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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to the Senior Curriculum Handbook for 2020. In 
this Handbook you will find valuable information related 
to our VCE, VET and VCAL studies for Years 11 and 12 
students. 

At Victory Lutheran College, we strive for excellence in 
education. We encourage students to perform beyond 
their everyday potential and endeavour to teach subjects 
which are rigorous, while at the same time providing 
students with the necessary skills to meet the challenges in 
post-secondary study and the workforce.

We are proud to be able to offer a broad variety of subject 
choices at VCE level, and believe that our College provides 
individualised and personal tuition for every student. We 
have developed partnerships with a range of educational 
providers both locally and state-wide to ensure that each 
student has the greatest opportunity to begin their post-
secondary pathway.

I recommend all senior students take the time to carefully 
consider the subjects that will best prepare them for the 
journey beyond school. Importantly, this is a time where 
parents/guardians are encouraged to be deeply involved in 
the decision making process and should likewise develop 
an understanding of the programs offered here at Victory 
Lutheran College. Throughout these deliberations, I 
encourage students to also consider those subjects that 
they are interested in. Subjects that you love, enjoy and 
feel challenged by and that will inevitably ensure that your 
VCE program is one of successful learning.

As you move through the subject selection process I 
encourage you to talk with each other and our teaching 
staff to gain their advice and wisdom also. Learning is, and 
will continue to be, most effective when there are open 
and clear channels of communication between school and 
home.

There are a vast range of options available to students 
and we have a proud history of being able to meet the 
individual needs of student pathways. As we strive to 
maintain this partnership I encourage you to do likewise 
and join us on this, the next journey in your child’s 
education, towards a future of lifelong learning.

Mr John Thompson 
Principal

July 2019
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SENIOR PATHWAYS: VCE OR VCAL 
Victory Lutheran College offers two pathways for students in their senior years of schooling. 

VCE – Victorian Certificate of Education  

and  

VCAL – Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

Students select one of these pathways as their primary enrolment, but may undertake and receive credit for subjects 
associated with the alternative pathway as part of their senior studies.

VET (Vocational Education & Training) Certificates and School-based Apprenticeships/Traineeships can be undertaken as 
part of either a VCE or VCAL senior pathway.

VET 
VET stands for Vocational Education and Training. It 
provides the students with the opportunity to develop 
industry specific skills at training institutes as part of 
their secondary schooling. If the course is completed, 
a VET certificate serves as an additional qualification. 
VET certificates are included and recognised as part of 
either a VCE or VCAL certificate.

 > Go to Page 14  for further information.

SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIPS/
TRAINEESHIPS
School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
(SBA’s) enable students to earn a qualification and 
be involved in paid work as a part of and whilst 
completing their secondary schooling. Students 
can undertake these as part of their VCAL or VCE 
certificates and they generally provide the same 
contribution to the VCE/VCAL as their related VET in 
the VCE programs.

 > Go to Page 19  for further information.

VCALVCE

VET

SBA

Vocational Education & Training

Victorian Certificate  
of Education

Victorian Certificate  
of Applied Learning

School Based Apprenticeships

SUMMARY OF 2020 SENIOR PATHWAYS

can undertake  
some VCE  
subjects

Curriculum Overview

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

VCE
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is a certificate 
that recognises the successful completion of secondary 
education. Students may choose from over 45 studies 
(subjects) when completing their course. Each school 
determines which of these studies they will offer. The VCE 
provides pathways to further study at University, Technical 
and Further Education (TAFE) and to the world of work. 

 > Go to Page 6  

for further information and a list of VCE subjects  
offered at Victory.

VCAL 
The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is 
a recognised senior secondary qualification. It provides 
practical work-related experience as well as literacy and 
numeracy skills, and the opportunity to build personal 
skills that are important for life and work. The VCAL 
provides pathways to training at a TAFE institute, starting 
an apprenticeship or getting a job after completing 
school. It generally does NOT provide students with the 
opportunity to achieve an ATAR score; which is usually a 
requirement for University studies. 

 > Go to Page 12   for further information.

The following should also be considered for VCE (optional) 
and VCAL (mandatory) programs:

• VET (Vocational Education & Training) Certificates or

• School-based Apprenticeships/Traineeships 
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The VCE is a common credential for all students completing their secondary education. It is 
coordinated by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). Subjects have been 
organised into “studies” of four semester units. Units 1 and 2 are equivalent to Year 11 subjects. 
Units 3 and 4 are equivalent to Year 12 subjects. Units 3 and 4 must be done as a sequential pair.

The VCE 
(Victorian Certificate of Education) 

The VCE is a common credential for all students completing their secondary 
education. It is coordinated by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA). Subjects have been organised into “studies” of four semester 
units. Units 1 and 2 are equivalent to Year 11 subjects. Units 3 and 4 are 
equivalent to Year 12 subjects. Units 3 and 4 must be done as a sequential pair. 
The VCE curriculum offered at Victory in 2020 includes the following units of 
study:

• Biology  Units 1 - 4

• Business Management  Units 1 - 4

• Chemistry  Units 1 - 4

• Applied Computing  Units 1 - 4

• Drama Units 1 - 4

• English  Units 1 - 4

• Geography Units 1 - 4

• Health & Human Development  Units 1 - 4

• History  Units 1 & 2

• History: Revolutions  Units 3 & 4 

• Indonesian Units 1 - 4

• Legal Studies  Units 1 - 4 

• Literature  Units 1 - 4 

• Mathematics: General  Units 1 & 2

• Mathematics: Further  Units 3 & 4

• Mathematics: Methods  Units 1 - 4

• Mathematics: Specialist  Units 1 - 4

• Music Performance  Units 1 - 4 

• Physical Education  Units 1 - 4 

• Physics  Units 1 - 4 

• Psychology  Units 1 - 4 

• Religion & Society: The Voyage Unit 2

• Studio Arts  Units 1 - 4 

A further range of VCE studies can also be accessed as required through Virtual 
School Victoria. VET certificates are also available, both on and off campus, and 
these too contribute to the VCE. 

SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF THE VCE
To qualify for the award of the VCE, students must satisfactorily complete at 
least 16 units of study, including:

• Three units of English

• A total of at least four sequences of 3 and 4 level units (English or 
equivalent is mandatory)

Satisfactory completion of each unit is based on achievement of learning 
outcomes defined in the official VCAA Study Design. These outcomes include 
both knowledge and skills.

 STUDY PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS 
 SCORE ABOVE THIS POSITION  
 (Relative Position) (Approx.)

 45 2

 40 9

 35 26

 30 53

 25 76

 20 92

STUDY SCORES
For each student the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA) calculates a Study Score for each Unit 3/4 
VCE study which has been satisfactorily completed and for 
which the student has received grades for the coursework 
and exams. The Study Score is a score on a scale of 0 to 50 
showing the students’ achievement relative to that of all 
other students doing a particular study. The Study Scores 
are normalised to a mean of 30 and a standard deviation 
of seven. Scores of 23 – 37 indicate that the student is in 
the middle range. A score above 37 is evidence that the 
student is in the top 15% of students taking this study. 
The following table shows the approximate proportion of 
students who will achieve a Study Score higher than the 
stated values.

VCE BACCALAUREATE
To be eligible to receive the VCE Baccalaureate a student 
must satisfactorily complete the VCE and receive a study 
score for each prescribed study component. 

The VCE program of study must include:

• A Units 3 and 4 sequence in English or Literature or 
English Language with a study score of 30 or above; 
or a Units 3 and 4 sequence in EAL with a study 
score of 33 or above

• A Units 3 and 4 sequence in either Mathematics 
Methods or Specialist Mathematics

• A Units 3 and 4 sequence in a VCE Language

• At least two other Units 3 and 4 sequences 

UNIVERSITY EXTENSION STUDIES
Some universities offer extension studies to high achieving 
VCE students. These studies:

• Contribute as units towards satisfactory completion 
of the VCE

• Can contribute towards the ATAR via an increment 
for a fifth or sixth study

• Are equivalent in content and assessment in every 
respect to one or more current first-year Higher 
Education studies and constitutes at least 20% of a 
full-time first-year university course

• Are of a level for a high-achieving student and 
therefore is a clear advance on an identified VCE 
Unit 3 and 4 study and commensurate in workload 
with an additional VCE study

• Are of a level that will normally allow the student, 
on successful completion, to proceed to second year 
study at the Higher Education institution in that 
discipline.

To be eligible, students must have achieved a Study Score 
of at least 40 in a preparatory study, typically taken and 
completed in Year 11. 

The preparatory study should be in the same field as the 
proposed University study. Where no preparatory study is 
offered or where the Study Score is below 40, students may 
be selected on the basis of the Principal’s evaluation of 
their academic performance. Generally a B+ grade average 
or higher in all subjects would be expected.

LaTrobe University Wodonga offer VCE Extension courses 
as part of their VCE Plus program. Other courses can be 
completed externally at other campuses. 

For more information, please speak to the Head of 
Secondary or visit the La Trobe University and other 
Victorian University’s websites.

UNSCORED VCE
In some circumstances concerns may arise about a 
students’ ability to meet the requirements for a scored 
VCE. Removing the scored component allows teachers to 
use alternative methods of assessing a student’s ability to 
meet the outcomes of a course and therefore a greater 
chance of completing their VCE. This is called an ‘Unscored 
VCE’ and means a student may complete the VCE without 
sitting external exams or being scored on Unit 3/4 SACs.

Approval to undertake an Unscored VCE is generally only 
formalised in Year 12 (late Term 2 or early Term 3). Until 
then, students will be assessed according to normal VCE 
requirements. This enables us to get a more accurate 
measure of a students’ propensity for success in a scored 
VCE before considering an Unscored VCE.

If an Unscored VCE is approved and considered the best 
option, the student will still be required to:

• Meet the 90% VCE attendance requirements

• Complete all classwork and coursework set by the 
teacher

•  Satisfactorily demonstrate their understanding of all 
unit outcomes

Satisfactory demonstration of outcomes can be achieved 
using modified assessment methods in an Unscored 
VCE. Students may be given additional opportunities to 
demonstrate this understanding. Assessments will only be 
graded ‘Satisfactory’ (S) or ‘Not Satisfactory’ (N). 

Students who undertake an Unscored VCE will not be 
eligible to receive subject Study Scores or an ATAR and 
cannot apply for University immediately following Year 12. 
However, through the completion of alternative tertiary 
education pathways, the student may pursue University 
studies in the future.

If you would like to discuss an Unscored VCE, please speak 
to the Head of Secondary.
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Year 11 and 12 Pathways
VCAL (VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF 
APPLIED LEARNING) 

WORK, TAFE, APPRENTICESHIP POST-SCHOOL 
PATHWAY
Students typically enter VCAL at Year 11, but will receive 
credit for any VCE or VET subjects they’ve completed 
satisfactorily in Year 10. All VCAL students are required to 
be actively engaged in VCAL, VCE or VET classes, service or 
work placement for all lessons. There are no study periods 
for VCAL students. On rare occasions, students may enter 
VCAL at Year 10 but only after a rigorous review by senior 
staff. 

Structured Work Placements (SWP) are an optional but 
encouraged part of the VCAL. Students commence a 
SWP when they are deemed competent and a suitable 
placement can be secured for one day per week. This 
is accommodated in the timetable so students are not 
disadvantaged by missing classes wherever able. 

Generally the SWP is aligned with the VET studies 
the student undertakes. An SWP is different to Work 
Experience, as the student is given more responsibility and 
treated like an entry level worker. An SWP can sometimes 
lead into a School Based Apprenticeship or a full time 
apprenticeship after leaving school.

VCE (VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF 
EDUCATION)

WORK, TAFE, APPRENTICESHIP, UNIVERSITY POST-
SCHOOL PATHWAY
The ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) is 
calculated on a student’s six highest scaled Study Scores 
(Unit 3/4 subject scores). Therefore, we aim to ensure that 
all VCE graduates have at least six scores or equivalents 
that will contribute. Students may have more than six 
scores, the advantage being that only their best six scores 
will be used to determine their ATAR.

The College therefore expects all students undertaking 
the VCE, to complete a minimum of six subjects at Unit 3/4 
level by the end of Year 12. Many students will achieve this 
by completing five subjects in Year 12, having completed 
one Unit 3/4 subject whilst in Year 11. 

Our students may commence their VCE and VET studies 
in Year 10 and generally complete it over 3 years. Our 
pathways and options can be aspirational for students 
and are designed for flexibility and help to ensure that 
students have the best chance of achieving their highest 
possible academic results, whilst strengthening their 
citizenship and leadership skills. The table on the following 
page summarises subject loads possible at Victory in  
Years 10 - 12.

YEARS 10-12 PATHWAY SUMMARY

Core Year 10  
subjects

and optional one 
 VET Unit 1/2 subject

VCAL Pathway including  
at least one VET and  
one VCE/VET subject

 
 Voyage  

or Vetamorphus 
compulsory

VCAL Pathway including  
at least one VET and  
one VCE/VET subject

 
Compulsory Christian 

Service Activities

YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

V
C

A
L

Core Year 10  
subjects and

one VCE or

VET Unit 1/2 subject

One VCE or VET  
Unit 3/4 subject  

plus five Unit 1/2 subjects

 
 Voyage 

or Vetamorphus 
compulsory

At least five VCE/VET  
Unit 3/4 subjects

 
Compulsory Christian 

Service Activities

 Tr
ad

it
io

n
al
 V

C
E

A
cc

el
er

at
ed

 V
C

E

Core Year 10  
subjects and 

one VCE and

one VET Unit 1/2 subject

Five VCE/VET Unit 3/4 
subjects 

OR

Four VCE/VET Unit 3/4 
subjects PLUS student 

negotiated choice of one of 

1. My Academic Year

2. My Spiritual Year

3. My Service Year

for at least 4 periods per 
week.*

 
Compulsory Christian 

Service Activities

Core Year 10  
subjects and 

two VCE  
Unit 1/2 subjects

One VCE AND one VET  
Unit 3/4 subject 

plus four VCE/VET  
Unit 1/2 subjects

 
 Voyage  

or Vetamorphus 
compulsory

Two VCE Unit 3/4 subjects 

plus four VCE/VET  
Unit 1/2 subjects

 
 Voyage  

or Vetamorphus 
compulsory

* See following pages for details 
on the above pathways
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FAQ’s
CAN I TAKE 4 VCE SUBJECTS IN YEAR 12, WITHOUT 
A ‘YEAR 12 PATHWAY’?
No. The College expects that all Year 12 students have 
structured time equivalent to a 5-subject load. If you are 
eligible to and wish to take 4 subjects in Year 12, it must 
be in conjunction with a Year 12 Pathway for 4 lessons 
per week. The only exceptions to this are for students 
undertaking a School-Based Apprenticeship or who are 
involved in an elite program (e.g. National-level Sport 
squad) or equivalent.

My Year 12 Pathway 
(VCE Students Only)

Please note that no pathway will be approved, until a meeting with the VCE Coordinator / Head of Secondary / Year 11 
or 12 Pastoral Care Leader / Careers Coordinator has determined it is suitable. This means that in rare circumstances, 
students not meeting these requirements, may still be eligible for one of these pathways.

YEAR 11  
UNIT 3/4 RESULTS

NO SCALED STUDY 
SCORES OF 40+

ONE SCALED 
STUDY SCORE  
OF 40+

OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

Five VCE/VET Unit 3/4 subjects required in Year 12

NOTES

TWO SCALED 
SCORES OF 40+

OR AN AVERAGE 
SCALED SCORE  
OF 40+
(eg. scaled scores 
of 43 and 37 would 
average 40)

1. MY ACADEMIC YEAR
Undertake five Unit 3/4 subjects in Year 12 of their choice to further 
maximise their ATAR potential or for breadth of learning.

OR

Undertake four subjects plus a University extension subject as outlined 
above. Suitable for high-achieving students who love learning, a 
challenge and wish to maximise their ATAR potential. The extension 
subject could be in any academic field at the approval of the Head of 
Secondary and the nominated University.

2. MY SPIRITUAL YEAR
Undertake four Unit 3/4 subjects in Year 12 plus Vetamorphus and 
ministry activities for 4 lessons per week. Students who have already 
completed Vetamorphus in Year 11, may be able to undertake further 
study in ministry, or contribute 4 lessons per week to mission and 
ministry with the College Chaplain and team.

3. MY SERVICE YEAR
Undertake four Unit 3/4 subjects in Year 12, plus dedicated service 
involvement of 4 lessons per week within the College Community. 
The nature of the service should suit each individual’s strengths and 
interests and can be composed of a number of activities for example:

• College production and leadership

• Band/Choir involvement and leadership

• Assisting Primary students with literacy, numeracy, reading etc

• Music / Art assistance in classes (especially Primary)

The combination of service activities can be discussed with the Year 11 
or Year 12 Pastoral Care Leader, Head of Secondary School or Director 
of Teaching and Learning, but it must be the equivalent time of four 
lessons per week.

Undertake five VCE/VET Unit 3/4 subjects in Year 12

OR

Undertake four subjects plus an extension study through a University 
(e.g. La Trobe Plus pro-gram), giving both credit towards their VCE and 
ATAR as well as credit towards a future tertiary degree. Note that this 
study should be in the same academic field that their score of 40+ was 
achieved.

Suitable for students 
who seek extension, 
love learning or need 
to maximise their 
ATAR potential

Suitable for students 
with a passion for 
Christian ministry and 
youth work

Suitable for students 
with a passion for 
helping others, 
sharing their talents, 
leadership and service

Student 
Workload in 
Years 10-12
At Victory, we believe that personal excellence is an 
attainable goal for all students. Years 10 - 12 are structured 
to give students the best opportunity to do this, with the 
flexibility to cater for all student needs and pathways. Our 
underlying goals for all students by the end of Year 12 are:

• Achieve their best possible academic results

• Achieve entry into their desired vocational pathway or 
course

• Contribute actively within our community and develop 
our core values

• Enter the world as informed, balanced and active 
citizens

WON’T I DO BETTER IF I HAVE FEWER 
SUBJECTS, AND MORE TIME TO DEVOTE TO 
THEM?
There is little evidence to support this. Students 
undertaking 5 subjects (or equivalent), will 
generally have at least 7.5 periods of study 
per week already which is more than enough 
unstructured study time at school. Many University 
students struggle to avoid procrastination and 
complacency due to the amount of unstructured 
time they face. A 5-subject (or equivalent load) 
is already a reduced load and is more than 
manageable for students. Staying busy and 
organised is key to achieving high results.
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VCAL
(Victorian Certificate of  
Applied Learning) 

VCAL is based around the concept of ‘applied learning’ 
and it aims to harness students’ passions. This approach 
emphasises the relevance of the real world where students 
and teachers are often involved in project partnerships with 
organisations, community and individuals outside school. 
It provides students with the opportunity to undertake a 
study program where they will gain practical experience 
and employability skills as well as the skills they will need 
for further training in the workplace or TAFE.

  STRAND CURRICULUM OPTIONS  
   FOR EACH STRAND AT VLC IN 2020

Literacy VCAL Literacy Skills Unit 1 (Reading/Writing) 
   VCAL Literacy Skills Unit 2 (Oral Skills) 
 Numeracy VCAL Numeracy Skills

Industry VET certificates – see VET information  
Specific Skills on page 68

Work Related Work Related Skills Units 1 and 2 
Skills

Personal VCAL Personal Development Skills 
Development Units 1 and 2 
Skills

General VCE Business Management 
Credit VCE VCE Health and Human Development 
 Subjects VCE Studio Arts 
(Units 1 & 2 VCE Geography 
  only) VCE Drama 
   VCE Computing 
   VCE Psychology 
 
(Note: this is an indication only. Availability of suitable 
VCE subjects will be determined once 2020 lines are 
established).

These strands are integrated into the students’ project 
work and other ‘hands-on’ opportunities for learning.  An 
individual learning plan is devised for each VCAL student 
as part of the careers and subject counselling processes. 

STRUCTURED WORKPLACE LEARNING IN 
VCAL AND VET
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a valuable 
opportunity for a VCAL student to integrate on-the-job 
training with their VET program. Participating in SWL is 
NOT a compulsory part of the VCAL, however it is highly 
recommended.

VCAL students generally complete SWL one day per week 
in Terms 2, 3 and 4. The day is set by the College and 
negotiated with the employer. Each student is responsible 
for finding their own work placement, with assistance 
available from the VCAL Coordinator.

VCAL students may undertake SWL to demonstrate 
achievement or competence in some or all of the learning 
outcomes in the Work Related Skills and Personal 
Development Skills units of VCAL. Evidence to demonstrate 
that learning outcome/s have been met through a SWL 
must be collected and assessed by the VCAL provider.

Some VCE VET programs have a mandated SWL 
component. For further information about SWL see the 
VCAA website.

ENTRY INTO VCAL
For the majority of students, the VCE is the most 
appropriate senior pathway at Victory. 

For others, VCAL offers a more viable pathway towards 
the workforce, TAFE or other apprenticeship and training. 
Therefore students wishing to undertake VCAL must be 
able to demonstrate a mapped pathway to their chosen 
vocation or field that aligns with their course options. As 
well as this, the VCAL Coordinator (in liaising with the 
Director of Teaching and Learning and the appropriate 
Year Level Team Leaders) will review each student’s 
academic data (e.g. NAPLAN, On Demand Testing) before 
recommending or accepting students into VCAL. Entry into 
VCAL is subject to an application process (see below) and 
includes an interview with the student, family and relevant 
staff. Students for whom VCAL is not deemed the most 
appropriate pathway, will instead undertake a VCE, either 
scored or unscored.

HOW TO APPLY
1. Complete your subject 
selections for a VCE course

2. In your selections, 
choose the ‘Applying for 
VCAL’ option

3. Complete the VCAL 
Application form and 
submit it by Friday 2nd  
August

4. Families will be 
contacted by the VCAL 
Coordinator and a suitable 
meeting time arranged.

 
 > VCAL Application Form 

TEACH THE LEADERS  
OF OUR TOMORROW

VCAL PROGRAM 

 2020 Application Form

APPLICANT DETAILS

Name Year Level

Year Level Team Leader Caregroup

 EVIDENCE 

What are your post-school goals and pathway ambitions?

Explain reasons for requesting entry to VCAL?

Preferred VCAL entry level

List if you have completed a VET subject in 2019

List your VET subject preferences for 2020

How will this help you in your future goals?

What are your preferences for work experience/placement?

STUDENT AND PARENT DECLARATION  

Student Signature Date

Parent Signature Date

 OFFICE USE ONLY

Approval granted by VCAL Team? Date

If no, give brief explanation

Interview Time Date

PLEASE HAND IN THIS FORM TO THE VCAL CO-ORDINATOR BY FRIDAY 2ND AUGUST 2019
Copies of this application page are available on Student Café (Links) and Cirrus.

Yes  No

 Intermediate   Senior

WHAT MUST STUDENTS DO TO RECEIVE 
A VCAL QUALIFICATION?
A student is awarded a certificate when they gain credits 
for 10 units that fulfil the minimum requirements for 
their learning program. A credit is gained for successful 
completion of a unit of study. A unit of study can be:

• one VCAL unit

• one VCE unit

•  90 hours for VET modules or units of competence 
and/or Further Education (FE) modules.

A typical VCAL course at Victory involves students taking:

• VCAL Literacy

• VCAL Numeracy

• VCAL Personal Development Skills

• VCAL Work-Related Skills

• Two VET subjects OR one VET subject and one 
unscored VCE subject

It should be noted that VCAL students generally undertake 
VCE studies at Units 1 & 2 level only. 

For more information on VCAL please visit the VCAA 
website and read their Handbook on VCAL

> VCAA - VCAL Guide for Year 11 and 12 students 

VCAL LEVELS
There are 2 levels of VCAL offered at Victory Lutheran 
College: Intermediate and Senior. 

INTERMEDIATE
At Intermediate level, knowledge and employability skills 
development leads to independent learning, confidence 
and a high level of transferable skills. 

SENIOR
At Senior level, knowledge and employability skills 
development leads to a high level of interpersonal skills, 
independent action and achievement of tasks that require 
decision-making and leadership. 

Generally students begin and complete Intermediate at 
Year 11 and undertake Senior at Year 12. Following the 
successful completion of VCAL, students will receive a 
certificate and a Statement of Results which details the 
areas of study completed. 

We are also able to offer VCAL at Foundation level for 
some students, however this is only after consultation and 
advice from the VCAL Coordinator, relevant Team Leader 
and the Director of Teaching and Learning.

