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Part	  05	  (duration	  20:32)	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	  (narration):	  Aboriginal	  and	  Torres	  Strait	  Islander	  listeners	  are	  advised	  
that	  this	  podcast	  contains	  references	  to	  and	  the	  names	  and	  voices	  of	  people	  who	  have	  
passed	  away.	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	   It's	  the	   loss	  of	   'what	  could	  have	  been'	  as	  well.	  You	  know	  
like,	  what	  plans	  did	  they	  have?	  What	  plans	  did	  their	  families	  have	  for	  them?	  You	  know,	  
what	  were	  their	  hopes	  and	  dreams?	  We	  don't	  know.	  So	  it’s	  loss	  in	  many	  ways.	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER	   (narration):	   “The	   war	   was	   most	   terrible,”	   writes	   Professor	   	   Bill	  
Gammage	  in	  the	  foreword	  to	  ‘Ngarrindjeri	  Anzacs’.	  Let	  alone	  the	  civilian	  casualties,	  the	  
best	  estimate	  of	  military	  dead	  in	  World	  War	  One	  is	  around	  10	  million	  people	  -‐	  including	  
60,000	  Australian	  soldiers.	  
	  
About	  20%	  of	  Australians	  who	  enlisted	  and	  served	  overseas	  didn’t	  come	  home.	  This	  was	  
the	  same	  for	  the	  Ngarrindjeri	  people;	  they	  lost	  five	  of	  their	  men	  in	  the	  First	  World	  War	  in	  
a	  small	  community	  of	  around	  100	  men.	  	  
	  
The	   impact	  was	  devastating	   for	   the	   families	  at	  Raukkan.	  Aunty	  Verna	  Koolmatrie	   says	  
it’s	  hard	  to	  overstate	  the	  sense	  of	  loss	  and	  and	  confusion	  in	  the	  community.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   So	   what	   was	   the	   effect	   on	   your	   family?	   On	   your	   great-‐great	  
grandmother	  [and]	  her	  children	  after	  Cyril	  and	  Rufus	  did	  not	  come	  home	  -‐	  after	  they	  lost	  
them?	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yeah,	  there	  was	  a	  big	  effect	  on	  my	  grandmother's	  parents,	  
so	  my	  great-‐grandparents.	  	  
	  
Being	  the	  young	  men,	  they	  would	  have	  been	  supportive	  in	  everything	  that	  they	  did.	  So	  
they	  would	  have	  helped	  their	  family,	  they	  would	  have	  helped	  their	  parents.	  They	  would	  
have	  been	  a	  part	  of	  trying	  to	  bring	  a	  small	  income	  in	  to	  support	  the	  family.	  	  
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That	  was	  -‐	  that	  was	  actually	  the	  effect	  of	  it	  after,	  that	  they	  didn't	  have,	  you	  know	  -‐	  they	  
didn't	  have	  them,	  physically?	  But	  they	  also	  didn't	  have	  the	  support	  that	  they	  normally	  
gave.	   You	   know	   the	   comfort	   and	   the	   financial	   security	   that	   they	   could	   have	   helped	  
provide.	  
	  
It	  was	   a	   burden.	   It	  was	   real	   grief	   that	   these	   two	   young	  men	  went	   off	   and	   just	   didn't	  
come	  back!	  
	  
You	   know,	   we	   know	   that	   communication	   would	   have	   been	   difficult	   at	   the	   time.	  We	  
know	  that	  lots	  of	  families	  may	  not	  have	  known	  for	  some	  time	  what	  happened	  to	  their	  
loved	  ones.	  
	  
But	  in	  particular	  for	  Aboriginal	  people,	  they,	  for	  some	  reason,	  had	  less	  information.	  And	  
sometimes	  weren't	  contacted	  immediately	  or,	  you	  know	  had	  to	  wait	  and	  find	  out	  much	  
longer.	  And	  so,	  yeah,	  it	  was	  tough	  on	  the	  family.	  
	  	  
