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2018 INDONESIAN TOUR / SISTER SCHOOL VISIT

As a College, we wish to further foster our Sister School relationship in 
Gunungsitoli on the island of Nias, Indonesia. In 2018 we are hosting 
students from Gunungsitoli for two weeks in Term 2 and conducting an 
Indonesian Cultural Tour for our students to Nias in September. 
These are both exciting opportunities which will allow our students to use their 
language skills and develop a broader understanding of cultures and custom 
beyond their local community. 
This booklet will provide some details about the Indonesian Tour / Sister 
School visit, but for further details, I invite you to come along to the Parent 
Information evening on Monday 19th March from 6pm in the Argus Learning 
Centre. 
Yours in Christ, 

Mr John Thompson 
Principal
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What is the Educational Purpose for this trip?
The main educational purpose for the Indonesian tour is to support the foreign language program 
within Victory Lutheran College, which is Indonesian. Visiting Indonesia gives students the 
opportunity to apply what they have learnt as well as accelerate their learning. In-country visits 
have long been accepted as one of the best ways to increase students’ language acquisition.

Secondly, students who are able to visit a country which is much lower down on the development 
index than Australia, provides direct experience on ways in which life for most of humanity might 
differ from their own, both materially and culturally. This sort of experience usually has a profound 
effect on how a student views, not only the rest of the world, but also their own lives.

Thirdly, Victory has forged an international sister school relationship and wishes to support our 
sister-school Sekolah Menengah Atas Banua Niha Keriso Protestan Gunungsitoli (SMA BNKP 
Gunungsitoli). Already, this fine Lutheran school has had a significant increase in its enrolments 
which it attributes to the association it began last year with Victory Lutheran College. This sister-
school relationship gives the students of SMA BNKP Gunungsitoli a greater opportunity to both 
learn about the outside world and perform well in their year 12 English exam which, for many, will 
be their gateway to further education and/or better jobs.

Special Highlights of the Tour
STOPOVER IN MALAYSIA
On the way to Indonesia we will have a stopover in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Not only does this 
make the trip cheaper than flying straight to Jakarta, but it also gives the students the opportunity 
to visit another country which speaks Indonesian (though they call it Malaysian it is the same 
language). Malaysia is at a much higher development level than Indonesia and Kuala Lumpur 
is a beautiful, clean, green, modern city. It is useful for the students to see Kuala Lumpur before 
visiting Indonesia so they can ponder why it is that people of the same ethnicity and language are 
so much more materially advanced in one country than the other.

A FOCUS ON THE OUTDOORS
A survey of interested students found that they wanted the trip to prioritise the outdoors and 
seeing wild animals. This trip does prioritise seeing large Asian animals and visiting areas of great 
natural beauty. Please see the itinerary for details.

The trip will include a visit to a highland area around Lake Toba, which apart from the grand 
scenery is useful for making the students aware that even though Indonesia is on the equator 
there are many places with a pleasantly cooler mountain climate.

OFF THE TOURIST TRAIL
Our sister school is not located in a big city or even on one of Indonesia’s main islands, so 
students will experience an area not yet been affected by western global brands. There are no 
McDonalds on Nias, nor any Novotel. This ‘off the beaten track’ experience will give students a 
view of Indonesian life that they won’t see in tourist hotspots like Bali and Java.
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Nias is a recognised cultural hotspot of Indonesia. Its traditional architecture is famous throughout 
Indonesia for its enormous houses. There are still clear cultural links to its past in traditions such 
as ‘lompat batu’ in which young men are trained to leap over high stone walls. This was a practice 
formerly developed to aid the attacking of walled villages.

LANGUAGE IMMERSION 
We will be spending one week on Nias with our sister school. This will give students many 
opportunities to interact with local students of their own age. This immersive experience is not 
possible travelling through Indonesia as a tourist. It is when you spend time with local people and 
interact with them outside of a business context that you gain the richest experiences.