CURRICULUM STRANDS 
There are four compulsory strands in VCAL which has 
a variety of curriculum options, including VCAL specific 
subjects as well as VCE subjects. The curriculum options 
that fit within the VCAL structure at Victory are shown 
below:

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/digistorm-websites/vlc-au-vic-81-website/content/Documents/Curriculum/VCAL-Program-Application-2019.pdf?mtime=20180720155859
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vcal/Publications/Publications/vcalinfobooklet.aspx
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The VCE is a common credential for all students completing their secondary education. It is 
coordinated by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). Subjects have been 
organised into “studies” of four semester units. Units 1 and 2 are equivalent to Year 11 subjects. 
Units 3 and 4 are equivalent to Year 12 subjects. Units 3 and 4 must be done as a sequential pair.

VET  

 

VET are vocational courses that can be included as part of the VCE and 
are a compulsory component of the VCAL. These vocational studies 
(VET) may be in the area of a student’s interest or passion. 

VET subjects generally have equal status in the VCE with all other VCE 
subjects. A VET subject may offer scored assessment, in the form of a 
written examination, and provide a study score (selected programs only 
– referred to as VCE VET). 

Alternatively, a Block Credit Recognition of 10% increment towards the 
ATAR may be awarded, where a student has 5 or less other VCE or VCE 
VET Unit 3/4 studies.

VET offers students the opportunity to:

• Combine academic and vocational studies

• Explore career options and pathways

• Undertake learning in the workplace

• Undertake practical learning in an adult learning environment

• Gain a nationally recognised qualification, which contributes to 
completion of VCE

• Develop skills which will equip them for the workforce

VET subjects conducted off-campus may require students to travel 
independently from their home school to the host school or venue for 
weekly classes. 

It is a requirement of some VET courses that students participate in 
Structured Workplace Learning. This must be aligned to the course 
being studied and may have to be undertaken in the student’s own 
time.

Competency in a VET subject is based on successfully completing units 
of work and a set number of hours. On completion of the VET course a 
stand-alone, industry recognised certificate, or Statement of Attainment 
(accredited Australia wide) is awarded to the student. 

FEES
Additional fees apply to VET courses at other providers, who normally 
pass on the full cost of training to Victory. The College will generally 
subsidise part of the VET fee for off-campus VET programs, the 
amount subsidised is determined by the College Business Manager. The 
remaining VET costs will be added to the students fee statement. 

Students are expected to pay for their own tools, protective clothing 
and equipment as necessary. 

Fees incurred are different for each course and change from year-to-
year. For further information regarding external VET fees, it is important 
to speak to the VET Coordinator or Business Manager, as in some 
circumstances, these fees are substantial.

VET courses conducted on-campus attract a set levy – see individual 
subject descriptions.

VET COURSES
Victory students can have access to VET courses offered 
at Victory Lutheran College as well as through external 
providers. Generally VET programs are 2 year courses. 

Students will be charged full year’s VET levy if they leave a 
VET program after Week 4 of Term 1.

Speak to the VET Coordinator if interested.

VET COURSES AVAILABLE AT VICTORY INCLUDE: 
• SIS30513 Certificate III in Sport and Recreation

• 22338VIC Certificate II in Building and Construction 

• MSF20516 Certificate II in Furniture Making

• SIT20316 Certificate II in Hospitality

• SIT0416 Certificate II in Kitchen Operations

• 10432NAT Certificate III in Christian Ministry & 
Theology (Vetamorphus)

Note: VET courses run only when there is sufficient student 
interest.

HOW TO APPLY
Students wishing to undertake a VET program must complete 
the VET Application form and arrange to attend an interview 
with either the VET teacher (for VLC courses) or VET 
Coordinator (for external courses). Only College-endorsed VET 
Programs will be considered. 

If unsure whether a program is endorsed, see the VET 
Coordinator. 

 > VET Application Form 

1. Choose your preferred VET 
course as part of your VCE 
subject selections.

2. Fill in a VET Application 
form and meet with the 
appropriate teacher by Friday 
13th September. 

(Note: VET courses run only 
when there is sufficient 
student interest.)

SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIPS
School Based Apprenticeships (Traineeships) are becoming 
an important part of the curriculum for Years 10, 11 and 
12 students. Some examples of SBA’s include:

• Hospitality at the Commercial Club, Albury

• Automotive (Heavy Vehicle) at Twin City Trucks, 
Wodonga 

• A Business Traineeship with ANZ Bank.

How does it operate?

 > Go to Page 19  for further information. 

TEACH THE LEADERS  
OF OUR TOMORROW

VET PROGRAM 

2020 Application Form

APPLICANT DETAILS

Name Year Level

VET Program Venue

 STEP 1 - APPLY - Please explain your reasons for undertaking this VET Program and intended career pathway

 STEP 2  - BOOK AN INTERVIEW - Complete by 13th September 2019

Ensure you fully understand the nature and content of your chosen program, its requirements (coursework, 
assessment, work placement and transport) and the fees/levies associated with it. Arrange a time to meet with the 
relevant VET Teacher (on-campus programs) or VET Coordinator (off-campus programs) to discuss your suitability.

VET meeting with

Arranged for: Date Time

 STEP 3  - STUDENT AND PARENT DECLARATION  - Complete by 13th September 2019

I understand the nature and requirements of the requested VET Program and that selection in the program is at 
the discretion of the College. Victory accepts no responsibility for the transport arrangements for off-campus VET 
Programs. I agree to pay all levies (on-campus courses) and 50% of fees incurred by the College for off-campus 
courses as part of our College tuition fees. I understand that withdrawal from VET courses during the academic year 
will not result in full levy reimbursement. Any reimbursement is at the College’s discretion.

Student Signature Date

Parent Signature Date

 STEP 4  - VET INTERVIEW - Take this form to the interview - to be completed by VET Teacher / Coordinator

Does the student have a good understanding of the program and its content?

Is the program suitable to the students’ pathways and abilities?

Does the student understand the cut-off dates for enrolment and withdrawal from the  
VET course and associated fees?

Does the student understand how they will be assessed and what is required to successfully  
complete the program?

Is the student aware of the credit towards their VCE/VCAL this course can/cannot offer?

Is the student prepared to undertake trade blocks/work outside normal school hours?

Has the student provided a course/subject map for their proposed pathway?

Approval to enrol?

(Students must understand that this approval is conditional only and is subject  
to the College’s ability to timetable the program and positions being available in the class.)

VET Teacher/Coordinator Signature     Date

PLEASE HAND IN THIS FORM TO THE VET CO-ORDINATOR BY FRIDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2019

Copies of this form to be kept by the VET Teacher and VET Coordinator.  
Copies of this form are available on Student Café (Links) and Cirrus.

Yes  No

Yes  No

Yes  No

Yes  No

Yes  No

Yes  No

Yes  No

Yes  No

(Vocational Education and Training)

file:
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SUBJECT SELECTION – THINGS TO AVOID

DO NOT CHOOSE SUBJECTS BECAUSE OF FRIENDS 
OR WHO YOU THINK MAY BE TEACHING IT
Staffing changes from year to year. Your relationships with 
friends and teachers also change. Choosing subjects based 
on this is foolhardy and not recommended.

CHOOSING SUBJECTS BECAUSE THEY ‘SCALE’ UP
VTAC adjusts the Study Scores for each study to take 
account of how strong the students were in the study and 
how difficult it was to achieve the middle ranking. The 
strength of competition in each study is measured by how 
well the students performed in all their other studies. 

In each study, the Study Scores are adjusted so that the 
overall level of scores in that study matches the scores 
obtained by the same group of students in all of their 
other studies. 

However, in essence: a bad score in a difficult subject is 
unlikely to scale higher than a good score in an easier 
subject. 

More information on scaling and how Study Scores are 
calculated can be found on the VTAC website.

 http://www.vtac.edu.au/ 

 
SUBJECT SELECTION PROCESS
In July current Year 10 and 11 parents will receive 
information about the online subject selection process. 
Please read this handbook carefully before making your 
subject choices for 2020. If students or parents have 
questions regarding subject selection, please see the Year 
11 or Year 12 Pastoral Care Leader, Careers Coordinator or 
Head of Secondary. Specific subject questions should be 
directed to the relevant Faculty Coordinator or teacher.

Once subject selections close the information is used to 
generate a set of subject blocks, designed to satisfy as 
many student’s preferences as possible. 

Students should select subjects under the premise that they 
will study them for the entire year. Continuity and stability 
during the VCE is vital and changing a course mid-year is 
sometimes very difficult and can cause significant impact 
on a student’s overall program, goals and ATAR. 

It is inevitable that some subject combinations will not be 
able to be scheduled or some subjects originally offered 
will not run. In such cases, students may have to make a 
decision between two subjects that are blocked together, 
or choose an alternative. At times, this hurdle may be 
overcome by undertaking a subject via Distance Education, 
though this will attract additional fees.

If students are not able to take all preferred subjects, 
they are encouraged to speak to the Careers Coordinator 
or Head of Secondary if they are worried about how this 
might impact their future options. In almost all cases, 
alternate pathways can be found.

Students wishing to enrol in a Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) Program, either on-campus or off-campus 
will need to submit a VET Application form (p. 15) and 
should select a reserve VCE preference in case their 
application is denied.

SUBJECT SELECTION INTERVIEWS
Students entering Year 11 in 2020 will be asked to attend a 
subject selection interview with a senior teacher. Students 
can ask questions regarding their subject selections and 
pathway, to ensure they have made informed subject 
choices and considered a range of options. 

These interviews will be held THURSDAY 25TH JULY 2019.  
Students will need to have completed their initial 
selections prior to their interview.

CONTACTS
 General Enquiries 02 6057 5859

 Head of Secondary Tim Hartwich

 Director of Teaching & Learning Kathryn McAuliffe

 Year 10 Pastoral Care Leader Lisa Wilson

 Year 11 Pastoral Care Leader Belinda Murrell

 Year 12 Pastoral Care Leader Caroline Whittle

 Careers Advisor/VET Coordinator Janine Hallahan

 VCAL Coordinator Rachael Fenselau

 Christian Studies Coordinator Jonathan Schmidt

 English Coordinator Lucy Gibbs

 Mathematics Coordinator Kyel Easey

 Humanities Coordinator Joel Klemke

 Science Coordinator Michael Leverett

 Health/PE Coordinator Tanya Baker

 Arts/Tech/LOTE Coordinator Andrew Baker

 Sport Tasanee James

KEY DATES

MONDAY 22ND JULY 2019
Years 9-11 Subject Information Evening for students 
entering those years in 2020, starting at 6.30pm.

TUESDAY 23RD JULY 2019
Online subject selections open.

THURSDAY 25TH JULY 2019
Subject selection Interviews for students entering  
Year 11 in 2020.

FRIDAY 2ND AUGUST 2019
Subject selection forms and VCAL Applications forms due 
at the Administration Office by 9am.

FRIDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2019
VET Applications interview to be completed with relevant 
VET Teacher (VLC Courses) or VET Coordinator (External 
courses).

VCAL application interviews for new VCAL students will 
also be completed by this date.

PERSONAL INTEREST / ABILITY
Simply put, choose subjects you enjoy (or believe you will 
enjoy) and are good at. It is likely that these will be the 
VCE studies that will bring not only personal satisfaction 
and involvement, but also your best results. They will also 
help you stay motivated.

PREREQUISITE STUDIES
Prerequisites are subjects that must be completed at VCE 
level in order to gain direct entry into some University 
courses. Prerequisites are listed in VICTER. Usually these 
subjects must be completed at Units 3 and 4 level, but 
sometimes they are required only at Units 1 and 2 level. 
Prerequisites can be listed as specific studies or as a range 
of studies from which students can choose. Students 
who are unsure of what they wish to do post-school 
should choose a broad range of subjects to keep their 
options open. Typically, this should include at least one 
mathematics subject (Methods if capable) and at least one 
science. You may wish to use VTAC Prerequisite and Course 
Planner to assist you.

TEACHER ADVICE
Your subject teachers have a good idea of your ability and 
commitment in their subject and you should discuss your 
plans with them. Any recommendations they make should 
be carefully considered. 

CONSULT WITH OTHERS
You should also make sure you consult your parents, 
the Years 11 or 12 Pastoral Care Leader and Careers 
Coordinator. You need to be aware of all the implications 
of study choices.

TERTIARY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement of completing the VCE is not 
sufficient for tertiary selection. To be eligible for entry into 
a tertiary institution students must have:

• Satisfactorily completed the VCE

• Satisfactorily completed a Unit 3 & 4 English subject

• The correct prerequisites

• Completed scored assessment and received an ATAR

• Fulfilled any extra requirements such as attending 
interviews, preparing a pre-selection kit, preparing a 
folio or attending pre-selection tests

Throughout the process of selecting VCE subjects students 
should make extensive use of the resources available from 
the Careers Coordinator. Attendance at Open Days and 
Careers Expo’s will also help students become aware of 
their options. 

For further information regarding student workloads and 
subject combinations, please see the sample pathways 
grids on pages 78-81 of this Handbook.

 > Go to Sample Pathways 

Subject Selection
Whilst the prospect of subject selection can cause some anxiety, it is important to maintain a sense of perspective. 
Decisions made during this time should not be seen as career defining or channelling, life changing or character forming. 
Inappropriate subject selection could result in some frustration or short-term inconvenience. However, there are many 
pathways to achieving personal goals and parents and students are encouraged to maintain an open mind to future 
possibilities and consider all the advice and options given in this book and by teachers.

Whilst the formal requirements for tertiary course selection should not be the only element of a student’s choice of 
studies in Years 11 and 12, careful consideration of the implications of their study choices is needed. 

HOW TO CHOOSE
In choosing studies, current Year 10 and 11 students should consider the following:
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Careers
As students approach the senior years of schooling they 
begin to narrow their subject choices and plan career 
pathways. During this time, it is important for students to 
discuss career options with their parents, friends, family 
and teachers. To assist students with these career decisions 
we have developed a Careers program for students in 
Years 9 to 12.

In Year 9 students undertake community service and 
participate in programs such as the Rite Journey and 
the “World of Work”. This helps them to gain an 
understanding of the attributes and skills required to 
perform certain roles and occupations in society. It also 
helps students gain a better understanding of their 
strengths, weaknesses and talents.

In Year 10 students undertake Work Experience and 
attend a number of careers excursions such as Army Trades 
Day and the Health Expo.  They also have the opportunity 
to attend University Open Days and CSU MyDay tasters. 
Students are encouraged to explore a number of career 
pathways and engage in as many different career 
workshops as their studies permit. 

In Year 11 students attend a 4 day Melbourne Exploration 
camp, where they have the opportunity to attend a 
number of tertiary institutions such as Universities and 
TAFE’s.  All Year 11 students are encouraged to attend 
local, city and interstate Open Days and participate 
in career workshops. During the year students will 
have a one on one careers interview with the Careers 
Coordinator and set career goals and map future career 
pathways. Students also have the opportunity to attend 
summer school at a number of Melbourne Universities.

In Year 12 students receive intensive one on one careers 
counselling with the Careers Coordinator, senior teachers 
and their mentors. They attend TIS Day in June and 
have the opportunity to attend University and TAFE 
tasters at La Trobe, University of Melbourne, Wodonga 
TAFE and CSU. In Term 3 we assist students with their 
VTAC applications and look at alternative study/career 
pathways.

The College has a range of career information available 
both in hard and soft form located in the Argus Learning 
Centre. Careers updates and events are published in the 
Careers Newsletter and morning bulletin and emailed 
directly to all middle and senior students. Students and 
parents are also encouraged to use the many online 
resources available such as the Victory Lutheran College 
Careers website, MyFuture, the Good Careers Guide, 
VTAC, and individual University websites. 

Students and parents are always welcome to book a 
careers interview with me if they would like to discuss 
career options and pathways. 

Mrs Janine Hallahan 
Careers Coordinator

School Based Apprenticeships (Traineeships) are becoming 
an important part of the curriculum for Years 10, 11 and 12 
students. Some examples of School Based Apprenticeships 
include:

• Hospitality at the Commercial Club, Albury

• Automotive (Heavy Vehicle) at Twin City Trucks, 
Wodonga 

• A Business Traineeship with ANZ Bank.

HOW DOES IT OPERATE?
The student works as a paid employee (trainee rates) 
for the host employer under an agreement between the 
student, the employer and an Apprenticeship Centre such 
as ATEL or VECCI. The placement normally takes place 
during one school day and at other times as agreed. 
The student is also enrolled at TAFE or another training 
organisation. They will be assessed on the job by the 
training organisation and may:

• Do study at the TAFE

•  Have work provided by the TAFE to be completed in 
their own time

HOW DOES IT FIT INTO THE VCE?
When the required assessments are completed, the school-
based apprenticeship can count as unit 1/2 or 3/4 level 
units, depending on the certificate studied.

WHAT DOES THE STUDENT GAIN?
•  Paid employment and training in the chosen area of 

work

• A nationally recognized TAFE level Certificate

• As stated above, credit towards completing VCE or 
VCAL

• Credit towards an apprenticeship for those who go 
on to one

HOW DOES IT AFFECT OTHER CLASSES?
The student’s timetable may be organised to allow the 
work placement to take place. This may mean studying 
one less VCE subject.

WHO CAN DO IT? 
Students in Years 10, 11 or 12 who have turned 15.

School Based 
Apprenticeships

EXAMPLES OF CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE AS SCHOOL 
BASED APPRENTICESHIPS:
A wide range of other certificates can be undertaken as 
part of a School–Based Apprenticeship. These include:

• Certificate II in Automotive-Electrical, Automotive-
Heavy Vehicle Mobile Equipment

• Hairdressing, Hospitality and Certificate III in 
Carpentry

A CAUTION WITH SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIPS
The College cannot guarantee that any student who would 
like to do a School-Based Apprenticeship can do one.  To 
commence one, it requires an employer who:

• Is prepared to employ a student part-time on a 
trainee wage

• Selects a student who may be competing with other 
students for the position

Students are also required to have an interview with the 
Careers Coordinator to ensure they fully understand what 
is involved in undertaking a School-Based Apprenticeship. 
As a School–Based Apprenticeship takes 2 to 3 years to 
complete students will need to have mapped out a career 
pathway plan prior to undertaking their Apprenticeship.  
This is to ensure students have the opportunity to gain 
their VCE certificate as well as their TAFE and or SBA 
qualification at the end of their senior studies.

NOTE: Most School Based Apprenticeship and Traineeship 
students do not undertake scored assessment in the VCE 
due to the increased demands of work, structured training 
and schooling. Therefore, the attainment of an ATAR may 
be jeopardised by undertaking an SBA.

For more information visit the VCAA website

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vet/programs/sbnafaq.aspx
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Year 11 2020  
Subject Selection Record
It is recommended that you print this page and highlight your proposed subjects for 2020 as a record of your selections. 
Your course will consist of:

• English Units 1 and 2

• Voyage (Religion and Society Unit 2) OR Vetamorphus

• Five other subjects: highlight your choices from the lists shown below

WITHDRAWING FROM A UNIT
Students wishing to withdraw from a unit of study must first seek the advice of the subject teacher concerned and 
the appropriate Year Level Team Leader. If the decision is made to withdraw from the unit/subject, the student must 
complete the Change of Academic Program form. Once submitted, students must continue to attend classes until 
approval has been given. Final dates for withdrawal from units are:

END OF WEEK 4, TERM 1   Last day for withdrawal from Unit 1

END OF WEEK 2, TERM 3  Last day for withdrawal from Unit 2

END OF TERM 1   Last day for withdrawal from Units 3 & 4 as a sequence

END OF WEEK 1, TERM 3 Last day for withdrawal from Unit 4

YEAR 11 UNITS 1 & 2

Biology  Units 1 & 2

Business Management Units 1 & 2

Chemistry  Units 1 & 2

Applied Computing  Units 1 & 2

Drama Units 1 & 2

English  Units 1 & 2

Geography Units 1 & 2

Health and Human Development  Units 1 & 2 

History  Units 1 & 2

Indonesian Units 1 & 2

Legal Studies  Units 1 & 2

Literature  Units 1 & 2

Mathematics: General  Units 1 & 2

Mathematics: Methods  Units 1 & 2

Mathematics: Specialist  Units 1 & 2

Music Performance  Units 1 & 2 

Physical Education  Units 1 & 2

Physics  Units 1 & 2

Psychology Units 1 & 2

Religion and Society: Voyage  Unit 2

Studio Arts  Units 1 & 2

VCE VET Building & Construction Cert II (Units 1 & 2)

VCE VET Furniture Making Cert II (Units 1 & 2)

VCE VET Hospitality  Cert II (Units 1 & 2)

VCE VET Sport & Recreation Cert III (Units 1 & 2)

YEAR 12 UNITS 3 & 4

Biology  Units 3 & 4

Business Management  Units 3 & 4

Chemistry  Units 3 & 4

Applied Computing  Units 3 & 4

Drama Units 3 & 4

English  Units 3 & 4

Geography Units 3 & 4

Health and Human Development  Units 3 & 4 

History: Revolutions  Units 3 & 4

Indonesian  Units 3 & 4

Legal Studies  Units 3 & 4

Literature  Units 3 & 4

Mathematics: Further Units 3 & 4

Mathematics: Methods  Units 3 & 4 

Mathematics: Specialist Units 3 & 4

Music Performance  Units 3 & 4

Physical Education  Units 3 & 4

Physics  Units 3 & 4

Psychology  Units 3 & 4

Vetamorphus: Christian Ministry  Cert III (Units 3 & 4)

Studio Arts  Units 3 & 4

VCE VET Building & Construction  Cert II (Units 3/4)

VCE VET Furniture Making Cert II (Units 3/4)

VCE VET Hospitality/Kitchen Operations Cert II (Units 3/4)

VCE VET Sport & Recreation  Cert III (Units 3/4)

VCE / VET Scored Assessment 
Summary

SUBJECT SCHOOL ASSESSMENT EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

Biology  Unit 3 Coursework 16% Written examination 2 ½ hours  60% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 24%

Business Management Unit 3 Coursework 25% Written examination 2 hours 50% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 25%

Chemistry  Unit 3 Coursework 16% Written examination 2 ½ hours  60% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 24%

Applied Computing  Units 3/4 Coursework 20% Written examination 2 hours 50% 
 Units 3/4 SAT 30%

Drama Units 3/4 Coursework 40% Performance examination  35% 
   Written examination 1 ½ hours 25%

English  Unit 3 Coursework  25% Written examination 3 hours 50% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 25%

Geography Unit 3 Coursework  25% Written examination 2 hours 50% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 25%

Health & Human Development Unit 3 Coursework 25% Written examination 2 hours 50% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 25%

History: Revolutions Unit 3 Coursework 25% Written examination 2 hours 50% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 25%

Indonesian Unit 3 Coursework 25% Aural/written examination 15 minutes/  
 Unit 4 Coursework 25%  2 hours 50%

Legal Studies Unit 3 Coursework 25% Written examination 2 hours 50% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 25%

Literature Unit 3 Coursework  25% Written examination 2 hours 50% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 25%

Further Mathematics Units 3/4 Coursework 34% Written examination 1 1 ½ hours 33% 
   Written examination 2 1 ½ hours 33%

Mathematical Methods (CAS)  Units 3/4 Coursework 34% Written examination 1 1 hour 22% 
   Written examination 2 2 hour 44%

Specialist Mathematics Units 3/4 Coursework 34% Written examination 1 1 hour 22% 
   Written examination 2 2 hours 44%

Music Performance Units 3/4 Coursework 30% Performance examination  50% 
   Written & aural examination 1 ½ hours 20%

Physical Education  Unit 3 Coursework 25% Written examination 2 hours 50% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 25%

Physics  Unit 3 Coursework 21% Written examination 2 ½ hours  60% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 19%

Psychology  Unit 3 Coursework 16% Written examination 2 ½ hours  60% 
 Unit 4 Coursework 24%

Studio Arts  Units 3/4 Coursework 10% Written examination 1 ½ hours 30% 
 Units 3/4 SAT 60%

VCE VET Furnishing  Units 3/4 Coursework 66% Written examination 1 ½ hours 34%

VCE VET Hospitality  School-assessed tasks 66% Written examination 1 ½ hours 34%

VCE VET Kitchen Operations School-assessed tasks 66% Written examination 1 ½ hours 34%

VCE VET Sport & Recreation  School-assessed tasks 66% Written examination 1 ½ hours 34%

Note: Year 12 students are expected to 
take FIVE subjects unless approved for a 
“My Year 12 Pathway” program
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Flexible & Service 
Learning
FLEXIBLE LEARNING
All Years 11 and 12 students are involved in our Flexible 
Learning program each week. The program is published 
early in the school year and includes a range of compulsory 
and voluntary opportunities for students. 

At least one session (two periods) per fortnight is protected 
for SACs and assessment tasks to be conducted outside of 
the timetable class times. By taking some assessment out 
of the teaching and learning time to subjects, students 
typically receive upwards of an additional 25 hours per 
year of instructed learning.

