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Part	  01	  (duration	  15:42)	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER	   (narration):	   Welcome	   to	   this	   podcast	   presented	   by	   the	   Virtual	  War	  
Memorial	   Australia,	   Australia’s	   largest	   online	   national	   memorial,	   honouring	   all	  those	  
who’ve	   served	   the	   nation	   in	   times	   of	   war	   and	   armed	   conflict,	   peacekeeping	   and	  
peacemaking,	  and	  their	  families	  and	  communities.	  	  
	  
The	  Virtual	  War	  Memorial	  Australia	  acknowledges	  Aboriginal	  and	  Torres	  Strait	  Islander	  
peoples	   as	   the	   traditional	   custodians	   of	   the	   lands	   on	   which	   we	   commemorate	   and	  
honour	  Australian	  Service	  People,	  and	  we	  pay	  our	   respects	   to	  elders	  past,	  present	  and	  
emerging.	  We	  extend	   that	   respect	   to	   the	   traditional	   custodians	  of	   the	   land	  where	  you	  
may	  be	  listening	  from	  today,	  as	  well	  as	  any	  First	  Nations	  people	  listening.	  
	  
Aboriginal	   and	   Torres	   Strait	   Islander	   listeners	   are	   advised	   that	   this	   podcast	   contains	  
references	  to	  and	  the	  names	  and	  voices	  of	  people	  who	  have	  passed	  away.	  	  
	  
This	  program	  also	  contains	  concepts	  related	  to	  war,	  and	  some	  depictions	  of	  war	  and	  its	  
aftermath.	  	  
	  
[OPENING	  MONTAGE	  OF	  VOICES]:	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yeah,	  I	  am	  proud	  of	  my	  uncles'	  service.	  I'm	  proud	  that	  they	  
were	  young	  men	  who	  knew	  that	  our	  country	  was	  at	  risk,	  as	  other	  countries	  were	  at	  that	  
time.	  That	  there	  was	  upheaval.	  And	  that	   it	  didn't	  mean	  that	  because	  it	  was	  happening	  
on	  other	  shores,	  that	  wasn't	  going	  to	  affect	  us.	  You	  know,	  this	  was	  about	  safeguarding	  
family	  and	  Country.	  	  
	  
But	  it	  was	  about	  being	  proud	  of	  who	  they	  are,	  and	  where	  they	  come	  from,	  and	  wanting	  
to	  make	  sure	  that	  we	  were	  able	  to	  continue	  living	  in	  peace.	  
	  
VICTOR	  KOOLMATRIE:	  The	  fact	  that	  I'm	  related	  to	  someone	  -‐	  to	  these	  people,	  to	  my	  two	  
great,	  great	  uncles	  -‐	  being	  related	  to	  the	  strong	  men:	  it's	  a	  strength,	  that	  it’s,	  it's	  deep.	  	  	  
	  
UNCLE	  MAJOR	  ‘MOOGY’	  SUMNER:	  I	  honour	  myself	  as	  a	  Ngarrindjeri	  –	  because	  I	  was	  a	  
Ngarrindjeri,	  and	  my	  people	  were	  Ngarrindjeri	  -‐	  before	  this	  country	  was	  called	  Australia!	  
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So	  we’re	   here	   to	   honour	   their	   spirit	   in	   a	   way	   that	   no-‐one	   else	   can	   honour	   them.	   By	  
doing	   their	   dancing	   and	   singing	   in	   their	   language.	   Ceremonies	   that	   we've	   been	  
practicing	  for	  thousands	  of	  years!	  
	  
JULIE	  REECE:	  Oh,	   life-‐changing	   for	  me.	  The	  passion	   that	   I	   feel	   for	   it	   is	   to	   see	   in	  young	  
people,	  take	  on	  a	  whole	  new	  path	  and	  passion	  that	  maybe	  they	  never	  expected	  to	  do?	  
The	  passion	  for	  me	  is	  working	  with	  people	  who	  I	  learned	  from	  too,	  in	  so	  many	  ways.	  
	  	  	  	  
