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Years 11 and 12 Subject Selection Information 2016 

 
The Aims of our College 

 
 

A Word from the Principal 
 
The senior years of schooling, Years 10, 11 and 12, represent the final phase of a student’s schooling 
experience. As a culminating phase of school education, we seek to develop increasing levels of 
interdependence amongst the young people in our care.  At West Moreton Anglican College we have a clear 
mission, as represented by our motto of "Faith, Knowledge, Service", to educate the whole child and we remain 
committed to the moral, ethical and behavioural education of the emerging adults in our Senior School, as well 
as their academic education.  While academic choices and goals are increasingly important in these senior 
years, our commitment to the pastoral education of our students continues unabated.  We are looking to turn out 
fine young men and women of whom we can both be proud, as well as students who have clarified and 
optimised their next stage of education and of life. 
  
The importance of the partnership between the school and the home remains as strong as ever.  Senior 
schooling in Queensland is a complex and sometimes confusing area replete with acronyms such as QCST, 
SAI, QCAA, and OAI; culminating for many in the much publicised OP.  Urban myths abound. Pathways through 
this terrain are diverse and increasingly flexible.  We offer a commitment to provide as much advice as we can 
to help parents and students negotiate this final period of formal schooling.  I urge families and students to read 
this booklet carefully and seek advice at the organised information sessions or at other times to assist in 
answering any questions. 
 
We offer a significant choice and range of pathways through senior schooling that are designed to provide a 
number of options for our students.  These must be considered carefully and discussed with your son or 
daughter so that they undertake the pathway that best suits their particular skills and abilities and facilitates 
them moving to the next stage of their educational journey, whether this is tertiary study, an apprenticeship, the 
workforce, a career in a specialist field or another option.  It is all about listening to them, guiding them, 
supporting them and working together to help them.  For this generation, life is not linear, it is a mosaic and 
quite often it is important to keep several options open. 
 
At the same time, irrespective of which pathway is chosen, it is important for families and their children to 
understand that we are now getting to the pointy end or the business end of formal schooling.  There is an 
expectation that our senior school students will work diligently.  I have long argued that students who elect to 
remain in school after attendance ceases to be compulsory, should be exhibiting similar work habits and 
attitudes to those of their contemporaries who have left school to join the work force. 
 
The years of senior schooling are often the most memorable and enjoyable for our students. At West Moreton 
Anglican College we stand ready to work with you in ensuring that this is the case for your son and daughter.  
 
 
 
 
Geoff McLay 
PRINCIPAL 
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Senior Schooling in Queensland 
Education at West Moreton Anglican College is divided into three Phases of Learning – Early, Middle and 
Senior.  The Senior Phase of Learning is defined as Years 10 – 12. This handbook is designed to inform you 
about the Senior Schooling curriculum at WestMAC and to help you make informed subject choices.   
 
In Queensland, schools produce detailed work programs for each subject taught at all year levels.  The work 
program shows how the school intends to achieve the aims of a course, as well as defining the program of 
assessment and criteria to be used in assigning standards to completed assessable work.  Students do not 
compete against each other for grades, but are assessed against standards described in the work program. 
 
For Years 11 and 12, the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority (QCAA) publishes subject-specific 
syllabuses for implementation state-wide.  Each QCAA subject includes mandatory requirements that apply to 
all students.  Depending on the subject, these range from course objectives to core areas of study and 
assessment requirements.  Schools have flexibility to choose or add material that meets the needs of their 
students.  Interpreting these syllabuses for the local setting, schools devise work programs that are submitted to 
the QCAA for approval. 
 
West Moreton Anglican College devises programs of work for Year 10 based on the Australian Curriculum 
published by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) for Mathematics, 
Science, English, History and Geography, and on the Queensland Essential Learnings for other subjects. 
 
Subjects offered in Year 10 at WestMAC are designed to function as both terminating courses, representing for 
some students their final year of study in a particular subject, as well as foundation courses for subjects 
undertaken in Years 11 and 12.  As foundation courses, these subjects allow students to make informed 
choices at the end of Year 10 as to whether or not they have an aptitude or interest in a particular subject.  Year 
10 subjects incorporate areas of specialised learning such as Physics and Chemistry, not undertaken by 
students in the Middle Years of Learning. 
 
Australian Curriculum courses for Years 11 and 12 are not expected to be ready for implementation by 2016. 
 

 
Senior School Pathways at West Moreton Anglican College 
 
West Moreton Anglican College offers a variety of pathways through the senior phase of schooling, allowing 
students to tailor their course of study to their individual needs. The pathway that a student follows through 
Years 11 and 12 depends on the answers to three fundamental questions: 
 

 What is the student’s intended post-school destination: University; TAFE, a Trade course or 
apprenticeship, or immediate entry into the work force? 

 

 What is the best pathway through Senior School to ensure that they achieve that goal; Overall Position, 
QTAC Selection Rank or Vocational Education? 

 

 What subjects should they select, consistent with their chosen Senior School pathway, that will help them 
achieve their goals?   

 
The pathways illustrated below are designed to allow WestMAC students to design a program of study that 
maximises their opportunities for success.  All three pathways offered at West Moreton Anglican College can 
lead students to a range of further education or employment opportunities.  Choose a pathway and select 
subjects that reflect your medium to long term goals and represents your strengths. 
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Years 11 and 12 Subject Selection Pathways 
 

Pathway; a way of achieving a specified result; a course of action. These examples are pathways to support  
either post-school employment or further tertiary education. 
 

  

OP 
 

Minimum 20 Semester 
units Authority (OP) 
Subjects (equivalent 
to at least 5 OP 
subjects) 

Must Include: 

 English 4 
Semesters 

 Maths A or B 

 3 or 4 OP 
electives 

May include 1 non-OP 
subject 

Minimum 3 OP 
subjects for 4 

Semesters 

(3X4 rule) 

 

VET 
 Pre-vocational 

Maths 

 English 
Communication 

 Certificate III in 
Fitness 

 Certificate III in 
Early Childhood 
Studies 

 Certificate II in 
Business 

 Certificate II in 
Information, 
Digital Media 

 Certificate I in 
Construction 

 Certificate II in 
Manufacturing 
Technology 

 Certificate II in 
Engineering 
Pathways 

 Certificate II in 
Hospitality 

 Certificate I in 
Furnishing 

 

OP Pathway   QTAC Rank Pathways  

Sample 
Blended 
Program 

 

 Maths A (OP) or 

 Prevocational 
Maths (non-OP) 

 English (OP)  or 

 English 
Communication 

 (non-OP) 

 Technology 
Studies (OP) 

 Certificate III in 
Early Childhood 
Studies (Non OP) 

 Certificate II in 
Manufacturing 
Technology (Non-
OP) 

 Hospitality 
Studies (OP) 

QCE 

TAFE 
University 

Employment 
Apprenticeship 
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The OP (Overall Position) pathway is usually recommended for students intending to go to university 
immediately after completing their schooling. However, it is by no means the only pathway that can lead to 
university study; in 2014 fewer than 50% of graduating Year 12 students in Queensland were eligible for an OP.  
Students wishing to be awarded an OP must study a minimum of five Authority subjects, three of which must be 
studied continuously for all four semesters of Years 11 and 12. They must also sit the QCS Test (Queensland 
Core Skills Test).  At WestMAC, as at most schools in Queensland, students are required to study six senior 
subjects.  
 
The QTAC Selection Rank (QTAC SR) pathway can also lead to tertiary studies, including university, but allows 
students to include a range of non-OP, Subject Area Specification (SAS) or VET subjects, all of which can 
contribute to the QTAC Selection Rank. All subjects offered at WestMAC count towards a QTAC SR. Students 
wishing to be awarded a QTAC SR can choose whether or not to sit the QCS Test; a result of D or better on the 
QCST can improve their rank. The maximum QTAC SR you can get is approximately 90 (equivalent to an OP6 
in 2011). 
 
The VET (Vocational Education) pathway is best suited to students intending to undertake a trade course or 
apprenticeship or to enter direct into the work force. 
Students on all three pathways can satisfy all the requirements for the Queensland Certificate of Education 
(QCE). 

 
The SET Plan 
During Year 10, individual students and their parents are invited to consult with staff to generate a Senior 
Education and Training Plan (SET Plan). The SET Plan is a personalised learning plan designed to guide 
students towards the appropriate Senior Schooling pathway for their career aspirations, academic interests and 
abilities. The SET Plan provides a framework for the decision making process with respect to senior subject 
selection and enables students to consider the implications for OP, QTAC SR and QCE eligibility of a particular 
course of study. Once created, the SET Plan should be reviewed regularly by the student throughout Years 11 
and 12, in conjunction with the student’s online Learning Account (see the QCAA Student Connect website, 
(https://studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au/), to ensure that the student remains on track to achieve the academic and 
career goals as outlined in the SET Plan. 

 
Queensland Certificate of Education 
The Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) is awarded when a student has achieved a minimum amount of 
learning to a set standard. 
 
To be eligible for a QCE a student is registered with the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
(QCAA).  This is achieved by the College opening a QCAA Learning Account for all students entering Year 10 
or in the year they turn 16.  All academic results are then banked into the account until the requirements for the 
certificate are met.  Academic results from other institutions will need to be banked by that particular institution, 
students also need to note that for some other providers the date that study must be completed by for it to 
registered onto the students learning account for the end of year 12 is sometimes much earlier than the end of 
the school year.  The account can remain open for up to 9 years, which allows for studies completed at the 
secondary level (School subjects and Certificates at TAFE) to be banked towards the QCE.  Please note that 
Diploma level studies are considered to be tertiary level and therefore are not credited towards the QCE if 
complete after a student graduates school. 
 
Different types of learning attract different credit points. To be awarded a QCE students must: 

• Have accumulated a minimum of 20 credit points 

• Meet numeracy and literacy requirements  

• A minimum of 12 credit points must come from completed Core courses of study (see below). 

• A total of 8 credit points may come from a combination of Core, Preparatory, Enrichment and Advanced 
courses. 

 
Credit points are only awarded when a student achieves at least a Sound Achievement (pass or equivalent) at 
exit of the course. 
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For the purposes of the QCE, subjects studied in Years 11 and 12 are categorised as follows: 

Core Courses (Generally 4 credits for successful completion of 4 semesters of the subject) 
These include: 
Authority* Subjects (sometimes called OP subjects) eg. English, Visual Art or Physics 
These are subjects for which – 

• there is a QCAA syllabus 

• a work program has been approved by the QCAA 

• a student’s results are subject to the QCAA’s moderation procedures. 
Authority* Registered Subjects (sometimes called Study Area Specification or SAS subjects) eg. 
English Communication, Prevocational Mathematics 
These are subjects for which – 

• there is a QCAA syllabus 

• a study plan has been approved by the Authority 

• a student’s results are subject to the Authority’s quality assurance procedures. 
Vocational Education and Training Certificates 
These are certificates (II-IV) for which – 

• a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) is responsible for the delivery of units of competency 
(N.B. WestMAC is an RTO for certificate courses offered on-site) 

• a student may be studying off the College campus. 
School-based Apprenticeships/Traineeships 
This is an area of learning which may be available in a number of fields. The College’s VET Coordinator 
can assist in negotiating school-based apprenticeships and traineeships. 
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Preparatory Courses 
These include: 

• VET Certificate I 

• An employment skills development program 

• A re-engagement program. 
Enrichment Courses 

These include: 

• A recognised certificate or award in areas such as music eg AMEB 

• Recognised structured workplace or community learning 

• Authority* Extension subjects such as Music Extension and English Extension. 
Advanced Courses 

These include: 

• A university subject undertaken while enrolled at school 

• Competencies in a nationally recognised Diploma or Advanced Diploma. 
 
  *Authority stands for the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority (QCAA) 
 
Whilst all of the above courses can contribute to the awarding of a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 
and a Tertiary Entrance Selection Rank (TESR), only Authority subjects can contribute to an Overall Position 
(OP). 

 
Year 12 Exit Results 
A student’s level of achievement at Exit from an Authority course is determined according to standards-based 
criteria in each subject and is recorded on a 5 point scale. 
 

VHA Very High Achievement 
HA High Achievement 
SA Sound Achievement 
LA Limited Achievement 

VLA Very Limited Achievement 
 
At the end of Year 12, each student receives from the QCAA a Senior Statement listing all senior subjects 
studied and the Level of Achievement attained.  If eligible, exiting students also receive a Queensland 
Certificate of Education (QCE) and Overall Position (OP). 
 
The College issues a College Exit Statement at the end of Year 12.  Global semester results for all year levels 
are reported on an A-E scale. 

 
Tertiary Admission 
In most cases, entry into tertiary institutions in Queensland is handled by the Queensland Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (QTAC), using student result data provided by the QCAA.  Students can choose to gain entry by different 
modes: OP or QTAC Selection Rank. 
 
Overall Positions 
Overall Positions (issued by the QCAA) are state-wide rankings of all eligible students from 1 (the highest) to 25 
(the lowest).  To be eligible for an Overall Position (OP), which is the main pathway into tertiary studies, 
students must complete the equivalent of 20 semester units of Authority subjects.  Year 12 students sit the 
QCST (Queensland Core Skills Test). The QCST results are used to scale subject results to facilitate 
comparability between subjects and schools.  These scaled results are then used in the calculation of OPs. 
Note:  Authority subjects are not weighted for purposes of OP calculation. 
 
The QCAA emphasises that there may be little correlation between a student’s Exit Levels of Achievement 
(where they compete against the criteria in a work program) and their OP (where they compete against others 
and are ranked within the school and the state). 
  
Because quotas have been imposed for entry into tertiary courses, selection for most tertiary places depends on 
the Overall Position. 
 
Field Positions 
In a small number of courses, if the number of applicants who meet the OP entry cut-off exceeds the number of 
places, Field Positions may be considered.  These fields identify areas of study that emphasise particular 
knowledge and skills. 
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Field positions are not used for the majority of tertiary offers and should not be a major determinant in subject 
selection.  The five fields are: 
 
Field A   -  extended written expression involving complex analysis and synthesis of ideas 
Field B  -  short written communication involving reading, comprehension and expression in English or 
       a foreign language 
Field C  -  basic numeracy involving simple calculations, and graphical and tabular interpretation 
Field D  -  solving complex problems involving mathematical symbols and abstractions 
Field E  -  substantial practical performance involving physical and creative arts or expressive skills 
Field positions show a student’s rank order position (on a 1 to 10 scale, with 1 being the highest) based on 
achievement in relevant Authority subjects in up to five fields.  The QCAA calculates and publishes a table of 
subject weights each year.  These show the relation of the five fields to different subject areas. 
 
In rare cases, even after Field Positions have been considered, it can happen that more information is needed 
to differentiate between students with the same OP applying to courses that are highly competitive.  In these 
instances a further step may be used.  Depending on the institution, this could include using any of the 
following: level of achievement in prerequisite subjects; school reports or additional information supplied by the 
applicant; the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (previously known as Interstate Transfer Index); or individual 
results from the Queensland Core Skills Test. 
 
QTAC Selection Rank 
The QTAC Selection Rank pathway is different to the OP pathway and very flexible.  However, like the OP 
pathway it is a numeric value given to students at the exit of Year 12.  The QTAC SR is not calculated by the 
QCAA but by Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC).  The QTAC SR is not mailed to students at the 
end of Year 12 but students are able to find out their QTAC SR by ringing QTAC late December in the year they 
complete their Year 12 Studies.   
 
The QTAC SR is calculated for students using semester units from Authority subjects, Authority-registered 
subjects and VET competencies.  Yes – the individual competencies that make up VET Certificates can also 
contribute to the calculations of the QTAC SR.  Only the best 20 semester units of study are used.   Results in 
the Queensland Core Skills Test (QCST) are also used, if the test was sat.  Please note that poor results in the 
QCS Test cannot have a negative effect on a student’s QTAC SR.  The QCS Test results can only be used to 
moderate the rank upwards. 
 
The OP ineligible pathway, QTAC SR is suitable to students who wish to focus upon specific subject interests 
and vocational interests without being constrained solely to the Authority subject offerings. 
 
Students who complete Queensland Year 12 and do not qualify for an Overall Position (OP) can still gain entry 
to courses offered at tertiary institutions participating in QTAC.  All applicants, whether they have an OP or are 
OP ineligible, must satisfy minimum entry requirements such as prerequisites. 
 
If you are intending to apply to tertiary institutions interstate or overseas you should check with the 
admissions office of the institution before choosing the OP ineligible pathway.  
 
Other Tertiary Entrance Pathways 
Certain courses, particularly in the creative arts, require applicants for admission to submit a folio of work or to 
undergo an audition. International (Visa) students may be eligible to apply for university entry direct through the 
individual institution’s International Admissions Centre. Most Australian universities also offer an entry mode for 
applicants who have completed a TAFE or other tertiary level course and for mature-age students who may 
have accumulated work experience or other education deemed equivalent to matriculation. 
 
Further Information 
More information on the calculation of OPs and FPs is given at the College’s Information Evening held each 
year in July/August. 
 
For further information regarding the calculation and use of OPs and FPs please contact the Director of 
Curriculum or one of our Guidance Counsellors.  Additional information, including the subject weights table, can 
also be found on the QCAA website at http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/ 

 
For information on tertiary courses and tertiary entrance requirements, please contact one of the Guidance 
Counsellors at the College.  Full details of tertiary requirements and subject information are available in the 
book Tertiary Prerequisites, issued to Year 10 students in August each year. Additional information about 
tertiary courses and entry requirements, including OP, FP and Rank requirements, can be found on the QTAC 
website at http://www.qtac.edu.au/ 

http://www.qtac.edu.au/
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Sample Programs 
 
A – OP Pathway  
 

Subjects Sem 1 Sem 2 Sem 3 Sem 4 Exit Result QCE Credits 

English C B C+ C SA 4 

Maths A B B B B HA 4 

Biology B B+ A- A- VHA 4 

Modern History C+ C+ B- B- HA 4 

Physical Education B B B- B- HA 4 

Hospitality Studies B B B B HA 4 

 
QCE Eligible        OP Eligible 

  3 subjects for 4 semesters (12 completed core)    3 x 4, 3 Authority subjects for 4 

  Numeracy tick            semesters 

  Literacy tick        20 semesters of OP (Authority) 

  20 Credits             subjects 
 

QTAC Selection Rank 
 OP ineligible (Therefore can gain a selection rank from a combination of Authority subjects and Authority-

registered subjects, along with VET studies). 
 Certificate III or above completed while at school (Using schedules that are available on the QTAC website.  

