
TERM 4, EDITION 1 

 

NEWS@TACAPS 



Head of School 
A sincere thanks of our staff, student and parent volunteers for their time and 
commitment to ensure that this year’s Family Weekend was a great success. 
 
From the Family Weekend, which included Grandparents Day, Cloisters Art 
Show, TACAPSA Reunion and the Fete, it is clear that we have a very strong 
community which will continue to support our school through the exciting times 
ahead of us.  
 
A particular thank you to the Parents and Friends committee and stall 
volunteers for their leadership at the Fete. In my opinion, it was one of the best 
to date and had a wonderful atmosphere. 
 
We are very honoured the Toowoomba Chamber of Commerce has announced 
that TACAPS has been nominated as a finalist for the 2018 Heritage Bank 
Business Excellence Awards. Professional & Business – Education and Training. 
The awards are an important recognition program that celebrates the diversity, 
innovation and excellence of the region’s businesses. We thank all members of 
our community and congratulate all of the other nominees. 
 
We have had an incredible 13 students accepted into the Gondwana National 

Choirs for 2019. Congratulations to Anna, Olivia, Maddie and Isabella 

(Gondwana Voices), Sam (Gondwana Novus), Tara, William and Oliver 

(Gondwana Singers) and George, Annabelle, Alice, Nala and Thea (Junior 

Gondwana). The students will attend an intensive two week camp at Sydney 

University in January, followed by a series of Concerts. Congratulations to Oscar 

Park-MacIntyre in Year 4, who competed in the under 10s Queensland State 

Formal & Qld State Sporting Gymkhanas held at Maryborough and Tara in Year 

11 who competed at the Australian Interschool’s Equestrian Championships in 

Werribee. For the second year in succession we were nominated as a top 4 

finalist at the 2018 Queensland Tennis Awards in the Most Outstanding School 

category. Congratulations to all players, parents, coaches and volunteers for 

helping the program achieve this honour. Eden in Year 12 also played for the 

Downs in Rugby 7s at the State Titles at Bond University  Well done everyone! 

 

Finally, I wish all of our Year 12 students the best of luck as they move into their 
final weeks of formal schooling and we look forwarding to celebrating your 
achievements at the Presentation Day and Formal. 

Mr Simon Lees 



Deputy Head of School 
Thank you to the number of parents who helped to produce a number of out-

standing events in recent weeks.  This year was the first time that Cloisters, 

Grandparents Day, TACAPSA Reunion and the Fete were all held within the same 

24 hour period.  Please ensure that you have passed on any feedback as we pre-

pare to lock in the 2019 dates. 

Student Absences 

A reminder of an email which was sent to all parents last week regarding absenc-
es. The key adjustment is that we ask parents to cc reception@tacaps.qld.edu.au 
when notifying a teacher about an absence. 
Key points: 

- If a student is absent on any given day, please contact the School Office, as well 

as the Classroom Teacher or Mentor 

- If a student arrives late for school, they should sign in at the School Office. Sign-

ing in allows us to change the listing from ‘unexplained absence’ to present 

- As noted in previous correspondence, for planned absences, please write to Mr 

Locke (primary) or Ms Faint (secondary) noting your plans 

- If you need to collect your son/daughter early, please send them with a note or 

write to their Classroom Teacher or Mentor, including recep-

tion@tacaps.qld.edu.au 

- Primary students departing early from school must be collected from the School 

Office 

- Secondary students departing early need to have their note signed by Mentor/

Ms Faint or the parent must send an email 

- After morning rolls have been marked, a member of the administration team 

will call parents of students who have an ‘unexplained absence’ 

 Thank you for your support.  The points noted above will help us to increase the 

accuracy of our absence records. 

  

 
 

Mr Gordon Oldham 
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Evacuation / Fire Alarm 

Last week the fire alarm sounded at 3.30pm. It was pleasing to see all staff, stu-

dents and parents quickly evacuate buildings and move to Main School Close – 

this is precisely the plan in the event of an after hours evacuation.  The alarm was 

the result of an aerosol deodorant being used in a boarding house. 

Should any parents be on site during a Lockdown, they will hear a repeated alarm 
sound emitted from speakers around the school, as well as the repeated phrase, 
“This is a Lockdown. Code Yellow.” 

