
 

 

The Sudden Storm Part 3: Timestamps and Summary (29:18) 

 

0:13 – 1:10  80th Anniversary of Radji Beach Massacre commemoration service held in Adelaide in 2021 

with the voices of Lieutenant Colonel Karl Hass (Retd) and Helen Fischer the President of the 

SA Women’s Memorial Playing Fields Trust leading the service. 

1:13 – 2:02 Podcaster Megan Spencer meets the family members of Sister Lorna Fairweather who was 

killed on Radji Beach. Jill Davidson and Elizabeth Holzner, both Lorna’s nieces and John 

Furler, Lorna’s nephew. 

2:03 – 6:13 Spencer provides a biography of Lorna’s education, training, and service, prior to her 

murder. Details of Lorna’s father’s futile inquiry to the military regarding the whereabouts 

of her grave are included. 

6:15 – 11:49 Spencer interviews Lorna’s descendants about their reactions and emotions to the 

commemoration ceremony and the impact that Lorna’s death had on their family. Lorna’s 

murder was never really spoken about, instead a silence prevailed. Their grandparents were 

traumatised and could barely function, so Lorna’s siblings all knew they could never talk 

about it. However, the subsequent generations learned from this, and Jill, Elizabeth and 

John are more open about talking of death and dying, particularly what happened to Lorna. 

11:50 - 14:38 Spencer describes the ‘archive’ the family provided her with. A collection of newspaper 

clippings, Lorna’s nursing certificates, army papers and photographs. Photos with captions 

that show her excitement. Plus, a condolence letter from King George IV. 

14:43 – 14:52 Matthew Sloan introduces himself. His grandfather was first cousins with Sister Elaine 

Balfour-Ogilvy who was killed on Radji Beach. 

14:54 – 19:20 Spencer provides a biography of Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy’s education and training, and service, 

prior to her murder. 

19:22 – 20:22 Sloan describes his feelings after the service, prompted by Spencer. Sloan explains why the 

story of Elaine and the other nurses is significant and why they should be remembered. 

20:25 – 20:59 Elaine comes from a tradition of military service. Spencer outlines the family members who 

served, as featured on the Virtual War Memorial Australia and states that the family is well-

known in Renmark, and she is well remembered by the community 

21:00 – 25:47 Eve Balfour-Ogilvy, Elaine’s niece describes what she was like as a young woman. Spencer 

asks her to explain the effect of Elaine’s death on her family. Like Lorna Fairweather’s 

family, she explains that no-one really talked about it, a silence prevailed. There was a deep 

‘thread of silence’, and shock in the family and community. 

26:02 -27:27 Discussion about why this ‘women’s story’ is significant and a huge loss of talent and skill. 

27:29 – 29:12 Return to the commemorative service with Helen Fischer solemnly reading out the names of 

the nurses killed on Radji Beach ending with the name of the sole survivor Vivian 

Bullwinkel. 

 


