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TRANSPORT NETWORK MANAGEMENT POLICY 

OVERVIEW 

More people are choosing to live and work in Brisbane, and the demand on the transport network is 
increasing. The growing number of trips associated with a rising population in Brisbane and surrounding local 
government areas is contributing to increased traffic congestion on Brisbane's roads and greater demand for 
walking, cycling and public transport travel options. This growth in travel demand generated in the Greater 
Brisbane region must be addressed in order to maintain Brisbane's liveability, sustainability and economic 
activity. 

Geographically, Brisbane's transport network is bordered by four local councils (Logan City Council, Moreton 
Bay Regional Council, Ipswich City Council and Redland City Council). Within its boundary, Council controls 
over 5,700 kilometres of road, with the Queensland Government, through the Department of Transport and 
Main Roads, managing an approximately 333 kilometre long network, limited to motorways and some arterial 
roads. Extensive public and active transport networks are also present, with responsibility shared between 
Council and the Queensland Government. 

As Brisbane City is a part of the greater metropolitan area, planning and policy integration is required with 
abutting municipalities and in particular state transport authorities. Council therefore works with both state 
and local governments and the transport industry to maximise opportunities that contribute to a safe and 
efficient network for Brisbane and sustain the level of service expected by all road users, particularly where 
responsibilities intersect. 

This policy provides direction for the management of the transport network as per the Transport Plan for 
Brisbane — Strategic Directions with the intent of supporting and delivering Brisbane Vision 2031, Council's 
long-term community plan for the city. 

Further directions to deliver the city's strategic objectives and outcomes are outlined in a range of 
documents including: 

• ShapingSEQ South East Queensland Regional Plan 2017 
• Brisbane City Plan 2014 
• Brisbane Economic Development Strategy 2012-2031 
• Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031. 

Key transport challenges include the need to: 

• improve transport network safety and security for all users, especially vulnerable road users including 
pedestrians, cyclists, micro-mobility users and motorcyclists 

• manage congestion, to reduce travel times, air quality impacts and industry and community costs 
• enhance the attractiveness of public transport and support the development and use of public 

transport facilities to reduce the proportion of trips using private motor vehicles 
• enhance the attractiveness of active travel modes and provide adequate walking and cycling facilities 

to reduce the proportion of trips using private motor vehicles 
• provide additional transport capacity to provide for our growing population base 
• reduce the environmental impacts of transport improve the competitiveness and performance of 

freight/logistics systems 
• be agile and adaptive to disruptive technologies 
• manage the emergence of Mobility as a Service (MaaS) as a means to provide increased multi-

modal travel opportunities 

This policy is facilitated through a number of key areas including: 

Network Planning — To identify network enhancements that supports transport requirements for proposed 
land use and settlement patterns to achieve a safe, more reliable, efficient and sustainable network. 

Network Management — Management of the network as an entire system through its whole life cycle and 
across all functional requirements from planning, delivery and operation. 
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Network Capacity Management — Operation of the network that supports the transport needs for all travel 
modes to achieve a safer, more reliable and efficient network while providing an accessible and connected 
city. 

Freight Management — Operation of the network that supports competitiveness and performance of the 
freight and logistics industry by determining and promoting suitable routes based on the road hierarchy while 
meeting appropriate engineering standards. 

Kerbside Management — Operation of the network by managing kerbside usage to maintain an appropriate 
level of access for all vehicle types to adjacent land uses at various times of the day and week. 

Road Safety — Providing a safe network for all users by embedding a 'safe systems' and best practice 
approach across all aspects of network management. 

APPLICABILITY 

This policy applies to Brisbane City Council employees and consultants or contractors engaged by or 
associated with Council. 

DEFINITIONS 

Nil. 

OUTCOMES 

The consistent application of this policy aims to deliver the transport directions identified in the Transport 
Plan for Brisbane — Strategic Directions to align the future transport network to Brisbane Vision 2031 and 
address challenges and maximise opportunities to achieve desired community outcomes: 

Enhancing liveability 

• A clean, green, sustainable city - The design and operation of transport networks minimise impacts 
on the environment and help mitigate the impacts of climate change. 

• Community health and wellbeing - Brisbane residents have improved health and wellbeing through 
greater use of walking and cycling to access work, education services and for recreation. 