Year 12 students without a scheduled SAC during this time 
are permitted to sign out with written parental permission 
and study at home. Year 11 students are required to 
remain at school, in the Argus Centre for their study or 
other Flexible Learning activity.

Throughout the year a range of compulsory seminars and 
other activities are scheduled for students during Flexible 
Learning. These change from year to year but typically 
include: 

• VCE Tutorials 

• Year 12 ‘Relationships Seminars’

• Careers information sessions

• Study Skills (modules that can be taken to 
improve specific areas of a students’ home study, 
organisation or exam technique)

• Recreation (a chance to unwind, relax and enjoy 
physical activity)

• Service Learning (see next section)

SERVICE LEARNING
“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here 
on earth.” Muhammad Ali

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the 
service of others.” Mahatma Gandhi

“The highest form of worship is the worship of unselfish 
Christian service. The greatest form of praise is the sound 
of consecrated feet seeking out the lost and helpless.” 
Billy Graham

WHAT IS SERVICE LEARNING?
Service is faith, active in love. Service involves the selfless 
giving and loving of others, making a difference in their 
lives by responding to their needs, and acting without 
expecting recognition or reward. Lutheran schools 
challenge students to grow in their understanding that 
service is not only a personal response to God’s love but 
a broader response as part of one’s humanity for the 
sake of justice for all. Therefore, students in a Lutheran 
school learn about serving and learn through serving. This 
concept is known as service learning. (LEA Service Learning 
in Lutheran Schools 2015).

Over the years, students at Victory have established 
a proud tradition of Service Learning and community 
involvement ranging from Service Learning tours to 
Nepal and Cambodia and with local organisations such as 
Carevan and Our Table to Yours. Our aim is to send our 
graduates into the world as skilled global citizens, instilled 
with the values of:

• Compassion

• Service

• Social Justice

• Diversity

• Civic Responsibility

Years 10 and 11 students will undertake at least one 
term of Service Learning (or equivalent) during the year. 
The opportunities available to them change from year 
to year, but typically students can choose from a range 
of on-campus activities (e.g. assisting Primary School 
students/classes) or off-campus activities (e.g. local park 
rejuvenations, Our Table to Yours). Service in community 
groups or organisations can be considered as student 
service learning. 

Year 12 students typically leave the College with a final act 
of community service on their last day of school.

VCE  
Subject 

Outlines
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Units 1 & 2

UNIT 1: HOW DO LIVING THINGS STAY ALIVE?

COURSE OUTLINE
•  How do organisms function?

Students examine the structure and functioning of cells 
and how the plasma membrane contributes to survival by 
controlling the movement of substances into and out of 
the cell. Although the internal structure of a cell varies, all 
cells require a relatively stable internal environment for 
optimal functioning.

• How do living systems sustain life?

Students examine the structural, physiological and 
behavioural adaptations of a range of organisms that 
enable them to survive in a particular habitat and to 
maintain a viable population size over time. Students 
consider the distinction between the external and 
internal environment of an organism and examine 
how homeostatic mechanisms maintain the internal 
environment within a narrow range of values for factors 
including temperature, blood glucose and water balance. 

•  Practical investigation

Survival requires control and regulation of factors within 
an individual and often outside the individual. In this 
area of study students design and conduct a practical 
investigation into the survival of an individual or a species.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Investigate and explain how cellular structures and 
systems function to sustain life.

• Explain how various adaptations enhance the 
survival of an individual organism, investigate the 
relationships between organisms that form a living 
community and their habitat, and analyse the 
impacts of factors that affect population growth.

• Design and undertake an investigation related to 
the survival of an organism or species, and draw 
conclusions based on evidence from collected data.

UNIT 2: HOW IS CONTINUITY OF LIFE MAINTAINED?

COURSE OUTLINE
•  How does reproduction maintain the continuity of 

life?

In this area of study students consider the need for the 
cells of multicellular organisms to multiply for growth, 
repair and replacement. They examine the main events of 
the cell cycle in prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells. Students 
become familiar with the key events in the phases of the 
cell cycle, and focus on the importance of the processes 
involved in a cell’s preparation for cell division.

Biology 
•  How is inheritance explained?

In this area of study students build on their 
understanding of the nature of genes and the use of 
genetic language to read and interpret patterns of 
inheritance and predict outcomes of genetic crosses. 
They gain an understanding that a characteristic or trait 
can be due solely to one gene and its alleles, or due to 
many genes acting together, or is the outcome of genes 
interacting with external environmental or epigenetic 
factors.

• Investigation of an issue

In this area of study students apply and extend their 
knowledge and skills developed in Areas of Study 1 and/
or 2 to investigate an issue involving reproduction and/
or inheritance.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit the student should be able to 

• Compare the advantages and disadvantages of 
asexual and sexual reproduction, explain how 
changes within the cell cycle may have an impact 
on cellular or tissue system function and identify 
the role of stem cells in cell growth and cell 
differentiation and in medical therapies.

• Apply an understanding of genetics to describe 
patterns of inheritance, analyse pedigree charts, 
predict outcomes of genetic crosses and identify 
the implications of the uses of genetic screening 
and decision making related to inheritance.

• Investigate and communicate a substantiated 
response to a question related to an issue in 
genetics and/or reproductive science.

ASSESSMENT
The award of satisfactory completion for this unit will be 
based on demonstrated achievement of the outcomes 
using set criteria and various methods.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
A pass in Year 10 Science.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Provides an important background for Biology Units 
3 and 4 and career pathways in biological sciences, 
physiology, environmental science, nursing, all areas of 
medicine and health.

 UNIT 3: HOW DO CELLS MAINTAIN LIFE?

COURSE OUTLINE
• How do cellular processes work?

In this area of study students focus on the cell as a 
complex chemical system. They examine the chemical 
nature of the plasma membrane to compare how 
hydrophilic and hydrophobic substances move across 
it. They model the formation of DNA and proteins 
from their respective subunits. The expression of the 
information encoded in a sequence of DNA to form a 
protein is explored and the nature of the genetic code 
outlined. 

• How do cells communicate?

In this area of study students focus on how cells receive 
specific signals that elicit a particular response. Students 
apply the stimulus-response model to the cell in terms 
of the types of signals, the position of receptors, and 
the transduction of the information across the cell to an 
effector that then initiates a response. Students examine 
unique molecules called antigens and how they elicit an 
immune response, the nature of immunity and the role 
of vaccinations in providing immunity.  

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain the dynamic nature of the cell in terms 
of key cellular processes including regulation, 
photosynthesis and cellular respiration, and 
analyse factors that affect the rate of biochemical 
reactions. 

•  Apply a stimulus-response model to explain 
how cells communicate with each other, outline 
human responses to invading pathogens, 
distinguish between the different ways that 
immunity may be acquired, and explain how 
malfunctions of the immune system cause 
disease.

UNIT 4: HOW DOES LIFE CHANGE AND RESPOND 
TO CHALLENGES OVER TIME?

COURSE OUTLINE
• How are species related?

In this area of study students focus on changes 
to genetic material over time and the evidence 
for biological evolution. Students examine how 
evolutionary biology and the relatedness of species is 
based upon the accumulation of evidence. They learn 
how interpretations of evidence can change in the light 
of new evidence as a result of technological advances, 
particularly in molecular biology. 

• How do humans impact on biological processes?

In this area of study students examine the impact 
of human culture and technological applications on 
biological processes. They apply their knowledge of the 
structure and function of the DNA molecule to examine 
how molecular tools and techniques can be used to 
manipulate the molecule for a particular purpose. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Analyse evidence for evolutionary change, explain 
how relatedness between species is determined, 
and elaborate on the consequences of biological 
change in human evolution.

• Describe how tools and techniques can be used 
to manipulate DNA, explain how biological 
knowledge is applied to biotechnical applications, 
and analyse the interrelationship between 
scientific knowledge and its applications in society.

• Design and undertake an investigation related to 
cellular processes and/or biological change and 
continuity over time, and present methodologies, 
findings and conclusions in a scientific poster.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
The award of satisfactory completion for Units 3 & 4 
will be based on demonstrated achievement of the 
Outcomes. School Assessed Coursework will contribute 
16% for Unit 3 and 24% for Unit 4 to the Study Score.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
An end-of-year examination which examines both Units 
3 and 4 will contribute 60% to the Study Score.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
A sound level of achievement in Units 1 and 2 Biology is 
advised. However, students who enter the study at Unit 
3 may need to undertake preparatory work based on 
Unit 1 and more particularly on Unit 2 as specified by the 
teacher.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Entry into pathways in biological sciences, physiology, 
environmental science, nursing, all areas of medicine and 
health and veterinary science.

Biology 
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UNIT 1: PLANNING A BUSINESS

COURSE OUTLINE
• The Business Idea

In this area of study students investigate how business 
ideas are created and how conditions can be fostered for 
new business ideas to emerge. Students explore some of 
the issues that need to be considered before a business 
can be established.

• External environment

In this area of study, students consider the factors 
from the external environment such as legal, political, 
social, economic, technological, global and corporate 
responsibility factors and the effects these may have on 
the decisions made when planning a business.

• Internal environment

In this area of study, students explore how the internal 
environment affects the approaches to and success of 
business planning, as well as external factors such as 
business models, legal business structures and staffing. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Describe how and why business ideas are created 
and developed, and explain the methods by 
which a culture of business innovation and 
entrepreneurship may be fostered.

• Describe the external environment of a business 
and explain how the macro and operating factors 
within it may affect business planning. 

• Describe the internal business environment and 
analyse how factors from within it may affect 
business planning.

ASSESSMENT
Will be developed from a range of learning activities 
including, but not restricted to, business simulation 
exercises, direct contacts with business, business research 
reports, development of a business plan, examinations 
and tests.

Business Management 
UNIT 2: ESTABLISHING A BUSINESS

COURSE OUTLINE
• Legal requirements and financial considerations

In this area of study, students are introduced to the legal 
requirements and financial considerations that are vital 
to establishing a business. 

• Marketing a business

In this area of study, students develop their 
understanding that marketing encompasses a wide 
range of management practices, from identifying the 
needs of the target market and establishing a brand 
presence. They also consider effective public relations 
(PR) strategies. 

• Staffing a business

In this area of study, students examine the staff 
requirements that will meet the needs and objectives of 
a business, and consider the opportunities that the skills 
and capabilities of staff can contribute, as well as the 
legal obligations that must be addressed in relation to 
staffing.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain the importance when establishing a 
business of complying with legal requirements 
and financial record keeping and establishing 
effective policies and procedures.

• Explain the importance of establishing a customer 
base and a marketing presence to achieve the 
objectives of a business, analyse and apply 
marketing and PR strategies.

• Discuss the staffing needs for a business 
and evaluate the benefits and limitations of 
management strategies in this area.

ASSESSMENT
Includes a range of learning activities including 
presentations, business reports, case studies, marketing 
reports and promotional exercises, and examinations.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
None.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Further study of Business Management Units 3 and 4 
and other related commerce subjects. TAFE courses 
in business. A solid understanding of the business 
environment in preparation for entry into the workforce.

UNIT 3: BUSINESS FOUNDATIONS

COURSE OUTLINE
In this unit students explored the key processes and 
issues concerned with managing a business effectively 
and efficiently to achieve business objectives. Students 
examine different types of business and their 
respective objectives. They consider corporate cultures, 
management styles and skills, and the relationship 
between each of these. Students investigate strategies 
to manage both staff and business operations to meet 
objectives.  

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

• Investigate potential conflicts between the 
different demands of stakeholders on a business 
and examine a range of management styles and 
skills. 

• Explain theories of motivations and apply them 
to a range of context, and analyse and evaluate 
strategies related to the management of 
employees.

• Analyse the relationship between business 
objectives and operations management, and 
propose and evaluate strategies to improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of business 
operations.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory completion will be based on demonstrated 
achievement of the above Outcomes. School Assessed 
Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25% to the final 
assessment.

UNIT 4: TRANSFORMING A BUSINESS

COURSE OUTLINE
In this unit students consider the importance of 
reviewing key performance indicators to determine 
current performance and the strategic management 
necessary to position a business for the future. Students 
study a theoretical model to undertake change, and 
consider a variety of strategies to manage change 
in the most efficient and effective way to improve 
business performance. They investigate the importance 
of leadership in change management. Using a 
contemporary business case study from the past four 
years, students evaluate business practice against theory.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

• Explain the way business change may come about, 
use key performance indicators to analyse the 
performance of a business, discuss the driving 
and restraining forces for change and evaluate 
management strategies to position a business for 
the future.

• Evaluate the effectiveness of a variety of 
strategies used by managers to implement 
change and discuss the effect of change on the 
stakeholders of a business. 

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory completion will be based on demonstrated 
achievement of the above Outcomes. 

School Assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 
25% to the final assessment.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
A two-hour end-of-year examination which examines 
both Units 3 and 4 will contribute 50% to the final 
assessment.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Units 1 and 2 Business Management recommended but 
not essential.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
University and TAFE courses in commerce, marketing, 
hospitality, tourism, sports management, human 
resource management, event management and general 
business management.

Business Management



PAGE | 29

Units 3 & 4

2020 SENIOR CURRICULUM HANDBOOK - VCE / VET / VCAL 

Units 1 & 2

UNIT 3: HOW CAN CHEMICAL PROCESSES BE 
DESIGNED TO OPTIMISE EFFICIENCY? 
In this unit students explore energy options and the 
chemical production of materials with reference to 
efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation of their 
impact on the environment. This includes evaluating 
different chemical energy resources, including fossil 
fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells and fuel cells. Students 
will analyse manufacturing processes with reference to 
factors that influence their reaction rates.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Energy production

• Chemical yield optimisation

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Compare fuels quantitatively with reference to 
combustion products and energy outputs, apply 
knowledge of the electrochemical series and 
evaluate energy resources.

• Apply rate and equilibrium principles to predict 
how the rate and extent of reactions can be 
optimised, and explain how electrolysis is involved 
in the production of chemicals and batteries.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory completion will be based on demonstrated 
achievement of the above Outcomes. School Assessed 
Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 16% to the final 
assessment.

UNIT 4: HOW ARE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS 
CATEGORISED, ANALYSED AND USED?
In this unit students investigate the vast range of 
carbon compounds that constitute both living tissue 
and those found in fuels, foods, medicines and many 
of the materials we use in everyday life. Students will 
investigate key food molecules through an exploration 
of their chemical structures.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Organic reaction pathways and instrumentation

• Chemistry of food

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 

• Compare the general structures and reactions 
of the major organic families of compounds, 
including the use of instrumentation.

• Distinguish between the chemical structures of 
key food molecules, analyse the chemical reactions 
involved in metabolism of food and calculate the 
energy content of food using calorimetry.

• Design and undertake a practical investigation 
related to energy and/or food, and present 
methodologies, findings and conclusions in a 
scientific poster.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory completion will be based on demonstrated 
achievement of the above Outcomes. School Assessed 
Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 24% to the final 
assessment.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
An end-of-year examination which examines both Units 
3 and 4 will contribute 60% to the final assessment.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
A sound level of achievement in Units 1 and 2 Chemistry 
is required.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Chemistry is an important subject for further study in 
the fields of science, engineering, biological sciences, 
environmental science and all areas of medicine. 

Chemistry
UNIT 1: HOW CAN THE DIVERSITY OF MATERIALS 
BE EXPLAINED?
This unit examines the chemical properties of a range 
of materials from metals and salts to polymers and 
nanomaterials.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Properties of Matter

This area focuses on the historical development of 
atomic theory and the relationship of this to the Periodic 
Table of the elements. It explores the link between the 
electronic structure of elements and the various types of 
chemical bonding. This leads into chemical formulae and 
reactions.

• Materials

Students investigate the nature of metals and their 
properties, including metallic nanomaterials.  They apply 
their knowledge of electronic structures to examine ionic 
compounds and to quantify atoms and compounds.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Relate the position of elements in the periodic 
table to their properties and investigate structure 
and properties of matter.

• Investigate and explain the properties of carbon 
compounds and molecular substances with 
reference to their structures and bonding.

• Research a particular area of investigation from 
the ten options provided.

ASSESSMENT
A selection from:

• Extended experimental investigation

• Practical reports

• Response to stimulus

• Test

• Media response

• Data analysis

• Independent investigation (Outcome 3)

• Semester Examination 

Chemistry 
UNIT 2: WHAT MAKES WATER A UNIQUE 
CHEMICAL?
Students will explore the physical and chemical properties 
of water, the reactions that occur in water and various 
methods of water analysis.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Substances interacting with water

This area focuses on the properties of water and the 
reactions that take place in water including acid-base, 
precipitation and redox reactions. Students relate the 
properties to a water molecule’s structure and polarity.

• How are substances in water measured and 
analysed

This area focuses on the use of analytical techniques, 
including colorimetry, AAS, HPLC, to measure the 
solubility, concentrations and pollutants in water samples. 
The concept of molarity and stoichiometry is introduced. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Relate the properties of water to its structure 
and bonding and explain the importance of the 
properties and reactions of water in selected 
contexts.

• Measure amounts of dissolved substances in 
water and analyse water samples for salts, organic 
compounds and acids and bases.

• Design and undertake a quantitative investigation 
related to water quality, and draw conclusions 
based on evidence from collected data. 

ASSESSMENT
A selection from:

• Extended experimental investigation

• Practical reports

• Response to stimulus

• Modelling activity

• Presentations

• Semester Examination 

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Good passes at Year 10 Science and Mathematics. 

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Chemistry provides a vital science background for Units 
3 and 4 science subjects, many tertiary courses and a 
number of occupations. 
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UNIT 3: DATA ANALYTICS 
In this unit students apply the problem-solving 
methodology to identify and extract data through the 
use of software tools such as database, spreadsheet and 
data visualisation software to create data visualisations 
or infographics. Students develop an understanding  
of the analysis, design and development stages of the 
problem-solving methodology. 

 OUTLINE OF COURSE 
• Data Analytics  

In this area of study students access, select and extract 
authentic data from large repositories. They manipulate 
the data to present findings as data visualisations in 
response to teacher-provided solution requirements 
and designs. Students develop software solutions using 
database, spreadsheet and data visualisation software 
tools to undertake the problem-solving activities in the 
development stages of manipulation, validation and 
testing. 

• Data Analytics: Analysis and Design   

In this area of study students, individually, determine 
and propose a research question and collect and analyse 
data. This is the first part of the School-assessed Task 
(SAT), involving analysis and design. Students prepare 
a project plan, taking into account all stages of the 
problem-solving methodology. 

OUTCOMES 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

• respond to teacher-provided solution 
requirements and designs to extract data from 
large repositories, manipulate and cleanse 
data and apply a range of functions to develop 
software solutions to present findings. 

• propose a research question, formulate a 
project plan, collect and analyse data, generate 
alternative design ideas and represent the 
preferred design for creating infographics or 
dynamic data visualisations. 

UNIT 4 OUTLINE OF COURSE 
In this unit students focus on determining the findings 
of a research question by developing infographics or 
dynamic data visualisations based on large complex 
data sets and on the security strategies used by an 
organisation to protect data and information from 
threats. 

• Data Analytics: Development and Evaluation   

In this area of study students develop the design they 
prepared in Unit 3, Area of Study 2, into infographics or 
dynamic data visualisations that address a research topic 

or question by applying the problem-solving stages of 
development and evaluation 

• Cybersecurity: Data and Information Security 

In this area of study students focus on data and 
information security and its importance to an 
organisation. Students investigate security strategies 
used by an organisation to manage the storage, 
communication and disposal of data and information 
in their networked environment. They examine the 
threats to this data and information, and evaluate the 
methods an organisation uses to protect their data 
and information. Students consider the consequences 
for an organisation that fails to protect their data and 
information. They recommend strategies to reduce the 
threats to data and information, taking into account the 
key legal requirements and any ethical issues faced by 
the organisation. 

OUTCOMES 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

• develop and evaluate infographics or dynamic 
data visualisations that present findings in 
response to a research question, and assess the 
effectiveness of the project plan in monitoring 
progress. 

• respond to a teacher-provided case study to 
investigate the current data and information 
security strategies of an organisation, examine the 
threats to the security of data and information, 
and recommend strategies to improve current 
practices. 

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 
Unit 3 Course Work (SAC) 10% 

Unit 4 Course Work (SAC) 10% 

Unit 3 & 4 SAT 30% 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  
A two hour end-of-year examination which examines 
both Units 3 and 4 will contribute 50% to the final 
assessment.  

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS 
Useful for students contemplating a career in computer 
science, information systems, business, systems 
engineering, robotics, linguistics, logistics, database 
management and software development, and for careers 
in digital-technologies based areas such as information 
architecture, web design, business analysis and project 
management. 

Applied Computing
VCE Applied Computing focuses on the strategies and 
techniques for creating digital solutions to meet specific 
needs and to manage the threats to data, information 
and software security. The study examines the attributes 
of each component of an information system including 
people, processes, data and digital systems (hardware, 
software, networks), and how their interrelationships 
affect the types and quality of digital solutions.

VCE Applied Computing provides students with 
opportunities to acquire and apply knowledge and 
skills to use digital systems efficiently, effectively 
and innovatively when creating digital solutions. 
Students investigate legal requirements and ethical 
responsibilities that individuals and organisations have 
with respect to the security and integrity of data and 
information. Through a structured approach to problem 
solving, incorporating computational, design and 
systems thinking, students develop an awareness of the 
technical, social and economic impacts of information 
systems, both currently and into the future. 

UNIT 1 OUTLINE OF COURSE  
• Data Analysis  

In this area of study students use software tools to create 
data visualisations in response to teacher-provided 
requirements and designs. The software tools are used 
for the collection, interpretation and manipulation of 
data to draw conclusions and create data visualisations 
that represent their findings. Data visualisations could 
include charts, graphs, histograms, maps, network 
diagrams and spatial relationships diagrams. 

• Programming 

In this area of study students use a programming 
language to create a working software solution in 
response to teacher-provided solution requirements. 
Students apply the problem-solving stages of design, 
development and evaluation to develop the solution. 

OUTCOMES 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

• interpret teacher-provided solution requirements 
and designs, collect and manipulate data, analyse 
patterns and relationships, and develop data 
visualisations to present findings. 

• to interpret teacher-provided solution 
requirements to design, develop and evaluate a 
software solution using a programming language. 

UNIT 2 OUTLINE OF COURSE 
• Innovative Solutions 

In this area of study students work collaboratively to 
develop an innovative solution to an identified need or 
opportunity. They apply all stages of the problem-solving 

Applied Computing
methodology to investigate the use of digital devices and 
emerging technologies and their applications. 

• Network Security  

In this area of study students investigate how networks 
enable data and information to be exchanged locally and 
globally. Students examine the hardware and software 
components and procedures required to connect and 
maintain wired, wireless and mobile communications 
technology. They apply this knowledge to design a Local 
Area Network (LAN), describe its components and explain 
the transmission of data and information in this network. 
Students develop an understanding of cybersecurity 
issues when they investigate the threats, vulnerabilities 
and risks to data and information stored within and 
transmitted across networks, and propose strategies for 
reducing security risks. 

OUTCOMES 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

• in collaboration with other students, analyse, 
design, develop and evaluate an innovative 
solution to an identified need or opportunity 
involving a digital system. 

• respond to a teacher-provided case study to 
examine the capabilities and vulnerabilities of a 
network, design a network solution, discuss the 
threats to data and information, and propose 
strategies to protect the security of data and 
information. 

ASSESSMENT  
Assessment tasks are selected from the following: 

• a presentation (oral, multimedia, visual) of an 
innovative solution 

• a written report 

• an annotated visual report 

• a case study with structured questions 

• the design of a wireless network or a working 
model of a wireless network. 

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS 
Applied Computing provides a vital background for 
Units 3 and 4 Data Analytics and Software Development. 
Useful for students contemplating a career in computer 
science, information systems, business, systems 
engineering, robotics, linguistics, logistics, database 
management and software development, and for careers 
in digital-technologies based areas such as information 
architecture, web design, business analysis and project 
management. 
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Unit 2 Religion & Society

Voyage  
This is a one year course designed around the VCE 
Religion and Society Unit 2, whilst also looking at 
preparing students for their life outside of school. This 
course contributes to their overall VCE through the study 
of: Unit 2 Religion and Ethics. 

COURSE OUTLINE
Students take the next stage of their journey to 
adulthood by engaging in a variety of learning activities, 
service and self-reflection on how they can make a 
difference in the world around them, in the physical and 
spiritual sense. Voyage begins in Year 11 and ultimately 
ends upon completion of Year 12 when they start their 
next stage of life, outside of school.

In this Unit students are posed with questions like:

• How do we know what is good? 

• How do we make decisions in situations where it 
is unclear what is good or not good? 

• Do we accept what society defines as good? 

• Do we do what feels right? 