RECIPROCAL BENEFIT
You can rest assured that our sister school derives a real benefit from our visit. They inform 
us that their involvement with VLC means that they have more inspired students and staff and 
can offer a better educational program, particularly in English. This in turn has increased their 
enrolments, leading to more resources that can be utilised to produce, again, better educational 
outcomes.

Year 11 students from our sister school are expected to visit VLC this year and we hope this 
becomes a regular event. There is a potential for students and families to form global connections, 
to reconnect with friends made on previous trips.

STAFF SUPERVISION
This trip will be accompanied by a minimum of three VLC staff in keeping with the school’s policy 
of ensuring high standards of supervision and care.

Have More Questions?
Contact Secondary Indonesian Teacher, and Tour Co-ordiantor, Mr Gavin Hickey at Victory

 ghickey@vlc.vic.edu.au 

or call 02 6057 5859

Dates
Tour dates are booked for 

SATURDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER - SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 
 
This will mean students will miss the last week of Term 3 and one week of the holiday break. 

Please view the Itinerary for breakdown of tour stops, accommodation and activities.

mailto:%20ghickey%40vlc.vic.edu.au%20?subject=
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Cost
APPROXIMATE COST: $2,300
First deposit  4th May  $1,300 
Second  4th June $500 
Final  3rd August $500

Please see further details over page on costs. 

WHAT THE PRICE INCLUDES
• All flights

• All accommodation

• All transport (Buses, train fares, trishaws, boats, etc.)

• All entrance fees (parks, museums, etc) and all activity costs (guided walks)

• All breakfasts and some other meals during the tour. 

• Travel Insurance

WHAT THE PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE
• Many lunches and dinners. This is because buying food is an authentic language 

challenge that we want students to engage in. Meals in Indonesia and Malaysia are 
very cheap, usually they can be found for less than $3 but if you allow for $10 a meal 
then this would be more than enough.

• Passports – each student must have their own passport.

• Souvenirs and presents for buddies that may be allocated to you at the sister school – 
students will need to bring some money if they wish to shop.

• Transport between Wodonga and Melbourne – families need to arrange for their child’s 
transport to and from Melbourne.

A WORD ABOUT PRICES AND EXPECTATIONS
A great effort has been made to make this trip as affordable as possible so that it is accessible 
to as many students.

Steps taken to reduce costs:

• No travel agent has been used. Everything is organised by the VLC teacher in charge.

• Safe and clean, but inexpensive accommodation is being used rather than big hotels.

• The fast, modern metro system will be used to get around Kuala Lumpur rather than a 
private bus.

Some guarantees:

• All bus trips mentioned in this itinerary will be private buses where our group are the 
only passengers and the driver contracted to our group.

• Safety and hygiene will be primary considerations in choosing all accommodation.

Please keep in mind, however, that Indonesia is at a lower level of economic development 
compared to Australia. On the island of Nias there might not be a hotel that offers the same 
level of facilities as the closest motel to your house.
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HOW THE PRICE MIGHT VARY
Until we have confirmed numbers and deposits we are unable to book flights and hotels. 
Consequently, when determining our costs we have to consider that before we make our bookings 
the price of flights may rise and our preferred hotels may become unavailable. As a result, the tour 
is budgeted for the full amount to cover every contingency. 

If actual Costs are below our budgeted price, families will be refunded at the conclusion of the trip. 
However there is no guarantee.

WHY NO HOSTING?
The family homes of many of the students at our sister school are located in the hinterland of the 
island and are difficult to get to, consequently many students are lodged with ‘host mothers’ who 
are paid by their families to look after them. Given these arrangements, and the fact that ‘Working 
with Children Checks’ would be difficult to organise in Indonesia, our sister school has made it 
clear to us that they are not in a position to offer host families.They have, however, offered us the 
use of their newly built accommodation unit on the Church’s grounds.

Who can go?
YEAR 10 STUDENTS
Any Year 10 student is eligible to go if they have enrolled for, at least, one semester of Indonesian 
studies at Victory in 2018.

