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Activities Week Outline 
August 15-19 2016

THE ACTIVITIES WEEK PROGRAM provides a means whereby students with a range of differing backgrounds and 
experiences may broaden their experience and extend their competencies to meet their own individual needs and interests in a 
particular field for an extended period of time. 

The program includes activities from each of the following areas: Outdoor Education including camps, Academic Enrichment 
and Remediation, Art and Craft, as well as Community Service.

The Activities Week program aims to:

• provide opportunity to extend and apply school curriculum work in a more realistic, interesting and free environment

• improve physical and mental health, through development of interest in outdoor recreation as a non-competitive and individually 
fulfilling activity

• provide opportunities for students to develop skills of co-operative living, leadership, social responsibility and tolerance in group living

• provide opportunities for students to develop a sense of personal involvement and fulfilment and to be part of a caring community, as 
well as to interact with and be of service to the wide community

• provide opportunity to establish relationships between the “new” students as well as staff and the “old” students and staff and for 
changed/improved student-student and student-teacher relationships

• encourage students to develop a fuller understanding and appreciation of the natural environment; to help them to become 
comfortable in “living with nature” to develop positive attitudes and approaches for preserving and conserving natural environments

• provide opportunities for students to develop an understanding of their own capabilities and limitations of others, through a variety of 
experiences in the “outdoors”

• provide opportunities for students to develop the attitudes and skills associated with self-reliance, especially in an outdoor situation; to 
develop self confidence and self-esteem through activities conducted in both urban and natural environments

• provide opportunity for students to express and extend their individual talents and have these recognised in a supportive way; in 
particular to provide a different situation for those who have less success (socially, academically and physically) in school and elsewhere

• provide mental and emotional satisfaction and practical benefit from exploring and developing an understanding of natural and urban 
environments.

The Activities are listed in four groups:

• Overnight Camps and Adventures

• Off-campus Activities

• School-based Activities

• Prebooked Camps and Activities

(all of which involve extra costs - check cost at bottom of outlines)
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The Ballot     

The ballot process will be done online via Web Preferences.

Students will receive an email in their inbox (noreply@webpreferences.com.au) to complete the balloting process.

They will need to PRINT out the final choices and have a parent/guardian SIGN the sheet and return to their tutor teacher by Friday 27 
May.

Any questions, please ask Mr Andrew Peach, or see Computer Techs with email issues. Printed ballots with cross-outs will not be 
accepted. The printed ballot must be the same as the online ballot.

Students should consider their six choices carefully. Every attempt will be made to give students at least one of their choices. 

Use the time between now and the ballot to discuss your possible choices with parents, friends, teachers involved and students who may 
have participated in that activity in previous years. Preference in all activities will go to those who have not previously completed that 
activity.

Make sure you select each choice carefully, not just your first choice but your second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth choices as well. Students 
are unable to prebook most activities offered to ensure that everyone has an equal chance of obtaining one of their preferences. However, 
some activities which require students with some previous experience may be prebooked with the teacher in charge.

PLEASE CHECK CAMP DATES as some camps run outside the normal school week – ie many have a Sunday departure.
All camps incur costs. Signing the ballot confirms your commitment to these costs.

Prebooked Camps and Activities
Students who know they have prebooked to be on:

1. Aviation
2. Miwatj Visit
3. School Production
4. Snow Sports Race Team

must return their form with PREBOOKED written next to the appropriate program. Do not do this unless you have confirmed your 
prebooking with the teacher in charge of the prebooked activity.

In most cases, comprehensive details about Camps and Adventures will be issued later to those students who gain entry.

Compulsory Pre-camp Activities
Several camps require students to participate in a pre-camp Activity in order to adequately prepare for the upcoming camp. 

If a student is allocated one of these camps, they must do the pre-camp Activity and for some there is an additional charge for that Activity. 
Please be aware that while this is not a direct camp cost, signing the ballot indicates your commitment to the student participating in the 
Activity and your paying the fee for the Activity.

Camps with a Compulsory Activity:

• Aviation
• Cross Country Skiing
• Miwatj Visit
• Mt Buller Snowsports
• Mt Hotham Snowsports
• School Production
• Yarrawonga Golf

Year 11 students do not participate in Activities at this time of year and therefore do not participate in these compulsory Activities.  
They are expected to meet with the camp coordinators to ensure they are adequately prepared for the camp.