If parents are on site, they should remain inside a building until the Lockdown is 
over. If they are arriving to school and entering as they hear the sound, they 
should stop from entering the grounds. 

 

END OF YEAR EVENTS 

We have a number of end of year events coming soon.  Separate correspondence 

will arrive regarding Presentation Day on Tuesday 27 November but, in summary, 

all Year 3-12 students will attend and arrive at 8.30am to be seated before par-

ents and guests enter the space at Hume Ridge. Year F-2 students are welcome 

to attend with parents. 

Please note again that the Carols will be held at St Bart’s (103 Stenner St Middle 
Ridge) on Sunday 25 November and will begin at 3.00pm. Rehearsal for perform-
ers will take place from 1.00pm-2.00pm, with the Year 2 choir rehearsing at 
2.30pm. All students wear full summer uniform. All performers wear ties and 
blazers, with secondary boys wearing trousers. 

 

 
 



Head of Preparatory Years 
With only a week to go, our Year 6 students are busy preparing for our annual 
Sydney/Canberra Tour. We will spend a week away enjoying all the attractions and 
historical significance that our nation’s capital and Australia’s largest city have to 
offer. This is a wonderful time for our students and staff to interact in a context 
out of school and we are looking forward to an enjoyable week. If you would like 
to follow our adventures, join our Twitter feed #2018TACAPSonTour. Our Year 6 
students end their Primary Years of schooling on the 26th of November with our 
Year 6 celebration and then they will enjoy Presentation Day on the 27th of 
November. 

Our Year 5 students have engaged in special leadership and personal 
development sessions during the last three weeks. Students have nominated for 
varying leadership positions within the Primary Years by writing formal 
applications and attending interviews. The process will be completed this week 
and students will be informed of their success over the coming weeks. These 
positions will be announced during our Presentation Day at the end of this 
semester. The Year 5 students have also enjoyed their Personal Development 
session over the last two weeks which were led by the “Let’s Chat” group. During 
these sessions, the students were introduced to Body Growth and Change 
understandings and also to Personal and Mental Health understandings. I sat in 
on both sessions and the students were mature and contributed widely to the 
discussions during each session. 

Our staffing plan for 2019 is currently taking shape and will be announced in the 
coming weeks. This process in not taken lightly, nor is the process of allocating 
students to 2019 classes. I ensure that each child is placed with a teacher who has 
the specific skills, talents and interests to carefully guide their young charges 
through a challenging year of learning.  Student allocation will begin shortly and 
class lists will be included in the end of year mail outs with reports. Whilst the 
decision of class placement will be one in which teachers guide the way, should 
you have any knowledge regarding your child’s specific needs for classes in 2019, 
these must be communicated to me before the 9th of November. Once classes are 
allocated, there will be no further changes. 

As this is our last newsletter for the year, may I thank each and every one of your 
for your continued support in 2018. I make no secret of the fact that I love my role 
at TACAPS and equally love guiding and nurturing your children through their 
primary years with the support of my wonderful staff. 2018 has been an incredibly 
fulfilling year and I know we are all looking forward to the exciting year ahead as 
Toowoomba Anglican School. 

I wish you all a wonderful festive season with all of the joy that being with family 
at this time brings.  

Mr Jason Locke 



Head of College Years 

Before the holidays, I asked the students to think about the goals that they had set for 

themselves this year. To reflect on whether they have achieved or are on the way to achieve 

them. Also, to think about whether the plan they have had in place needs to be adjusted.  As 

we lead up to the final weeks of the year, it is very important that we help our students to 

work towards balancing all that they do in order to achieve their goals. I know when I hear 

the words ‘work-life balance’ I start to cringe. What is this ‘balance’ and can it really be 

achieved? Or, is it something that we are always aiming for? If we look at a set of old scales – 

they are always teetering back and forth like a seesaw in a playground. For me that is what 

the phrase ‘work life balance’ suggests. As something gets heavy or we get particularly busy 

with one thing others need to ease off. This is something that I often talk to the students 

about.  

