
SHOW NOTES
'The Sudden Storm: The AANS sisters of Singapore + Radji Beach'

Audio Podcast | Classroom Resource

'The Sudden Storm: The Australian Army Nursing Service sisters of Singapore and 
Radji Beach' is a podcast production for the Virtual War Memorial Australia 

Schools Program.
CONTENT ADVICE: This program contains concepts related to war, and some depictions 

of war and its aftermath. It also contains references to sexual violence in war in 
Part 01 (Timestamps 18:28 – 18:40; 21:37 – 22:21) and Part 02 (Timestamps 13:00 – 25:05).

Production of this podcast has been made possible through a grant from the South 
Australian Department for Education.

Acknowledgement of Country

This podcast has been made on the traditional lands of the Kaurna people, Wurundjeri Woi-
wurrung people and the Seven Tribes of the First Peoples of the River Murray and Mallee Region 

of South Australia. We pay our respect to elders past, present and emerging.
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CREDITS
Speakers:

Professor Christina Twomey Helen Fischer Andy Priestner Ian Shaw 

Eve Balfour-Ogilvy Matt Sloan Liz Allwood Jill Davidson

John Furler Liz Holzner John Davidson Ray Hartigan

Ben Files Fletcher Hayes Anja Tassios Stephen Files

Ray Hartigan Sue Schubert Chester Warren Marg Gitsham & 

Renmark RSL members Deb Axon Peter Magarey Carolyn Wood 

Les Webb Jack Fran LTCOL Karl Haas Ret. (Banka Day MC)

Vocal Actors:

Annie Hastwell Sienna Bigg Heath Bigg Sharyn Roberts 

Colin Patterson Carolyn Patterson

Grateful thanks to each speaker, for their deep insights and wise words - and for their support of 
this program. And to our vocal actors for their generous contributions. 

Producer/Interviewer/Researcher:

Megan Spencer

Writers:

 Annie Hastwell and Megan Spencer

Additional writing and research: 

David Rafferty

Sound recording, mix and technical production:

Megan Spencer

Additional research: 

Annie Hastwell

Additional sound recording:

Jonathan Heath (Amplify This 200 Productions): 'Banka Day 80th Anniversary Ceremony' including 
Catafalque Party (CO Major Matthew Stevens and Serving Nursing Officers of the 3 rd Health 

Battalion,  Australian Army). Used with kind permission.

Sound mastering: 

Kris Keogh

https://amplifythis200productions.com.au/
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Music:

Shakuhachi

Performed by Dr. Yuki Tanaka and recorded by Rod Waterman: Honshirabe (Prayer), Tamuke 
(Requiem) and Takiochi (Cascade). 

Used with kind permission.

Selected tracks from The Diggers' Requiem: arranged, curated and conducted by Christopher 
Latham (musical artist in residence, Australian War Memorial) with soloists, orchestra and choir.  

The Silent Field by Elena Kats-Chernin, performed by soloists & orchestra.

Pie Jesu: MT ST QUENTIN / PERONNE by Graeme Koehne, performed by soloists & orchestra.

Requiem Aeternum by GF Handel (arranged by Latham) with Dead March from Saul for accordion 
(played by David Novak); choir, soloists & orchestra.

Kyrie/ Lord Have Mercy by FS Kelly (arranged by Latham) with The Somme Lament, bagpipes 
(played by Jordan Aiken). Perfomed by bagpipes, soloists & orchestra.  

Used with kind permission.

Largo from the 'New World Symphony' by Antonín Dvořák. Sung by the Peninsula Women's 
Chorus and arranged by Margaret Dryburgh/Norah Chambers, director Patricia Hennings (1998), 

from CD ‘Songs of the Spirit’ (1998).

Used with kind permission.

 1.3 from EP ‘Processed Modular Works’ & In Autumn from EP ‘In Autumn’ 
by Kris Keogh & Endurance.

 
Comedy (piano) by Les FM (Pixabay).

Archival Audio:

‘Sons of the Anzacs’ film (1939-1943).

Accession Number: F00188 

Copyright Australian War Memorial (Creative Commons).

Courtesy of the Australian War Memorial. Used with kind permission

Additional audio:

‘The Streets of Loxton Audio Tour'

by Carolyn Wood (“Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy Avenue” excerpt), Loxton Street Sign Memorial

Used with kind permission.

http://loxtonstreetmemorials.com/
https://kriskeogh.bandcamp.com/music
https://pwchorus.org/recording/songs-of-the-spirit/
https://pwchorus.org/
https://pwchorus.org/
https://soundcloud.com/forourfallen/the-diggers-requiem
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~rodneywaterman/
http://yjtanaka.blogspot.com/2021/09/re-examination-of-massacre-on-banka.html%20
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SPECIAL THANKS
Sharyn Roberts, David Rafferty, Peter Williams and the Virtual War Memorial Australia team, and 

to the VWMA Schools Program Reference Group. 

