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Part	  02	  (duration	  19:22)	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	  (narration):	  Aboriginal	  and	  Torres	  Strait	  Islander	  listeners	  are	  advised	  
that	  this	  podcast	  contains	  references	  to	  and	  the	  names	  and	  voices	  of	  people	  who	  have	  
passed	  away.	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yeah,	  I	  think	  'walking	  into	  worlds'	  is	  definitely	  the	  way	  to	  
describe	  it.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER	   (narration):	  Cyril	   Rigney	  was	   the	   eldest	   son	   of	   Benjamin	   and	  Rachel	  
Rigney.	  He	  was	  born	  in	  1897.	  Rufus,	  his	  younger	  brother,	  was	  born	  in	  1899.	  	  
	  
They	  were	  born	  on	  Ngarrindjeri	  Country	  in	  South	  Australia.	  	  
	  
Ngarrinderji	  people	  have	  been	   living	  on	  these	   lands	  –	  those	  of	  the	   lower	  Murray	  River,	  
eastern	   Fleurieu	   Peninsula,	   Lakes	   and	   the	   Coorong	   –	   for	   at	   least	   40,000	   years.	   The	  
Rigney	  brothers	  were	  born	  in	  a	  place	  known	  by	  Ngarrinderji	  people	  as	  Raukkan.	  
	  
It’s	  a	  small	  place	  of	  great	  significance.	  	  
	  
[DRIVING	  SFX]	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  Along	  the	  scrubby,	  sandy	  edge	  of	  the	  Coorong,	  with	  pelicans	  hovering	  
low	  above	  me	   in	  the	  sky,	   I	  drive	  a	  couple	  of	  hours	  south-‐east	  of	  Adelaide	  to	  Meningie,	  
stopping	  off	  to	  look	  at	  a	  giant	  paper	  mural	  of	  the	  Ngarrindjeri	  Anzacs,	  pasted	  on	  the	  side	  
of	  an	  old	  mechanic’s	  building	  next	  to	  the	  Soldier’s	  Memorial	  Park.	  	  
	  
It’s	  been	  there	  since	  2015.	  Years	  on,	  it’s	  weathering	  but	  still	  spectacular.	  Cyril	  and	  Rufus	  
are	  among	  the	  18	  soldiers	  pictured.	  
	  
I’m	  here	   to	  meet	  Ngarrindjeri	   elder,	  Aunty	  Verna	  Koolmatrie,	  who	  you	  heard	   speaking	  
just	  before.	  	  
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I	   follow	   Aunty	   Verna	   and	   her	   son	   Victor	   to	   Raukkan,	   which	   is	   regarded	   by	   many	   as	  
“Ngarrindjeri	  heartland”.	  As	  we	  approach	  I	  see	  the	  sky	  deepen	  its	  colour	  blue	  over	  Lake	  
Alexandrina.	  	  
	  
In	   the	   centre	   of	   town	   there’s	   a	   three-‐winged	  white-‐brick	  Memorial	  Wall	   dedicated	   to	  
those	  from	  this	  community	  who	  have	  served.	  It’s	  there	  gleaming	  in	  the	  sun.	  Next	  to	  the	  
words	  ‘Lest	  We	  Forget’	  and	  a	  WWI	  memorial	  plaque	  is	  the	  Raukkan	  Community	  Council	  
logo,	  with	  a	  big	  black	  swan	  in	  the	  middle,	  which,	   like	  the	  pelican,	   is	  another	   important	  
bird	  for	  the	  community.	  
	  
[BLACK	  SWAN	  SFX]	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  It’s	  a	  quiet	  place.	  The	  buildings	  are	  both	  historic	  and	  residential,	  and	  I	  
spot	  another	  beautiful	  mura,	  painted	  on	  the	  Health	  Care	  Centre.	  	  
	  