Remember
Return the printed ballot paper (signed by your parent/guardian and yourself ) to your tutor teacher by Friday 27 May. 
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Beginners’ Surf Camp
20 students Years 7–11

If you are able to put up with wet jokes, not to put a dampener on your camp, then a week of frolicking in the surf is for you. This 
adventure of a lifetime is especially for juniors wanting to improve their surf skills and confidence in the water.

Anglesea Surf Lifesaving Club will be our base from where we will surf, ocean kayak and river kayak under the keen tuition of a surf 
school and qualified instructors. We will also take in some of the beautiful sights of the Anglesea Surf Coast area with a session of 
mountain biking.

All surf equipment, including wetsuits, is provided but if you have your own, feel free to bring it (3 x 4mm wetsuits and bonnets are most 
recommended).

What a great opportunity to fine-tune yourself for an adventurous summer holiday of hitting the surf! We look forward to your company.

Cost: $600 approximately

Teacher in charge: Tom Ryan

Overnight Camps & Adventures

Cross Country Skiing at Hotham
12 students Years 7–11

This camp is for anyone wanting to learn about cross country skiing and to enjoy the peace of touring the beautiful High Country region 
on skis.

We will be travelling by coach to Dinner Plain on Sunday 14 August and staying at Crystal Brook Lodge. This is a very comfortable, self-
contained lodge in the snow with a lovely open fire.

Over the week you will learn to cross country ski and then tour the pristine plains and mountain tops around Mt Hotham and Dinner 
Plain. Depending on snow conditions, we may spend a day learning cross country downhill techniques on the Dinner Plain ski run.

Breakfasts and lunches are provided, and dinners will be self-catered, with dinner out on the last evening.

Students selected for this camp will be placed in the pre-camp Activity for Unit 4.

Cost: $790 approximately (includes transport, breakfast, lunch, a restaurant dinner, ski hire, ski lessons and accommodation)

Teacher in charge: Nick Harrison
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a) Mt Buller Introductory Downhill Skiing & Boarding
24 students Years 7–11

This six-day downhill skiing/boarding camp will run at Mt Buller from Sunday 14 August until Friday 19 August. This camp is designed 
especially for those students who have little or no experience and lessons will be organised on this basis – only first timers (novice) and 
beginner lessons will be arranged. We will have a 1 hour 30 min lesson each morning, and then ski/board in our groups in the afternoon 
to practise our skills. We will organise hire of ski/board gear, plus lift and lessons.

The cost of this camp includes mountain accommodation, five-day lift hire and lesson ticket, breakfasts and lunches and one dinner out 
(you provide 4 evening meals within your group), resort entry, transportation to the mountain, oversnow transportation to and from the 
accommodation and staffing. In the accommodation, you will have group duties to perform each day.

The alpine environment is subject to inclement, cold and often unpredictable weather. Consequently it is essential that you have 
appropriate clothing for this experience. A comprehensive clothing and equipment list will be distributed once the group is established. On 
the ballot you will need to indicate whether you will ski or board, plus your experience.

Cost: $950 approximately

Teacher in charge: Jenny Donaldson

Downhill Skiing & Boarding at Mt Buller & Mt Hotham
Two downhill snow camps are on offer for beginners and intermediates – one at Mt Buller and one at Mt Hotham. (The Snow Sports Race 
Team is a separate camp for advanced skiers and boarders only.)

On the ballot, you are given the choice of both Mt Buller AND Mt Hotham. In the past, students have only been given one choice that 
included both camps. However, in 2016, Mt Buller is specifically designed for novice and beginner levels, while Mt Hotham is structured 
for those who have had a minimum of one week at the snow and/or have previously done the Mt Buller trip. If you have completed the 
Woodleigh Mt Buller snow trip before, you may ballot to do Mt Hotham, but not Mt Buller again. Preference for each camp will be 
given to those who have not attended one before. 

If you ballot for either of these camps, you must complete the Survey Monkey (link attached to ballot) to indicate if you prefer to board 
or ski, and your level of experience. You will not be placed in these camps if you have not completed the survey.

• Novice: I have never been on skis/board (if you have skied before but are now planning to board, and have never boarded before, your 
experience is Novice)

• Beginner: I am comfortable on green runs (I can ski linked turns or board “falling leaf” on most green runs)

• Intermediate: I am comfortable on blue runs (I can ski parallel turns or board linked turns, hockey stop and side slip on blue runs)

• Advanced Intermediate: I can ski parallel turns or board carved turns on blue runs all the time.