• Or do we rely on a definition of what is good 
from a religious tradition? 

• What are the principles that guide decision 
making?

In doing so students learn about ethics and how 
different cultures and beliefs alter the way in which 
people view decision. Students will be actively involved 
in hands-on learning activities, service learning, times of 
reflection and opportunities to connect with themselves, 
with their peers and the wider community. Ultimately 
leaving the students with greater knowledge and better 
equipped to face life outside of school. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain the variety of influences on ethical 
decision making and moral judgment in societies 
where multiple worldviews coexist.

• Explain how ethical perspectives and moral 
judgments are formed within at least two 
religious traditions, in societies in which multiple 
worldviews coexist.

• Explain two or more debates on ethical issues in 
societies in which multiple worldviews coexist.

• Show an understanding of the part they can 
play in making a difference to the lives of those 
around them and be accepting and respectful for 
the various beliefs, values and morals of others. 

• Participate effectively in learning activities and 
evaluate their own actions when responding to 
different situations. 

ASSESSMENT
Assessment in this unit may include one or more of the 
following:

• Debates and/or Oral Presentations

• Written Reflections via Online Forums

• Active participation and engagement in service 
learning 

Voyage is a compulsory subject for all Year 11 students 
except for those undertaking the Vetamorphus course. 
Students will be expected to undertake a full load of 6 
subjects plus Voyage. 

Vetamorphus
CERTIFICATE III - CHRISTIAN MINISTRY & THEOLOGY (10432NAT)

Christian Studies

COURSE OUTLINE
Vetamorphus is designed for students who are wishing 
to explore and develop in the Christian faith in a 
practical, hands-on way. This course is optional for 
students.

UNITS
• Identify how Christian Scripture, life and practice 

are understood today

• Identifies theological data

• Identifies a range of data within a theological 
theme or issue

• Identifies new theological insights

•  Identifies theological knowledge in relation to the 
Christian way of life

• Communicate theology in everyday language

• Support group activities

• Contributes to team effectives

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
Vetamorphus is made up of 6 key components: 

• Peer group meetings

• Bible readings and journaling

• Being mentored

• Participating in Christian community

• Participating in three weekend retreats with other 
students

• Being involved in mission/ministry.

Vetamorphus contributes to your VCE as a Unit 3/4 
sequence. On completion of the program, students are 
eligible to apply for ATAR credit under the ‘Block Credit’ 
system. It will contribute as a 5th or 6th subject and 
therefore give a 10% average of your primary four study 
scores towards your ATAR.

STUDY LOAD
Vetamorphus is delivered online. Students undertake it 
in place of Voyage and will need to use some of their 

own study time and Flexible Learning time to complete 
it.  Fortnightly mentoring/assistance will be provided by 
the College. Students may choose to complete either 5 or 
6 subjects plus this course.

LEVY
A fee of $772.50 per Semester is applicable for this 
course. The College will offer some support towards this 
based on student numbers. 

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Ministry and theological studies.
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Drama
UNIT 1: INTRODUCING PERFORMANCE STYLES

COURSE OUTLINE
• Creating a devised performance 

Students use play-making techniques to devise and 
develop solo and/or ensemble performances based on 
stimulus material relevant to their personal, cultural and/
or community experiences and stories. Students explore 
a range of performance styles and draw on ideas as they 
respond to a given structure and stimulus material. 

• Presenting a devised performance

Students present to an audience a devised solo and/or 
ensemble drama works based on a range of stimulus 
material relevant to the student’s personal, cultural 
and/or community experiences and stories. They also 
begin to explore and develop skills in establishing and 
maintaining an appropriate actor–audience relationship. 

• Analysing a devised performance

Students reflect upon and document work processes 
using appropriate drama terminology. They demonstrate 
development of the use of expressive skills, performance 
skills, stimulus material, dramatic elements, conventions, 
production areas, performance styles, and approaches to 
character and roles. 

• Analysing a professional drama performance

Students observe and analyse a performance by 
professional drama performers. They build their 
experience of how dramatic elements, conventions, 
performance styles, production areas, and expressive and 
performance skills can be manipulated to communicate 
meaning in performance. Students learn about ways 
of establishing, sustaining and manipulating actor–
audience relationships. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit the student should be able 
to: 

• Devise and document solo and/or ensemble 
drama works based on experiences and/or stories. 

• Perform devised drama works to an audience. 

• Analyse the development, and the performance 
to an audience, of their devised work.

• Analyse the presentation of ideas, stories 
and characters in a drama performance by 
professional or other drama practitioners.

ASSESSMENT
Student must demonstrate the set of above outcomes. 
A range of assessment techniques including journals, 
performances (solo and ensemble), presentations, 
structured questions and analyses can be used.

UNIT 2: AUSTRALIAN IDENTITY

COURSE OUTLINE
• Using Australia as inspiration

Students explore the use of a range of stimulus material 
to create a performance based on a person, an event, 
an issue, a place, an artwork, a text and/or an icon from 
a contemporary or historical Australian context. As they 
work with stimulus material and a performance structure, 
students explore and experiment with ways that play-
making techniques, expressive skills, performance skills, 
dramatic elements, conventions, performance styles and 
production areas may be used to realise the dramatic 
potential of stimulus material and shape dramatic action. 

• Presenting a devised performance

Students present a performance to an audience of a devised 
work based on a person, an event, an issue, a place, an 
artwork, a text and/or an icon from an Australian context. 

• Analysing a devised performance

Students observe and analyse their own performance 
work completed in Outcomes 1 and 2. They reflect on and 
articulate the ways they used play-making techniques and 
processes to explore and to extract the dramatic potential of 
the stimulus material. 

• Analysing an Australian drama performance

Students observe and analyse a performance by professional 
drama performers. They use appropriate drama terminology 
to explain, analyse and evaluate how the use of dramatic 
elements, conventions, performance styles, production 
areas, expressive skills, performance skills, and the actor–
audience relationship may be manipulated to communicate 
meaning in performance. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

• Devise and document the processes used to create a 
solo or ensemble performance that reflects an aspect 
or aspects of Australian identity and contemporary 
drama practice.  

• Present a devised performance that reflects aspects of 
Australian identity and contemporary drama practice.

• Analyse the development, and performance to an 
audience, of their devised work.

• Analyse and evaluate a performance of a drama work 
by Australian practitioners.

ASSESSMENT
Student must demonstrate the set of above outcomes. 
A range of assessment techniques including journals, 
performances (solo and ensemble), presentations, structured 
questions and analyses can be used.

Drama
UNIT 3: DEVISED ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE 

COURSE OUTLINE
• Devising and presenting ensemble performance

Students develop and present a devised ensemble 
performance. They examine the work of a range of 
drama practitioners working in selected performance 
styles to explore how dramatic work is created. Students 
work with given stimulus material and guidelines 
that provide a starting point for the structure of a 
performance. They apply their knowledge of ways other 
drama practitioners work to devise and shape their work 
to communicate meaning and to have an impact on their 
audience in specific and intentional ways. 

• Analysing a devised ensemble performance

Students analyse the ensemble performance devised 
in Outcome 1. They describe, reflect upon, interpret, 
analyse and evaluate the construction and performance 
of this ensemble performance. They analyse the 
selection, use and manipulation of conventions 
(including application of symbol and transformation of 
character, time and place), dramatic elements, expressive 
skills, performance skills, play-making techniques, 
production areas and selected performance styles. 

• Analysing and evaluating a professional drama 
performance

Students analyse and evaluate a professional drama 
performance selected from the prescribed VCE Drama 
Unit 3 Playlist. Students analyse the actors’ use of 
expressive and performance skills to represent character 
and to communicate meaning in the performance. They 
consider how the actor–audience relationship is created 
and manipulated and analyse and evaluate how the 
conventions, dramatic elements, production areas and 
performance styles are used in the performance. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

• Develop and present characters within a devised 
ensemble performance that goes beyond a 
representation of real life as it is lived. 

• Analyse the use of processes, techniques and 
skills to create and present a devised ensemble 
performance. 

• Analyse and evaluate a professional drama 
performance.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
School Assessed Coursework contributes 30% to the 
study score. Assessment will also include development 
and presentation of a performance, oral presentation 
and written responses to structured questions.

UNIT 4: DEVISED SOLO PERFORMANCE 

COURSE OUTLINE
• Demonstrating techniques of solo performance

Students explore, and develop skills in, play-making 
techniques in the development of a short solo 
performance. They demonstrate application of symbol 
and transformation of character, time and place. 
Teachers provide stimulus material appropriate to the 
size of the task, such as a person, an event, an issue, a 
place, an image, a quotation, lyrics, a sound or an icon. 
The focus is on acting.

• Devising a solo performance

Students create and develop a solo performance in 
response to a prescribed structure. They draw on an 
understanding of performance styles from a range of 
historical, cultural and social contexts. 

• Analysing and evaluating a devised solo 
performance

Students use appropriate drama terminology to analyse 
and evaluate the creative processes used in the creation, 
development and presentation of a solo performance 
in response to a prescribed structure. Students draw 
on examples of conventions, including application of 
symbol and transformation of character, time and place, 
dramatic elements, performance skills, performance 
styles, production areas and use of stimulus material. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

• Demonstrate, in response to given stimulus 
material, application of symbol and 
transformation of character, time and place, and 
describe the techniques used. 

• Create, develop and perform a solo performance 
in response to a prescribed structure. 

• Analyse and evaluate the creation, development 
and presentation of a solo performance devised in 
response to a prescribed structure. 

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
School Assessed Coursework contributes 10% to 
the study score. It will include a 1-2 minute solo 
demonstration, an oral or written statement and an oral 
presentation and/or structured questions.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also 
assessed by an end-of-year performance examination 
(35%) and an end-of-year written examination (25%). 
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Text study and reading continues with four texts chosen 
for study, including at least one Australian text. Students 
continue to develop their critical thinking regarding 
topical media issues and present complex ideas and 
information to an audience depicting their chosen aim 
and audience. 

• Analyse how authors of texts create meaning 
and the different ways in which texts can be 
interpreted.

• Develop competence in creating written texts, 
particularly sustained text responses and timed 
responses.

• Analyse using language to persuade both orally 
and in writing.

• Create and compare texts across Units 3 & 4. 
Students will take into account context, audience 
and purpose of texts in the creation of analytical, 
creative persuasive and comparative texts.

UNIT 3 OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Develop and justify a detailed interpretation 
and evaluation of one or more selected texts-
analytical and creative response.

• Discuss in detail the ideas, experiences and issues 
dealt with in a selected text and in current media 
texts - written Language Analysis. 

• Communicate complex ideas and information 
effectively in writing for different audiences and 
purposes.

UNIT 4 OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Develop and justify a detailed interpretation 
and evaluation of one or more selected texts- 
comparative response.

• Analysis of persuasive language and opinionative 
writing for oral presentation. Including a written 
statement of intention for oral presentation.  

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
• School Assessed Coursework for Unit 3 contributes 

25% to the Study Score

• School Assessed Coursework for Unit 4 contributes 
25% to the Study Score

• An oral presentation is a compulsory assessment 
task in Unit 4.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
• A 3 hour end-of-year examination which examines 

both Units 3 and 4 will contribute 50% to the 
final assessment.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
There are no prerequisites for English Units 3 and 4. 
Students should remember that English, or equivalent, is 
a compulsory requirement of the VCE.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
The study of English at a tertiary level and is useful for 
tertiary and further education.

English
The study of English encourages the development of 
literate individuals capable of critical and imaginative 
thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. There 
is a strong focus on the ability to communicate ideas, 
feelings, observations and information effectively, both 
orally and in writing, to a range of audiences.

• Read a range of texts, with comprehension, 
enjoyment and discernment.

• Develop competence and confidence in writing, 
particularly sustained text responses and timed 
responses.

• Develop an understanding of oral language in 
different contexts.

• Discuss and analyse the ideas, themes and issues in 
set texts, and construct a range of responses.

In all Areas of Study, students are required to 
demonstrate the achievement of the outcomes.  Both 
Units 1 and 2 develop the same areas of study, preparing 
students for English Units 3 and 4. The focus, to develop 
students’ competence and extend skills through 
thinking, listening, speaking, reading and writing.

UNIT 1
The focus of this unit is the reading and creating of 
texts, in order to comprehend, appreciate and analyse 
the ways in which texts are constructed and interpreted. 
Students will develop competence and confidence 
in creating written and oral. Students will focus on 
analytical, comparative, creative and persuasive writing 
styles.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Identify and discuss key aspects of a set text, and 
to construct a response in oral or written form.

• Create and present texts taking account of 
audience, purpose and context.

• Identify and discuss, either in writing and/or 
orally, how language can be used to persuade 
readers and/or viewers.

English
UNIT 2
The focus of this unit is the reading and comparing 
of texts. Students analyse the ways in which texts are   
constructed and interpreted, and on the development of 
competence and confidence in creating written, oral or 
multi modal texts.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Discuss and analyse how texts convey ways of 
thinking about the characters, ideas and themes, 
and construct a response in oral or written form.

• Create and present texts taking account of 
audience, purpose and context.

• Identify and analyse how language is used in a 
persuasive text and to present a reasoned point of 
view in an oral or a written form.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment tasks may vary and students’ demonstration 
of achievement of each outcome listed may include:

• Analytical responses

• Oral AND written responses – including written 
statement of intention

• Creative responses to texts

• Argumentative and persuasive writing  

• Semester examinations

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
There are no prerequisites for English Units 1 & 2. 
Students should remember that English, or equivalent, is 
a compulsory requirement of the VCE.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
To the study of English Units 3 and 4 and/or Literature 
Units 3 and 4.
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UNIT 3: CHANGING THE LAND

COURSE OUTLINE
• How has the change of land use had an affect on 

the environment?

In this area of study students select a local area and 
use appropriate fieldwork techniques and secondary 
sources to investigate the processes and impacts of land 
use change. This change may have recently occurred, is 
underway or is planned for the near future.

• How has the change of land cover had an affect 
on the environment?

In this area of study students undertake an overview 
of global land cover and changes that have occurred 
over time. They investigate three major processes that 
are changing land cover: deforestation, desertification 
and melting glaciers and ice sheets. They analyse these 
processes, explain their impacts on land cover and discuss 
responses to these land cover changes at three different 
locations in the world – one location for each process. 
They also evaluate three different global responses to 
the impacts of land cover change, one global response 
for each process.

OUTCOMES
• On completion of this unit the student should 

be able to analyse, describe and explain land use 
change and assess its impacts.

• On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to analyse, describe and explain processes 
that result in changes to land cover and discuss 
the impacts and responses resulting from these 
changes.

UNIT 4: HUMAN POPULATION TRENDS AND ISSUES

COURSE OUTLINE
• How has the dynamics of population changed 

overtime?

In this area of study students undertake an overview 
of world population distribution and growth before 
investigating the dynamics of population change over 
time and space. Through the study of population 
dynamics students investigate growth and decline 
in fertility and mortality, together with population 
movements. Students study forced and voluntary, and 
internal and external, population movements and 
how they can be long term or short term. The study 
is supported with examples from within and between 
countries with different economic and political 
conditions and social structures that illustrate the 
dynamics of population. Students develop understanding 
of the Demographic Transition Model and its 
applications, and the Malthusian theory of population.

• What are the issues and challenges with a 
growing population?

In this area of study students undertake investigations 
into two significant population trends that have 
developed in different parts of the world: a growing 
population of one country and an ageing population 
of another country. Students place these trends and 
resulting issues and challenges in their world regional 
context. Issues resulting from these population trends 
include, among others, meeting healthcare and social 
service needs. Students investigate issues arising from 
each population trend, the challenges that arise in 
coping with the issues, and their interconnection with 
population dynamics. They evaluate the effectiveness 
of strategies in response to these issues and challenges. 
Strategies can be selected from government and/or non-
government organisations. Comparison of strategies is 
undertaken within each selected country.

OUTCOMES
• On completion of this unit the student should be 

able to analyse, describe and explain population 
dynamics on a global scale.

• On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to analyse, describe and explain the nature 
of significant population issues and challenges in 
selected locations and evaluate responses.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
The award of satisfactory completion for Units 3 & 4 
will be based on demonstrated achievement of the 
outcomes. School Assessed Coursework will contribute 
25% for Unit 3 and 25% for Unit 4 to the Study Score. 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT 
An end-of-year examination which examines both Units 
3 and 4 will contribute 50% to the Study Score. 

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE 
A sound level of achievement in Units 1 and 2 
Geography is advised. However, students who enter 
the study at Unit 3 may need to undertake preparatory 
work based on Unit 1 and more particularly on Unit 2 as 
specified by the teacher. 

LEVY
Fieldwork $150 per course. Students are required to 
undertake fieldwork in Unit 3. 

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS 
Entry into pathways for University and TAFE courses, 
whilst it provides students with a strong understanding 
of the world we live in and skills that can be used in the 
future. 

Geography
UNIT 1: HAZARDS AND DISASTERS

COURSE OUTLINE:
• What are the characteristics of hazards?

In this area of study students examine hazards and 
hazardous events before engaging in a study of at least 
two specific hazards at a range of scales. They study 
one from at least two different types of hazards from 
the list provided, for example, coastal hazards and 
an alien animal invasion, or floods and oil spills. The 
selection of hazards should allow students to use visual 
representations and topographical maps at various scales 
and undertake fieldwork. 

• How do people respond to hazards and disasters?

In this area of study students explore the nature and 
effectiveness of specific measures such as prediction 
and warning programs, community preparedness and 
land use planning, as well as actions taken after hazards 
become harmful and destructive disasters. They study 
natural and human factors influencing the nature of 
human responses, considering the scale of the hazard, 
levels of risk due to hazards, past experiences and 
perceptions of similar hazards and hazard events, the 
economic choices available to government organisations 
and communities to take action, available technological 
resources and the ability to plan and develop effective 
prevention and mitigation measures. Students 
investigate the human responses to the hazards selected 
in Area of Study 1, with reference to a variety of 
locations.

OUTCOMES
• On completion of this unit the student should be 

able to analyse, describe and explain the nature 
of hazards and impacts of hazard events at a 
range of scales.

• On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to analyse and explain the nature, purpose 
and effectiveness of a range of responses to 
selected hazards and disasters.

UNIT 2: TOURISM

COURSE OUTLINE
• What are the characteristics of tourism?

In this area of study students examine the characteristics 
of tourism, the location and distribution of different 
types of tourism and tourist destinations and the factors 
affecting different types of tourism. Students support 
this investigation with contrasting examples from within 
Australia and elsewhere in the world. They investigate 
in detail at least one tourism location using appropriate 

Geography
fieldwork techniques, and one other location elsewhere 
in the world. The selection of examples should allow 
students to work with a range of information sources, 
for example statistical data, digital images, streamed 
video and a variety of maps at various scales, as well as 
undertake fieldwork.

• What is the impact of tourism?

In this area of study students explore the environmental, 
economic and socio-cultural impacts of different types 
of tourism. They investigate at least one tourism 
location, using appropriate fieldwork techniques, and 
another elsewhere in the world. Students evaluate the 
effectiveness of measures taken to enhance the positive 
impacts and/or to minimise the negative impacts at 
these locations. This fieldwork site could be the same 
location used for Area of Study 1. They investigate the 
interconnection of the two selected locations with their 
surrounding region and national context.

OUTCOMES
• On completion of this unit the student should be 

able to analyse, describe and explain the nature of 
tourism at a range of scales.

• On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to analyse and explain the impacts of tourism 
on people, places and environments and evaluate 
the effectiveness of strategies for managing 
tourism.

ASSESSMENT
The award of satisfactory completion for this unit will be 
based on demonstrated achievement of the outcomes 
using set criteria and various methods. 

LEVY
Fieldwork $150 per course. 

Please note as per the VCE Geography Study Design 
students are required to undertake two separate 
fieldwork reports. One report in Unit 1, one report in 
Unit 2.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Provides an important background for Geography 
Units 3 and 4 and provides students with a strong 
understanding of the world we live in and skills that can 
be used in the future. 



PAGE | 41

Units 3 & 4

2020 SENIOR CURRICULUM HANDBOOK - VCE / VET / VCAL 

Units 1 & 2

UNIT 3: AUSTRALIA’S HEALTH IN A GLOBALISED 
WORLD
This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as 
multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different 
interpretations and contexts. Students begin to explore 
health and wellbeing as a global concept and to 
take a broader approach to inquiry. As they consider 
the benefits of optimal health and wellbeing and its 
importance as an individual and a collective resource, 
their thinking extends to health as a universal right. 
Students look at the fundamental conditions required 
for health improvement, as stated by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). They use this knowledge as 
background to their analysis and evaluation of variations 
in the health status of Australians.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Understanding health and wellbeing

• Promoting health in Australia

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain the complex, dynamic and global 
nature of health and wellbeing, interpret and 
apply Australia’s health status data and analyse 
variations in health status.

• Explain changes to public health approaches, 
analyse improvements in population health over 
time and evaluate health promotion strategies.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Students are assessed using one or more of the 
following: 

• A written report, research inquiry or case study

• Oral presentation, debate or podcast

• Structure questions and data analysis

• School Assessed Coursework for Unit 3 contributes 
25% to the Study Score

UNIT 4: HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN A 
GLOBAL CONTEXT
This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human 
development in a global context. Students use data 
to investigate health status and burden of disease in 
different countries, exploring factors that contribute 
to health inequalities between and within countries, 
including the physical, social and economic conditions in 
which people live. Students build their understanding of 
health in a global context through examining changes 
in burden of disease over time and studying the key 
concepts of sustainability and human development. 

They consider the health implications of increased 
globalisation and worldwide trends relating to climate 
change, digital technologies, world trade and the mass 
movement of people. Area of Study 2 looks at global 
action to improve health and wellbeing and human 
development, focusing on the United Nations’ (UN’s) 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and the work of 
the World Health Organization (WHO). Students also 
investigate the role of non-government organisations 
and Australia’s overseas aid program. Students evaluate 
the effectiveness of health initiatives and programs in 
a global context and reflect on their capacity to take 
action.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Health & wellbeing in a global context

• Health & the Sustainable Development Goals

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Analyse similarities and differences in health 
status and burden of disease globally and the 
factors that contribute to differences in health 
and wellbeing.

• Analyse relationships between the SDGs and 
their role in the promotion of health and human 
development, and evaluate the effectiveness of 
global aid programs. 

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Students are assessed using similar methods to Unit 3. 

• School Assessed Coursework for Unit 4 contributes 
25% to the Study Score

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
• A two hour end-of-year examination which 

examines both Units 3 and 4 will contribute 50% 
to the final assessment.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Useful for students contemplating a career in health 
sciences, international development, international 
relations, politics, food and nutrition, exercise and sport 
science, public health and health promotion, paramedics, 
teaching and psychology.

Health & Human 
Development

UNIT 1: UNDERSTANDING HEALTH & WELLBEING
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept with 
varied and evolving perspectives and definitions. It takes 
the view that health and wellbeing are subject to a wide 
range of contexts and interpretations, with different 
meanings for different people. As a foundation to the 
understanding of health, students should investigate the 
World Health Organization’s (WHO) definition and also 
explore other interpretations. Wellbeing is a complex 
combination of all dimensions of health, characterised 
by an equilibrium in which the individual feels happy, 
healthy, capable and engaged. For the purposes of 
this study, students should consider wellbeing to be an 
implicit element of health.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Health perspectives and influences

• Health and nutrition

• Youth health and wellbeing

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain multiple dimensions of health and 
wellbeing, explain indicators used to measure 
health status and analyse factors that contribute 
to variations in health status of youth. 

• Apply nutrition knowledge and tools to the 
selection of food and the evaluation of nutrition 
information. 

• Identify key areas for improving youth health and 
wellbeing, and plan for action by analysing one 
particular area in detail. 

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment tasks are selected from the following:

• Short written report

• Oral Presentation or Podcast

• Visual Presentation

• Structured Questions

• Data Analysis

• Semester Exam

Health & Human 
Development

UNIT 2: MANAGING HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT
This unit investigates transitions in health and 
wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and societal 
perspectives. Students look at changes and expectations 
that are part of the progression from youth to 
adulthood. This unit promotes the application of health 
literacy skills through an examination of adulthood as 
a time of increasing independence and responsibility, 
involving the establishment of long-term relationships, 
possible considerations of parenthood and management 
of health-related milestones and changes.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Developmental transitions

• Health care in Australia

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain developmental changes in the transition 
from youth to adulthood, analyse factors that 
contribute to healthy development during 
prenatal and early childhood stages of the 
lifespan and explain health and wellbeing as an 
intergenerational concept.

• Describe how to access Australia’s health system, 
explain how it promotes health and wellbeing 
in their local community, and analyse a range 
of issues associated with the use of new and 
emerging health procedures and technologies.