AUNTY	   VERNA	   KOOLMATRIE:	  My	   name	   is	   Verna	   Koolmatrie.	   And	   I	   am	   a	   Ngarrindjeri	  
woman.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   A	   respected	   Ngarrindjeri	   elder,	   language	   teacher	   and	   passionate	  
educator,	  Aunty	  Verna	  Koolmatrie	  works	  at	  Raukkan	  Aboriginal	  School.	  She’s	  the	  great-‐
niece	  of	  Cyril	  and	  Rufus	  Rigney.	  They	  were	  the	  brothers	  of	  her	  grandmother	  Phyllis	  and,	  
the	  beloved	  uncles	  of	  her	  mum,	  Edith.	  	  
	  
Aunty	  Verna	  has	  given	  me	  permission	  to	  share	  her	  uncles’	  story	   in	  this	  podcast	   for	  the	  
Virtual	  War	  Memorial	  Australia	  Schools	  Program.	  	  
	  
She’s	  my	  cultural	  guide.	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  I	  was	  born	  in	  Raukkan	  in	  the	  50s.	  And	  I	  am	  the	  great-‐niece	  
of	  Rufus	  Rigney.	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   Like	   Aunty	   Doreen	   Kartinyeri	   –	   also	   family	   -‐	   Aunty	   Verna	   grew	   up	  
listening	  to	  the	  stories	  of	  her	  great-‐uncles	  Cyril	  and	  Rufus	  in	  the	  war,	  and	  the	  effect	  that	  
losing	  these	  young	  men	  had	  on	  the	  community	  at	  the	  time	  and	  over	  the	  generations	  that	  
followed.	  	  
	  
She’s	  also	  a	  custodian	  of	  these	  stories.	  	  
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AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  So	  I	  suppose	  our	  history	  is	  that	  Rufus	  and	  Cyril,	  like	  myself,	  
are	  Ngarrindjer	   and	   came	   from	  Raukkan.	  Raukkan	  means	   "ancient	  meeting	  place".	   So	  
it's	  the	  traditional	  grounds	  and	  homeland	  of	  the	  Ngarrindjeri.	  	  
	  
And,	   like	  me,	  they	  were	  born	  on	  Raukkan.	  But,	  as	  the	  name	  Raukkan	  suggests,	   it's,	   it's	  
always	   been	   our	   homeland.	   So	   it	   was	   always	   an	   ancient	   meeting	   place	   for	   the	  
Ngarrindjeri.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  For	  a	  short	  period	  of	   time	   in	   the	   long	  history	  of	   this	  place,	  Raukkan	  
was	   known	   as	   the	   Point	   McLeay	   Aboriginal	   Mission.	   That’s	   what	   it	   was	   called	   when	  
Rufus	  and	  Cyril	  Rigney	  lived	  here.	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  During	  the	  years,	  I	  suppose,	  of	  early	  exploration	  into	  into	  
Australia,	   we	   know	   that	   Captain	   Charles	   Sturt	   came	   down	   the	   River	  Murray	   into	   the	  
lakes.	  And	  when	  they	  landed,	  basically	  where	  Raukkan	  is,	  they	  named	  that	  spot	  “Point	  
McCleay”	  even	  though	  it	  was	  already	  acknowledged	  homeland	  to	  the	  Ngarrindjeri,	  and	  
it	   was	   Raukkan,	   the	   ancient	   meeting	   place.	   And	   so	   then	   it	   became	   known	   as	   "Point	  
Mcleay".	  	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   Aboriginal	   missions	   like	   Point	   McLeay	   were	   set	   up	   across	   the	  
continent	  as	  the	  British	  colonised	  Australia.	  Lands	  were	  taken,	  no	  treaty	  was	  ever	  put	  in	  
place	  and	  Sovereignty	  was	  never	  ceded.	  
	  
