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Next Club Meeting: 

Tuesday 16th February at the Manningham, Bulleen

Physical meetings are back!
Limited numbers, please register on the club website
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Like to contribute to Desmoto?

It’s easy – just email the Editor with 
your article or photos or whatever 
you think other DOCV members 
would be interested in. Photos are 
best sent in .jpg format separate of 
the article (ie. don’t embed them in 
the Word doc). Bigger pics are better 
than small ones. All contributions will 
be very gratefully received.

The email address for the Desmoto 
editor is: editor@docv.org

The deadline for Desmoto is always 
the last day of the month, except for 
December because we don’t publish 
a January edition.

Cover picture credit:  Impressions from 
our annual club BBQ, taken by Russ 
Murray.
Back page credit:  Rob Labuc
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Disclaimer: Technical articles and comments printed in this magazine are the result of contributions from members. As such, 
the views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc. (DOCV) The material contained 
in this magazine is in the nature of general comment only, and is not advice on any particular matter. The DOCV editorship and 
contributing authors do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any action taken, or omitted to be taken, by any 

person whether as a member or not, as a consequence of anything contained in, or omitted from, this magazine. Itinerary dates 
and times are subject to last minute variation.

Magazine assembly by Peter Cusworth, Ph 0409 797 023 pcusworth53@gmail.com

Ducati Owners Club of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 16 Box Hill Victoria 3128

Incorporated Association Registration #A80B

general meeting and social night held at:
The Manningham, 1 Thompsons Road Bulleen.  

Third  Tuesday of every month (except Jan): 
7.00pm - social catch up and grab a bite to eat; 8.00pm - meeting starts.

DOCV Committee Members and Office Bearers

president: Mel reynolds
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Vice president: rachael alexander
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editor: Matthias Siegel
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spares: Daryl Grant 
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Club permit officer: Daryl Grant 
clubpermit@docv.org

merchandise: aldo Mosenich 
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editoriale
M a t t h i a s  S i e g e l 

New year, new Desmoto editor! 

Officially I was sworn in some time last year already, 
but due to COVID restrictions, and me living in 
Geelong, the handover proved difficult and vice prez 

Rachael kindly agreed to continue editing the magazine 
until the January break. Many thanks to Rachael for the 
amazing job last year, it’s understandably difficult to fill a 
club magazine with content when the club isn’t able to hold 
any events and nobody is riding. I’m slowly coming to terms 
with how much effort it actually is to put this magazine 
together, but the next one should be easier, hopefully.

For those I haven’t met yet, I have been a member for a few 
years and I particularly enjoy long overnighter trips (can’t 
wait for the next Tiger Hunt). Travelling by motorbike is an 
amazing experience and I’m glad our club is so good at 
running well organised long-distance trips.

I first got hooked on Ducati when I was in my early teens, 
possibly around ‘94 or ‘95. A relative of mine in Germany 
is the editor of the largest motorcycle magazine in Europe 
(‘Motorrad’) and I remember he and his then-partner once 
showed up to a birthday on red Ducatis. One must have 
been a 916, the other I can’t remember, but the thundering 
sound of these bikes left a lasting impression.

Fast forward to 2013, no longer a poor comp-sci student 
and having moved to Australia (more or less by accident), I 
bought my first Ducati – a Streetfighter 848. My workplace 
back then was located near Ducati Melbourne’s old 
showroom on Elizabeth St, and during lunch breaks I would 
often walk over to admire the Streetfighter demo bike 
outside the shop, until I had enough courage to walk in and 
buy one.

As an inexperienced rider I was keen to find other like-
minded people to go on rides with, but I didn’t join DOCV 
straight away because every time I looked at the website 
it felt like an old-men club to me. At the tender age of mid-
thirty this didn’t quite feel like the right company for me. 
I met up with riders from various local Facebook groups, 
but too often these rides ended up being dangerously 
disorganised and the same short route over and over. Even 
worse, hanging out with people who were convinced a 
Honda is the pinnacle of bike design quickly bored the hell 
out of me. So I reconsidered.

I’m glad I did join the club in the end, although I did end 
up meeting a lot of older people. But that’s ok, because 
their wealth of experience has taught me more about 
bikes and riding over the years than any hipsters could 
have done who spend more time photographing their bikes 
for Instagram than actually riding them. And I had the 
privilege to come along on rides to amazing places and over 
spectacular roads which I’d never have discovered myself.

(I’m also happy to now be part of the committee that finally 
got rid of said website and replaced it with a more modern 
presentation.)

Going on long rides, and following some of our experienced 
ride leaders past and present, such as Joe, Gavin, or Stu 
Darke has been the best riding school for me. To hang on 
to a fast but safe rider on a twisty road and watch their 
lines, break points and movements is incredibly valuable 
experience. Somehow we need to make younger riders 
understand this and join the club.
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Acknowledgments

Desmoto would not be possible without 
contributions from our members, partners and 
other various sources, who have put a lot of their 

time and effort into making this edition informative and a 
good read.

This edition features much appreciated contributions by 
(in no particular order):

Geoff Salmon, Garry Elphinstone, Peter Varalla, Russ 
Murray, Rob Labuc, Peter Wilson, Geoff Zippel, Ducati 
Media House, the DOCV committee & Ducati Chelmsford 
(UK).

Thanks to everybody!

Next Issue 
• Do you own a very 
special Ducati? (Let’s 
be honest, pretty much 
any Ducati qualifies…) 
Why not write a portrait 
about your pride and 
joy for Desmoto! Let 
others know what you 
like and don’t like, 
what to look out for 
when buying one.

• Have you been on 
a beautiful bike trip 
recently, perhaps 
overseas (okay, not 
very likely)? Why 
not share your experience 
with other readers!

• Bought some useful new bike gear? Why not write a 
review for Desmoto!

Articles are best sent in as a PDF or Word document. 
Photos ideally in JPEG format, and please include them 
as separate files. For quality reasons larger photos are 
better than smaller ones.

All contributions will be gratefully received.

DeaDline for suBmissions: enD of tHe montH.

editor@docv.org

Desmoto
There is a lot of progress happening behind the scenes in 
the club committee right now, lots of ideas for renewal, 
often made possible by no longer having the huge expense 
of distributing a printed club magazine. As the magazine 
editor I’ll try to do my part by delivering what members of 
all ages would like to see, and by thinking about what more 
we can do. The magazine is by members for members, so 
if you have photos or a good story from a club event, found 
something interesting online or want to share gear reviews 
or a report from your bike trip overseas, please send it to 
me. Now that we’re digital-only, no story is too long.

There aren’t any radical changes planned for now, because 
I don’t really think the magazine needs any. Desmoto looks 
very professional and high quality compared to the mags of 
other Australian DOC clubs I’ve seen, and it’s always good 
to remember that it’s a basic member-driven club journal 
and not a commercial motorcycle mag.

In this edition I’m trialling the inclusion of video content 
because that is something often requested. Let me know 
if you find it useful. Ideally it should be videos from club 
events. If you take videos of club events or other rides, or 
find anything useful on Youtube that would be worth sharing 
with all members, please send me a link and I’ll include it.

To make things more predictable, the deadline for Desmoto 
is now always the end of the month, with the aim to publish 
the finished magazine approximately one week later.

We’ve got some great ride reports in this edition, and thank 
to Russ Murray, plenty of photos from the annual club BBQ, 
which I thought was a great event.

Enjoy!

Matthias

PS #1: To all ride-leaders, please remember to send trip 
reports! If you can’t force a volunteer to write one, no 
problem. A short summary of where you went, who came 
along, what bikes they rode and any noteworthy incidents 
will do. Many thanks to Geoff Salmon who quickly whipped 
up a summary of his NY ride after I asked him at the BBQ 
lunch. A great example that a ride report doesn’t need to be 
novel-length in order to be a great read.

PS #2: As part of the preparation for the new club website 
I looked through the Desmoto archives recently and it 
appears there are two newsletters missing from 1979 
(newsletter #5 and #6). If any of our longterm members from 
back then still have copies of these, please get in touch!

mailto:editor%40docv.org?subject=Desmoto%20contribution
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M e l  R e y n o l d s

Welcome to 2021!

