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G21 SUPPORTS THE REGION:

 h as the Regional Strategic Planning Committee

 h as a forum identifying and discussing issues

 h by encouraging the delivery of key projects

 h by focusing on improving the lives of our 
region’s people

 h with more than 300 people from the 
community leading projects across eight 
‘pillars’ - arts, heritage and culture, economic 
development, education and training, planning 
and services, health and wellbeing, transport, 
environment, and sport and recreation.

 h Addressing Disadvantage
 h Armstrong Creek Urban  

Growth Area
 h Avalon Airport
 h Central Geelong Revitalisation
 h Convention and Exhibition 

Centre
 h Geelong Cultural Precinct
 h Geelong Ring Road  

Connections

 h Geelong Secondary Schools and 
Community Digital Learning Hub

 h GMHBA Stadium  
Redevelopment - Stage 5

 h Great Ocean Road
 h Portarlington Safe Harbour
 h Port of Geelong Growth
 h Regional Motocross Facility
 h Regional Rail Connections
 h Waterfront Geelong -  

Safe Harbour Precinct

G21 is seeking funding or other support for 
priority regional projects during 2019:

G21 - GEELONG REGION ALLIANCE 
BRINGING THE REGION TOGETHER

G21 IS THE FORMAL ALLIANCE OF GOVERNMENT,  
BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS,  
WORKING TOGETHER TO IMPROVE PEOPLE’S LIVES IN  
THE G21 REGION - COLAC OTWAY, GOLDEN PLAINS, 
GREATER GEELONG, QUEENSCLIFFE AND SURF COAST.

G21 BOARD IN CANBERRA FOR MEETINGS AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE Find out more about our work - www.G21.com.au

GREAT OCEAN ROADCENTRAL GEELONG REVITALISATION

G21 GEELONG REGION ALLIANCE  
03 5227 4000   E   G21info@G21.com.au
G21_Geelong       G21 Geelong Region Alliance
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• Executive/Permanent and Labour Hire Recruitment

• A  rentices and Trainees

• Youth Em loyment (Transition to Work) Program

• ParentsNext Pre-em loyment Program

• Disability Em loyment Services

• jobactive

We specialise in:
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CREATIVE, commiited and with a proud sense of 
community, the Geelong region is home to countless 
success stories.

As ever, this edition of Our Place showcases the many
individuals and organisations who are pivotal to that 
ongoing successes.

As a Government, we too are very proud to invest in
this region — and in the people who call it home.

That means backing local jobs and local businesses, 
including ensuring that this proud city is central to our 
state’s burgeoning renewables industry.

That also means supporting the next generation of 
Geelong’s talent, with Free TAFE and our upgrades to local 
schools.

And that means building the roads and rail that 
connect this singular region to the rest of our state.

These investments build on the outstanding work and
dedication of the Geelong region’s local communities.

I’d like to commend this publication and everyone who
plays a leading role in ensuring this city’s many successes.

I look forward to celebrating even more in the years to
come.

The Hon Daniel Andrews MP
Premier Victoria

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E M I E R

OUR Place magazine provides a window into the 
progressive can-do approach of our region.

The creative, innovative people of our region are 
forging bold new directions in business, research, 
education and lifestyle.

Our five municipalities working cooperatively as the 
G21 – Geelong Region Alliance is a major strength.

The geographically diverse region is demonstrating 
that it is possible to combine successfully economic 
progress, responsible growth, heritage values, a healthy 
environment and a relaxed lifestyle.

Read on to discover for yourself the unique mix of 
employment, education, health and investment 
advantages the G21 region offers.

Cr Bruce Harwood, Mayor, City of Greater Geelong
Cr Rose Hodge, Mayor, Surf Coast Shire
Cr Bob Merriman, Mayor, Borough of Queenscliffe
Cr Jason Schram, Mayor, Colac Otway Shire
Cr Owen Sharkey, Mayor, Golden Plains Shire

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  G 2 1  C O U N C I L S

Clockwise from top:
Cr Bruce Harwood, Mayor of City 
of Greater Geelong; Cr Rose 
Hodge, Mayor of Surf Coast Shire;
Cr Bob Merriman, Mayor of 
Borough of Queenscliffe; Cr Owen 
Sharkey, Mayor of Golden Plains 
Shire; Cr Jason Schram, Mayor of 
Colac Otway Shire.

A MIX of amazing natural assets, economic opportunity, 
cultural flavour and innovative thinking is making Geelong 
and the wider region one of the nation’s most sought after 
places to live and invest.

People are discovering the diverse lifestyle that 
residents of our region have enjoyed for years. The secret 
is out!

The G21 region covers almost 9000 square kilometres
over five municipalities — Greater Geelong, Surf Coast, 
Queenscliffe, Colac Otway and Golden Plains.

The region is a unique package: rich rolling green and
golden plains in the region’s north and west; the surf coast 
and forests in the southwest; the fertile horticultural 
patchwork that is the Bellarine Peninsula; and the urban 
vibrancy of Geelong itself.

An innovative and more economically diverse G21 
region has emerged over recent years as our 
manufacturing base shifts following the closure of the 
auto and aluminium industries.

New exciting forms of enterprise and endeavour are
establishing, evolving and flourishing.

The region is crafting an economy based around 
education, health, scientific research, advanced 
manufacturing (such as composite fibre and aeronautical 
products), progressive agribusiness, specialist insurance 
services, state-of-the art software and information 
technology, diverse tourism and key service industries.

The region’s leading rural industries include timber-
getting, grazing, cropping, dairying, mining, viticulture, 
aquaculture and intensive agriculture.

With a population of about 325,000, the G21 region 
has a lifestyle that is attractive to all types of people and 
families making diverse business and living choices.

As the region’s official government-recognised 
planning committee, G21 – Geelong Region Alliance has 
become known for its careful planning and prioritisation of 
infrastructure and social support needs.

G21 also has a hard-earned reputation with our political
leaders as a strong advocate for the region and its 
projects.

G21 was at the forefront of the region’s advocacy to 
gain the $355 million federal-state government City Deal 
funding, for many significant region-building projects over 
coming years, announced earlier this year.

By 2031 the region’s population is projected to increase
to at least 380,000, and by 2050 to 500,000.

While encouraging growth and development, we value
and want to preserve the natural beauty and unique 

assets that help make our region great.
Natural features and valued landscapes include the 

Great Ocean Road, many coastal townships, rural villages 
and the rainforest hinterland of the Otway Ranges.

The Great Ocean Road is a beautiful, iconic magnet to
the region and is an economic linchpin we are determined 
to nurture.

The heritage-listed, internationally renowned attraction
underpins the region’s $2.1 billion tourism industry. More 
than seven million people visit the road each year. That is 
more than the number of international tourists visiting the 
Great Barrier Reef and Uluru combined.

G21 believes sound planning and well-considered 
infrastructure decisions support increased investment, 
productivity and innovation, providing skilling, new 
employment opportunities and improved community 
wellbeing.

Importantly, as part of future planning, G21 and other
regional leaders have been conscious not to create further 
pockets of disadvantage and social dislocation.

G21 and Give Where You Live Foundation have placed
significant effort into addressing disadvantage, including 
through the GROW (G21 Region Opportunities for Work) 
project.

GROW is addressing pockets of disadvantage by 
harnessing the region’s own resources and spending 
power to get people into jobs.

The government, business and community-based 
membership of G21 recognises that what benefits one 
part of the region ultimately benefits all.

The benefits of a united approach to regional planning
and development can be seen in the most recent Deakin 
University and Geelong Chamber of Commerce business 
confidence research, showing a strong positive attitude 
towards the future among the region’s business 
community.

The G21 region’s reputation for its thoroughness in 
planning and advocacy has been hard-earned and, we 
believe, well-earned.

The secret of the G21 region and its diversity is out. We
invite you too to be part of our region’s vibrant future.

Elaine Carbines
CEO
G21 – Geelong Region Alliance

See the G21 website for more details: g21.com.au

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  G 2 1  C E O
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LEISURE  •  GROUPS  •  CORPORATE  

Your Travel Experts

Nicole Kate Mary Leanne MiaKrystle ZoeJanetRebeccaBelinda LoretaSimone MarcailRita DavidHelen

Stuart
... because travel feeds a creative mind.

Geelong Travel is an award-winning travel agency 
that continues each year to deliver incredible 
standards for our discerning travellers. As a 
private family business, great service is at the 
heart of everything we do. Our aim is to create 
wonderful travel experiences for our clients 
and it’s the ultimate reward that so many of our 
clients are return clientele.

Recognising our region’s rapid growth and the 
expanding needs of our clients, we brought 
to Geelong the largest travel expo in regional 
Australia. Now a triannual event, the Travel 
& Cruise World Expo provides an enormous 
array of travel options all under one roof with 

opportunities for our clients to benefit from 
specialist knowledge and exclusive offers.

Specialising in cruising, coach tours, river 
cruising, independent journeys, group 
experiences, leisure and corporate travel; our 
leisure experts are here to assist you every step 
of the way for your next adventure. As the most 
experienced travel agents in the region, our 
expertise is second to none. We ensure that your 
journey is everything you want it to be.

Your journey begins with us.

Stuart Coffield - Founder and Managing Director
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or artisan producers and farmers in the region, there 
was a gap in the market for consistent good quality 
organic vegetables.

“We realised the only way to access this produce
was to grow it all ourselves,” Tom says.

The couple ran a Pozible campaign in late 2016
to raise $10,000. They exceeded this target and 
started the farm before the year was out.

Tom says their approach to growing is simple.
“By treating our soil with care it provides us with

the highest quality product,” he says.
“We avoid disturbing the soil structure through

minimal tillage, we feed our soil with compost 
sourced locally and rotate our crops when applicable.

“We don’t use tractors on our farm, which means
the majority of work is done manually with 
appropriate hand tools for our scale and enables us 
to plant employing a bio-intensive system.

“This system allows us to fit an abundance of 
vegetables into our small area.

“Farming bio-diversely allows us to grow a wide
variety of seasonal vegetables which feeds nutrients 
back into the soil and creates a habitat for beneficial 
insects and fauna to populate our land.”

“We grow all our vegetables without the use of
pesticides, herbicides or fungicides,” Bridie says.

“As we sell our produce direct to the public we
are able to talk to our customers face-to-face about 
how and why we grow the way we do.

“This means, our farming practices are 
completely transparent — we have nothing to hide, 
except for the weeds,” she adds with a laugh.

“At the farmer’s market you will find most of your
common vegetables along with a few exciting 
editions that we love talking to customers about 
and how to cook with them,” Tom says.

“Then for our restaurants, we grow some 
specialty herbs and interesting tomato varieties like 
black and blue cherries.”

As this is the first business venture Tom and 
Bridie have embarked on, it has been a challenging 
experience for the pair.

“It was a little scary at first but we just dived into
it together and learnt everything along the way,” 
Bridie says.

“We have learnt the majority of our farming skills
from some great online resources, farming podcasts 
or books written by other market gardeners. 

“We do find we often call upon skills we’ve 
developed from our past jobs, such as retail, 
hospitality and our creative pursuits, when it comes 
to talking to customers and marketing our product.

“Mother Nature can be a wild one and each 
season we always face a number of challenges, this 
also brings up the constant realisation that so much 
is out of our control and we are learning new 
lessons multiple times a day.”

It is the people who love the produce who drive
Tom and Bridie to continue to grow and improve.

“From day one, we felt a huge sense of support
and curiosity from our community,” Tom says.

“It constantly surprises us, how willing our 
customers are to try new products and how 
accepting and understanding they are of when their 
favourite lettuce mix is unavailable because the 
lettuce was damaged by a heatwave.

“They understand that we are growing and 
learning, each day, week and month.”

And making the move to the region has been 
rewarding in more ways than one.

“Some of the best beaches in the world are right
in our backyard,” Bridie says.

“Having a swim at Jan Juc or Point Addis after a
long day harvesting is the most rewarding and 
refreshing feeling.

“We are so lucky.”

Visit kinsfolkfarm.com.au for more information.

ON A humble patch of soil at Moriac sits a lush 
biodiverse market garden run by a young couple 
with a passion for organic, high-quality produce.

Kinsfolk Farm, brainchild of Bridie Cotter and 
Tom Gaunt, uses organic principles to grow 
delicious and nutrient-dense vegetables to sell 
direct to Greater Geelong and Surf Coast 
communities.

It is a slice of paradise for these two young 
farmers, Bridie, 30, and Tom, 33, who made the 
move from Melbourne in 2016. 

The pair leases a pocket of fertile soil from 
Ravens Creek Farm, a regenerative pastured pork 
and laying hen farm in Moriac.

From humble plantings of basil and tomatoes, 
Bridie and Tom now grow more than fifty varieties 
of seasonal vegetables and herbs which you can 
find every Saturday at the Torquay Farmers’ Market, 
as well as a select variety at Valerie’s Pantry at 
Belmont and Surfcoast Wholefoods in Torquay.

They also supply to a number of restaurants and
cafes in the region including IGNI, Tulip, ALMA and 
Little Green Corner.

With backgrounds in music and design, this is not
a path the couple originally thought it would travel. 
Bridie grew up in Geelong, while Tom grew up in 
Melbourne, and frequented the Surf Coast on 
holidays. It was while living in Melbourne together 
that the idea for Kinsfolk sparked.

“Each Saturday morning we received a box of 
organic veg from a friend who was delivering 
produce from Daylesford,” Bridie remembers.

“It was our favourite day of the week as we 
couldn’t wait to open our bounty of seasonal 
goodness and cook all weekend.

“At this time, we were developing a love of 
cooking and food in general, spurring on our interest 
to invest in local, tasty and high quality vegetables.

“We also loved connecting back into a 
community whether through food and sustainable 
living events or connecting with the local producers 
we were supporting.”