At	  missions	   like	  Point	  McLeay,	  First	  Nations	  people	  were	   	  put	  under	   the	  control	  of	   the	  
occupying	   European	   authorities.	   First	   Peoples	   from	   all	   over	   the	   region	   -‐	   and	   from	  
elsewhere	  -‐	  were	  displaced	  from	  Country,	  and,	  for	  the	  first	  time,	  brought	  to	  live	  together,	  
in	  one	  location.	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  I	  mean,	  if	  you	  can	  imagine	  at	  that	  time	  in	  Australia,	  it's	  still	  
very	  early	  days	  for,	  basically	  settlements	  to	  be	  set	  up?	  Towns	  to	  begin?	  You	  know,	  farms	  
to	  be	  established?	  	  
	  
And	   so,	   you've	   got	   all	   of	   this	   development	   around	   you	   in	   the	   regional	   area	   -‐	   and	   in	  
actual	   fact:	   the	   families	   would	   have	   known	   where	   all	   of	   these	   places	   were	   being	  
established.	  What	  was	  there	  originally?	  Who	  were	  there	  traditionally?	  People	  still	  would	  
have	  been	  able	  to	  say,	  "Well,	  that's	  a	  particular	  group’s	  land.	  A	  particular	  group's	  area.	  
And	  do	  you	  know	  what's	  happening	   there	  now?	  Wow	  they	  did	   this,	  and	   they've	  done	  
that,	  and..."	  	  
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So	   it	   still	   would	   have	   been	   those	   types	   of	   conversations	   about	   what	   was	   going	   on	  
around	  you	   -‐	   very	  much	  aware	  of	   all	   the	   transformation,	   the	  development,	   I	   suppose	  
what	   people	   perceived	   as	   'progress'.	   But	   in	   lots	   of	   ways	   to	   the	   Ngarrindjeri,	   it	   was	  
continually	  still	  losing	  things	  that	  was	  precious	  to	  them.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  Like	  a	  destruction	  really?	  
	  
AUNTY	   VERNA	   KOOLMATRIE:	   Yeah.	   Yeah,	   so	   it's	   seeing	   things	   taken	   away	   that	   have	  
been	  in	  your	  family	  for	  thousands	  and	  thousands	  of	  years,	  you	  know?	  	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER	   (narration):	   The	   Australian	   Institute	   of	   Aboriginal	   and	   Torres	   Strait	  
Islander	  Studies	   says	   that	   the	  missions,	  were	  often	  “developed	  on	   land	  granted	  by	   the	  
government”,	   and	   “were	   designed	   to	   erase	   peoples’	   cultural	   identity.	   People	   were	  
separated	   from	   their	   land	   and	   their	   families,	   and	   were	   not	   allowed	   to	   speak	   their	  
languages,	  continue	  their	  cultural	  practices	  or	  teach	  them	  to	  their	  children”.	  
	  
Their	  lives	  were	  highly	  controlled	  by	  church	  and	  government	  authorities.	  
	  
Point	  McLeay	  Mission	  was	   set	   up	   on	   the	   banks	   of	   Lake	  Alexandrina	   in	   1859,	   not	   long	  
after	  Britain	  colonised	  South	  Australia.	  
	  
When	  Rufus	  and	  Cyril	  were	  growing	  up	  this	  whole	  restricted	  way	  of	   life	  on	  the	  mission	  
was	   new.	   It	   had	   been	   going	   for	   just	   40	   years:	   40	   years	   in	   a	   history	   of	   at	   least	   40	  
thousand	  years.	  A	  drop	  in	  the	  ocean	  of	  time.	  
	  
As	   Aunty	   Verna	   Koolmatrie	   explains,	   it	   was	   a	   time	   of	   upheaval	   and	   transition	   for	  
Ngarrindjeri	  people.	  I	  ask	  Aunty	  Verna	  what	  life	  would	  have	  been	  like	  for	  Cyril	  and	  Rufus,	  
living	  on	  the	  mission	  back	  then.	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  During	  the	  years	  of,	  I	  suppose,	  early	  settlement,	  they	  were	  
there	  were	  tough	  times	  for	  the	  Ngarrindjeri,	  like	  many	  other	  people.	  So	  we	  lost	  a	  lot	  of	  
our	   traditional	  ways	  of	  doing	  things	  and	   living.	  And	   I	  guess	   it	  was	   -‐	   I	   see	   it	  as	  another	  
culture's	  values	  being	  superimposed	  over	  the	  top	  of	  ours.	  
	  