These qualifications may be able to be converted into a QTAC Selection Rank). 
 
 
 
 
B – Vocational Education Pathway 
 

Subjects Sem 1 Sem 2 Sem 3 Sem 4 Exit Result 
QCE Credits 

(Core) 
QCE Credits 

(Prep) 

English Comm B B B B HA 4  

Prevoc Maths A A- A A- VHA 4  

Furnishing B B Cert I HA/C 2 2 

Hospitality Cert II C 4  

Childcare Cert III C 8  

Ag & Hort Cert II C 4  

 
QCE Eligible        OP Eligible 

 2 subjects for 4 semesters plus completed Cert II   3 x 4, 3 Authority subjects for 4 

 (12 completed core)       20 semesters of OP (Authority) 

 Numeracy tick            subjects 

 Literacy tick 

 20 Credits 
 

QTAC Selection Rank 
   OP ineligible (Therefore can gain a selection rank from a combination of Authority subjects 

and Authority-registered subjects, along with VET studies). 
   Certificate III or above completed while at school (Using schedules that are available on the 

QTAC website.  These qualifications may be able to be converted into a QTAC Selection Rank). 
 

  



P a g e  | 9 

 

C– Blended Pathway  
 

Subjects Sem 1 Sem 2 Sem 3 Sem 4 Exit Result QCE Credits 

English B B B B HA 4 

Maths B B B B B HA 4 

SBTA 
One day at work per week and completing 

part of a Cert III in Engineering. 
6 

Physical Education C C C C SA 4 

Ancient History B C   SA 2 

Physics C B C B HA 4 

Geography   C B HA 2 

 
QCE Eligible        OP Eligible 

 3 subjects for 4 semesters (12 Completed core)    3 x 4, 3 Authority subjects for 4 

 Numeracy tick           semesters 

 Literacy tick         20 semesters of OP (Authority) 

 20 Credits            subjects 
 

QTAC Selection Rank 
 OP ineligible (Therefore can gain a selection rank from a combination of Authority subjects and Authority-

registered subjects, along with VET studies). 
 Certificate III or above completed while at school (Using schedules that are available on the QTAC website.  

These qualifications may be able to be converted into a QTAC Selection Rank). 
 
Please note: 

1.  There are a number of different ways a student can successfully complete the criteria for each 
component of the QCE, please discuss with your Career Advisor or the Director of Curriculum your 
individual study program. 

2. The current schedule for awarding a QTAC Selection Rank is based on the previous year’s data and 
these schedules change each year. 

 

 
WestMAC Senior Curriculum 
The College provides a wide range of educational opportunities for senior students.  However, not all subjects or 
all courses may be offered every year.  Students in Years 11-12 study a combination of common and elective 
subjects within a timetable that comprises forty lessons each week.  The specific curriculum for each year level 
for 2012 is outlined on pages 8-9. 
 
All Year 11 and 12 students at West Moreton Anglican College must study the following: 

 Religious and Values Education 

 Life Skills (Year 11) or QCST Preparation (Year 12) 

 English or English Communication 

 Mathematics A, Mathematics B or Pre-vocational Mathematics 

 Four elective subjects 
 
The number of subjects may be reduced where a student undertakes a TAFE course, school-based traineeship 
or apprenticeship. 
 
 

Queensland Core Skills Test (QCST) 
Students wishing to pursue tertiary study via an Overall Position (OP) must sit the QCST.  Year 12 students sit 
the QCST in the third last week of Term 3 of Year 12 according to the State Schools term dates.  Each year, the 
calendar dates for the QCST can be found in the College diary. 
 
The QCST is designed to assess a student’s performance in 49 Common Curriculum Elements (CCEs).  These 
CCEs are key skills that students have been learning since they started their schooling in Year 1.  The QCST is 
used to scale the students’ in-school results and hence, full participation in the program of preparation is of most 
importance.  Each year, a QCST Information Evening for Year 11 students and their parents is held in early 
Term 4 and attendance is strongly advised. 
 
There are four papers that make up the QCST:  Writing Task, Multiple Choice 1 and 2 and Short Response. 
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Students begin their formal lessons on QCST in Term 4 of Year 11.  In 2016, these lessons continue on a 
weekly basis throughout Year 12 until the QCST is held late Term 3.  In addition to these lessons students 
participate in: 

· Three full practice tests – these papers are marked and feedback is given to the students.  It is most 
important that students participate in all three practice tests and students who miss a paper will be 
required to complete said paper at another time. 

· QCST full day workshop – this is generally held at the end of Term One just prior to the second practice 
test.  This workshop concentrates on Short Response and Multiple Choice. 

· Turbo Day – a variety of lessons are offered on Turbo Day dependent upon the individual student’s 
most need. 

· Master Classes – all students are able to attend the Master Classes which are designed to further 
improve the student’s performance in Writing Task, Short Response Literacy, Short Response Visual 
Literacy, Short Response Numeracy and Multiple Choice. 

· Other workshops as required. 
 

 
Study Opportunities with External Providers 
 
West Moreton Anglican is excited to announce the partnerships and opportunities available to our Senior 
students to study a diverse range of courses. This will enable students to equip themselves with not only 
transferable knowledge and skills from our current selection of courses, but also complement this with explicit 
areas of focus. 
  
These opportunities are aimed to meet the needs of individual students and to tailor their pathways specifically 
by accessing external providers, such as, University of Southern Queensland (USQ), Griffith University (GU), 
TAFE Queensland (TAFE) and other Registered Training Organisations (RTO’s). 
 
Participation in external courses is subject to West Moreton Anglican College approval. This is required by the 
external course providers to ascertain the commitment and effort the applicant demonstrates in their current 
school studies and, hence, their ability to undertake an academic commitment.  
 
UNIVERSITY 
 
University programs, such as the Head Start Program at USQ, require a certain level of achievement to enter 
the course. This will be determined from the student’s most recent semester reports across all subject areas. 
 
University of Queensland - Year 10 2015 Semester 3 and Onwards (summer break).  These courses are only 
available to students who demonstrate a B grade average in their most recent report.  Study in most cases is 
done online and contributes towards your QCE and QTAC Ranking for university entry, if completed 
successfully.  They are also fee free.  http://www.usq.edu.au/study/high-school-students/head-start/courses 
Applications close Monday 26 October 2015.   
 
· Accounting · Economics · Education 

· Engineering and Built Environment · Design · Legal 

· Foundation Psychology · Archaeology · Information Technology 

· Physiology, Biophysical Sport and Physical Activity 

 

  

University of Queensland – Enhanced Studies Program courses are listed below.  Students require a B+ 
average during Year 11.  http://www.uq.edu.au/esp/what-can-i-study.  Applications are open until 3 August 2015 
for Semester 1 2016. 
 
· Business and Economics · People and Culture  

· Languages of the World · Science and Math  

 
  

http://www.usq.edu.au/study/high-school-students/head-start/courses
http://www.uq.edu.au/esp/what-can-i-study
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University of Southern Queensland – Head Start Program – If you are a high achieving Year 10, 11 or 12 
student with a High Level of Achievement average or better, who has the capability, maturity and motivation to 
undertake university study while still finishing high school, then the USQ Head Start Program may be for you. 
 
5 Reasons to Study Head Start 

1. Guaranteed Entry:  Complete a course and be eligible for guaranteed entry into a related USQ degree!  

Remember you need to meet the degree pre-requires as well. 

2. Save Money:  The first course is free!  Want to study more?  Additional courses are offered at a 

discounted rate. 

3. QCE Points:  Receive two points towards your Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) for each 

USQ course. 

4. Save Time:  Have fewer courses to study when you leave school with credit from those courses you 

pass. 

5. Gain Experience:  Learn about a potential career while discovering uni life at USQ, on-campus or 

online. 

 
Griffith University – offers programs for students in Years 11 and 12.  The Guests Program requires students 
to obtain a B grade average in their semester reports to qualify for enrolment.  
 
· Creative Design and Performance · Business · Building and Planning 

· Science and Mathematics · Education · Law and Justice 

· Health and the Community · Engineering · Information Technology 

 
 
QUT – offers the Start QUT Program for Year 12 students only.  Their eligibility requirements are B average 
grades across five authority subjects throughout Year 11.  
 
· Engineering and Information Technology · Education · Visual and Creative Arts 

· Humanities, Social Sciences and Languages · Music · Science and Aviation 

· Environment, Planning and Architecture · Health · Information Technology 

· Criminology and Law   

 
 
OTHER REGISTERED TRAINING ORGANISATIONS (RTOs) 
 
TAFE - Year 11 2015 Semester 1 External Study Options (Brisbane TAFE) 
Please note, some of these TAFE courses incur a fee to participate.  If you are interested, please email Mr Noble to express which 
course you are interested in applying. 

 
Certificate II in Hairdressing 

Certificate II in Retail Makeup and Skincare 

Certificate III in Information & Digital Media Technology 
· Network Programming 

· Website and Application 

Design Fundamentals 

Fashion 
· Certificate II in Millinery 

Certificate II in Sampling and Measurement 

Certificate II in Logistics 

Certificate II in Telecommunications Technology 
 
Other Registered Training Organisations offer external courses available for our students whilst studying at 
school.  The benefits of study a course while at school can lower the costs of the course and provide advanced 
standing for further study.   
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These courses are quite rigorous but come with significant benefits to the successful student while still at 
school; however, they do require a pre-enrolment interview with the Director of Curriculum or delegate as there 
are clear College expectations. There are fees associated with some courses; however, the fees are able to be 
deferred through the VetFee Help scheme. (It is imperative that school subjects and courses are maintained to 
the best of their ability.)  Students enrolling in courses with external providers may be eligible for a discount on 
College fees. 
 
Careers Australia 

Diploma of Business 

Electrotechnology 
 
Skillstech 

Building and related trades 

· Electrical 

· Plumbing 

· Carpentry 

Engineering Trades 
 
Brisbane TAFE 

· Telecommunications · Beauty · Design · Fashion 

· Visual Arts · Health · Tourism  

 
School students are able to access courses at reduced cost and, whether entering the workforce after school or 
considering further study at university, this could save them considerable time and money.  It is imperative that 
students undertaking external courses maintain a diligent approach to their external College studies. 
 
Interested students need to register their interest on an online portal provided through the College or email Mr 
Noble directly at rnoble@wmac.com.au. 

 
 
Subject Selection 
Selection of subjects for Years 11 and 12 occurs in Term 3 of Year 10. A large selection of elective subjects is 
offered to cater for a wide range of academic abilities and interests.  We endeavour at all times to provide an 
education that best meets the needs of our students. While students are given the opportunity to submit subject 
preferences, the timetabling of courses of study is contingent on the capacity of the school to staff and resource 
the programs.  The College reserves the right to make changes to the elective subjects offered from year 
to year and to impose quotas from time to time to ensure that a balance of class sizes is maintained. 
Unfortunately, not every combination of subjects is always possible, but every effort is made to 
maximise student choice.   
 
The College urges parents to be realistic about their academic aspirations for their child.  It would be just as 
unwise to burden them with a course of strong academic content if they do not have the ability or motivation to 
cope, as it would be to select a course which offers something less than a challenge to their academic ability. It 
is strongly recommended that the utmost care is exercised when choosing a course of study.  As noted 
elsewhere in this handbook, students experience the greatest academic success when they are able to maintain 
the same program of study throughout Years 11 and 12. Frequent subject changes have been shown to have a 
negative impact on academic success. When planning a course of study, parents and students are advised to 
consider the following: 
 

• a student’s aptitude and interests: students are advised to select subjects they enjoy and in which they 
will do well 

• future subject possibilities: keeping options open 

• career interests: Students with a specific career pathway in mind should look at the needs of that 
career, including tertiary course entrance requirements, before making a final choice of subjects. It may 
be wise to choose a course of study that will allow entry into a range of tertiary courses in different 
career areas. Careers information, if required, is available from our Careers Guidance Officers.  
Students are also encouraged to seek the assistance of the Director of Curriculum. 

• the benefits of a broad-based education versus a specialised curriculum: students who study a broad 
curriculum have greater choice of career and also tend to perform better on the QCS Test. 
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• the advice of teachers, Heads of Department, Senior Staff and School Counsellors: the staff welcome 
the opportunity to assist parents and students in their choice of subjects and to offer any advice and 
guidance that might be helpful 

 
Please note: for the purpose of OP calculation, all Authority subjects are of equal value or weighting. The 
College strongly encourages parents and students to attend the Subject Information Evening held early in Term 
3 of Year 10. 
 
For a student about to commence Year 11 studies, it is important to note the following: 

• There is a leap in standard of work and, therefore, the extra demands on a student’s time and energy.  
It is important for students and parents to recognise that a significantly increased time commitment to 
home study is required in Year 11.  Most subjects will require a minimum of three hours per week. 

• The student requires a mature attitude and the ability to make critical judgements and to be analytical 
and logical towards the work they are studying.  The staff will not ‘spoon-feed’ the work to them, but 
rather guide them in the way they might explore a subject for themselves.  In short, students are 
expected to do their own work, be organised, be disciplined, and research their own material, subject to 
a framework of guidance provided by their teachers. 

 
Pre-Requisites 
Under each subject heading this booklet, you will find indications as to pre-requisite subjects and assumed 
knowledge that may be required for the subject.  These are intended to ensure that students selecting these 
subjects have the necessary skills and knowledge for success in Years 11 and 12.  If you are unable to satisfy 
the pre-requisite or assumed knowledge requirements for a particular subject that you are still keen to study, 
please consult with the relevant Head of Department and arrange an interview with the Director of Curriculum. 
 
Changing Subjects 
Authority to approve changes of subject rests with the Director of Curriculum, with the emphasis on increasing 
the development of the student’s responsibility for their own learning.  Applications to change subjects will be 
considered, provided that: 

• there are vacancies in the subject to which the student wishes to change 

• the change occurs only within the first three weeks of a term 

• written agreement from the relevant Heads of Department and parents has been received 
 
Students wishing to change subjects are encouraged to seek advice from class teachers, Heads of Department, 
the Director of Curriculum and/or a Guidance Counsellor. Note that excessive changing of subjects is 
detrimental to a student’s academic progress and may impact on their OP and/or QCE eligibility. 
 

 
Steps to Subject Selection 

 
1. Complete your SET Plan in consultation with the Careers Advisor, Careers Counsellor, parents and 

teachers. 
2. Read this handbook thoroughly, including the descriptions of any subjects in which you think you may be 

interested. 
3. Consult with teachers, counsellors, Director of Curriculum and Heads of Department 
4. Attend the Subject Information Evening (this is vital) 
5. Consult further if required 
6. Log in to Web Preferences using the log in details provided at the Subject Information Evening 
7. Enter eight (8) subjects: 

a. English or English Communication 
b. Mathematics A, Mathematics B or Pre-vocational Mathematics 
c. Six elective subjects in order of preference (the last two will be reserves). Ensure that all of your 

elective choices, including the reserves, are subjects you feel confident you can maintain for two 
years of senior study. 

