
 

 

The Sudden Storm Part 4: Timestamps and Summary (29:18) 

 

00:00 – 1:54 Podcaster Megan Spencer describes Renmark, South Australia on her way to the Renmark RSL. 

1:55- 2:24 Renmark had one of the highest rates of enlistment in Australia for both World Wars, per capita 

and the Riverland region is known for post-war Soldier Settlement. 

2:25 – 3:36 Welcome by Renmark RSL Committee members Chester Warren, Ray Hartigan and Margaret 

Gitsham and Sue Schubert. 

3:37 – 5:48 The ANZAC Day 2017 RSL Committee had a unique way to honour Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy’s service 

with a ‘placemat memorial’ and remembrance cards and local schools were involved with students 

researching about Elaine’s service. 

5:53 – 7:02 Spencer describes the Renmark RSL honour board which includes many Balfour-Ogilvy’s. Discussion 

regarding the importance of remembrance in Renmark for those who served, and how high the 

enlistment numbers were from Renmark for the World Wars and Vietnam, compared to other parts 

of Australia. 

7:08 – 7:50 The nature of the engagement of young people with remembrance in the region. 

7:51 – 8:17 Renmark RSL initiative, ANZAC Youth Leadership Trust Awards. Local students are awarded $500 for 

demonstrating ‘leadership and skills that reflect the positive qualities of defence service’. 

8:19 – 8:39 Hartigan states the four pillars of the RSL are Commemoration, Education, Advocacy and 

Friendship-mateship. Essential qualities and education is crucial for students to learn about 

remembrance. 

8:40 – 9:52 Discussion about the role of the RSL in the community. As Spencer leaves she reflects about the 

energy of the RSL committee and their enthusiasm for the young people in the region and their 

commitment to remembrance. 

10:10 – 19:58 Spencer speaks with Renmark High School Senior History teacher Ben Files and his Year 8 students; 

Anja, Fletcher and Stephen about how the school remembers Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy with their 

library named in her honour and what they know about her service. The students discuss their 

feelings about what happened to Elaine and how they find her story inspirational. 

20:13 – 22:04 Spencer asks the students what they would say to Elaine if she was alive with them today and she is 

brought to tears by the students’ responses. 

22:05 – 22:46 Teacher Ben Files explains how the school community is deeply connected to Elaine’s story and 

what they can learn from it. 

22:47 – 26:45 Files explains the challenge for some students to identify with the ANZAC spirit, however, it is 

important to educate students about ANZAC values and how they can demonstrate them daily. He 

outlines his own personal connection, and that of the community, to Elaine’s story, and what can be 

learned from it. 

25:50 – end Spencer explains that the Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy story has a legacy, not only for Renmark but for the 

whole area. You cannot go to the region and not find out about Elaine’s story. The podcast ends with 

Spencer speaking with Peter Magarey, Loxton Street Sign Memorial Committee Member and local 

historian; and Les Webb, Chairman of the Paringa Art Silo Committee about local remembrance. 