And	   of	   course,	   they	   heard	   rumours	   before	   they	   even	   had	   any	   information	   that	   they	  
actually	  had,	  you	  know,	  died	  in	  the	  war.	  
	  	  
And	  the	  fact	  that	  they	  didn’t	  come	  back	  -‐	  the	  effect	  in	  the	  community	  was	  felt	  by	  all.	  	  
	  
I	  mean,	  the	  way	  it	  is	  in	  Aboriginal	  communities,	  your	  relations	  are	  very	  close.	  I	  mean,	  for	  
example,	   in	   Ngarrindjeri	   culture:	   your	  mother's	   first	   cousins	   are	   her	   sisters,	   and,	   you	  
know,	  so	  -‐	  the	  way	  we	  do	  things	  is	  a	  little	  different.	  	  
	  
Yeah,	  because	  of	  the	  way	  we	  are	  structured..	  The	  family	  ties	  make	  us	  sort	  of	  closer	  than	  
what	  might	  normally	  be	  seen	  through	  ‘western’	  eyes.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	  (narration):	  The	  grieving	  process	  for	  the	  men	  who	  didn’t	  come	  home	  
didn’t	   simply	   finish	   at	   a	   church	   service.	   As	   Aunty	   Verna	   told	   me,	   in	   traditional	  
Ngarrindjeri	  culture,	  there’s	  much	  more	  to	  the	  grieving,	  mourning	  and	  healing	  process.	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  One	  of	  the	  things	  for	  Aboriginal	  people	  was	  the,	  the	  way	  
that	  they	  did	  grieve	  and	  they	  did	  mourn.	  	  
	  
You	  didn't	  do	  it	  in	  a	  matter	  of	  days.	  You	  -‐	  you	  did	  it	  almost	  as	  a	  process.	  But	  it	  was	  -‐	  it	  
wasn't	  just	  a	  process.	  It	  was	  in	  being	  in	  tune	  with	  the	  way	  you	  feel.	  	  
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And,	   you	   grieved	   according	   to	   how	   you	  were	   connected	   to	   that	   person.	   You	   grieved	  
according	  to	  what	  you	  were	  feeling.	  	  
	  
And	  so	  you	  cry	  and	  you	  grieve	  and	  you're	  continually	  in	  touch	  with	  that.	  And	  as	  you	  let	  
that	   out,	   then	   you	   start	   to	   heal.	   And	   that's	   something	   that	   only	   the	   individual	   knows	  
how	  long	  that	  will	  take.	  	  
	  
And	  so	  while	  it	  might	  seem	  like	  there's	  all	  this,	  outward	  signs	  and	  outward	  noise,	  really,	  
it's,	  it's	  about	  the	  connection.	  	  
	  
And,	  you	  know,	  we're	  now	  in	  a	  situation	  where	  we	  do,	  sort	  of,	  abide	  by	  what's	  in	  place.	  
But	  it	  doesn't	  take	  away	  from	  the	  fact	  that,	  traditionally,	  it	  was	  about	  being	  in	  tune	  with	  
your	  own	  body?	  About	  your	  connection	  to	  that	  person?	  And	  only	  you	  -‐	  even	  if	  you're	  a	  
big	  part	  of	  a	   family	   -‐	  you	  may	  not	  have	  all	  had	   the	  same	  way	  of	  grieving	  or	   the	  same	  
length	  of	  time.	  Because	  only	  you	  individually	  knew	  how	  you	  felt.	  	  
	  
And,	  when	  that	  had	  left	  you	  and	  you're	  ready	  to	  get	  on	  and..	  And	  get	  on	  with	  your	  life.	  
So...	  	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	  (narration):	   I	  ask	  Aunty	  Verna	  if	  this	  deep	  sense	  of	  grief	  and	  loss	  has	  
been	  felt	  down	  through	  the	  generations.	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yes.	   I	  mean	  generational	   trauma	   is	   real,	   you	  know?	  And	  
loss	  and	  grief	  -‐	  as	  it	  is	  for	  any	  culture.	  
	  