YEAR 11 STUDENTS
Any Year 11 student is eligible to go. There is no requirement to study Indonesian this year.

Parent Information Evening

MONDAY 19TH MARCH
6.00PM

ARGUS LEARNING CENTRE
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Proposed Itinerary
DAY 1 – 15TH SEPTEMBER - SATURDAY
 Parents/Guardians are responsible for transporting students to Melbourne Airport.

8pm - 10pm A VLC staff member will be waiting at a designated assembly point in Melbourne Airport 
from 8.00pm. At 10.00pm all students will have said their final goodbyes to parents/
guardians and started passing through immigration controls.

DAY 2 – 16TH SEPTEMBER - SUNDAY
1.10am – 6.25am  Air Asia flight to Kuala Lumpur the capital of Malaysia. Breakfast either on plane or in 

airport then 42 minute train ride from airport into central Kuala Lumpur. Followed by a 25 
minute train journey to Batu caves where we will spend several hours examining these 
remarkable caves and the Hindu temples and cultural activities which have grown up 
around them. Expect monkeys. There will also be a short ‘helmeted’ tour of a natural 
cave. We will have lunch at the caves and then return to central Kuala Lumpur and on to 
the Airport.

5.00pm - 5.00pm  Air Asia flight to Medan, Indonesia (1 hour flight crossing time zone). Medan is the 
largest city on the major island of Sumatra. On arrival we will board our hired transport 
for the 4 hour drive to Bukit Lawang, a village on the edge of the Gunung Leuser 
National Park. Bukit Lawang was the former site of an orangutan rehabilitation centre 
and the forests near the village are reputed to be one of the likeliest places to see 
orangutans in the wild.

 Accommodation:  Wisma Leuser Sibayak (or similar). Twin rooms

DAY 3 – 17TH SEPTEMBER, MONDAY
 A late start after yesterday’s long day in transit.

 Breakfast at hotel then exploring the sights of the village and its surrounds. We will find a 
place for lunch among the many offered before meeting our guide for the half-day jungle 
walk. Our experienced guide will be endeavouring to lead us to a spot where we can 
view orangutans. The hike will finish with inner tube rafting on a crystal clear forest river 
for those who want to participate.

 After dinner there will be evening activities.

 Accommodation:  Wisma Leuser Sibayak
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DAY 4 – 18TH SEPTEMBER, TUESDAY
 Breakfast at hotel before a 2-hour Bus or Jeep ride to Tangkahan for ‘Elephant 

Interactions’. Tangkahan is where in the 1990s a small group of environmentalists began 
patrolling on elephants a threatened area of jungle to protect it from illegal logging and 
palm oil operations. They were successful in saving their jungle and now this tiny place 
makes some income from introducing locals and foreigners alike to elephants and jungle 
trekking.

 We will have lunch at Tangkah in a reputedly beautiful spot overlooking the river followed 
by elephant interactions and a possible jungle walk. Tubing in another crystal clear forest 
river, will once again be an option before our 2-hour return journey to Bukit Lawang, 
Dinner and Evening Activities.

 Accommodation:  Wisma Leuser Sibayak

DAY 5 – 19TH SEPTEMBER, WEDNESDAY
 Breakfast at hotel before 6-hour bus ride to Lake Toba, the largest lake in South East 

Asia, and scene of the most catastrophic volcanic eruption in human history. The 
great Lake Toba is set in a highland area which is pleasantly cooler than the coastal 
regions, but it is still warm enough during the day to allow swimming in the clear waters 
of this beautiful lake. The Lake Toba highlands are part of the traditional homeland of 
the Batak, a warlike people who successfully defended their mountain home through 
many eras of Indonesian history. Our bus journey to Lake Toba will visit various sites 
on the way, including but not limited to the misty and often quite cold mountain town of 
Berastagi and the Sipiso-piso waterfall. Other sights could include sites of traditional 
architecture and/or coffee and palm oil plantations. Upon arriving at the lake we will 
board a boat to be transported across to the village Tuktuk which sits on a peninsular of 
Samosir Island, the large island which occupies the centre of Lake Toba.

