
 

 

The Sudden Storm Part 2: Timestamps and Summary (37:51) 
 

00:00 - 0:40 Podcaster Megan Spencer outlines concepts covered in the episode. Warning: references to sexual violence. 

0:40 – 2:22 Spencer explains what happened to the nurses who survived the sinking of the Vyner Brook, that were not 

murdered on Radji Beach - remaining 3.5 years of the war spent as POWs. 

2:31 – 5:02 Professor Christina Twomey and Spencer discuss the historical significance of what happened to the women 

and how it ‘potentially challenges our ideas about what war is – and who can be part of it’. Twomey highlights 

that the massacre of medical personnel is a breach of the Geneva Convention. 

5:05 – 7:45 Once liberated how the surviving women were presented to the Australian public and the media was quite 

different to the images of the male POW’s. The women were carefully ‘covered up for the camera’. 

7:48 – 10:00 Spencer and Twomey discuss how women in war is problematic and the language of war is gendered. The 

idea that women should be protected from the horrors of war.  

10:02 – 11:05 Spencer explains how the rescue of the women was ‘the moment of truth’ for the families of the 21 nurses 

who were massacred on Radji Beach.  

11:07 – 12:58 Twomey and Spencer discuss how the massacre was reported to the Australian public and how it would be so 

different today. A silence surrounded the story of the women who died, and instead all the attention was on 

Bullwinkel. There was a ‘respectful reluctance’ to delve into what Bullwinkel stated or to look for any 

alternative accounts. 

12:59 – 25:03 Content warning: Twomey and Spencer discuss the likelihood of the women being raped in the camps and 

whether the women on Radji Beach were raped before being slaughtered. Twomey believes that the women 

agreed not to discuss this to protect their own reputations and to ‘honour and protect the memory of the 

people who had died’.  

16:24 – 18:57 Content warning: The Japanese regiment on Radji Beach was the same one which committed atrocities 

against nurses in Hong Kong hospitals and several historians have examined whether the nurses on Radji 

Beach were raped. There is a suggestion of a cover-up but there is no evidence that can absolutely confirm 

that this violation happened. 

19:01 – 21:27 Content warning: Spencer and Twomey discuss that what happened to the nurses is difficult to think about 

and raises several questions. 

21:32 – 22:46 Content warning: Spencer asks Twomey - Is it important that we know whether or not sexual violence was 

part of this story? Twomey stressed that yes it is and outlines why this is important. 

22:47- 23:50 Content warning: Spencer and Twomey ponder how it was the right of the surviving women not to talk about 

any sexual violence. The knowledge of them being raped, would have made it even more difficult for the 

families of the nurses to cope. 

23:59 – 25:03 Content warning: Spencer outlines the latest historical thinking from Professor Melanie Oppenheimer and Dr 

Yuki Tanaka about the need to examine the use of sexual violence in war. 

25:31 – 26:24 Liz Allwood the Manager at the Australian Nurses Memorial Centre (ANMC), St Kilda Rd Melbourne 

introduces herself and describes what the memorial that she and Spencer are sitting in front of looks like. 

26:25 – 30:15 Allwood and Spencer discuss the surviving nurses’ fundraising campaign that led to the opening of the ‘War 

Nurses Memorial Centre’ in 1950. Allwood explains that the centre offers scholarships, and many nurses who 

engage with the centre are not aware of what happened to the nurses in WW2. 

30:16 – 32:46 The ANMC run events and fundraisers around ANZAC Day every year, Allwood explains why it is important for 

the contributions of nurses in all wars to be remembered. 

32:53 – 33:57 Andy Priestner is introduced. He wrote the book ‘Remembering Tenko’ inspired by the TV series ‘Tenko’. He 

explains that the story is significant, and it is important to know about what happened to the women. 

36:06 – end Spencer and Twomey finish the episode discussing what we can learn from what happened to the women. 