Yay, we survived 2020 but didn’t 2021 start out with 
some random craziness trying to outdo last year!  At 
least things are starting to get back to something a 

little more like normal.  I hope everyone had a great Xmas 
and New Year break and managed to get in some good 
riding and time with family and friends.  Because haven’t 
we all missed that 

For me it’s been a busy couple of months, starting a new 
job, spending a couple of weeks just hanging out with my 
Mum who I hadn’t seen since last Xmas and getting in a 
few rides here and there.  Many of them have actually 
been riding to work to avoid the ridiculous traffic that all 
the tunnel works and road closures have created but that’s 
kind of expected when you work for Motorcycling Australia 
right!  And has anyone noticed how ridiculous pricing 
has gotten for everything from bikes to cars to boats and 
caravans?  We recently sold our boat and could have sold 
it 10 times over and probably for more than we did.  And to 
people from all over the country.  It actually went to a family 
in Qld because there just aren’t any around.  And looking 
to possibly buy another bike their prices are just insane.  
Wonder how many of them will come back onto the market 
as soon as we can actually travel again……

It was so great to see everyone’s smiling faces at the 
January BBQ.  This year we mixed it up a bit by moving to a 
Sunday lunch time, with the view that people who live a bit 
further away could make it in and people could bring their 
families along as well.  I mean, they have to put up with all 
our Ducati craziness and forever heading out the door for a 
ride (sometimes with and sometimes without them) so why 
not give them the opportunity to meet everyone and join in 
as well.  Hope everyone had a great time and we might just 
keep it to a Sunday for next year 

As a committee we’ve been busy working away over the 
break.  

•   We have launched a new club website!  

•   We’ve reduced membership pricing for 2021, and 
remember your membership expires at the end of 
February so if you haven’t renewed yet get onto it.  

•   We’re also looking at membership packs for everyone 
which will be included as part of your membership fee.  

•   We’ve got dates for our Fun Days for the year so make 
sure you pencil those in (placeholders are on the events 
page).  We’ll give you more detail on those once we have 
it all worked out, but at least we have dates locked in so 
you can start planning for those.  And they will again be 
open to friends so if you have anyone who would like to 
join us on those days please give them the heads up.

•   The calendar is filling up with day rides, overnight rides 
and mid-week rides so there is surely something for 
everyone there now.

•   We have arranged with Mornington Ducati to have our 
March General Meeting at their dealership where we 
will be joined by Alana Baratto (Ducati ANZ Marketing 
Manager) and Emma Notarfranceso, Ducati’s latest brand 
ambassador.  We are however limited to 30 people only 
due to density limits so you will have to register for this 
meeting and if we are at our limit you will not be able to 
turn up on the night.

•   And we can finally get back to meetings in person!  That’s 
right, we are back to the Manningham at last.  Although 
we are limited to 40 people only at the moment based on 
the Manningham’s density limits so you must register for 
each meeting.  If you have not registered, you will not be 
able to turn up on the night if we are already at our limit.  
We will try and keep the option to dial in via Google Meet 
for those members who can’t make it to the Manningham.  
We’ll just have to try and work out the technology in a 
room bigger than my study!
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And there are lots more things we are looking to do during 
the year.  

This does also mean we will be using email to communicate 
more than we may have previously so please double check 
your email details are correct and up to date under your 
profile on the website if you haven’t been receiving emails 
from us.  

If there is anything else that you would like to see the club 
offer please let one of your committee members knows.  We 
are always looking for new ideas and new ways to bring 
members the things that we all value.  And if you have any 
questions about anything drop us an email or give us a call.

As we roll into 2021 mother Ducati are also rolling over the 
DOC memberships. As mentioned last year to be considered 
an official DOC member with Italy you also need to be 

registered on MyDucati.  Note that this is separate to your 
DOCV membership and the two are not linked, although 
you do need to be a DOCV member to be an approved 
DOC member (I’ve asked how we can link the two but it’s a 
Ducati thing that we need to work through).  If you haven’t 
signed up yet and want to be included as a DOC member 
please jump onto the Ducati website and do so.  You can 
also sign up using the MyDucati app if you prefer.  

So here’s to 2021 being a busy COVID normal year 
(whatever that means) and actually getting out on more 
rides! See you on the road.

Mel
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My Ducati app

Mother Ducati are also making a bit of a change 
with the way they are managing the Ducati 
Owners Club from 2021 too.  That means if you 

haven’t already, you not only need to register on DOC but 
you will also need to set up your account with MyDucati 
by June 30th, but you only need to do this once.  Starting 
from 2021 only those members who are registered on 
MyDucati will be considered DOC members which means 
if you are not considered registered you will not be able 
to take advantage of the benefits of the DOC which 
include, among other things, entry to the factory and 
museum, World Ducati Week events and not to mention 
the DOC membership packs.  Admittedly the benefits have 
traditionally been very much European focussed with the 
plans Ducati ANZ have in the works you will start to see 
more Oz based benefits.

To sign up for MyDucati just go to Ducati.com and find 
the “MyDucati” menu in the top right hand corner of the 
screen.  If you don’t have an account yet select “Sign Up” 
which will open a new window. 

Enter all the info asked for, check the boxes then select 
“Register” and you should be good to go. 

Once you are signed up you can go to “Your Profile” and 
set up “Your Garage” with all your bikes and you also have 
access to a range of competitions and events that are 
often run here.

And don’t forget you should also be able to do all this on 
the MyDucati app as well.
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R a c h a e l  A l e x a n d e r

 relazione 
   dellavicepresidente

Happy new year everybody and I hope that 2021 
gives you and your loved ones plenty to smile about.   
Thank goodness we are free to ride our motorcycles 

again, in groups, on DOCV rides. I hope that we can leave 
all of that 2020 hoodoo behind us as we shed it like those 
lockdown kilos and excessive facial hair.

There is no rest for the wicked, so the committee has 
been busy during the last few months working on our 
strategic plan, a big part of this was the new website with 
enhanced functionality for members.  So, welcome to the 
new website!  By the time you read this you would have 
had the opportunity to put it through its paces.  A big shout 
out to Evan, Matthias, Mel and Peter who beavered away 
over the past few months so it could come to fruition and 
bring a better online experience to members.  I am a bit of a 
troglodyte when it comes to building websites, writing code 
etc. so I did not go along for the ride with that one, plus the 
lockdown editions of Desmoto kept me pretty busy.

Our December 2020 meeting saw some awards that were a 
bit different to the norm:

There were:

•  Best iso hair – who wore it best: for the most magnificent 
moustache and the fact that his family didn’t notice that 
he had shaved it off for several days! -  Stoiman

•  Best Zoom attire – who put the most effort into “dressing” 
for our Zoom meeting: For someone we never knew he 
had such a penchant for wigs - Tony Deriu

•  Best Zoom Background – who had the best Zoom 
background: this person was a pioneer in all things Zoom 
and inspired many of us to get a different background, 
dialling in from among other places such as the 
“Caribbean” and a tree with goats - Mark Slater

•  Best Zoom Bomb – because everyone has had someone 
unexpectedly walk into the background of their Zoom 
call: this person appeared to be stalked by their bomber 
because he was everywhere, we looked – the Michelin 
Man, Andrew Doyle. 

•  special mention to the person who voted for themselves 
as they have paid their membership but have never met 
anyone and also hardly even attended a Zoom meeting – 
but it was anonymous, so I don’t know who that was.

•  ralphino Verde award for Wondrous Writing: Geoff 
Zipple – May article for Tiger Hunt day seven, which will 
be reprinted for you to enjoy in this month’s edition of 
Desmoto.  
Honourable mentions also went out to: Rob Labuc, 
Geoff Salmon, Glenn Locechel and Don Bromfield, 
Evan, Steve Frew, Peter and Thom Wilson for their very 
readable contributions, which can still be accessed via 
the Desmoto archives on the new website, under Club 
Magazine.

In terms of membership, we have been able to reduce the 
fees for you as we no longer have the cost of a printed 
Desmoto and we are also working on some goodies that we 
can send out to members.  Don’t forget that membership 
fees are due by end of February, and it is easy to pay up on 
the new website so don’t let that slide.

There are more and more 2021 events and meetings that 
have opened for registration so make sure you check these 
out.  Most of these have number limitations so get in quick 
so you do not miss out.  

We had perfect weather for our Christmas / New Year BBQ 
in January, and it was wonderful to see all of the attendees, 
sans the computer screen.  Thanks to Peter for sourcing 
the venue.  I have a feeling we will be back as it would lend 
itself quite well not only to future BBQs but a show and 
shine type of event with plenty of space for bike parking 
around the rotunda.  

I look forward to being able to kick back and enjoy 
February’s Desmoto without the editoral labour.  I am sure 
our new Editor, Matthias will do a sterling job.

Take care out there folks and I look forward to seeing you 
on a ride or at an event soon.

As always, stay golden.

Rachael
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lettera
 delsegretario

P e t e r  K a d a r a s

Throw another snag on the BBQ!

Happy 2021 to everyone, I hope the festive season was 
enough for all of us to relax and reset from “COVID 
2020”. With 11 months of the new year ahead of us 

we are now looking forward to some form of normality. 

The first “normal” DOCV activity was to get together for 
our annual BBQ. Instead of the Yarra on a Tuesday evening 
we all agreed that a different venue and day would be 
appealing to more members.  The venue of Caulfield park 
was selected for a Saturday BBQ lunch, prepared by the 
committee, plus some plates brought in from members.  The 
turnout did not disappoint! I had not been to one of these 
before, however I did catch myself thinking that I was 
experiencing a family get together, with everyone sharing 
their news of the last year. The sounds of the sizzling public 
use BBQ working overtime, the ice rattle of the Esky’s 
brought to the venue, along with the laughter of the people 
gathered, could have easily been over 45 people turned up 
and enjoyed the catch up in person. Some members even 
chose to ride their bikes in, with few coming from country 
Victoria! Maybe it is time to repeat these types of events 

throughout the year in other venues of Melbourne as well? 
Stay tuned, you may not have to miss out on this one!