Students selected for either Mt Buller or Mt Hotham will be placed in the pre-ski Activity for Unit 4 Activities.

Please note: helmets are required for both skiers and boarders on both camps, and boarders are also required to wear wrist guards.

Overnight Camps & Adventures
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b) Mt Hotham Downhill Skiing & Snowboarding for 
Beginners & Intermediates
24 students Years 7–11
This six-day downhill skiing/boarding camp will run from Sunday 14 August until Friday 19 August. This camp is designed especially for 
students who have some experience on skis or snowboards – lessons will be organised on this basis. We will have a 90 minute lesson each 
morning, and then ski/board in groups in the afternoon to practise our skills.

The cost of this camp includes mountain accommodation at Aardvark Lodge, a five-day lift and lesson ticket, hire of ski/board gear (the 
cost of hire equipment includes helmets for all students and wrist guards for boarders, which are compulsory), breakfasts and lunches (you 
provide evening meals within your group), resort entry, transportation if required and staffing. In the lodge, you will have group duties 
each day.

The alpine environment is subject to inclement, cold and often unpredictable weather. Consequently, it is essential that you have 
appropriate clothing for this experience. A comprehensive clothing and equipment list will be distributed once the group is established. 

On the ballot you are required to indicate whether you intend to board or ski and your level of experience, to help with placement in 
appropriate lessons.

Cost: $1150 approximately

Teacher in charge: Mark Adams

Overnight Camps & Adventures

Fishing Camp
16 students Years 7–11

This camp will be based at picturesque Lake Tyers, just past Lakes Entrance. We will be exploring the Gippsland Lakes region and fishing 
one or most of the Mitchell, Snowy and Tambo Rivers and Lake Tyers. These locations offer excellent fishing for Bream, Estuary Perch, 
Dusky Flathead, Mullet, Tailor, Australian Salmon and Trevally. 

Students will learn about the estaurine systems, how it relates to fish breeding habits and the ecology of the lakes area. We intend to meet 
with some local indigenous people to talk about their use of the land and some of its history. Transport, accommodation, most meals, bait 
and lots of fishing are included. 

Size limits will be strictly enforced and, except for a small number of keepers for each student, catch and release will be encouraged to reflect 
sustainability practices. This particularly applies to large bream and flathead. Any of these species caught over 40cm will be returned to fight 
again. Naturally we will attempt to capture our catch on camera. No fishing license is required for anyone under 18 years of age.

Accommodation is in cabins at the Lake Tyers Caravan Park on the foreshore, overlooking the ocean. We will be self-catering with 
students preparing and cooking meals (including cleaning and filleting our catch). No knowledge of fishing is assumed as we will show 
you how, but all participants will need to supply their own fishing equipment. 

Cost: $380 approximately

Teachers in charge: Mark Chapple with Geoff Rogers and Jeanette Kaindel
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Horse Riding in the High Country
15 students Years 7–11
Welcome to the ride of a lifetime! Join Ms Holt, Ms De Jong and the McCormack family on a five-day horse riding trek through The Man 
from Snowy River country.

The ride starts from Merrijig (near Mansfield). On the first day we ride to Bruce and Debra McCormack’s 360 acre property in the 
beautiful Buttercup Valley, where we set up a base camp for the rest of the week. The week is spent riding through stunning bushland, 
taking in breathtaking views of Mt Buller, Mt Stirling and the Delatite Valley, returning to Buttercup Valley to camp each night. If the 
weather permits, we may even ride up to the snow line! The evening meals (prepared by the McCormacks) are absolutely delicious. Prepare 
yourself for a challenging and exhilarating experience.

It is advisable to have some riding experience (e.g. to have completed the Red Hill Riders Camp) as the terrain can be challenging at times. 
Students will need to bring a “Driza Bone” type long oilskin coat (some are available to borrow), appropriate boots to ride in and proper 
thermal underwear.

Cost: $700 approximately (includes staffing, transportation, evening meals, 4WD support vehicle, horse hire, equipment and instruction)

Teacher in charge: Cathy Holt

Helping Hands: Melbourne Community Service Camp
12 students Year 11 only

Are you interested in helping people? Have you been meaning to volunteer and never found the time? If you answered yes to these 
questions then this is the camp for you!

During the day you will volunteer in soup kitchens and homeless shelters. This may be a confronting experience; however, it will give you 
great insight into a side of Melbourne you don’t often see. You will then take time for yourself in the afternoon through taking part in a 
Yoga Program.