8. Print your Web Preferences receipt and hand to your Tutor or the Senior School Office before the closing 
date. 
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Subjects Offered in Year 11 2016 
 

Common Curriculum 

Pastoral Program: 
Religious and Values Education (RAVE) 
Chapel and Assembly 
Life Skills 

Authority (OP) Subjects  Authority-registered (Non-OP) Subjects 

English OR English Communication  

Mathematics A 
OR 
Mathematics B 

OR Prevocational Mathematics  

ELECTIVES 

 Authority (OP) Subjects Authority-registered (Non-OP) Subjects 

ARTS 

Dance  

Drama 

Music 

Visual Art 

BUSINESS 

Accounting Certificate II in Business 

Economics Certificate II 

Business Communication & 
Technologies 

LOTE 
Chinese  

Japanese 

MATHEMATICS Mathematics C  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Health Education Football Excellence 

Physical Education Certificate III in Fitness 

SCIENCE 

Agricultural Science Certificate III in Rural Operations 
(Agricultural & Horticultural Studies) Biology 

Chemistry  

Physics 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Ancient History  

Geography 

Legal Studies 

Modern History 

TECHNOLOGY 

Graphics  Certificate I in Construction 
(Building & Construction) Home Economics 

Hospitality Studies Certificate II in Engineering Pathways 

Information Technology 
Systems 

 Certificate II in Hospitality 
(Hospitality) 

Technology Studies Certificate II in Information, Digital Media & 
Technology 

 Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology 

VOCATIONAL STUDIES 

 Early Childhood 
(Certificate III in Early Childhood, Education 

& Care) 

See details of other courses under Other 
Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) 
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Contact Details for Further Information 
 

 Heads of Department / Teachers-In-Charge 

Department Subjects Name Email 

Agriculture 
Agricultural Science 

Certificate III in Rural Operations 
Mr Darren Elliott 

delliott@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4646 

Art Visual Art Ms Leonie MacLennan 
lmaclennan@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4526 

Business 

Accounting 

Business Communication & 
Technology 

Economics 

Certificate II in Business 

Ms Katrina McManus 
kmcmanus@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4637 

English 

English 

English Communication 

English Extension 

Mr Dayne Tracey 
dtracey@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4641 

Home 

Economics 

Home Economics 

Hospitality Studies 

Certificate II in Hospitality 

Mr Aaron Schubel 
aschubel@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4584 

Languages 
Chinese 

Japanese 
Mrs Ros Stannard 

rstannard@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4574 

Mathematics 

Mathematics A 

Mathematics B 

Mathematics C 

Prevocational Mathematics 

Ms Suzanne Garvey 
sgarvey@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4510 

Music 
Music 

Music Extension 
Mr Rowley Moore 

rmoore@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4592 

Performing 

Arts 

Dance 

Drama 
Ms Jennifer Morris 

jmorris@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4610 

Physical 

Education 

Certificate III in Fitness 

Football Excellence 

Health Education 

Physical Education 

Recreation 

Mr Daven Liddell 
dliddell@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4514 

Religious & Values 
Education 

RAVE Mr Ray Moxon 
rmoxon@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4657 

Science 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Physics 

Mr Warren Butler 
wbutler@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4509 

Social 

Science 

Ancient History 

Geography 

Legal Studies 

Modern History 

Mr Ian Hayne 
ihayne@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4562 

Technology 

Certificate I in Construction 

Certificate II Engineering 
Pathways 

Certificate II in IDMT 

Certificate II in Manufacturing 
Technology 

Graphics 

ITS 

Technology Studies 

Mr Tim Spina 
tspina@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4573 

VET Cert III in Early Childhood Mr Robert Noble 
rnoble@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4519 

Head of 

Senior School 
 Ms Sue Stewart 

sstewart@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4560 

Director of 
Curriculum 

 Mr Neil Flottmann 
nflottmann@wmac.com.au 

  3813 4542 

mailto:delliott@wmac.com.au
mailto:lmaclennan@wmac.com.au
mailto:kmcmanus@wmac.com.au
mailto:dtracey@wmac.com.au
mailto:aschubel@wmac.com.au
mailto:rstannard@wmac.com.au
mailto:sgarvey@wmac.com.au
mailto:rmoore@wmac.com.au
mailto:jmorris@wmac.com.au
mailto:dliddell@wmac.com.au
mailto:rmoxon@wmac.com.au
mailto:wbutler@wmac.com.au
mailto:ihayne@wmac.com.au
mailto:tspina@wmac.com.au
mailto:rnoble@wmac.com.au
mailto:sstewart@wmac.com.au
mailto:nflottmann@wmac.com.au
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Religious & Values Education (RAVE) 
 

Why Study Religious & Values Education 
Religious & Values Education (RAVE) involves the comprehensive exploration of desirable values to hold and 
an understanding and appreciation of religious perspective on life.  It is a subject which should inform young 
people about religious matters, helping them take the religious and moral perspective on life seriously, given 
that these issues matter to them as individuals and to society. 
 
In RAVE young people can be helped to express their own ideas without fear of censure or ridicule.  A key 
assumption underlying our approach is that under no circumstances should ideas or beliefs be imposed.  Rather 
students should be taught to value the search for truth and meaning and to be tolerant of alternative viewpoints, 
including the ability to listen to opinions markedly different from their own.  Religious faith should be seen as a 
result of a personal quest where the journey itself is central and there should be room for ambiguity and doubt. 
 

What is Studied 
RAVE is a compulsory subject at the College, reflecting our heritage and standing as an Anglican College in the 
Diocese of Brisbane.  All Chapel services throughout the College continue to be facilitated by the Chaplain with 
the assistance of guest speakers and student leaders. 
 
The Senior School RAVE is taught by a range of specialist and non-specialist teachers, utilizing content and 
pedagogy designed with the estimated intellectual and faith ages of the students in mind.  As well as specific 
themes during the year which reflect the seasons of the Church Calendar and other WestMAC traditions, the six 
core elements of the course are: 
 

1. The Gospel of Jesus Christ as it is recorded in the Gospels and Epistles of the New Testament. 

2. The story of God’s people as it is recorded in the Old Testament. 

3. The life and worship of the Anglican Church. 

4. Living in the Kingdom – Issues of social justice, Christian ethics, relationships and responsibility. 

5. Other faiths and Christian response to this diversity. 

6. Christian worship; stillness and praise. 

Drawing these elements together the Year 11 and 12 RAVE programs are based presently on the following 
rotating units. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Science and the Universe 

World Religions 

Christianity and Anglicanism 

Ethics and Social Justice 

History of the Bible 

Gospel Study 

Ethics and Social Justice 

Identity – Justice and Fear 

 

How are Students Assessed 
There is no assessment in Year 11 and 12 for RAVE. 
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English 
 

Prerequisites: 
Students wishing to study this subject must achieve at least a Sound Level of Achievement in Year 10 English.  
If a student does not meet this prerequisite and still wishes to study the subject, they will need the permission of 
the Head of Department (Mr Dayne Tracey) before their subject enrolment can be accepted. 
 

Why Study English  
Australia is a linguistically diverse country, with Standard Australian English as its national language. 
  
Senior English recognises and promotes effective communication skills in Standard Australian English to enable 
individuals to share in and contribute to current and future local, national and global communities and cultures.  
Senior English requires students to write, speak or sign, view, listen, and think critically. In studying literary and 
non-literary texts, and through creating their own texts, students will conceptualise, imagine, appreciate, 
experiment, speculate, reflect, make decisions, hypothesise, analyse and evaluate. 
  
Students will enhance their ability to think, use language, and create meaning through reflecting on their place in 
the world and expressing their ideas and feelings. They are encouraged to enjoy and appreciate texts, and to 
understand the power texts have to influence, tell stories of a culture and promote shared understandings. 
 

What is Studied 
The Senior English course is organised into four semester units, each with an integrating theme. 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Youth and Experience The Individual in Society 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

An Australian Jigsaw Other Times 

 

These units are organised to provide a sequence of new and increasingly complex genres.  Students will build 
upon their learning from Years 8 – 10, deepen their knowledge and enjoyment of language and broaden their 
ability to use language in increasingly more complex and challenging environments. 
 

How are Students Assessed 
A variety of assessment techniques are used including formal examinations, writing tasks (for example, literary 
essays, short stories and literary reviews) and speaking task (for example, persuasive speeches, dramatic 
monologues and film interviews). 
 
Over the two years of the course, at least four pieces of student written work (seen and unseen questions) are 
to be undertaken under examination conditions which enable the teacher to confirm the authorship of work 
submitted by a student.  West Moreton Anglican College English Department stresses the importance of 
the drafting process in enabling students to reach their potential in the subject. 
 

Where Can English Take You 
Students aspiring to courses in Journalism, Media Studies, Communication, Public Relations and those offered 
in the Arts/Humanities faculties would benefit from the attainment of a High Level of Achievement in both oral 
and written components of Senior English.  



P a g e  | 19 

 

English Communication 
 

Assumed Knowledge:  Years 9 and/or 10 English course work and items of assessment 

 

Why Study English Communication 
This subject uses practical language in real-life situations.  The modules are particularly designed to develop 
workplace skills.  There is also a greater emphasis on oral communication. 
 
In order to be active participants in society, students need to develop effective and efficient methods of 
communication.  Fluency in Australian English allows students to participate in all spheres of Australian society, 
and increasingly, a global society. 
 
English Communication draws on aspects of both general and vocational education to assist student to improve 
their potential for effective participation in fundamental life roles – those related to work, to personal and 
community life and to leisure and recreation. 
 
Students will develop abilities to compose and comprehend English language texts which: 
· Directly relate to workplace competencies (eg. business letters, directories, manuals, schedules, 

compendiums, websites, conflict resolution, job interviews) 

· Provide information and opinion on matters of current community and national interest (eg. newspapers, 

magazines, documentaries and non-fictional prose) 

· Provide enjoyment for recreational or leisure purposes (eg. film, television, radio, drama, prose, fiction, 

biographies, magazines, song lyrics and poems) 

What is Studied 
The table below is an overview of the general education units that are covered in this course over the four 
semesters of study. 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

SET Plan Review 

Travel 

Comics, Cartoons and Graphic Novels 

Advertising 

Local Networking 

Website Design 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Effective Teams 

Film Study 

Popular Music 

Workplace Conflict 

Personal Writing 

Job Readiness 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment of the general education units is criteria-based using fullest and latest data.  In English 
Communication, between 50-70 percent of the tasks contributing to summative assessment are predominantly 
spoken/signed and/or practical, and 30-50 percent are written.  Students are supplied with task specifications, 
including criteria and conditions of assessment before beginning work on an assessable item. 
 

Where Can English Communication Take You 
For students wishing to undertake a subject that will increase their employment prospects post-Year 12, English 
Communication may be suitable.  English Communication also nurtures workplace skills that are a benefit to 
any potential employer. 
 
Students who have experienced difficulty with Year 10 English may also find the practical and applied nature of 
this subject more suited to their needs. 
 
This subject is not suitable for entry into university courses but may be of use in gaining entry into a TAFE 
course.  Students wishing to obtain an OP score to pursue tertiary studies are advised not to take this subject.  
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Mathematics A 
 

Prerequisites:  Students must have a Sound Level of Achievement in Year 10 Pre-Maths A or Pre-Maths B 

in order to consider Mathematics A in Year 11.  A pass in English is also highly desirable.  International students 
should hold a NLLIA Band 5 level. 
 

Why Study Mathematics A 
This course focuses on three broad strands of Mathematics, namely Financial Mathematics, Applied Geometry, 
Statistics and Probability.  In Year 12, students are also introduced to real-life applications of Operations 
Research. 
 
Mathematics A is a course which will provide positive benefits for students who are not intending to study 
tertiary courses that require Mathematics as a pre-requisite subject.  The emphasis throughout the course is on 
life-related applications of Mathematics and its relevance to our lives. 
 
The study of Mathematics A aims to maintain and review basic numeracy skills and emphasises the 
development of a positive attitude towards the use of mathematics.  This is encouraged by an approach 
involving problem solving through applications, working systematically and logically, and communicating with 
mathematics in a variety of contexts. 
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Managing Money 1 (a) 

Linking 2 and 3 Dimensions 1 

Data Collection and Presentation 1 

Elements of Applied Geometry 1 

Managing Money 1 (b) 

Maps and Compasses – Navigation 1 

Managing Money 2 (a) 

Exploring and Understanding Data 2 

Operations Research – Networks and Queuing 1 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Elements of Applied Geometry 2 

Data Collection and Presentation 2 

Linking 2 and 3 Dimensions 2 

Managing Money 1 (c) 

Exploring and Understanding Data 1 

Operations Research – Networks and Queuing 2 

Maps and Compasses – Navigation 2 

Managing Money 2 (b) 

Exploring and Understanding Data 3 

 

How are Students Assessed 
A variety of assessment techniques will be used, including formal examinations, projects, assignments, 
investigations, research and practical tasks using mathematical instruments.  The Mathematics A course will 
utilise a system of continuous assessment, with formative components being given in Semester 1.  Semesters 
2, 3 and 4 will provide the summative data for exit.  To determine the exit level of achievement, student 
performance in the following three criteria will be used: 

• Knowledge and procedures (this involves recalling and using familiar definitions, rules and procedures 
in a variety of contexts) 

• Modelling and problem-solving (students use observations, data, diagrams, formulae, graphs or other 
representations to investigate and model situations and hence make informed decisions) 

• Communication and justification (this category involves presentation, communication, logical 
arguments, interpretation and justification of the mathematical work done). 

 

Where Can Mathematics A Take You 
Mathematics A is recommended for students wishing to pursue further study and training at tertiary level in 
areas such as: 

• Toolmaking, sheet metal working, fitting and turning, carpentry and plumbing, auto-mechanic 

• Tourism and hospitality 

• Administrative and managerial employment in a wide range of industries 

• Architecture and nursing 
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Mathematics B 
 

Prerequisites:  Students must have studied Pre-Mathematics B in Year 10 (and have a demonstrated 

strength in algebra), to be eligible to select Mathematics B in Year 11.  A Sound Level of Achievement in 
English is also highly desirable.  International students should hold a NLLIA Band 5 level. 
 

Why Study Mathematics B 
Mathematics is an integral part of a general education.  It can enhance people’s understanding of the world and 
the quality of their participation in a rapidly changing society.  In recent times the use of mathematics has 
developed substantially in response to changes in technology.  At the same time, mathematical developments 
have contributed to this changing technology.  The most obvious changes have been related to the 
development and application of computing power.  In all its aspects mathematics is valuable to people 
individually and collectively, providing important tools which can be used at the personal, civic, professional and 
vocational levels. 
 
The intent of Mathematics B is to encourage students to develop positive attitudes towards mathematics by an 
approach involving problem solving and applications.  Students will also be encouraged to work systematically 
and logically, and to communicate with and about mathematics.  Mathematics B is designed to raise the level of 
competence in the mathematics required for intelligent citizenship, to increase students’ confidence in using 
mathematics to solve problems and to provide the basis for further studies. 
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Introduction to Functions 1 

Applied Statistical Analysis 1 

Periodic Functions and Applications 1 

Rates of Change 1 

Optimisation Using Derivatives 1 

Exponential & Logarithmic Functions & Applications 2 

Periodic Functions and Applications 3 

Optimisation Using Derivatives 2 

Exponential & Logarithmic Functions & Applications 3 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Exponential & Logarithmic Functions & Applications 1 

Introduction to Functions 2 

Rates of Change 2 

Periodic Functions and Applications 2 

Introduction to Integration 1 

Applied Statistical Analysis 2 

Introduction to Integration 2 

Optimisation Using Derivatives 3 

Exponential & Logarithmic Functions & Applications 4 

 

How are Students Assessed 
A variety of assessment techniques will be used including formal examinations, projects, assignments, 
investigations, research, as well as a selection from practical tasks using instruments.  The Mathematics B 
course will utilise a system of continuous assessment, with formative components being given in year 11 while 
Year 12 will provide the summative data for exit. 
 
To determine the exit level of achievement, student performance in the following three criteria will be used: 

• Knowledge and procedures (this involves recalling and using familiar definitions, rules and 
procedures in a variety of contexts) 

• Modelling and problem-solving (students use observations, data, diagrams, formulae, graphs or 
other representations to investigate and model situations and hence make informed decisions) 

• Communication and justification (this category involves presentation, communication, logical 
arguments, interpretation and justification of the mathematical work done). 

 

Where Can Mathematics B Take You 
Mathematics B is a prerequisite subject (or at least a highly recommended subject) for tertiary courses such as 
the natural and physical sciences (especially physics and chemistry), medical and health sciences (including 
human biology, biomedical, nanoscience and forensics), engineering sciences (including avionics, chemical, 
civil, communications, electrical, mechanical and mining), information technology, computer science, 
climatology, business, economics and commerce, statistics and data analysis and pure mathematics.  
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Prevocational Mathematics 
 

Why Study Prevocational Mathematics 
The Prevocational Mathematics course contains 5 core units of study together with related optional topics.  The 
core units are number, measurement, data, finance and location and time. 
 
As mathematics is a part of everyday life, this subject has been developed to provide students with a relevant 
and practical mathematical basis for life after school.  Successful performance in many vocational courses is 
enhanced by understanding certain mathematical concepts, proficiency in basic numeracy skills and the ability 
to apply these for various life-related contexts. 
 
Prevocational Mathematics provides a suitable course of study for those students who prefer learning activities 
with practical and real-life applications.  This subject aims to foster an attitude of success for students who may 
have experienced difficulty with traditional mathematics courses. 
 
Numeracy is more than being able to operate with numbers.  It requires mathematical knowledge and 
understanding, mathematical problem-solving skills, literacy skills and positive beliefs and attitudes.  When 
students become numerate they are able to manage a situation or solve a problem in real contexts such as 
everyday life, work or further learning. 
 
The core units address the important mathematical areas which students need to understand in their lives.  
Through a study of these students are offered many opportunities for developing knowledge skills, application of 
knowledge, and explaining procedures. 
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Taking a gamble 

Earning money, paying tax 

Maths in hospitals 

Health & exercise 

Planning to leave home 

Travelling overseas 

Buying your first property 

Building a new house 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Travelling in the local area 

Cars – mobile phones 

Practical statistics 

Poverty & literacy 

Investing your money 

Growing vegetables 

Renovating property 

Organizing an event 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment program will involve: 

• Continuous Assessment – a regular gathering of information and the making of judgements in terms of 
the course criteria and standards 

• Selective Updating – information about student achievement will be updated continually, superseding 
early information in favour of later information 

• Fullest and Latest – when processes and skills are revisited, it is the information from the latest period 
that is to be used to determine a student’s exit level of achievement. 

 
Assessment techniques other than traditional written tests and exams will be included in the assessment 
program.  These may include oral tasks (seminar, debate), practical tasks (construct/design a model, use 
instruments) and other written tasks (completing forms, reports on research or group work, short essays, and 
maintenance of workbook). 
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Accounting 
 

Prerequisites:  A Sound Level of Achievement or better in Year 10 Mathematics A or Mathematics B, 

English and Year 9/10 Business Education, is desirable. 
 

Why Study Accounting 
The study of accounting enables students to understand the processes involved in recording, classifying, 
analysing, interpreting and reporting accounting information as a basis for planning, control and effective 
decision making. Students are provided with opportunities to develop skills in managing financial resources 
which can be applied at a personal level and in the business environment. They are encouraged to think 
logically, to apply accounting principles in a consistent and effective manner, and to become independent 
learners. 
 
The changing processes of accounting practice are recognised, especially with respect to the development and 
use of new information and communication technologies (ICTs). Students will use information technology to 
enable them to apply the accounting process in business. 
 

What is Studied 
 
The two-year course is organised on the basis of four mandatory topics of study and a selection of seven to nine 
elective units. 
 