As you are also reading this article you would have also 
looked and used at our new and improved website: www.
docv.org. With better looks, easier navigation, automated 
member functions along with lower costs of updating 
and maintenance to the club, I think that we now have a 
platform that can assist the club to grow in the 20’s.  Special 
mention to Evan Rubenstein, who took this project under 
his wing and in his busy schedule, delivered the great new 
platform for all of us to interact and enjoy!

Ride safely, I look forward to catching up with you at the 
Manningham (yes we are back!) or on some rides, yes, I 
will be coming along so some of them this year!

Peter
Do you have any questions?  
Feel free to email me at sec@docv.org

mailto:sec%40docv.org?subject=
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Evan and I am sure there will be glitches, but it is the type 
of system that can continually improve without the need off 
outside assistance.

On the ride front Mini Turismo is a little bit different this year 
as we are heading back to Dargo for 2 nights and Glenn 
will be showing us around his back yard so if you have not 
experienced the hospitality of the folks at the Dargo pub 
jump on board you will be in for a treat with traditional old 
school pub meals and cold beer and a rustic charm and 
don’t forget the sticky date pudding which is as good as 
anywhere, and how could I forget the roads, roads that 
bring smiles to the masses.

Ducati V4 Streetfighter S, what can I say but wow what a 
machine, as I’m writing this it has just clocked up 1000km 
and had its 1st service and I can really have some fun with 
it. The engine, suspension, chassis the whole package 
is hard to falter. I call big twins like the Multi or Diaval 
a sledgehammer the SF is a scalpel. Ultra-smooth gear 
changes with the quick shifter up and down and an exhaust 
note that screams MotoGP it is intoxicating, some would 
say license losing in fact. 

Once I have clocked up a few more kays keep an eye out 
for my real world write up because there are some odd 
Italian quirks that make you shake the head.

  captain’s  
       call

J o e  R u s p a n d i n i

This is your Captain speaking 

Happy New year to all and what a different start 
to a new year it has been for all of us with border 
closures and the threat of lockdowns always on 

people’s minds.

A few lucky travellers managed to get out and about for a 
few days getting back into Victoria just before the lockdown 
and some of us had their holiday plans severely changed. It 
is a good thing no interstate rides are on the agenda in the 
near future.

Over the break I have had some interesting correspondents 
from a couple of members in regards to rider safety and 
what they perceive as dangerous practices which is 
disappointing, namely and quote malicious blocking…In my 
20plus years of road riding and racing I have never heard of 
anyone doing this practice and would very much surprise 
and disappoint me if this happened, getting held up by a 
slower rider yes, it happens on every ride and its something 
that happens when traveling in groups with different type 
of bikes and experience levels. The practice of racing up 
to the front of the group disregarding the other members 
in my opinion should be stopped as this is dangerous and 
can scare the less experienced people on rides. The club 
rides are not a race if people want to race feel free and do 
it on the track. Now I am not saying overtaking should not 
happen but overtaking in such a way that scares people is 
not acceptable. When you wish to overtake a fellow rider 
come up behind with your blinker on, once the person in 
front acknowledges you are there then safely move over 
to the far right and accelerate away, a curtesy wave of 
the hand is always nice. This also means that you need to 
keep an eye on your mirrors for the faster riders and let 
them through as promptly as possible and always in a safe 
position. The last thing I want to do as Captain is to speak 
to anyone on a ride about a dangerous manoeuvre or worse 
still speak to a loved one that an accident has occurred. 
Remember we are all on the road to enjoy ourselves and 
each other’s company.

When you read this the club’s new website should be up 
and running which, I hope will be an improvement from the 
last with Evan doing most of the work to get it up, well done 

Seeya on the road

Joe
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treasurer’s   report
E v a n  R u b e n s t e i n

   January 2021

Cheque account 20,929.44
Paypal 12,875.06
Debit Card 1,625.27
Cash reserve 16,329.03
Term Deposits 1 5,266.98
Term Deposits 2 5,277.71
Trade Debtors                                4,422.73
Other Assets 2,013.60
Net Assets 68,739.82

INCOME $

Desmoto 0
Events 2,945.00
Memberships 6,642.00
Merchandise 171.59
Other 0

Total Income 9,758.59

ExPENSES
Cost of Sales 239.83
Desmoto 660.00
Events 1,578.64
Membership 76.73
Purchases for resale 0
Other 654.88

Total Expenses 2,970.25

Operating Profit / (Loss) 6,788.34
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Brad The Bike Boy
Servicing • repairS • Tuning
Performance mods, ECU flashing

Exactfit timing belts and coils
2B King St, Oakleigh VIC 3122  M: 0408 095 595  E: brad@bikeboy.org
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Things of Beauty

2010 Ducati 848 nicky Hayden edition

Can you guess the mystery club identity?
Hint: his favourite colour is blue

10% discount  
for DOCV members 

at MCA – 
MOtOrCyCle 
ACCessOries 

superMArket 

Only available in person at the Keilor East store.
Ask for Kiwi and show your current DOCV membership card.

*exclusions apply Find the answer on page 21.
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NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS

350,000 TIMES MONSTEr
•  the 350,000th model of the biggest selling family of 

motorcycles in Ducati’s history is a Monster 1200 S 
“Black on Black”

•  Claudio Domenicali handed over the bike that marks this 
important milestone to its owner, who was invited to 
Borgo Panigale for the occasion

•  almost 30 years after its creation, the legend of the 
Monster continues with the new model launched 
during the Ducati World Première, which will arrive in 
dealerships in April

Borgo Panigale, Bologna, January 15, 2021 -

The Monster reaches a significant milestone in its 
history with the delivery of the 350,000th model. This 

is a Monster 1200 S “Black on Black”, which Ducati CEO 
Claudio Domenicali and the Director of the Ducati Design 
Center Andrea Ferraresi personally delivered to its owner, 
the Ducatista Sebastien Francois Yves Hervé De Rose.

Mr. De Rose, who ordered the Monster 1200 S from the 
Ducati dealer in Milan, was invited to Borgo Panigale 
for the occasion. The bike was personalized with a plate 
bearing the number 350,000 and was delivered to the owner 
accompanied by a certificate of authenticity signed by 
Claudio Domenicali and a sketch of the Monster signed by 
the designer Angelo Amato.

The Monster is the biggest selling Ducati model of all time, 
as well as the longest-serving motorcycle in the range. Its 
legend was created in 1992 when the company had the 
intuition of putting on the road a Ducati with a Superbike 
chassis stripped of the fairings and all elements not 
strictly necessary. With the launch of the M900 model, the 
first Monster ever, Ducati was able to give rise to a new 
segment of the motorcycle market – the sports naked - 
creating a bike that has represented a true benchmark for 
several generations.

Over the course of almost thirty years the Monster has 
changed, improved and evolved from a technical and 
aesthetic point of view, but without ever losing sight of its 
main goal: to be a fun-toride bike for motorcyclists from all 
over the world and inspire new generations of enthusiasts. 
From the legendary Monster 600, which opened the 
Ducati world to many young motorcyclists, to the second 
generation with the 696 and 1100 models, passing through 
the 4-valve versions, up to the most recent 797, 821 and 
1200, Monster represents an extraordinary success for the 
brand and for the Ducati company.

On 2 December 2020, the Borgo Panigale manufacturer 
presented the new generation of the Monster to the 
public (here the link to the press kit ), which will arrive in 
dealerships in April 2021. A light and essential bike, inspired 
by the original recipe from 1992, with a frame derived from 
the Superbike and a high-performance engine perfect for 
road use. Thanks also to the new design, which has evolved 
in a modern, sporty, elegant and technological direction, 
the new Monster (also available in a depowered version 
for A2 license holders) is the ideal choice both for those 
approaching the world of two wheels for the first time and 
for the expert rider and is ready to inspire new generations 
of motorcyclists with brilliant but always easy-to-manage 
performance, extremely low weight, a nimble and intuitive 
chassis and a prestigious array of electronic equipment.
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DuCATI IN MOTOGP uNTIL 2026
•  Ducati and Dorna sports sl have signed an  

agreement that confirms the Borgo Panigale 
manufacturer’s presence in MotoGP for  
another five years.

Ducati and Dorna Sports SL are pleased to announce 
that they have signed an agreement to guarantee the 

Bologna-based manufacturer’s presence in the MotoGP 
World Championship from 2022 to 2026.