Bridie studied a Bachelor of Music Performance
at the Victorian College of the Arts and was a 
member of Melbourne-based band Tulalah. 

She also worked at Terra Madre, a Northcote 
wholefoods store.

Tom studied industrial design and worked for a
couple of Melbourne-based furniture and lighting 
designers, before slowly transitioning into the world 
of green thumbs.

He worked at The Little Veggie Patch Co at its St
Kilda nursery and installing raised veggie gardens in 
urban environments.

After moving to the Geelong region, Tom landed
a job at Brae Restaurant in Birregurra managing the 
kitchen garden.

“The experience at Brae provided a greater 
understanding and introduction into growing fruit 
and vegetables on a larger scale,” he explains.

The pair noticed although there is a large range

Kinsfolk Farm, owned and operated by 
Bridie Cotter and Tom Gaunt, is providing 
the Geelong community with organic, 
seasonal produce. Photos: Bec Hudson
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ORGANIC IDEA
AFTER MOVING TO MORIAC IN 2016, TOM GAUNT AND BRIDIE COTTER 
HAVE NUTURED THEIR OWN SLICE OF PARADISE GROWING 
VEGETABLES FOR THEIR COMMUNITY, WRITES STEPHANIE AZZOPARDI

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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Bridie have embarked on, it has been a challenging 
experience for the pair.

“It was a little scary at first but we just dived into
it together and learnt everything along the way,” 
Bridie says.

“We have learnt the majority of our farming skills
from some great online resources, farming podcasts 
or books written by other market gardeners. 

“We do find we often call upon skills we’ve 
developed from our past jobs, such as retail, 
hospitality and our creative pursuits, when it comes 
to talking to customers and marketing our product.

“Mother Nature can be a wild one and each 
season we always face a number of challenges, this 
also brings up the constant realisation that so much 
is out of our control and we are learning new 
lessons multiple times a day.”

It is the people who love the produce who drive
Tom and Bridie to continue to grow and improve.

“From day one, we felt a huge sense of support
and curiosity from our community,” Tom says.

“It constantly surprises us, how willing our 
customers are to try new products and how 
accepting and understanding they are of when their 
favourite lettuce mix is unavailable because the 
lettuce was damaged by a heatwave.

“They understand that we are growing and 
learning, each day, week and month.”

And making the move to the region has been 
rewarding in more ways than one.

“Some of the best beaches in the world are right
in our backyard,” Bridie says.

“Having a swim at Jan Juc or Point Addis after a
long day harvesting is the most rewarding and 
refreshing feeling.

“We are so lucky.”

Visit kinsfolkfarm.com.au for more information.

ON A humble patch of soil at Moriac sits a lush 
biodiverse market garden run by a young couple 
with a passion for organic, high-quality produce.

Kinsfolk Farm, brainchild of Bridie Cotter and 
Tom Gaunt, uses organic principles to grow 
delicious and nutrient-dense vegetables to sell 
direct to Greater Geelong and Surf Coast 
communities.

It is a slice of paradise for these two young 
farmers, Bridie, 30, and Tom, 33, who made the 
move from Melbourne in 2016. 

The pair leases a pocket of fertile soil from 
Ravens Creek Farm, a regenerative pastured pork 
and laying hen farm in Moriac.

From humble plantings of basil and tomatoes, 
Bridie and Tom now grow more than fifty varieties 
of seasonal vegetables and herbs which you can 
find every Saturday at the Torquay Farmers’ Market, 
as well as a select variety at Valerie’s Pantry at 
Belmont and Surfcoast Wholefoods in Torquay.

They also supply to a number of restaurants and
cafes in the region including IGNI, Tulip, ALMA and 
Little Green Corner.

With backgrounds in music and design, this is not
a path the couple originally thought it would travel. 
Bridie grew up in Geelong, while Tom grew up in 
Melbourne, and frequented the Surf Coast on 
holidays. It was while living in Melbourne together 
that the idea for Kinsfolk sparked.

“Each Saturday morning we received a box of 
organic veg from a friend who was delivering 
produce from Daylesford,” Bridie remembers.

“It was our favourite day of the week as we 
couldn’t wait to open our bounty of seasonal 
goodness and cook all weekend.

“At this time, we were developing a love of 
cooking and food in general, spurring on our interest 
to invest in local, tasty and high quality vegetables.

“We also loved connecting back into a 
community whether through food and sustainable 
living events or connecting with the local producers 
we were supporting.”

Bridie studied a Bachelor of Music Performance
at the Victorian College of the Arts and was a 
member of Melbourne-based band Tulalah. 

She also worked at Terra Madre, a Northcote 
wholefoods store.

Tom studied industrial design and worked for a
couple of Melbourne-based furniture and lighting 
designers, before slowly transitioning into the world 
of green thumbs.

He worked at The Little Veggie Patch Co at its St
Kilda nursery and installing raised veggie gardens in 
urban environments.

After moving to the Geelong region, Tom landed
a job at Brae Restaurant in Birregurra managing the 
kitchen garden.

“The experience at Brae provided a greater 
understanding and introduction into growing fruit 
and vegetables on a larger scale,” he explains.

The pair noticed although there is a large range

Kinsfolk Farm, owned and operated by 
Bridie Cotter and Tom Gaunt, is providing 
the Geelong community with organic, 
seasonal produce. Photos: Bec Hudson
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ORGANIC IDEA
AFTER MOVING TO MORIAC IN 2016, TOM GAUNT AND BRIDIE COTTER 
HAVE NUTURED THEIR OWN SLICE OF PARADISE GROWING 
VEGETABLES FOR THEIR COMMUNITY, WRITES STEPHANIE AZZOPARDI

C O V E R  S T O R Y



BLENDING A LOVE OF SCIENCE WITH ART HAS 
LED LETHBRIDGE WINES OWNERS RAY 
NADESON AND MAREE COLLIS ON A 25-YEAR 
WINE JOURNEY IN THE MOORABOOL VALLEY. 
A NEW CELLAR DOOR ON THE BELLARINE 
PENINSULA HAS RECENTLY BEEN ADDED TO 
THE MIX, WRITES JESSICA GABITES

FROM medical researchers to winemakers, the story 
of how three Melbourne scientists came to be 
making wine in the Golden Plains is one probably 
best told over a glass or two of vino.

“We were pretty young when we started,” Ray
Nadeson says. 

“ It was 25 years ago and we started when we 
were in our late 20s with a dream. It’s not a 
common story as most people start a vineyard quite 
a bit later, usually as a second career or retirement 
project and that is certainly not what we did.”

In the mid-1990s, Ray and partner Maree Collis
along with their friend from university Adrian 

Thomas, were busy establishing careers in science 
and medicine.

Ray taught neuroscience in the department of
anaesthesia at Monash University, Adrian was a 
cardiovascular physician doing his PhD and Maree 
was a hardworking scientist in the area of medicinal 
chemistry research.

“What drew us to winemaking was that lovely 
ability to blend science with art,” Ray says.

“It’s a unique situation where you have three 
people with PhDs who are all artistically inspired but 
not afraid to understand the science (behind 
winemaking).”

Lethbridge Wines owners Ray 
Nadeson and Maree Collis have 
productive vineyards across the 
Moorabool Valley and Geelong 
region. Photos: Peter Ristevski 

“We decided to approach this idea of making 
wine from a perspective of a research project, going 
back to geological maps and studying the idea of 
terroir (soil, climate and bio-diversity) quite deeply.

“We talked to professors of geology and 
winemakers in Australia and overseas about what 
makes great vineyard sites.”

Three years of research led them to what is now
the site of their winery in Lethbridge.

“We looked all over Melbourne but ended up in
this part of Geelong particularly because of its 
volcanic soils,” Ray says. 

“It wasn’t particularly beautiful, it was just a piece
of dirt, a long way from the sea but the soil was 
amazing and it was an ideal place for growing grapes 
organically. We thought the site had the potential to 
produce great wine.”

Deciding they wanted to buy the land, they met
with the farmer whose forbearers had planted a 
vineyard on this site in the 1870s.

“They had planted the three varieties we were
really interested in: chardonnay, pinot noir and 
shiraz, which was pretty exciting,” Ray says.

Twenty-five years later and despite now having
vineyards across the Geelong region, their best 
wines still come from the Lethbridge property.

Fourteen years ago Ray and Maree, both 
qualified winemakers, relinquished their day jobs 
and moved to the Moorabool Valley to focus solely 
on the business.

Ray oversees the vineyard and heads up the 
winery’s winemaking team. Maree is active in all 
areas of the business, focusing on marketing and 
administration. The couple also has four teenage 
children.

Adrian, who works for Johnson & Johnson 
Pharmaceuticals in New York, has been the perfect 
silent partner, says Ray.

Lethbridge Wines make more than 47 different
wines, producing 150,000 bottles each year. A 
quarter of their production is exported, available in 
Michelin star restaurants in cities including New 
York, London, Paris and Singapore. Top Australian 
restaurants including Brae at Birregurra and high- 
end wine stores, also stock their wines.

Visitors to Lethbridge Wines can sample the 
wine and learn the art of winemaking, from a winery 
where everything is done by hand.

“It’s a very intimate cellar door. You turn up and
you sit at what looks like our kitchen and you talk to 
one of the winemakers and you taste wine in a very 
relaxed environment,” Ray says.

In March, Lethbridge Wines opened their second
cellar door, Lethbridge @ Hat Rock, at one of their 
satellite vineyards on the Bellarine Peninsula, 
making their wines more accessible to the public.

Both cellar doors have provedores stocked with
a variety of specialty produce from local and 
international cheeses to meats, passata, anchovies 

and Spanish sardines. Visitors are encouraged to put 
together produce to enjoy as a picnic in the grounds 
or to take home for a meal with a bottle of wine.

“It’s very casual,” Ray says.
“You can make yourself a platter or we can make

one for you. It’s meant to be an extension of our 
home, really.”

Lethbridge Wines at 74 Burrows Road, Lethbridge, is 
open Monday to Friday 11am to 3pm, Saturday and 
Sunday 11am to 5pm. 
Lethbridge @ Hat Rock, 2330 Portarlington Road, 
Bellarine, open Thursday to Sunday, 11am to 5pm. For 
more details visit lethbridgewines.com

GLASS HALF 
FULL FOR 
LOCAL WINE 
WONDER

G O L D E N  P L A I N S
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1840 to 2019 - The Tradition Continues
Elders, Australia’s largest pastoral house with over 400 branches nation-wide, has enjoyed an ongoing partnership with the Geelong Advertiser, successfully 
advertising, promoting and selling rural property throughout the Greater Geelong region.

Ken Drysdale, with a lifetime experience in the rural industry, heads the Rural Real Estate Department at Elders Geelong branch. Ken is currently one of 
Elders Australia’s top sales people and uses the Geelong Advertiser Group exclusively as the only local newspapers for all rural advertising.

This arrangement has stood the test of time. Ken Drysdale and the Rural Real Estate Department are currently enjoying a record sales period. 
The Geelong Advertiser plays a very significant part in their sales and marketing.

Ken Drysdale, Rural Real Estate Manager
“Only the sun covers more of Australia than Elders”

AH: KEN DRYSDALE 0409 195 470
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amazing and it was an ideal place for growing grapes 
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with the farmer whose forbearers had planted a 
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“They had planted the three varieties we were
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wines still come from the Lethbridge property.
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Ray oversees the vineyard and heads up the 
winery’s winemaking team. Maree is active in all 
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Pharmaceuticals in New York, has been the perfect 
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restaurants including Brae at Birregurra and high- 
end wine stores, also stock their wines.
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wine and learn the art of winemaking, from a winery 
where everything is done by hand.

“It’s a very intimate cellar door. You turn up and
you sit at what looks like our kitchen and you talk to 
one of the winemakers and you taste wine in a very 
relaxed environment,” Ray says.
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cellar door, Lethbridge @ Hat Rock, at one of their 
satellite vineyards on the Bellarine Peninsula, 
making their wines more accessible to the public.

Both cellar doors have provedores stocked with
a variety of specialty produce from local and 
international cheeses to meats, passata, anchovies 

and Spanish sardines. Visitors are encouraged to put 
together produce to enjoy as a picnic in the grounds 
or to take home for a meal with a bottle of wine.

“It’s very casual,” Ray says.
“You can make yourself a platter or we can make

one for you. It’s meant to be an extension of our 
home, really.”

Lethbridge Wines at 74 Burrows Road, Lethbridge, is 
open Monday to Friday 11am to 3pm, Saturday and 
Sunday 11am to 5pm. 
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Clockwise from top left: Geelong 
Library and Heritage Centre; Little 
Malop Street precinct; Geelong 
Cement Silos artwork by Rone; 
Johnstone Park; and the new 
WorkSafe building.

GEELONG CAN BOAST BEING IN THE SAME COMPANY AS FELLOW UNESCO CITIES OF DESIGN 
LIKE BERLIN AND DUBAI, BUT WHAT DOES THIS GRAND TITLE ACTUALLY MEAN? 
AS HARRISON TIPPET WRITES, ARCHITECTURAL FEATS CAN LEAD TO REAL OPPORTUNITIES

WHEN Geelong was pronounced a UNESCO City of 
Design in late 2017, it put our home town on the 
same stage as some of the world’s great cities.

With just 19 Design Cities, Geelong’s name is now
mentioned in the same breath as places like Berlin, 
Shanghai, Helsinki, Dubai, Budapest and Buenos 
Aires.

But, what does it mean to be a “City of Design”?
Geelong’s application to UNESCO for the 

designation referenced the city’s indigenous 
heritage, textiles and wool production, auto design, 
surf culture and advanced manufacturing.

It highlighted our architectural feats like the 
Geelong Library and Heritage Centre.

But more than just having beautiful buildings, 
pretty public spaces and a colourful history, a City of 
Design needs to put design and innovation at the 
forefront of everything.