Core Studies One Core Studies Two 

The Nature of Accounting 

Accounting Ethics, Practices and Standards 

Analysis of Transactions 

Creation of General Journals, Ledgers and Trial 
Balances 

Balance Day Adjustments and Reversing Entries 

Income Statements and Balance Sheets 

Ratio Analysis of a Business’ Earning Capacity 

Core Studies Three Core Studies Four 

Integrated Accounting Package 

· Use of MYOB to Create the Entire Accounting 

Records for Sole Trader Organisations 

Budgeting 

· Preparation of Cash Budgets for Sole Trader 

Organisations 

Elective Units of Study to Choose From 

School-developed or independent investigation 

Accrual accounting 

Analysis of financial reports 

Managerial decision-making 

Cash flow statement 

Understanding company reports 

Personal financing and investing 

Accounting for grazing or mining enterprises 

Accounting for cash 

Accounting for accounts receivable 

Accounting for inventories 

Accounting for non-current assets 

Internal controls 

Electronic business 

 

How are Students Assessed 
 
Assessment techniques used include those requiring short and/or extended responses and the demonstration of 
practical accounting processes, research assignments, projects, letters of advice and business reports. 
Nonwritten presentations such as datashow or multimedia presentations, seminar presentations, debates, mock 
interviews, radio/TV news reports may also be used. 
 

Where Can Accounting Take You 
Accounting careers include: Finance, Information Systems Management, Financial, Managerial or Forensic 
Accounting, Tax Accounting, Auditing, Law and Banking.  
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Agricultural Science 
 

Why Study Agricultural Science 
Agricultural Science explores the ways people manage natural resources such as plants, animals, climate soil 
and water to meet local and global societal needs.  These management practices derive from current 
understandings about science, food and fibre production systems, sustainable farming and land management 
practices, agricultural technologies, consumer-driven economies and effective product marketing. 
 
Students plan and carry out field-based learning activities, sometimes working individually and at other times in 
teams.   Students learn to apply the processes and principles of Science, Economics, Geography and Business, 
as well as use technological tools to develop solutions to real life issues. 
 
Agricultural Science lets students experience aspects of the agricultural industry through plant science, animal 
science and facets of business that impact on agricultural production.  Students will also investigate and analyse 
issues relating to sustainable resource management that affect agricultural production systems.  Completing this 
course of study will allow students to be more informed about such issues as the environment and sustainable 
agricultural practices, and the position of agriculture in the Australian economy. 
 

What is Studied 
The course of study consists of the following units: 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Natural Resources Management 

· Soil properties investigation 

Plant Science 

· Introduction to plants and pasture development 

analysis 

Animal Science 

· Animal growth and development 

Agribusiness 

· Agriculture and the economy 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Animal Science 

· Animal anatomy, physiology and health 

Animal and Plan Science 

· Genetic principles 

Natural  Resources Management 

· Climate and agricultural practices 

Sustainable Production Systems in Agriculture 

 

Within each unit of study, students will cover both core and extension material and a range of field based 
learning activities (FBLA’s).  FBLA’s are investigative, practical, hands-on activities that are a vehicle for 
teaching the objectives and form the basis of the course of study.  Students also complete an extended 
agriculture investigation (EAI) that will involve research, hypothesis testing or experimental work in Agricultural 
Science. 
 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment gives students opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding through 
investigating, analysing and evaluating agricultural information.  Students will have a chance to present his 
information to audiences through writing and speaking, or by combing modes for a presentation. 
 
In Agricultural Science, assessment instruments include: 
· Extended Response – responses to research or stimulus 

· Materials, such as an extended agricultural investigation (EAI) 

· Report, field report, essay, article, speech or presentation 

· Examinations – extended response tests or short-response tests 

Where Can Agricultural Science Take You 
A course of study in Agricultural Science can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 
fields of agriculture, horticulture, agronomy, food technology, aquaculture, veterinary science, equine science, 
environmental management, biotechnology, business, marketing and agricultural education, research and 
development.  
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Ancient History 
 

Prerequisites:  A Sound Level of Achievement in Year 10 English and Social Science. 

 

Why Study Ancient History 
History involves inquiry into the past.  The historian learns to critically select data to support explanations and 
conclusions.  Students will analyse and evaluate historical sources.  Sources are analysed to provide 
information about change and continuity over time, causes of historical events, the effects of historical events, 
and the values and motives of those who lived at the time.  Students will evaluate historical sources to make 
judgements about a source’s relevance and reliability.  In doing so, students focus on issues such as bias, the 
time and context in which the source was produced, the extent to which the views expressed in the source are 
representative of a given population and the extent to which the information in one source can be corroborated 
by information in other sources.  In analysing and evaluating historical sources as described above, students will 
read widely and think critically.   This will provide students with opportunities to develop a greater understanding 
of the past and improve written and oral communication skills. 
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Studies of Archaeology 

· Archaeology – methods and techniques 

· Human remains (link study) 

· Specific archaeological sites 

Studies of Political Centrism in Rome 

· The impact of war and expansion 

· Centralization of power under Augustus 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Studies of Power 

· The military elite of Sparta OR an example of 

group leadership 

· Powerful rulers (a study of an individual) 

Studies of Funerary Practice 

· A research based unit 

A Study of Pharonic Power in Egypt 

· Shifting power of the King OR Hatsheput OR the 

Armana Revolution 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment in Ancient History is criteria based.  All Year 11 assessment is formative.  In Year 12 all 
assessment is summative (results are used in calculating exit levels of achievement). 
 
Each semester, there will be an essay that is a response to stimulus material provided to the students, a 
research task that may be a written or non-written presentation and a test that might include short answer 
questions, response to stimulus questions and/or an essay. 
 

Where Can Ancient History Take You 
Students will develop skills which, with the addition of higher qualifications, will equip them for and be 
transferrable in fields such as law, journalism, foreign affairs, diplomacy, politics, education, Defence Forces, 
publishing, travel, film and television production, or any career which requires advanced thinking and oral and 
written communication skills.  In addition, there are increasing opportunities in the areas of archaeology and 
anthropology.  
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Biology 
 

Prerequisites:  A Sound Level of Achievement in Year 10 Science other than General Science.  If a student 

does not meet this prerequisite and still wishes to study the subject, they will need the permission of the Head of 
Department (Mr Warren Butler) before their subject enrolment can be accepted. 
 

Why Study Biology 
Biology is the study of the natural systems of the living world.  It is characterised by a view of life as a unique 
phenomenon with fundamental unity.  Living processes and systems have many interacting factors that make 
quantification and prediction difficult.  An understanding of these processes and systems requires integration of 
many branches of knowledge. The study of Biology provides students with opportunities to:  

• gain insight into the scientific manner of investigating problems pertaining to the living world  

• experience the processes of science, which lead to the discovery of new knowledge  

• develop a deeper understanding and an enhanced aesthetic appreciation of the living world.  
 
The study of Biology will help students to understand the consequences of their personal actions and those of 
their community and society on the living world. It will enable students to participate as informed and 
responsible citizens in decision-making processes, the outcomes of which will affect the living world both now 
and in the future.  
 
When students study Biology, they will examine the phenomenon of life in all its manifestations. Biology 
encompasses studies of the origin, development, functioning and evolution of living systems and the 
consequences of intervention in those systems. Their understandings will be developed in terms of concepts 
inherent in the principles of biology, which are:  

• Survival of species is dependent on individuals staying alive long enough to reproduce.  

• At every level of organisation in the living world, structure and function are interrelated. Each level of 
organisation in the living world has its own unique aspects and there is continual interaction of structure and 
function between these levels.  

• Continuity and change occur at all organisational levels in the living world. Changes may be cyclical or 
directional. The continuity of life is a balance between all the change processes.  

 

What is Studied 
The course places considerable emphasis upon practical work conducted within a laboratory and in the field.  
There is a minimum time commitment for fieldwork of ten hours.  Fieldwork is integrated with the study of the 
key concepts to help students better understand biological phenomena.  During practical activities, students will 
learn to examine collected data, suggest hypotheses that explain observations and design and conduct 
experiments. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

· Cell Biology 

· My Body 

· Diversity of Life (fieldwork) 

· Animal Behaviour 

 

· Genetics and Molecular Biology and Plant Physiology 

· Evolution 

· Homeostasis and Exercise Physiology 

· Human Disease 

 

How are Students Assessed 
The assessment program will include a variety of assessment techniques which are integrated with the learning 
experiences.  Assessment in Biology gives students opportunities to demonstrate Understanding Biology, 
Investigating Biology, and Evaluating Biological Issues.  In Biology, assessment instruments include: 

· Extended response tasks 

· Written tasks 

· Extended experimental investigations 

In Year 12, students will be expected to complete a minimum of four and a maximum of six assessment 
instruments representing at least one and no more than two of the above categories. 
 

Where Can Biology Take You 
Understanding of biological concepts, as well as general science knowledge and skills, is relevant to a range of 
careers, including those in medical, veterinary, food and marine sciences, agriculture, biotechnology, 
environmental rehabilitation, biosecurity, quarantine, conservation and eco-tourism.   
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Business Communication & Technology (BCT) 
 

Prerequisites:  A Sound Level of Achievement or better in Year 10 English and Year 9/10 Business 

Education is desirable. 

 

Why Study BCT 
Business Communication and Technologies (BCT) offers students opportunities to engage in and understand a 
range of business administrative practices through real-life situations and simulations. Students study the 
implications of business activities on the social, cultural and environmental landscape while focusing on the 
skills of communication the use of business-specific technologies. 
  
Business Communication and Technologies fosters intellectual, social and moral development by encouraging 
students to think critically about the role and ethical responsibilities of business in society. 
 
The course is designed to provide a foundation in the study of business and to prepare students for further 
education, training and employment 
 

What is Studied 
Over the two year course, students will study a minimum of six and a maximum of eight topics of study from the 
following option. 
 

Topics of Study 

1. Business Environments 6. Organisation and Work Teams 

2. Managing People 7. Managing Workplace Information 

3. Industrial Relations 8. Financial Administration 

4. International Business 9. Social Media 

5. Workplace, Health, Safety and Sustainability 10. Events Administration 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Students are assessed against standards described in terms of; Knowing and Understanding Business, 
Investigating Business Issues and Evaluating Business Decisions.  
Assessment techniques used include short and/or extended responses, research assignments, projects and 
reports. Multimodal presentations such as seminar presentations, multimedia presentations, debates and 
reports may also be used. 
 

Where Can BCT Take You 
Students will develop skills and can combine their business knowledge, with the addition of higher qualifications, 
to continue their studies in areas such as accounting, online business, event management, project 
management, food industries, hospitality, travel and tourism, sport and leisure ventures and sustainable 
enterprises.  
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Chemistry 
 

Prerequisites:  High Level of Achievement in Year 10 Science other than General Science.  If a student 

does not meet this prerequisite and still wishes to study the subject, they will need the permission of the Head of 
Department (Mr Warren Butler) before their subject enrolment can be accepted. 

 

Why Study Chemistry 
In Chemistry, subject matter is derived from key concepts and key ideas. The key concepts are organised under 
the headings of ‘Structure’ and ‘Reactions’.    
Structure  

• All matter is composed of atoms.  

• Materials can be categorised and represented symbolically and their macroscopic properties can be 
explained and predicted from understandings about electronic structure and bonding.  

Reactions  

• Specific criteria can be used to classify chemical reactions.  

• Chemical reactions involve energy changes.  

• The mole concept and stoichiometry enable the determination of quantities in chemical processes.  

• Specialised qualitative and quantitative techniques are used to determine quantity, composition and type.  

• Chemical reactions are influenced by the conditions under which they take place and, being reversible, may 
reach a state of equilibrium.  

 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

The Chemistry Toolbox 
Students will learn to converse in the basic 
language and mathematics of Chemistry. 
Scissors, Paper, Rock! 
Students will consider the stoichiometric 
relationships between chemicals in a reaction. 
Food and Other Fuels 
Students will examine the role of food as the 
energy providers for the human body, as well as 
a comparison with fuels used in transportation. 
W.AT.E.R. 
Students will investigate qualitative and 
quantitative chemical methods of analysis to 
determine concentrations of acids, bases, 
dissolved salts and the inherent chemical 
reactions present in the Bremer River. 

Poisons, Drugs and Medicines 
Students will expand their understanding of Organic 
Chemistry and will learn about some common therapeutic 
drugs. 
A Chemical Adventure 
Students will carry out an extended experimental 
investigation into an area of green Chemistry which the 
student has chosen from a provided list. 
Oresome Metals 
Students will look at the extraction and purification of 
various metals and then explore the relationship between 
metals and electricity with a focus on oxidation-reduction 
reactions. 
Do You Smell Gas? 
Students will study the composition of air and the gas 
laws. 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment in Chemistry gives students opportunities to demonstrate Knowledge and conceptual 
understanding, Investigative processes and Evaluating and concluding.  
In Chemistry, assessment instruments include:  

• extended experimental investigations - within this mandatory category, instruments are developed to 
investigate a hypothesis or to answer a practical research question  

• supervised assessments - within this mandatory category, instruments such as written tests are used, and 
conducted under supervised conditions to ensure authentication of student work  

• extended response tasks - within this category, instruments are developed in response to a Chemistry 
question, circumstance or issue and while they are essentially non-experimental they may draw on primary 
experimental data.  

 
In Year 12, students will be expected to complete at least four and a maximum of six assessment instruments, 
of which one will be an extended experimental investigation and at least one supervised assessment. 
 

Where Can Chemistry Take You 
An understanding of chemistry is relevant to a range of careers, including those in forensic science, 
environmental science, engineering, medicine, pharmacy and sports science. Additionally, chemistry knowledge 
is valuable in occupations that rely on an understanding of materials and their interactions, such as art, 
winemaking, agriculture and food technology. Students might use this course as a foundation to pursue further 
studies in chemistry.  
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Chinese 
 

Prerequisites:  A Sound Level of Achievement in Year 10 Chinese. 

 

Why Study Chinese 
Learning additional languages widens horizons, broadens cultural experiences and develops intercultural 
communication skills.  By learning another language, students develop a greater awareness of their own 
language and cultural practices as well as extending, diversifying an enriching their cognitive, social and 
linguistic development. 
 
· Modern Standard Chinese is the most widely spoken language in the world.  It is the first language of more 

than 1.3 billion and the second or third language of over 230 million people. 

· China, Taiwan, Singapore and Hong Kong are the most dynamic and fastest-growing economies in the 

world.  Modern Standard Chinese is a language of trade and commerce in these countries. 

· Knowledge of Modern Standard Chinese facilitates entry into business, trade, tourism and education in the 
Asia-Pacific region. Combined with other skills, Chinese increases employment opportunities globally.  More 
than 120 million Chinese cannot speak English, so Chinese would be a substantial advantage. 

· More and more Chinese are travelling to English speaking countries for business purposes, creating a 
growing demand for interpreters and business associates who can speak Chinese.   

· Australia is a popular destination for Chinese-speaking students.  Chinese helps build intercultural 
understanding. 

· For Australia, China and the other Asian countries are of critical importance as they are our closest 
neighbours and major trading partners.  

· The ability to communicate in Chinese is seen as a necessary skill to enable students to engage with Asia 
·  

What is Studied 
Each unit of work covers a topic prescribed by the syllabus and incorporates cultural knowledge, new 
vocabulary, language functions and grammar.  The four macro skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing 
are developed through a series of learning experiences and activities. 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Personal description, personality 

Family life, housing, domestic routine 

Sports, hobbies and interests 

Adolescence 

School, subjects, school routine, rules etc. 

Future study options and studying overseas 

Customs and appropriate ways of behaving 

Preparing for and coping with the homestay 
experience 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Business, industry and occupations 

Future work options 

Look for work 

Roles in society 

Environment (landscapes city –v- country) and 
environmental issues (noise, water and air pollution, 
litter) and their impact on the community 

Story telling – traditional Western and Chinese 
stories and biographies 

*Please note that in the event of a composite class, topics may be covered in a different order. 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Languages are assessed by listening, reading, speaking and writing. You may be assessed, for example, by:  

• answering questions about spoken and written texts in the language  

• engaging in conversations and interviews  

• writing letters, emails and articles.  
 
Students’ ability to communicate is what is being assessed. Students will need to show that they can 
understand and convey meaning in the spoken and written language. 
 

Where Can Chinese Take You 
The ability to speak Chinese can be essential in areas such as tourism and hospitality, business, international 
relations and diplomacy, education and communications. This ability also opens up opportunities to study 
abroad, and to travel and live in parts of the world that would not have been possible without the local language.  
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Dance 
 

Why Study Dance 
The Senior School subject, Dance, provides opportunities for students to critically examine their experiences 
and understandings of dance and dance forms, exploring the interrelationship between practical and theoretical 
aspects of dance.  As they study and participate in various dance contexts, genres and styles, students develop 
as creative, complex thinkers, effective communicators, reflective and independent learners and participants in 
an interdependent world.  Students learn to choreograph, perform and appreciate danceworks. 
 
Through choreography, students explore, manipulate, integrate and structure movement to reflect an intent 
which may be to create meaning, express personal or social ideas, tell stories and entertain.  Through 
performance, students gain understandings of technical competencies and expressive skills.  By reflecting on, 
responding to and evaluating various dance genres and styles, students develop an awareness of how and why 
dance reflects the contexts in which it is created.  It is this understanding that informs their dance making and 
their appreciation of the danceworks of others. 
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 – The Latest Craze 

Students are introduced to Senior Dance through the 
study of technical and expressive performance skills 
within the Popular Dance genre, including styles such 
as hip hop and jazz. 

Unit 2 – Turning Points 

Students learn and study the history of the ballet 
genre of dance, and its relevance to all forms of 
modern dance. 

Unit 3 – Telling Stories 

Students undertake an examination of the history and 
development of contemporary dance as a break 
away from the strict rules of classical ballet.  They 
focus on a range of styles within the contemporary 
genre, as pioneered by well-known choreographers, 
through written appreciation and practical 
performance tasks. 

Unit 1 – Emotions on Stage 

Students explore a range of genres, particularly 
Musical Theatre styles, to express emotion and to 
entertain audiences. 