Since its debut in 2003, Ducati has played a leading role 
in the premier class of the MotoGP World Championship. 
After only 6 Grands Prix, Ducati obtained its first victory 
in the Catalan GP with Loris Capirossi and then won the 
Constructors’, Riders’ and Teams’ World Titles in 2007 
with Casey Stoner. Last year, the Desmosedici GP was 
once again one of the most competitive bikes on the 
MotoGP grid: thanks to the points scored by five different 
riders (Andrea Dovizioso, Danilo Petrucci, Jack Miller, 
Francesco Bagnaia and Johann Zarco), Ducati won the 
2020 Constructors’ World Title in the premier class with two 
victories (Dovizioso in Austria and Petrucci in France) and 
a total of nine podiums. In its eighteen seasons in MotoGP, 
Ducati has taken 160 podiums, including 51 victories.

Claudio Domenicali, Ceo of Ducati motor Holding:
“Racing has always been a truly fundamental part of the 
Ducati brand and will remain so in the future. In fact, it 
represents not only a way to fuel the passion and cheer 
of the Ducatisti all over the world, but also an advanced 
research laboratory where the most sophisticated materials 
and the most innovative design methods are tested. It is 
also the training ground where our young engineers grow 
to provide our customers with state-of-the-art motorbikes 
in terms of technology and emotionality of use, as the 
Superleggera V4 and Multistrada V4 recently demonstrated. 
In both cases, although with very different declinations, 
the experience gained in MotoGP has been fundamental. 
This renewed agreement confirms that, while we plan to 

continue to expand our product range outside of the world 
of sports bikes, the track and high-performance motorbikes 
remain a central element for Ducati. I want to thank 
Dorna Sports and, in particular, Carmelo Ezpeleta for their 
great work over the years that has made MotoGP a truly 
extraordinary media platform”.

Carmelo Ezpeleta, CEO of Dorna Sports SL:
“Dorna Sports is proud of the continuation of the 
partnership with Ducati and thanks the factory for its loyalty 
to the series. We have been honoured to accompany 
the iconic Italian manufacturer as they achieved past 
milestones and are excited to share this new episode in its 
history with two bright young stars such as Jack Miller and 
‘Pecco’ Bagnaia. Their potential and talent will definitely 
be one of the assets of the 2021 FIM MotoGP World 
Championship we are about to start”.

Luigi Dall’Igna, General Manager of Ducati Corse:
“We are happy to be able to confirm our participation 
in MotoGP until the end of 2026. In recent years the 
Desmosedici GP has proven to be one of the most 
competitive bikes on the grid, and the 2020 Constructors’ 
World Title is further proof of this. Even though this 
year’s regulations will not allow for significant technical 
developments, we will face the 2021 season with the same 
passion and dedication. The goal is to fight for the MotoGP 
Title with our new riders and prepare the groundwork for 
our future commitment to the Championship.”

DUCATI
and

MOTO GUZZI
R E P A I R S

Former Moto One technician

1457 South Gippsland Hwy, 
Cranbourne, Victoria 3977

robert grant: mob: 0425 764 071  
guzzirepairs@outlook.com 
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Borgo Panigale, Bologna, 21 January 2021 - 

Series production of the SuperSport 950 has begun at the 
Ducati factory in Borgo Panigale. The bike will be in all 

dealerships starting in February.

Presented during the 2021 Ducati World Première, the 
SuperSport 950 is a motorcycle capable of combining 
sportiness with everyday road use and is the perfect 
choice for anyone wishing to approach the world of Borgo 
Panigale sports bikes. The new model has been revised 
in design and features better electronics and equipment, 
as well as becoming compliant with Euro 5 antipollution 
legislation.

The aesthetic link between the SuperSport 950 and 
the Panigale V4 is even more accentuated in this new 
version. The full-LED headlamp equipped with DRL 
immediately recalls the sharp light signature of the 
Panigale V4, while the fairings have been specially 
redesigned to highlight the sportiness of the bike 
and the fluidity of its forms.

The SuperSport 950 features a true sports bike 
equipment package with single-sided swingarm, 
trellis frame fixed to the engine that acts as a 
stressed/load-bearing element to reduce weight 
and bulk and a dry weight of 184 kg. The electronic 
package consists of ABS Cornering, traction control, 
wheelie control, electronic gearbox and Riding 
Modes functionality (Sport, Touring, Urban).

Thanks to the updates introduced, the SuperSport 
950 is now more comfortable. The seat has new 
padding and a flatter shape that together offer 

Production of the new SuperSport 950 gets underway in Borgo Panigale

•  the Ducati road sports bike Ducati 
renews its aesthetics, electronics and 
richness of equipment

•  the new supersport 950 is the perfect 
choice for young riders looking for 
their first sports bike

•  available in dealerships from february 
2021 also in a depowered version for 
A2 license holders

better comfort and greater freedom of longitudinal 
movement, as well as allowing maximum control for the 
rider and plenty of room for the passenger. The height of the 
handlebars allows you to assume a sporty riding position 
without putting too much strain on your wrists, while the 
footrests are positioned so as not to fatigue the knees.

To improve the riding experience, both in town and out 
of town or on the track, also the standard version of the 
SuperSport 950 is equipped with the Quick Shift Up & Down. 
The new clutch control is now hydraulic, and the lever 
can be adjusted in distance from the handlebar, while the 
gearbox has been modified to facilitate the engagement of 
neutral when the bike is stationary and to ensure precise 
gear engagement.
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saVe tHe Date: 
2021 Ducati Team Official Presentation

We are pleased to inform you that on 
9th February at 4:00 PM (CET) the 2021 
Ducati Team Official Presentation will 
take place. Due to the undergoing 
pandemic situation, the event will be 
held virtually. You will be able to attend 
the presentation online on the Ducati 
website or Ducati’s Official YouTube channel.

The instrumentation of the SuperSport 950 family includes 
a new 4.3” full-TFT display. The graphics are characterized 
by a large round rev counter that shows the gear engaged 
in the centre and allows you to keep the most important 
information under control during sporty riding. The 
interface, inspired by that of the Panigale family, makes it 
easy to navigate the menu, adjust the settings and allows 
for more immediate identification of the selected Riding 
Mode.

The twin-cylinder Ducati Testastretta engine complies with 
Euro 5 homologation, maintaining maximum power and 
torque values of 110 hp at 9,000 rpm and 93 Nm at 6,500 
rpm respectively. The very fluid torque delivery makes the 
SuperSport 950 a bike capable of giving fun to experienced 
riders, but at the same time it is not intimidating for novice 
motorcyclists, making it the perfect choice for those 
wishing to enter the world of Borgo Panigale sports bikes. 
The SuperSport 950 is also available in a depowered 
version for A2 license holders.

The new SuperSport 950 is available in “Ducati Red” colour, 
while the S version is on sale in “Ducati Red” and “Arctic 
White Silk” and is enriched by sportier fully-adjustable 
Öhlins suspension with dedicated set-up and passenger 
seat cover.
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Borgo Panigale, Bologna, 1 February 2021 - 

All the Ducati Scrambler innovations for 2021 presented 
during the “Ducati World Première” are now available 

in Ducati network dealers (link to the press kit here). The 
models that enrich the “Land of Joy” are the new Ducati 
Scrambler Nightshift and Ducati Scrambler 1100 Dark PRO, 
together with the new colours for Ducati Scrambler Desert 
Sled and Ducati Scrambler Icon.

The arrival of the new models in dealers brings an end to 
an excellent 2020 for Ducati Scrambler, which with 9,265 
units delivered worldwide was the most sold family of 
motorcycles from the Borgo Panigale manufacturer during 
the year. Thanks to this result, the brand that makes sense 
of freedom, joy and self-expression its core values, has 
also passed the milestone of 80,000 motorcycles distributed 
globally, just 6 years after its creation.

Perfect for dreamers and for those who love nocturnal 
atmospheres, the new Ducati Scrambler Nightshift is an 
essential bike with a gutsy character, strongly inspired 
by the metropolitan world. The model is characterized by 
having narrow and straight handlebars with café racer 
mirrors, while the number plates and the absence of the 
rear mudguard give it a more aggressive tone. The bike is 
also equipped with a new two-seater saddle, comfortable 
for both the rider and the passenger and ideal for exploring 
the night without sacrificing the right amount of style.

Made with the aim of fully transmitting some typical 
elements of the Ducati Scrambler brand, such as purity, 
essentiality and a sense of freedom, the 1100 Dark PRO 
represents the entry-level model to the “Land of Joy” 
1100 range and it is the right bike to get on the saddle 
and conquer every road with a wealth of personality. 
Ducati Scrambler 1100 Dark PRO is an elegant and 
fully customizable motorcycle, characterized by “Dark 
Stealth” livery, combined with a tubular steel frame and an 
aluminium rear sub-frame, both in black.