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment tasks for Unit 2 are similar to Unit 1.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
There are no prerequisites for Health & Human 
Development Units 1 & 2.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Useful for students contemplating a career in health 
sciences, nutrition, exercise and sport science, health 
promotion, paramedics, teaching, nursing, sport, child 
care and community services.
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The study of History: Revolutions allows students 
to explore and analyse two of the history’s most 
significant and interesting revolutions. Revolutions 
involve destruction and construction, dispossession and 
liberation, they polarise society and unleash civil war. 
In this course students will develop an understanding 
of key individuals, ideas, movements and events in 
the development of the revolution. Students will also 
consider how the post-revolutionary regime transformed 
society and the challenges they faced. 

This course provides the opportunity for students to 
study what produces violent change in a society, how 
people react and the various ways revolutions have been 
represented and interpreted.

UNIT 3: THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
• The American Revolution from 1754 to 4 July 

1776 (French and Indian War to the Declaration of 
Independence 1776)

• The American Revolution from 4th July 1776 
to 1789 (Declaration of Independence to the 
acceptance of the Bill of Rights)

UNIT 4
Students will look at either the French Revolution of 
1784-1795 OR the Russian Revolution of 1896-1927.

COURSE OUTLINE
Each unit involves study of two areas:

Causes of Revolution:

• What were the significant causes of revolution? 

• How did the actions of popular movements and 
particular individuals contribute to triggering a 
revolution? 

• To what extent did social tensions and ideological 
conflicts contribute to the outbreak of revolution?

Consequences of Revolution:

• How did the consequences of revolution shape 
the new order?

• How did the new regime consolidate its power?

• How did the revolution affect the experiences of 
those who lived through it? 

• To what extent was society changed and 
revolutionary ideas achieved? 

OUTCOMES
On completion of each unit, in relation to the relevant 
revolution students should able to:

• Analyse the causes of revolution, and evaluate 
the contribution of significant ideas, events, 
individuals and popular movements.

• Analyse the consequences of revolution and 
evaluate the extent of change brought to society.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
• Unit 3 coursework - two tasks: 25%

• Unit 4 coursework - two tasks: 25%

The tasks will include an essay, research report, analysis 
of written or visual documents and an evaluation of 
interpretations of history.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
• A two hour end-of-year examination contributes 

50% to the Study Score.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
There are no prerequisites for History Units 3 and 
4, although completion of Units 1 and 2 would be 
advantageous in developing the skills of historical 
inquiry. There is also a strong component of reading and 
literacy in this course.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Excellent preparation for the demands of post-VCE study. 
Good background for any career that involves working 
with other people. A knowledge of the past gives 
students greater understanding of their own society. 
History graduates are valued employees of many large 
companies, in diverse fields, because of their skills in 
research, analysis and communication.

History: Revolutions
UNIT 1: TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY (1945-2000)

COURSE OUTLINE
• Competing Ideologies

In this area of study students focus on causes and 
consequences of the Cold War; the competing ideologies 
that underpinned events, the effects on people, 
groups and nations, and the reasons for the end of this 
sustained period of ideological conflict.

• Challenge and Change

In this area of study students focus on the ways in which 
traditional ideas, values and political systems were 
challenged and changed by individuals and groups in 
a range of contexts during the period 1945 to 2000. 
Students explore the causes of significant political and 
social events and movements, and their consequences for 
nations and people.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain the ideological divisions in the post-war 
period and analyse the nature, development.

• Explain the causes and nature of challenge and 
change in relation to two selected contexts in the 
second half of the twentieth century and analyse 
the consequences for nations and people.

History
UNIT 2: GLOBAL EMPIRES (1400-1775)

COURSE OUTLINE
• Exploration and Expansion

In this area of study students examine the reasons for 
voyages of exploration mounted by European empires 
and the impact of these voyages. They investigate the 
power of the Venetian Empire, China under the Ming 
Dynasty and the Ottoman Empire, who between them 
controlled key trade hubs including the Silk Road, and 
how the Portuguese, Spanish, French, British and Dutch 
empires harnessed new ideas and technologies to disrupt 
them. 

• Disruptive Ideas

In this area of study students examine how the Age 
of Exploration was made possible by discoveries that 
made for easier travel and navigation. They consider 
the significant new conceptions of the natural and 
spiritual worlds, including ideas which emerged to 
disrupt traditional beliefs and institutions, including the 
Scientific Revolution and Protestant Reformation.  

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain the reasons for European voyages of 
exploration and analyse the motivations of new 
globally oriented empires. 

• Explain how new ideas and discoveries challenged 
old certainties and strengthened European 
empires. 

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment tasks may be drawn upon the following: 
research activities and analytical tasks using visual and 
written responses, essays, tests and oral presentations. 

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
There are no prerequisites for History Units 1 and 2, 
although a good level of reading and literacy is helpful.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
History Units 3 and 4. History also provides students with 
the valuable skills of how to access, analyse and evaluate 
sources of knowledge and information. It provides 
background information which is useful for many other 
subjects.
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UNIT 3
In this unit students investigate the way Indonesian 
speakers interpret and express ideas, and negotiate and 
persuade in Indonesian through the study of three or 
more subtopics from the prescribed themes and topics. 

Each area of study must cover a different subtopic, though 
teachers may choose to teach more than one subtopic 
in an area of study. Students interpret information, 
inform others, and reflect upon and develop persuasive 
arguments. They access and share useful information 
on the subtopics through Indonesian, and consolidate 
and extend vocabulary and grammar knowledge and 
language skills. 

Students consider the influence of language and culture 
in shaping meaning and reflect on the practices, products 
and perspectives of the cultures of Indonesian-speaking 
communities. They reflect on how knowledge of 
Indonesian and Indonesian-speaking communities can be 
applied in a range of contexts and endeavours, such as 
further study, travel, business or community involvement.

UNIT 4 
In this unit students investigate aspects of culture through 
the study of two or more subtopics from the prescribed 
themes and topics. Students build on their knowledge of 
Indonesian-speaking communities, considering cultural 
perspectives and language and explaining personal 
observations. Students consolidate and extend vocabulary, 
grammar knowledge and language skills to investigate 
the topics through Indonesian. Students identify and 
reflect on cultural products or practices that provide 
insights into Indonesian-speaking communities. Cultural 
products or practices can be drawn from a diverse range 
of texts, activities and creations. Students reflect on the 
ways culture, place and time influence values, attitudes 
and behaviours. They consider how knowledge of more 
than one culture can influence the ways individuals relate 
to each other and function in the world. 

COURSE OUTLINE 
At least three sub-topics from within the prescribed 
themes and topics will be dealt with in enough detail to 
bring students up to conversation standard. There will 
be a focus on improving student’s overall vocabulary and 
grammar and making sure they can use the language for 
interpersonal and presentational communication as well 
as being able to interpret and translate.

PRESCRIBED THEMES AND TOPICS 
1. The Individual 

• Personal World 

• Education and Aspirations 

• Personal Opinions and Values  

2. The Indonesian-speaking Communities 

• Lifestyles

• Visiting Indonesia 

• Customs and Traditions 

• Arts and Entertainment 

• Stories from the Past  

3. The Changing World 

• Social Issues

• Environmental Issues

• Australian and Indonesian Relations 

• The World of Work

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 
There will be three pieces of School Assessed Coursework 
(SAC) and an end of unit exam. The three SACs will be:

• Interpersonal Communication - 20 marks 
Unit 3: a 3 to 4 minute role-play conversation, 
focusing on negotiating a solution to a personal 
issue.  
Unit 4:  a 3 to 4 minute interview responding to 
questions about a cultural product or practice. 

• Interpretive Communication - 15 marks 
Unit 3: Interpreting information from texts and 
writing responses in Indonesian. 
Unit 4: a 250-word written response for a specific 
audience and purpose, incorporating information 
from three or more texts.

• Presentational Communication - 15 marks 
Unit 3: expressing ideas in a personal, informative 
or imaginative piece of writing in Indonesian 
(approximately 250 words). 
Unit 4: a 300-word evaluative or persuasive piece 
of writing.

School Assessed Coursework contributes 25% to the 
Study Score

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
The level of achievement for Units 3 & 4 is also assessed 
by two end-of-year examinations, which together will 
contribute 50% to the study score.

The end-of-year examinations will consist of:

• an oral examination - approximately 15 minutes

• a written examination - 2 hours plus 15 minutes 
reading time

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS 
Please refer to information on Units 1 & 2.

Indonesian
UNIT 1
In this unit students develop an understanding of 
the language and culture/s of Indonesian-speaking 
communities through the study of three or more topics 
from the prescribed themes below. Each area of study 
in the unit focuses on a different subtopic.

Students access and share useful information on 
the topics and subtopics through Indonesian and 
consolidate and extend vocabulary and grammar 
knowledge and language skills. They focus on 
analysing cultural products or practices including 
visual, spoken or written texts. 

Cultural products or practices can be drawn from 
a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. 
These may include the following: stories, poems, 
plays, novels, songs, films, photographs, artworks, 
architecture, technology, food, clothing, sports and 
festivals. Students apply acquired knowledge of 
Indonesian culture and language to new contexts.

UNIT 2 
In this unit students continue to develop their 
understanding of the Indonesian language and culture 
through the study of three or more topics from the 
prescribed themes. Each area of study must focus on a 
different subtopic. 

Students analyse visual, spoken and written texts. They 
access and share useful information on the topics and 
subtopics through Indonesian and consolidate and 
extend vocabulary, grammar knowledge and language 
skills. 

Cultural products or practices can be used to 
demonstrate how culture and perspectives may 
vary between communities. Students reflect on 
the interplay between language and culture, and 
its impact on meaning, understanding and the 
individual’s language use in specific contexts and for 
specific audiences. 

COURSE OUTLINE
At least three sub-topics from the prescribed themes 
and topics will be dealt with to bring students up 
to conversation standard. There will be a focus on 
improving student’s overall vocabulary and grammar 
and making sure they can use the language for 
interpersonal and presentational communication as 
well as being able to interpret and translate.

Indonesian
PRESCRIBED THEMES AND TOPICS 
1. The Individual 

• Personal World 

• Education and Aspirations 

• Personal Opinions and Values  

2. The Indonesian-speaking Communities 

• Lifestyles

• Visiting Indonesia 

• Customs and Traditions 

• Arts and Entertainment 

• Stories from the Past  

3. The Changing World 

• Social Issues

• Environmental Issues

• Australian and Indonesian Relations 

• The World of Work 

ASSESSMENT 
There will be three pieces of School Assessed Coursework 
(SAC) and an end of unit exam. The three SACs will be:

• Interpersonal Communication - carrying on a 
conversation

• Interpretive Communication - understanding what 
you hear and read

• Presentational Communication - presenting to an 
audience.

A Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory will be reported to the 
VCAA on the completion of each SAC. No grades will be 
reported to the VCAA. The exam at the end of the unit 
will be graded, but no result from it will be reported 
to the VCAA. All grades are simply to allow students to 
know how well they are travelling prior to entering Units 
3 & 4.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS 
Learning Indonesian is useful for students contemplating 
a career in the defence forces, foreign affairs, journalism, 
linguistics, international commerce, teaching, biology, 
marine biology or seafaring.
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UNIT 3: RIGHTS AND JUSTICE
In this unit students examine the methods and 
institutions in the justice system and consider their 
appropriateness in determining criminal cases 
and resolving civil disputes. Students consider the 
Magistrates’ Court, County Court and Supreme Court 
within the Victorian court hierarchy, as well as other 
Victorian legal institutions and bodies available to 
assist with cases. Students explore matters such as the 
rights available to an accused and to victims in the 
criminal justice system, the roles of the judge, jury, legal 
practitioners and the parties, and the ability of sanctions 
and remedies to achieve their purposes. Students 
investigate the extent to which the principles of justice 
are upheld in the justice system.

COURSE OUTLINE
• The Victorian criminal justice system

• The Victorian civil justice system

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain the rights of the accused and of victims 
in the criminal justice system, discuss the means 
used to determine criminal cases and evaluate the 
ability of the criminal justice system to achieve the 
principles of justice.

• Analyse the factors to consider when initiating a 
civil claim, discuss the institutions and methods 
used to resolve civil disputes and evaluate the 
ability of the civil justice system to achieve the 
principles of justice.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
• Can be assessed from the following formats: case 

study; structured questions; test; an essay; report 
in written format; report in multimedia format; 
folio of exercises.

• School Assessed Coursework for Unit 3 contributes 
25% to the Study Score.

UNIT 4:  THE PEOPLE AND THE LAW
In this unit, students explore how the Australian 
Constitution establishes the law-making powers of the 
Commonwealth and state parliaments, and protects 
the Australian people through structures that act as a 
check on parliament in law-making. Students develop an 
understanding of the significance of the High Court in 
protecting and interpreting the Australian Constitution. 
They investigate Parliament and the courts, and the 
relationship between the two in law-making, and 
consider the roles of the individual, the media and law 
reform bodies in influencing law reform. Throughout 

this unit, students apply legal reasoning and information 
to actual scenarios.

COURSE OUTLINE
• The people and the Australian Constitution

• The people, the Parliament and the courts

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 

• Discuss the significance of High Court cases 
involving the interpretation of the Australian 
Constitution and evaluate the ways in which 
the Australian Constitution acts as a check on 
Parliament in law-making.

• Discuss the factors that affect the ability of 
Parliament and courts to make law, evaluate the 
ability of these law-makers to respond to the 
need for law reform, and analyse how individuals, 
the media and law reform bodies can influence a 
change in the law.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
• Can be assessed from the following formats: case 

study; structured questions; test; essay; a report in 
written format; a report in multimedia and folio 
of exercises. 

• School Assessed Coursework for Unit 4 contributes 
25% to the Study Score.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
A two hour end-of-year examination which examines 
both Units 3 and 4 will contribute 50% to the final 
assessment.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Units 3 & 4 are designed to be taken as a sequence. Units 
1 & 2 Legal Studies is recommended but not essential.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Legal courses in Victorian Universities. Work in legal 
offices. Possible careers in real estate, marketing, office 
administration, small business, teaching, legal secretary, 
court officer, politics, barrister/solicitor, journalism, 
nursing and police work, etc. Useful in any career as 
everyone is involved daily with laws/rules and the legal 
system. 

Legal Studies
UNIT 1: GUILT AND LIABILITY

COURSE OUTLINE
• Legal foundations

Students explore the role of individuals, laws and the 
legal system in achieving social cohesion and protecting 
the rights of individuals. They consider the characteristics 
of an effective law, and sources and types of law, and 
examine the relationship between parliament and the 
courts. 

• The presumption of innocence

The presumption of innocence is the fundamental 
principle of criminal law and provides a guarantee 
that an accused is presumed innocent until proven 
guilty beyond reasonable doubt. Students develop an 
understanding of key concepts in criminal law and types 
of crime, and investigate two criminal offences in detail, 
considering actual or hypothetical scenarios.

• Civil liability

Civil law aims to protect the rights of individuals, groups 
and organisations, and provides opportunities for a 
wronged party to seek redress for a breach of civil law. 
Students develop an understanding of key concepts in 
civil law and investigate two areas of civil law in detail. 
Possible areas of civil law could include negligence, 
defamation, nuisance, trespass and contracts.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Describe the main sources and types of law, and 
assess the effectiveness of laws.

• Explain the purposes and key concepts of criminal 
law, and use legal reasoning to argue the criminal 
culpability of an accused based on actual and/or 
hypothetical scenarios.

• Explain the purposes and key concepts of civil law, 
and apply legal reasoning to argue the liability 
of a party in civil law based on actual and/or 
hypothetical scenarios.

UNIT 2: SANCTIONS, REMEDIES AND RIGHTS

COURSE OUTLINE
• Sanctions

The criminal justice system determines the guilt or 
otherwise of an accused, and imposes sanctions on 
a guilty person. Students investigate key concepts in 
the determination of a criminal case, including the 
institutions that enforce criminal law, and the purposes 
and types of sanctions and approaches to sentencing. 

Legal Studies
• Remedies

Remedies may be available to a wronged party where 
there has been a breach of civil law. In this area of study 
students develop an appreciation of key concepts in the 
resolution of a civil case, including the methods used 
and institutions available to resolve disputes, and the 
purposes and types of remedies.

• Rights

The protection of rights is fundamental to a democratic 
society. Rights are protected in Australia through the 
Australian Constitution, the Victorian Charter of Human 
Rights and Responsibilities and through common law and 
statute law such as through statutes relating to racial 
discrimination, sex discrimination and equal opportunity. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Explain key concepts in the determination of a 
criminal case, and discuss the principles of justice 
in relation to the determination of criminal cases, 
sanctions and sentencing approaches.

• Explain key concepts in the resolution of a civil 
dispute, and discuss the principles of justice in 
relation to the resolution of civil disputes and 
remedies.

• Evaluate the ways in which rights are protected 
in Australia, compare this approach with that 
adopted by another country and discuss the 
impact of an Australian case on the rights of 
individuals and the legal system.

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment tasks may be drawn upon the following: 
a folio of exercises; structured questions; a classroom 
presentation; a role-play; a debate; a report; a question-
and-answer session.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
There are no prerequisites for Legal Studies Units 1 and 2

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Legal Studies Units 3 and 4. Legal courses in Victorian 
Universities. Police, solicitor/barrister, law-clerk, court 
officer, politics, public relations, nursing, journalism, real 
estate. Useful in any career as everyone is involved daily 
with laws/rules and the legal system.
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In Units 3 and 4 Literature students must study at least 
six texts. Five of the required six texts must be selected 
from the Text List published by the VCAA. The selection 
must include: one novel, one collection of poetry and 
one play. Two further texts selected from novels, plays, 
collections of poetry, collections of short stories or other 
literature. At least one of the texts selected must be 
Australian. Students are encouraged to read widely in 
both Units 3 and 4 to support the achievement of all 
outcomes.

UNIT 3: FORM AND TRANSFORMATION
In this unit students consider how the form of a text 
affects meaning, and how writers construct their texts. 
They investigate ways writers adapt and transform 
texts and how meaning is affected as texts are adapted 
and transformed. They consider how the perspectives 
of those adapting texts may inform or influence the 
adaptations. Students draw on their study of adaptations 
and transformations to develop creative responses to 
texts. Students develop their skills in communicating 
ideas in both written and oral forms.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Adaptations and transformations. 

In this area of study students focus on how the 
form of text contributes to the meaning of the 
text. 

• Creative responses to texts. 
In this area of study students focus on the 
imaginative techniques used for creating and 
recreating a literary work. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 

• Analyse the extent to which meaning changes 
when a text is adapted to a different form

• Respond creatively to a text and comment on the 
connections between the text and the response

SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT
School Assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 
25% to the Study Score.

At least one assessment in Unit 3 must include an oral 
component.

UNIT 4: INTERPRETING TEXTS
In this unit students develop critical and analytic 
responses to texts. They consider the context of their 
responses to texts as well as the ideas explored in the 
texts, the style of the language and points of view. They 
investigate literary criticism informing both the reading 
and writing of texts. Students develop an informed 
and sustained interpretation supported by close textual 
analysis. For the purposes of this unit, literary criticism is 
characterised by extended, informed and substantiated 
views on texts and may include reviews, peer-reviewed 
articles and transcripts of speeches. Specifically, for Unit 
4 Outcome 1, the literary criticism selected must reflect 
different perspectives, assumptions and ideas about the 
views and values of the text/s studied. 

COURSE OUTLINE
• Literary perspectives. 

In this area of study students focus on how 
different readings of texts may reflect the views 
and values of both writer and reader. 

• Close analysis. 
In this area of study students focus on detailed 
scrutiny of the language, style, concerns and 
construction of texts. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 

• Produce an interpretation of a text using different 
literary perspectives to inform their view.

• Analyse features of texts and develop and justify 
interpretations of texts.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
School Assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 
25% to the Study Score.

SATISFACTORY COMPLETION
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based 
on whether the student has demonstrated the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit. 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
The level of achievement for Units 3 & 4 is also assessed 
by an end-of-year examination, which will contribute 
50%.

Literature
UNIT 1: APPROACHES TO LITERATURE
In this unit students focus on the ways in which the 
interaction between text and reader creates meaning. 
Students’ analyses of the features and conventions of 
texts help them develop increasingly discriminating 
responses to a range of literary forms and styles. 
Students respond critically, creatively and reflectively 
to the ideas and concerns of texts and gain insights 
into how texts function as representations of human 
experience. They develop familiarity with key terms, 
concepts and practices that equip them for further 
studies in literature. They develop an awareness of how 
the views and values that readers hold may influence the 
reading of a text.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Reading practices. 

In this area of study students consider how 
language, structure and stylistic choices are used 
in different literary forms and types of text.

• Ideas and concerns in texts. 
In this area of study students investigate the ideas 
and concerns raised in texts and the ways social 
and cultural contexts are represented. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit, students should be able to:

• Respond to a range of texts and reflect on 
influences shaping these responses.

• Analyse the ways in which a selected text reflects 
or comments on the ideas and concerns of 
individuals and particular groups in society.

UNIT 2: CONTEXT AND CONNECTIONS
In this unit students explore the ways literary texts 
connect with each other and with the world. They 
deepen their examination of the ways their own culture 
and the cultures represented in texts can influence their 
interpretations and shape different meanings. Drawing 
on a range of literary texts, students consider the 
relationships between authors, audiences and contexts. 
Ideas, language and structures of different texts from 
past and present eras and/or cultures are compared 
and contrasted. Students analyse the similarities and 
differences across texts and establish connections 
between them. They engage in close reading of texts 
and create analytical responses that are evidence-based. 
By experimenting with textual structures and language 
features, students understand how imaginative texts are 
informed by close analysis.

Literature
COURSE OUTLINE

• The text, the reader and their contexts. 
In this area of study students focus on the 
interrelationships between the text, readers and 
their social and cultural contexts.

• Exploring connections between texts. 
In this area of study students focus on the ways 
that texts relate to and influence each other. 
They investigate and analyse how different 
interpretations of texts are influenced by 
language features and structures.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Analyse and respond critically and creatively 
to the ways a text from a past era and/or a 
different culture reflect or comment on the ideas 
and concerns of individuals and groups in that 
context.

• Compare texts considering the dialogic nature of 
texts and how they influence each other.

ASSESSMENT
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit are:

• an essay (comparative, interpretive, analytical or 
discursive)

• A debate

• A reading journal

• A close analysis of selected passages

• An original piece of writing responding to a text/s 
studied

• An oral or a written review

• A multimedia presentation

• Participation in an online discussion

• Performance and commentary.

At least one of the assessment tasks in Unit 1 must be in 
oral form.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
To the study of Literature Units 3 & 4. 
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Mathematics Overview  
YEAR 11 MATHEMATICS
In Year 11 Mathematics, students will embark on their preferred Mathematics Pathway. Students typically follow one of 
the following Pathway options for Year 11 and Year 12:

1. General/Further Pathway;

2. Methods/Further Pathway;

3. Methods/Methods Pathway;

4. VCAL/VCAL Pathway

The range of different Pathways is explained in the diagrams opposite. Detailed descriptions of the individual units are 
provided on the following pages. 

TERTIARY COURSES AND THE MATHEMATICS PATHWAYS

GENERAL MATHEMATICS
Prerequisite for business (some courses), teaching (some only require Units 1 & 2), nursing most courses (some only 
require Units 1 & 2). Some outcomes include teaching, nursing, business and psychology.

MATHEMATICAL METHODS
Prerequisite for commerce at Melbourne and Monash Universities, engineering most courses, computer science (some 
courses), science (some courses), biomedicine/biomedical science. Some outcomes include lawyer, management, scientist 
and physiotherapist.

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS
Prerequisite for some Engineering courses. Recommended for engineering courses, also courses requiring high level 
mathematics. (Please check full details and prerequisites for your course in the relevant VICTER booklet.)

CALCULATORS
The book-listed calculator for Years 10-12 at Victory is the TI-Nspire CAS (computer algebra system). 
The VCE external exams (Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics) are written with assuming 
students have access to and know how to use a CAS calculator. The Further Mathematics exam assumes 
students will have either a graphics or CAS calculator.