In the evenings we will eat dinner together at cheap restaurants and go to films or plays, and of a night we’ll stay in Fitzroy at an amazing 
hostel that used to be a Nunnery.

This is a camp where you will make a difference and learn something about yourself along the way.

Cost: $500 approximately (includes staffing, accommodation, breakfast, some lunches, afternoon tea, evening activities and yoga. Dinner 
and transport are additional; you will need to budget for $20–$25 per day)

Teacher in charge: Karen Somkiat

Overnight Camps & Adventures
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Overnight Camps & Adventures

Mt Arapiles Rock Climbing
18 students Years 7–11
Mt Arapiles, near Horsham, is one of the world’s rock climbing meccas due to the quality hard quartzite sandstone rock. With a large 
number of climbs easily accessed by a short walk from the campsite, Arapiles caters for all climbing abilities perfectly.

Students will form small groups for tenting and cooking, preparing and providing their own menu and food supplies as they do for most 
Homestead camps. The campsite, at the base of the cliffs, has toilets, but no shower facilities.

This week will include an introduction to equipment, knot and harness tying, principles of climbing, methods of belaying and safety 
procedures. Beginners and those with some experience are welcome. 

On Monday we will arrive at Mt Arapiles. “The Climbing Company” will teach rock climbing skills and supervise our climbs on Monday 
afternoon and for full days on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

On Friday we will pack up and return to Woodleigh. If the weather is unfavourable on any day we will be bushwalking in the area.

Cost: $500 approximately (includes transportation, staffing, professional instruction, all climbing and safety equipment, camping fees)

Teacher in charge: Clay Tyrrell

Surf Development Camp
15 students Years 7–11
This camp provides an opportunity for students to access professional, intensive surf coaching and to learn more about the fragile nature 
of the coastal environment.

We will stay in a rented house on Phillip Island and live communally, sharing meals and facilities. There will be the opportunity to surf 
daily on the breaks this beautiful coastline has to offer. Surf sessions will be filmed for later review by coaches to improve the students’ 
capacity to execute advanced maneuvers. 

We will also participate in some community service which will give us the opportunity to learn about and help restore areas of coastline.

Students are expected to provide their own surfboards and wetsuits (4x3mm). The water and weather will be cold, so particular attention 
must be given to having the correct clothing and equipment. 

Breakfast and lunch will be provided. Students will provide their own dinner and money for dinner out on the last evening.

This camp is not for beginner surfers but for those looking to extend their ability, access professional coaching and learn about competitive 
surfing.

Cost: $550 approximately

Teacher in charge: Andrew Peach
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Volcanic Plains Conservation Camp
18 students Years 7–11

Do you like to work with animals? Would you like to gain skills and experience working in the environment?

Or are you interested in the Aboriginal, European and natural history of the Western District of Victoria?

Then this is the camp for you!

We will visit the Mt Rothwell Biodiversity Interpretation Centre in the You Yangs, helping Annette Rypalski, the Manager, with 
some conservation work and then trapping and collecting animals to transport to the new Tiverton Biodiversity Interpretation Centre 
between Hamilton and Mortlake. At Tiverton, we’ll help the Manager, Tim Hill, with conservation work, including planting, weeding, 
constructing fences and enclosures, cleaning enclosures, feeding animals, trapping and identifying animals in the wild.

We’ll end up in historic Dunkeld at the Mt Sturgeon property of the Dunkeld Pastoral Company. Here we will climb Mt Sturgeon for 
magnificent views across the Volcanic Plain to the Great Southern Ocean, help Hayley and Ben Glover with conservation work and finish 
our week with dinner at the ‘three hat’ Royal Mail Hotel.

Cost: $350 approximately

Teacher in Charge: Gary Simpson

Overnight Camps & Adventures

The Wonders of Gariwerd
18 students Years 7–11

This camp gives you the unique opportunity to explore the beautiful Grampians National Park. The Grampians are renowned for their 
magnificent views, dramatic scenery and relatively warm weather. 

You will be given the opportunity to participate in a number of adventure and exploration activities. These will include rock climbing, 
abseiling, walking, environmental activities and a visit to the Brambuk Centre. At the Brambuk Centre you will learn about the 
indigenous culture of the region. The main emphasis on the camp will be one of discovery and experience.