The new livery that distinguishes the Ducati Scrambler 
Desert Sled is instead a tribute to the enduro bikes of the 
‘80s. The golden rims are combined with the “Sparking 
Blue” colour scheme, enriched by white and red details on 
the tank and on the mudguards. The bike is also equipped 
with a new non-slip coating for the saddle, which together 
with 200 mm fork travel and the headlight grille, underline 
its true off-road character, making it the ideal choice for 
those who want to get off the asphalt roads to tackle 
adventurous new routes.

For 2021, the unmistakable Ducati Scrambler Icon is also 
available in sporty “Ducati Red” livery, alongside the 
classic “62 Yellow” with black frame and black saddle.

With the entry into the range of the new 2021 bikes, the 
Ducati Scrambler family is now even more complete, 
ranging in a variety of styles and meeting the different 

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS

All the new bikes of the Ducati Scrambler
2021 range available in dealerships

•  Ducati scrambler nightshift, Ducati scrambler 1100 
Dark PrO models and the new Desert Sled and Icon 
colours are available in Ducati network dealers

•  With 9,265 units delivered in 2020, Ducati scrambler 
ends the year as Ducati’s best-selling family of 
motorcycles

•  6 years after the 
creation of the 
“Land of Joy”, 
more than 80,000 
enthusiasts have 
chosen the Ducati 
Scrambler brand
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MYErS CrEEk rOAD  
MOTOrCYCLE  SAFETY 
IMPrOVEMENTS
Location: Healesville, Toolangi
Type: Road  Status: Complete

We’ve made Myers Creek Road 
safer, with funding from the Transport 
Accident Commissions’ Motorcycle 
Levy Program.

Project update - January 2021
We’ve made it safer for motorcycle 
riders on Myers Creek Road by 
delivering a number of important 
safety improvements. 

Works commenced in Sept 2020 and 
were completed in early 2021. 

We would like to thank the community 
for their patience during these works.

About the project
The 22km Myers Creek Road between 
Healesville and Toolangi is a popular 
riding route which has been identified 
for further infrastructure upgrades to 
create a safer riding environment for 
motorcyclists. 

In the last 5 years leading up to 
2020, there has been 16 motorcycle 
crashes with 2 of these crashes 
resulting in fatalities and 9 which 
resulted in serious injuries. 

To improve safety for motorcyclists, 
we: 
•  installed protective features on 

existing guard fences
•  patched and repaired cracks in 

the pavement and sealed gravel 
sections of the road

•  installed advisory speed signs and 
yellow curve advisory signs

•  improved line-marking
•  installed new guide posts

Motorcycle Levy Program
The Motorcycle Safety Levy Program 
is a program of works funded by a 
levy on motorcyclists separate to 
yearly registration fees. The funds 
from this Levy go directly to initiatives 
to improve the safety of riders. These 
initiatives include on-road and non-
road related projects.

The funding of on-road infrastructure 
treatments aims to reduce future 
crashes at locations where there has 
been a history of motorcycle crashes.

Too many motorcycle riders are dying 
or being seriously injured on our 
roads - and it is the responsibility of 
all of us, both drivers and riders, to 
change this.

Motorcyclists make up 1% of total 
road traffic, but 19% of all road user 
deaths. We’re asking both drivers 
and riders to look out for each other 
on the road as we all work towards 
a future where no one is seriously 
injured or killed on our roads.

For further information on projects 
funded from the levy, please refer to 
the VicRoads’ motorcycle safety levy

Get in touch
If you have any questions or would 
like to know more about the project, 
please get in touch.

Email: mse_mail@roads.vic.gov.au

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS
needs of all enthusiasts of the brand. The complete family 
is now composed as follows: Icon, Icon Dark, Desert Sled, 
Nightshift, 1100 PRO range in PRO, Sport PRO and Dark PRO 
variants. All models are equipped with Ducati Multimedia 
System, the infotainment system that enables the connection of 
the motorcycle with the smartphone and the helmet earpiece.

A video made using stop-motion technology has been shared on 
the digital and social channels of Ducati Scrambler, retracing 
the success achieved in these last 6 years and telling the entire 
philosophy and strength of the “Land of Joy” community, which 
is preparing for a 2021 full of projects and activities.

Ducati Scrambler brand re-interprets the values of the iconic 
two-wheeler Ducati family, whose first model was born in Borgo 
Panigale in 1962 and quickly became a worldwide success. 
Free-spirited, go-getting and non-conformist, it’s not a mere 
motorcycle, it’s a veritable lifestyle.

All information on the innovations and future projects is 
available on the Ducati Scrambler website and on the Instagram 
page @scramblerducati.
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Streetfighter V4 vs V4S
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vT96gqsmoM4

Ducati 

Tube

Multistrada V4S first look
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc6Myk1-xpQ

Multistrada V4S comparison to Multistrada 1260S
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2djkc1D-yrA

Contact Steve – 0435 838 119 Blackburn, Victoria

• Wet and dry media blasting of parts 
and components

• Variety of media available for alloy 
or ferrous

• Aggressive or gentle cleaning with 
choices of final finishes

• Prompt turnaround
• Competitive rates

PARTS CLEANING

VAPORBLAST VAPORBLAST 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vT96gqsmoM4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc6Myk1-xpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2djkc1D-yRA 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vT96gqsmoM4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc6Myk1-xpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2djkc1D-yRA 
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Race Center - 342B Albert Street Brunswick, VIC 
www.racecenter.com.au   0457 195 630 

• Suspension and Handling Experts 
• Track day mentoring and coaching  

• Quality Road Bike Servicing 
• Performance and Dyno Tuning 
• Race and Track Bike Specialist 

• Performance parts sales 
 

Passion for Excellence, Road and 
Track 

Proud affiliation with the Ducati Owners Club of 
Victoria  

from page 13 – the mystery club identity is of course: 
Lee Wright

Ray Condello

David Denham

Stu Hosking

Ian Howie

Pit Ming Leung

Pawan Pabba Venkat

David Pak

Shane Pappas

Michael Skinner

New Members

Welcome

Gear review request
Bought a nice piece of gear lately? Happy with it?  
Like to tell members about it? Please do!  
Feel free to send us a quick 5 minute review:

•  What is it? Website?  •  Where to get it?
•  How much did it cost?   •  Why is it good?
•  Suggestions for use?  •   Can it be improved?
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test sitting streetfighter V4s.

Briefing before heading off.

sound check streetfighter V4s.

Gav’s Bye Bye COVID19 Ride  
20 Dec 2020  
Photos: Peter Varalla

G A V ’ S  R I D E
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Lunch at the noojee Hotel.

Lunch at the noojee Hotel.

Lunch at the noojee Hotel.

admiring the streetfighter V4s. more admiring of the streetfighter V4s.
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S T R A T h B O G I E  R I D E

Geoff’s New Year Strathbogie Ride  
02 Jan 2021  
Words by Geoff Salmon
Photos: Geoff Salmon & Garry Elphinstone

The day started from Healesville as a party of 10. It was 
half the complement of last year, led at short notice 
by Paul van Vugt while yours truly was vacationing in 

Epworth, and double the number in 2019 when we had 40 
degree weather. The formula for success is never certain 
but there was at least some response to a Saturday ride.

Riding conditions were good – warm, mostly sunny and 
low wind – but uncompelling for our intended swim at Polly 
Mcquinn Weir. Plan B was activated which extended the 
ride to Euroa and Strathbogie proper. We still had a picnic 
stop at Polly Mcquinn but kept it short to beat the threat of 
rain.

Mark Slater and partner Helen were surprise faces in a 
meet and greet at lunch. Mark rode his Triumph while Helen 
drove the car with kayak and mum. 

I am always pleased to report no incidents or tickets, 
just wholesome enjoyment! A pub finish at Kinglake was 
omitted owing to darkening, nimbus clouds by that stage.

Phil Currie was the only soul to get a wet tail, choosing to 
visit family at Panton Hill on the way home. He paid a price 
for his sisterly love with rain all the way to Redhill. Garry too 
had the misfortune to return home to a flooded garage – a 
2 hour clean-up while the rest of us were sucking down 
cherry colas.

Thank you Neil Larson who investigated and reported 
on Plan C. The temptation of riding to the lookout at Mt 
Wombat was dismissed on the strength of Neil’s recce of 
conditions on the previous day. He did make it in his 2wd 
ute though. Thank you also to Flavio who acted as tail end 
Charlie. Pleased to see Flavio minus his moon boot and 
back to full strength – it had been that long.

And just like Forrest Gump “that’s all I have to say about 
that”.

Member Bike

Phil Currie Multi 1100

Garry Elphinstone Moto Guzzi Griso 1200

Russ Evans ST2

Hugh Francis Monster 821

Kathy Hodge Multi 1200

Stu Hosking V4 Streetfighter

Geoff Salmon ST4s

Mark Slater/ Helen Cronin Triumph Tiger 800

John Willis/ Lou Tickner Multi 1200 Enduro

Flavio Zamparo Multi 950
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made it home just before the rain.
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D O C V  B B Q

New Year Xmas BBQ  
Caulfield Park – 17 Jan 2021  
Words by Melanie reynolds
Photos: russ Murray & Matthias Siegel

Social Events kick off again in 2021

Finally, after what feels like a lifetime, we can gather 
again in numbers.  And so the annual January BBQ 
was a little different this year to celebrate surviving 

2020!