MATHEMATICS - CHOOSING THE RIGHT PATHWAY

TYPICAL MATHEMATICAL PATHWAY

 VCAL FURTHER FURTHER  METHODS  METHODS/FURTHER  SPECIALIST

 PATHWAY  PATHWAY  PATHWAY  PATHWAY  PATHWAY  PATHWAY

  (standard)  (stronger) (strong) (very strong)  (very strong)

 Year 10  Year 10  Year 10  Year 10  Year 10  Year 10 
Pre-General  Pre-General  Pre-Methods  Pre-Methods  Pre-Methods  Pre-Methods

 Year 11  Year 11  Year 11  Year 11  Year 11  Year 11 
 VCAL  General 1&2  Methods 1&2  Methods 1&2  Methods 1&2  Methods 1&2 
 Numeracy    Further 3&4  Specialist 1&2

 Year 12  Year 12  Year 12  Year 12  Year 12  Year 12 
 VCAL  Further 3&4  Further 3&4  Methods 3&4  Methods 3&4  Methods 3&4 
 Numeracy     Specialist 3&4

VCAL   
NUMERACY

PRE-GENERAL 
MATHEMATICS

GENERAL  
MATHEMATICS 

UNITS 1 & 2

PRE-METHODS 
MATHEMATICS

YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

VCAL  
NUMERACY

FURTHER 
MATHEMATICS 

UNITS 3 & 4

MATHEMATICAL 
METHODS 

UNITS 1 & 2

SPECIALIST 
MATHEMATICS 

UNITS 3 & 4

MATHEMATICAL 
METHODS 

UNITS 3 & 4

FURTHER 
MATHEMATICS 

UNITS 3 & 4
Optional additional subject

SPECIALIST 
MATHEMATICS 

UNITS 1 & 2



PAGE | 53

Units 3 & 4

2020 SENIOR CURRICULUM HANDBOOK - VCE / VET / VCAL 

Units 1 & 2

This subject is designed for students intending to study 
Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4. It is a course which 
will prepare students for the core topics and options 
studied in Further Mathematics at Victory Lutheran 
College.

COURSE OUTLINE
In undertaking these units, students are expected to 
be able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and 
tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations and graphs with and without 
the use of technology. They should have facility with 
relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation 
and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, 
geometric, symbolic, financial and statistical functionality 
of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, 
for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is 
to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable.

UNIT 1:
• Discrete Mathematics – Matrices 

• Discrete Mathematics – Graphs & Networks

• Discrete Mathematics – Number Patterns

UNIT 2:
• Statistics - Investigating Data Distributions

• Statistics - Investigating Two Numerical Variables

• Arithmetic & Number - Financial Arithmetic 

OUTCOMES
On completion of these units students should be able to:

• Define and explain key concepts as specified in 
the selected content from the areas of study, and 
apply a range of related mathematical routines 
and procedures.

• Select and apply mathematical facts, concepts, 
models and techniques from the topics covered 
in the unit to investigate and analyse extended 
application problems in a range of contexts.

• Select and use numerical, graphical, symbolic 
and statistical functionalities of technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches.

General Mathematics
ASSESSMENT
Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 1 should be 
based on the student’s performance on a selection of the 
following assessment tasks:

• Assignments

• Tests

• Summary or review notes.

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 2 should be 
based on the student’s performance on a selection of the 
following assessment tasks:

• Modelling tasks

• Problem-solving tasks

• Mathematical investigations.

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 3 should be 
based on the student’s performance on aspects of tasks 
completed in demonstrating achievement of Outcomes 1 
and 2 that incorporate opportunity for the effective and 
appropriate use of technology.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Completion of Year 10 Pre-General Mathematics.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4.

AIM
To provide general preparation for employment or 
further study. To make effective use of computers and 
graphic calculators in relation to the specified areas of 
study.

COURSE OUTLINE
In undertaking these units, students are expected to 
be able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and 
tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations, and graphs. They should have 
a facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches 
to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, 
graphical, geometric, symbolic, financial and statistical 
functionality of technology for teaching and learning 
mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit 
as applicable.

UNIT 3
• Area of Study 1 - Core data analysis

•  Area of Study 2 - Recursion and financial 
modelling

UNIT 4
• Area of Study 1 – Matrices

• Area of Study 2 - Networks and decision 
mathematics

OUTCOMES
• Define and explain key concepts as specified in the 

content from the two selected modules, and apply 
related mathematical techniques and models in 
routine contexts.

• To select and apply the mathematical concepts, 
models and techniques from the two selected 
modules in a range of contexts of increasing 
complexity.

• To select and appropriately use numerical, 
graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities 
of technology to develop mathematical ideas, 
produce results and carry out analysis in situations 
requiring problem-solving, modelling or 
investigative techniques or approaches.

Further Mathematics
ASSESSMENT
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is 
based on the school’s assessment on the student’s 
demonstrated achievement. This assessment of a 
student’s overall performance for a unit is based on all 
the unit’s outcomes in assessment tests and tasks.

The student’s final level of achievement for Units 3 
and 4 is a combination of the scores determined by 
School Assessed Coursework and two final end-of-year 
examinations.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Unit 3: 20% of final result.

• Application tasks on data analysis with several 
components of increasing complexity (2/3 weight)

• An analysis task (1/3 weight) selected from a 
broad focused assignment, a short and focused 
investigation, a modelling task, an item response 
analysis or a set of application questions requiring 
extended response analysis.

Unit 4: 14% of final result.

• Two analysis tasks (equally weighted). Topics 
investigated are similar in scope to those in Unit 3.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Examination 1:

• Facts, skills and application tasks

• 1.5 hours - multiple choice

• 33% of final assessment

Examination 2:

• Analysis task

• 1.5 hours - four extended answer questions, 
equally weighted from the core, ‘data analysis’ 
and the three ‘applications’ modules

• 33% of final assessment

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Satisfactory completion of Pre-General Mathematics or 
Mathematics Methods Units 1 and 2.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Tertiary courses not requiring an advanced level of 
mathematics. 
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This unit may be taken alone or in conjunction with 
either Specialist Mathematics or Further Mathematics. It 
is intended to provide a sound algebraic background for 
further tertiary studies in science, medicine, information 
technology, commerce and engineering.

COURSE OUTLINE
Mathematical Methods consists of the following areas of 
study:

• Area of Study 1 - Functions and Graphs

• Area of Study 2 - Algebra

• Area of Study 3 - Calculus

• Area of Study 4 - Probability and statistics

OUTCOMES
• Define and explain key terms and concepts as 

specified in the study design and apply this 
knowledge in a range of related mathematical 
routines and procedures.

• Apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, including situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques 
or approaches, and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics. 

• Select and appropriately use numerical, 
graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities 
of technology to develop mathematical ideas, 
produce results and carry out analysis in situations 
requiring problem-solving, modelling or 
investigative techniques or approaches.

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory completion for a unit is based on the school’s 
assessment of the student’s demonstrated achievement. 
A student’s overall performance for a unit is based on all 
the unit’s outcomes in assessment tests and tasks.

The student’s final level of achievement for Units 
3 & 4 is a combination of the scores determined by 
School Assessed Coursework and two final end-of-year 
examinations.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Unit 3: 17% of final result.

• Application tasks on functions and calculus with 
several components of increasing complexity (2/3 
weight).

• Two tests that consist of multiple choice, short 
answer and extended response questions to cover 
coursework from the study areas (1/3 weight).

Unit 4: 17% of final result.

• Two analysis tasks (equally weighted) selected 
from a broad focused assignment, a short and 
focused investigation, a modelling task, an item 
response analysis or a set of application questions 
requiring extended response analysis.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 
Examination 1:

• Facts, skills and application tasks without the use 
of technology (no calculators or notes)

• One hour – short answer and extended problems 
covering all areas of study

• 22% of final assessment

Examination 2:

• An emphasis on analysis tasks with the use of the 
CAS calculator and bound reference notes

• Two hours – multiple choice and extended 
response questions covering all areas of study

• 44% of final assessment

PREREQUISITES
Satisfactory completion of Mathematics Methods  
Units 1 & 2.  

Students should review their Units 1 & 2 results carefully 
before proceeding with Units 3 & 4. Students rarely 
obtain better grades in Units 3 & 4 than they did in Units 
1 & 2.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Tertiary courses involving mathematics, eg: science, 
medicine, engineering, information technology and 
commerce courses.

A very widely specified prerequisite for many tertiary 
courses.

(Please check full details and prerequisites for your 
course in the relevant VICTER booklet.)

Mathematical Methods
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an 
introductory study of simple elementary functions of 
a single real variable, algebra, calculus, probability 
and statistics and their applications in a variety of 
practical and theoretical contexts. They are designed as 
preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and 
contain assumed knowledge and skills for these units. 
The four areas of study are listed below. 

COURSE OUTLINE
In undertaking this unit, students are expected to 
understand and apply techniques, routines and 
processes. These shall involve rational and real 
arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams, algebraic 
manipulation, equations, graphs and differentiation with 
and without the use of technology. They should have 
fluency with relevant mental and written approaches 
to estimation and computation. The use of Computer 
Algebra Systems technology (Ti-nspire) for teaching and 
learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and 
in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout 
the units as applicable.

The four main areas of study are:

• Area of Study 1 - Functions and graphs

• Area of Study 2 – Algebra

• Area of Study 3 – Calculus

• Area of Study 4 - Probability and statistics

OUTCOMES
• Define and explain key concepts as specified in 

the content from the areas of study, and apply 
a range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures.

• Apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, including situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques 
or approaches, and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics.

• Use numerical, graphical, symbolic and statistical 
functionalities of technology to develop 
mathematical ideas, produce results and carry 
out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment tasks must include components to be 
completed with and without the use of technology as 
applicable to the outcomes.

Demonstration of achievement of the first Outcome 
should be based on the student’s performance on a 
selection of the following assessment tasks:

• Assignments

• Tests

• Summary or review notes.

Demonstration of achievement of the second Outcome 
should be based on the student’s performance on a 
selection of the following assessment tasks:

• Modelling tasks

• Problem-solving tasks

• Mathematical investigations.

Demonstration of achievement of the third Outcome  
should be based on the student’s performance on aspects 
of tasks completed in demonstrating achievement of 
earlier Outcomes that incorporate opportunity for the 
effective and appropriate use of technology.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Mathematical Methods is suitable for for students 
who studied Pre-Methods in Year 10 or or those Year 
10 Pre-General students strong in algebra who scored 
a ‘B’ or higher. Pre-General students wishing to move 
into Mathematics Methods will need to demonstrate 
competency with algebra content. Discussion with 
the Mathematics Teaching & Learning Leader is 
recommended. 

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and Specialist 
Mathematics Units 3 and 4. Tertiary studies in the 
science, medicine, engineering, information technology 
and economics fields. 

Mathematical Methods
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Must be studied after completion of or in conjunction 
with Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4.

AIM
The aim of this course is to extend the student with 
higher level and specialist mathematics. Material which 
involves the applications of Calculus form the basis of 
this course and intends to give the student both greater 
depth and breadth of knowledge.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Area of Study 1 - Functions and Graphs

• Area of Study 2 - Algebra

• Area of Study 3 - Calculus

• Area of Study 4 - Vectors

• Area of Study 5 - Mechanics

• Area of Study 6 - Probability and Statistics

In undertaking these units, students are expected to 
be able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving rational, real and complex arithmetic, sets, 
lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, 
algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, 
differentiation, anti-differentiation and integration and 
inference with and without the use of technology. They 
should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand 
approaches to estimation and computation. The use of 
numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical 
functionality of technology for teaching and learning 
mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit 
as applicable.

OUTCOMES
• Students should be able to define and explain 

key terms and concepts as specified in the study 
design. They need to demonstrate the ability 
to use this knowledge in a range of related 
mathematical routines and procedures.

• Students should be able to apply mathematical 
processes in non-routine contexts and to analyse 
and discuss these applications of mathematics.

• Students should be able to select and 
appropriately use technology to develop 
mathematical ideas, produce results and carry out 
analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques. 

Use of graphic calculators is assumed.

Appropriate use of spreadsheets, graphing software, 
statistical analysis systems and computer algebra systems 
is to be incorporated.

Specialist Mathematics
SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Unit 3: Two analysis tasks: 17%

Unit 4: One application task and two tests: 17%

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Both end-of-year examinations assess work from the 
whole course.

Examination 1:

• Facts, skills and application tasks without the use 
of technology (no calculators or notes)

• One hour – short answer and extended problems 
covering all areas of study

• 22% of final assessment

Examination 2:

• An emphasis on analysis tasks with the use of 
graphics calculator or CAS and bound reference 
notes

• Two hours – multiple choice and extended 
problems covering all areas of study

• 44% of final assessment

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Must be taken after completion of or in conjunction 
with Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. It is expected 
that a level of mastery will be evident in previous 
mathematics studies. Students who have undertaken 
this course with less than a ‘B’ average in Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2 and Specialist Mathematics Units 
1 and 2 have found the work very difficult and have 
experienced limited success.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
This course can be a prerequisite for engineering courses 
in tertiary institutions, as well as some science courses.

Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of 
study for students who wish to undertake an in-depth 
study of mathematics, with an emphasis on concepts, 
skills and processes related to mathematical structure, 
modelling, problem solving and reasoning. This study 
has a focus or interest in the discipline of mathematics 
in its own right and investigation of a broad range 
of applications, as well as development of a sound 
background for further studies in mathematics and 
mathematics related fields.

OUTLINE
In undertaking these units, students are expected to 
be able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving rational, real and complex arithmetic, sets, 
lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, 
algebraic manipulation, equations and graphs with 
and without the use of technology. They should have 
facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches 
to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, 
graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical 
functionality of technology for teaching and learning 
mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit 
as applicable.

UNIT 1:
• Geometry, measurement and trigonometry –  

Vectors in the Plane

• Graphs of linear and non-linear relations

• Algebra and structure - Transformations, 
trigonometry and matrices

UNIT 2:
• Arithmetic and number - Number systems and 

recursion

• Arithmetic and number - Principles of counting

• Graphs of linear and non-linear relations - 
Kinematics

OUTCOMES
• Define and explain key concepts in relation to the 

topics from the selected areas of study, and apply 
a range of related mathematical routines and 
procedures.

• Apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, and analyse and discuss these 
applications of mathematics in at least three areas 
of study.

• Use technology to produce results and carry 
out analysis in situations requiring problem-
solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches in at least three areas of study.

Specialist Mathematics
ASSESSMENT
Assessment tasks must include components to be 
completed with and without the use of technology as 
applicable to the outcomes.

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 1 should be 
based on the student’s performance on a selection of the 
following assessment tasks:

• Assignments

• Tests

• Summary or review notes.

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 2 should be 
based on the student’s performance on a selection of the 
following assessment tasks:

• Modelling tasks

• Problem-solving tasks

• Mathematical investigations.

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 3 should be 
based on the student’s performance on aspects of tasks 
completed in demonstrating achievement of Outcomes 1 
and 2 that incorporate opportunity for the effective and 
appropriate use of technology.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Completion of or concurrent study of Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
When studied in conjunction with Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2, this study leads to Mathematical 
Methods Units 3 and 4 and Specialist Mathematics Units 
3 and 4. 
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This unit focuses on building and refining performance 
and musicianship skills. Students focus on either 
group or solo performance and begin preparation of 
a performance program they will present in the end-
of year examination. As part of their preparation, 
students will also present performances of both group 
and solo music works using one or more instruments 
and take opportunities to perform in familiar and 
unfamiliar venues and spaces. They study the work 
of other performers and refine selected strategies to 
optimise their own approach to performance. They 
identify technical, expressive and stylistic challenges 
relevant to works they are preparing for performance 
and endeavour to address these challenges. Students 
develop their listening, aural, theoretical and analytical 
musicianship skills and apply this knowledge when 
preparing and presenting performances.

COURSE OUTLINE
Areas of Study:

• Performance

• Preparing for performance

• Music language

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Prepare and present accurate and expressive 
performances of informed interpretations of 
program/s of group and solo works.

• Demonstrate performance techniques, technical 
work and exercises, and describe their relevance 
to the performance of selected group and/or solo 
works.

• Identify, re-create, notate and transcribe short 
excerpts of music, and discuss the interpretation 
of expressive elements of music in pre-recorded 
works.

• Contribute to interpretation in a performance of 
a prepared ensemble program

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 
Unit 3 - 20% of final result

• A demonstration of material selected to assist 
with the development of general instrumental 
technique and preparation of works selected.

• A discussion of how the selected material is 
supporting the student’s development as an 
instrumentalist.

• A demonstration of knowledge of music theory 
and aural and musicianship skills.

Unit 4 - 10% of final result

• A demonstration of material selected to assist 
with development of general instrumental 
technique and preparation of works selected.

• A discussion of how the selected material is 
supporting the student’s development as an 
instrumentalist.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
• External end-of-year performance examination – 

50% (25-40 minute solo or group performance)

• End-of-Year aural and written examination – 20%.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Students should have been learning an instrument for at 
least 4 years. Previous completion of Music Performance 
Units 1 and 2 is strongly advised. Private tuition 
throughout this course is essential.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
VCE Music offers students opportunities for personal 
development and to make an ongoing contribution to 
the culture of their community through participation in 
life-long music making. This subject is a prerequisite or 
at least highly desirable for entry into tertiary courses in 
the Performing Arts – Music or Music Education. Studies 
in Music Performance are also beneficial for students 
wishing to enter audio engineering, sound production 
and event management.

Music Performance
These units focus on performance in solo and group 
contexts, studying approaches to performance 
and performing, and developing skills in aural 
comprehension. Students present a solo and a group 
performance, demonstrate prepared technical works and 
perform previously unseen music. Skills will be developed 
in analysis of music; composition or improvisation.

UNITS 1 & 2 COURSE OUTLINE
Areas of Study:

• Performance

• Preparing for performance

• Music language

• Organisation of sound

OUTCOMES
On completion of these units students should be able to:

• Perform a program(s) of contrasting solo and 
group works and selected solo technical work.

• Analyse and evaluate influences on works being 
prepared for performance and approaches that 
can be used to optimise performance of those 
works.

• Describe how instruments are used in combination 
using selected elements of music, and recognise, 
sing and write scales, intervals and chords, 
transcribe rhythms and melodies, use conventions 
in music notation.

• Devise a composition or improvisation that uses 
music language drawn from analysis of selected 
works being prepared for performance.

• Demonstrate developing performance and 
presentation skills in performing a program(s) of 
contrasting solo and group works, unprepared 
performance, and selected technical work.

• Discuss the contextual issues and describe the 
characteristics and styles represented in the works, 
the structure of the works and expressive features 
of the works relevant to performances.

• Recognise, sing and write scales, intervals and 
chords, transcribe rhythms and melodies, use 
conventions in music notation and describe how 
instruments are used in combination.

Music Performance
ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory completion for the unit is based on a 
decision that the student has demonstrated achievement 
of the above mentioned set of outcomes.

Tasks for each outcome include:

OUTCOME 1
• Solo performance recital

• Group performance recital

OUTCOME 2
• Design and performance of technical works

• Oral presentation or multimedia presentation

OUTCOME 3
• An exam that includes written and aural 

components

• A practical musicanship test

OUTCOME 4 (UNIT 2 ONLY)
• A folio of composition and/or improvisation 

exercises and accompanying documentation that 
describes the use of music language in one of the 
exercises

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Private tuition throughout this course is essential. 
Students should have been learning an instrument for 
at least 1-2 years (if they wish to terminate at the end 
of Unit 2) and at least 3-4 years if they wish to continue 
to Units 3 and 4. Students should preferably be at AMEB 
Grade 6 level or equivalent during Units 1 & 2. However, 
this is a guide only and suitability can differ greatly from 
one discipline to the next. Please contact the College for 
further advice on a student’s suitability for this course.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
VCE Music offers students opportunities for personal 
development and to make an ongoing contribution to 
the culture of their community through participation in 
life-long music making. This subject is a prerequisite or 
at least highly desirable for entry into tertiary courses 
in the Performing Arts – Music or Music Education. 
Studies in Music Performance are also beneficial for 
students wishing to enter audio engineering, sound 
production, sound design, music composition and event 
management.
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UNIT 3: MOVEMENT SKILLS & ENERGY FOR 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

COURSE OUTLINE
• How are movement skills improved?

In this area of study students examine the biomechanical 
and skill acquisition principles that can be applied when 
analysing and improving movement skills used in physical 
activity and sport. Through coaching and involvement 
in a variety of practical activities, students investigate 
and analyse movements to develop an understanding 
of how the correct application of biomechanical and 
skill acquisition principles leads to greater efficiency and 
accuracy in movement skills.

• How does the body produce energy?

In this area of study students explore the various systems 
and mechanisms associated with the production of 
energy required for human movement. They consider 
the cardiovascular, respiratory and muscular systems and 
the roles of each in supplying oxygen and energy to the 
working muscles. Students also consider the many factors 
contributing to fatigue as well as recovery strategies 
used to return to pre-exercise conditions.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Collect and analyse information from, and 
participate in, a variety of physical activities 
to develop and refine movement skills from a 
coaching perspective, through the application of 
biomechanical and skill acquisition principles.

• Use data collected in practical activities to analyse 
how the major body and energy systems work 
together to enable movements to occur, and 
explain the factors causing fatigue and suitable 
recovery strategies.

UNIT 4: TRAINING TO IMPROVE PERFORMANCE

COURSE OUTLINE
• What are the foundations of an effective training 

program? 

In this area of study students focus on the information 
required to form the foundation of an effective training 
program. They use data collected from participating in a 
series of fitness tests to inform the design of the training 
program. 

• How is training implemented effectively to 
improve fitness?

In this area of study students focus on the 
implementation and evaluation of training principles 
and methods. Students identify and consider components 
of an exercise training session, they monitor, record and 
adjust training. Students explain the chronic adaptations 
that occur from training.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Analyse data from an activity analysis and 
fitness tests to determine and assess the fitness 
components and energy system requirements of 
the activity.

• Participate in a variety of training methods, and 
design and evaluate training programs to enhance 
specific fitness components.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
School Assessed Coursework in Unit 3 consists of 
three tasks of which a structured questions task and 
laboratory report are mandatory. Unit 4 has four tasks: 
two mandatory written reports, a reflective folio of 
participation in at least 5 training sessions and structured 
questions.

• Unit 3 coursework - 25%

• Unit 4 coursework - 25%

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
• End-of-year two hour examination - 50%

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Further study or careers in physical education, sport 
and recreation, human movement, sports coaching, 
health sciences, nursing, paramedicine, physiotherapy, 
radiography, occupational therapy, osteopathy and other 
related medical fields.

Physical Education 
UNIT 1:  THE HUMAN BODY IN MOTION

COURSE OUTLINE
• How does the musculoskeletal system produce 

movement?

In this area of study students examine the 
musculoskeletal system of the human body and how the 
muscles and bones work together to produce movement. 
Through practical activities they explore the major 
components of the musculoskeletal system and their 
contributions and interactions during physical activity, 
sport and exercise.

• How does the cardiorespiratory system function at 
rest and during physical activity?

In this area of study students examine the cardiovascular 
and respiratory systems of the human body and how 
the heart, blood vessels and lungs function at rest and 
during physical activity. Through practical activities 
students explore the structure and function of the 
cardiorespiratory system and their contributions and 
interactions during physical activity, sport and exercise. 

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Collect and analyse information from, and 
participate in, a variety of practical activities to 
explain how the musculoskeletal system functions 
and its limiting conditions, and evaluate the 
ethical and performance implications of the use 
of practices and substances that enhance human 
movement.

• Collect and analyse information from, and 
participate in, a variety of practical activities to 
explain how the cardiovascular and respiratory 
systems function and the limiting conditions 
of each system, and discuss the ethical and 
performance implications of the use of practices 
and substances to enhance the performance of 
these two systems.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment in Unit 1 includes a written report analysing 
participation in at least four physical activities as well 
as two other tasks selected from the following (not 
exclusively): case study analysis, data analysis, structured 
questions, visual presentation and practical laboratory.

Physical Education 
UNIT 2: PHYSICAL ACTIVITY, SPORT & SOCIETY

COURSE OUTLINE
• What are the relationships between physical 

activity, sport, health and society?

In this area of study students focus on the role of 
physical activity, sport and society in developing and 
promoting healthy lifestyles and participation in physical 
activity across the lifespan. 

• What are the contemporary issues associated with 
physical activity and sport?

In this unit students focus on a range of contemporary 
issues associated with physical activity and/or sport at 
the local, national and global level. They select and 
explore one issue from a social-ecological perspective 
to evaluate the effect of individual, social, policy and 
physical environmental factors on participation in 
physical activity. Students develop an understanding of 
the historical, and current perspectives of the issue and 
forecast future trends.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Collect and analyse data related to individual 
and population levels of participation in 
physical activity and sedentary behaviour to 
create, undertake and evaluate an activity plan 
that meets the physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour guidelines for an individual or a specific 
group.