In	  Raukkan,	  the	  fact	  that	  you	  knew	  that	  these	  two	  young	  boys	  were	  one	  day	  young	  men	  
going	  about	  their	  business	  in	  the	  community	  and	  then	  the	  next	  thing	  they're	  just	  gone!	  
You	  do	  know	  they've	  gone	  to	  war	  -‐	  and	  then	  you	  hear	  they're	  not	  coming	  back	  -‐	  it	  does	  
leave	  an	  impact.	  	  
	  
But	  also	  too,	  it’s	  the	  loss	  of	  what	  could	  have	  been	  as	  well,	  you	  know?	  So	  it's	  loss	  in	  many	  
ways.	  
	  	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  And	  Cyril	  was	  actually	  married	  before	  he	  left	  and	  he	  had	  a	  baby	  –	  so	  
that’s	  another	  loss	  on	  top	  isn’t	  it?	  
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AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yeah.	  Uncle	  Cyril,	  you	  know,	  he	  already	  had	  been	  married.	  
And	  then	  his	  daughter	  was	  born,	  my	  aunty	  [Aileen]	  and	  so	  her	  life	  was	  difficult.	  	  
	  
But,	  you	  know,	   it	  meant	   that	   there	  was	  a	  grandchild	   that	  his	  parents	  never	   really	  had	  
the	   close	   connection	  with	   that	   they	  would	  have,	   if	   he	  had	  been	  here	   and	  been	   alive.	  
Because	  she	  was	  then	  raised	  by	  other	  people	  in	  a	  different	  place.	  So.	  Yeah.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	  (narration):	  After	  Cyril	  died	  in	  the	  war,	  baby	  Aileen	  was	  taken	  into	  care	  
by	   her	   great-‐aunt	   and	   uncle,	   and	   they	   moved	   from	   Raukkan	   to	   Point	   Pearce.	   Here’s	  
Uncle	  Victor	  Wilson	  again,	  Aileen’s	  son.	  
	  
UNCLE	  VICTOR	  WILSON:	  And	  two	  of	  our	  relations	  they	  took	  Mum	  and	  adopted	  her	  and	  
looked	  after	  her.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER	   (narration):	   Cyril’s	   older	   sister	   Rose	   –	   who’d	   sent	   him	   the	   photo	   of	  
baby	  Aileen	  on	  the	  battlefield	  –	  was	  also	  devastated	  by	  his	  loss	  of	  her	  two	  brothers.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  How	  do	  you	  think	  it	  affected	  your	  mum	  not	  having	  her	  dad	  in	  her	  life,	  
after	  he	  passed	  away	  in	  the	  war?	  
	  
UNCLE	  VICTOR	  WILSON:	  And,	  I	  can	  only	  speak	  of	  how	  Granny	  Rose,	  Grandfather's	  sister,	  
she	  was	  in	  mourning	  for	  a	  long	  time	  -‐	  all	  of	  our	  family.	  And	  there	  was	  other	  families	  too	  
on	  Raukkan	  that	  have	  suffered.	  
	  
And	  Granny	   Rosie	  was	   traumatised.	   She	  was	   -‐	   she	  was	   really	   brokenhearted	   her	   two	  
brothers	  never	  come	  back.	  But	  that's	  why	  our	  people	  looked	  after	  -‐	  	  
	  
-‐	   Like	   Mum,	   her	   job	   was	   to	   make	   sure	   she	   looked	   after	   Granny	   Rose,	   grandfather’s	  
sister?	  Mum	   looked	  after	   her,	   because	   that	  was	  our	  our	  way.	  And	  always,	   you	   know,	  
cooked	  a	  feed	  up	  and	  sent	  it	  with	  Aunty	  Dodo	  to	  Granny	  Rosie.	  	  
	  
And	  we	  looking	  after	  our	  grannies!	  We’re	  still	  doing	  that	  -‐	  that's	  our	  way!	  
	  