About 40 people gathered in Caulfield Park at the Aviary 
Garden Rotunda for a Sunday lunch on a beautiful sunny 
Sunday.  Being a Sunday, rather than the traditional after 
work Tuesday affair, gave those people who are based a 
little further out of the city the opportunity to jump on their 
bikes and join in the frivolity, as well as allowing for families 

to also come along.  And the kids that did come made the 
most of the playground just next door!  And it was a great 
way to meet some new members 

A good day was had by all and I hope everyone enjoyed the 
provided sausages and salads.

Big thanks to Peter K for doing all the groundwork, to all the 
BBQ chefs (Peter, John, Geoff and anyone else I missed) 
and to Joe and Mel for making the salads.

Same again next year?
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D O C V  B B Q
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It is a big World out there that is full of exciting places to explore and experience.
Whether you are taking off for work or play, it helps to have someone on your side.  
Someone with the insight, expertise and passion to get you where you want to be.

Working closely with you to create a tailor-made trip that is as individual as you are.

Discounts Available to DOCV
Members.... Any Trip, Any Time

25% off Travel Insurance
5% off Group and Coach Touring

5% Off Package Holidays
5% off Cruising Packages

No booking fees on International flight
only bookings

Some conditions do apply - please contact us
for more details

Motorcycle Touring
Flights
Accommodation 
Group and Coach Tours
Special Interest groups
Adventure Tours
Tailor Made packages 

Family Holidays
Tailor Made Charity
and  Voluntourism
Cruising
Visas
Travel Insurance
Corporate Travel

www.goexploreworld.com
info@goexploreworld.com

P: 0425 753 349
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B A W  B A W  R I D E

It’s Wednesday. The weather is fine and dry - a warm 
22C predicted for the day. And yes, it’s a midweek ride 
day which makes it all the more appealing. Today’s ride 

is being led by Geoff Salmon (G1) and so you know it’s 
going be a cracker of a ride, well organized, well planned 
and well executed. A good-sized group (14) turns up at 
the usual spot at Butler’s Pantry and listens intently to the 
comprehensive briefing.

It’s 9.35 and time to depart. We head off with a twist at 
the beginning of the ride - a tour through Cardinia Dam 
which is something different and interesting. Different and 
interesting are hallmarks of a G1 ride.  As we meander our 
way through the twisting backroads via Emerald, we stop 
at a great bakery in Gladysdale just before 11am. Nice 
veranda to sit on and enjoy a chat over coffee break. Great 
selection of sandwiches and pasties if you are feeling 
hungry. 

The ambulances guys show up for morning tea as they 
apparently do every day. The paramedic says “it’s great to 
see a group of motorbike riders dressed in good protective 
gear. You must be a responsible group.” “Yes we are”, 
I reply with honesty – we are the Ducati Club mid-week 
riders – the more mature element of the club. We ride 
responsibly with a more leisurely pace – that’s what mid-
week rides are all about. 

Mt Baw Baw Mid-Week Ride  
January 2021  
Words & Photos: Peter Wilson

Rider Bike

Oliver Barrett Multi 1200s

Paul Bartley Monster S2R 800

Phil Currie Multi 1100s

John Grogan Monster 821

Chris Hodge X-Diavel  S

Kathy Hodge Multi 1200s

Brad Keifer KTM 1090

Glen Loechel BMW 1200 GS

Armando Mercuri Multi 

David Norris ST2

Mike Robinson Monster S4Rs

Geoff Salmon ST4s

Mischa Temple Multi 1200s

Peter Wilson Multi 1200s

Flavio Zamparo Multi 950

mischa.
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Time to head off. We’re making our way to Mount Baw Baw 
via Noojee. The roads are great and scenery is beautiful. 
We pass the Noojee Pub but we’re not stopping there today. 
However, we pick up  Chris Hodge, who joined, taking the 
group to 15. The ride from Noojee to Mount Baw Baw is 67 
kms of winding, twisting roads. Hardly any cars, but lots of 
bark on the road. Luckily, the weather is dry and sunny.

We arrive at the summit just before 1pm. Not many people 
there and the views are fantastic. We’ve got the restaurant 
to ourselves. The food’s a little bit lacking. – perhaps we 
should have picked up some sandwiches at Gladysdale 
and had a picnic on the summit. Still it’s good to support the 
local community – they need it.

Paul Bartley advises that he has mechanical problems with 
his Monster S2R 800 – a suspected broken gear selector 
return spring. A mechanical problem with a Ducati – how 
strange.  The RACV comes to the rescue and he makes it 
home by 6.15pm which isn’t too bad.

Lunch is over - time to head down to Nar Nar Goon. But 
as we do, we shred off riders at Noojee and Neerim South 
where we refueled.  By the time the group arrived at Nar 
Nar Goon, only five remained on the official ride. The group 
enjoyed 45 minutes of reminiscing of how great midweek 
riding is and then everyone heads off home.

Mid-week riding is one of the real pleasures of being part 
of the DOCV. If you haven’t joined one, then make sure you 
book one into your calendar.

Well done, G1 – another exhibition of great ride leadership.  
Well done to Armando Mercuri for another excellent job at 
being Tail End Charlie. You have got to take your hat off to 
Armando - 79 years old. 90,000 Km’s on his Multi 1260 Pikes 
Peak - an inspiration and something for all of us to aspire 
to. Thanks to everyone who turned up for the ride – it is you 
who make the day a most enjoyable outing.

Lunch.

table 4.

Waiting, waiting.
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Vast Outdoors has all the the clothing and 
equipment you could want for your adventures. 
Everything we sell is designed to be light, 
durable, and functional.

Our thermal clothing comes from the best 
brands in the world and is made using the best 
materials available.

We also have a great range of clothing and 
footwear to keep you warm and dry when your 
adventures don't involve a motorcycle.

We have the best waterproof duffle bags, 
packing systems to organise your luggage, 
and security products to ensure it stays where 
you leave it.

Call in for more info

25% off  
full price items for 
DOCV Members

880 Nepean Hwy, Hampton East 3188 
03 9555 7811 | sales@vastoutdoors.com.au
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R A l p h I N O  V E R D E  A W A R D  W I N N E R S  R E p R I N T

Tiger Hunt - Day 7  
Queenstown to Queenstown (via 
Corinna)  

Words and pictures Geoff (G2) Zippel 
Photos Evan rubenstein and Matthias Siegel

As the previous night faded into the new day with the 
gentle click of pool balls on a dodgy table, old dogs 
were teaching young pups a few new tricks in the 

grand old lady of the West – the Empire Hotel (look it up – I 
understand it’s got a magnificent handcrafted staircase 
made from local blackwood that’s National Trust listed and 
universally admired – all I know is it’s the closest pub to 
Silver Hills motel, has Kilkenny and Guinness on tap, and 
the pool table was not built by the same craftsmen as the 
staircase!). Welcome to Queenstown.

One of the things to look forward to on Tiger Hunt is a two-
night stay. No need to try to jam everything back into the 
bags and onto the bike the next morning, which means a bit 
more sleep-in, and less lost socks. Also, less weight on the 
bike for the return ride. Today would have us exploring the 
west, along some more amazing roads and scenery, and for 
bonus points, a bit of dirt for all. 

The day started in overcast but otherwise perfect 
conditions for the morning briefing.  The ride leader, 
Gavin Hodge along with John Willis promised they had 
made arrangements for the forecast rain and storms to be 
delayed just long enough for us to have a dry return that 
night. We live in hope and trust in the favours Gavin and 
John had been able to call in! Briefing was straightforward 
until Jeff McLachlan demonstrated his under-riding attire 
to the assembled masses. Fishnets just after breakfast 
(without warning) had everyone rushing for a quick 
departure. Lou spent the next couple of days in shock, 
searching for an explanation that just doesn’t exist, and she 
is likely still undergoing counselling to dispel re-occurring 
visions of black mesh.

A quick blat across to Strahan for coffee is a hell of a 
way to start any day. Stunning, magnificent – insert your 
favourite descriptor here.  The arrival in coastal Strahan 
village for a coffee becomes an anti-climax. I could head 

back to the Empire and its wonky pool table happy from just 
this ride, but I know there’s more, much more, to come.