Helen Fischer and the SA Women’s Memorial Playing Fields Trust Committee; Jonathan Heath

The Fairweather family and Marcia Dening

The family members of Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy

Renmark RSL and Executive Committee, 

Chris Latham and The Flowers of Peace

Kathryn Sanwick, the Peninsula Women's Chorus and Board of Directors

Dr. Yuki Tanaka and Rod Waterman; Liz Allwood and the Australian Nurses Memorial Centre

Peter Magarey, Carolyn Wood and the Loxton Street Sign Memorial Committee

Greta Wass, Australian War Memorial

Annie Hastwell for creative support.

 

MORE THANKS

To the many people and organisations who supported this program along the way, including:

Chester Warren; Renmark High School; Renmark Paringa Public Library; Paringa Silo Art project; 
Mayor Peter Hunter; Annette Crozier and Heather Everingham

Julie Kimberley and Anita Ward (ABC Riverland)

Marie Hobbs

Amanda Lonergan

Marnie Moran and Genevieve Ryan;  Loretta Busby, Claire Nesbitt-Hawes & Ensemble Theatre

Wendy Martin and Dr. Gillian Dooley, History Council of South Australia; 

National Archives of Australia

Kris Keogh

Alice Orchard

RESOURCES
The Virtual War Memorial Australia is Australia’s largest online war memorial with over 1.5 million 

records. Visit and contribute today at about its resources for teaching and learning.

Click on these links to view the VWMA profiles of AANS nurses 
Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy and Lorna Fairweather.

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/595998
https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/nurses/ww2
https://vwma.org.au/
https://www.awm.gov.au/
http://loxtonstreetmemorials.com/
https://australiannursesmemorialcentre.org.au/
https://pwchorus.org/
https://www.flowersofpeace.com.au/
http://www.renmarkrsl.com/about-us
https://www.womensmemorial.org.au/
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Watch: 

‘Song of Survival’ documentary 

‘Vivian Bullwinkel: An Australian Heroine’ documentary 

‘Vivian Bullwinkel and the Banka Island Massacre: 80 Years On’, annual regional History Council of 
South Australia lecture by Dr. Melanie Oppenheimer. 

‘Belalau and Beyond’ video presentation for the Australian Nurses Memorial Centre by 
Judy Balcombe 

‘Magnificent, untiring service'; 2021 International Women’s Day AANS Lecture 
by Dr. Madonna Grehan for the Shrine of Remembrance.

Read:

‘The Shoe-horn Sonata’: 1995 play by John Misto 

‘On Radji Beach’ by Ian Shaw 

‘Remembering Tenko: A Celebration of the Classic TV Drama Series’ by Andy Priestner 

‘Hidden Horrors: Japanese War Crimes In World War II‘ by Dr. Yuki Tanaka 

Singing To Survive: more about the POW Women's Vocal Orchestra.

Explore:

Muntok Memorial Peace Museum website 

Support:

Lifeline: 13 11 14  

Beyond Blue: 1300 224 636 

Kids Helpline a free, confidential counselling service for young people aged between 5 and 25: 
1800 551 800

1800 RESPECT: 1800 737 732

Open Arms Veterans & Families Counselling: 1800 011 046 

Disclaimer:

The opinions expressed in this podcast are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Virtual War Memorial Australia. 

Dedication:

This podcast is dedicated to the 65 nurses of the Vyner Brooke and their families - those nurses  
who made it home, and those who didn’t, killed on Radji Beach or perishing as prisoners-of-war.  
Also to Mrs Carrie Betteridge, the elderly civilian woman who died alongside the 21 nurses on the 
Radji Beach. It is also dedicated to all nurses and women of service. 

file:///Users/MeganSpencer/Desktop/tel/1800011046
https://muntokpeacemuseum.org/
https://singingtosurvive.com/the-vocal-orchestra-1943-44/
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Horrors-Japanese-Crimes-Voices/dp/1538102692
https://www.amazon.com.au/Remembering-Tenko-Celebration-Classic-Drama-ebook/dp/B009UEBR2W
https://www.panmacmillan.com.au/9780330404259/
https://apt.org.au/product/the-shoe-horn-sonata-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PzrqGm7G4_E
file:///Users/MeganSpencer/Desktop/Schools%20podcast/03_Elaine%20&%20Lorna%20AANS/22_Show%20Notes/Belalau%20and%20Beyond
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6_v1VThnSw
https://tv.apple.com/au/show/vivian-bullwinkel-an-australian-heroine/umc.cmc.1dnyszdg573yjizcygaqdemmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1n3EVnMoy-g
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CLASSROOM
The duration of each part is:

Part 01 = 28:40

Part 02 = 37:51

Part 03 = 29:18

Part 04 = 28:17

Part 05 = 33:56

Part 06 = 34:29

With accompanying transcripts.

Download the accompanying Teacher's Notes from the VWMA website:

vwma.org.au/explore/schools

TRT of episode: 3 hours + 12 minutes

Front cover photo grid: by Megan Spencer (c) 2022

Back cover photos: AANS official portraits (copyright expired-Public Domain)

https://vwma.org.au/explore/schools