I	  think	  the	  lifestyle	  for	  my	  uncles	  Cyril	  and	  Rufus	  at	  the	  time	  that	  they	  would	  have	  been	  
young	  men,	  was	  still	  very	  much	  the	  after-‐effects	  of	  exploration	  and	  a	   ‘changing	  of	  the	  
guard’	  I	  suppose?	  The	  way	  that	  things	  were	  done?	  
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So	   even	   though	   they	   would	   have	   already	   been	   learning	   how	   to	   speak	   English,	   they	  
would	   have	   been	   accustomed	   to	   wearing	   clothing,	   which	   is	   something	   that	   perhaps	  
their	   grandparents	  wouldn't	   have	   been	   doing...	   But	   it’s	   still	   very	  much	   early	   days	   for	  
them.	  	  
	  
Because	   you	   still	   have	   a	   lot	   of	   your	   elders	   around	  who	   knew	   how	   things	   were	   done	  
traditionally,	  yet	  you	  are	  doing	   things	  quite	  differently	   to	  what	   they	  would	  have	  done	  
when	  they	  were	  your	  age.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  So	  we're	   talking	  about	  young	  men	  starting	  out	   their	   lives,	  probably	  
with	  lots	  of	  great	  energy,	  you	  know?	  Strong?	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yes.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  And	  yet,	  they	  were	  living	  under	  quite	  a	  few	  restrictions	  at	  that	  time,	  
weren't	  they?	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yeah,	  they	  were	  living	  under	  restrictions.	  And	  in	  particular,	  
one	   of	   the	   things	   I	   think,	   that	   gets	   overlooked	   is	   that	   if	   you	   think	   of	   all	   the	   different	  
familiy	   groups	  within	   the	  Ngarrindjeri	   -‐	   and	   this	   is	   the	   same	   for	   all	   Aboriginal	   groups	  
around	  Australia	  -‐	  you	  always	  had	  your	  own	  land.	  Your	  land	  was	  your	  Country.	  	  
	  
And	  then	  all	  of	  a	  sudden,	  being	  pulled	  off	  of	  that	  land	  and	  then	  being	  pulled	  together	  in	  
one	  small	  community	  -‐	  that's	  not	  an	  easy	  situation.	  	  
	  
And	  so	  we	  know	  that	  there	  was	  tension	  between	  family	  groups.	  But	  at	  the	  same	  time,	  
for	  all	  those	  families	  who	  are	  so	  used	  to	  doing	  what	  they	  do	  on	  their	  own	  land,	  in	  their	  
own	  Country	  with	  their	  own	  families,	  now	  all	  of	  a	  sudden	  you	  have	  to	  share	  in	  one	  small	  
space.	  	  
	  
So	  it	  certainly	  wouldn't	  have	  been	  easy	  times.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	  (narration):	  When	  I	  first	  visited	  Aunty	  Verna	  at	  Raukkan,	  she	  gave	  me	  
a	   tour	   of	   the	   Raukkan	   Gallery	   and	   Musem.	   Surrounded	   by	   photos	   of	   Ngarrindjeri	  
ancestors,	   she	   told	   me	   how,	   soon	   after	   arrival,	   the	   missionaries	   had	   tried	   to	   change	  
traditional	  culture.	  	  
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AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  The	  things	  that	  were	  changed	  dramatically	  and	  drastically,	  
I	  suppose,	  during	  those	  years,	  began,	  even	  with	  something	  so	  important	  to	  all	  cultures,	  
which	  is	  our	  traditional	  way	  of	  a	  burial	  process.	  And	  I	  know	  that	  this	  was	  one	  of	  the	  first	  
things	  that	  became	  a	  culture	  clash.	  
	  	  