 Accommodation:  Carolina Cottages or similar. Twin or triple rooms.

DAY 6 – 20TH SEPTEMBER, THURSDAY
 Batak Cultural Tour around Samosir Island either by ship or minibus depending on 

weather conditions. Samosir island is at the heart of Batak history and we will have a 
guided tour around cultural and historic sights that include a king’s grave, ancient stone 
monuments, traditional houses, a museum and dance performances.

 Accommodation:  Carolina Cottages or similar. Twin or triple rooms.

DAY 7 – 21ST SEPTEMBER, FRIDAY
 Boat back across the lake before 6-hour bus trip back to Medan for our 2.25pm Wings 

Air flight to Gunungsitoli, on Nias Island. Arriving at 3.25pm on Nias island we will 
be welcomed by a party from our sister school and transported to our newly built 
accommodation within the ‘Bishop’s Palace’. Afternoon activities will be arranged with 
our sister school SMA BNKP Gunung Sitoli which is located just a short walk from our 
accommodation.

DAY 8 – 22ND SEPTEMBER, SATURDAY
 Activities to be arranged with Sister School. A Church service is likely.

 Accommodation:  Rooms at Bishop’s Palace
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DAY 9 – 23RD SEPTEMBER, SUNDAY
 We hire a bus for the four-hour drive to Teluk Lagundri at the southern end of the Island. 

This drive will take us through the green and active gardens and jungle scenery of rural 
Nias. Our destination, Teluk Lagundri, has calm tropical beaches overhung by leaning 
palm trees. It is also close to a world-famous surf break, which attracts surfers from all 
over the world. We will stay here the night in preparation for sight-seeing on the morrow.

 Accommodation:  Oseda Nias Surf House or similar

DAY 10 – 24TH SEPTEMBER, MONDAY
 A walk on the beach before breakfast might be a good way to start the day before our 

cultural tour to Bawamataluo. We will visit the oldest and largest chief’s house on the 
island set in a traditional village of massive Niasan houses. The warrior art of Lompat 
batu (stone jumping) will be displayed. We will have lunch at Teluk Dalam before 
returning to Gunungsitoli.

 Accommodation:  Rooms at Bishop’s Palace

DAY 11 – 25TH SEPTEMBER, TUESDAY
 Activities to be arranged with Sister School, but a visit to Gunungsitoli Museum is on 

the cards. The museum is highly recommended as a place with fine artefacts from Nias’ 
interesting history.

 Accommodation:  Rooms at Bishop’s Palace

DAY 12 – 26TH  SEPTEMBER, WEDNESDAY
 Activities to be arranged with Sister School

 Accommodation:  Rooms at Bishop’s Palace

DAY 13 – 27TH SEPTEMBER, THURSDAY
 Activities to be arranged with Sister School

 Accommodation:  Rooms at Bishop’s Palace

DAY 14 – 28TH SEPTEMBER, FRIDAY 
 Up and packed early for our 8.50am Wings Air flight to Medan. Once arrived we will 

leave our luggage at the airport and set off for a day in Medan. We can either take in 
some historic sights like the Sultan’s Palace, the Great Mosque, and the house of Tjong 
A Fie or, alternately, to do some shopping either in a local market or an Asian mega 
mall. By 2.25pm we should be back at the airport ready for our 5.25pm – 7.25pm flight 
to Kuala Lumpur. We will have a short transit stop in Kuala Lumpur International Airport 
before our 10.30pm Flight to Melbourne.