UNCLE	   VICTOR	   WILSON:	   The	   Army	   says,	   "We	   shall	   remember	   them".	   That’s	   a	   thing	  
that's	  been	   [strutted]	   all	   around	   the	   country	  ever	   since	   these	  wars.	  But	  we	  know	  our	  
people	  aren't	  remembered.	  They're	  only	  starting	  to	  get	  acknowledgement	  now,	  of	  what	  
happened	  to	  us,	  and	  our	  lands	  taken.	  	  
	  
We	  know	  that	  our	  old	  people	  -‐	  they	  seen	  all	  that	  happened	  -‐	  but	  our	  people	  still	  went	  
and	   fought	   in	   these	   wars.	   There	   was	   a	   'white	   Australia	   policy'.	   They	   didn't	   want	   our	  
people,	  because	  of	  the	  colour	  we	  were.	  But	  still	  our	  people	  joined	  up.	  
	  
RACHEL	  CAINES:	  You	  know	  the	  Australian	  Defence	  Force	  was	  a	  very	  specific	  part	  of	  the	  
White	   Australia	   Policy.	   It	   was	   very	   explicitly	   designed	   as	   a	   ‘white	   Defence	   Force’	   to	  
protect	  ‘white	  Australia’.	  
	  
And	   you	   know,	   Billy	   Hughes	   [Australian	   Prime	   Minister	   during	   WWI,	   1915	   -‐	   1923]	  
explicitly	   said	   more	   than	   once,	   “we	   were	   fighting	   in	   the	   First	   World	   War	   to	   protect	  
‘white	   Australia’	   ".	   So	   the	   idea	   of	   having	   any	   person	   of	   colour	   enlist	   in	   the	   ‘white	  
Australian	   white	   Defence	   Force’	   was	   terrifying	   to	   the	   politicians	   who	   were	   trying	   to	  
preserve	  this.	  
	  
UNCLE	   FRANK	   LAMPARD:	   Ngarrindjeri	   people	   I	   think	   related	   to	   how	   significant	   and	  
important	  it	  was	  to	  help	  defend	  the	  Country.	  Because,	  that's	  what	  we	  did,	  culturally!	  It	  
was	  an	  important	  part	  of	  our,	  our,	  our	  existence	  -‐	  our	  heritage	  -‐	  to	  look	  after,	  our	  land,	  
our	  Mother!	  
	  
RACHEL	  CAINES:	  But	  there	  are	  also	  these	  really	  powerful	  stories	  of	  men	  and	  women	  and	  
their	   descendants	   who	   have	   fought	   to	   be	   heard.	   And	   I	   think	   they	   are	   now	   finally	  
beginning	  to	  be	  heard.	  	  
	  
VICTOR	  KOOLMATRIE:	  There	  was	  just	  nothing	  but	  heartache	  and	  love?	  Yeah!	  Like	  I	  felt	  
such	  connection	  to	  them.	  To	  tell	  you	  the	  truth,	  that	  kind	  of	  hurts	  now.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  Have	  you	  heard	  the	  story	  of	  the	  Ngarrindjeri	  Anzacs?	  	  
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At	   the	   start	  of	   the	   First	  World	  War,	  Aboriginal	  and	  Torres	   Strait	   Islander	  men	  weren’t	  
allowed	   to	   join	  Australia’s	   armed	   forces,	   then	   called	   the	  AIF	   –	   the	  Australian	   Imperial	  
Force.	  They	  weren’t	  even	  considered	  full	  citizens	  of	  Australia.	  	  
	  	  	  
But	  a	  group	  of	  young	  First	  Nations	  men	  from	  what	  became	  known	  as	  Point	  Mission	  on	  
Ngarrindjeri	  Country	  in	  South	  Australia,	  went	  ahead	  and	  enlisted	  in	  the	  war	  anyway.	  	  	  
	  
Twenty-‐one	  of	  these	  young	  men	  went	  overseas	  to	  fight.	  Five	  of	  them	  didn’t	  come	  home.	  
	  
[ARCHIVAL	  NEWS	  FOOTAGE	  2005]:	  
	  
AUNTY	   DOREEN	   KARTINYERI:	   Kartinyeri,	   Kartinyeri.	  Well,	   being	   the	   ANZAC	  weekend	   I	  
think	  this	  is	  a	  very,	  very	  important	  occasion	  for	  Ngarrindjeri	  people....	  I'm	  sure	  there's	  a	  
few	  who're	  going	  to	  turn	  up.	  	  
	  