It will be a five-day camp, leaving Woodleigh on Monday morning and returning Friday afternoon at about 3:30pm. You will need to 
provide food for some meals and appropriate clothing for outdoor adventure. You will be staying at the internationally awarded Hall’s Gap 
YHA for the entire trip. The YHA has a full self-catering kitchen, dining room, lounge room with an open fire, and comfy bunk rooms.

Cost: $395 approximately

Teacher in charge: Veronique Lapierre
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Overnight Camps & Adventures

Workshop for Writers – Daylesford
15 students Years 7–11

Calling all writers, poets, illustrators, graphic novelists and lyricists!

This camp offers keen writers and readers the opportunity to hone their writing skills in workshops with well-known authors of young 
adult books, Ellie Marney and Michael Pryor. 

We will leave for our accommodation at the beautiful Gumtrees Cottages in Daylesford on Monday morning, visiting Hanging Rock for 
inspiration on the way, and return to school on Thursday afternoon. Friday will be spent at school editing and publishing our writing from 
the week.

Cost: $650 approximately. 

Teachers in charge: Heather Boundy and David Baxter

Yarrawonga Golf
20 students Years 7–11

Students will stay in cabin-style accommodation just outside Yarrawonga at the Glenn McNally Golf School and Resort. Staying at the 
Golf School gives us access to the private driving range, chipping green and bunker area, as well as a recreation room. The main activity 
will involve playing golf at the magnificent Black Bull Golf Course situated around the picturesque Lake Mulwala.

Students will be involved in a number of sessions with the Golf Pro at Black Bull and are required to bring their own golf clubs. Buggies 
will be provided.

The accommodation includes 3- and 4-berth cabins with ensuite facilities.

Breakfast of cereals, milk, bread and spreads will be provided; however, students can bring their own supplies if they have particular 
requirements. Rolls and sandwich fillings will be supplied for lunches on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. All evening meals are 
included in the price of the Camp. A small amount of money will be required to buy your lunch on the way home on Friday.

Any student in Years 7 to 11 is invited to attend. Some experience in the game of golf as well as knowledge of the etiquette of the game 
would be an advantage. There is a compulsory preparation Activity running in Unit 4 for all Year 7–10 students who are on this camp.

Cost: $600 approximately (includes accommodation, transport and petrol, most food, green fees, buggy hire and other activities). 

Teachers in charge: Cam Macindoe, Elspeth Cooper and Ian Mills
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Off-campus Activities

Amazing Race
24 students Years 9–11
Based on the concept of the popular TV show of the same name, you will be challenged to find your way around Melbourne, and perhaps 
even the Victorian countryside, following clues and completing tasks. 

Working in cross-age teams of four, you will rely on public transport to negotiate your way to designated places, racing others to arrive at 
the destination first. There will be some unsupervised travel, although staff will set you off each day from the departure point and will be 
there at various checkpoints to greet you on your arrival. 

You will be given challenges for the day at the departure point and at various checkpoints and will not know the destinations in advance. 
The challenges are new every day and new clues are given out as you arrive at each checkpoint. 

This camp will suit you if you are resourceful and independent and love adventure and a good challenge. You will need to have money to 
purchase lunch each day and each participant must have their own loaded Myki card for the week.

Cost: $330 approximately

Teachers in charge: Bryn Bowen and Adam Young

Bayplay Marine Adventures
24 students Years 7–11

Discover the beauty and many wonders of Port Phillip Bay - the diverse marine life, the local flora and fauna, and the history of this 
unique area – with a lot of fun along the way. Explore the many diverse marine ecosystems that exist in our very own backyard. Learn the 
basics of snorkelling under guided tuition, and discover the history of defending our bay at South Channel Fort, as well as getting friendly 
with a few local seals. Discover scuba diving (no experience required) and dive with our state emblem – the weedy sea dragon – as well 
as be mesmerised by other amazing marine creatures. Explore the coast on a sea kayak and be guided via picturesque hilltop mansions, 
paddle past timeless sailing boats, and learn about the local history and topography of the area. You may even share an encounter with a 
dolphin. Ride through the Point Nepean National Park and discover its important role in shaping the early settlement, quarantine and 
defence of Victoria.