We are now moving into the ‘heavy’ time of the term, where we can start to feel a little off 

balance especially with the many assessments and exams looming ahead. It is very important 

that the students take time out each day to balance some down time with the workload. Part 

of this is to enjoy the celebrations and embrace the activities that are taking place. It was 

wonderful to see so many happy faces at our big events over the family weekend, watching 

our students perform and enjoy spending time together  

There are many events and celebrations this term, some that will involve our first cohort of 

seniors. I hope that you will join with us as we celebrate the contribution that they have 

given to the school and wish them well on their next big adventure.   

 

 

 

 

Ms Trina Faint 



Director of Boarding 

 

Saturday afternoon and evening saw our Farewell to the Year 12 Boarders 
celebration on the ovals. The fun included a Colour Run, so much so that all 
participants were covered in Pink, Blue , Green and Yellow; enjoyed a salivating 
Mexican Feast, followed by moving tributes, speeches and an outside Talent 
Show. 

 

We thank all those involved in organisation of this wonderful day, particularly the 
senior girls and Ms Hopgood in Arnott.  We wish our Year 12 Boarder Graduates 
all happiness and the best for their future lives. 

 

Sunday saw an early start for all Boarders for our trip to Wet ‘N’ Wild.  A great day 
of slipping, sliding, riding and thorough enjoyment was had by all, and again I 
thank all the boarding staff who were involved in organising this celebration for 
the Boarders. 

Mr Ian Basset 



 



Chaplain 

As we returned for Term Four, a group of students, families and staff gathered 
in the Chapel of Saint Aidan. For 27 of our students from Years 3 to 9, this time 
of worship and celebration marked their Admission to Holy Communion. We 
had been meeting regularly throughout Term Three to deepen our 
understanding of what it means to gather in community and to break bread 
together, just as Jesus taught his disciples to do before he died. It was an 
absolute joy to see these students mark an important moment in their faith 
journey. Particularly significant was that ten of these students also made the 
decision to be baptised at the same time, and to do so surrounded by their 
families.  

 

Recently, I attended a conference on faith formation in the twenty-first century. 
Just as teaching or agricultural practices must adapt and change in the modern 
era, so too does the way we think about faith formation for ourselves and our 
community. Nonetheless, one of the key reminders from this time was 
something that has not changed over the centuries: the understanding that the 
family is the core unit from which faith is modelled, understood and 
appropriated.  

 

As a chaplain, it is a never-ending joy to help disciple young people of faith. Yet I 
realise that as these students come forward to affirm and make choices in their 
belief, my role in that is minor, more like a facilitator. It is the incredible example 
of love, forgiveness and faith in God made manifest in their families that forms 
our students from the beginning of their lives. I hope that all our community 
members – whether a parent, relative or sibling – can recognise and take 
courage in the role that the family plays in the faith formation of every young 
TACAPS student.  

 

As we approach the Christmas season and prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, I pray that you and your families may know the love of 
God in your everyday lives, and may be encouraged to seek an understanding of 
this love made real through Jesus.  

 

Every blessing, 

Reverend Zoë 

Reverend Zoë Browne 



Mrs Jill Pimm 

Director of Community and Marketing 

Current Year 12 student, Matilda ‘Tilly’ Pickard, has landed the job of her dreams for 

2019.  Matilda will travel to Western Australia early next year, to take up the position 

of ‘stock hand’ at Anna Plains Station, 250 km SW of Broome.   

Anna Plains Station is a 22 000 head cattle station, located on the Kimberly coast, of 

northern Western Australia.  It is near one million acres of open rangeland, stretching 

from Eighty Mile Beach to the Great Sandy Desert.   The Stoate family proudly run this 

gem, with three generations still calling it home.  Anna Plains Station is run with a ho-

listic approach, with an environmentally sustainable manner to produce cattle for 

both domestic and international markets. Cattle having a calm and peaceful upbring-

ing is what matters at ‘Anna’. 

Tilly will be one of 12 staff on Anna Plains Station, under the guidance of David and 

Helen Stoate.  The long workdays will be hot, dusty, full of red dirt, repairs, animals to 

feed and water, no shops, sporadic phone reception, cattle to muster by ute or heli-

copter, but at the end of the day, the scenery will be spectacular. And the evening 

stars… heavenly.   

So how did Tilly end up with this position?  After a family holiday to this area as a little 

girl Tilly had always dreamt of going back. Coming to the end of her schooling, google 

stepped in, and she found Bush Recruitment. That they were based in East Toowoom-

ba was a bonus!  In no time an application was on its way. 