And	   I	   think,	   for	   the	  other	  Aboriginal	  people	   in	  Australia	  who	  also	  had	   regional	  people	  
from	  their	  tribes	  going	  to	  fight	  for	  their	  country	  too,	  I'm	  sure	  they'll	  be	  thinking	  of	  us.	  I	  
got	   a	   couple	  of	  messages	   from	  New	  South	   and	  Victoria,	   so	   they'll	   be	  with	  us	   in	   spirit	  
today.	  So	  I’m	  very	  happy	  about	  that.	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   That’s	   the	   voice	   of	   the	   late	   Ngarrindjeri	   elder,	   Aunty	   Dr.	   Doreen	  
Kartinyeri,	  speaking	   in	  a	  television	   interview	  on	  the	  ANZAC	  Day	  weekend	  of	  2005.	  Also	  
known	   as	   “Aunty	   Dodo”,	   the	   interview	   was	   recorded	   at	   a	   very	   special	   and	   historic	  
ceremony	  held	  on	  the	  banks	  of	  the	  Coorong	  in	  South	  Australia,	  to	  commemorate	  ANZAC	  
Day	  and	  one	  of	  her	  relatives	  who	  never	  came	  home	  from	  the	  war.	  Her	  voice	  is	  included	  
here	  with	  kind	  permission	  of	  her	  son,	  Uncle	  Klynton	  Wanganeen.	  

From	  the	  Ngarrindjeri	  word	  kurangk	  meaning	  “long,	  narrow	  neck”,	   ‘the	  Coorong	  as	  it’s	  
come	  to	  be	  called	  is	  a	  highly	  significant	  and	  protected	  cultural	  waterway	  and	  region	  that	  
stretches	  for	  100	  kilometres,	  deep	  within	  a	  dune	  system	  along	  the	  Southern	  Ocean	  in	  the	  
lower	  South	  East	  of	  South	  Australia.	   It’s	  also	  at	   the	  very	  end	  of	   the	  River	  Murray	   -‐	   the	  
“mouth”	  -‐	  where	  the	  Murray	  meets	  the	  sea.	  	  

With	   its	   richly	  diverse	  and	   interconnected	  wetlands,	   iconic	  wildlife	  and	  unique	  ecology,	  
the	  Coorong	  is	  also	  home	  to	  the	  Ngarrindjeri	  people,	  a	  nation	  of	  18	  language	  groups	  or	  
clans,	  who,	   for	   thousands	   of	   years,	   have	   lived	   on	   and	   looked	   after	   their	   Country,	   also	  
known	  as	  the	  “Lower	  Murray,	  Coorong	  and	  Lakes	  area	  of	  South	  Australia”.	  	  
	  
The	  21	  Ngarrindjeri	  soldiers	  of	  WWI	  had	  deep	  connnections	  to	  this	  beautiful	  place.	  It	   is	  
their	  homeland.	  
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[ARCHIVAL	  NEWS	  FOOTAGE	  2005]	  
	  
AUNTY	  DOREEN	  KARTINYERI:	  So	  they	  asked	  the	  men	  would	  they	  like	  to	  go	  and	  join	  up	  
and	   fight	   for	   their	   country.	   And	   they	   didn't	   realise	   that	   they	   were	   going	   actually	  
overseas	   to	   fight	   in	  a	  war.	  And	  my	  mother's	   two	  brothers	  enlisted:	  her	  eldest	  brother	  
Cyril	  Rigney,	  and	  her	  second-‐to-‐youngest	  brother,	  Rufus	  Rigney.	  	  
	  
And	  I	  suppose	  it	  was	  adventure	  -‐	  like	  a	  lot	  of	  people	  in	  the	  days	  -‐	  they	  wanted	  to	  explore	  
more	  territories.	  But	  being	  bought	  on	  the	  mission	  under	  government	  restrictions	  -‐	  and	  
the	  Protector's	   restrictions	   -‐	   they	  had	   a	   chance	   to	   go	  out,	   they	  had	   a	   chance	   to	   earn	  
money.	  And	  I	  think	  they	  looked	  on	  it	  -‐	  I	  personally	  think	  myself	  although	  I	  wasn't	  told	  -‐	  
that	  I	  think	  they	  did	  it,	  you	  know,	  for	  the	  adventure.	  
	  