Suitably caffeinated, and with the searing image of dropped 
dacks and fishnets over mounds of flesh finally receding, it’s 
on to the “transport stage” through Zeehan to the Corinna 
turn-off. Still great roads, with great scenery. Not as much 
dead wildlife also made the roads less treacherous and the 
smell of trees was a whole lot better than bloated wallaby. 
The plan was to split at this turn-off, with the dirty group 
going ahead to make the first Pieman Ferry voyage, thus 
saving the whole group time. Great in theory, however 
within the first couple of km Lorry decided to invent a new 
trail alongside the existing dirt road. BMW riders always 
want to be different! After a quick stop to haul him out of 
the drain, we were off again to meet the ferry (well, that’s 
what they call it. I’ve seen bigger tinnies catching flathead 
on the bay), for the first successful crossing of the Pieman 
River.

Everyone made it safely across the ferry for a great lunch 
at the Corrina Wilderness café. They did a terrific job in 
managing good meals quickly, leaving us well fed and 
ready for the afternoon’s adventures. Highly recommend 
the place. We also learnt the “Tarkine Wave”. Hunters 
discovered all the flies in the world were holidaying at the 
same place as us! Despite being a beautiful day, we all 
huddled inside, behind the flywire doors.

Post-lunch the group split again, with around a dozen of 
us doing more gravel to Savage River, planning to regroup 
again at Tullah or Roseberry. The off-road capabilities and 
supple suspension(!!) of the Monster again came to the 
fore (why do I keep making bloody stupid decisions?) as we 
hit the gravel and corrugations, with the few purpose-built 
adventure bikes and all the dirty riders having a ball in the 
slippery stuff.

strahan for coffee.picturesque strahan.
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We arrived in Roseberry to discover the junior member of 
Dad’s Army, Private Pike (aka Thom Wilson) had decided to 
embark on independent maneuvers, also going in search 
of some dirt experience, albeit halfway around a tight 
corner on the bitumen. A quick foray into the ditch, avoiding 
a couple of outcrops of large rocks, thankfully delivered 
nothing more than a bruised thumb/wrist, a very stiff 
leg, damaged ego, and a broken indicator on the Honda. 
Initiation into DOCV complete; welcome Thom! Triage by 
Kathie and Jamie suggested a ride in the brightly coloured 
van with lights on the roof to the nearest medico for a 
check-up made sense rather than risking the ride, with 
Jamie offering to stay with the bike.

Unfortunately messed up communications had the rest 
of the group thinking a truck had been sent to pick up the 
bike, so while we had cool drinks in Roseberry, Jamie 
was left to listen to the banjos tuning up as the day grew 
very long. Once reality was sorted, Oliver and I jumped on 
his Multi for a quick run to pick up the Honda and ride it 
out, plus let Jamie escape. Typical of these bloody selfish 
millennials, Thom’s voyage of discovery was about as far 

from civilisation as you can get in Tassie – it felt like a 
solid 10 beers away, on the back of a Multi being ridden by 
someone old enough to know better! Four things I learnt 
from that experience:

1. Riders do not make good pillion passengers 
2.  As pillion I felt like I needed to buy Oliver a cocktail 

every time he jumped on the brakes – which was often. 
My forearms were like Popeye’s after a can of quality 
spinach, from holding the grab rails with a strength I 
never knew I possessed. The incentive of keeping me and 
Oliver separated by more than riding suits was a strong 
driving force!!

3.  I have new-found admiration for pillions – you’re either 
very brave, or bat-shit crazy …

4. I don’t want to do it again

The ride out was much improved. Acting like a kid, Oliver 
immediately jumped onto the Honda, gripped the clip-ons 
with vengeance, and with visions of being on his Fauxcati 
again, was gone! As was Jamie, keen to put distance 
between him and his piece of roadside, leaving me sitting 

Dirt Devotee gavin Hodge.  Dirt Devotee geoff Zippel. Dirt Devotee Jeff mcLachlan. Dirt Devotee peter Wilson.

Waiting for the Corinna ferry. on the ferry.

R A l p h I N O  V E R D E  A W A R D  W I N N E R S  R E p R I N T
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alone in the bush on the Multi wondering how the hell to 
activate the flight deck on this keyless behemoth. Both my 
“brothers” were gone without even a glance over their 
respective shoulders. So much for “leave no-one behind”! 
The banjos were getting louder. After randomly jabbing at 
buttons for what seemed an eternity, the battleship came 
to life. I raced to catch up, not wanting to miss a replay 
of Oliver’s famous Phillip Island Fauxcati step off. It didn’t 
happen … Another learning – Multi’s are comfortable. 
And competent. And when you put your knitting away and 
pop the cup of English Breakfast back on its saucer in the 
cupholder and actually ride it, they’re bloody quick.

All ended well back at Queenstown. Thom got the all-clear. 
The Honda was returned in one piece and Oliver prised 
from the seat grinning like a maniac, then it was loaded into 
what was emerging as the most critical part of the trip –the 
Amarock ute with gun driver and rebuilder of the fallen, 
Clelia. Chris had lots of practice loading bikes of all sizes. 
This trio should be mandatory on all future club rides.

Quick scrub up, and it was off to the Last Supper – our 
group dinner at the motel restaurant. Great dinner, great 

company – and a chance for the group to thank the brilliant 
organizer, Geoff Salmon, for yet another sensational, 
flawlessly organised, Tiger Hunt. It was also a chance to 
thank the others who had done so much to make the trip 
work – Kathy Hodge for a huge amount behind the scenes, 
same with Neil Robinson for his support. Gav Hodge, 
Orlando Iluffi and John Willis for ride-lead roles. Armando 
Mercuri who has taken to his role with a vengeance and 
become the worlds-best TEC, and Jeff McLachlan for back-
up TEC duties (plus with him back there we didn’t have to 
be reminded of the fishnets!). And all the un-named others 
who contributed in a myriad of ways.

To finish off the evening, those with any humour and/or 
creativity left used the kids crayons and tablecloths to pen 
such DOCV wonders as “Daredevils On Classy Vehicles”; 
“Don’t Overestimate Corner Velocity”; and “Don’t Order 
Curried Vegetables”. With that, and the wine supply being 
turned off, it was definitely time for bed!

Dirt Devotees John Willis and Lou Lou. Dirt Devotee andrew pulgiese. Dirt Devotee evan rubeinstein.

Lunch Corrina Wilderness cafe. grant thanks tour organiser extraordinaire geoff .

Dirt Devotee grant mcCormack.
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D O C V  E V E N T S

Changes to details and new events may be added 
after Desmoto goes to press, so please check  

www.docv.org and the DOCV Facebook page for the 
latest info before the event.

Please check the docv.org website for any registration 
requirements – some rides require registration to 

ensure adequate catering for meals, etc.

All rides leave on time. Arrive at least 30 minutes 
earlier for a coffee with a full tank. Thanks!

DOCV EVENTS

14 FEB 2021
DOG ride (Dirty Oliver & Glenn)
https://www.docv.org/event-4122773
Getting Down And Dirty With Glenn & Oliver.
Departing from The Butlers Pantry Rowville. 14th Feb 21.
The roads will be normal car/motorcycle use unsealed, 
interspersed with transit sealed sections.
If you decide along the way that you have had enough of the 
unsealed, there will be sealed alternatives.
Suitable for all types who don’t mind the back end sliding and 
the front end shaking

16 FEB 2021
February General Meeting
https://www.docv.org/event-4122759
This is a limited capacity event.
And we are back!  Back to the Manningham that is.  That’s 
right, our General Meetings can go back to being in person :-)
We are limited in numbers to keep within the capacity limits at 
the Manningham so you will have to register for the meetings.  
This means you will not be able to turn up on the night if you 
haven’t registered and we are at capacity.
We will try and keep the GoogleMeet option going as well so 
members not so close to the Manningham can still join us.  
We’ll just have to try and get the technology to work (insert 
crossed fingers and toes here!) 
Just click this link to access the meeting and it should open in 
your preferred web browser.  
https://meet.google.com/wcg-dpec-svj

26 FEB 2021
Mark’s Duck Soup FrIDAY ride
https://www.docv.org/event-4138738

Note the date for this ride has changed from Wednesday 24 
to Friday 26. It is the closest date that fits with ride Supremo 
Mark Slater’s altered work situation. 
The plan involves us travelling closer to Mark rather than 
another of his 600+ km efforts to lead a ride from Eaglehawk. 
The day is a loop that starts and finishes at United Fuel, 
Macedon. The servo is officially on Black Forest Drive aka 
Macedon-Woodend Rd aka Old Calder Hwy. Take the C322 
Macedon exit if coming by freeway from Melbourne. Coffee is 
available at Red Door Cafe, part of the servo layout.
Expect a thoughtful route that takes in the foothills on both falls 
of the Great Dividing Range. Smoko is at Meredith and lunch at 
Newstead. Possibly duck soup is on the menu but who knows 
with Mark and his ride names?
The aim is to complete the day at Macedon by 4 pm.
Enquiries: Mark Slater 0400346888 or mark@scratchpad.info

6-8 MAr 2021
Mini Turismo 2021
https://www.docv.org/event-4153389
This is a limited capacity event.
Day 1: Depart Pakenham McDonalds 9am, destination Dargo.
Day 2: We shall head east after traveling south with a lunch 
stop at the Bruthen Pub.
Following lunch a visit to Metung then a few back roads, then 
onto Dargo for another night.
For those that need more “of a spin” a quick trip to Grant 
turnoff and back may be in order.
Day 3: Monday sees us pack our bags for the return to 
Pakenham and a Big Mac.
Couples registration – $340.00
Singles registration – $145.00

13 MAr 2021
Broadford Fun Day
https://www.docv.org/event-4156529
This is a limited capacity event.
A Saturday - now open for registration!