Unit 2 – Statements 

Students undertake a short exploration of dance 
which communicates a clear social or political 
statement, or a significant moment in history. 

Unit 3 – Pushing the Boundaries 

Students undertake an extensive study of dance 
trends of the 21

st
 Century.  They will examine the 

development of Post-modernism, its philosophies, 
processes and styles. 

Unit 4  - Your Say 

In consultation and collaboration with the teachers, 
each student is to select an organiser and genre/style 
of dance for study and design a unit for themselves. 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Students are assessed through the dimensions of Choreography, Performance and Appreciation. In 
Choreography, students develop danceworks in response to stimuli to convey their choreographic intent. In 
Performance, students demonstrate their technical and expressive skills through the performance of 
danceworks. In Appreciation, students provide an extended response that may involve solving a problem, 
expressing and justifying a point of view, explaining and evaluating an issue, applying concepts or theories to a 
circumstance, or critiquing a dancework. 
 
Exams, performances, research assignments, expressive skills, oral seminars and choreographic tasks are just 
a sample of the techniques incorporated.  However, the subject is predominantly practical; therefore students 
can expect more practical assessment than written. 
 

Where Can Dance Take You 
Dance education provides another mode of learning and a means of identifying and developing special 
interests, needs and talents not emphasized in other areas.  It also provides a basis for post-secondary 
involvement in dance and related arts for employment and leisure.  Specifically it could lead into teaching either 
within schools or universities, arts and theatre management and studies in human movement.  
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Drama 
 

Why Study Drama 
Drama explores dramatic forms and styles, and the ways they are used to express and communicate human 
experience in different cultures, times and places.  You will use and develop your creativity, thinking skills and 
technical understandings about drama to imagine and explore behaviour, relationships, emotions and beliefs in 
different situations and contexts.  
 
Drama has three important aspects: creating drama, presenting drama as an actor, and critiquing drama 
performances.  To build your knowledge, understandings and skills across each of these aspects, you will learn 
about elements of drama, skills of drama and the conventions of a variety of dramatic forms and styles, 
including Realism.  You will use the knowledge, understanding and skills you have learnt to:  

· create drama in different forms and styles to communicate your ideas  

· present drama performances to live audiences  

· critique performances by professional companies  

What is Studied 

Year 11 Year 12 

Unit 1 – Speaking the Truth 

Students will develop an understanding of the 
elements of drama and the conventions of Realism 
and its variations.  Key themes within Australian 
playscripts will be explored through process drama, 
viewing performance and script interpretation.  

Unit 2 – Voices from the Past 

This unit will explore the body as a heightened and 
expressive means of communication.  Students begin 
this unit in a historical and sociological context by 
exploring and demonstrating Greek Tragic Chorus 
and its associated conventions to challenge and 
educate the audience.  They then move on to 
exploring the Elizabethan Theatre tragic themes and 
create ‘theme-based’ works that are dramatic, 
cultural and/or sociological.   

Unit 5 – Voices in My Head 

This unit explores and examines the nature of Absurd 
Theatre and challenges students to view theatre as a 
tool for social comment.  

Unit 6 – Listen to me Shout 

This unit focuses students on how Drama can be 
used to inform, challenge, empower and educate an 
audience on significant socio-political issues.   

Unit 7 – Listen to Me Articulate 

This unit encourages students to continue to 
experience, appreciate and support the Australian 
/Queensland Arts Industry through viewing and 
responding to Live Theatre.  

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment in Drama gives you opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge, understandings and skills in 
creating drama, performing as an actor, and critiquing professionally produced drama performances in a variety 
of forms and styles.  
 
A variety of assessment techniques will be used to measure achievement across the three areas of Forming, 
Presenting and Responding.  They will include script writing, play building, performance and oral presentations, 
written essay and assignment work, critical reviews and formal exam responses.  It is a compulsory part of the 
course that students attend at least one live theatre performance, and complete an assessment item that is 
based on the viewing of that performance.  Drama is a group art and many learning experiences and practical 
task will occur in group situations.  However, achievement will be measured in terms of the individual’s 
performance within the group. 
 
In Year 12, you will be expected to complete two assessments for each aspect of the course, some of which will 
require extended writing. 
 

Where Can Drama Take You 
A course of study in Drama can establish a basis for further education and employment in theatre, the broader 
arts industry and education.   
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Economics 
 

Prerequisites: A Sound Level of Achievement in English, Year 10 Mathematics A or Mathematics B and 

Year 9/10 Business Education, is recommended. 
 

Why Study Economics 
Economics is a study of how to use scarce resources in the best way possible. Households, businesses and 
governments are confronted with the economic problem of alternative uses of their limited resources. This 
course of study stresses the desirability of understanding the significance of economic events as well as the 
implications of individual, business and government economic decision making. 
  
The emphasis is on the application of economic skills and concepts to the problems and issues facing 
Australian society. It helps senior students gain key employment skills and competencies and to participate 
effectively in, and contribute to, economic decision making.  
 

What is Studied 
This course consists of four core topics (one per semester).  Students also study a minimum of four and a 
maximum of six elective units. 
 

Core Topics 

Markets and Models Contemporary Microeconomic Issues 

Contemporary Macroeconomic Issues International Economics 

Elective Units 

Share Market Personal Economics Globalisation and Trade 

Income and Expenditure Analysis Finance Environment 

Population Labour Income and Wealth Distribution 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Formal assessment will come from a range of assessment techniques. 
 

Supervised Written Assessment including:  Research Assessment including: 

Essays 

Multiple choice, single 
word, true/false, 
definitions or sentence 
answers 

Practical exercises and 
calculations 

Prose of one or several 
paragraphs 

 Analytical exposition 

Research assignment 

Report 

Experimental investigation 

Folio of work 

Magazine article 

Interview 

Speech 

Debate 

Seminar 

 

Where Can Economics Take You 
Students can become analysts, advisors and economists in both the public and private sector.  It can also lead 
to careers in business, finance, international development, health, HR Management, marketing and 
management and research.  
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Geography 
 

Prerequisites: N/A 

Assumed Knowledge:  A Sound Level of Achievement in Year 10 English and Social Science 

 

Why Study Geography 
Geography is the study of patterns on the Earth’s surface.  It includes physical, living and human environments 
and focuses specifically on the way in which these are related and interact.  Geography is also concerned with 
ascertaining the best way in which human beings can use environments in a sustainable way. 
 
Through studying Geography, students will: develop an understanding of questions, issues and problems 
arising from human use of the Earth’s resources; become proficient in the use of the key questions and 
concepts of Geography and the way they guide the process of geographic investigation; use geographical 
concepts to organise information about people and environments; become proficient in the use of a range of 
thinking, social, communication, practical and study skills and be able to use each step in following through the 
stages of a geographical investigation; develop a concern for the sustainability of the environment and the 
quality of human life through the exploration of a range of attitudes and values related to ecologically 
sustainable development, social justice and democratic processes and institutions and develop the knowledge, 
abilities and ethical commitment to participate as active citizens in the shaping of the future. 
 

What is Studied 
Students must study, over two semesters, four themes each comprising two focus units and some elective units.  
The core units are: 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Managing the Natural Environment 

· Responding to Natural Hazards 

· Managing Catchments 

Resources and Environment 

· Living with Climate Change 

· Sustaining Biodiversity 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Social Environments 

· Sustaining Communities 

· Connecting People and Places 

People and Development 

· Feeding the World’s People 

· Geography of Disease 

 
Elective units will relate to the theme and either one or two may be undertaken each semester. 
No specific time period is set for elective units.  The time allocation will reflect student interest in the inquiry. 
 

How are Students Assessed 
· Short response tests which include multiple choice questions, sentence response, paragraph response and 

definitions 

· Practical exercises which include interpreting data, producing information from data and identifying and 

resolving issues from data 

· Extended written responses which include stimulus-response essays and field work reports 

· Non-written responses which include seminar presentations (10-15 minutes), oral presentations, simulations 

or role plays, presentations using visual media technology. 

All Year 11 assessment is formative allowing students to develop test skills before entering Year 12.  All Year 12 
assessment is summative.  Results are used in calculating exit levels of achievement. 

 
Where Can Geography Take You 
Careers (with additional qualifications) include: landscape architecture, surveying, regional and town planning, 
government administration, Defence Forces, cartography, oceanography, environment consultancy, foreign 
affairs, tourism and travel.  
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Graphics 
 

Prerequisites: Having studied Graphics or Art in Years 9 and 10 will be an advantage. 

 

Assumed Knowledge: Students should have basic skills in two-dimensional and three-dimensional 

drawing, and basic skills in sketching. 
 

Why Study Graphics 
Graphics develops students’ understanding of design factors and design processes in graphical contexts.  
Design problems provide settings for units of work where students create graphical representations of design 
solutions for a range of audiences, including corporate and end-user clients.  These design settings are based 
in the real-world design areas of industrial design, graphic design and built environment design. 
 
Graphics contributes to the development of technological literacy and develops the communication, analytical 
and problem-solving skills required for a large number of educational and vocational aspirations, including the 
fields of graphic design, industrial design, built environment design, engineering, urban and regional planning, 
surveying, and building paraprofessionals. 
 

What is Studied 
In the development of solutions to design problems, students sketch and draw freehand, develop spatial 
cognition and visualisation, produce technical graphical representations in both two-dimensional and three-
dimensional formats and use existing and emerging technologies to present solutions graphically.  Students will 
interpret, generate and create visual communications for particular purposes and audiences.  Students plan and 
produce graphical representations in simulated real-world contexts.  They make judgements and justify 
decisions.  There is a heavy focus on students developing freehand sketching and rendering skills, and 
competence in computer aided design software such as Google Sketchup and AutoCAD.  Students will 
generally utilise three-dimensional prototype printing equipment to enhance their learning. 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Unit 1 

Graphic Design – Identity 

Unit 2 

Industrial Design – Homewares 

Unit 3 

Built Environment – Landscape Architecture 

Unit 1 

Industrial Design – Furniture 

Unit 2 

Built Environment – Domestic Dwellings 

Unit 3 

Graphic Design – Product Packaging 

 

How are Students Assessed 
In Graphics, assessment instruments include: 

- Design folios: record the design process you have used to solve a design problem. These folios will 
contains some written information, but will mostly consist of graphical representations of your ideas 
and solutions 

- Examinations: will mostly require you to sketch and draw ideas and solutions in response to small 
design problems or aspects of larger ones. 

In year 12, you will be expected to complete at least four assessments, including at least two design folios and 
one examination. 
 

Where Can Graphics Take You 
A course of study in Graphics can establish a basis for further education and employment in graphic design, 
industrial design, built environment design (architecture, landscape architecture, interior design), engineering, 
urban and regional planning, surveying and spatial sciences, and building paraprofessionals. 
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Health Education 
 

Why Study Health Education 
Heath Education examines health in the context of society, and the mechanisms necessary to develop and 
promote health for individuals, groups, communities and nations. 
 
Health Education is a subject what would interest students who are concerned about social justice issues and 
who have a strong commitment to community. 
 
Students develop a belief that they can make a difference and achieve better health outcomes for themselves 
and others by contributing to community debate and discussion on health issues, developing skills necessary to 
make informed decisions and plan health strategies, and through a commitment to health equity. 
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Personal Health 

· My personal health 

· Teenage health 

Sexual Health of WestMAC Students 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Peer and Family Health 

· Mental wellbeing of teenagers 

· Domestic violence 

Men’s and Women’s Health – “The Inequity of Health 
Outcomes” 

Adolescents – Schoolies Week 

Selected health issue 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Students are assessed on three dimensions throughout their course of study: Knowledge & Understanding, 
Application & Analysis and Synthesis & Evaluation. 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Exam Essay (500-700 words) 
Oral Presentation (3-5 mins) 

Research Report (1000 words) 
Integrated Task/Evaluation (1000 words) 
Unseen Exam Essay (800-1000 words) 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Research Report (800-100 words) 
Unseen Exam Essay (500-700 words) 90 mins 

Multi-modal Presentation (5-7 mins) 
Newspaper Article (1500words) 

 

Where Can Health Education Take You 
Students considering the following careers would find this subject beneficial: Health-related fields (health policy 
development, health promotion, health and safety laws and regulations, health information management); 
medical and social health fields (health advocacy, counselling, social work, medicine and nursing).  Specific 
courses in the Health Sciences are: Bachelor of Health Science (Management & Nutrition), Bachelor of Nursing, 
Bachelor of Behaviour Science (Psychology), Bachelor of Science in Environmental Health, Bachelor of Health 
– (Health Promotion & Education), Bachelor of Applied Science (Human Movements).  
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Home Economics (Available in Year 12 2016 only) 
 

Prerequisites:  Whilst a Sound Level of Achievement in English would be an advantage, there are no 

prerequisites in this course. 
 

Why Study Home Economics 
Home Economics offers students opportunities to discover and further develop critical and creative capabilities 
that enhance individual and family wellbeing. In turn, these attributes can be used in their personal and 
professional lives, informing their future decisions and actions. 
  
A central premise of Home Economics is that today’s actions and attitudes determine present and future 
welfare, security, and happiness of individuals, families and communities. Home economists educate, inform 
and advise government, industry and the community. Their advice can help individuals make better lifestyle 
choices. 
  

What is Studied 
The two year course is constructed by selecting units within three areas of study – Nutrition and Food, Textiles 
and Fashion and Individuals, Families and Community. 
 

Year 12 Semester 1 

Food, Nutrition and the Life Cycle 

Nutrition and Food 

Year 12 Semester 2 

The Nest 

Individuals, Families and Community 

Textiles and Fashion 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment in Home Economics enables students to demonstrate achievement in the three dimensions of 
Knowledge and Understanding, Reasoning and Communicating Processes, and Practical Performance.  
To determine a student’s level of achievement the College selects from, and combines in a variety of ways, the 
following techniques:  

• supervised written assessment  

• research assessment  

• product assessment 
 

Where Can Home Economics Take You 
Students may choose to pursue a career in the areas of Food, Food Science & Technology, Nutrition, Dietetics, 
Education (Training), Clothing Design, Design, Textile Production, Human Relationships & Management.  
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Hospitality Studies 
 

Prerequisites:  Whilst a Sound Level of Achievement in English and Mathematics would be an advantage, 

there are no prerequisites in this course of study. 
 

Why Study Hospitality Studies 
Many careers await students who choose to work in the hospitality industry. This industry comprises businesses 
that provide food and beverage, accommodation and entertainment services for their guests or clients. 
  
Hospitality Studies develops critical awareness of the social, cultural, environmental and economic factors that 
affect the hospitality industry, while promoting efficient, creative and entrepreneurial skills and a commitment to 
service. 
 
The subject introduces students to hospitality sectors and environments, issues, management practices and 
skills as they engage in operational and theoretical frameworks relevant to the industry. They create, implement 
and reflect on hospitality events, and examine and evaluate hospitality industry issues, exploring the possibilities 
for a sustainable future for the industry. 
 

What is Studied 
A course of study in Hospitality Studies consists of exploring core hospitality management practices through a 
range of topics.  The topics are:  

• Kitchen Production  

• Beverage Production and Services  

• Food and Beverage Services  

• Accommodation Services  

• Clubs and Gaming Services 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Topics:  Kitchen Production 
 Food and Beverage Services 

Issue:  Workplace Health & Safety 

Event:  High Tea 

Topics:  Kitchen Production 
 Food and Beverage Services 

Issue:  Sustainability in the Hospitality Industry 
 Catering for Clients with Special Needs 

Event:  Formal Restaurant 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Topics:  Beverage Production and Services 

Issue:  Responsible Service of Alcohol 

Event:  Coffee Shop 

Topics:  Kitchen Production 
  Food and Beverage Services 

Issue:  The Impact of Café Society 

Event:  Cultural Buffet 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment in Hospitality Studies is based upon three dimensions: Inquiring, Planning and Performing.  
Students will have a variety of assessment experiences such as multi-modal presentations, research projects, 
written exams, planning documents and practical tasks.  Compulsory practical tasks may be conducted out of 
regular school hours to better simulate the Hospitality Industry. 
 

Where Can Hospitality Studies Take You 
Hospitality Studies gives students a foundation that, with further development of their skills and understanding of 
hospitality, could lead to professional hospitality careers in food and beverages, catering, accommodation, 
entertainment, resorts, tourist attractions, casinos and gaming establishments, festivals and events or tourism. 
Alternatively, students could pursue tertiary studies in hospitality, specialising in hotel, event and tourism or 
business management.  
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Information Technology Systems (ITS) 
 

Prerequisites: Having studied ICT in Years 9 and 10 will be an advantage. 

 

Assumed knowledge: Students should have basic skills in manipulating computer software, and have an 

interest in the study of computers and the IT industry. 
 

Why Study ITS 
Information Technology (IT) is an area characterised by frequent and rapid change and presents particular 
challenges for Australian society, not the least of which is the need for responsiveness to emerging technologies 
and trends. IT involves the use of technologies by which people manipulate and share information in its various 
forms — text, graphics, sound and video — and the range of technological devices used to perform these 
functions.  
 
The subject ITS, is a practical discipline which seeks to prepare students to meet these rapid changes and be 
responsive to emerging technologies and trends. It provides students with the knowledge, skills, processes and 
understandings of the systems supporting IT. These systems range from those supporting the development of 
information, such as documents or websites, to those supporting technology, such as computers or networks. 
 
Overall, this course should prove especially relevant to all students in the way it prepares them to acquire the 
means to cope with, and harness to their advantage, the rapid rate of change and significant opportunities 
associated with IT, now and into their future.  
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Graphic Design Multimedia 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Animation Web Design 

 
Subject matter in ITS is organised into five interwoven elements; theory and techniques, problem-solving 
process, project management, client relationships and social and ethical issues. 
 
The following contexts provide a focus for developing the subject matter into units of work: 

· Animation · Game design · Graphic design 

· Interactive media · Mobile technology · Multimedia 

· Networking · Video production · Web design 

 
Students will engage in a variety of practical learning experiences in a mostly project-based course of study.  
 