There are few people more qualified to discuss
the intricacies of design than Christian Bason, the 
chief executive of the Danish Design Centre and 
author of seven books on design, innovation and 
management.

Christian’s philosophy, which has been embraced
by the City of Greater Geelong, is that cities can use 
design and innovative thinking to improve 
everything from transport to local governance.

“From the perspective of city administrators and
political leaders, design is an approach to creating 
municipal services that start with citizen’s needs,” he 
says. “This could be concerning anything from traffic 

and infrastructure to areas like social affairs, 
education and health, to countries like Denmark 
where these issues are city mandates.

“A design-aware city is also a citizen-centric city,
which understands that good design is all about 
user engagement — in creating better services, in 
new forms of democratic deliberation, and in the 
form of sharing and making a more human and 
attractive local environment.”

City of Greater Geelong’s new $91 million Mercer
Street administrative headquarters will be one of 
the immediate beneficiaries of council’s shift in 
thinking, with developers for the major project 
tasked with creating an “iconic” centrepiece for the 
city.

The area is uniquely positioned as a gateway into
Geelong’s central business, retail, education and arts 
and cultural precincts and its proximity to Geelong 
Railway Station, Deakin University and the new 
Convention Centre make it an ideal welcome 
corridor for visitors, and meeting place for residents. 

At completion, the office is expected to house
800 staff, complimented by street level retail and 
commercial activity and surrounding public spaces 
that can be enjoyed by the community. 

Mayor Bruce Harwood says the project will 
encompass Geelong’s new approach to 
developments which has a focus “deeper than just 
bricks and mortar”. 

“The potential for this project is huge, and we are
determined to see the precinct become a world-

class area that the Geelong community is proud of,” 
he says. In many ways the region has always been 
an unofficial city of design. 

Once the world’s largest wool exporter and later
manufacturing hub, it has a rich pioneering history 
producing iconic products. 

It’s a little town that arguably birthed the 
Australian icon that is the ute — said to have been 
built for a farmer who hoped to take his sheep to 
market on a Saturday, and wife to church on a 
Sunday.

It’s also where the refrigerator was pioneered by
local legend James Harrison and the Hills Hoist was 
created. Australian retailer Target started in 
Geelong, as did fashion giant Cotton On more 
recently, and surf brands Rip Curl and Quiksilver had 
their beginnings just down the road in Torquay.

Now, it’s a city that hopes to leap to the 
forefront of a worldwide movement to use design 
as a resource for business innovation, economic 
development and the transformation of public 
services. 

Being a City of Design might be a convoluted 
concept for the layman, and the immediate benefits 
of the designation may be hidden below the surface 
for most, but it’s clear the City of Greater Geelong is 
now on the world stage.

“We’re not saying we’re a big capital city like the
Mexicos and Singapores,” Bruce says.

“What we’re saying is we think like them. We’re
thinking like big cities.”

C I T Y  O F  D E S I G N

CELEBRATING CITY OF DESIGN  
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A new creative hub in Geelong’s 
CBD is home to Wayne Oliveri 
and Jacek Kowalski of 
Wajacreations (main), author Dale 
Baker (left), public exhibitions and 
studio space for artists like Tanya 
Keenan (above).

GEELONG’S BURGEONING 
ENTREPRENEURIAL SCENE IS 
ATTRACTING SMALL 
BUSINESSES AND BRIGHT 
CREATIVES FROM NEAR AND 
FAR INTO THE CITY CENTRE, 
WRITES JEMMA RYAN

THERE is perhaps no bigger compliment for 
Geelong’s booming small business scene than the 
one attributed to it by Jacek Kowalski. 

The maker relocated to the region after 10 years
in Sydney, believing that this is in fact the place to 
be for creatives. 

“We moved to Geelong (in 2017) for a change of
lifestyle, to slow down a little and follow our 
passion,” he explains.

“Geelong is probably the best place to be if you
want to be arty and creative. I don’t find it 
competitive — it’s more encouraging and 
collaborative, I love it.”

Jacek, who co-owns Wajacreations with his 
partner Wayne Oliveri, creates handmade, 
industrial-inspired concrete pot plants.

Theirs is one of the many start ups which have
taken up residence in the Renew Concept Space on 
Moorabool Street. 

“We wanted to be part of the local community
and when the (Renew Geelong) opportunity arose 
we thought it’s the best spot there is,” he says. 

The project, backed by City of Greater Geelong,
is breathing new life into empty buildings in the 
CBD, providing a rent-free space for small 
businesses to showcase their goods on a 30-day 
rolling lease. 

Market Square and Up Property, the owner of 
the Belcher Arcade in Moorabool Street, were the 
first to come on as property partners for the project.

The opportunity is part of a broader vision to 
revitalise central Geelong, by bringing retailers, and 
in turn shoppers, back to the CBD while also 
fostering small businesses that may not otherwise 
be able to afford such prime real estate to grow and 
hopefully take up a permanent place in the area 
down the track. 

Geelong Illustrators, a collective of Geelong 
region artists, were among the initial intake at the 
concept space with their adjoining Geelong 
Illustrators Studio Gallery showcasing work the 
public can buy, as well as items such as prints, cards 
and T-shirts.

Among them is the children’s book of first-time
author Dale Baker, a local schoolteacher who is 
introducing children to famous artists through his 
book Arty Farty Marty: The Paint Smashin’ Kraken. 

This idea was born from Dale’s desire to find a 
novel way to introduce his young sons Christopher 
and James to artistic icons Monet, Picasso and van 
Gogh.

Inspired by Christopher’s love for the Kraken, a
legendary sea monster, Dale developed Marty — an 
aspiring artist who tries his tentacles at different 
painting styles.

The rhyming book mixes creative turns of phrase
with fun facts about artists. 

Renew Geelong project manager Andrea Bruce
says the support from the community since the 
project launched in August, 2018 has been 

“overwhelming”. “There are currently 10 properties 
activated by creative enterprises including the 
collaborative Concept Space in Market Square 
which hosts up to four projects on a rolling basis,” 
she explains. 

The project already has several alumni success
stories including Ruck Agency and the Dot 
Collective which had been working out of a Renew 
Geelong space in Little Malop Street for six months 
and recently signed a lease with Boom Gallery. 

Similarly, BOA the Reimaginarium was originally
located in the collaborative space and has since 
graduated and taken a full licence in Moorabool 
Street. 

Andrea says the project, through its revitalisation
of the CBD and subsequent fostering of 
entrepreneurial spirit, is in line with the region’s bid 
to be a ‘clever and creative’ city. 

“We hope to encourage the people of Geelong
and surrounds back into the CBD, to buy local and in 
time, create an offering unique to the area made up 
of sustainable businesses representing Geelong to 
the rest of Australia and beyond,” says Andrea.

R E N E W  G E E L O N G

A BOLD 
NEW HUB 
TO BUILD 
DREAMS 
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Railway Station, Deakin University and the new 
Convention Centre make it an ideal welcome 
corridor for visitors, and meeting place for residents. 

At completion, the office is expected to house
800 staff, complimented by street level retail and 
commercial activity and surrounding public spaces 
that can be enjoyed by the community. 

Mayor Bruce Harwood says the project will 
encompass Geelong’s new approach to 
developments which has a focus “deeper than just 
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“The potential for this project is huge, and we are
determined to see the precinct become a world-
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he says. In many ways the region has always been 
an unofficial city of design. 
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recently, and surf brands Rip Curl and Quiksilver had 
their beginnings just down the road in Torquay.

Now, it’s a city that hopes to leap to the 
forefront of a worldwide movement to use design 
as a resource for business innovation, economic 
development and the transformation of public 
services. 

Being a City of Design might be a convoluted 
concept for the layman, and the immediate benefits 
of the designation may be hidden below the surface 
for most, but it’s clear the City of Greater Geelong is 
now on the world stage.

“We’re not saying we’re a big capital city like the
Mexicos and Singapores,” Bruce says.

“What we’re saying is we think like them. We’re
thinking like big cities.”

C I T Y  O F  D E S I G N

CELEBRATING CITY OF DESIGN  
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A new creative hub in Geelong’s 
CBD is home to Wayne Oliveri 
and Jacek Kowalski of 
Wajacreations (main), author Dale 
Baker (left), public exhibitions and 
studio space for artists like Tanya 
Keenan (above).

GEELONG’S BURGEONING 
ENTREPRENEURIAL SCENE IS 
ATTRACTING SMALL 
BUSINESSES AND BRIGHT 
CREATIVES FROM NEAR AND 
FAR INTO THE CITY CENTRE, 
WRITES JEMMA RYAN

THERE is perhaps no bigger compliment for 
Geelong’s booming small business scene than the 
one attributed to it by Jacek Kowalski. 

The maker relocated to the region after 10 years
in Sydney, believing that this is in fact the place to 
be for creatives. 

“We moved to Geelong (in 2017) for a change of
lifestyle, to slow down a little and follow our 
passion,” he explains.

“Geelong is probably the best place to be if you
want to be arty and creative. I don’t find it 
competitive — it’s more encouraging and 
collaborative, I love it.”

Jacek, who co-owns Wajacreations with his 
partner Wayne Oliveri, creates handmade, 
industrial-inspired concrete pot plants.

Theirs is one of the many start ups which have
taken up residence in the Renew Concept Space on 
Moorabool Street. 

“We wanted to be part of the local community
and when the (Renew Geelong) opportunity arose 
we thought it’s the best spot there is,” he says. 

The project, backed by City of Greater Geelong,
is breathing new life into empty buildings in the 
CBD, providing a rent-free space for small 
businesses to showcase their goods on a 30-day 
rolling lease. 

Market Square and Up Property, the owner of 
the Belcher Arcade in Moorabool Street, were the 
first to come on as property partners for the project.

The opportunity is part of a broader vision to 
revitalise central Geelong, by bringing retailers, and 
in turn shoppers, back to the CBD while also 
fostering small businesses that may not otherwise 
be able to afford such prime real estate to grow and 
hopefully take up a permanent place in the area 
down the track. 

Geelong Illustrators, a collective of Geelong 
region artists, were among the initial intake at the 
concept space with their adjoining Geelong 
Illustrators Studio Gallery showcasing work the 
public can buy, as well as items such as prints, cards 
and T-shirts.

Among them is the children’s book of first-time
author Dale Baker, a local schoolteacher who is 
introducing children to famous artists through his 
book Arty Farty Marty: The Paint Smashin’ Kraken. 

This idea was born from Dale’s desire to find a 
novel way to introduce his young sons Christopher 
and James to artistic icons Monet, Picasso and van 
Gogh.

Inspired by Christopher’s love for the Kraken, a
legendary sea monster, Dale developed Marty — an 
aspiring artist who tries his tentacles at different 
painting styles.

The rhyming book mixes creative turns of phrase
with fun facts about artists. 

Renew Geelong project manager Andrea Bruce
says the support from the community since the 
project launched in August, 2018 has been 

“overwhelming”. “There are currently 10 properties 
activated by creative enterprises including the 
collaborative Concept Space in Market Square 
which hosts up to four projects on a rolling basis,” 
she explains. 

The project already has several alumni success
stories including Ruck Agency and the Dot 
Collective which had been working out of a Renew 
Geelong space in Little Malop Street for six months 
and recently signed a lease with Boom Gallery. 

Similarly, BOA the Reimaginarium was originally
located in the collaborative space and has since 
graduated and taken a full licence in Moorabool 
Street. 

Andrea says the project, through its revitalisation
of the CBD and subsequent fostering of 
entrepreneurial spirit, is in line with the region’s bid 
to be a ‘clever and creative’ city. 

“We hope to encourage the people of Geelong
and surrounds back into the CBD, to buy local and in 
time, create an offering unique to the area made up 
of sustainable businesses representing Geelong to 
the rest of Australia and beyond,” says Andrea.

R E N E W  G E E L O N G

A BOLD 
NEW HUB 
TO BUILD 
DREAMS 
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Geelong Waterfront Safe Harbour Precinct Project

Artwork on the Green Spine

– Advertising Feature –

Geelong is a vibrant city 
with an exciting future. 

A smart regional city, Geelong is making 
a name for itself as a great place to live, 
work and play. 

Attracting more people to our dynamic 
city is not only important for our future 
but it is also vital to Victoria’s social and 
economic sustainability. 

Geelong is far more than just Victoria’s 
second largest city. But to ensure our 
city receives the recognition it deserves 
we need to attract new people, new ideas 
and new opportunities – and that begins 
with revitalising the heart of Geelong.

Central Geelong, with a growing 
population and ever-improving 
streetscapes, is well on the way to 
becoming an energetic and diverse 
precinct. And the most exciting part  
is we’re only just beginning.

Launched by the Premier in July 2016,  
the Revitalising Central Geelong Action 
Plan sets out the City of Greater Geelong 
and the State Government’s plan to 
drive change in central Geelong. 

To date, the State Government has 
contributed more than $200 million and 
the City of Greater Geelong $33 million 
to support the delivery of a range of 
projects in the Action Plan. 

It is designed to encourage people  
to live and work in the city, create  
jobs, demand for retail and services  
and promote creativity and vibrancy. 
It’s also focused on driving new 
development opportunities and  
private sector confidence to invest  
in central Geelong.

The Action Plan is the result of extensive 
community engagement. It is an exciting 
plan which embraces the vision of 
thousands of community members who 
live, work, shop and play in our lively city. 

It encompasses passionate ideas and 
aspirations about how we can enhance 
the CBD as an energetic, dynamic and 
progressive place to live and work. 

Now in its third year, we’ve made some 
exciting changes so far and there are 
more coming. Private investors are 
embracing the emerging opportunities 
in our city by the Bay.