This camp is a daily program and runs approximately during normal school hours, with the exception of an overnight stay at Bayplay 
Lodge, Portsea, on the Thursday night of camp week. For students to participate in the ‘Discover Scuba Diving’ component of the camp, 
a Liability and Medical Form will be required to be completed. While a ‘Yes’ in the Medical Form does not necessarily preclude students 
from participating in the ‘Discover Scuba Diving’ component, a diving medical examination (at an additional cost of approximately $100) 
may be required, particularly if there is a history of asthma. The medical examination, if required, will need to be organised and completed 
by the student prior to the commencement of the camp. In the event that the medical declaration is not satisfied, (as determined by 
Bayplay Adventure Lodge and Tours), students will undertake an additional snorkel. 

Cost: $650 approximately (all inclusive except food)

Teacher in charge:  Paul Davis
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Fun, Food and Fitness
18 students Years 7–9

Join us for a week of fabulous fun, food and fitness. Open your mind to new and creative ways to improve your fitness, from trampolining 
to tree surfing. Taste test your way along Lygon Street, cook your own snacks, visit a gingerbread factory and much, much more.

We will also stay overnight in Blairgowrie and explore marine life while sea kayaking and bushwalking, and then our camp will conclude 
with a relaxing session in the mineral springs at Peninsula Hot Springs.

Try your hand at:
• indoor rock climbing  •  bush walking 
• cooking  •  a walking Foodies Tour through Melbourne
• sea kayaking  

This is a daily camp with one overnight stay included. No experience is necessary for any of the activities. 

Cost: $400 approximately

Teacher in charge: Narelle Barnes 

Off-campus Activities

MTB Trails
15 students Years 7–11

Want to be a better MTB rider?

This camp WILL make you a better rider – whether you are relatively new to the sport or if you think you are a single-track master, this 
camp will take you to the next level.

Under the watchful eye of an instructor, as well as two keen Woodleigh staff members and past Woodleigh students, we will meet at 
school early each day and depart for some parks in and around Melbourne which have MTB specific single track trails for beginners to 
experts. Areas which may be utilised include Lysterfield Park, the Red Hill area and the You Yangs Park.

Some general riding experience is required. 

It is highly recommended students use MTBs with front suspension and have them professionally serviced before the camp (school hire 
bikes are available at a cost of $100 for the week).

Students will need to provide their own lunch and a drink each day.

Cost: $350 approximately

Teacher in charge: Alphonse Landman
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Off-campus Activities

Pre-Driver Education
12 students Years 10–11

This course has been designed for people aged 15 and over intending to become licensed drivers and involves theory and practical “in-car” 
tuition. No Learner’s Permit is required. All vehicles and facilities are provided by the Metropolitan Traffic Education Centre in Kilsyth.

The Pre-Driver Training Course will cover:
• Correct attitude to the driver’s task  •  Basic knowledge of the mechanics of the vehicle
• Road law  •  Vehicle safety checks
• Night driving techniques  •  Wheel changing
• Road condition recognition  •  Road safety awareness
• Driving techniques.

Students can sit their Learner’s Permit Test towards the end of the week if they are 16 years old.

The participants will leave school at 9:00am each day and arrive back at approximately 3:30pm. Lunch can be brought or purchased at the 
venue.

Cost: $550 approximately (includes transport)

Teacher in charge:  Ailsa Stuart

Peninsula Energy Challenge
20 Students Years 7–11

Climb, skate, surf and ride all in your own backyard.

Peninsula Energy Challenge Camp will require lots of energy, the ability to challenge yourself both mentally and physically, and positive 
motivation to ‘have a go’ and try out some new adventures whilst working individually and in a team.

Peninsula Energy Challenge is a school-based camp, exploring some of the energetic outdoor and indoor pursuits on the Mornington 
Peninsula. Each day will have a different focus and you will set yourself realistic goals to achieve over the week. We will travel to different 
locations and explore a variety of energy busting activities, including Tree Surfing, Horse Riding, Mountain Biking, Indoor Climbing, 
Rollerblading, Skateboarding/Scootering, Surfing, Clay Target Shooting and a relaxing bathe at the Peninsula Hot Springs to warm up 
and soothe those tired muscles. 

Come and join the Peninsula Energy Challenge Camp, develop your courage and resilience and see how far your energy goes!

Cost: $395 

Teachers in charge: Debs Kesterson and Samantha Lewis
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Red Hill Riders
12 students Years 7–11

This school-based activity caters for students with little or no horse riding experience though to the more competent riders who would like 
to show leadership.

After a brief horse-related activity in the library each morning, we will depart from Woodleigh at 10am and head for Surry’s Riding 
School, Arthurs Seat, returning by 3.30pm. 