How are Students Assessed 
In ITS, assessment instruments include: 

- Supervised written assessment 
- Extended response assessment 
- Product assessment 

 

Where Can ITS Take You 
A course of study in ITS can prepare students to cope with, and harness to their advantage, the changes and 
significant opportunities associated with IT. This subject may lead to employment in such areas as IT support, 
graphic and multimedia manipulation, tertiary study in fields in multimedia design, game design, website design, 
and animation. 
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Japanese 
 

Prerequisites:  A Sound Level of Achievement in Year 10 Japanese. 

 

Why Study Japanese 
Learning additional languages widens horizons, broadens cultural experiences and develops intercultural 
communication skills. By learning another language students develop a greater awareness of their own 
language and cultural practices as well as extending, diversifying and enriching their cognitive, social and 
linguistic development. 
 

• Japanese is the most widely learned language in Australian schools and universities. 

• Japan is one of the largest economies in the world and one of Australia’s largest trading partners. 

• National, state and local governments have strengthened their ties with Japan through trade, banking, 
tourism and education. More than 120 million Japanese cannot speak English so Japanese language skills 
will increase employment opportunities internationally and in Australia. 

• More and more Japanese are travelling to English speaking countries for business purposes creating a 
growing demand for interpreters and business associates who can speak Japanese.   

• Japan and other Asian countries are of critical importance to Australia because they are our closest 
neighbours and major trading partners. Their rich traditional and contemporary cultures not only provide 
social, creative and intellectual development but help us to improve our communication skills. 

• The ability to communicate in one or more Asian languages is seen as a necessary skill to enable students 
to engage with Asia. 

• Japanese will provide students with unique opportunities to study a character-based language, which is 
quite different from their own. 

 

What is Studied 
Each unit of work covers a topic prescribed by the syllabus and incorporates cultural knowledge, new 
vocabulary, language functions and grammar.  The four macro skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing 
are developed through a series of learning experiences and activities. 

Year 11Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Self-introductions 

Student exchanges 

Rules at home and school 

Family life – embarrassing events 

Celebrations and holidays in Japan and Australia 

Planning a trip 

Accommodation 

Train travel 

Working as a tour guide, sales assistant and in a 
restaurant 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Hobbies 

Sports and fitness 

Entertainment 

Protecting the environment 

Recycling and saving water 

Getting a drivers licence 

School formal 

Making plans for the future 

Living in Japan 

Finding work in Japan 

*Please note that in the event of a composite class, topics may be covered in a different order. 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Languages are assessed by listening, reading, speaking and writing. Students may be assessed, for example, 
by answering questions about spoken and written texts in the language, engaging in conversations and 
interviews or writing letters, emails and articles.  
 
Students’ ability to communicate is what is being assessed. Students will need to show that they can 
understand and convey meaning in the spoken and written language. 
 

Where Can Japanese Take You 
The ability to speak Japanese can be essential in areas such as tourism and hospitality, business, international 
relations and diplomacy, education and communications. This ability also opens up opportunities to study 
abroad, and to travel and live in parts of the world that would not have been possible without the local language.  
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Legal Studies 
 

Assumed Knowledge:  A Sound Level of Achievement in Year 10 English and Social Science 

 

Why Study Legal Studies 
Legal Studies is about developing an understanding of the Australian legal system and how it affects your basic 
rights, obligations and responsibilities. By examining factors that have led society to create a legal system, 
students will develop knowledge and understanding of the frameworks which regulate and shape our society.  
The Legal Studies course enables students to learn through the investigation of legal issues, exploring four core 
areas of study: the legal system; criminal law; introduction to civil obligations; and human rights.  Through the 
investigation of legal issues students will develop high-order thinking skills, including analysing, evaluating and 
justifying and will learn using case studies and scenarios.  
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

The Legal System 
A general overview of the Australian legal system, its 
structure, procedures, personnel and terminology. 

Criminal Law 
Society’s need for order, procedural matters, the 
rights of citizens, offences and defences and 
punishment and compensation. 

Introduction to Civil Obligations 
How the law regulates private interactions between 
citizens in society, both planned (contract) and 
unplanned (negligence).  Students will gain an 
understanding of what constitutes an enforceable 
contract and what statutory protection is available for 
individuals. 

Family and the Law 
The procedure and requirements for the legal 
recognition of a family unit. 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Criminal Law/Sports and the Law 
A range of sports scenarios as criminal offences. 

Human Rights 
Students will consider a range of individual rights 
including common law, constitutional, legislative, 
customary, and international conventions that exist 
within the Australian legal system. 

Independent Inquiry 
Students undertake an independent, self-directed, in-
depth investigation of a topical legal issue facing 
Australian society. 

Human Rights 
Students will consider how the promotion and 
enforcement of human rights in Australia impacts 
upon society. 

Housing and the Law 
Investigate how the law regulates buying, selling and 
renting of property by looking at practical examples. 

 
 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment is continuous and criteria based.  All of Year 11 assessment is formative, allowing students to 
develop their skills and identify their strengths and weaknesses in order to improve their performance.  Year 12 
assessment is summative with results being used in the calculation of exit levels of achievement. 
 

Where Can Legal Studies Take You 
Legal Studies can establish the basis for further education and employment in the fields of law, law 
enforcement, criminology, justice studies, social work, government, corrective services, business, education, 
economics and politics.  
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Mathematics C 
 

Prerequisites:  The Mathematics C course can only be selected in conjunction with Mathematics B.  It is 

recommended that a High Level of Achievement or better is achieved in the Pre-mathematics B course in 
Semester 2 of Year 10 (with a demonstrated strength in algebra), in order to consider Mathematics C in Year 
11. 
 

Why Study Mathematics C 
Mathematics C revolves around six core topics – Introduction to groups, real and complex number systems, 
matrices and applications, vectors and applications, calculus, structures and patterns and two optional topics 
(Dynamics and Advanced Periodic and Exponential Functions). 
 
Mathematics has been central to nearly all major scientific and technological advances in recent years.  Many of 
the developments and decisions made in industry and commerce, in the provision of social and community 
services and in government policy and planning, rely on the use of mathematics.  It is predicted that demand in 
Australia for mathematically skilled people will rise, creating a significant labour market problem unless more 
people are willing to undertake further mathematical study. 
 
The study of Mathematics C will give students the opportunity to extend their mathematical knowledge into new 
areas, and enhance will provide an excellent preparation for the further study of mathematics in a wide variety of 
fields.  The additional rigour and structure of the mathematics required in this subject will equip students with 
valuable thinking skills which will serve them in more general contexts.   
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Real and Complex Numbers Systems 1 

Matrices and Applications 1 

Introduction to Groups 

Matrices and Applications 2 

Real and Complex Numbers Systems 2 

Matrices and Applications 3 

Vectors and Applications 2 

Calculus 1 

Option Topic B – Advanced Periodic and Exponential 
Functions 1 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Vectors and Applications 1 (a) 

Structures and Patters 1 (a) 

Vectors and Applications 1 (b) 

Structures and Patterns 1 (b) 

Option Topic A – Dynamics 1 

Option Topic A – Dynamics 2 

Structures and Patterns 2 

Calculus 2 

Option Topic B – Advanced Periodic and Exponential 
Functions 2 

 

How are Students Assessed 
A variety of assessment techniques will be used including formal examinations, as well as a combination of 
assignments, investigations, research and practical tasks using instruments.  The Mathematics course will 
utilise a system of continuous assessment, with formative components being given in Year 11 while Year 12 will 
provide the summative data for exit. 
 
To determine the exit level of achievement, student performance in the following three criteria will be used: 

• Knowledge and procedures (this involves recalling and using familiar definitions, rules and procedures 
in a variety of contexts) 

• Modelling and problem-solving (students use observations, data, diagrams, formulae, graphs or other 
representations to investigate and model situations and hence make informed decisions) 

• Communication and justification (this category involves presentation, communication, logical 
arguments, interpretation and justification of the mathematical work done). 

 

Where Can Mathematics C Take You 
Mathematics C is a highly desirable choice for students who enjoy mathematics and/or those who intend to 
study Mathematics or Science based tertiary courses. 
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Modern History 
 

Prerequisites: N/A 
Assumed Knowledge:  A Sound Level of Achievement in  Year 10 English and Social Science 

 

Why Study Modern History 
Studying Modern History helps students to understand why our modern world is the way it is.  Students can 
understand the processes of change and continuity that have shaped today’s world, their causes, and the roles 
people played in those processes.  We can understand that there are relationships between our needs and 
interests and a range of historical issues, people and events, with a particular emphasis on the 20

th
 Century.  

Students develop these understandings through processes of critical inquiry, debate and reflection and through 
gaining empathy for others. 
 
Above all, the study of Modern History provides skills for living as global citizens.  In our everyday lives, 
including our work, we need to understand situations, place them in a long-term perspective, identify causes of 
change and continuity, acknowledge the perspectives of others, develop personal values, make judgements and 
reflect on our decisions.  We also gain from the research and communication skills that are developed and 
practiced in all phases of historical study.  Through studying History, we should be more ready to cope with the 
present and influence the future. 
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Study of  Conflict 

· World War II 

· Australia’s role in the Vietnam War 

Studies of Change 

A social history of Australia (including a unit on race 
relations) 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Studies Power 

Great Asian Leaders (2 from Mao, Ghandi or 
Sukarno) Military Power and/or Economic Power 
since WWII (eg. Power in the Middle East) 

Studies of Hope 

· Ideologies and philosophies of the past 

· Elective unit – student based research on a world 

‘hot spot’ 

· Case study of hope eg. American Civil Rights 

Movement; East Timor; the United Nations 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Each semester there will be: 

· An essay that is a response to stimulus material provided to the students 

· A research task that may be a written or non-written presentation 

· A test that might include /short answer questions, response to stimulus questions and/or essay. 

All Year 11 assessment is formative allowing students to develop test skills before entering Year 12.  All Year 12 
assessment is summative.  Results are used in the calculation of exit levels of achievement.  Criteria used for 
assessment in Modern History are: 

· Planning and using an historical research process 

· Forming historical knowledge through critical inquiry 

· Communicating historical knowledge 

Where Can Modern History Take You 
Students who undertake a course in Modern History can seek employment with a higher qualification in areas 
such as law, journalism, foreign affairs, diplomacy, politics, education, Defence Forces, publishing, travel, film & 
television production, information services or any career which requires effective oral and written 
communication.  
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Music 
 

Prerequisites:  Must have studied Year 9 and 10 Music or equivalent. 

 

Why Study Music 
Music holds a significant and special place in the everyday life of all cultures and societies. Studying Music can 
enhance your enjoyment of music and the arts, develop your practical and creative potential, and allow you to 
contribute to your community’s cultural life.  
 
The course of study encourages you to become a creative and adaptable thinker and problem solver, making 
informed decisions and developing your abilities to analyse and critically evaluate. A deeper level of knowledge, 
understanding and active participation in music-making may support you in maintaining a lifelong engagement 
with music as an art form and as a means of creative, artistic and emotional expression. 
 

What is Studied 
The Music course is based around three broad areas; composition, the creation of music, musicology, the study 
of music in social, historical and cultural contexts, performance, the interpretation of music through playing, 
singing and conducting. 
  
All learning in these areas leads to developing your musicianship, the unique set of knowledge, understandings, 
skills, attitudes and artistic sensitivities that will allow you to think, work and engage in the world of music and to 
participate in all forms of music making. Underpinning these three areas is knowledge and understanding of 
music elements and concepts, and the skills to interpret and apply these within a range of music activities.  
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Elementary My Dear 

Big Bang Theory 1 

The World’s a Stage 1 

The World’s a Stage 2 

From Celluloid to Digital 1 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Big Bang Theory 2 

All That Jazz 

From Celluloid to Digital 2 

Independent Study 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment in Music gives you opportunities to demonstrate your musicianship and apply your knowledge and 
understanding of music elements and concepts.  
In Music, assessment instruments include:  

• composition tasks, which require you to create music (applying your creative, expressive, aural, cognitive 
and technical skills)  

• extended responses (written, spoken or multimodal), which require you to analyse, evaluate and synthesise 
music to express a viewpoint;  

• written examinations, which require you to respond independently to questions or statements, under 
supervision; items may require you to read, listen to, interpret and analyse scores and recordings  

• performance tasks, which require you to perform to an audience (demonstrating and interpreting music 
elements and concepts through playing, singing and/or conducting).  

 
In Year 12, you will be expected to complete two composition tasks, two musicology tasks and two performance 
tasks. These tasks may be combined. You must show evidence of extended writing as part of these tasks. You 
will also complete an assessment task after verification that assesses composition, musicology or performance. 
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Physical Education (PE) 
 

Why Study PE 
In Australia, participating in and watching physical activity is culturally significant and deeply embedded in the 
national psyche. Physical activity is central to maintaining health, providing avenues for social interaction, 
developing self-worth and promoting community involvement.  
 
Physical Education would interest students who are physically active, enjoy a range of sports; participate in 
sport as a coach, or who would like to further their knowledge of the physical culture of Australia. 
 

What is Studied 
The three major content areas are Learning Physical Skills, Biological Bases of Training and Exercise and 
Physical Activity in Australian Society.  Students will cover those content areas through their participation in the 
following activities. 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Dance 

Volleyball 

Volleyball 

Australian Rules 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Australian Rules 

Badminton 

Dance 

Badminton 

 

 

How are Students Assessed 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Dance 

 
 
Volleyball 

Research Assignment  
(800-1000 words) 
Performance Assessment 

Exam Essay (500-700 words) 
Performance Assessment 

Volleyball 

 
Australian Rules 

Multi-modal Presentation 
(5-8 mins) 

Report & Analytical Exposition 
(1000-1500 words) 
Practical Assessment 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Australian Rules 

 
Badminton 

Analytical Exposition 
(800-1000 words) 

Performance Assessment 
Multi-modal Presentation 
(3-5 minutes) 

Dance 

 
Badminton 

Exam Essay (600-800 words) 
Practical Assessment 

Multimodal Presentations 
(600-800 words) 
Practical Assessment 

 

 

Where Can PE Take You 
This course provides a foundation for students who wish to pursue further study in human movement related 
fields such as sport development, management/marketing, sport and physical activity policy development, sport 
journalism, sport psychology and coaching, athlete conditioning and management, personal training or primary, 
middle school and senior school teaching.  Specific courses include; Exercise Science courses - Bachelor of 
Physiotherapy, Bachelor of Exercise Science, Bachelor of Applied Science – Exercise Science or Sports 
Management courses ie. Bachelor of Business (Sports Management) and Bachelor of Arts (Sports Studies).  
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Physics 
 

Prerequisites:  A High Level of Achievement in Year 10 Science other than General Science and Year 10 

Mathematics B.  Must also be enrolled in Senior Mathematics B.  If a student does not meet these prerequisite/s 
and still wishes to study the subject, they will need the permission of the Head of Department (Mr Warren 
Butler) before their subject enrolment can be accepted. 
 

Why Study Physics 
Physics is all around us.  It is in the electric light we turn on in the evening; the car in which we drive to school, 
the watch on our wrist, the mobile phone in our pocket and the large plasma TV in our lounge.  Physics explains 
what makes the stars shine every night and the sun shine every day.  It encompasses the study of the universe 
from the largest galaxies to the smallest subatomic particles.  Physics is crucial to our understanding of the 
world around us, the world inside us, and the world beyond us. 
 
Physics is the study of the nature and properties of matter and energy and how they interact with each other. It 
is an investigative and experimental science that involves formulating and testing hypotheses through analysing 
phenomena in order to understand how the universe works. Physics values methods of precise measurement, 
reproducible experimentation and powerful mathematical relationships. Physics frequently represents theories 
and phenomena mathematically. The knowledge and understandings of Physics is constantly expanding, 
contributing to new information, ideas and theories to explain observations and experiences.  
 

What is Studied 
In Physics, subject matter is derived from key concepts and key ideas. The key concepts are organised under 
the headings of Forces, Energy and Motion.  
 

Year 11 Year 12 

Building Bridge 
Introduction to the concepts of vectors, scalars, 
forces, acceleration, equilibrium and Newton’s 
Laws of Motion with the final goal of analysing, 
designing and constructing our own truss bridges. 

The Physics of Fun – from Sports to 
Rollercoasters 
The study of motion and energy with the final goal 
of designing and constructing a rollercoaster with 
some rather interesting specifications. 

The Physics of Star Trek 
Encompasses a wide range of physics concepts, from 
the theory of relativity to quantum mechanics and 
astrophysics and cosmology. 

Physics and the Entertainment Industry 
Students explore the physics of waves (water, sound 
and light). 

Electricity and Electronics 
Explore the concept of static electricity and current 
electricity.  A wide variety of circuits will be designed, 
built and analysed. 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment in Physics gives students opportunities to demonstrate Knowledge and Conceptual Understanding, 
Investigative Processes and Evaluating and Concluding.  
In Physics, assessment instruments include:  

• extended experimental investigations — within this mandatory category, instruments are developed to 
investigate a hypothesis or to answer a practical research question  

• supervised assessments — within this mandatory category, instruments such as written tests are used, and 
conducted under supervised conditions to ensure authentication of student work  

• extended response tasks — within this category, instruments are developed in response to a Physics 
question, circumstance or issue and while they are essentially non-experimental they may draw on primary 
experimental data.  

 
In Year 12, students will be expected to complete at least four and a maximum of six assessment instruments, 
of which one will be an extended experimental investigation and at least one supervised assessment. 
 

Where Can Physics Take You 
Studying Physics will provide students with a suite of skills and understandings that are valuable to a wide range 
of further study pathways and careers.  It will provide a foundation in physics knowledge, understanding and 
skills and is suitable as a precursor to tertiary study in science, engineering, medicine and technology.  
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Technology Studies 
 

Prerequisites:  Although not a prerequisite, having studied Graphics, Art or Design Technology in Years 9 

and 10 will be an advantage. 
 