Want to kick off the 2021 Fun Day season on the new(ish) 
Broadford track surface.  Here’s your chance!  This will be our 
only Fun Day at Broadford this year so make sure you make the 
most of it.  
It will be run under an MV permit as we have done before so if 
you do not have a current annual MA licence you will need to 

https://www.docv.org/event-4122773
https://www.docv.org/event-4122759
https://meet.google.com/wcg-dpec-svj
https://www.docv.org/event-4138738
mailto:mark%40scratchpad.info?subject=
https://www.docv.org/event-4153389
https://www.docv.org/event-4156529
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Your DoCV Committee – who to contact if you need help or advice:

President Vice President/
membership Secretary Treasurer Club Captain Desmoto Editor Spares  /  

Club Permits

Mel Reynolds Rachael Alexander Peter Kadaras  Evan Rubenstein Joe Ruspandini Matthias Siegel  Daryl Grant

All club matters Membership,
Stands in for Pres

Meeting minutes, 
official documents

Payments,
accounts

Rides and  
Fun Days

Desmoto,
advertising

Spares, tools
and advice

pres@docv.org vicepres@docv.org sec@docv.org treas@docv.org captain@docv.org editor@docv.org spares@docv.org

purchase a one event licence.  But if you are planning on doing 
4 or more track days throughout the year it’s worth considering 
getting yourself an annual licence to save some $.
More details will be available shortly about services available 
on the day.

20-21 MAr 2021
Armando’s Gourmet Mystery Overnighter
https://www.docv.org/event-4151143
This is a limited capacity event.Price is for accomodation only.
Saturday lunch stop, mystery of course,
Saturday overnight stop and gourmet meal, mystery of course,
Sunday, you guessed it, mystery of course
Finishing point, mystery of course, but within 60km of the 
butlers pantry.
Ride leader Glenn Loechel
Motel accomm, (don’t want anymore pubs to burn down)

23 MAr 2021, 8PM
March General Meeting at Mornington Ducati
https://www.docv.org/event-4122763
This is a limited capacity event.
For something different our March meeting will be hosted by 
Mornington Ducati. So we can all see each other in person :-) 
But note that this will be a week later than our usual meeting.
We will also be joined by Alana Baratto from Ducati ANZ and 
Emma Notarfranceso, Ducati’s latest brand ambassador.
Please ensure you register for this event so that we can 
manage numbers within the current COVID capacity limits.

24 MAr 2021
Alexandra Midweek ride: Take 2
https://www.docv.org/event-4140248
The ride departs Butler’s Pantry at 9:30 am and is a full morning 
to Alexandra via Warburton, Marysville and Eildon. Lunch 
venue is Alexandra’s corner pub. There’ll be a coffee/glutton 
stop at Marysville en route. Finish is Healesville for a distance 
of 275 km plus commutes.

Plenty of twisty stuff and at a pace suited to most. No planned 
fuel stop before Alex (205 km) so start with a full tank, as 
always.
Joining the ride at Marysville is feasible for those who want to 
arrange it.
Enquiries: Geoff 0408533152 or gsalmon@bigpond.net.au

11 APr 2021
Garry’s red Plate ride - ridem Don’t Hide them
https://www.docv.org/event-4156311
Get those Red Plate classics out, Ride-em Dont Hide Them
Details to come but will be an easy day out through the hills 
stopping for Lunch at Noojee
All other details TBA

19 APr 2021
Phillip Island Fun Day
https://www.docv.org/event-4131425
This is a limited capacity event.
If Broadford wasn’t enough for you then make sure you also 
add the Phillip Island Fun Day into your diary.
Early Bird pricing will be available for the first 3 weeks before 
prices go up again so jump on early to save yourself some $.
It will be run under an MV permit as we have done before so if 
you do not have a current annual MA licence you will need to 
purchase a one event licence.  But if you are planning on doing 
4 or more track days throughout the year it’s worth considering 
getting yourself an annual licence to save some more $.
Details of services available on the day will be confirmed 
shortly.
And yes, we’ve put an order in for good weather.  If you 
remember 2020 (the year that nearly was) the day we had 
booked in early May was a perfect day for riding so we’ve 
asked for the same again :-)
We will also arrange the usual dinner in Cowes on Sunday 
night as a separate event so keep your eyes out for that one.
early Bird member registration with Day licence – $260
early Bird non-member registration with Day licence – $275

https://www.docv.org/event-4151143
https://www.docv.org/event-4122763
https://www.docv.org/event-4140248
mailto:gsalmon%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
https://www.docv.org/event-4156311
https://www.docv.org/event-4131425
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1. ride Your Own ride/Pace: 
The DOCV has riders of many differing skill levels as we 
have no minimum standard of skill required to join (other 
than a valid motorcycle license). 

Do not try and follow someone who is riding above YOUR 
comfortable pace as you may not be able to react to an 
emergency situation as well as they can. If you are pushing 
your limits trying to keep up, you are more likely to come to 
grief and possibly hurt others. The club would rather wait 
for you than you have an accident. 

Know your own limits and ride to them!

3. Corner Marking: 
Firstly, the ‘Lead’ rider and ‘Tail End Charlie’ (TEC) rider/s, 
plus any variation to the standard corner making system, 
are discussed at the riders briefing in the morning. So pay 
attention!

Upon approaching an intersection or turn-off that moves 
away from the current route, the lead rider signals to the 
second rider in the group to stop and wait with their bike 
clearly pointing in the new direction. Only once all other 
riders have passed and the TEC arrives may the corner 
marker move on and so on and so on. 

If something needs to be communicated to a corner marker, 
pull over and TELL them. You NEVER leave the corner till the 
TEC comes through and the TEC does not pass anyone. 

If you pull up at a T intersection and no one is there, STOP. 
It is easier to phone someone rather than trying to find 
someone heading in the wrong direction. 

When on a big ride with lots of turn-off’s the leader rider 
may pull over to regroup. If he stays on the bike, helmet 
and gloves on, do the same. It usually means that we’ll be 
continuing shortly.

5. Formation: 
Formation is mostly used in transit sections and is the way 
everyone rides staggered on alternate sides within a lane, 
one bike in the right hand wheel track, the other, behind and 
in the left hand wheel track and so on. For safety, as the 
speeds rise, so should the gap between riders. 

DO NOT ride side by side in the same lane. Keep to your 
side of the road. Do not move to the other side of the road 
before a corner (even on unmarked roads), it can lead to 
accidents from vehicles coming the other way or from 
someone overtaking you.

2. Petrol: 
When meeting in the morning for a ride, you are expected 
to have a FULL tank of petrol. If one fills up at a servo, we all 
fill up. Use the lead rider as a guide. 

4. Overtaking: 
Riding in a group can be heaps of fun, but it’s also important 
to remember those around for you. All we ask is that you 
have consideration for the whole group when riding. If a 
rider has caught up to you in a twisty section and they have 
their indicator on they are asking nicely to overtake you, 
so help them out, move to the left of your lane (if safe to 
do so) and kick them through. They are most likely quicker 
and would rather not overtake you in a dangerous spot/
manner. And do not race them to the next corner, this is 
very dangerous and will not be tolerated. 

BE PATIENT when you catch up to another rider, especially 
as they will most likely be letting you through momentarily. 
Most reckless overtaking moves happen because someone 
is rushing or trying to keep up. 

Most importantly, NEVER overtake on the left of someone in 
a single lane, only overtake on the right. When overtaking 
someone within the group don’t cut back immediately (if 
possible) and spray them with stones from the centre of the 
road. Avoid overtaking other bikes within the group at high 
speed. They often don’t see you coming and it frightens the 
crap out of them. When passing cars try to avoid overtaking 
as a group. The lead rider may judge their ‘overtake’ so that 
they can pass safely, but it may leave you hung out to dry on 
the wrong side of the road.

6. New members: 
For your first ride, the easiest place to start the day is at 
the back of the pack, regardless of how good a rider you 
may think you are. You most likely will have no idea of what 
people are doing or how fast they are capable of going, so 
this will save you from getting into a sticky situation. 

If you are comfortably keeping up, you can slowly move 
through the pack till you find someone who rides at the 
same pace as you, and generally, this will be a good 
place to stay. Try and avoid overtaking everyone in transit 
sections if it means holding them up in the next twisty 
section.

DUCATI OWNERS CLUB VICTORIA

Riding Etiquette
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