Director of Bush Recruitment, Mr Dugald Storie stated, ‘Matilda is the perfect fit. From 

when I met her, I knew in 30 seconds that she would be perfect for Anna Downs Sta-

tion. She has grunt and a great demeanour that people automatically warm to. The 

aim of Bush Recruitment is to make sure that the right Year 12 graduate is matched 

to the right Station. When the graduate is placed in a job, they are expected to work 

from the Season (February to November) and this can be a challenge for some. But I 

know with Matilda, this is a perfect match.’ 

Yes, the excitement is building for Tilly, she believes her biggest challenge will be the 
change of environment.  ‘I can’t wait! It is going to be amazing and a dream come 
true. Dad and I will drive over early next year. It will take about 10 days from Goondi-
windi to Broome, and then Dad will fly home and I will drive myself to Anna Plains 
Station. Yes, I will miss them, but they will visit.’  With Matilda turning 18 in June, I am 
sure they will!   



Director of Community 

What an exciting start to Term 4! But there is always more to look forward to! 

Grandparents Day Photos 

If your child and their Grandparent/s had their photos taken on Grandparents 
Day, those photos are now available for purchase via 
the below link. 

PHOTOS  - The Login is TACAPS2019 

To download any images  the PIN is 4697 
 

World Diabetes Day  

November 14, 2018 

Free ‘Blue’ dress day, $2 collection. 
 

Golf Day and Big Night Out. 

November 16, 2018 

Book your tickets on Flexischools.  
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 

Thursday 1 November to Friday 16 November, 2018 

Fill a shoebox for a child in need. Further info 
available at Good Samaritan. 

Year 12 Assembly, Chapel Service and Formal 

Thursday 15 November, 2018 

3-11 House Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 22 November, 2018 
 

F-2 Swimming Carnival and Final Assembly 

Friday 23 November, 2018 
 

St Bart’s Carol Service  

Sunday 25 November, 2018 
 

Years 3 - 11 Presentation and Prize Day 

Tuesday 27 November, 2018 

https://annatomlinsonphotography.pixieset.com/tacaps-grandparentsday/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/


Dean of Senior Studies 
 

End of term assessment  

The assessment timetable has now been finalised and has been circulated 

among Year 10-12 senior students. Parents can help their sons and daughters by 

assisting them to plan ahead and pace themselves in terms of revision and 

planning for other assessment beyond the assessment calendar. Effort has gone 

into spreading the assessment across the week evenly with occasional study 

periods, and within classes each teacher has planned lessons of revision to give 

all students some last minute tips and consolidation and question time. 

Throughout the examination week, Year 11-12 students have the option of only 

attending school when they have assessment scheduled. However, they must 

sign in and out through the front school reception during this time. We wish all 

students the best of luck over the assessment period. 

 

 

End of Term classes 

As we near the end of the year it is important that we emphasise to all our 

students that they maintain their work ethic until the very last day of each term. It 

has been well documented nationally that schools are becoming busier, and 

there seems to be more in our curriculum than ever before. For these reasons, it 

is important for schools to use the time they have wisely. In a busy College like 

ours it is especially important for us to get maximum academic benefit out of 

each and every day within term-time. Although the official College examination 

week is in Week 6 of Term Four, all students will be continuing various 

assessments and work beyond this time up until the last day. Some subjects will 

commence with content for 2019 and others may be continuing to reinforce 

some of the concepts learned throughout the year. We have been very pleased 

with the strong work ethic shown by our College students in Term Four thus far. 

Mr David Parrington 



 

 

Empire Theatre Bursaries 

Congratulations to Jasmine Barui 11, Cameron McConville 10 and Ben Anderson 10, who 

have been awarded prestigious Empire Theatre Youth Arts Bursaries to further their 

Performing Arts Education. They will attend a Ceremony on November 5 to receive their 

Bursaries. Jasmine, Cameron and Ben had to go through an application and interview process 

to be awarded these bursaries. Jasmine will be attending Empire Theatre Drama Classes next 

year, Cameron will be attending Sound Thinking Australia – Musical Theatre and Classical 

Acting in January in Brisbane and Ben will be attending the NIDA Young Actors Residency in 

January in Sydney. 