Assumed Knowledge:  Students should have basic skills in two-dimensional and three-dimensional 

drawing, sketching, and literacy and numeracy. 
 

Why Study Technology Studies 
Technology Studies engages students in responding to real-world problems.  These problems are based on 
identified human needs or become opportunities for improvement or advancement.  These real-world problems 
are referred to as design problems.  In design problems, students consider the impact of sustainable design 
when developing innovative ideas and producing products.  Sustainable design considers ethical perspectives 
through the principles of social, economic and environmental sustainability. 
 
Technology Studies can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of industrial design, 
product design, civil engineering, mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, architecture and project 
management. 
 
Technology Studies requires students to address situations where a solution to a problem is desired.  In 
addressing the problem, students will use a design methodology and consider optional and available resources 
when appropriate. 
 
In general, the design process involves consideration of resources, response to choices, communication of 
ideas, determination of possible solutions, justification of decision making, and ultimately the realisation and 
evaluation of the solution. 
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11  

Unit 1:  Thinking like a designer Re-design a series of products 

Unit 2:  Mimicking designers Re-design a floor lamp 

Unit 3:  Designing for a need Designing a storage system 

Unit 4:  Ethical design The real sustainability of products 

  

Year 12  

Unit 5:  Using design to make our community better Public seating 

Unit 6: Designing for me Personal work space 

Unit 7: Bicycle hire schemes Community transport 

 

How are Students Assessed 
In Technology Studies, assessment instruments include: 

- Design folios: these involve undertaking and documenting a design process where you develop ideas 
and produce products in response to a design problem. You will document your process using visual 
and written communication, which should include freehand sketches, drawings, animations, videos, 
annotations, paragraphs, and extended writing. 

- Reports: these involve analysing the relationship between a product and society, and may include 
proposing solutions, expressing and justifying a point of view or explaining and evaluating an issue. 

 
In Year 12, you will be expected to complete two to three assessment responses, including at least one design 
folio and one other assessment. 
 

Where Can Technology Studies Take You 
A course of study in Technology Studies can establish a basis for further education an employment in the fields 
of industrial design, product design, engineering, architecture and project management.  
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Visual Art 
 

Prerequisites:  Students should have a proven aptitude for this subject with sound reading and writing skills.  

Students who have not studied Art in Years 9 & 10 must submit a small folio of their artwork to the teacher-in-
charge before selecting the subject.  Students with reading and writing problems may choose to study Visual Art 
as long as they have strong artistic talent.  Support and specific instruction is given to students on the various 
writing tasks prior to any assessment. 
 

Why Study Visual Art 
The Visual Arts predate written language and celebrate life.  Visual art forms provide effective methods of 
communication for information, ideas, feelings and experiences.  Everyone has the capacity to communicate 
using the visual language.  The study of Visual Art in Year 11 and 12 is a study of this language.  The art world 
is diverse and includes the world of Design as well. Every object we buy and use was just an idea at some point 
in time.  The creative process is a decision making process used by both Artists and Designers.  This process 
requires knowledge, skills, experimentation, the use of the imagination, confidence and persistence.  
 

What is Studied 
Using the inquiry processes of researching, developing, resolving and reflecting, students explore and express 
concepts and chosen focuses through a range of contexts and media areas. Each media area has its own 
knowledge, materials, techniques, technologies and processes. Students are encouraged to work across the 
media areas listed below. The practical tasks require that students develop design skills and solve problems in a 
creative manner.  The ability to approach problems in a flexible way is essential in an ever-changing world.  
Students develop confidence in manipulating a wide range of materials and technologies which may provide 
them with a life-long leisure pursuit or the basics for tertiary study. Students are given the opportunity to explore 
the following media areas: 
 

 2-D images  

• drawing  

• painting  

• printmaking  

· photographic 

3-D objects  

· sculpture  
· installation  
· fibre art  
· wearable art & body adornment  

Time-based media  

• electronic imaging 

 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Year 11 students are involved in a range of making and appraising tasks.  The practical tasks develop skills and 
knowledge in the use of collage, drawing, paint, ink and digital media.  Tasks include both two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional works. The written tasks explore art forms, art styles and media in historical and cultural 
contexts. 
 
Each semester, students are to produce two practical folios of work and one or two written tasks.  Students 
need to be prepared to write up to 1000 words for major written assignments. A visual diary is kept on a daily 
basis which includes rough ideas, working drawings, research, experiments, photocopies, newspaper clippings, 
images of personal interest and notes. The diary is assessed in conjunction with each practical task and must 
be maintained and submitted with each folio. 
 
All tasks are criteria based.  Year 11 work is formative with all of Year 12 work being summative 
 
The Year 12 program allows students to spend an extended amount of time on two major practical folios of 
work.  Students are able to select the media they wish to use for these two bodies of work. 
 
Achievement in Visual Art is judged by matching a student's achievement in the assessment tasks with the exit 
criteria of the subject. The exit criteria are Visual Literacy, Application and Appraising. 
 

Where Can Visual Art Take You 
Possible careers in the Art and Design world include the design fields of Graphic, Industrial, Product, Interior, 
Jewellery, Fashion and Landscape Design.  The study of Visual Art would be most beneficial to students 
considering careers in Architecture, Education, Advertising, Illustration, Publishing, The Performing Arts, Film 
and Television and the Visual Art world of galleries and museums. 
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English Extension 
 

Prerequisites:  Students should have completed at least four semesters of Senior English, have achieved a 

minimum of a High Level of Achievement for Year 11 English and demonstrated an ability to work independently 
and reading widely.  If a student does not meet any of these prerequisites, they will require a teacher’s 
recommendation for an interview with the Head of Department to assess suitability. 
 

Why Study English Extension 
English Extension offers Year 12 students an exciting and challenging two-semester extension of the English 
Senior Syllabus 2010.  The subject offers more challenge than Senior English, including expectations of 
accelerated independence, increased cognitive demands and complex assessment task requirements. 
 
English Extension builds on the literature study students undertake in Senior English, giving opportunity to 
specialise in the theorised study of literature for two semesters. 
 
Literature includes a broad range of forms, such as novels, poetry, short stories, plays, film and nonfiction 
works.  In this subject, students must have opportunities to read with, across, and against these literary forms.  
It embraces texts across a range of cultural contexts, as well as past and present works valued for their form 
and style. 
 
English Extension is designed for students in Year 12 who have a special interest in literature and literary 
analysis.  The nature of learning and assessment in English Extension demands that students are able to work 
independently on intellectually challenging tasks. 
 

What is Studied 
English Extension introduces students to a variety of theoretical approaches that assist with the analysis and 
evaluation of literary texts.  Students learn about and apply a number of theoretical approaches to the literary 
texts they study. 
 

A course in English Extension is organised around three sequential and developmental units of study. 
 

Term 1 

Unit 1 focuses on building students’ knowledge and understanding of different theoretical approaches and the 
application of these approaches to literary texts to produce individual readings.  Students also learn to produce 
a defence by which they analyse the reading they have produced and explain how the theoretical approach 
used has allowed them to make meaning of the text. 

Term 2 

Unit 2 builds on Unit 1 by exploring the relationship between writing practices and reading positions.  This 
involves investigating the invited readings of texts and constructing alternative meanings by intervening in those 
texts. 

Term 3 

Unit 3 enables students to evaluate their learning, offering them opportunities for in-depth exploration of texts.  
This unit gives students an opportunity to explore how theoretical approaches can complement one another or 
clash in producing close readings of literary texts. 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Assessment in English Extension is standards-based and is designed to help students to demonstrate 
achievement in the dimensions of the syllabus.  The dimensions used are Understanding ad Interpreting, 
Applying and Analysing and Evaluating and Synthesising. 
 
Assessment is both written and spoken or signed.  Students complete three major tasks.  Task 1 is a written 
defence, Task 2 consists of a written complex transformation and a spoken defence, while Task 3 is a written 
analytical exposition. 
 

Where Can English Extension Take You  
English Extension (Literature) is a valuable preparation for tertiary study, particularly in courses such as Arts, 
Law, Film and Television, and other courses where intensive study of texts is an integral part of the course 
requirements.  
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Music Extension 
 

Prerequisites:  Must be studied in conjunction with Senior Music. 
 

Why Study Music Extension 
Music Extension is designed to offer more challenge than Senior Music.  The challenge of the subject includes 
expectations of accelerated independence, increase cognitive, expressive and musical demands and 
assessment task requirements.  The course caters for students with specific abilities in music.   
 
Music Extension is an exciting and challenging course for students already enrolled in Senior Music and is 
studied over both Year 12 semesters.  Students will choose one of three specialisations - Composition, 
Musicology or Performance - as a context for expressing their music ideas and developing their personal music 
style.  As a composer, musicologist or performer they will be encouraged to develop technique and skills in their 
chosen specialisation and to communicate their music ideas to an audience through compositions, 
musicological presentations, or performances.  
 
As the focus is on self-directed, independent learning students will be able to plan their own course of study. 
They can select their own repertoire for performance, create their own music and/or select their own topics for 
research. Students may also be involved in individual instruction and practice, personal research, classroom 
learning experiences and ensemble rehearsal. 
 

What is Studied 
The course is studied for the two semesters of Year 12.  Extension students have two lessons before school 
each week. In addition to these lessons, Music Extension students are given study periods to practice 
individually, to compose or to further analytical research (depending on their area of specialisation). 
 
Course Structure Explained 

• Common class time – Students of all specialisations will meet together with the teacher for shared learning 
experiences.  This will be timetabled as a 75 minute lesson outside of regular school hours. 

• Tutorial/Consultation time – Students will approach the teacher as needed and the teacher will assist with 
planning, feedback and editing. 

• Instrumental/Vocal tuition – Students undertaking the performance specialisation will have regular tuition 
with a private teacher.  This may occur off campus and in the students’ own time.  Performance students 
undertaking conducting may work with a private teacher or may be tutored by the class teacher. 

• Class time for individual work – Students will work individually in their specialisations and may undertake 
individual practice, research or composition activities. 

 

How are Students Assessed 
• Over the two semesters, students will be required to present one Investigating task and two Realising tasks.  

• In the Investigating task students will research, explore, analyse and synthesise evidence from a range of 
music sources such as scores, audio and visual recordings, live performances, case studies, essays, 
lectures, journals or musicology surveys, and present their findings through, for example, an extended 
written response, a multimedia or oral presentation.  

• In the two Realising tasks, depending on their specialisation, students will show the development and 
refinement of their technique and skills and express their music ideas in “the work” (that is, their 
composition, performance or musicological presentation). 

 

Where Can Music Extension Take You  
Music Extension offers students the opportunity to specialise, and therefore the subject demands musical 
insight and/or technical mastery.  Musicology, Composition and Performance specialisations are all fundamental 
to the art of Music and are clearly defined both as an area of study and as a career path in the profession. 
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Football Excellence 
 

Prerequisites:  Students wishing to enrol in this course need to complete a skills trial and will be advised if 

they have been accepted. 
 

Why Study Football Excellence 
The Football Excellence program provides a unique opportunity for students to develop their knowledge of 
football in both theory and practical sessions.  The program focuses on the needs of aspiring footballers with the 
aim of developing professional football players of the future. 
 
These activities should encourage them to appreciate and value their involvement in football pursuits and to 
continue active participation in the years following school. 
 
As well as this, Football Excellence provides a unique opportunity for students to experience the challenge and 
fun of active participation in physical activity, while developing the skills necessary and beneficial for a healthy 
lifestyle.  Whether these skills are oriented towards work, fitness or recreation, these students will be involved in 
learning experiences that allow them to develop their interpersonal skills, enabling them to understand and use 
their capacities for learning and functioning in varied situations and to acquire specific knowledge and skills 
related to further training and employment.  These activities should encourage them to appreciate and value 
their involvement in recreational pursuits and to continue their active participation in personal and community 
activities in their adult life. 
 

What is Studied 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Fitness- Heart Rate Training 

Football and Society 

Healthy Lifestyle and Nutrition 

Coaching the Individual 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Resistance Training 

Coaching the Individual 

Exercise Physiology 

Injury Prevention and Treatment 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Exams, written assignments, skill acquisitions and tactics and oral assignments are just a sample of the 
techniques incorporated.  However, the subject is predominantly practical; therefore students can expect more 
practical assessment than written. 
 

Where Can Football Excellence Take You 
This course provides a foundation for students who wish to pursue further study in sporting/recreation related 
fields and who are keen to further develop their skills and knowledge in this area. 
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Certificate II in Business 
(BSB20112) 
 

Prerequisites:  Students should be able to work independently to complete tasks within a given timeframe. 

 

Why Study Certificate II in Business 
The Certificate II in Business aims to develop basic business skills for students who are looking at entering a 
business services position, or wanting a pathway to further business studies.  Students will develop keyboard 
skills, learn how to produce word processed documents and create spreadsheets and electronic presentations, 
use business technology and learn skills in communication and customer service.  This qualification would be 
suitable for students entering the business world to undertake one of the following job roles: Administration 
Assistant, Clerical Worker, Data Entry Operator, Information Desk Clerk, Office Junior and Receptionist. 
 

What is Studied 
The course encompasses a study of 12 units of work.  Students will undertake one core unit and eleven elective 
units. 
 

Core Unit 

BSBWHS201A  Contribute to health and safety of self and others 

Elective Units (Minimum of seven units to be selected from this list) 

BSBWHS201A Deliver a service to customers BSBITU203A Communicate electronically 

BSBIND201A Work effectively in a business 
environment 

BSBSMB201A Identify suitability for micro business 

BSBINM201A Process and maintain 
workplace information 

BSBSUS201A Participate in environmentally sustainable 
work practices 

BSBINM202A Handle mail BSBWOR202A Organise and complete daily work activities 

BSBINN201A Contribute to workplace 
innovation 

BSBWOR203B Work effectively with others 

BSBCMM201A Communicate in the workplace BSBWOR204A Use business technology 

BSBITU201A Produce simple work 
processed documents 

FNSACC301A Process financial transactions and extract 
interim reports 

BSBITU202A Create and use spreadsheets  

 

The remaining four elective units may be selected from the elective units listed above or any currently endorsed 
Training Package or accredited course at the same qualification level. 
 

How are Students Assessed 
 

Certificate assessment will include: 

Integrated projects Written responses Observations with checklists 

Folios of work/research Practical tasks Spoken/multimodal presentation 

 

Where Can Certificate II in Business Take You 
Successful completion of this course can lead to further study in Certificate III and/or Diploma in Business 
Administration.   
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Certificate I in Construction 
(CPC10111) 
 

Prerequisites: Students should be able to work independently to complete tasks within a given timeframe. 
 

Why Study Certificate I in Construction 
Certificate I in Construction is a course designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop skills and 
knowledge applicable to the Building and Construction industry.  Students will work individually and in small 
construction teams in a practical environment to learn through a ‘hands-on’ approach.  Students will develop 
sufficient skills and knowledge to safely and effectively complete a range of building and construction tasks in 
accordance with current industry specification. 
 

What is Studied 
The Building & Construction course is based upon Certificate I in Construction and is designed to give students 
both theoretical and practical applications of skills in the following competencies (as correct 10 June 2015). 
 

Core Units 

CPCCM1012A 
Work effectively and 
sustainably in the 
construction industry 

CPCCCM2001A 
Read and interpret plans and 
specifications 

CPCCM1013A Plan and organise work CPCCCM2005A Use construction tools and equipment 

CPCCM1014A 
Conduct workplace 
communications 

CPCCOHS1001A 
Work safely in the construction industry 

CPCCVE1011A 
Undertake a basic 
construction project 

CPCCOHS2001A 
Apply OHS requirements, policies and 
procedures in the construction industry 

Elective Units 

CPCCCM1015A 
Carry out measurements and 
calculations 

CPCCCM2006A 
Apply basic levelling procedures 

CPCCCM2004A 
Handle construction 
materials 

 Handle construction materials 

 
Competency Based Assessment – students will be deemed Competent or Not Yet Competent in each unit of 
competency.  The course is designed so that students who participate in all of the learning activities will 
demonstrate all of the competencies required to obtain the full certificate. 
 
Students will also need to participate in one week in Year 11 and one week in Year 12 of mandatory industry 
experience in a trade, related to the Building and Construction industry.  These may include carpenters, 
bricklayers, tilers, painters, plasterers etc.  Students will need to complete the industry experience in their own 
time outside of class and this will need to be negotiated with the teacher.  Completion of the industry experience 
forms part of the requirements of obtaining Certificate I in Construction.  Assistance in obtaining industry 
placement for students can be accomplished by contacting the Head of Vocational Education at the College. 
 

How are Students Assessed 
Students will be exposed to ‘Competency Based Training’ which infers that students need to display their 
competence at a task in order to pass the course of study. 
 
Building and Construction assessment will include teacher observations, teacher questioning (both verbal and 
written responses), student logbook (documenting work completed) and theory workbooks 
 
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
The course allows for the recognition of a student’s prior learning, thereby increasing the flexibility on entry to 
and progression through the course.  RPL means the determination on an individual basis of the competencies 
obtained by a person through previous formal training, informal training, work experience and/or life experience. 
 

Where Can Certificate I in Construction Take You 
This course of study is aimed primarily at students who may wish to pursue higher certificate in the Building and 
Construction Industry and those interested in obtaining traineeships or apprenticeships. 
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Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care 
(CHC30113) 
 

Why Study Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care 
The Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care aims to develop the theoretical and practical skills 
required for the provision of care and education of infants and young children 0-6 years in long day care, 
occasional child care, as a teacher aide in a school-based environment Prep to Year 3 or kindergartens. 
 