Our City, our future
Revitalising Central Geelong 

Mark Edmonds – President, Chamber of Commerce 

The Geelong CBD has a bright future. Revitalising Central Geelong is  
helping to attract a growing number of people to live and work in Geelong, 
lured by this attractive and unique city and its exciting possibilities.  
The transformation is breathing new life into the CBD, creating a vibrant  
and bustling retail centre for people to shop, and enjoy our wonderful café 
culture and alfresco dining scene – day and night.

Elaine Carbines – Chief Executive Officer, G21

Geelong is Australia’s fastest growing regional city with a population 
expected to grow to 500,000 by 2050. As such, it is vital our city receives  
the recognition and support it deserves. Revitalising Central Geelong is  
playing a major role in achieving this, being focused on making our city an 
even better place to live and work, improving opportunities for business  
as well as driving new investment and employment.

Cam Hamilton – Director, Hamilton Group

With a renewed energy and optimism, the future of Geelong is looking very 
bright. Our opportunities are growing on a daily basis and the city is a great 
place to invest. Revitalising Central Geelong has brought an important  
focus to the city and has helped get the place buzzing. Geelong’s CBD is 
undergoing a massive transformation with confidence from the public and 
private sectors resulting in major investment in the city.

Bill Votsaris – Director, Batman Investments

Change brings opportunity. Geelong’s transitioning economy, with focus and 
investment from State Government, is creating new opportunities for business 
and employment. There has never been a better time to live, work, invest and  
do business in this great city.

Jennifer Cromarty – CEO, Committee for Geelong

The Committee for Geelong has long supported a vision of a thriving economy 
and a vibrant city centre for Geelong, as outlined in the Vision2 project.  
The Revitalising Central Geelong Action Plan builds on the work of Vision2, to 
deliver a dynamic CBD for people to do business in, invest in, live in and visit.

Andy Pobjoy – Owner, The Piano Bar

Geelong is sleepy hollow no more. The town is buzzing and we are seeing  
more and more people in the Laneways and through the Green Spine.  
It is an exciting time, with ongoing social and economic benefits for central 
Geelong for years to come.

RCG Action Plan Projects

COMPLETED

1   Lt Malop St West End Laneways $4M

2   Johnstone Park Raingarden $1.85M

3   Kardinia Park (Stage 4 upgrade) $90M

4   Worksafe Headquarters $65M

5   Barwon Water Headquarters $32M

6   Green Spine Stage 1 $8M

7    Lt Malop St Pedestrian and 
Cycling Bridge $1.2M

8   Geelong Tech School $20M 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

9    Geelong Performing Arts Centre  
Stage 2 $38.5M

10   Gheringhap Street Drain $8–11M

11   Accessibility Improvements Project $1M

UPCOMING

12    Geelong Performing Arts Centre  
Stage 3 $128M 

13    Geelong Waterfront Safe Harbour  
Precinct Project $13.5M

14   Green Spine Stages 2–6 $45M

15   Laneway Breakthrough Project $5.5M

16   Kardinia Park (Stage 5 upgrade) $102M

Private Projects

COMPLETED

1   Deakin Student Housing $50M

2   NDIA Headquarters $120M

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

3   The Mercer Apartments $42M

4   Miramar Apartments $35M

5   Ritz Apartments $30M

6   Holiday Inn and Office $49M

Since late 2015, 10 major planning permit 
applications, with a construction value of 
$361 million, have been approved in 
central Geelong.

The past two years has seen major 
construction projects that will have a 
lasting impact of shaping our city – the 
Barwon Water headquarters, the WorkSafe 
building, the Kardinia Park (stage 4 
upgrade) and the soon-to-be-opened 
national headquarters for the National 
Disability Insurance Agency.

And then significant investment in the 
liveability of the city with streetscape 
and public art across central Geelong 
including the Laneways Project, stage 1  
of the Green Spine, and the Little Malop 
Street bike and footbridge.

The energy and activity in central Geelong 
is also having a positive impact with 
increased pedestrian numbers flowing 
through the city.

Across central Geelong the number  
of vacant shops has been steadily 
decreasing. The street level vacancy rate 
in January 2019 in central Geelong was 
7.9 per cent, compared to 9.54 per cent 
in April 2018. 

This is in line with the feedback the 
Revitalising Central Geelong team has 
received from traders throughout the 
city centre, especially new traders who 
have opened in the past 18 months.

The Action Plan was given a further 
boost in the 2018 State Budget as part  
of a $153.2 million State Commitment  
to a City Deal for Geelong and  
the Great Ocean Road with the 
Commonwealth and City of Greater 
Geelong. Negotiations between  
the three tiers of government are 
continuing to finalise the deal.

For us to truly revitalise central Geelong 
it requires a coordinated and supported 
effort from local, state and federal 
governments, the private sector and  
the community.

Just as Rome was not built in a day, 
delivering the action plan will take time 
and we will continue to listen to your 
ideas and feedback as we progress.

 By working together we can ensure 
Geelong has a vibrant city centre,  
a prosperous and robust local economy 
and the future it deserves.

Johnstone Park Raingarden

Energetic laneways

For the latest on Revitalising Central Geelong – like facebook.com/revitalisingcentralgeelong 
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Geelong Waterfront Safe Harbour Precinct Project

Artwork on the Green Spine

– Advertising Feature –

Geelong is a vibrant city 
with an exciting future. 

A smart regional city, Geelong is making 
a name for itself as a great place to live, 
work and play. 

Attracting more people to our dynamic 
city is not only important for our future 
but it is also vital to Victoria’s social and 
economic sustainability. 

Geelong is far more than just Victoria’s 
second largest city. But to ensure our 
city receives the recognition it deserves 
we need to attract new people, new ideas 
and new opportunities – and that begins 
with revitalising the heart of Geelong.

Central Geelong, with a growing 
population and ever-improving 
streetscapes, is well on the way to 
becoming an energetic and diverse 
precinct. And the most exciting part  
is we’re only just beginning.

Launched by the Premier in July 2016,  
the Revitalising Central Geelong Action 
Plan sets out the City of Greater Geelong 
and the State Government’s plan to 
drive change in central Geelong. 

To date, the State Government has 
contributed more than $200 million and 
the City of Greater Geelong $33 million 
to support the delivery of a range of 
projects in the Action Plan. 

It is designed to encourage people  
to live and work in the city, create  
jobs, demand for retail and services  
and promote creativity and vibrancy. 
It’s also focused on driving new 
development opportunities and  
private sector confidence to invest  
in central Geelong.

The Action Plan is the result of extensive 
community engagement. It is an exciting 
plan which embraces the vision of 
thousands of community members who 
live, work, shop and play in our lively city. 

It encompasses passionate ideas and 
aspirations about how we can enhance 
the CBD as an energetic, dynamic and 
progressive place to live and work. 

Now in its third year, we’ve made some 
exciting changes so far and there are 
more coming. Private investors are 
embracing the emerging opportunities 
in our city by the Bay.

Our City, our future
Revitalising Central Geelong 

Mark Edmonds – President, Chamber of Commerce 

The Geelong CBD has a bright future. Revitalising Central Geelong is  
helping to attract a growing number of people to live and work in Geelong, 
lured by this attractive and unique city and its exciting possibilities.  
The transformation is breathing new life into the CBD, creating a vibrant  
and bustling retail centre for people to shop, and enjoy our wonderful café 
culture and alfresco dining scene – day and night.

Elaine Carbines – Chief Executive Officer, G21

Geelong is Australia’s fastest growing regional city with a population 
expected to grow to 500,000 by 2050. As such, it is vital our city receives  
the recognition and support it deserves. Revitalising Central Geelong is  
playing a major role in achieving this, being focused on making our city an 
even better place to live and work, improving opportunities for business  
as well as driving new investment and employment.

Cam Hamilton – Director, Hamilton Group

With a renewed energy and optimism, the future of Geelong is looking very 
bright. Our opportunities are growing on a daily basis and the city is a great 
place to invest. Revitalising Central Geelong has brought an important  
focus to the city and has helped get the place buzzing. Geelong’s CBD is 
undergoing a massive transformation with confidence from the public and 
private sectors resulting in major investment in the city.

Bill Votsaris – Director, Batman Investments

Change brings opportunity. Geelong’s transitioning economy, with focus and 
investment from State Government, is creating new opportunities for business 
and employment. There has never been a better time to live, work, invest and  
do business in this great city.

Jennifer Cromarty – CEO, Committee for Geelong

The Committee for Geelong has long supported a vision of a thriving economy 
and a vibrant city centre for Geelong, as outlined in the Vision2 project.  
The Revitalising Central Geelong Action Plan builds on the work of Vision2, to 
deliver a dynamic CBD for people to do business in, invest in, live in and visit.

Andy Pobjoy – Owner, The Piano Bar

Geelong is sleepy hollow no more. The town is buzzing and we are seeing  
more and more people in the Laneways and through the Green Spine.  
It is an exciting time, with ongoing social and economic benefits for central 
Geelong for years to come.

RCG Action Plan Projects

COMPLETED

1   Lt Malop St West End Laneways $4M

2   Johnstone Park Raingarden $1.85M

3   Kardinia Park (Stage 4 upgrade) $90M

4   Worksafe Headquarters $65M

5   Barwon Water Headquarters $32M

6   Green Spine Stage 1 $8M

7    Lt Malop St Pedestrian and 
Cycling Bridge $1.2M

8   Geelong Tech School $20M 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

9    Geelong Performing Arts Centre  
Stage 2 $38.5M

10   Gheringhap Street Drain $8–11M

11   Accessibility Improvements Project $1M

UPCOMING

12    Geelong Performing Arts Centre  
Stage 3 $128M 

13    Geelong Waterfront Safe Harbour  
Precinct Project $13.5M

14   Green Spine Stages 2–6 $45M

15   Laneway Breakthrough Project $5.5M

16   Kardinia Park (Stage 5 upgrade) $102M

Private Projects

COMPLETED

1   Deakin Student Housing $50M

2   NDIA Headquarters $120M

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

3   The Mercer Apartments $42M

4   Miramar Apartments $35M

5   Ritz Apartments $30M

6   Holiday Inn and Office $49M

Since late 2015, 10 major planning permit 
applications, with a construction value of 
$361 million, have been approved in 
central Geelong.

The past two years has seen major 
construction projects that will have a 
lasting impact of shaping our city – the 
Barwon Water headquarters, the WorkSafe 
building, the Kardinia Park (stage 4 
upgrade) and the soon-to-be-opened 
national headquarters for the National 
Disability Insurance Agency.

And then significant investment in the 
liveability of the city with streetscape 
and public art across central Geelong 
including the Laneways Project, stage 1  
of the Green Spine, and the Little Malop 
Street bike and footbridge.

The energy and activity in central Geelong 
is also having a positive impact with 
increased pedestrian numbers flowing 
through the city.

Across central Geelong the number  
of vacant shops has been steadily 
decreasing. The street level vacancy rate 
in January 2019 in central Geelong was 
7.9 per cent, compared to 9.54 per cent 
in April 2018. 

This is in line with the feedback the 
Revitalising Central Geelong team has 
received from traders throughout the 
city centre, especially new traders who 
have opened in the past 18 months.

The Action Plan was given a further 
boost in the 2018 State Budget as part  
of a $153.2 million State Commitment  
to a City Deal for Geelong and  
the Great Ocean Road with the 
Commonwealth and City of Greater 
Geelong. Negotiations between  
the three tiers of government are 
continuing to finalise the deal.

For us to truly revitalise central Geelong 
it requires a coordinated and supported 
effort from local, state and federal 
governments, the private sector and  
the community.

Just as Rome was not built in a day, 
delivering the action plan will take time 
and we will continue to listen to your 
ideas and feedback as we progress.

 By working together we can ensure 
Geelong has a vibrant city centre,  
a prosperous and robust local economy 
and the future it deserves.

Johnstone Park Raingarden

Energetic laneways

For the latest on Revitalising Central Geelong – like facebook.com/revitalisingcentralgeelong 



GEELONG’S artistic heart will soon be the engine 
room for creativity and launchpad to the world 
stage.

That’s the vision of Geelong Performing Arts 
Centre (GPAC) chief executive officer Joel 
McGuinness, who is driving the revolution of the 
cultural institution.

The multi-storey building, which has Little Malop
and Ryrie Street frontage, is undergoing the second 
stage of its redevelopment worth $38.5 million.

Joel says, so far, more than 56,000 hours of 
work has gone into the build.

He says with each brick, the reimagined GPAC is
emerging as the creative melting pot he dreams it 
will be. 

“The build is going really well,” Joel says.
“I think it’s important to have a space for artists

to create work that is world class, and to bring the 
world to Geelong.”

Stage two of the project is nearing completion.
A striking new glass entrance will open into a 

grand foyer space and bar areas.
Access has also been improved to theatres and

balconies, and custom dance studios are ready for 
their first twists and twirls.

But perhaps the most important element of the
second phase of the build is the creative industries 
space, which has been designed to nurture local 
talent.

Joel McGuinness, CEO of 
Geelong Performing Arts 
Centre (pictured opposite) 
is excited for the 
redevelopment, which 
includes new foyer area 
and dance studios, and will 
host shows like Circus Oz 
(top middle). 
Photos: Peter Ristevski and 
supplied.

Joel has met with Geelong artists multiple times
to gain an understanding of what is needed to push 
their work to a global audience.

“We are championing the local creative industry,”
he says. “We’re really celebrating everything the 
Geelong region has, and can be.”

Stage two, Joel says, is all about the “making”.
Collaborative spaces, meeting rooms and 

rehearsal stages will provide artists the opportunity 
to share ideas and follow projects through from 
concept to production.

And it’s not just for performers. Joel says set and
costume designers, choreographers and other off-
stage creatives are equally encouraged to explore 
the possibilities of the new concept.

The arts centre will also seek to work with the 
nearby library and gallery, as well as Deakin 
University and The Gordon.

“Anyone with a creative enterprise is welcome,”
Joel says. “We want to support artists so they can go 
from amateur level to professional.”