We very quickly learn about “Surry Time” and start to relax and enjoy the horsey atmosphere. You will develop your grooming, saddling 
and riding skills, as well as forming a relationship with your horse.

Each day you will be able to discover the beautiful environment of Green’s Bush National Park on horseback. We ride deep into the bush 
where we may see kangaroos and other native wildlife.

In the event of foul weather, the group will go to the Peninsula Hot Springs in Rye or a Karingal cinema instead of riding, as horses 
become spooked in wild weather and it is dangerous for all concerned to be out riding in such conditions. Students and parents would be 
notified the night before by phone.

Students who have done this activity previously are NOT eligible.

Cost: $300 approximately

Teachers in charge: Su Lampe, Vanessa Swanborough and Rebecca Robinson

Off-campus Activities

Urban Adventure
24 students Years 7–11
Urban Adventure is a school-based day camp centered in Melbourne’s CBD and inner suburbs.

Students on this camp will undertake a wide range of activities throughout the week in day or half day blocks. The activities are designed 
to offer students an array of new experiences that are not often associated with inner city Melbourne. Each day aims to combine both 
physical challenges as well as exploring significant landmarks and sites throughout Melbourne.

The week will include activities such as mountain bike riding around the city, ice skating, indoor rock climbing, visits to the Queen 
Victoria Market, Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre, Etihad Stadium, Eureka Skydeck and other exciting adventures.

Students do not need any experience in these activities, just a willingness to have a go and enjoy themselves.

Cost: $350 approximately

Teacher in charge: Ben Davenport
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School-based Activities

Screen Printing
15 students Years 7–11

Are you interested in Visual Art and Design? Want to create your own designs for T-shirts, bags, cushions and fabrics? This week-long 
workshop, based at the Senior Campus, will take you through the steps of creating multi-colour prints and patterns.

During the course, you will learn how to design suitable imagery for printing and using drawings as well as design software such as 
Photoshop and Illustrator, make hand-drawn stencils and create registered placement prints. You will print your designs onto fabrics while 
learning about different production methods, stencil cutting and how different types of ink can dramatically change a design.

Throughout the week you will work with professional screenprinter Paula McLoughlin, who will demonstrate her tricks of the trade and 
introduce many interesting printing techniques, including the advanced process of photo screen printing.

This intensive workshop is ideal for students who are interested in further studies in Art and Design or who enjoy the challenge of creating 
their own designs.

Cost: $360 approximately (includes all materials)

Teacher in charge: Kristen Guthrie

Photography
17 students Years 7–11

Lights, camera…and strike a pose! This school-based workshop will build your skills in photography and digital design.

During the week you will work with photographer and former Woodleigh student Emily Loughnan, who will share her technical and 
artistic skills. Emily will reveal the secrets of taking great images and making them even greater using the magic of Photoshop retouching.

The workshop covers the processes involved in studio-based digital photography, including lighting and exposure, photo manipulation 
and presentation design. During the week you will take a range of different images, using professional-style photographic techniques, and 
then build skills in refining and retouching the images using Adobe Photoshop.

Emily will share her folio images with the group and explain the techniques behind her beautiful photographs. At the conclusion of the 
workshop, images will be displayed in the Dame Elisabeth Murdoch Gallery.

Camp cost includes all equipment. You may choose to use your own camera but there will also be cameras available to use at school 
during the week.

Cost: $350 approximately (includes all materials and lunch on the final day)

Teacher in charge: Michelle Pitcher
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School-based Activities

Textiles
15 students Years 7–11

This school-based Textiles Arts Workshop will give you the opportunity to immerse yourself in a week of creating and designing. The Art 
of Textiles has amazing possibilities. Learn how to manipulate fabrics through fabric dyeing, printing, stitching and felting to construct 
and design purses, cushions and much more.  

No sewing experience is needed – just bring your enthusiasm to explore a week of creativity and the world of Textiles. 

At the conclusion of the week, your work will be displayed in the Dame Elisabeth Murdoch Gallery.

Cost: $350 approximately (includes all materials and lunch on the final day)

Teacher in charge: Rachel Bryant
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Prebooked Camps & Activities

Miwatj Visit
10 students Years 8–11

The Miwatj trip will involve a small group of students from Years 8–11 travelling up to visit communities in the Laynhapuy region of 
Miwatj (North-East Arnhem Land). 

We will be staying in the Homelands communities of Dhalinybuy and Garrthalala, living with Yolngu people and learning about their 
lifestyle and culture.