They	  were	  tall,	  they	  were	  well	  built-‐men,	  they	  fitted	  into	  the	  army	  life	  quite	  good,	  as	  a	  
matter	  of	  fact,	  so	  I	  heard.	  But,	  they	  had	  to	  get	  the	  Protector's	  permission	  to	  enlist,	  and	  
after	  they	  got	  it	  they	  enlisted	  and	  they	  all	  went	  over	  to	  Europe	  to	  fight.	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   Published	   in	   1996,	   Ngarrindjeri	   historian,	   Aunty	   Doreen	   Kartinyeri,	  
wrote	  a	  landmark	  book	  called	  ‘Ngarrindjeri	  Anzacs’	  to	  tell	  their	  stories,	  including	  those	  of	  
her	   two	   uncles,	   brothers	   Rufus	   and	   Cyril	   Rigney.	   Housed	   in	   universities	   and	   state	  
libraries,	  her	  book	  took	  ten	  years	  to	  write	  and	  it’s	  become	  as	  precious	  as	  Mother	  Earth.	  
	  
Born	   at	   Point	  McLeay	   –	   now	   called	   Raukkan	   as	   it	  was	   traditionally	   known	   -‐	   Cyril	   and	  
Rufus	  enlisted	   in	  the	  war	  as	  teenagers.	  Cyril	  was	  19	  years	  old.	  Rufus	  was	  16.	  As	  Aunty	  
Doreen	   just	   said,	  under	   the	  enlistment	  age	  of	  21,	  at	   that	   time	   they	  had	   to	  get	   special	  
permission	  from	  the	  Chief	  Protector	  of	  Aborigines	  to	  sign	  up	  and	  fight.	  	  
	  
Far	  from	  their	  home	  and	  away	  from	  Country,	  they	  both	  died	  on	  the	  battlefields	  of	  Europe	  
over	  a	  century	  ago	  in	  World	  War	  One.	  	  
	  
[ARCHIVAL	  AUDIO	  OF	  2005	  CEREMONY]	  	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   That	   ANZAC	   Day	   ceremony	   at	   the	   Coorong	   in	   2005	   was	   an	  
extraordinary	  day:	   for	  Aunty	  Doreen,	   for	  Ngarrindjeri	  people	  and	   for	  ANZAC	  history	  on	  
this	  continent.	  	  
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Soil	   collected	   from	   Rufus	   Rigney’s	   Commonwealth	   War	   Graves	   Commission	   grave	   in	  
Belgium	  was	   taken	   to	   the	  water’s	   edge	   at	   the	   Coorong.	  Aunty	  Doreen	  and	  her	   sisters	  
scattered	  the	  soil	  there	  and	  laid	  wreaths.	  	  
	  
Scores	  of	  people	  from	  far	  and	  wide	  –	   including	  Rufus’s	  family	  and	  community,	  Defence	  
members,	  veterans,	  RSL	  members,	   teachers,	   students	  and	  more	  –	  spent	   the	  whole	  day	  
taking	  part	  in	  traditional	  Ngarrindjeri	  and	  military	  ceremonies,	  to	  honour	  Rufus	  Rigney’s	  
life	  and	  service.	  And	  that	  of	  the	  other	  Ngarrindjeri	  Anzacs	  who	  also	  died	  due	  to	  their	  war	  
service.	  
	  
Media	   were	   there	   and	   it	   made	   the	   news;.	   It	   was	   an	   epic	   and	   emotional	   day	   for	   all	  
involved.	  	  
	  
It	  was	  a	  way	  for	  Rufus	  to	  finally	  come	  home.	  
	  
[MUSIC]	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   At	   the	   outbreak	   of	   war	   in	   1914,	   First	   Nations	   men	   from	   all	   over	  
Australia	  tried	  to	  enlist	  in	  the	  Australian	  Imperial	  Force,	  which	  fought	  under	  the	  banner	  
of	  the	  British	  Empire.	  	  
	  
In	  spite	  of	  discriminatory	  regulations	  at	  the	  time	  making	  it	  illegal	  for	  these	  men	  to	  serve,	  
it’s	   thought	   that	   up	   to	   1300	   Indigenous	   men	   in	   Australia	   served	   overseas	   in	   WWI	   -‐	  
volunteers	  all.	  As	  research	  continues,	  the	  number	  could	  be	  even	  higher.	  
	  