We	   didn't	   traditionally	   bury	   our	   people	   in	   the	   in	   the	   ground.	   But	   the	   ‘western	   way’	  
deemed	  that	  that	  was	  what	  we	  needed	  to	  do	  in	  the	  future.	  
	  	  
And	  so	  that	  that	  was	  something	  that	  happened,	  that	  really	  caused	  a	  lot	  of	  grief	  to	  our	  
people	   -‐	   you	   know,	   our	   elders	   at	   that	   time.	   Because	   it	  was	   a	   custom	   that	  was	   being	  
changed	  so	  drastically!	  	  
	  
And	   then,	   of	   course,	   you	   have	   the	   language	   being	   stopped	   because	   they	   want	   us	   to	  
learn	  to	  speak	  "the	  new	  English".	  
	  	  
And	   then,	   of	   course,	   even	   the	   the	   way	   the	   children	   are	   raised:	   they	   were	   basically	  
removed	  from	  homes	  and	  put	  into	  dormitory-‐type	  settings.	  
	  	  
And	  so,	  these	  are	  things	  that	  are	  all	  important	  to	  any	  family	  group.	  So	  they're	  all	  really	  
critical	  in	  any,	  any	  culture.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  That's	  a	  super	  lot	  of	  upheaval	  all	  happening	  at	  once	  isn't?	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Oh	  yeah!	  A	  lot	  of	  -‐	  yeah	  the	  upheaval	  would	  have	  been	  -‐	  I	  
mean,	   if	  you	  think	  of	  that,	   if	  you	  think	  about	  all	   the	  changes	  that	  were	  being	  made	  at	  
that	  one	  time?	  Like	   I	  said,	  things	  that	  were	  so	   important:	  burial	  process,	  child	  rearing,	  
your	  land	  being	  taken	  away,	  and	  the	  language	  being	  stopped....	  	  
	  
All	  of	  a	  sudden,	  you	  almost	  wouldn't	  recognise	  the	  place	  that	  you	  call	  home	  any	  longer.	  
So	  that	  is	  -‐	  I	  think	  "upheaval"	  is,	  you	  know,	  the	  word	  for	  it.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	   (narration):	  For	  Rufus	   and	  Cyril,	   as	   they	  grew	  older,	   daily	   life	  would	  
have	   meant	   working	   as	   labourers	   around	   the	   mission.	   They	   would	   have	   helped	   their	  
parents	  with	  odd	  jobs	  to	  bring	  in	  some	  income.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	   So	   they	  would	  have	  been	  probably	  doing	  work	   around	   the	  mission	  
station,	  they	  possibly	  would	  have	  been	  working	  in	  all	  this	  construction	  that	  was	  giong	  up	  
in	  the	  town	  around	  the	  place	  as	  well?	  	  
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AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yeah,	  they	  would	  have	  been	  -‐	  I	  mean	  being	  young	  men	  in	  
the	  community,	  they	  would	  have	  been...	  You	  know	  -‐	   I	  mean,	  already	  they	  were	  at	  the	  
age	  where	  they	  were,	  were	  helping	  their	  parents,	  being	  the	  two	  men	  in	  the	  family?	  They	  
would	   have	  been	  helping,	   you	   know,	  whether	   it	  was	   just	   taking	   care	   of	   chopping	   the	  
wood	  or	  you	  know,	  trying	  to	  earn	  a	  living	  to	  help	  the	  family.	  So,	  yeah.	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	  And	   living	   on	   a	  mission,	   they	   also	  went	   to	   church	   –	   the	   very	   same	  
church	  that’s	  featured	  on	  our	  $50	  note	  alongside	  Ngarrindjeri	  inventor	  and	  author,	  Uncle	  
David	  Unaipon.	  
	  	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  And	  Cyril	  and	  Rufus	  would	  have	  been	  attending	  that	  church,	  wouldn't	  
they?	  	  	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Ah	  yes,	   they	  would	  have	  attended	  Raukkan	   church.	  And	  
they	  would	   have,	   you	   know,	   learned	   the	   Bible	   stories.	   They	  would	   have	   heard	   about	  
God.	  And	  so	  yeah,	  that	  would	  have	  just	  been	  their	  normal	  way	  of	  life.	  
	  