And	   it's	   called	  generational	   trauma,	  where	   that	   suffering	   through	   loss	  of	   loved	  ones...	  
It’s	  through	  this	  trauma.	  
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MEGAN	  SPENCER	   (narration):	  When	   Indigneous	   soldiers	   returned	   from	   the	   First	  World	  
War,	   their	   service	  was	   not	   always	   recognised	   in	   the	   same	  way	   as	   the	   service	   of	   non-‐
Indigenous	   war	   veterans.	   As	   Uncle	   Gary	   Oakley	   writes	   in	   ‘For	   Country,	   For	   Nation’,	  
“those	  who	  returned	  went	  back	  into	  their	  communities	  only	  to	  vanish	  from	  history”.	  
	  
Where	   it	  was	  common	  for	  non-‐Indigenous	  war	  veterans	  to	  receive	  pensions,	  dedicated	  
medical	   attention	   and	   parcels	   of	   land	   in	   recognition	   for	   their	   service	   –	   soldier	   settler	  
blocks	  as	  they	  were	  known	  -‐	  it	  often	  wasn’t	  the	  same	  for	  Ngarrindjeri	  men.	  They	  might	  
have	  been	  equals	  on	  the	  battlefield,	  but	  not	  when	  they	  came	  back	  home.	  
	  
Here’s	  Uncle	  Frank	  Lampard	  again.	  
	  
UNCLE	  FRANK	  LAMPARD:	  So	  Aboriginal	  and	  non-‐Aboriginal	  soldiers,	   in	  my	  view,	  whilst	  
they	   were	   on	   the	   battlefield	   they	   would	   have	   been	   committed	   to	   looking	   after	   each	  
other.	  I	  don't	  imagine	  anything	  else	  possible.	  
	  	  
And	   so	   that	   brotherhood	   that	  was	   formed,	   unfortunately,	   for	  most	   Aboriginal	   people	  
that	   returned	   from	   any	   of	   those	   activities	   overseas	   -‐	   and	   certainly	   back	   in	   that	   time,	  
those	   Ngarrindjeri	   Anzacs	   who	   survived	   the	   First	   World	   War	   and	   did	   return	   home	   -‐	  
where	   did	   they	   go	   to?	   Straight	   -‐	   they	  were	   probably	   sent	   back	   to	   the	  mission,	   under	  
tight	  legislation	  -‐	  you	  know?	  Aboriginal	  "acts”	  of	  whatever...	  	  
	  
And,	  you	  know,	   I	   think	  that	   later	   in	   life,	  some	  of	  the	  First	  World	  War	  men	  might	  have	  
accessed	   veterans	   pensions,	   but	   their	   life	   otherwise	   would	   have	   been,	   just	   as	   it	   was	  
when	  they	  left.	  
	  	  
You	  know,	   you're	  back	   to	   the	  mission.	   Everybody's	   got	   tabs	  on	  where	  you	  go,	   and	  all	  
your	  movements	  and	  whatever	  you	  do.	  
	  
And	  at	  the	  time,	  you	  know,	  back	  into	  those	  labouring	  roles,	  within	  their	  community.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  So,	  what	  was	  life	  like	  for	  the	  men	  that	  did	  return?	  Who	  looked	  after	  
them?	  What	  what	  happened	  when	  they	  got	  home?	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  To	  be	  honest	  with	  you,	   it's	  community	  who	  took	  care	  of	  
the	  returned	  servicemen,	  you	  know?	  	  
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I	  don't	  know	  of	  any	  other	  services	  that	  were	  in	  place	  for	  them.	  And	  so	  as	  far	  as	  I	  know,	  
it's	  it's	  families	  who	  looked	  out	  for	  them	  and	  took	  care	  of	  them.	  
	  