One	   hundred	   and	   forty	   of	   these	   men	   were	   killed	   in	   WWI,	   “three	   were	   awarded	   the	  
Distinguished	  Conduct	  Medal	  and	  19	  recieved	  the	  Military	  Medal”	  says	  Squadron	  Leader	  
and	  Gundungurra	  man,	  Uncle	  Gary	  Oakley	  OAM,	  in	  the	  book	  ‘For	  Country,	  For	  Nation’.	  
	  
As	   the	   Australian	   War	   Memorial	   writes	   on	   their	   website,	   these	   men	   “came	   from	   a	  
section	  of	  society	  with	  few	  rights,	   low	  wages,	  and	  poor	   living	  conditions…	  and	  none	  of	  
them	  were	  counted	  in	  the	  census”.	  	  
	  
They	  also	  couldn’t	  vote.	  
	  
So	  why	  would	  these	  21	  young	  Ngarrindjeri	  men	  want	  to	   fight	   for	  a	  country	  that	  didn’t	  
give	  them	  equal	  rights?	  	  
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What	  did	   it	  mean	   for	   these	  men	   to	  die	   far	   from	   their	   families,	   their	   country	  and	   their	  
ancestors?	   And	   how	   do	   the	   stories	   of	   First	   Nations	   soldiers	   fit	   with	   the	   ideals	   and	  
mythologies	  of	  the	  Anzac	  legend?	  	  
	  
I’m	  Megan	  Spencer	  and	  I	  make	  podcasts	  about	  wartime	  remembrance	  and	  the	  impact	  of	  
war.	  And	  this	  is	  a	  podcast	  about	  Ngarrindjeri	  Anzacs,	  brothers	  Cyril	  and	  Rufus	  Rigney,	  of	  
World	  War	  One.	  	  
	  
It’s	  called	  “Walking	  In	  Two	  Worlds”	  and	  it’s	  one	  of	  a	  four-‐part	  audio	  series,	  produced	  by	  
the	  Virtual	  War	  Memorial	  Australia,	  for	  its	  Schools	  Education	  Program.	  
	  
Weaving	   together	   different	   voices	   we’re	   going	   to	   learn	   about	   the	   teenage	   Rigney	  
brothers,	  Cyril	  and	  Rufus.	  
	  
I	   visit	   their	   homelands	   and	   speak	   with	   their	   relatives	   to	   learn	   firsthand	   about	   the	  
brothers’	  lives	  and	  their	  wartime	  service.	  	  
	  
I	   also	   find	   out	   about	   an	   amazing	   bi-‐cultural	   schools-‐based	   project	   called	   ‘Connecting	  
Spirits’,	   which	   evolved	   around	   the	   time	   of	   that	   very	   special	   ANZAC	   ceremony	   on	   the	  
banks	  of	  the	  Coorong	  in	  2005.	  	  
	  
As	   part	   of	   the	   ‘Connecting	   Spirits’	   project,	   people	   living	   on	   Ngarrindjeri	   Country	   and	  
elsewhere	   have	   been	   travelling	   to	   the	   battelefields	   and	   cemeteries	   of	  World	  War	   I	   in	  
Europe	  since	  2006.	  They’ve	  found	  new	  ways	  to	  honour	  and	  remember	  fallen	  soldiers.	  
	  
We’ll	   also	   hear	   from	   a	   young	   historian	   with	   a	   particular	   interest	   in	   Indigenous	   First	  
World	  War	  military	  service	  and	  recognition	  of	  it	  in	  Australia’s	  ANZAC	  ‘foundation	  story’.	  	  
	  
So	  let’s	  start	  now	  with	  the	  story	  of	  young	  Ngarrindjeri	  Anzacs,	  Rufus	  and	  Cyril	  Rigney.	  	  
	  
As	   you’ll	   hear,	   it’s	   a	   story	   that	   begins	   long	   before	   World	   War	   One	   and	   European	  
colonisation.	  And	  it	  continues	  long	  after	  into	  the	  present	  and	  future	  generations.	  
	  

End	  of	  Part	  01	  of	  transcript.	  Please	  go	  to	  Part	  02.	  