What is Studied 
  

Core Units 

CHCECE007 Develop positive and respectful 
relationships with children 

CHCPRT001 Identify and respond to children and 
young people at risk 

HLTWHS001 Participate in workplace health 
and safety 

CHCECE004 Promote and provide healthy food 
and drinks 

CHCECE009 Use an approved learning 
framework to guide practice 

CHCECE011 Provide experiences to support 
children’s play and learning 

CHCECE013 Use information about children to 
inform practice 

CHCECE005 Provide care for babies and toddlers 

HLTHIR404D Work effectively with Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander 
people 

HLTAID004 Provide an emergency first aid 
response in an education and care 
setting 

CHCECE010 Support the holistic development 
of children in early childhood 

CHCECE002 Ensure the health and safety of 
children 

CHCECE003 Provide care for children CHCECE001 Develop cultural confidence 

CHCCS400C Work within a relevant legal and 
ethical framework 

 

Elective Units 

CHCORG303C Participate effectively in the work 
environment 

CHCPRT003 Work collaboratively to maintain an 
environment safe for children and 
young people 

HLTHIR403C Work effectively with culturally 
diverse clients and co-workers 

 

 
For students to successfully complete the Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care they will be 
required to undertake industry work placement in the early childhood industry, for at least the set hours, prior to 
being awarded the qualification. Depending on the student’s ability and individual circumstances, work 
placement may need to be completed during the student’s school vacation periods.  Prior to their first industry 
placement students will have to apply for, and be successfully administered a Blue Card. This will be the 
responsibility of the student.  Students will also have to satisfactorily complete a First Aid Certificate. This 
qualification will be undertaken at the cost of the student. 
 

How are Students Assessed 
Competency based training will encompass a variety of assessment techniques catering for a broad range of 
learners. For practical assessment students will need to accumulate approximately 120 hours of face to face 
work experience in an early childhood setting over the two year course. 
 
Recognition of Prior Learning 
The course allows for the recognition of a participant’s prior learning, thereby increasing the flexibility on entry to 
and progression through the course. RPL means the determination on an individual basis of the competencies 
obtained by a person through previous formal training, informal training, work experiences and/or life 
experience. 
 

Where Can Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care Take You  
This course is aimed primarily at students who wish to pursue work and/or further study in the area of educating 
young children. 
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Certificate II in Engineering Pathways 
(MEM20413) 
 

Prerequisites: Having studied Design Technology in Years 9 and 10 will be an advantage. 

Assumed Knowledge: Students should possess basic literacy and numeracy skills. 

 

Why Study Certificate II in Engineering Pathways 
Certificate II in Engineering Pathways is a course designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop 
skills and knowledge applicable to the Metal Engineering industries.  Students will work individually and in small 
production teams in a practical environment to learn through a ‘hands-on’ approach.  Through the study of the 
course students will develop sufficient skills and knowledge to safely and effectively complete a range of 
engineering tasks in accordance with current industry specification. 
 

What is Studied 
The Engineering course is based upon Certificate II in Engineering Pathways and is designed to give students 
both theoretical and practical applications of skills in the following competencies (as correct 10 June 2015). 
 

Core Units 

MEM13014A 
Apply principles of occupational 
health and safety in the work 
environment 

MEMPE005A 
Develop a career plan for the 
engineering and manufacturing 
business 

MEMPE006A 
Undertake a basic engineering 
project 

MSAENV272B 
Participate in environmentally 
sustainable work practices 

Elective Units 

MEM16006A 
Organise and communicate 
information 

MEMPE001A 
Use engineering workshop 
machines 

MEMPE003A 
Use oxy-acetylene and soldering 
equipment 

MEM18002B 
Use power tools/hand held  
operations 

MEM16008A Interact with computing technology MEMPE002A Use electric welding machines 

MEM18001C Use hand tools MSAPMSUP106A Work in a team 

 
Competency Based Assessment – students will be deemed Competent or Not Yet Competent in each unit of 
competency.  The course is designed so that students who participate in all of the learning activities will 
demonstrate all of the competencies required to obtain the full certificate. 
 
Students will also need to participate in one week in Year 11 and one week in Year 12 of mandatory industry 
experience in a trade, related to the Engineering industry.  These may be fitters and turners, metal machinists, 
welders and fabricators etc.  Students will need to complete the industry experience in their own time outside of 
class and this will need to be negotiated with the teacher.  Completion of the industry experience forms part of 
the requirements of this course.  Assistance in obtaining industry placement for students can be accomplished 
through the Work Experience program by contacting the Head of Vocational Education at the College. 
 

How are Students Assessed 
Students will be exposed to ‘Competency Based Training’ which infers that students need to display their 
competence at a task in order to pass.  Assessment will include; teacher observations, teacher questioning 
(both verbal and written responses), student logbook (documenting work completed) and theory workbooks. 
 
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
The course allows for the recognition of a student’s prior learning, thereby increasing the flexibility on entry to 
and progression through the course.  RPL means the determination on an individual basis of the competencies 
obtained by a person through previous formal training, informal training, work experience and/or life experience. 
 

Where Can Certificate II in Engineering Pathways Take You 
This course of study is aimed primarily at students who may wish to pursue higher certificate in the Engineering 
Industry and those interested in obtaining traineeships or apprenticeships.  



P a g e  | 59 

 

Certificate III in Fitness 
(SIS30313) 
 

Provider Name:  Binnacle Training 
RTO Code:  31319 

 
 

Why Study Certificate III in Fitness 
Binnacle’s Certificate III in Fitness program is offered as a senior subject where students deliver a range of 
fitness programs and services to clients within their school community.  Graduates will be competent in a range 
of essential skills – such as undertaking client health assessments, planning and delivering fitness programs, 
and conducting both indoor and outdoor group fitness sessions. 
 
Students must have a passion for and/or interest in pursuing a career in the fitness and sport industries.  They 
must have good quality written and spoken communication skills and an enthusiasm/motivation to participate in 
physical activity sessions. 
 

What is Studied 
 

 
Year 11  Year 12 

Term 1 

Sport, fitness and recreation industry 
Health and safety in fitness 
Fitness equipment use and maintenance 
Anatomy and physiology 

Term 1 

Nutrition 
Specific populations 
Circuit training 

Term 2 

Customer service 
Risks in the workplace 
Anatomy and physiology 

Term 2 

Supervising gym programs 
Fitness advice 
Nutrition 
Anatomy and physiology 

Term 3 

Community fitness programs 
Anatomy and physiology 
Health assessments and fitness 
programs 

Term 3 

Specific populations 
Customized gym programs 
Risk assessment 
First Aid qualification and CPR certificate 

Term 4 
Client screening and health assessments 
Instructing clients 
Meeting client needs 

Term 4 

 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Program delivery will combine both class-based tasks and practical components in a real gym environment at 
the College.  This involves the delivery of a range of fitness programs to clients within the College community. 
 
A range of teaching/learning strategies will be used to deliver the competencies.  These include: 

· Practical tasks 

· Hands-on activities involving clients 

· Group work 

· Practical experience within the College fitness facility 

Evidence contributing towards competency will be collected throughout the course.  This process allows a 
student’s competency to be assessed in a holistic approach that integrates a range of competencies. 
 

Where Can Certificate III in Fitness Take You 
The Certificate III in Fitness will predominantly be used by students seeking to enter the fitness industry and/or 
as an alternative entry into University, eg.exercise physiologist, teacher – physical education or sports scientist.  
Students may also choose to continue their study by completing the Certificate IV in Fitness. 
 
Students completing their Certificate III may be able to upgrade their QTAC selection rank. 
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Certificate II in Hospitality 
(SIT20213) 
 

Prerequisites:  Whilst a Sound Level of Achievement in English and Mathematics would be an advantage, 

there are no prerequisites into this course of study. 
 

Why Study Certificate II in Hospitality 
The Certificate II in Hospitality is designed to provide an understanding of the hospitality industry.  Students 
have the opportunity to understand issues associated with hospitality workplace culture and practices, and 
develop the skills, processes and attitudes crucial for making valid decisions.  This course will enable students 
to investigate hospitality as a possible future career and to develop an awareness of ethical and responsible 
attitudes in the work environment.   
 

What is Studied 
To achieve a Certificate II in Hospitality all twelve units must be completed successfully. 
 

Core Units 

BSBWOR203B Work effectively with others SITXCOM201 Show social and cultural sensitivity 

SITHIND201 
Source and use information on 
the hospitality industry 

SITXCCS202 
Interact with customers 

SITHIND202 Use hospitality skills effectively SITXWHS101 Participate in safe work practices 

Elective Units 

SITHFAB201 
Provide responsible service of 
alcohol 

SITHFAB203 
Prepare and serve non-alcoholic 
beverages 

SITXFSA101 
Use hygienic practices for food 
safety 

SITHFAB204 
Prepare and serve espresso coffee 

SITHCCC102 Prepare simple dishes SITHFAB206 Serve food and beverage 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Students will be exposed to ‘Competency Based Training’ which infers that students need to display their 
competence at a task in order to pass the course of study. 
 
Throughout the two years, students are required to attend at least three out of normal school hour’s events, as 
well as a number of lunch-time hospitality based activities.  Failure to attend these events and activities may 
seriously affect an individual student’s ability to gain the competencies necessary to be awarded the Certificate 
II in Hospitality.  As an integral component of Hospitality qualifications, students are required to completed the 
Responsible Service of Alcohol during their study.  The RSA is a legal requirement for all staff handling alcohol 
in the hospitality industry and therefore a valuable credential for our students.  This course needs to be 
delivered by external providers and will incur an additional fee. 
 
Dress Requirements 
Industry dress standards apply throughout the course.  Students are required to have a full waiter’s uniform.  
The teacher of the subject will advise students on the actual dress code. 
 
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
The course allows for the recognition of a student’s prior learning, thereby increasing the flexibility on entry to 
and progression through the course.  RPL means the determination on an individual basis of the competencies 
obtained by a person through previous formal training, informal training, work experience and/or life experience. 
 

Where Can Certificate II in Hospitality Take You 
Many careers await students who choose to work in the hospitality industry. This industry comprises businesses 
that provide food and beverage, accommodation and entertainment services for their guests or clients. 
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Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology 
(ICA20111) 
 

Prerequisites:  Having studied ICT or Art in Years 9 and 10 will be an advantage. 

Assumed Knowledge:  Students should have basic skills in manipulating computer software, and have an 

interest in the study of computers and the IT industry. 

 
Why Study Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology 
Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology provides foundation computing and digital media 
skills. Students will learn how to use computer operating systems and hardware, develop skills in the use of 
various software applications and gain an understanding of how to work effectively in an IT environment. 
 
Digital media is on the rise and growing at a very rapid pace.  As modern technology changes our 
communication tools are becoming more digitised, exciting and interactive.  This subject provides students with 
skills and knowledge to use digital technology in any industry. 
 

What is Studied 

Core Units 

ICAICT201A Use computer operating systems 
and hardware 

ICAICT202A Work and communicate 
effectively in an IT environment 

ICAWEB201A Use social media tools for 
collaboration and engagement 

ICAICT203A Operate application software 
packages 

BSBSUS201A Participate in environmentally 
sustainable work practices 

ICAICT204A Operate a digital media 
technology package 

BSBOHS201A Participate in OHS processes  

Elective Units 

CUFSOU204A Perform basic sound editing ICPMM321C Capture a digital image 

CUFDIG303A Produce and prepare photo images ICAICT205A Design basic organisational 
documents using computing 
packages 

CUFPOS201A Perform basic vision and sound 
editing 

ICAICT206A Install software applications 

ICAICT207A Integrate commercial computing 
packages 

 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Competency Based Assessment – students will be deemed Competent or Not Yet Competent in each unit of 
competency.  The course is designed so that students who participate in all of the learning activities will 
demonstrate all of the competencies required to obtain the full certificate. 
 
Students will also need to participate in one week in Year 11 and one week in Year 12 of mandatory Industry 
Experience in a position related to the Information Technology industry. These may include network 
administrators, information technology consultants, web designers etc. Students will need to complete the 
Industry Experience in their own time outside of class, and this will need to be negotiated with the teacher. 
Completion of the Industry Experience forms part of the requirements of obtaining Certificate II in Information, 
Digital Media and Technology.  Assistance in obtaining Industry placement for students can be accomplished 
through the Work Experience program by contacting the Head of Vocational Education at the College. 
 

Where Can Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology Take You 
This course is aimed primarily at students who may wish to pursue higher certificates in the Information 
Technology industry, and those interested in obtaining traineeships or apprenticeships in this industry.  
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Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology 
(MSA20208) 
 

Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites for this subject, although having studied Design Technology in 

Years 9 and 10 will be an advantage. 

Assumed Knowledge:  Students should possess basic literacy and numeracy skills. 

 

Why Study Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology 
This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge applicable to 
the Furnishing/Cabinetmaking and Manufacturing industries.  Students will work individually and in small 
production teams in a practical environment to learn through a ‘hands-on’ approach.  Students will develop 
sufficient skills and knowledge to safely and effectively complete a range of furniture making, cabinet making 
and manufacturing tasks in accordance with current industry specification. 
 

What is Studied 
The course is based is designed to give students both theoretical and practical applications of skills in the 
following competencies (as correct 10 June 2015). 
 

Core Units 

MSAENV272B Participate in environmentally 
sustainable work practices 

MSS402001A Apply competitive systems 
and practices 

MSAPMOHS200A Work safely MSS402051A Apply quality standards 

MSS402080A Undertake root cause analysis  

Elective Units 

MSS402031A Interpret product costs in terms of 
customer requirements 

CPCCOHS1001A Work safely in the 
construction industry 

MSAPCII295A Operate manufacturing 
equipment 

MSAPCII296A Make a small furniture item 
from timer 

LMFFM2001B Use hand and power tools  

 
Competency Based Assessment – students will be deemed Competent or Not Yet Competent in each unit of 
competency.  The course is designed so that students who participate in all of the learning activities will 
demonstrate all of the competencies required to obtain the full certificate. 
 
Students will also need to participate in one week in Year 11 and one week in Year 12 of mandatory industry 
experience in a trade, related to the Furnishing/Cabinetmaking and Manufacturing industries.  These may 
include cabinetmakers, shopfitters, manufacturers etc.  Students will need to complete the industry experience 
in their own time outside of class and this will need to be negotiated with the teacher.  Completion of the 
industry experience forms part of the requirements of obtaining Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology.  
Assistance in obtaining industry placement for students can be accomplished through the Work Experience 
program by contacting the Head of Vocational Education at the College. 
 

How are Students Assessed 
Students will be exposed to ‘Competency Based Training’ which infers that students need to display their 
competence at a task in order to pass the course of study. 
 
Manufacturing Technology assessment will include; teacher observations, teacher questioning (both verbal and 
written responses), student logbook (documenting work completed) and theory workbooks. 
 
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
The course allows for the recognition of a student’s prior learning, thereby increasing the flexib ility on entry to 
and progression through the course.  RPL means the determination on an individual basis of the competencies 
obtained by a person through previous formal training, informal training, work experience and/or life experience. 
 

Where Can Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology Take You 
This course of study is aimed primarily at students who may wish to pursue higher certificate in the 
Furnishing/Cabinetmaking Industry and those interested in obtaining traineeships or apprenticeships. 
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Certificate III in Rural Operations 
 (AHC32810) 
(As at July 2015, pending final approval from the Queensland Curriculum & 
   Assessment Authority (QCAA)) 
 

Why Study Certificate III in Rural Operations 
The Certificate III in Rural Operations comprises a group of practical subjects through which students develop a 
range of skills related to primary and associated industries.  Students also develop skills in the fields of 
workplace safety, effective communication and self-management.  Sensitivity to the environment and 
developing a work ethic are encouraged.  The course helps prepare students for the workplace by focusing on 
individual effort and teamwork, including the planning and carrying out of routine tasks with assistance. 
 

What is Studied 
Knowledge and skills are taught on a module by modules basis.  The competencies that will be included in this 
Certificate are a combination of those below. 
 

Core Units 

AHCOHS301A Contribute to OHS procedures ACHWRK313A Implement and monitor 
environmentally sustainable work 
practices 

Elective Units 

AHCCHM303A Prepare and apply chemicals AHCCHM304A Transport, handle and store 
chemicals 

AHCLSK305A Maintain water supplies AHCINF202A Install, maintain and repair fencing 

AHCLSK308A Identify and draft livestock AHCCLSK311A Implement feed plans for livestock 

AHCAIS303A Artificially inseminate livestock AHCLSK408A Pregnancy test animals 

AHCMOM212A Operate quad bikes AHCARB205A Operate and maintain chainsaws 

AHCMOM202A Operate tractors AHCLSK309A Implement animal health control 
programs 

ACHLSK316A Prepare livestock for 
competition 

AHCHBR302S Carry out basic hoof care procedures 

 

The course is delivered in eight themed units, running over two years and is structured as set out below. 
 

Year 11 Semester 1 Year 12 Semester 1 

Handle Livestock 

Care for Livestock 

OHS and chemicals 

Hoof care procedures 

Year 11 Semester 2 Year 12 Semester 2 

Operate farm equipment 

Maintenance (fencing and structures) 

Preparing livestock for competition 

Livestock husbandry practices and reproductive technologies 

 

How are Students Assessed 
Students will be assessed using a variety of assessment methods suited to collecting evidence of students’ 
competency based on demonstrations of their knowledge and skills applied to the particular units of work. 
Assessment techniques include a range of observations of practical activities, written assessment items 
(workbooks, exams, etc.), oral assessment (oral presentations, teacher questioning, etc.).  
 
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
The course allows for the recognition of a participant’s prior learning, thereby increasing the flexibility on entry to 
and progression through the course.  RPL means the determination on an individual basis of the competencies 
obtained by a person through previous formal training, informal training, work experience and/or life experience. 
 

Where Can Certificate III in Rural Operations Take You 
This qualification is suitable for students looking to seek work within various rural enterprises and allows for 
opportunities to provide knowledge and skills to be applied against further study in related subject areas. 