GPAC welcomed about 200,000 patrons 
through the doors last year, despite being under 
construction. Joel is confident crowd numbers will 
reach a similar figure this year, too.

Some of the upcoming shows include 
entertaining Shakespeare adaption Enter Ophelia on 
May 8 and 9, the double bill of Stardust and The 
Mission on May 16 and 17 and Circus Oz from May 
30 to June 1.

As the character of the facility changes, so does
the Ryrie Street skyline.

GPAC trustees and staff members recently took
the opportunity to celebrate a milestone of the build
when the final piece of steel was set in place to 
mark the highest point of the project.

“We all went up there and had a bit of a moment,”
Joel says, smiling. “The view is absolutely amazing.”

It’s no surprise a rooftop bar is part of the next 
phase of the project, which will cost $128 million.

Stage three also includes two new theatres 
seating 500 and 250 people respectively, an 80-
seat black box and food and beverage precinct.

Detailed designs will begin this year, with 
completion set for 2023.

Joel, who has been in the top job for one year, 
hopes the finished centre also absorbs some of the 
flavour of neighbouring Little Malop Street.

“There’s so much going on here,” he says.
“There’s real optimism for the future.”

Dance studios are available to rent from April. For
more information about creative opportunities and 
upcoming shows, visit gpac.org.au

SHOW
GOES ON 
FOR GPAC 
PERFORMERS AND CREATIVES
WILL TAKE CENTRE STAGE WHEN 
THE NEXT CHAPTER OF A MULTI-
MILLION DOLLAR REDEVELOPMENT 
IN THE HEART OF GEELONG IS 
COMPLETED LATER THIS YEAR, 
WRITES MEAGAN ROOTH 

A R T S
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Real skills. Real experience. Real outcomes.
thegordon.edu.au  |  8373 9178
Government funding for eligible students.  TAFE 3044

My studies have allowed me to follow my passion 
for the outdoors and unlock my potential in an 
industry I previously only dreamt about working in. 
With an investment of time and commitment, you 
can open up doors you never considered possible.”

Jacob Champion
2018 Student of the Year 
Winner 2018 Environmental Excellence Award
Diploma of Conservation and Land Management
Employer: Parks Victoria

Real outcomes
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‘ GREAT OCEAN ROAD  
COAST COMMITTEE

PT GREY - LORNE 

REDEVELOPMENT

UPDATE

PT GREY - LORNE REDEVELOPMENT 

The Point Grey – Lorne Redevelopment  
is a project priority of the G21 Economic 
Development Pillar and the Great Ocean 
Road Coast Committee has worked closely 
with the Lorne and Surf Coast community to 
progress the redevelopment.

Developed in consultation with the 
community and key stakeholders, the Point 
Grey Precinct Master Plan was completed in 
2015 followed by a Business Case identifying 
appropriate funding models.

An architectural design competition 
commenced in September 2017 attracting 39 
responses. The winning design was by Searle 
x Waldron Architecture and Edwards Moore 
Projects.

Extensive community consultation tested 

Point Grey represents a place where the 
stories of Lorne, its histories and culture 
converge. 

A community space, the Point Grey precinct 
is public land and includes the Lorne Pier, 
the Lorne Aquatic and Angling Club, Lorne 
Pier Seafood Restaurant and the former 
Lorne Fishing Cooperative. 

As well as being a picturesque rest stop on 
the Great Ocean Road, Point Grey is home to 
the Pier to Pub ocean swim and is a site for 
the Lorne Sculpture Biennale. 

Point Grey has a cultural heritage dating 
back 60,000 years. The Point Grey - Lorne 
Redevelopment provides an opportunity 
to weave a rich interconnected narrative 
drawing on the recorded history, personal 
memories and stories of the local community.

elements of the winning design. Overall, the 
architectural concept was supported and 
community feedback has informed detailed 
design and planning authority submissions.

In 2019, the Point Grey - Lorne Redevelopment 
was included in the City Deal announcement 
for Great Ocean Road projects. This 
commitment of $8 million is a significant 
contribution to funding this landmark 
project. 

GREAT OCEAN ROAD COAST 
The Great Ocean Road Coast Committee 
is a State Government body responsible 
for protecting, enhancing, and developing 
coastal Crown land from Point Impossible to 
Cumberland River.

www.gorcc.com.au



GEELONG’S artistic heart will soon be the engine 
room for creativity and launchpad to the world 
stage.

That’s the vision of Geelong Performing Arts 
Centre (GPAC) chief executive officer Joel 
McGuinness, who is driving the revolution of the 
cultural institution.

The multi-storey building, which has Little Malop
and Ryrie Street frontage, is undergoing the second 
stage of its redevelopment worth $38.5 million.

Joel says, so far, more than 56,000 hours of 
work has gone into the build.

He says with each brick, the reimagined GPAC is
emerging as the creative melting pot he dreams it 
will be. 

“The build is going really well,” Joel says.
“I think it’s important to have a space for artists

to create work that is world class, and to bring the 
world to Geelong.”

Stage two of the project is nearing completion.
A striking new glass entrance will open into a 

grand foyer space and bar areas.
Access has also been improved to theatres and

balconies, and custom dance studios are ready for 
their first twists and twirls.

But perhaps the most important element of the
second phase of the build is the creative industries 
space, which has been designed to nurture local 
talent.

Joel McGuinness, CEO of 
Geelong Performing Arts 
Centre (pictured opposite) 
is excited for the 
redevelopment, which 
includes new foyer area 
and dance studios, and will 
host shows like Circus Oz 
(top middle). 
Photos: Peter Ristevski and 
supplied.

Joel has met with Geelong artists multiple times
to gain an understanding of what is needed to push 
their work to a global audience.

“We are championing the local creative industry,”
he says. “We’re really celebrating everything the 
Geelong region has, and can be.”

Stage two, Joel says, is all about the “making”.
Collaborative spaces, meeting rooms and 

rehearsal stages will provide artists the opportunity 
to share ideas and follow projects through from 
concept to production.

And it’s not just for performers. Joel says set and
costume designers, choreographers and other off-
stage creatives are equally encouraged to explore 
the possibilities of the new concept.

The arts centre will also seek to work with the 
nearby library and gallery, as well as Deakin 
University and The Gordon.

“Anyone with a creative enterprise is welcome,”
Joel says. “We want to support artists so they can go 
from amateur level to professional.”

GPAC welcomed about 200,000 patrons 
through the doors last year, despite being under 
construction. Joel is confident crowd numbers will 
reach a similar figure this year, too.

Some of the upcoming shows include 
entertaining Shakespeare adaption Enter Ophelia on 
May 8 and 9, the double bill of Stardust and The 
Mission on May 16 and 17 and Circus Oz from May 
30 to June 1.

As the character of the facility changes, so does
the Ryrie Street skyline.

GPAC trustees and staff members recently took
the opportunity to celebrate a milestone of the build
when the final piece of steel was set in place to 
mark the highest point of the project.

“We all went up there and had a bit of a moment,”
Joel says, smiling. “The view is absolutely amazing.”

It’s no surprise a rooftop bar is part of the next 
phase of the project, which will cost $128 million.

Stage three also includes two new theatres 
seating 500 and 250 people respectively, an 80-
seat black box and food and beverage precinct.

Detailed designs will begin this year, with 
completion set for 2023.

Joel, who has been in the top job for one year, 
hopes the finished centre also absorbs some of the 
flavour of neighbouring Little Malop Street.

“There’s so much going on here,” he says.
“There’s real optimism for the future.”

Dance studios are available to rent from April. For
more information about creative opportunities and 
upcoming shows, visit gpac.org.au

SHOW
GOES ON 
FOR GPAC 
PERFORMERS AND CREATIVES
WILL TAKE CENTRE STAGE WHEN 
THE NEXT CHAPTER OF A MULTI-
MILLION DOLLAR REDEVELOPMENT 
IN THE HEART OF GEELONG IS 
COMPLETED LATER THIS YEAR, 
WRITES MEAGAN ROOTH 
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Real skills. Real experience. Real outcomes.
thegordon.edu.au  |  8373 9178
Government funding for eligible students.  TAFE 3044

My studies have allowed me to follow my passion 
for the outdoors and unlock my potential in an 
industry I previously only dreamt about working in. 
With an investment of time and commitment, you 
can open up doors you never considered possible.”

Jacob Champion
2018 Student of the Year 
Winner 2018 Environmental Excellence Award
Diploma of Conservation and Land Management
Employer: Parks Victoria

Real outcomes
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‘ GREAT OCEAN ROAD  
COAST COMMITTEE

PT GREY - LORNE 

REDEVELOPMENT

UPDATE

PT GREY - LORNE REDEVELOPMENT 

The Point Grey – Lorne Redevelopment  
is a project priority of the G21 Economic 
Development Pillar and the Great Ocean 
Road Coast Committee has worked closely 
with the Lorne and Surf Coast community to 
progress the redevelopment.

Developed in consultation with the 
community and key stakeholders, the Point 
Grey Precinct Master Plan was completed in 
2015 followed by a Business Case identifying 
appropriate funding models.

An architectural design competition 
commenced in September 2017 attracting 39 
responses. The winning design was by Searle 
x Waldron Architecture and Edwards Moore 
Projects.

Extensive community consultation tested 

Point Grey represents a place where the 
stories of Lorne, its histories and culture 
converge. 

A community space, the Point Grey precinct 
is public land and includes the Lorne Pier, 
the Lorne Aquatic and Angling Club, Lorne 
Pier Seafood Restaurant and the former 
Lorne Fishing Cooperative. 

As well as being a picturesque rest stop on 
the Great Ocean Road, Point Grey is home to 
the Pier to Pub ocean swim and is a site for 
the Lorne Sculpture Biennale. 

Point Grey has a cultural heritage dating 
back 60,000 years. The Point Grey - Lorne 
Redevelopment provides an opportunity 
to weave a rich interconnected narrative 
drawing on the recorded history, personal 
memories and stories of the local community.

elements of the winning design. Overall, the 
architectural concept was supported and 
community feedback has informed detailed 
design and planning authority submissions.

In 2019, the Point Grey - Lorne Redevelopment 
was included in the City Deal announcement 
for Great Ocean Road projects. This 
commitment of $8 million is a significant 
contribution to funding this landmark 
project. 

GREAT OCEAN ROAD COAST 
The Great Ocean Road Coast Committee 
is a State Government body responsible 
for protecting, enhancing, and developing 
coastal Crown land from Point Impossible to 
Cumberland River.

www.gorcc.com.au



Brad Rush and Gregson Gastar 
have recently moved to Geelong 
and already feel right at home. 
Photos: Peter Ristevski

FOR CREATIVE COUPLE GREGSON 
GASTAR AND BRAD RUSH, RELOCATING 
TO GEELONG HAS BEEN LIKE A WARM 
HOMECOMING. AS JEN SHAND WRITES, 
THE DUO IS HERE TO STAY

AWARD-WINNING hair stylist Gregson Gastar 
arrived in Geelong with partner Brad Rush and their 
two dogs on Christmas Eve.

It was a long road trip from the Gold Coast to get
here, with a year-long pit stop in Adelaide, and he 
reckons the bayside city is a gift that keeps on 
giving.

“Geelong’s been really good to us,” Gregson says.
The 39-year-old stylist and photographer, who

works out of Salon Eve in Manifold Heights, uses 
words like flexible, open, welcoming and willing to 
listen to describe the city and its people. After nearly 
four months here, the two men feel like they truly 
belong.

“It’s like this is the first time I’ve actually felt at 
home,” Gregson says.

“Even living in Queensland, it was all about 
business, but this does feel like home already. I feel 
comfortable in my skin and not afraid to do what I 
want. I have nothing to prove here.

“For the first time ever, I feel like we’re ‘here’ and
we are here to stay.”

The couple relocated to Geelong so Brad could
take on the role of Geelong Performing Arts 
Centre’s executive producer of programming and 
creative industries. 

While Gregson’s building clientele at Gregson &
Co salon, his Brisbane-born partner is uncovering 
the city’s cultural and artistic capital and capacity.

Brad, a talented pianist who has accompanied 
leading lady of stage Marina Prior, is excited about 
helping build GPAC’s diverse community at a time 
when the centre’s physical buildings are undergoing 
a major multi-staged redevelopment.

He believes the centres $34 million stage two 
works focusing on the Ryrie Street entrance will be 
“extraordinary” when finished later this year and he 
wants to encourage more people through the 
centre’s doors by continuing high-standard 
programming.

“It’s about building community,” the former 
Adelaide Fringe employee, 51, says of the Geelong 
journey.

“We’re building ourselves as a couple and as 
individuals, and I’m also helping build community 
inside the centre.

“And when I say community, it’s about our 
creative community, multicultural community, our 
indigenous community; it’s about audiences and 
local professionals. The centre is their home, it’s 
where they come and rehearse, make stuff and 
collaborate. We are the facilitator to help make that 
happen.

“I have a huge priority to understand what the 
GPAC community currently is, where it’s missing 
and people are not connecting, and what we need 
to do to the program to bring people through the 
doors.”

The duo loves the proximity to the ocean and 
bay, the colour and pulse of the city and the 
acceptance of the people to newcomers. They’ve 
enjoyed the flavours of Little Malop Street eateries, 
sampled the night life, queued for Daniel’s Donuts in 
Portarlington, toured Queenscliff, soaked up 
Geelong West’s multicultural vibe and become part 
of Piano Bar’s fabric in central Geelong.

“I have not seen anything like that where every
demographic is in that one spot, in Piano Bar,” 
Gregson says.

“I think that’s absolutely, really progressive. But I
think Geelong is being progressive and very much in 
a strategic way.”

Gregson, who spent his early years in Melbourne,
started work a day or so after arriving in Geelong, 
with Brad kicking off his career at GPAC two days 
later. And the pace hasn’t slowed. 