MEGAN	   SPENCER:	   So	   they	   bore	   the	   burden	   of	   these	  men	  who	   possibly	  were	   coming	  
back	  with	  things	  like	  war	  trauma	  -‐	  we	  call	   it	  PTSD	  these	  days	  -‐	  but	  shell	  shock,	  all	  that	  
sort	  of	  stuff.	  And	  health	  issues	  -‐	  maybe	  even	  limbs	  missing?	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yeah,	  limbs	  missing.	  I	  remember	  a	  photo	  that	  was	  on	  the	  
wall	   in	  my	  Dad's	  mum's	   house	  while	   I	   was	   growing	   up.	   And	   there	  was	   an	  Uncle	  was	  
missing	  leg.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	  (narration):	  In	  the	  book	  ‘Our	  Mob	  Served’,	  Aunty	  Verna	  says	  her	  mum	  
Edith	  told	  her	  about	  “caring	  for	  the	  men”	  who	  had	  returned	  from	  war	  to	  the	  community,	  
many	  unwell	  or	  injured.	  And	  that	  that	  it	  fell	  to	  the	  young	  men	  of	  the	  mission	  to	  care	  for	  
them	  and	  help	  them	  “with	  their	  daily	  needs”.	  	  
	  
In	   line	  with	  the	  community’s	  tradition	  of	  caring	  for	  their	  elders	  –	  as	  Uncle	  Victor	  spoke	  
about	  earlier	  –	  in	  1918,	  with	  limited	  resources	  and	  many	  restrictions,	  it	  can’t	  have	  been	  
easy	  for	  the	  community	  to	  help	  “heal	  those	  scarred	  by	  active	  service”	  as	   it’s	  written	   in	  
that	  book.	  Nor	  for	  the	  men	  who	  had	  returned	  hoping	  for	  a	  better	  life	  and	  recognition	  of	  
their	  service.	  
	  
[AUDIO	  OF	  THE	  COORONG	  &	  THE	  LAST	  POST]	  	  
	  
VICTOR	   KOOLMATRIE:	   To	   be	   buried	   on	   Country;	   to	   be	   buried	   on	   Country	   is	   the,	   is...	  
We're	  going	  back	  home!	  Our	  time	  on	  here	  is	  –	  Yeah,	  veryone	  knows	  it's	  borrowed	  but	  -‐	  
our	  connection	  with	  with	  home,	  it's	  just...	  To	  be	  buried	  back	  home	  -‐	  you're	  completing	  
the	  circle.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  That	  was	  proud	  Ngarrindjeri	  man,	  Victor	  Koolmatrie,	  the	  great,	  great	  
nephew	  of	  the	  Rigney	  brothers...	  
	  
The	  remains	  of	  Australian	  soldiers	  who	  died	  on	  overseas	  service	  during	  World	  War	  One	  
were	  not	  returned	  home.	  Families	  had	  to	  grieve	  from	  afar.	  For	  the	  Ngarrindjeri	  on	  Point	  
McLeay	   the	  distance	  was	  perhaps	   even	   further,	   for	   loved	  ones	   could	  not	  be	  buried	  on	  
Country.	  	  
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“It	  felt	  like	  they	  never	  existed,”	  Aunty	  Verna	  once	  in	  an	  interview	  said	  about	  her	  uncles,	  
Cyril	  and	  Rufus,	  “because	  no-‐one	  knew	  what	  happened	  to	  them”.	  	  
	  
Of	  the	  five	  Ngarrindjeri	  soldiers	  who	  died,	  four	  never	  made	  it	  back	  to	  Australia.	  Private	  
Miller	  Mack	  did	  but	  he	  died	  in	  hospital	  in	  Adelaide	  from	  war-‐related	  illness	  in	  1919.	  He	  
was	  buried	   in	  an	  unmarked	  grave	  at	  West	  Terrace	  Cemetery,	  150	  kilometres	   from	   the	  
place	  of	  his	  birth,	  Raukkan,	  Ngarrindjeri	  Country.	  	  
	  
With	  the	  support	  of	  organisations	  such	  as	  Aboriginal	  Veterans	  SA	  –	  of	  which	  Uncle	  Frank	  
Lampard	  is	  co-‐chair	  -‐	  in	  2017	  Private	  Mack’s	  remains	  were	  brought	  home.	  A	  full	  military	  
funeral	  was	  held	  at	  the	  same	  church	  in	  which	  Private	  Mack,	  Cyril,	  Rufus,	  and	  the	  other	  
men	  who	  left	  for	  war	  would	  have	  attended.	  
	  