I	  mean	  that	  was	  just	  the	  way	  things	  were	  done.	  	  
	  
But,	   but	   I	   mean,	   also	   too,	   the	   fact	   that	   Christianity	   was	   brought	   in,	   there	   is	   another	  
culture	  clash,	  because	  we	  have	  our	  traditional	  Dreaming.	  	  
	  
I	  think	  one	  of	  the	  things	  that	  helped	  in	  that	  regard,	  was	  that	  a	  lot	  of	  the	  elders	  already	  
had	  a	  belief	  in	  a	  Creator.	  And	  so	  that's	  what	  our	  traditional	  Dreaming	  is	  based	  on	  -‐	  that	  
things	  are	  created.	  They	  don't	  just	  happen,	  they	  don't	  just	  appear.	  	  
	  
Did	  they	  all	  get	  on	  board	  fully?	  No,	  because	  these	  people	  who	  have	  grown	  up	  this	  way,	  
and	  they	  know	  who	  their	  Creator	  is,	  they	  know	  what	  their	  stories	  are.	  They	  know	  why	  
things	  are	  the	  way	  they	  are.	  They	  know	  why	  certain	  lands,	  you	  know,	  spots,	  are	  called	  
what	  they're	  called.	  So	  they	  know	  their	  Dreaming	  stories.	  And	  they're	  well	  grounded	  in	  
that.	  	  
	  
But	   the	   fact	   that	   these	  people	   came	  and	   said	   -‐	   this	   “new	  way	  of	   thinking”,	   this	   “new	  
Dreaming”	  which	  is	  what	  they	  called	  it	  -‐	  also	  has	  a	  Creator,	  it	  made	  it	  easier.	  	  
	  
And	  so	  yes,	  there	  are	  people	  who	  did	  embrace	  Christianity,	  so,	  yeah.	  
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MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   So	   while	   Ngarrindjeri	   people	   were	   holding	   onto	   their	   traditional	  
practices,	   they	   also	   adopted	   new	   European	   ways.	   But	   their	   movements	   and	   their	  
prospects	  were	  totally	  restricted.	  
	  
At	  the	  time	  that	  Rufus	  and	  Cyril	  were	  growing	  up	  on	  Point	  McLeay	  Mission,	  Aboriginal	  
people	  were	  not	  considered	  equal	  citizens	  of	  Australia.	  They	  had	  to	  seek	  permission	  to	  do	  
just	  about	  anything.	  
	  
[ARCHIVAL	  AUDIO	  OF	  2005	  CEREMONY	  AT	  THE	  COORONG]	  
	  
UNCLE	  MAJOR	  ‘MOOGY’	  SUMNER:	  My	  name’s	  Major	  Sumner.	   I'm	  a	  Ngarrindjeri.	   I	  was	  
born	   on	   Point	  McLeay,	   Ngarrindjeri	   Country.	   And	   I	   lived	   in	   Adelaide	   for	   a	  while,	   but,	  
yeah,	  I'm	  still	  a	  Ngarrindjeri.	  
	  
[ARCHIVAL	  AUDIO	  OF	  2005	  CEREMONY	  AT	  THE	  COORONG]	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  That’s	  the	  voice	  of	  senior	  Ngarrindjeri	  and	  Kaurna	  elder,	  Uncle	  Major	  
Sumner	  AM,	  better	  known	  as	  ‘Uncle	  Moogy’.	  	  
	  