Gregson is “happy that Brad’s happy” and the 
stylist knows the move interstate was the right one 
for both of them.

“When you talk to Geelong people, they really 
listen to what you’re saying,” Gregson says.

“It’s one of the main things I really love about 
Geelong, they are genuinely excited that people 
want to be here. It’s just lovely.”

The couple met through music and mutual 
friends on the Gold Coast and has been together for 
four years. 

They believe they’ve arrived at a time of growth
and evolution in Victoria’s second biggest city.

“It feels like Geelong is starting a boom of 
development,” Gregson says.

Upon arriving in town, Gregson - who has run 
salons in Brisbane, Adelaide and the Gold Coast - 
spent time working out of a shared space behind 
Pakington Street cafe Five ft One and is keen to 
explore the idea of a larger community of 
businesses working in a collaborative site over the 
coming years. He thinks the possibilities are exciting.

The two men are enjoying their ringside seat to
Geelong’s development. They see new WorkSafe 
and NDIS buildings, GPAC major upgrade and cranes 
standing tall across the city centre. 

There’s progress happening and they want to be
part of the picture.

“There’s some great stuff going on across 
Geelong,” Gregson says from his Geelong West 
home.

“It’s exciting for us because we want to be part of
that growth.”

Whatever the future holds, the two men are 
where they want to be. With each other, in Geelong, 
and looking forward to the future.

“Together we just fit,” Gregson says of their 
relationship.

“And Geelong is a good fit for both of us.”

N E W  R E S I D E N T S

HOME IS 
WHERE THE 
HEART IS
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AFTER MOVING FROM THE UNITED STATES TO THE SURF COAST, CHEF ANTHONY GIST HAS 
MADE HIS MARK ON THE REGION’S FOOD SCENE, WRITES STEPHANIE AZZOPARDI

ANTHONY Gist grew up on the Pacific coastline, 
enjoying the sunshine and the waves that came 
with life in southern California.

Chasing the surf gave Anthony a seemingly 
insatiable appetite for travel and adventure, taking 
him to many coastlines, including Tahiti, Fiji, New 
Zealand and our own piece of paradise on the Surf 
Coast.

It was his love for our beaches and passion for 
food that encouraged him to settle here in 2010.

And it was his love of food that inspired him to
open three eateries in the region, two at Torquay 
and one at Jan Juc — the newest opening its doors 
in November 2018.

Roku Den, an authentic Japanese restaurant 
showcasing Anthony’s skills as a sushi chef, opened 
on Bell Street, Torquay in 2015.

“Roku Den, that’s my first child,” he smiles.
“That’s been amazing.”
At the time, opening a Japanese restaurant was a

risk, but the quality of food spoke for itself, and the 
eatery is a favourite for many locals.

Alisitos, capturing the southern Californian take
on Mexican cuisine, opened, also on Bell Street, in 
May 2018 as a nod to Anthony’s favourite food from 
home.

If he wasn’t busy enough, Anthony opened Bird
Rock, the next evolution for a well known Jan Juc 
venue, in November 2018.

“It’s kind of like having a third kid,” he says with a
laugh.

“Bird Rock is such a tricky beast to take over, it’s a
Jan Juc institution and everyone has a Bird Rock 
story.

“It’s been a great opportunity for some of the 

Roku Den team to move up the road and create a 
different kind of cuisine.

“I want to pay homage to its past and play a part
in writing the next chapter of Bird Rock’s history.”

Whenever the entrepreneur gets an opportunity,
he is making the most of the playground that is our 
region.

“The Surf Coast is such a brilliant place to live,” he
says.

“From our beaches and walking trails to surfing
and skating.

“Yes I work hard, but for me it also offers me so
many of the outlets I enjoy in life right here on my 
doorstep.”

The lifestyle isn’t the only thing keeping this 
expat on the Surf Coast.

“It’s an amazing community, even before I 
owned restaurants here I fell in love with the 
community here,” Anthony says.

“I feel like everybody from the residents to the
Surf Coast Shire to my staff and the overall 
community are batting for us and want to see us 
succeed.

“As a community we back each other quite well
and it’s an absolute pleasure owning businesses in 
Torquay.”

“There are so many awesome like-minded 
people that I enjoy hanging out with and have made 
lifelong friends with.

“It is the fun and forward-thinking people on the
Surf Coast that make it amazing.”

Roku Den is at 34 Bell Street, Torquay.
Alisitos is at 46 Bell Street, Torquay.
Bird Rock is at 2 Princes Terrace, Jan Juc.

S U R F  C O A S T

RIDING THE WAVE

Anthony Gist,
owner of Roku Den,
Alisitos and Bird Rock.
Photos: Peter Ristevski



Brad Rush and Gregson Gastar 
have recently moved to Geelong 
and already feel right at home. 
Photos: Peter Ristevski

FOR CREATIVE COUPLE GREGSON 
GASTAR AND BRAD RUSH, RELOCATING 
TO GEELONG HAS BEEN LIKE A WARM 
HOMECOMING. AS JEN SHAND WRITES, 
THE DUO IS HERE TO STAY

AWARD-WINNING hair stylist Gregson Gastar 
arrived in Geelong with partner Brad Rush and their 
two dogs on Christmas Eve.

It was a long road trip from the Gold Coast to get
here, with a year-long pit stop in Adelaide, and he 
reckons the bayside city is a gift that keeps on 
giving.

“Geelong’s been really good to us,” Gregson says.
The 39-year-old stylist and photographer, who

works out of Salon Eve in Manifold Heights, uses 
words like flexible, open, welcoming and willing to 
listen to describe the city and its people. After nearly 
four months here, the two men feel like they truly 
belong.

“It’s like this is the first time I’ve actually felt at 
home,” Gregson says.

“Even living in Queensland, it was all about 
business, but this does feel like home already. I feel 
comfortable in my skin and not afraid to do what I 
want. I have nothing to prove here.

“For the first time ever, I feel like we’re ‘here’ and
we are here to stay.”

The couple relocated to Geelong so Brad could
take on the role of Geelong Performing Arts 
Centre’s executive producer of programming and 
creative industries. 

While Gregson’s building clientele at Gregson &
Co salon, his Brisbane-born partner is uncovering 
the city’s cultural and artistic capital and capacity.

Brad, a talented pianist who has accompanied 
leading lady of stage Marina Prior, is excited about 
helping build GPAC’s diverse community at a time 
when the centre’s physical buildings are undergoing 
a major multi-staged redevelopment.

He believes the centres $34 million stage two 
works focusing on the Ryrie Street entrance will be 
“extraordinary” when finished later this year and he 
wants to encourage more people through the 
centre’s doors by continuing high-standard 
programming.

“It’s about building community,” the former 
Adelaide Fringe employee, 51, says of the Geelong 
journey.

“We’re building ourselves as a couple and as 
individuals, and I’m also helping build community 
inside the centre.

“And when I say community, it’s about our 
creative community, multicultural community, our 
indigenous community; it’s about audiences and 
local professionals. The centre is their home, it’s 
where they come and rehearse, make stuff and 
collaborate. We are the facilitator to help make that 
happen.

“I have a huge priority to understand what the 
GPAC community currently is, where it’s missing 
and people are not connecting, and what we need 
to do to the program to bring people through the 
doors.”

The duo loves the proximity to the ocean and 
bay, the colour and pulse of the city and the 
acceptance of the people to newcomers. They’ve 
enjoyed the flavours of Little Malop Street eateries, 
sampled the night life, queued for Daniel’s Donuts in 
Portarlington, toured Queenscliff, soaked up 
Geelong West’s multicultural vibe and become part 
of Piano Bar’s fabric in central Geelong.

“I have not seen anything like that where every
demographic is in that one spot, in Piano Bar,” 
Gregson says.

“I think that’s absolutely, really progressive. But I
think Geelong is being progressive and very much in 
a strategic way.”

Gregson, who spent his early years in Melbourne,
started work a day or so after arriving in Geelong, 
with Brad kicking off his career at GPAC two days 
later. And the pace hasn’t slowed. 

Gregson is “happy that Brad’s happy” and the 
stylist knows the move interstate was the right one 
for both of them.

“When you talk to Geelong people, they really 
listen to what you’re saying,” Gregson says.

“It’s one of the main things I really love about 
Geelong, they are genuinely excited that people 
want to be here. It’s just lovely.”

The couple met through music and mutual 
friends on the Gold Coast and has been together for 
four years. 

They believe they’ve arrived at a time of growth
and evolution in Victoria’s second biggest city.

“It feels like Geelong is starting a boom of 
development,” Gregson says.

Upon arriving in town, Gregson - who has run 
salons in Brisbane, Adelaide and the Gold Coast - 
spent time working out of a shared space behind 
Pakington Street cafe Five ft One and is keen to 
explore the idea of a larger community of 
businesses working in a collaborative site over the 
coming years. He thinks the possibilities are exciting.

The two men are enjoying their ringside seat to
Geelong’s development. They see new WorkSafe 
and NDIS buildings, GPAC major upgrade and cranes 
standing tall across the city centre. 

There’s progress happening and they want to be
part of the picture.

“There’s some great stuff going on across 
Geelong,” Gregson says from his Geelong West 
home.

“It’s exciting for us because we want to be part of
that growth.”

Whatever the future holds, the two men are 
where they want to be. With each other, in Geelong, 
and looking forward to the future.

“Together we just fit,” Gregson says of their 
relationship.

“And Geelong is a good fit for both of us.”

N E W  R E S I D E N T S

HOME IS 
WHERE THE 
HEART IS
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AFTER MOVING FROM THE UNITED STATES TO THE SURF COAST, CHEF ANTHONY GIST HAS 
MADE HIS MARK ON THE REGION’S FOOD SCENE, WRITES STEPHANIE AZZOPARDI

ANTHONY Gist grew up on the Pacific coastline, 
enjoying the sunshine and the waves that came 
with life in southern California.

Chasing the surf gave Anthony a seemingly 
insatiable appetite for travel and adventure, taking 
him to many coastlines, including Tahiti, Fiji, New 
Zealand and our own piece of paradise on the Surf 
Coast.

It was his love for our beaches and passion for 
food that encouraged him to settle here in 2010.

And it was his love of food that inspired him to
open three eateries in the region, two at Torquay 
and one at Jan Juc — the newest opening its doors 
in November 2018.

Roku Den, an authentic Japanese restaurant 
showcasing Anthony’s skills as a sushi chef, opened 
on Bell Street, Torquay in 2015.

“Roku Den, that’s my first child,” he smiles.
“That’s been amazing.”
At the time, opening a Japanese restaurant was a

risk, but the quality of food spoke for itself, and the 
eatery is a favourite for many locals.

Alisitos, capturing the southern Californian take
on Mexican cuisine, opened, also on Bell Street, in 
May 2018 as a nod to Anthony’s favourite food from 
home.

If he wasn’t busy enough, Anthony opened Bird
Rock, the next evolution for a well known Jan Juc 
venue, in November 2018.

“It’s kind of like having a third kid,” he says with a
laugh.

“Bird Rock is such a tricky beast to take over, it’s a
Jan Juc institution and everyone has a Bird Rock 
story.

“It’s been a great opportunity for some of the 

Roku Den team to move up the road and create a 
different kind of cuisine.

“I want to pay homage to its past and play a part
in writing the next chapter of Bird Rock’s history.”

Whenever the entrepreneur gets an opportunity,
he is making the most of the playground that is our 
region.

“The Surf Coast is such a brilliant place to live,” he
says.

“From our beaches and walking trails to surfing
and skating.

“Yes I work hard, but for me it also offers me so
many of the outlets I enjoy in life right here on my 
doorstep.”

The lifestyle isn’t the only thing keeping this 
expat on the Surf Coast.

“It’s an amazing community, even before I 
owned restaurants here I fell in love with the 
community here,” Anthony says.

“I feel like everybody from the residents to the
Surf Coast Shire to my staff and the overall 
community are batting for us and want to see us 
succeed.

“As a community we back each other quite well
and it’s an absolute pleasure owning businesses in 
Torquay.”

“There are so many awesome like-minded 
people that I enjoy hanging out with and have made 
lifelong friends with.

“It is the fun and forward-thinking people on the
Surf Coast that make it amazing.”

Roku Den is at 34 Bell Street, Torquay.
Alisitos is at 46 Bell Street, Torquay.
Bird Rock is at 2 Princes Terrace, Jan Juc.

S U R F  C O A S T

RIDING THE WAVE

Anthony Gist,
owner of Roku Den,
Alisitos and Bird Rock.
Photos: Peter Ristevski



Wye River resident Yvonne 
Sheppard (above) reflects on 
the Christmas Day bushfires 
of 2015, which claimed her 
home. Photo: Mike Dugdale

GREAT OCEAN ROAD HAMLET WYE RIVER IS RETURNING TO ITS FORMER GLORY AFTER BUSHFIRES IN 
2015. A UNITED COMMUNITY HAS BOLSTERED THE RECOVERY EFFORT,  WRITES OLIVIA REED

AS ash and debris rained down on communities 
along the Great Ocean Road on Christmas Day 2015, 
it was hard to imagine how towns would recover. 

But the community has risen from the ashes 
buoyed by an incredible love for the region. 

While fire may have claimed her home and 
worldly possessions, Wye River’s Yvonne Sheppard 
is looking forward to a future in the town she 
adores. 

Yvonne says she always knew living in the 
Otways came with an increased risk of bushfires, 
but no one could have expected how the fire would 
gut the small coastal town. 

“You hoped it would never come, but you always
wondered when your turn would be up,” she recalls. 

Reflecting on the days before the fire, when she
left town for her sister’s house in Colac on 
December 23, Yvonne remembers giving 
consideration to the Jamieson Creek fire that had 
been burning for about a week. She decided to take 
her dogs, Meggy and Marco with her “just in case”.