It	   might	   have	   taken	   almost	   100	   years,	   but	   finally	   Private	   Mack	   returned	   home,	   to	  
Country	  –	  or	  returned	  home	  to	  ‘Mother’	  as	  Uncle	  Frank	  Lampard	  said	  earlier.	  
	  
[AUDIO	  OF	  PELICANS]	  
	  
UNCLE	  FRANK	  LAMPARD:	  Look,	   I	   think	   it's	  a	  known	  factor	  about,	  most	  of	  us	  generally,	  
believe	   that	   there	   is	  a	   spirit	   connected	  with	  us.	  And	   that	   spirit	   is	   connected	   in	   similar	  
ways	  but	  in	  other	  ways	  a	  bit	  different	  for	  Aboriginal	  community,	  as	  such.	  	  
	  
And	  that	  is,	  is	  that,	  the	  survivors	  and	  descendants	  of	  those	  soldiers	  would	  have	  always	  
been	  spiritually	  questioning	  as	  it	  related	  to	  the	  person	  not	  ever	  quite	  being	  at	  peace.	  	  
	  
So,	  you	  know,	  for	  most	  Aboriginal	  people,	  they	  actually	  want	  to	  go	  back	  on	  the	  Country	  
then,	  because	  that	  puts	  them	  at	  peace	  and	  also	  the	  family	  and	  the	  extended	  family	  -‐	  and	  
the	  Nation	  as	  such.	  	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  It	  strikes	  me,	  given	  that	  these	  were	  young,	  Ngarrindjeri	  MEN	  -‐	  same	  
as	  any	  other	  Aboriginal	  and	  Torres	  Strait	  Islander	  person	  who	  enlisted	  in	  World	  War	  One	  
-‐	  it	  strikes	  me	  that	  the	  stakes	  were	  a	  bit	  higher	  than	  say	  the	  non-‐Indigenous	  personnel	  
who	  went	  to	  war	  at	  that	  time.	  	  
	  
In	  that	  -‐	  along	  with	  everybody	  else	  -‐	  there	  was	  a	  great	  risk	  that	  they	  might	  die	  overseas	  
in	  a	  foreign	  country,	  in	  another	  country.	  	  
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But	  on	  top	  of	  that	  there	  was	  the	  very	  real	  and	  present	  danger	  that	  they	  might	  not	  be	  
buried	   'on	  Country',	  back	  at	  home,	   in	  Raukkan,	   in	  the	  Coorong	  area,	  where	  they	  were	  
from.	  Where	  they	  were	  born,	  raised,	  and	  where	  they	  were	  from.	  	  	  
	  
Why	  is	  it	  so	  important	  for	  Ngarrindjeri	  to	  be	  buried	  on	  Country?	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  It's	  about	  peace	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  day.	  It's	  about	  peace.	  	  
	  
I	  mean	   people	  want	   peace	  while	   they're	   living	   -‐	   but	   you'd	   certainly	  want	   peace,	   you	  
know,	  when	  you're	  when	  you're	  resting.	  	  
	  
But	  also	  too,	  it's	  being	  on	  Country,	  being	  where	  your	  ancestors	  were.	  Where	  you	  know	  
they've	  walked,	  where	  you	  know	  they've	  passed	  and	  where	  they	  lay	  to	  rest.	  	  
	  
And	  there's	  a	  feeling	  of	  oneness.	  You	  know,	  I'm	  sure	  that	  it's	  not	  unique	  to	  Ngarrindjeri:	  
that	  you	  always	  want	  to,	  if	  you	  can,	  be	  buried	  in	  surroundings	  where	  you	  are	  familiar?	  
Where	  you	  also	  have	  loved	  ones	  around	  you?	  	  
	  
There's	  something	  about	  that,	  you	  know?	  	  
	  