Empire Theatre Senior IMPACT Ensemble 

Congratulations to Ben Anderson 10, who performed as part of the Empire 

Theatre Senior IMPACT Drama Ensemble last Friday and Saturday Nights at the 

Empire Theatre. The Ensemble performed a self-devised play ‘Of Myths and 

Monoliths’, based on the famous Australian Gothic Novel, Picnic at Hanging Rock. 

This involved many months of rehearsals and preparation. 

Light the Night for the Leukaemia Foundation 

Thank you to Cameron McConville 10, who braved rainy conditions to perform a 

beautiful solo set at Light the Night for the Leukaemia Foundation at Queen’s 

Park. 

George Lawrence – Kinky Boots Role 

Congratulations to George Lawrence in Year 5, who has been awarded the role of 

Young Charlie in the upcoming Empire Theatre Musical, Kinky Boots. George had 

to go through singing, dancing and acting auditions to get one of the two 

available children’s parts in the show. We look forward to seeing George on stage 

from March 22-31 next year. 

Mrs Nerida Eckert 



 

 

Australian Honours Ensemble Program (AHEP) and Queensland State 

Honours Ensemble Program (SHEP) 

Congratulations to Will Lawrence 9 who was a member of the AHEP Choir and 

Sam Lawrence 7, who played Trombone in the Qld SHEP Concert Band. The  

boys spent the last 4 days of their September holidays at the Queensland 

Conservatorium of Music in Brisbane in intensive rehearsals, which culminated in 

a concert.  

 

Paul Morton Choral Festival 

The College Performance Choir, Chapel Choir and Aidan’s Voices performed on 

Tuesday night at the non-competitive Paul Morton Choral Festival, which was 

held at Downlands College. Each school performed a number of solo pieces, 

before combining in a spectacular massed choir finale. Our guest adjudicator was 

renowned choral specialist, Graeme Morton, from Brisbane.  

 

Voices of Remembrance Concert 

We have seven students and seven performing arts staff members participating 

in the Queensland Festival of Music Voices of Remembrance Concert on 

November 9 at the Empire Theatre, featuring acclaimed soloists, Teddy Tahu 

Rhodes and Katie Noonan. Auditioned Core Choir members: Kalisi Fonua 11, Will 

Summers 11, Joseph Goh 11, Cameron McConville 10, Olivia Bridge 10, 

Madeline Saunders 10, Will Lawrence 9, Mrs Nerida Eckert, Mrs Vicki 

Bravery, Mr Joel Philippe. Orchestra members: Mrs Anne Gralow 

(repetiteur), Mrs Lauren Crighton (flute), Mrs Elizabeth Crook (French horn), 

Ms Shannon Gralow (violin) 

 



Family Weekend 

Thank you to all of our students from Foundation to Year 12, who performed at 

Grandparents Day, Cloisters Art Show and the TACAPS Fete. Your performances 

really helped to make these school events special. 

 

Gondwana National Choirs 

We have had an incredible 13 students selected for the Gondwana National 

Choirs. Students from all over Australia have to perform a videoed audition and 

competition is extremely tough for places. The Darling Downs Region had 17 

students selected to attend and 13 are from TACAPS. This is an amazing feat for 

one school to have 13 students involved at this level. The students travel to 

Sydney for a 2 week Choral Camp and series of Concerts in January 2019. 

Congratulations to: 

Gondwana Singers SATB Choir: Tara Wilkinson 11, Will Lawrence 9, Oliver King 8 

Gondwana Voices Treble Voice Choir: Olivia Bridge 10, Isabella Sullivan 10, 

Madeline Saunders 10, Olivia Bridge 8 

Gondwana Novus Choir SSA Choir: Sam Lawrence 7  

Junior Gondwana SA Choir: Nala Splettstoesser 8, Thea Comerford 7, Alice 

Marriott 6, Annabelle Saunders 6, George Lawrence 5 

(see above for photo) 

 

Gondwana Voices Northern Australian Tour 

Isabella Sullivan 10 and Oliver King 8 have just returned from a two week 

Northern Australian Tour with renowned treble voice choir, Gondwana Voices. 

What a fantastic experience for these students. 