The Wye River resident of 15 years had barely 
eaten her Christmas dessert at the Farmers Arms 
Hotel in Beeac when news of the devastation in her 
home town became clear.

“Boxing Day they bussed us into town and I 
walked into the station and I had these big firemen 
put their arms around me and say ‘sorry about your 
house, Yvonne’,” she remembers.

In the aftermath of the fire she recalls sitting at
her computer typing and listening to waterbombing 
helicopters flying overhead. 

The ferocious fire destroyed 118 homes, forced
major events to be relocated or cancelled and kept 
tourists away.

But after living in a friend’s flat for three years, 
Yvonne has finally moved in to a newly-built replica 
of her fully-insured original house. 

“I took the keys last September,” she explains. 
“It’s almost exactly the same except it has all the

fire safety improvements.” 
Yvonne says she couldn’t imagine living 

anywhere other than Wye River, with its luscious 
environment, thriving wildlife and stunning sea 
views. 

“I just love it, I love the setting of Wye River,” she
says. 

The dedicated Wye River resident says the town
had many “angels” who helped others quietly and 
without fuss, which exemplified the caring nature of 
the community. 

As the town began to rebuild itself, Yvonne 
credits the Wye Sep Kennett Renewal Association — 
which comprised nine community members, 
council and State Government representatives — 
and its subcommittees for helping her focus on the 
future. 

“It is a strong community,” she says. 
“The association helped me by allowing me to 

focus on helping my community. 
“We found very early in the piece most people

wanted to get together, talk and have a chat.” 
The association developed a 23-point plan to 

guide the renewal of the community over three 
years, beginning immediately after the fire. 

The group held its final meeting in March after
achieving almost all of its objectives. 

Wye Sep Kennett Renewal Association co-chair
Joanne Tyler says the association’s “non-stop” work 
was finally done. 

“The association was empowering the 
community to guide its own future,” she says.

“We needed to signal to the community that the
work was done.”

Joanne, whose house was also damaged in the
fire, said the town had retained its unique 
characteristics and held a special place in the hearts 
of its inhabitants. 

“The legacy item we have achieved is a walk 
from Wye River to Jamieson River,” she says. 

“By the fourth anniversary of the fire we will have
a walk that follows the path of the fire, but it is made 
in stone so it will be there in perpetuity.

“It’s something good out of something bad.”
Joanne says she hopes the association’s model

of renewal after a bushfire would inform the 
recovery efforts of fire-ravaged communities in the 
future. 

Meanwhile, Yvonne is careful to acknowledge 
that people in the community are progressing at 
different rates, some are still in the process of 
rebuilding their homes and there is still work to be 
done.

“I’m getting my neighbourhood back,” she says.
“People have realised you can survive these 

things. The circle has been completed.”
And the long-time resident has no plans of 

leaving her beloved Wye River anytime soon. 
“I’ll stay here in Wye River as long as I can,” she 

says. 
“You can lose your home but life goes on and 

you can re-establish your life.”

C O L A C  O T W A Y  S H I R E

FUTURE IS BRIGHT AFTER FIRE
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Landowner Mary Ann Holt 
with grandson Harry 
McDonald on her Mt 
Gellibrand property, which 
is home to wind turbines.

GAMECHANGING WIND 
TURBINES ARE TURNING THE 
FOCUS OF AGRICULTURAL 
FARMERS TO NEW-AGE 
BUSINESS MODELS, WRITES 
GREG DUNDAS

MARY Ann Holt grew up with homemade windmills 
on her family property, and has grown to love the 
modern industrial versions that now look down on 
her farm west of Winchelsea.

At 150m tall, each of the 10 turbines on her Mt
Gellibrand property ‘Turkeith’ reaches twice as high 
as the light towers at Geelong’s Kardinia Park.

Equally imposing and graceful, the turbines have
changed the landscape of the area, both 
aesthetically and financially.

Mrs Holt and her husband Tim use the “risk-free”
income they pocket from turbine owner Acciona 
Energy as an insurance policy to protect their 
merino wool operation from the vagaries of 
drought, fire, famine and disease.

“They (the turbines) are a gamechanger for us …
(in farming) you need to have a second stream of 
business,” Mary Ann says.

“If anything were to happen we now know we’ve
got a fixed income that will keep coming in.

“That’s why farmers want them.”
Located in one of Victoria’s windiest inland 

regions, Turkeith hosts 10 of 44 turbines in 
Acciona’s Mt Gellibrand wind farm, with 
neighbouring farmers also involved in the $258 
million project.

Switched on in June last year, the 132MW wind
farm could reportedly power 60,000 households, 
but its production is presently capped by the market
regulator.

The energy generated at Mt Gellibrand is 
presently fed into the grid, while Acciona has started 
building a new wind farm at Mortlake South. 

Meanwhile, Danish turbine company Vestas has
teamed with homegrown Aussie engineering firm 
Marand to create a renewables hub at the former 

Ford factory in North Geelong.
Also keen to tap into the carbon fibre expertise

at Deakin University in Geelong, Vestas said it would 
start assembling parts for turbines in the factory 
later this year and install them at its proposed wind 
farms at Berrybank and Dundonnell.

Fully operational, those two wind farms would
be capable of generating enough energy to power 
the cities of Geelong, Ballarat and Warrnambool, the 
firm predicts.

But the biggest project of all is planned for 
Rokewood in the Golden Plains Shire.

With approval granted by the State Government,
WestWind Energy is poised to create the largest 
wind farm in the southern hemisphere if its project 
is backed by Canberra.

Its $1.7 billion plan would see as many 235 
turbines spread across 40 properties in a 17,000ha 
region northwest of Geelong.

Capable of powering 400,000 homes, the 
project is forecast to reduce Australia’s annual 
carbon dioxide emissions by 3 million tonnes.

Landowners have been promised about 
$15,000 per year for each turbine on their property, 
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while WestWind has also vowed to pay those living 
within 2km of the devices at least $1000 per 
annum. 

Having purchased her property seven years ago
knowing a contract with Acciona was already in 
place, Mary Ann predicts — and hopes — the offer 
might help open some minds to the benefits of 
wind turbines.

“People have been taught to be afraid of them,
but it is fascinating how much people want to know 
about them and how keen they are to come and 
stand under them,” she says.

She says the “low hum” of her turbines is 
unobtrusive, comparing it to the sound of the sea 
that comforts many coastal residents.

“Until the day they were turned on I was really 
worried (about the noise) because I’d heard horror 
stories” she says.

“But the wind farm hasn’t impacted on our 
ambience what so ever.

“It’s a new noise in the environment, and in the
end you don’t hear it — unless you want to.

“(The turbines) have improved, not diminished,
how we can do things on the property.”



Wye River resident Yvonne 
Sheppard (above) reflects on 
the Christmas Day bushfires 
of 2015, which claimed her 
home. Photo: Mike Dugdale

GREAT OCEAN ROAD HAMLET WYE RIVER IS RETURNING TO ITS FORMER GLORY AFTER BUSHFIRES IN 
2015. A UNITED COMMUNITY HAS BOLSTERED THE RECOVERY EFFORT,  WRITES OLIVIA REED

AS ash and debris rained down on communities 
along the Great Ocean Road on Christmas Day 2015, 
it was hard to imagine how towns would recover. 

But the community has risen from the ashes 
buoyed by an incredible love for the region. 

While fire may have claimed her home and 
worldly possessions, Wye River’s Yvonne Sheppard 
is looking forward to a future in the town she 
adores. 

Yvonne says she always knew living in the 
Otways came with an increased risk of bushfires, 
but no one could have expected how the fire would 
gut the small coastal town. 

“You hoped it would never come, but you always
wondered when your turn would be up,” she recalls. 

Reflecting on the days before the fire, when she
left town for her sister’s house in Colac on 
December 23, Yvonne remembers giving 
consideration to the Jamieson Creek fire that had 
been burning for about a week. She decided to take 
her dogs, Meggy and Marco with her “just in case”.

The Wye River resident of 15 years had barely 
eaten her Christmas dessert at the Farmers Arms 
Hotel in Beeac when news of the devastation in her 
home town became clear.

“Boxing Day they bussed us into town and I 
walked into the station and I had these big firemen 
put their arms around me and say ‘sorry about your 
house, Yvonne’,” she remembers.

In the aftermath of the fire she recalls sitting at
her computer typing and listening to waterbombing 
helicopters flying overhead. 

The ferocious fire destroyed 118 homes, forced
major events to be relocated or cancelled and kept 
tourists away.

But after living in a friend’s flat for three years, 
Yvonne has finally moved in to a newly-built replica 
of her fully-insured original house. 

“I took the keys last September,” she explains. 
“It’s almost exactly the same except it has all the

fire safety improvements.” 
Yvonne says she couldn’t imagine living 

anywhere other than Wye River, with its luscious 
environment, thriving wildlife and stunning sea 
views. 

“I just love it, I love the setting of Wye River,” she
says. 

The dedicated Wye River resident says the town
had many “angels” who helped others quietly and 
without fuss, which exemplified the caring nature of 
the community. 

As the town began to rebuild itself, Yvonne 
credits the Wye Sep Kennett Renewal Association — 
which comprised nine community members, 
council and State Government representatives — 
and its subcommittees for helping her focus on the 
future. 

“It is a strong community,” she says. 
“The association helped me by allowing me to 

focus on helping my community. 
“We found very early in the piece most people

wanted to get together, talk and have a chat.” 
The association developed a 23-point plan to 

guide the renewal of the community over three 
years, beginning immediately after the fire. 

The group held its final meeting in March after
achieving almost all of its objectives. 

Wye Sep Kennett Renewal Association co-chair
Joanne Tyler says the association’s “non-stop” work 
was finally done. 

“The association was empowering the 
community to guide its own future,” she says.

“We needed to signal to the community that the
work was done.”

Joanne, whose house was also damaged in the
fire, said the town had retained its unique 
characteristics and held a special place in the hearts 
of its inhabitants. 

“The legacy item we have achieved is a walk 
from Wye River to Jamieson River,” she says. 

“By the fourth anniversary of the fire we will have
a walk that follows the path of the fire, but it is made 
in stone so it will be there in perpetuity.

“It’s something good out of something bad.”
Joanne says she hopes the association’s model

of renewal after a bushfire would inform the 
recovery efforts of fire-ravaged communities in the 
future. 

Meanwhile, Yvonne is careful to acknowledge 
that people in the community are progressing at 
different rates, some are still in the process of 
rebuilding their homes and there is still work to be 
done.

“I’m getting my neighbourhood back,” she says.
“People have realised you can survive these 

things. The circle has been completed.”
And the long-time resident has no plans of 

leaving her beloved Wye River anytime soon. 
“I’ll stay here in Wye River as long as I can,” she 

says. 
“You can lose your home but life goes on and 

you can re-establish your life.”

C O L A C  O T W A Y  S H I R E

FUTURE IS BRIGHT AFTER FIRE
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Landowner Mary Ann Holt 
with grandson Harry 
McDonald on her Mt 
Gellibrand property, which 
is home to wind turbines.

GAMECHANGING WIND 
TURBINES ARE TURNING THE 
FOCUS OF AGRICULTURAL 
FARMERS TO NEW-AGE 
BUSINESS MODELS, WRITES 
GREG DUNDAS

MARY Ann Holt grew up with homemade windmills 
on her family property, and has grown to love the 
modern industrial versions that now look down on 
her farm west of Winchelsea.

At 150m tall, each of the 10 turbines on her Mt
Gellibrand property ‘Turkeith’ reaches twice as high 
as the light towers at Geelong’s Kardinia Park.

Equally imposing and graceful, the turbines have
changed the landscape of the area, both 
aesthetically and financially.

Mrs Holt and her husband Tim use the “risk-free”
income they pocket from turbine owner Acciona 
Energy as an insurance policy to protect their 
merino wool operation from the vagaries of 
drought, fire, famine and disease.

“They (the turbines) are a gamechanger for us …
(in farming) you need to have a second stream of 
business,” Mary Ann says.

“If anything were to happen we now know we’ve
got a fixed income that will keep coming in.

“That’s why farmers want them.”
Located in one of Victoria’s windiest inland 

regions, Turkeith hosts 10 of 44 turbines in 
Acciona’s Mt Gellibrand wind farm, with 
neighbouring farmers also involved in the $258 
million project.

Switched on in June last year, the 132MW wind
farm could reportedly power 60,000 households, 
but its production is presently capped by the market
regulator.

The energy generated at Mt Gellibrand is 
presently fed into the grid, while Acciona has started 
building a new wind farm at Mortlake South. 

Meanwhile, Danish turbine company Vestas has
teamed with homegrown Aussie engineering firm 
Marand to create a renewables hub at the former 

Ford factory in North Geelong.
Also keen to tap into the carbon fibre expertise

at Deakin University in Geelong, Vestas said it would 
start assembling parts for turbines in the factory 
later this year and install them at its proposed wind 
farms at Berrybank and Dundonnell.

Fully operational, those two wind farms would
be capable of generating enough energy to power 
the cities of Geelong, Ballarat and Warrnambool, the 
firm predicts.

But the biggest project of all is planned for 
Rokewood in the Golden Plains Shire.

With approval granted by the State Government,
WestWind Energy is poised to create the largest 
wind farm in the southern hemisphere if its project 
is backed by Canberra.

Its $1.7 billion plan would see as many 235 
turbines spread across 40 properties in a 17,000ha 
region northwest of Geelong.

Capable of powering 400,000 homes, the 
project is forecast to reduce Australia’s annual 
carbon dioxide emissions by 3 million tonnes.

Landowners have been promised about 
$15,000 per year for each turbine on their property, 
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while WestWind has also vowed to pay those living 
within 2km of the devices at least $1000 per 
annum. 