They	   just	   would	   have	   just	   wanted	   peace.	   So,	   you	   know,	   being	   buried	   in	   your	   own	  
Country.	  Yes,	  sure.	  That	  would	  have	  been	  uppermost	  in	  their	  mind.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  Yeah	  -‐	  and	  that's	  pretty	  big,	  isn't	  it,	  really?	  Knowing	  that	  you	  might	  be	  
-‐	  your	  spirit	  might	  be	  stuck	  in	  somewhere	  far,	  far	  away	  from	  any	  of	  your	  relatives,	  and	  
there's	  not	  a	  sense	  of	  coming	  home,	  is	  there?	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  No,	   and	   it	  would	  have	  been	   something	   that	   they	  would	  
have	   wanted	   to	   do?	   They	   would	   have	   wanted	   to	   come	   home.	   Like	   so	   many	   other	  
soldiers	   -‐	  Aboriginal	  and	  non-‐Aboriginal,	   you	  know?	  You	  always	  want	   to	  go	  home	  and	  
come	  home	  -‐	  at	  least	  be	  laid	  to	  rest	  in	  a	  place	  where	  your	  family	  is.	  	  
	  
But	  I	  don't	  think	  it	  was	  enough	  to	  stop	  them	  from	  from	  enlisting,	  so.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  That's	  pretty	  amazing,	  isn't	  it?	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  It	  is,	  yeah.	  
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MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  When	  you	  think	  about	  it.	  	  
	  
AUNTY	  VERNA	  KOOLMATRIE:	  Yeah	  it	  is.	  Yeah.	  It's	  a	  bit	  emotional	  really.	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER:	  Yes.	  
	  
[MUSIC]	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	  (narration):	   In	  1925	  a	  stained	  glass	  window	  was	   installed	   in	  Raukkan	  
Church	   commemorating	   four	   of	   the	   Ngarrinderi	   men	   who	   died	   in	   World	   War	   One,	  
including	  Privates	  Miller	  Mack	  and	  Francis	  Alban	  Varcoe,	  and	  Aunty	  Verna’s	  great-‐uncles	  
Cyril	   and	   Rufus	   Rigney.	   The	   Ngarrindjeri	   community	   fundraised	   for	   this	   Memorial	  
themselves	  and	  it’s	  still	  there	  today.	  It’s	  a	  very	  moving	  and	  special	  place	  to	  visit.	  
	  
On	  Wednesday	  19	  August	  1925,	  Adelaide	  newspaper	  The	  Register,	  ran	  a	  story	  under	  the	  
headline	  “Point	  MacLeay	  War	  Heroes”.	  	  
	  
[ACTOR’S	  VOICE]	  
	  
“An	   interesting	   ceremony	   took	   place	   at	   the	   Point	  McLeay	  Mission	   Station	   last	   Friday	  
evening,	  when	  a	  memorial	  window	  was	  unveiled	   in	   the	   church	  by	  Brigadier-‐General	   S.	  
Price	  Weir.	  	  
	  
A	  four-‐panel	  memorial	  window	  bearing	  the	  names	  of	  the	  fallen	  and	  the	  inscription,	   'To	  
the	  glory	  of	  God	  and	  in	  sacred	  memory	  of	  our	  men	  who	  died	  for	   justice	  and	  freedom,"	  
has	  been	  erected	  in	  the	  building	  which	  has	  been	  used	  for	  worship	  for	  many	  years.	  	  
	  
A	   feature	  of	   the	  pro-‐ceedings	  was	  an	  address	  by	  Philip	  Rigney	  (grandfather	  of	   the	  two	  
men	   who	   were	   killed),	   and	   solos	   by	   Mr.	   and	   Mrs.	   Stanley	   and	   Mr.	   Roland	   Carter,	  
members	  of	  the	  station.”	  	  
	  
MEGAN	  SPENCER	  (narration):	  Next,	  we’re	  going	  to	  find	  out	  about	  another	  special	  
commemorative	  ceremony	  that	  takes	  place	  thousands	  of	  miles	  away	  from	  Cyril	  and	  
Rufus’s	  home.	  
	  
	   	   End	  of	  Part	  05	  of	  transcript.	  Please	  go	  to	  Part	  06.	  
	  