• Apply a social-ecological framework to research, 
analyse and evaluate a contemporary issue 
associated with participation in physical activity 
and/or sport in a local, national or global setting.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment tasks for Unit 2 includes a written plan and 
reflective folio. Another task will be selected from the 
following: visual presentation, written report or oral 
presentation.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Physical Education Units 3 and 4, further study or careers 
in physical education, sport and recreation, human 
movement, sports coaching, health sciences, nursing, 
paramedicine, physiotherapy, and other related medical 
fields.
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UNIT 3
In this unit students explore the importance of energy 
in explaining and describing the physical world. They 
examine the production of electricity and its delivery to 
homes. Students consider the field model and explore 
the interactions, effects and applications of gravitational, 
electric and magnetic fields. Students use Newton’s 
laws to investigate motion in one and two dimensions, 
and are introduced to Einstein’s theories to explain the 
motion of very fast objects.  

COURSE OUTLINE
• How do things move without contact?

• How are fields used to move electrical energy?

• How fast can things go?

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Analyse gravitational, electric and magnetic 
fields, and use these to explain the operation of 
motors and particle accelerators and the orbits of 
satellites.

• Analyse and evaluate an electricity generation 
and distribution system.

• Investigate motion and related energy 
transformations experimentally, analyse motion 
using Newton’s laws of motion in one and two 
dimensions, and explain the motion of objects 
moving at very large speeds using Einstein’s 
theory of special relativity.

UNIT 4
In this unit, students explore the use of wave and particle 
theories to model the properties of light and matter. 
They examine how the concept of the wave is used to 
explain the nature of light and explore its limitations in 
describing light behaviour. Students further investigate 
light by using a particle and wave model to explain its 
behaviour. Students design and undertake investigations 
involving at least two continuous independent variables. 

COURSE OUTLINE
• How can waves explain the behaviour of light?

• How are light and matter similar?

• Student extended practical investigation.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Apply wave concepts to analyse, interpret and 
explain the behaviour of light. 

• Provide evidence for the nature of light and 
matter, and analyse the data from experiments 
that supports this evidence.

•  Design and undertake a practical investigation 
related to waves or fields or motion, and present 
methodologies, findings and conclusions in a 
scientific poster. 

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
At least one different task per outcome selected from 
the following:

• Annotations of at least two practical activities 
from a practical logbook

• A report of a student investigation 

• A report of a physics phenomenon 

• Data analysis 

• Media analysis/response 

• Design, building, testing and evaluation of a 
device or physical model 

• An explanation of the operation of a device or 
physical model 

• A proposed solution to a scientific or 
technological problem

• A response to structured questions

• A reflective learning journal or blog related to 
selected activities or in response to an issue 

• A test (short answer and extended response).

Unit 3 coursework - 21%

Unit 4 coursework - 19%

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
• End-of-year 2.5 hour examination - 60%

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Students are advised to have successfully completed 
Physics Unit 2. They should also have strong 
mathematical skills.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
The study of Physics is a prerequisite, or at least highly 
desirable, for entry into many science and technology 
courses at tertiary level.

Physics 
UNIT 1: WHAT IDEAS EXPLAIN THE PHYSICAL 
WORLD?
Students use thermodynamic principles to explain 
phenomena related to changes in thermal energy. They 
apply thermal laws when investigating energy transfers 
within and between systems, and assess the impact of 
human use of energy on the environment. Students 
examine the motion of electrons and explain how it can 
be manipulated and utilised. They explore scientifically 
accepted theories that explain how matter and energy 
have changed since the origins of the Universe.

AREAS OF STUDY
• How can thermal effects be explained?

• How do electric circuits work?

• What is matter and how is it formed?

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Apply thermodynamic principles to analyse, 
interpret and explain changes in thermal 
energy in selected contexts, and describe the 
environmental impact of human activities with 
reference to thermal effects and climate science 
concepts.

• Investigate and apply a basic DC circuit model to 
simple battery-operated devices and household 
electrical systems, apply mathematical models 
to analyse circuits, and describe the safe and 
effective use of electricity.

• Explain the origins of atoms, the nature of 
subatomic particles and how energy can be 
produced by atoms.

UNIT 2: WHAT DO EXPERIMENTS REVEAL ABOUT 
THE PHYSICAL WORLD?
Students investigate the ways in which forces are 
involved both in moving objects and in keeping 
objects stationary. Students choose one of twelve focus 
studies to pursue an area of interest by investigating a 
selected question. Students also design and undertake 
investigations involving at least one independent, 
continuous variable. A student-designed practical 
investigation relates to content drawn from Area of 
Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2 and is undertaken in Area 
of Study 3.

AREAS OF STUDY:
• How can motion be described and explained?

• Focus study

• Practical investigation

Physics 
FOCUS STUDY OPTIONS
Twelve options are available to choose a Focus Area of 
Study. One option is selected from topics such as:

• What are stars?

• Is there life beyond Earth’s Solar System?

•  How do forces act on the human body?

• How can AC electricity charge a DC device?

A full list of options is available in the Physics Study 
Design available on the VCAA website.

OUTCOMES
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• investigate, analyse and mathematically model 
the motion of particles and bodies.

• Specific to individual focus study selected by the 
student. (see pages 22-33 of the Physics Study 
Design).

• Design and undertake an investigation of a 
physics question related to the scientific inquiry 
processes of data collection and analysis, and 
draw conclusions based on evidence from 
collected data.

ASSESSMENT
Suitable tasks include but are not restricted to: 

• An annotated folio of practical activities

• A data analysis

• Design, build, test and evaluate a device

• A summary report of selected practical 
investigations including maintenance of a 
logbook

• A written report of a physics phenomenon

• A test comprising multiple choice and/or short 
answer and/or extended response

•  A report of a practical investigation in an 
appropriate format, such as a scientific poster or 
digital presentation (compulsory in Unit 2).

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
It would be an advantage to study some mathematics 
concurrently with these Physics units, especially General 
Mathematics or Mathematical Methods.

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Physics is a foundation science subject and is highly 
recommended for students interested in science or 
technology. 
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Psychology Psychology
UNIT 3: HOW DOES EXPERIENCE AFFECT 
BEHAVIOUR AND MENTAL PROCESSES?
In this unit students examine both macro-level and 
micro-level functioning of the nervous system to explain 
how the human nervous system enables a person to 
interact with the world around them. They explore how 
stress may affect a person’s psychological functioning 
and consider the causes and management of stress. 
Students investigate how mechanisms of memory and 
learning lead to the acquisition of knowledge, the 
development of new capacities and changed behaviours.

COURSE OUTLINE
• How does the nervous system enable 

psychological functioning?

• How do people learn and remember?

OUTCOMES
• Explain how the structure and function of the 

human nervous system enables a person to 
interact with the external world and analyse the 
different ways in which stress can affect nervous 
system functioning.

• Apply biological and psychological explanations 
for how new information can be learnt and stored 
in memory, and provide biological, psychological 
and social explanations of a person’s inability to 
remember information.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Contributes 16% of final assessment and includes an 
Empirical Research Investigation related to an aspect 
of memory conducted by the student, and at least two 
different tasks selected from:

• Evaluation of research

• Data analysis

• Essay

• Media response

• Folio of practical activities oral presentation

• Report of a student investigation

• Test

• Visual presentation

UNIT 4: HOW IS WELLBEING DEVELOPED AND 
MAINTAINED?
In this unit students examine the nature of consciousness 
and how changes in levels of consciousness can affect 
mental processes and behaviour. They consider the role 
of sleep and the impact that sleep disturbances may have 
on a person’s functioning.

COURSE OUTLINE
• How do levels of consciousness affect mental 

processes and behaviour?

• What influences mental wellbeing?

OUTCOMES
• Explain consciousness as a continuum, compare 

theories about the purpose and nature of sleep, 
and elaborate on the effects of sleep disruption 
on a person’s functioning. 

• Explain the concepts of mental health and mental 
illness including influences of risk and protective 
factors, apply a biopsychosocial approach to 
explain the development and management of 
specific phobia, and explain the psychological 
basis of strategies that contribute to mental 
wellbeing.

A student-designed or adapted practical investigation 
related to mental processes and psychological 
functioning is undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or 
across both Units 3 and 4.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
Contributes 24% of final assessment and includes at least 
two different tasks selected from:

• Evaluation of research

• Data analysis

• Essay

• Media response

• Folio of practical activities oral presentation

• Report of a student investigation

• Test

AND

• A structured scientific poster according to the 
VCAA template

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
• A 2.5 hour examination will contribute 60% of the 

final assessment.

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
There are no prerequisites for Psychology Units 3 and 
4, although completion of Units 1 and 2 would be 
advantageous.

UNIT 1: HOW BEHAVIOUR AND MENTAL 
PROCESSES ARE SHAPED
Advances in brain research methods have led to new 
ways of understanding the relationship between the 
mind, brain and behaviour. In this area of study students 
examine how our understanding of brain structure and 
function has changed over time and how the brain 
enables us to interact with the external world around us. 
They analyse the roles of specific areas of the brain and 
the interactions between different areas of the brain 
that enable complex cognitive tasks to be performed. 
Students explore how brain plasticity and brain damage 
can affect a person’s functioning.

COURSE OUTLINE
• How does the brain function?

• What influences psychological development?

OUTCOMES
• Describe how understanding of brain structure 

and function has changed over time, explain how 
different areas of the brain coordinate different 
functions, and explain how brain plasticity 
and brain damage can change psychological 
functioning. 

• Identify the varying influences of nature and 
nurture on a person’s psychological development, 
and explain different factors that may lead to 
typical or atypical psychological development.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment tasks for this unit are selected from:

• Research investigation

• Annotated folio of activities

• Media response

• Oral presentation

• Visual presentation

• Test

• Essay

• Debate

• Data analysis

• Evaluation of research.

UNIT 2: HOW DO EXTERNAL FACTORS INFLUENCE 
BEHAVIOUR AND MENTAL PROCESSES?
A person’s thoughts, feelings and behaviours are 
influenced by a variety of biological, psychological and 
social factors. In this unit students investigate how 
perception of stimuli enables a person to interact with 

the world around them and how their perception of 
stimuli can be distorted. They evaluate the role social 
cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, perception of 
themselves and relationships with others. Students 
explore a variety of factors and contexts that can 
influence the behaviour of an individual and groups. 
They examine the contribution that classical and 
contemporary research has made to the understanding 
of human perception and why individuals and groups 
behave in specific ways.

COURSE OUTLINE
• What influences a person’s perception of the 

world?

• How are people influenced to behave in particular 
ways?

OUTCOMES
• Compare the sensations and perceptions of vision 

and taste, and analyse factors that may lead to 
the occurrence of perceptual distortions. 

• Identify factors that influence individuals to 
behave in specific ways, and analyse ways in 
which others can influence individuals to behave 
differently.

• In this area of study students design and conduct 
a practical investigation related to external 
influences on behaviour.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment tasks for this unit are selected from:

• Research investigation

• Annotated folio of activities

• Media response

• Oral presentation

• Visual presentation

• Test

• Essay

• Data analysis

• Evaluation of research

• Student-directed practical investigation

RECOMMENDED/PREREQUISITE
Year 10 Science

WHERE THIS STUDY LEADS
Psychology Units 3 & 4
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Studio ArtsStudio Arts
UNIT 3: STUDIO PRACTICES AND PROCESSES
In this unit students focus on the implementation of 
an individual studio process leading to the production 
of a range of potential directions. Students develop 
and use an exploration proposal and apply a studio 
process to define an area of creative exploration. These 
explorations form an intrinsic part of the studio process 
to support the making of finished artworks in Unit 4. 
During Unit 3, students are expected to visit a variety 
of art exhibitions, reflect on the different environments 
where artworks are exhibited and examine how artworks 
are presented to an audience. 

COURSE OUTLINE
• Exploration proposal

• Studio process

• Artists and studio practices

OUTCOMES 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 

• Prepare an exploration proposal that formulates 
the content and parameters of an individual 
studio process including a plan of how the 
proposal will be undertaken.

• Progressively present an individual studio process 
recorded in written and visual form that produces 
a range of potential directions, and reflects the 
concepts and ideas documented in the exploration 
proposal and work plan.

• Examine the practice of at least two artists, with 
reference to two artworks by each, referencing 
the different historical and cultural context of 
each artwork.

UNIT 4: STUDIO PRACTICE AND ART INDUSTRY 
CONTEXTS 
In this unit students focus on the planning, production 
and evaluation required to develop, refine and present 
artworks that link cohesively according to the ideas 
resolved in Unit 3. To support the creation of artworks, 
students present visual and written evaluation that 
explains why they selected a range of potential 
directions from Unit 3 to produce at least two finished 
artworks in Unit 4. The development of these artworks 
should reflect refinement and skilful application of 
materials and techniques, and the resolution of ideas 
and aesthetic qualities discussed in the exploration 
proposal in Unit 3. Once the artworks have been made, 
students provide an evaluation about the cohesive 
relationship between the artworks. This unit also 
investigates aspects of artists’ involvement in the art 
industry, focusing on a least two different exhibitions, 
that the student has visited in the current year of study 

with reference to specific artworks in those exhibitions. 
Students investigate the methods and considerations 
of the artist and/or curator involved in the preparation, 
presentation and conservation of artworks displayed in 
at least two different galleries or exhibitions. 

COURSE OUTLINE
• Production and presentation of artworks

• Evaluation

• Art industry contexts

OUTCOMES 
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

• Present at least two finished artworks based 
on selected and evaluated potential directions 
developed through the studio process, which 
demonstrate refinement and application of 
materials and techniques, and that realise and 
communicate the student’s ideas expressed in the 
exploration proposal.

• Provide visual and written documentation that 
identifies and evaluates the extent to which the 
artworks reflect the selected potential directions, 
and effectively demonstrates a cohesive 
relationship between the works.

• Compare the methods used by artists and 
considerations of curators in the preparation, 
presentation, conservation and promotion 
of specific artworks in at least two different 
exhibitions.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 
• School Assessed Coursework in Units 3 & 4 will 

include arts literacy and written analysis responses 
- 10% of total Study Score.

• School Assessed Task 1 (SAT 1) – Unit 3 (Outcome 1 
and Outcome 2) - 30% of total Study Score 

• School Assessed Task 2 (SAT 2) – Unit 4 (Outcome 1 
and Outcome 2) - 30% of total Study Score

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
• End-of-year examination – 30% of total Study 

Score 

LEVY
A subject levy of $140 per Unit applies to Studio Arts 
Units 3 & 4 (ie. $280 for both Units). This covers basic 
materials, tools and major excursions provided by the 
College.

UNIT 1: STUDIO INSPIRATION AND TECHNIQUES 
In this unit students focus on developing an individual 
understanding of the stages of studio practice and learn 
how to explore, develop, refine, resolve and present 
artworks. Students explore sources of inspiration, 
research artistic influences, develop individual ideas and 
explore a range of materials and techniques related to 
specific art forms. Using documented evidence in a visual 
diary, students progressively refine and resolve their skills 
to communicate ideas in artworks.

Students also research and analyse the ways in which 
artists from different times and cultures have developed 
their studio practice to interpret and express ideas, 
source inspiration and apply materials and techniques 
in artworks. The exhibition of artworks is integral to 
Unit 1 and students are encouraged to visit a variety of 
exhibition spaces throughout the unit, reflect on the 
different environments and examine how artworks are 
presented to an audience.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Researching and recording ideas.

• Studio practice.

• Interpreting art ideas and use of materials and 
techniques.

OUTCOMES 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 

• Record in a Visual Diary sources of inspiration and 
artistic influences and outline individual ideas, art 
forms and aesthetic qualities, and translate these 
into visual language.

• Produce a folio of exploration, at least one 
finished artwork and progressively record the 
development of their studio practice, conveying 
individual ideas through the exploration of 
materials and techniques in the selected art 
form/s.

• Discuss the artistic practice of artists from 
different times and cultures, their sources of 
inspiration, materials and techniques for at least 
two artworks by each artist.

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment in this unit will include a Folio (finished 
artworks and visual diary) and a written analysis.

UNIT 2: STUDIO EXPLORATION AND CONCEPTS 
In this unit students focus on establishing and using 
a studio practice to produce artworks. Students will 
use an individual approach to documenting sources of 
inspiration, and experimentation with selected materials 
and techniques relevant to specific art forms. Through 
a visual diary, they will explore, develop and create 
ideas, subject matter, aesthetic qualities and record the 
development of studio process.

Through the study of art movements and styles, students 
will develop a broad knowledge about the history of art 
and practise skills in visual analysis. 

The exhibition of artworks is integral to Unit 2 and 
students are encouraged to visit a variety of exhibition 
spaces throughout the unit, reflect on the different 
environments and examine how artworks are presented 
to an audience.

COURSE OUTLINE
• Exploration of studio practice and development of 

artworks.

• Ideas and styles in artworks.

OUTCOMES 
On completion of this unit students should be able to: 

• Develop an individual exploration proposal to 
form the basis of a studio process, and from this 
produce and document a variety of potential 
directions in a visual diary for at least one 
artwork.

• Compare a range of historical and contemporary 
art periods, styles or movements, and analyse the 
ways in which artists communicate ideas, develop 
styles and demonstrate aesthetic qualities in 
artworks.

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment in this unit will include a Folio (finished 
artwork and visual diary), and a written analysis.

LEVY 
A subject levy of $120 per Unit applies to Studio Arts 
Units 1 & 2 (ie. $240 for both units). This covers basic 
materials, tools and major excursions provided by the 
College. 
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VET Building & Construction 
CERTIFICATE II IN BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION  (22338VIC)

DESCRIPTION
This is a two-year course which aims to provide 
participants with the knowledge and skills to achieve 
competencies that will enhance their employment 
prospects in the building and construction or related 
industries. It also aims to enable participants to gain a 
recognised statement of attainment and to make an 
informed choice of vocation or career path.

UNITS 1 & 2 COURSE OUTLINE
Units 1 & 2 are designed to build skills for the construction 
industry. This course develops industry specific knowledge 
and abilities through studying the following units: 

• Prepare to work safely in the construction industry

• Work effectively and sustainably in the 
construction industry

• Provide basic emergency life support

• Conduct workplace communication

• Prepare for work in the construction industry

• Identify and handle carpentry tools and equipment

• Apply WHS requirements, policies and procedures 
in the construction industry

• Apply basic levelling procedures

UNITS 3 & 4 COURSE OUTLINE
Units 3 & 4 are designed to further develop skills for 
the construction industry. This course deepens industry 
knowledge and abilities through studying more advanced 
techniques. Students will study the following units:

• Carry out measurements and calculations

• Interpret and apply basic plans and drawings

• Perform basic setting out 

• Construct basic sub-floor

• Construct basic wall frames

• Erect and safely use working platforms

ASSESSMENT
Assessment is based on the successful demonstration of 
competencies. Students must also satisfy the required 
practical and written tasks as well as the hours of work in 
each unit.

LEVY
$240 per year (plus white card and first aid costs). This 
covers all building materials. 

NOTE: Students are expected to purchase their own work 
boots to wear in practical classes.

VET subjects should be viewed as 1-2 year programs and 
students should commit for that time. Students who 
withdraw from the course after the Term 1 deadline 
and prior to completion of a full academic year will 
not be entitled to a full reimbursement of the levy 
as purchases of consumables and bookings are made 
months in advance. Any reimbursement of the levy is at 
the discretion of the College. VET levies are charged in 
Semester 1 each year.

WHERE THIS COURSE CAN LEAD
Students who complete Units 1 & 2 will move onto Units 
3 & 4.

• EMPLOYMENT 
This program may lead to students gaining 
employment in trade areas such as carpentry, 
bricklaying, wall and floor tiling, stone masonry or 
painting and decorating.

• APPRENTICESHIP  
This program offers a partial completion of the 
Pre-apprenticeship – Certificate II in Building and 
Construction (Carpentry).  
A pre-apprenticeship qualification is nationally 
recognised and has recommended training credit 
into the apprenticeship in the same industry 
area. A pre-apprenticeship training program 
prepares the student for entry into a trade based 
apprenticeship by equipping the student with 
foundation knowledge and skills.  
It is anticipated that a student who has completed 
the Certificate II in Building and Construction Pre-
apprenticeship will be in an enhanced position to 
gain an apprenticeship with an employer in the 
building and construction industry in carpentry, 
bricklaying, plastering, stone masonry, wall and 
floor tiling, or painting and decorating.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
Students must complete Units 1 & 2 prior to commencing 
Units 3 & 4.

For 2nd Year students, additional classes will be run as a 
‘Trade Block’ one day per week. You must be willing to 
attend these after school classes in your second year if 
you choose this subject.

First aid and Construction Induction Card (CIC or white 
card) and basic scaffolding training are a compulsory 
requirement of the course.  You will miss a number of 
days of school throughout the year. You will need to be 
highly organised and prepared to catch up on all work 
missed. Other assessments may be rescheduled for you 
if they clash with this training, although you will be 
expected to sit all assessments at their scheduled time 
upon your return.
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VET Furniture Making 
CERTIFICATE II IN FURNITURE MAKING  (MSF20516)

DESCRIPTION
This is a two-year course which aims to provide 
participants with the knowledge and skills to achieve 
competencies that will enhance their employment 
prospects in the furniture or furniture-related industries. 
It also aims to enable participants to gain a recognised 
qualification and to make an informed choice of 
vocation or career path.

UNITS 1 & 2 COURSE OUTLINE
Units 1 & 2 are designed to build skills for the furniture 
and cabinet making industry. This course develops 
industry specific knowledge and abilities through 
studying the following units: 

• Develop a career plan for the furnishing industry

• Participate in environmentally sustainable work 
practices

• Demonstrate care and apply safe practices to work

• Select and apply hardware

• Prepare surfaces

• Join materials used in furnishing

• Make simple timber joints

• Organise and communicate information

UNITS 3 & 4 COURSE OUTLINE
Units 3 & 4 are designed to further develop skills for 
the furniture and cabinet making industry. This course 
deepens industry knowledge and abilities through 
studying more advanced techniques and undertaking 
more complex projects. Students will study the following 
units:

• Use furniture making hand and power tools

• Assemble furnishing components

• Undertake a basic furniture making project

• Make measurements and calculations

ASSESSMENT
Assessment is based on the successful demonstration 
of competencies. Students must satisfy the required 
practical and written tasks as well as the hours of work 
in each unit.

LEVY
$240 per year (plus white card and first aid costs). This 
covers all building materials.

NOTE: Students are expected to purchase their own work 
boots to wear in practical classes.

VET subjects should be viewed as 1-2 year programs and 
students should commit for that time. Students who 
withdraw from the course after the Term 1 deadline 
and prior to completion of a full academic year will 
not be entitled to a full reimbursement of the levy 
as purchases of consumables and bookings are made 
months in advance. Any reimbursement of the levy is at 
the discretion of the College. VET levies are charged in 
Semester 1 each year.

WHERE THIS COURSE CAN LEAD
• EMPLOYMENT 

This program may lead to students gaining 
employment in trade areas such as cabinet and 
furniture making.

• APPRENTICESHIP 
Achievement of this nationally recognised 
qualification and its competencies will provide 
advanced progress toward reaching competence 
in units contained in other Furniture Making 
qualifications. 

The Certificate II in Furniture Making Pathways delivers 
broad-based underpinning skills and knowledge in a 
range of furniture making tasks which will enhance 
the graduate’s entry-level employment prospects for 
apprenticeship, traineeships or general employment in 
a furniture or cabinet making environment. This may 
include furniture maker, cabinet maker, kitchen and 
bathroom installer, flooring installer, upholsterer or 
furniture finisher. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
Students who undertake the VCE VET Furniture 
Making program based on qualifications from the MSF 
Furnishing Training package may be eligible for:

The award of MSF20516 Certificate II in Furniture Making 
Pathways

Recognition of up to four units at Units 1 and 2 level and 
a Units 3 and 4 sequence.

NOTE
The Units 3 & 4 sequence of VCE VET Furniture Making 
is not designed as a stand-alone study. Students are 
strongly advised against undertaking the Units 3 and 4 
sequence without first completing Units 1 and 2.

For second year students, additional classes will be run 
as a ‘Trade Block’ one day per week. You must be willing 
to attend these after school classes in your second year if 
you choose this subject.

DESCRIPTION
This is a two (possibly three) year course which aims to 
provide participants with the knowledge and skills to 
achieve competencies that will enhance their employment 
prospects in the hospitality industry. It also aims to enable 
participants to gain units towards a nationally recognised 
qualification and to make an informed choice of vocation 
or career path.

UNITS 1 & 2 COURSE OUTLINE
In Units 1 & 2 students develop and expand their 
knowledge of the hospitality industry, covering all base 
terminology, laws and skills required. Students will study 
the following units:

• Read and respond to simple workplace information

• Work effectively with others 

• Use hygienic practices for food safety 

• Prepare simple dishes

• Source and use information on the hospitality 
industry

• Maintain the quality of perishable items 

• Participate in safe work practices 

• Prepare sandwiches 

• Interact with customers 

• Carry out basic calculations

• Show social and cultural sensitivity

• Use food preparation equipment 

• Use hospitality skills effectively

• Produce dishes using basic methods of cookery 

• Clean kitchen premises and equipment 

UNITS 3 & 4 COURSE OUTLINE
The 2nd year of VET Hospitality is where you choose which 
stream you would prefer to complete and specialise in. 
Both streams gain real experience in running Restaurants 
for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner services as well as some 
Events within the College. 