• Meeting people's needs - The transport network meets the needs of all users for personal, goods 
and service movements by providing equitable, affordable and accessible transport options. 

• Better journey experience - Travelling around Brisbane is easy, safe and enjoyable for all. 

Delivering economic benefits 

• Sustained growth of business and industry Our transport systems help Brisbane and SEQ 
business and industry to grow and prosper. 

• Convenient commuting - Travel to work options meet commuters' needs with increased use of 
public and active transport for commuter travel. 

• Safe and efficient freight movement - A safe, fit-for-purpose and integrated freight transport 
network that provides for the efficient movement of goods to, from and within the city. 

• Supporting the tourism and visitor industry - Transport services, infrastructure and information 
help to attract more visitors to Brisbane and make their stay enjoyable. 

Harnessing innovation 

• Innovative transport systems - Planning, design and management of our transport systems are 
robust, responsive and adaptive to future opportunities and changes. 

• Technology-enabled solutions - The strategic use of technology improves the efficiency and 
effectiveness of Brisbane's transport networks and services. 

• Robust organisations and partnerships - Transport authorities and stakeholders in Brisbane are 
responsive and work together effectively and collaboratively to be well-placed to anticipate and 
respond to change. 
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Evolving the network 

• Integrated land use and transport - Our transport systems and land uses work together to ensure 
both function effectively. 

• Well planned, designed and managed networks - Brisbane's transport networks meet projected 
population and employment needs and are designed to optimise effectiveness and performance of 
the network. 

• Travel demand management and behaviour change - Travel demand and behaviours of the 
community and businesses will improve transport network efficiency and reduce costs. 

• Safe transport networks -  Brisbane's transport networks provide for the safe movement of people, 
goods and services. 

PRINCIPLES 

Council's goal is to achieve a vibrant and prosperous Brisbane where all people have high quality access to 
facilities and services, while the city's environmental quality, liveability and economic competitiveness are 
maintained. 

To achieve this, Council's approach to managing the transport network will be aligned to the transport 
principles outlined in the Transport Plan for Brisbane — Strategic Directions. These principles form a checklist 
for decisions that will deliver a transport network that meets the needs of the city by becoming more 
sustainable, accessible, inclusive and less car-dependent: 

People first: Transport must meet people's needs and provide suitable choices for movement of people and 
goods, taking a customer first approach. 

Safety: Support the safety of people using our transport networks and those who may be impacted by our 
networks. 

Equity: The benefits and cost of transport should be shared equitably within and across existing and future 
generations. 

Accessibility: Provide accessible transport options to meet the needs of all residents and visitors. 

Sustainability: Make transport decisions that are financially, socially and environmentally sustainable. 

Environmental management: Manage transport to protect and enhance the city's air, water, vegetation and 
natural habitats. 

Effectiveness: Transport infrastructure and services should be fit-for-purpose and deliver intended 
outcomes. 

Connectivity: Transport provides easily understood and connected paths of travel from trip start to finish. 

Reliability: Transport networks and services -shall have a high reliability and resilience to external impacts. 

Integration: Transport networks and services must work together and operate in partnership with land use 
and economic activities. 

Demand management: Manage demands and influence transport choice for movement of people and goods 
to improve network efficiencies and reduce or delay the need for new infrastructure 

Asset utilisation: Address transport performance and whole-of-life economic, social and environmental 
costs and reduce or delay the need for new infrastructure. 

Zero Harm focus: Council's focus on zero harm in the workplace will extend to the network. 
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AUTHORITY 

Council — 12 December 2006 

POLICY OWNER 

Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure 

FURTHER ASSISTANCE 

Policy, Strategy and Planning Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure 

RELATED INFORMATION 

Corporate File 465/7/1(1) 
The policy needs to be considered in conjunction with: 

• CSI Corporate Sustainability Policy 
• OZHMS Zero Harm Policy 
• Brisbane Vision 2031 
• Brisbane City Plan 2014 
• ShapingSEQ South East Queensland Regional Plan 2017 
• Brisbane Economic Development Strategy 2012-2031 
• Brisbane Active Transport Strategy 2012-2026 
• Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031 
• Transport Plan for Brisbane — Strategic Directions 
• Transport Plan for Brisbane — Implementation Plan 2018 

REVIEW DATE 

Due: September 2022 
Last reviewed: September 2020 
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