 



Art @ TACAPS 

What wonderful rain! All week we were checking weather websites for some hint. 

Would Cloisters Art show be outside or in? In the middle of the night before, a 

plan was even hatched for a very wet weather plan – in the dining room. 

Thankfully our prayers were answered and we were able to have both rain and 

shine. The weather was perfect for our outdoors spring soiree. Main School Close 

was transformed into a sea of colour.  

The Theme “A Clean and Healthy Planet” could be seen everywhere from the 

recycled and stencilled feathers on The Wings to the Year 12 Video Art in the CIL. 

The skate decks on the fences were a favourite as was the jungle of Foundation 

Flowers and Year Two Masks. The Year Three Silks looked amazing as flags and 

who could forget the Year Four collages and Year Six pop art canvases on the 

outside of the cloisters? I hope you saw the results of the Year 8 architecture unit 

in the Art Room and the Year 9 mixed media canvases in the Miss Faint’s foyer. 

Year 10 students large three dimensional portraits and Year 11 artist’s books and 

palimpsest work was also in the backroom of the CIL. In the library the Year 1 

indigenous animals in relief could be found along with the Year Fives Torres Strait 

Island sculptures and the body of work of one of the Year 12 students. 

We were very blessed to have Laura Crane complete a 

beautiful painting during the course of the evening. 

Thank you also to our amazing student musicians, ‘arm’ 

painters and street performers and TACAPSA guests who 

made the event a real party. Special mention to Jill Pimm, 

Rick Lingard and the ground staff without whom the 

event could not have been possible.  

Mrs Nadine Reynolds 



Gifted and Talented 

A number of students recently completed the 2018 Maths Olympiad. The Maths 

Olympiad consisted of a series of five separate contests that were completed 

between May and September this year. The aims of the competition were to 

introduce students to new mathematical concepts, teach problem solving 

strategies, foster creativity and ingenuity and stimulate enthusiasm and 

enjoyment towards the subject of Mathematics. 

Congratulations to Bertie Mansfield who was the highest performing TACAPS 

student. Bertie scored in the top 10% of Australia’s participants. Well done to 

Fleur Steen and Reuben King who were awarded for being top 20% achievers. 

Thank you to Mr Lategan who trained the Maths Olympiad team and 

administered the five separate competitions. 

Henry Haase, Mary Haase and Artharsh Gajaharan have been awarded ‘Super 

Mathlete’ Achievement Awards. They received these awards for their consistent 

achievement in Mathletics throughout the entire year. 

Well done to all of the students who have worked hard on the Mathletics Website 

this year. At this stage, TACAPS students have attempted 12,439 curriculum 

activities and answered 124,390 individual questions. Congratulations to the 18 

students who have received a Gold Certificate this year. Each Gold Certificate 

represents many weeks of consistent learning and engagement in Mathletics. 

Mr Steve Wright 



Head of Sport and Activities 

 

Well done to the TACAPS Aquathlon competitors at the Darling Downs 

Aquathlon in Dalby.  

Congratulations to Hannah Pollock who came first in her age group ! 

Blake Best came 22nd and Ollie Goddard, 33rd out of all entrants which is 

a fantastic effort! 

 

Also congratulations to Lucy Coleman who has been selected to play in 

the Girl’s Cricket President’s XI to play at the State Championships in Bris-

bane in November. What a great achievement! 

 

And on the tennis front.. Congratulations to the TACAPS Orange and 

Green Ball teams winning the recent Brisbane International Regional tri-

als, they now progress to the Finals to be played at this years Brisbane 

International!!  

 

To top of a fantastic year of sport, we are looking forward to celebrating 

the achievements of our students at the Excellence in Sports and Per-

forming Arts Presentation Night on Thursday 22 of November. 

Mr David Wigan & Mr Rick Lingard 



 

Outside School Hours Care 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS PROGRAM 

Preparations are well under way for a full and colourful Summer holiday 

program with the TACAPS Outside School Hours Care. 

 

Full details will be released shortly and bookings are now open. 

 

Over the summer holidays OSHC will be open weekdays with the following 

date periods (closing over Christmas): 

 

  22 November - 21 December 2018 

  14 January - 28 January 2019 

 

 

 

Mrs Sheridan Hill 