If you begin the Course in Year 10 you have the option to 
do both streams. 

• Front of House which includes waitressing, coffee 
making and bar work making you very employable 
in a Café, Bar or Restaurant as a Waitress or Bar 
Attendee

• Kitchen Operations which includes deepening 
kitchen skills and knowledge ticking off Units of 
Competency from your Chef’s Apprenticeship. 

HOSPITALITY STREAM - UNITS 3 & 4
• Prepare and serve non alcoholic beverages 

• Prepare and serve espresso coffee 

• Serve food and beverage

• Provide advice on food.

KITCHEN OPERATIONS STREAM - UNITS 3 & 4
• Prepare appetisers and salads  

• Prepare stocks, sauces and soups  

• Prepare vegetable, fruit, egg and farinaceous 
dishes  

• Use cookery skills effectively  

• Prepare poultry dishes.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment is based on the successful demonstration of 
competencies within each unit. Students must also satisfy 
the required hours of work in each unit, this includes the 
practical tasks as well as the completion of written work 
and assignments.

LEVY
$340 for first year students.

$440 for second and third year students.

This covers all food and consumables and excursions.

VET subjects should be viewed as 1-2 year programs and 
students should commit for that time. Students who 
withdraw from the course after the Term 1 deadline 
and prior to completion of a full academic year will 
not be entitled to a full reimbursement of the levy 
as purchases of consumables and bookings are made 
months in advance. Any reimbursement of the levy is at 
the discretion of the College. VET levies are charged in 
Semester 1 each year.

WHERE THIS COURSE CAN LEAD
Students who complete Units 1 & 2 will move onto 
Units 3 & 4 into either the Hospitality Stream or the 
Kitchen Operations Stream depending on which is being 
run (alternating years). Those students commencing 
Hospitality Units 1 & 2 in Year 10 will have the option to 
complete the two streams over 3 years.

• EMPLOYMENT 
This program gives students a better opportunity 
to gain employment in the hospitality industry, 
whilst studying or working towards employment 
as an Apprentice Chef or Hospitality Trainee upon 
completion of the 2 to 3 year program.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
Students must complete Units 1 & 2 prior to commencing 
Units 3 & 4. Classes may be run as a ‘Trade Block’ one day 
per week as well as during the normal timetable. Trade 
block will either be after school or during one lunchtime. 

VET Hospitality 
CERTIFICATE II IN KITCHEN OPERATIONS  (SIT0416) 

CERTIFICATE II IN HOSPITALITY (SIT20316)
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VET Sport & Recreation 
CERTIFICATE III IN SPORT & RECREATION  (SIS30513)

DESCRIPTION
This is a two year course which aims to develop specific 
skills and knowledge in coaching and the organisation of 
sporting events. 

During the first year of Certificate III there is a strong 
practical component. This will include a number of 
compulsory excursions and camps. 

UNITS 1 & 2 COURSE OUTLINE
Compulsory Units

• Organising and complete daily work activities 

• Apply First Aid 

• Respond to emergency situations

• Work effectively in sport and recreation 
environments 

• Follow health and safety policies 

• Assist in preparing and conducting sport and 
recreation sessions. 

Elective Units

Students will complete a minimum of 5 elective units 
which may include kayaking, canoeing, climbing, 
bushwalking, skiing, snowboarding and camping.

Students will take on a leadership role and assist 
in preparing and running the Sport & Rec camps 
throughout the year. These include the Murray River 
canoe overnight trip in Term 1. Plus a major camp in 
Term 3 or 4 where students will choose a focus of either 
Snow, Water or Mountains.   

UNITS 3 & 4 COURSE OUTLINE
During the second year of Certificate III there is greater 
focus on the theory component, however, there still 
may be a number of excursions where students may miss 
other classes. 

Compulsory Units

• Plan and conduct sport and recreation sessions

• Participate in WHS hazard identification, risk 
assessment and risk control

• Conduct basic warm-up and cool-down programs

• Facilitate groups

• Educate User Groups

Elective Units

• Develop and update knowledge of coaching 
practices

• Students will take on a leadership role assisting in 
the preparation and running of various Sport & 
Recreation activities. These could include Primary 

School Athletics Carnivals, camps and school-based 
activities.  

ASSESSMENT
Assessment is based on the successful demonstration of 
competencies. Students must also satisfy the required 
hours of work in each unit. 

Many of the competencies will be assessed during the 
camps and excursions throughout the year. Students 
unable to attend these may not satisfy the requirements 
of the course.

LEVY
$600 for first year students.

$300 for second year students. 

The levy for each year covers all compulsory camps 
and excursions (see assessment) taken throughout the 
year. There may be extra costs incurred for example, 
equipment hire. 

VET subjects should be viewed as 1-2 year programs and 
students should commit for that time. Students who 
withdraw from the course after the Term 1 deadline 
and prior to completion of a full academic year will 
not be entitled to a full reimbursement of the levy 
as purchases of consumables and bookings are made 
months in advance. Any reimbursement of the levy is at 
the discretion of the College. VET levies are charged in 
Semester 1 each year.

WHERE THIS COURSE CAN LEAD
Students who complete Units 1 & 2 will move onto Units 
3 & 4 and complete a full Certificate III in Sport and 
Recreation. 

• EMPLOYMENT 
This program provides background knowledge 
and skills for entry level employment areas such as 
sports coaching, recreation venues and the fitness 
industry.

• TERTIARY STUDIES 
Students who successfully complete the program 
have credit towards Certificate IV in Recreation. 
The program provides a firm foundation of theory 
and practice to assist with future diploma or 
degree course in the sport area.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
The camps and excursions in Sport & Recreation are a 
compulsory requirement of the course.  You will miss a 
number of days at school throughout the year. You will 
need to be highly organised and prepared to catch up on 
all work missed. By beginning this course in Year 10 and 
completing it in Year 11, you will need to miss minimal 
school in Year 12.
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The purpose of the VCAL LITERACY strand: is to enable the development of skills, knowledge and attitudes in literacy 
that allows for progression in the main social contexts of family, employment, further learning and citizenship. Literacy 
skills corresponding with these social contexts include literacy for self-expression, practical purposes, knowledge and 
public debate. Students must demonstrate competency in the following learning outcomes:

Literacy Skills

INTERMEDIATE NUMERACY SKILLS

UNIT 1 
• Numerical Skills and Processes

• Financial Literacy

• Planning and Organising

• Measurement, Representation and Design

Strand 1 VCAL  Strand 2

Industry Specific Skills
Your VCAL program at the Intermediate and Senior levels must include components of nationally recognised VET 
qualifications. The range of VET options is extensive and students can choose to study VET at either Victory or with 
another provider upon consultation with the VET Coordinator. 

 > Go to page 14 

for more information about VET.

Course outlines for VET subjects offered at Victory Lutheran College can be found on pages 69-72. 

SENIOR NUMERACY SKILLS 

UNIT 1
• Numerical Skills and Processes

• Financial Literacy

• Planning and Organising

• Measurement, Representation and Design

The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop everyday numeracy skills to make sense of their daily 
personal and public lives. The mathematics involved includes numbers and data, financial literacy, time and location, 
and measurement and design. It also includes the use of software tools and devices applied to tasks that are part of 
the students’ normal routine but extends to applications outside their immediate personal environment such as in 
the workplace and the community.

Students must demonstrate competency in all of the following learning outcomes: 

INTERMEDIATE LITERACY SKILLS

UNIT 1: READING & WRITING 
• Writing for self-expression 

• Writing for practical purposes 

• Writing for knowledge 

• Writing for public debate

• Reading for self-expression

• Reading for practical purposes

• Reading for knowledge

• Reading for public debate  

UNIT 2: ORAL SKILLS 
• Oracy for Self-expression 

• Oracy for Knowledge 

• Oracy for Practical Purposes

• Oracy for Exploring Issues and Problem-solving 

SENIOR LITERACY SKILLS

UNIT 1: READING & WRITING  

• Writing for self-expression 

• Writing for practical purposes

• Writing for knowledge

• Writing for public debate

• Reading for self-expression 

• Reading for practical purposes

• Reading for knowledge 

• Reading for public debate

UNIT 2: ORAL SKILLS 
• Oracy for Self-expression

• Oracy for Knowledge

• Oracy for Practical Purposes

• Oracy for Exploring Issues and Problem-solving

 

Numeracy Skills

 > Course Outline - VET Building & Construction 

 > Course Outline - VET Furniture Making 

 > Course Outline - VET Hospitality 

 > Course Outline - VET Sport & Recreation 
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The purpose of the Work Related Skills Strand is to develop skills, knowledge and attributes valued within community 
and work environments as a preparation for employment. The development of employability skills within this strand 
provides students with a capacity to explore, consider and choose from a range of pathways. A knowledge and 
understanding of Workplace Health and Safety (WHS) is integral to students’ preparation for a variety of community 
and work environments.

Students must show competence in all learning outcomes.

Work Related Skills

VCAL  Strand 3

The purpose of the Personal Development Skills Strand is to develop knowledge, skills and attributes that lead 
towards the development of self and engaging with the community through:

• improved resilience, self- esteem and efficacy 

• improved health and wellbeing

• family, social, community and environmental responsibilities

• valuing participation in a democratic society.

Students must demonstrate competency in all the following learning outcomes:

Personal Development Skills

VCAL  Strand 4

INTERMEDIATE WORK RELEATED SKILLS

UNIT 1
• Research and describe WHS roles and 

responsibilities of the relevant personnel in a 
selected work environment. 

• Identify and apply complex WHS procedures in a 
selected workplace.

• Work in a team to plan and undertake a complex 
WHS activity.

• Research and present findings on employment 
opportunities and conditions in the selected 
workplace.

• Prepare an application for an employment 
opportunity.

UNIT 2:
• Work in a team to research, plan and organise a 

complex work-related activity / project.

• Describe, analyse and demonstrate employability 
skills valued in a complex work-related activity/
project.

• Identify and solve issues relevant to a complex 
work-related activity/project.

• Work cohesively in a team to complete a complex 
work-related activity/project.

• Review and evaluate the process and outcome of 
a complex work-related activity/project. 

• Develop and deliver a presentation on a complex 
work-related activity / project, using appropriate 
technology. 

SENIOR WORK RELATED SKILLS

UNIT 1
• Communicate ideas and information about a 

range of complex WHS requirements in a selected 
work environment. 

• Conduct a risk assessment of potential hazards 
within a selected workplace.

• Undertake a self-directed, complex WHS project.

• Research, analyse and present findings on 
employment opportunities and conditions in a 
selected industry.

• Prepare and critically analyse an application for an 
employment opportunity.

UNIT 2:
• Demonstrate initiative / enterprise in the planning 

of a complex, self-directed work-related project.

• Investigate, analyse and demonstrate 
employability skills valued in a complex, self-
directed work-related project.

• Identify, analyse and solve issues related to a 
complex, self-directed work-related project. 

• Work cohesively with others to support the 
completion of a self-directed complex work-
related project. 

• Analyse and evaluate the process and outcomes of 
a complex, self-directed work-related project.

• Deliver a sustained presentation of a complex, 
self-directed work-related project using 
technology in an innovative manner.

INTERMEDIATE PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS

UNIT 1
• Plan, organise and carry out a complex activity/

project.

• Demonstrate knowledge and skills in the context 
of a complex activity /project.

• Demonstrate self-management skills for goal 
achievement in the context of a complex activity/
project.

• Demonstrate interpersonal skills to communicate 
ideas and information.

• Demonstrate leadership skills and responsibilities. 

UNIT 2
• Research and analyse an issue affecting members 

in a community.

• Plan and organise a complex activity/project 
concerning an environmental, cultural or social 
issue within a community.

• Use a range of communication strategies to raise 
awareness of an environmental, cultural or social 
issue within a community.  

• Analyse and apply problem solving skills related to 
an environmental, cultural or social issue within a 
community.

• Actively contribute to group cohesion to 
manage a complex activity/project concerning an 
environmental, cultural or social community issue. 

SENIOR PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS

UNIT 1 

• Plan, organise and carry out a self-directed 
complex project.

• Evaluate the impact of environmental, cultural or 
social issues within a self-directed complex project.

• Implement decision-making skills in a self-directed 
complex project.

• Apply strategies to improve communication in a 
self-directed complex project.

• Demonstrate leadership skills for group and team 
work within a complex self-directed complex 
project.

UNIT 2 
• Research, analyse and evaluate an environmental, 

cultural or social issue that affects members of a 
community. 

• Establish or build on an external partnership 
to address and/or promote awareness of an 
environmental, cultural or social issue within a 
community.

• Plan, organise and carry out a self-directed 
complex project related to an environmental, 
cultural or social issue within a community. 

• Present and communicate ideas and information 
in a self-directed complex project related to an 
environmental, cultural or social issue within a 
community. 

• Demonstrate effective teamwork skills in a 
self-directed complex project related to an 
environmental, cultural or social issue within a 
community.
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Start 
Planning
 

SAMPLE PLAN (TRADITIONAL VCE PATHWAY) FOR A COURSE TARGETING 
EDUCATION OR EXERCISE SCIENCE

Sample Course Plan

 English Pre-General Science History Sport  VET Sport &  HPE 
  Maths  (Core) Science Recreation  
      

 English Pre-General Science Biology Music:  VET Sport &  HPE 
  Maths  Cells &  Recreation  
    Systems  
      S

EM
 2

  
  S

EM
 1

Live 
Performance

 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 VET 
 English General Business Physical  Music   Sport &   
  Maths Management Education Performance Recreation 

 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 VET 
 English General Business Physical Music  Sport &  
  Maths Management Education Performance Recreation

Y
EA

R
 1

1

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 STUDY 
 English Further Business Physical  Music LINE  
  Maths  Management Education Performance 

 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 STUDY 
 English Further Business Physical Music  LINE  
  Maths  Management Education Performance 

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

If successful this student would receive a Certificate II in Sport & Recreation, their Victorian Certificate of Education and 
would have the maximum of 6 subjects at Units 3 & 4 level counting towards their ATAR for entry into a tertiary course. 

EXAMPLE TERTIARY REQUIREMENTS

EDUCATION (K-12) – CHARLES STURT UNIVERSITY
Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of VCE English requirements.

In this scenario, there are no prerequisites. Provided the student achieves the required ATAR, they’re eligible for entry 
into the course. Note that many education courses now have minimum literacy and numeracy requirements prior to 
graduation. Check with individual Universities regarding their requirements. 

EXERCISE AND SPORT SCIENCE – RMIT
Prerequisites: Units 3 and 4 and a Study Score of at least 20 in one of Biology, Chemistry, Math Methods, Specialist 
Maths, Physical Education or Physics; and any Unit 3 and 4 English with a Study Score of at least 25.

In this scenario, the subject prerequisites are satisfied. Provided the student achieves the required ATAR,  they’re 
eligible for entry into the course. It should be noted though that the prerequisite lists both high level Maths and 
Sciences, indicating that these will likely be core components of this tertiary course. So whilst it is not necessary to study 
them in the VCE, it would be advisable to have studied at least one of these subjects. 

Y
EA

R
 1

0
Y

EA
R

 1
2

Start Planning

SAMPLE PLAN FOR AN ACCELERATED VCE PATHWAY COURSE TARGETING 
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE OR PHYSIOTHERAPY

Sample Course Plan

 English Pre-Maths Science Sport  Cells,  Unit 1  HPE 
  Methods  Science Systems & Studio Arts  
      Organisms 

 English Pre-Maths Science History Music  Unit 2  HPE 
  Methods   (Core)  Studio Arts  
      
     

Y
EA

R
 1

0

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 3 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 3 
 English Math Biology Physical  Health &   Studio Arts  
  Methods  Education HD  

 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 4 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 4 
 English Math Biology Physical Health &  Studio Arts 
  Methods  Education HD

Y
EA

R
 1

1

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 STUDY 
 English Maths Biology* Physical  Health &  LINE 
  Methods   Education HD 

 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 STUDY 
 English Maths Biology* Physical Health &  LINE 
  Methods   Education HD

Y
EA

R
 1

2

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

EXAMPLE TERTIARY REQUIREMENTS
* The above example shows the student repeating Unit 3/4 Biology. Other options available would be according to 
the ‘My Year 12’ eligibility (see page 9)

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE – MONASH UNIVERSITY
Prerequisites: Units 3 and 4: A Study Score of at least 25 in English (any); and Study Score of at least 25 in Chemistry; 
and a Study Score of at least 25 in one of Maths Methods, Specialist Maths or Physics.

In this scenario, the subject prerequisites are not satisfied. The student will not be eligible for entry into this 
course, even if the required ATAR is achieved. The student has completed English and Math Methods, but has not 
fulfilled the Chemistry prerequisite.

PHYSIOTHERAPY – AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
Prerequisites: A Study Score of at least 25 in English (any); and a Study Score of at least 25 in one of Biology, 
Chemistry or Physics. 
In this scenario, the subject prerequisites are satisfied.  Provided the student achieves the scores and the required 
ATAR, they’re eligible for entry into the course.

Christian 
Studies Christian 

Studies

Voyage

OR

Veta-
morphus

Voyage

OR

Veta-
morphus
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Start Planning

SAMPLE PLAN FOR A COURSE TARGETING HOSPITALITY   
OR ENTRY INTO THE WORKFORCE VIA VCAL

Sample Course Plan (VCAL)

 English Pre-General Science History Music VET  HPE 
  Maths    Composition Hospitality   
       (1st Year)

 English Pre-General Science Food  Media VET  HPE 
  Maths  Technology Arts Hospitality   
       (1st Year) 
     

Y
EA

R
 1

0

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

 VCAL VCAL VCAL VCAL VCE VET 
 Literacy Numeracy Personal Work Business Hospitality   
   Development Related Management (2nd Year) 
   Skills Skills Unit 1  

 VCAL VCAL VCAL VCAL VCE VET 
 Literacy Numeracy Personal Work Business Hospitality   
   Development Related Management (2nd Year) 
   Skills Skills Unit 2  

Y
EA

R
 1

1

 S
EM

 2
  

   
 S

EM
 1

 VCAL VCAL VCAL VCAL VCE VET 
 Literacy Numeracy Personal Work Geography Hospitality   
   Development Related Unit 1 (3rd Year) 
   Skills Skills   

 VCAL VCAL VCAL VCAL VCE VET 
 Literacy Numeracy Personal Work Geography Hospitality   
   Development Related Unit 2 (3rd Year) 
   Skills Skills    S

EM
 2

  
   

 S
EM

 1

Students would complete one day per week Structure Work Placement (SWP) in a Hospitality related industry. 
Alternately, they can also experience a SWP in a different industry.

# Hospitality 3rd year is optional. Students may choose to do other VET/VCE units or further SWP.

SAMPLE PLAN FOR A COURSE TARGETING ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE  
OR A VET PATHWAY IN BUILDING

Sample Course Plan

 English Pre-Maths Science Media Electronics VET  HPE 
  Methods  Arts  Building &   
       Construction

 English Pre-Maths Science History Art VET  HPE 
  Methods  (Core)  Building &   
       Construction 
     

Y
EA

R
 1

0

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 VET 
 English Math Studio Physics History Building &   
  Methods Arts    Construction  

 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 VET 
 English Math Studio  Physics History Building & 
  Methods Arts    Construction

Y
EA

R
 1

1

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 STUDY 
 English Maths Studio Physics History: LINE 
  Methods Arts   Revolutions

 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 STUDY 
 English Maths Studio Physics History: LINE 
  Methods Arts   Revolutions

Y
EA

R
 1

2

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

If successful this student would receive their Victorian Certificate of Education and would have 5 subjects at Units 
3 and 4 level counting towards their ATAR for entry into a tertiary course. Both Building & Construction and 
Vetamorphus would give credit at Unit 3/4 level, and one would give a 6th “10% average of the primary 4 study 
scores” towards the ATAR. Partial completion of the Cert II in Building & Construction would be attained along 
with a Cert III in Christian Ministry & Theology.

EXAMPLE TERTIARY REQUIREMENTS

ENGINEERING - ELECTRICAL – RMIT
Prerequisites: Units 3 and a Study Score of at least 20 in Math Methods or Specialist Maths; and any Units 3 and 4 
English with a Study Score of at least 25.

In this scenario, the subject prerequisites are satisfied. Provided the student achieves the scores and the required 
ATAR, they’re eligible for entry into the course.

DESIGN (ARCHITECTURE) – DEAKIN UNIVERSITY
Prerequisites: Units 3 and 4 English (any) and a Study Score of at least 20.

In this scenario, the subject prerequisites are satisfied. Provided the student achieves the scores and the required 
ATAR, they’re eligible for entry into the course.

APPRENTICESHIP (E.G. BUILDER, HAIRDRESSER, CABINET MAKER, ELECTRICIAN)
The above subjects could also lead to a trade and apprenticeship in a range of areas. This can be a particularly 
flexible pathway for students who might change their mind during their VCE or fall short of University entrance 
requirements. 

Christian 
Studies

Voyage

OR

Veta-
morphus

Voyage

OR
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morphus
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Remember to submit your subject preference online

www.selectmysubjects.com.au 
Return a printed and signed receipt to the Administration Office  

by 9am, Friday 2nd August 2019

STUDENT NAME
 
Use this blank template to plan your VCE Pathway. Remember – this does not lock you into any of these subjects! It is a planning 
guide only. Take this completed form to your Year 11 Subject Interview along with a printout of your online selections

Select your preferred pathway:   q VCE PATHWAY q ACCELERATED VCE PATHWAY    q VCAL PATHWAY

My Course Plan

 English Maths Science History    Christian HPE 
  (Pre-General or  (Core)   Studies 
  Pre-Methods)  

 English Maths Science     Christian HPE 
  (Pre-General or     Studies 
  Pre-Methods)

Y
EA

R
 1

0

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

    
    

   
   

Y
EA

R
 1

1

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

Voyage

OR

Veta-
morphus

 

Y
EA

R
 1

2

 S
EM

 2
  

  S
EM

 1

either semester

CHECK THE FOLLOWING

CAREERS/COURSES OF INTEREST TO ME: 

PREREQUISITES I MAY NEED FOR ENTRY INTO THESE UNIVERSITY COURSE(S). 

(Use the  VTAC Prerequisite and Course Planner   to assist you.) 

• Does this course satisfy VCE/VCAL requirements? Yes   No 

• Does this course keep open a suitable range of options for me? Yes   No 

• Does this course match my interests and abilities? Yes   No 

QUESTIONS I NEED TO ASK SOMEONE WHOM WILL I ASK?

Some of the people you may talk to regarding your questions could be the subject teacher(s), Careers Coordinator, 
Year 11 or Year 12 Team Leader, Head of Secondary School. Extra copies of this template are available in Student Café 
(Links) and Cirrus.

Glossary
 AT Assessment Task (Units 1 & 2 level)

 Degree Award for completed University course (usually 3-4 years)

 DES Derived exam score

 Diploma Award for completed University or TAFE course (usually 2-3 years)

 Elective A subject or unit chosen from a range of options

 ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

 ESL English as a Second Language

 GAT General Achievement Test

 Increment Additional points given for fifth and sixth subjects in the calculation of the ATAR

 Infoline The VTAC Infoline is the telephone service used for the VTAC application process

 LOTE Languages other than English

 Prerequisite VCE studies that you must complete for entry to a course

 Primary Four The first four subjects counted in the calculation of the ATAR. English is always counted first.

 SAC  School Assessed Coursework (Units 3 & 4 level)

 SAT School Assessed Task (Units 3 & 4 level)

 SWP Structured Work Placement

 TAFE Technical and Further Education

 VCAA Victorian Curriculum & Assessment Authority

 VCAL Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

 VCE Victorian Certificate of Education

 VCE Study Score The score issued by the VCAA. It indicates the relative position in a study.

 VET Vocational Education and Training

 VICTER Victorian Tertiary Entrance Requirements – published two years in advance and annually by 
VTAC, listing studies needed for entry to University and TAFE courses.

 VTAC Victorian Tertiary Admission Centre

 VTAC Guide VTAC Guide to University and TAFE courses – published in July each year,  
describing courses and application procedures for the coming year

optional 6th subject in Year 12

http://delta.vtac.edu.au/CourseSearch/prerequisiteplanner.htm


Victory Lutheran College 
28 Drage Road, Wodonga 
Enquiries 02 6057 5859 
Email reception@vlc.vic.edu.au

www.vlc.vic.edu.au

FOUNDATION TO YEAR 12 
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