ARRIVE: DAY 15 – 29TH SEPTEMBER, SATURDAY
 We touch down in Melbourne at 9.20am and would expect to be exiting immigration 

about 10.00am (although flights sometimes arrive early on this run due to strong 
tailwinds). Parents/guardians will be responsible for picking-up their weary explorers 
from the airport.
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VLC STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
Students should understand and accept the Code of Conduct

TOUR PLANNING PERIOD

1. Any difficulties of a personal, financial or social nature that may affect a student’s ability 
to participate in the tour must be communicated to one of the staff so that they can be 
addressed.

2. Students must attend any arranged meetings of the group in preparing for the overseas 
tour. 

INSTRUCTIONS, ATTENDANCE AND PERMISSIONS WHILE 
OVERSEAS

3. Students should have respect for the cultural diversity encountered in the other countries 
and refrain from making negative remarks or criticisms of the customs or the people of 
that country. They should maintain a positive attitude and willingness to learn from the 
experience.

4. Students must always follow the directions of the tour leader and accompanying teachers 
in matters of safety and personal wellbeing and be punctual at all times. Where given, 
they should also follow instructions of the local tour guides, escorts and teachers at 
destination school in regard to behaviour and movements during excursions, transit or at 
accommodation. 

5. Students may not leave the group at any time without the permission of one of the 
accompanying teachers and each student must report back to staff on his/her return to 
the group. If students leave the group they are to do so only with the company of a staff 
member (preferably) or TWO other students, and only remain in the vicinity of the group 
(i.e. to a toilet in a tour venue, to a counter of a restaurant or in the hotel). 

6. All students must attend and participate in the excursions and planned activities 
throughout the program unless they are hindered by illness or injury (in which case 
alternative arrangements that will include supervision must be made).

7. Students must attend any arranged meetings of the group (e.g. each morning, to receive 
information and instructions regarding the day’s activities).

8. The First Aid Kit will be carried with the group at all times. Students may be asked to 
carry the kit throughout the tour. Students should consult with accompanying teachers 
before accessing the contents of the kit. 

9. Students will be paired with another student on a ‘buddy’ system for keeping track 
of numbers while moving in public places and on transport. Students must alert an 
accompanying teacher immediately if they notice their ‘buddy’ is absent. 
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PERSONAL BEHAVIOUR

10. Students are required to abide by the laws of the destination country, as well as Australian 
laws for minors while on the tour.

11. No alcohol (regardless of local laws), tobacco (regardless of local laws), or illicit substance 
will be brought or consumed at any stage during the program.

12. Students must not visit the rooms of other students after specified ‘lights out’ time 
(accompanying teachers will dictate this on a daily basis, dependent on the day’s activities). 

13. Students will sleep in the rooms allocated by the accompanying teachers at each 
destination. These are pre-determined and not up for compromise. Students must not stay 
in another room, as each student needs an allocated roommate at all times. There are no 
single rooms and no mixed gender rooms.

14. Students are to adhere to the guidelines surrounding mobile phone use as communicated 
at each destination by the accompanying teachers. This includes respecting the phone 
use policies at visited locations such as museums, minimal social use during activities 
(photo/video use is fine) to gain the most from the experience. Students are responsible for 
connecting their own devices to Wifi at hotels and charging their own devices overnight.

15. Students are to refrain from romantic involvement/affection while on tour.

16. Modest dress and appropriate language are an expectation at all times. Students may be 
required to adjust clothing on teacher request (if deemed inappropriate).

17. Students must wear appropriate safety equipment such as seat belts in vehicles when 
available and required.

18. Students are not permitted to purchase and return to Australia with any inappropriate items, 
for example: knives, swords, light lasers etc. 

CONSEQUENCES
Students should be aware that the possible consequences for breaches of the Code 
of Conduct or for uncooperative or inappropriate behaviour include one or more of the 
following:
19. Being assigned extra duties during the program.

20. Being required to stay with teachers during certain activities or days.

21. Being excluded from particular activities (as appropriate for behaviour).

22. Having room arrangements altered to separate uncooperative students.

23. A major breach of the regulations may result in students being sent home to Australia early, 
at their parents’ expense.  
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