this organisation in the future. The Choristers 
also sang at the final of the Toowoomba 
Tennis International and for The Leukaemia 
Foundation’s ‘Light the Night’ Event in 2016.

TACAPS has experienced notable success 
in the Toowoomba Eisteddfod for many 
decades in choirs, ensembles and individual 
performances. TACAPS participates in the 
Paul Morton Choral Festival, Sing Out, String 
Out and Anglican Schools’ Music Festival. 
TACAPS students are regularly selected for 
the Gondwana National Choirs.



TACAPS MUSIC
The TACAPS Music Program is highly regarded 
in the wider community. Classroom Music 
and year level programs encourage wide 
participation and diverse skill development 
in Music. There are 7 string ensembles, 12 
instrumental ensembles and 9 choirs catering 
to all ages and ability levels. TACAPS choirs, 
ensembles and individuals perform in a 
variety of settings, such as school events, 
eisteddfodau, festivals, community events and 
on domestic and international tours. There 
are 17 staff members involved in teaching the 
TACAPS Arts Program, comprising full-time 
staff and specialist visiting tutors. 



TACAPS DRAMA
The TACAPS Drama Program encourages 
students to participate in productions ranging 
from Shakespeare to mime, contemporary 
plays and musicals. The College produces a 
biennial play, alternating with a musical, with 
these productions staged for the public off-
campus. The student technical crew support 
these performances. 

Primary students are taught Drama as part 
of the Music Curriculum. Students in Years 
7 and 8 study Drama which can culminate in 
the students’ selection of Drama in Years 9 
and 10 as electives and as Senior Authority 
subjects in Years 11 and 12.

Private and paired Speech and Drama 
lessons are taught by a private contractor 
in a specialist speech and drama teaching 
studio. These lessons lead to improved 
speech, eisteddfod performances and ACM 
Examinations.

There are after-school drama clubs which 
are run at no-cost to parents: Preparatory 
Theatre Sports (Years 5-6) and College French 
Drama Club. 

The Toowoomba Empire Theatre Youth Arts 
Program run group drama classes each term 
after school. These classes are for students in 
Years 5 to College in age-appropriate groups. 
This is a user-pays activity. 



TACAPS DANCE
TACAPS has an enthusiastic Dance Program 
for males and females. Our College Dance 
Troupe hip hop performance at a recent 
Presentation and Prize Day featured 14 
boys and 14 girls. Dance is included in 
the Curriculum from Foundation to Year 
9. Additionally, all students from Years 3 
to 6 learn at least 4 dances for the annual 
school musical and all College students 
perform a house dance, with student-
lead choreographers for the Inter-House 
Performing Arts Festival in Term 4.

There are popular after-school dance 
classes in Modern/Contemporary/Hip Hop 
style for Years 1-3; Years 4-6 and College. 
All students in these classes performed in 
the Toowoomba Eisteddfod and at school 
functions and assemblies. There is a College 
Dance Troupe which rehearses at lunchtime 
and is for advanced students. This Troupe 
performs more difficult repertoire and has 
more performance opportunities.



www.tacaps.qld.edu.au