Uncle	  Moogy’s	  a	  world	  renowned	  artist,	  dancer	  and	  culture	  ambassador.	  In	  2014	  he	  was	  
made	  a	  Member	  of	  the	  Order	  of	  Australia,	  “for	  service	  to	  the	  Indigenous	  Community	  and	  
Cultural	   Education”.	   And	   this	   year	   he	   was	   inducted	   into	   the	   South	   Australian	  
Environment	  Hall	  of	  Fame	  for	  his	  work	  “caring	  for	  people	  and	  Country.”	  
	  
[ARCHIVAL	  AUDIO	  OF	  2005	  CEREMONY	  AT	  THE	  COORONG]	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  That’s	  Uncle	  Moogy	  singing	  a	  traditional	  healing	  song	  along	  with	  the	  
bagpipes	  played	  by	  John	  Simpson,	  on	  that	  special	  Anzac	  Day	  ceremony	  back	  in	  2005	  on	  
Country	  at	  the	  Coorong.	  He	  didn’t	  stop,	  all	  day.	  
	  
As	  Uncle	  Moogy	   tells	  me	  when	  we	  meet,	  he’s	  also	   related	   to	   the	  Rigney	  brothers,	  and	  
knows	  their	  story	  well.	  	  
	  
Uncle	  Moogy	   tells	  me	  a	  bit	   about	   the	  harshness	  of	  mission	   life	  and	   the	  discrimination	  
racism	  that	  the	  Rigney	  brothers	  and	  the	  Ngarrindjeri	  community	  faced	  at	  that	  time.	  
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UNCLE	  MAJOR	  SUMNER:	  But	  I'd	  like	  non-‐Aboriginal	  people	  to	  think	  of	  how	  they'd	  feel	  if	  
they	  was	  denied	  everything	  in	  this	  land,	  a	  land	  that's	  been	  -‐	  	  	  we've	  been	  in	  connection	  
with	   for	   thousands	   of	   years!	   And	   then	   all	   of	   a	   sudden,	   you're	   not	   allowed	   to	   go	  
anywhere.	  You're	  not	  allowed	  to	  go	  hunting.	  You're	  not	  allowed	  to	  speak	  your	  language.	  
	  
You’re	  not	  allowed	  to	  live	  in	  a	  country	  town.	  
	  
To	  get	  food	  you	  had	  to	  go	  down	  to	  the	  rations	  store.	  You	  had	  to	  go	  to	  -‐	  into	  Meningie	  -‐	  
but	  you	  had	  to	  get	  permission	  to	  travel	  from	  Raukkan	  to	  Meningie	  or	  Tailum	  Bend.	  	  
	  
You	  had	  to	  get	  a	  form	  signed	  by	  the	  superintendent.	  When	  you	  went	  to	  the	  shop,	  you	  
had	  to	  stand	  behind	  everyone	  until	  they	  were	  ready	  to	  serve	  you.	  
	  
People	   don't	   understand	   that,	   as	   as,	   as	   Aboriginal	   people	   in	   this	   country,	  we	   had	   no	  
rights	  whatsoever.	  	  
	  
So	  you	  can	  imagine,	  them	  two	  young	  men,	  19	  years	  old...	  They	  went	  to	  war.	  Before	  that,	  
they	   wasn't	   allowed	   to	   go	   out,	   they	   wasn't	   allowed	   to	   live	   in	   a	   town.	   They	   weren't	  
allowed	  to	  go	  to	  the	  pub	  with	  their	  mates...	  	  
	  
They	  went	  to	  war.	  But	  they	  didn't	  come	  back.	  	  
	  
And	  both	  died	  as	  young	  men.	  They	  never	  seen	  life.	  They	  never	  seen	  nothing!	  
	  
Get	  people	  to	  think	  about	  that.	  
	  
	  

End	  of	  Part	  02	  of	  transcript.	  Please	  go	  to	  Part	  03.	  
	  