Students selected for this camp will be placed in the pre-camp Activity for Unit 4.

Cost: $2,000 approximately

Teachers in charge: Peter Aldenhoven, Carey Saunders and Michael Stephens

Aviation 
15 students Years 8–11
This year the Aviation Camp takes us once again to Tocumwal where we will be based for the whole week. 

The airport will enable us to fly in more varied conditions due to huge runways (made for jets) and cross strips. Students will undertake a 
customised intensive training course dependant on where they are with their flying. We will be using the facilities available at the airport to 
undertake theory and flight planning sessions as well as down time. It is expected that many students will undertake their first solo flights, 
final flight tests for Pilot Certificates, Cross Country Endorsements and PPLs from this airport.

This camp has proven to be a very effective way to accelerate students’ training and reduces the number of hours required for a student 
to become qualified. Parents and students will have full control of their own flying hours and there is an opportunity to discuss this with 
Aviation staff shortly after the ballot.

There is a fixed cost for the camp including accommodation, bus costs and all meals. 

The cost of flying is additional and you will receive a letter with an estimate of these costs prior to the end of Term 2.

Please note that this camp will depart Tyabb on Monday immediately following the safety briefing at 8am. Wheels up no later than 
9:30am (weather permitting). Parents are welcome to watch the fleet depart. Students will start to arrive back at Tyabb on Friday at 
4:00pm (weather permitting) and parents can collect students once aircraft are hangared.

Students selected for this camp will be placed in the pre-camp Activity for Unit 4.

Camp costs: $580 approximately (includes accommodation, food and transport)

Flight training: Dependant on flying hours (please refer to letter to Parents)

Teachers in charge: Michael Scott and Dianne Fabiyanic
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School Production
35 students Years 7–12

Students will spend the week at school preparing and rehearsing for the Woodleigh School Production – ‘Little Shop Of Horrors’. 

In this time we will undertake technical rehearsals and integrate costume, lighting and sound into the performance. 

Normal school hours apply. 

Teachers in charge: Nick Donaldson and Sue Fletcher

Prebooked Camps & Activities

Snow Sports Race Team
24 students Years 7–11
This camp is specifically tailored for students who have already registered to be members of the Woodleigh Snow Sports Team.

The camp will consist of an intensive week of race training aimed at students who wish to improve their skill and techniques. Also, it 
will be excellent preparation for students who are going to participate in the Victorian Inter-School Snow Sports Championships in the 
following week.

Team members will receive daily race coaching and specific drills designed to improve their techniques and to increase their strength and 
speed. Professional race coaches and staff will conduct clinics and oversee training. 

Cost also includes accommodation, transport, lift tickets, most meals and night activities.

The Training Camp will be held at Falls Creek.

Dates:  Camp Week – Sunday 14 to Friday 19 August
 Race Week – Wednesday 24 to Sunday 28 August.

Cost:  Camp & *Competition – $1,800 approximately  (*excludes costs of transport, accommodation and supervision at the competition 
which is to be provided by parents)

 Camp only – $1,600 approximately

Teacher in charge: Bill Higgins
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Policy Relating to Students  
Withdrawing from Activities Week
1. Participation by students in Activities Weeks is a compulsory part of the school curriculum 

and all students are expected to participate and bookings and arrangements are made on this 
expectation.

2. Students who do not participate for whatever reason will be charged the non-refundable cost of 
the activity/camp. This will involve the fixed costs such as transport and accommodation, and 
in most cases this will be the full cost of the camp/activity. Where items and materials can be 
cancelled, this will be done to reduce the cost to those who cannot attend. It would be unfair to 
transfer the costs associated with a student who withdraws for whatever reason to other students 
on that camp who do attend.

3. In exceptional circumstances students may apply in writing to the Principal for an exemption 
from Activities Week but only where this takes place before the camp ballot or organisation. In 
these cases a proportion of camps/activities costs will be charged to offset camp fixed costs. Per-
mission is usually only granted where it involves a comparable activity and effort by the student, 
such a national-level sporting event, for example.

The Ballot
Once completed, the Ballot must be printed and signed by you and your parent/guardian. It needs to 
be returned to your Tutor Teacher by Friday 27 May 2016.

Ensure you have consulted with your parents before you complete the ballot. Printed ballots with 
cross-outs will not be accepted. The printed ballot must be the same as the online ballot.

Andrew Peach