Having purchased her property seven years ago
knowing a contract with Acciona was already in 
place, Mary Ann predicts — and hopes — the offer 
might help open some minds to the benefits of 
wind turbines.

“People have been taught to be afraid of them,
but it is fascinating how much people want to know 
about them and how keen they are to come and 
stand under them,” she says.

She says the “low hum” of her turbines is 
unobtrusive, comparing it to the sound of the sea 
that comforts many coastal residents.

“Until the day they were turned on I was really 
worried (about the noise) because I’d heard horror 
stories” she says.

“But the wind farm hasn’t impacted on our 
ambience what so ever.

“It’s a new noise in the environment, and in the
end you don’t hear it — unless you want to.

“(The turbines) have improved, not diminished,
how we can do things on the property.”
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ACHIEVING OUR CLEVER AND 
CREATIVE FUTURE TOGETHER
At the City of Greater Geelong, we are guided by our community’s 30-year vision for a 
clever and creative future. 

Representing the voices of more than 16,000 members of our community, Greater Geelong: A Clever 
and Creative Future is a guide for all levels of government, community organisations, businesses and 
individuals wanting to make a genuine contribution to achieving the aspirations we collectively hold for 
our city-region.

Clever and creative is about developing a consistent approach to getting things done. It’s about 
collaboration, embracing innovation, and new ways of doing things. It includes all sectors and everyone 
can contribute by applying the vision to their work, their organisations and their lives.

At the heart of our community’s vision is the desire for recognition regionally, nationally and 
internationally for being clever and creative. We are proud that we have had early success with 
Geelong’s international recognition by UNESCO for its contributions in the field of design.

EARLY SUCCESS: UNESCO CITY OF DESIGN 
In October 2017, the UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) designated Geelong as a UNESCO City 
of Design. We are Australia’s first (and only) City of Design and join an international network of 180 cities 
committed to the power of creativity and innovation in building sustainable cities. 

Our international partners provide us with extensive resources that will help us to enhance how we 
plan for the future, putting people first and using technology, entrepreneurship and innovation to drive 
creative responses.

The designation as a UNESCO City of Design recognises our region’s proud history of design 
achievements which originated with the Wadawurrung people. We are committed to partnering with our 
community to build on our achievements and continue to develop a world-class, sustainable city.

To find out more about the Clever and Creative Vision or the UNESCO Creative Cities designation visit:

www.geelongaustralia.com.au/clevercreative   |    www.geelongcityofdesign.com.au
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POINT LONSDALE’S JOSIE HORNE IS CITY OF 
GREATER GEELONG’S FIRST JUNIOR MAYOR. AS 
THE 15-YEAR-OLD WRITES, YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE 
AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN THE REGION

ALBUS Dumbledore stated in Harry Potter 
and the Half-blood Prince that “age is 
foolish and forgetful when it 
underestimates youth” and I am so grateful
that the Greater Geelong council does not, 
and never has underestimated the 
importance of young people in this region.

My name is Josie Horne and I was 
recently voted in as the Youth Mayor. 

I’m 15 years-old and am passionate 
about the ocean, current affairs, travelling 
and the Harry Potter series. 

I am proud to live on the Bellarine 
Peninsula and have loved growing up in 
the Geelong region.

I am so thankful to be able to go to the
beach and walk through the sleepy streets 
of Point Lonsdale while being only 30 
minutes away from central Geelong and all 
its great facilities, food and culture. 

I love living near Geelong, and my 
childhood was filled with trips to the beach 
and Kardinia pool, bike riding and playing 
basketball.

Going to Eastern Beach, the Geelong
library and eating international food 
brightens my day and it’s amazing that 
these opportunities are right on my 
doorstep.

As an avid sports fan, swimming in 
annual Geelong district competitions at 
Kardinia Pool was a highlight of my year 
while at primary school.

Meeting new people from all over the
region, being part of a friendly community 
and summer days in the sun with my 
friends is something I’ll never take for 
granted. 

Surfing lessons early on Sunday 
mornings were so much fun, no matter 
whether it was raining in April or crystal 
clear in February. 

I always love going to the beach and I’m
always the first one to dive underwater.

As Junior Mayor, I will be leading and 
working alongside the Geelong Youth 
Council to recommend projects and 
initiatives that make a positive change for 
young people and our community. 

This youth council aims to engage with
as many young people as possible, 
targeting areas such as youth mental 
health, environmental sustainability and 
community safety, especially in central 
Geelong.

Our major focus will be to engage with
young people from all socio-economic and 
cultural backgrounds. 

Whether it is asking them questions on
specific topics, organising youth forums or 
just having conversations, the youth 
council’s mission is to listen to the 
collective voice of Geelong’s youth and act 
upon it. 

We are already moving in the right 
direction and Geelong’s future is bright. 

We are going to live in a place full of 
happiness, opportunity and respect for 
others. 

The cultural buzz of central Geelong will
spread throughout the region.

The beaches and national parks will be
preserved. 

New jobs and tertiary study options will
open up. 

With the The Gordon and recently-
opened Geelong Tech School, not only will 
our youth want to stay here, but young 
people from around Victoria will be drawn 
to Geelong.

The youth council and I will do 
everything we can to make the City of 
Greater Geelong more prosperous for 
young people to live, work and flourish in 
the future.

Josie Horne
Junior Mayor

Y O U T H  C O U N C I L

YOUNG LEADERS 
STAND TALL
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Artist Felicity Spear, 
pictured at her Batesford
studio, will have works 
displayed in The Moon 
exhibition at Geelong 
Gallery. Photos: Peter 
Ristevski and supplied.

THE SPOTLIGHT WILL BE ON THE MOON AND ALL ITS MAGIC 
IN A SPECIAL ART EXHIBITION AT GEELONG GALLERY LATER 
THIS YEAR, WRITES TAMARA MCDONALD

A NEW exhibition at Geelong Gallery, set to coincide 
with the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing, 
brings together artistic responses to the magnificent 
celestial body. 

Local artists are among many talented creatives
who have contributed to the exhibition, titled The 
Moon, later this year.

Works spanning several artistic methods, and 
from different eras, will be on show in the 
celebration of the night sky’s brightest light. 

Felicity Spear works across multiple mediums 
from her Batesford studio on the rural fringe of 
Geelong. 

Felicity has long been inspired by astronomy. 
It’s one of the key themes the multidisciplinary 

artist, who works in painting, sculpture, and 
photography, focuses on. 

In 2009 — the International Year of Astronomy —
she was included in the National Gallery of Victoria’s 
exhibition Shared Sky. 

Her impressive digital inkjet print Somnium — 
which means ‘dream’ in Latin — will feature in The 
Moon exhibition. 

“The work I made for this exhibition is a series of
handheld photographic images of the moon taken 
during eclipses, interspersed with images I’ve taken 
from different parts of Australia,” Felicity explains. 

The exhibition will include historical works made
when the moon could only be viewed from afar, 
pieces from the 1960s space race era, as well as 
more contemporary works informed by the 
increased knowledge and imagery born from space 
exploration. 

There will be works located throughout the 
galleries linked with literature, film, music and 
science. The Moon will incorporate works from a 
number of national and state institutions including 

loans from the National Gallery of Australia, 
National Gallery of Victoria, Art Gallery of New 
South Wales, Australian Centre for the Moving 
Image, Heide Museum of Modern Art, various 
regional galleries, private collections and Geelong 
Gallery’s own collection.

Geelong Gallery senior curator Lisa Sullivan is the
curator of the exhibition. 

“This rich subject is explored through works 
spanning centuries — from a 16th century woodcut 
by Albrecht Dürer to artistic responses made in this 
anniversary year — and across five key exhibition 
themes,” Lisa explains. 

Meanwhile, renowned local Archibald Prize-
winning artist Janet Dawson will also have multiple 
moon-inspired pieces in the Geelong Gallery 
exhibition. 

Janet lived in country New South Wales for 
many years with her late husband, and the moon 
was a “close companion” of theirs on the property. 

Observing the progress of the moon was an 
“intimate thing” for the couple, she recalls. 

“The full moon causes a great deal of activity in
the world,” Janet says. 

The now-Ocean Grove resident has long drawn
artistic inspiration from the moon. 

“This is why the gallery asked whether I’d like to
be involved, there are many paintings and drawings 
I’ve done over the years,” she says. 

“I think it’s going to be a wonderful exhibition.”

The Moon exhibition will explore five themes:

EVOCATIONS AND IMAGININGS — bringing 
together historical works of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries in which the moon casts an 
atmospheric glow across a landscape.

JOURNEYS TO THE MOON — unearthing 1960s 
NASA photographs and American artist Michael 
Light’s moving image collage displayed alongside 
contemporary works variously inspired by space 
travel, concepts of populating the moon, and the 
lunar surface.
LIGHT OF THE MOON — encompassing two key 
installations: Katie Paterson’s Lightbulb to simulate 
moonlight and Louise Weaver’s Moonlight becomes 
you. Paterson’s single bulb emits rays approximating 
the light of a full moon. Weaver presents a new 
version of an earlier work to create an immersive 
environment where nocturnal creatures live by 
moonlight.
PHASES OF THE MOON — referencing the 
constantly-changing shape of the moon as it moves 
through the lunar cycle. 
PAPER MOON — presenting an array of works 
across drawing, printmaking and photography 
platforms. 

The Moon will show at the Geelong Gallery, 55 Little 
Malop Street, from June 15 to September 1. Entry is 
free. 

G E E L O N G  G A L L E R Y

MOON IS THE STAR  
OF GALLERY SHOW
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JUNIOR MAYOR 
Josie Horne
Age: 15 
Ward: Bellarine
Youth employment 
opportunities, community 
safety in central Geelong, 
public transport.

YOUTH COUNCIL
Carmen MacLeod
Age: 15 
Ward: Windermere
Equality, mental health, 
understanding others.

Erin Robertson
Age: 12
Ward: Windermere
Bullying, alcohol and other 
drugs, safe homes and 
education for young people.

Logan Chandler
Age: 16
Ward: Windermere
Stress, mental health and 
suicide.

Amelia Charleson
Age: 13
Ward: Kardinia
The environment, 
homelessness, graffiti.

Georgia Delaney
Age: 14 
Ward: Kardinia
Body image, the environment, 
homelessness, education.

Lainey Karlich
Age: 13
Ward: Kardinia
Mental health, education 
and support.

Jaeger Fawcett
Age: 13
Ward: Bellarine
Cyber bullying/social media, 
school transport, accessible 
music classes.

Elkin Wittenberg
Age: 14
Ward: Bellarine
Community safety, 
accessible transport on the 
Bellarine, the environment.

Jesse Pappalardo
Age: 16
Ward: Brownbill
Mental health, drugs and 
alcohol, cyber bullying.

Lulu Joske
Age: 12
Ward: Brownbill
Bullying, online safety, 
environment and 
sustainability, homelessness, 
helping those who need it.

Matty Pisotsky
Age: 13
Ward: Brownbill
Safety, cleaning up central 
Geelong, tourism and trade 
in central Geelong.

CITY OF GREATER GEELONG’S YOUTH COUNCILLORS 
SHARE WHAT ISSUES ARE IMPORTANT TO THEM
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which means ‘dream’ in Latin — will feature in The 
Moon exhibition. 

“The work I made for this exhibition is a series of
handheld photographic images of the moon taken 
during eclipses, interspersed with images I’ve taken 
from different parts of Australia,” Felicity explains. 

The exhibition will include historical works made
when the moon could only be viewed from afar, 
pieces from the 1960s space race era, as well as 
more contemporary works informed by the 
increased knowledge and imagery born from space 
exploration. 

There will be works located throughout the 
galleries linked with literature, film, music and 
science. The Moon will incorporate works from a 
number of national and state institutions including 

loans from the National Gallery of Australia, 
National Gallery of Victoria, Art Gallery of New 
South Wales, Australian Centre for the Moving 
Image, Heide Museum of Modern Art, various 
regional galleries, private collections and Geelong 
Gallery’s own collection.

Geelong Gallery senior curator Lisa Sullivan is the
curator of the exhibition. 

“This rich subject is explored through works 
spanning centuries — from a 16th century woodcut 
by Albrecht Dürer to artistic responses made in this 
anniversary year — and across five key exhibition 
themes,” Lisa explains. 

Meanwhile, renowned local Archibald Prize-
winning artist Janet Dawson will also have multiple 
moon-inspired pieces in the Geelong Gallery 
exhibition. 

Janet lived in country New South Wales for 
many years with her late husband, and the moon 
was a “close companion” of theirs on the property. 

Observing the progress of the moon was an 
“intimate thing” for the couple, she recalls. 

“The full moon causes a great deal of activity in
the world,” Janet says. 

The now-Ocean Grove resident has long drawn
artistic inspiration from the moon. 

“This is why the gallery asked whether I’d like to
be involved, there are many paintings and drawings 
I’ve done over the years,” she says. 

“I think it’s going to be a wonderful exhibition.”

The Moon exhibition will explore five themes:

EVOCATIONS AND IMAGININGS — bringing 
together historical works of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries in which the moon casts an 
atmospheric glow across a landscape.

JOURNEYS TO THE MOON — unearthing 1960s 
NASA photographs and American artist Michael 
Light’s moving image collage displayed alongside 
contemporary works variously inspired by space 
travel, concepts of populating the moon, and the 
lunar surface.
LIGHT OF THE MOON — encompassing two key 
installations: Katie Paterson’s Lightbulb to simulate 
moonlight and Louise Weaver’s Moonlight becomes 
you. Paterson’s single bulb emits rays approximating 
the light of a full moon. Weaver presents a new 
version of an earlier work to create an immersive 
environment where nocturnal creatures live by 
moonlight.
PHASES OF THE MOON — referencing the 
constantly-changing shape of the moon as it moves 
through the lunar cycle. 
PAPER MOON — presenting an array of works 
across drawing, printmaking and photography 
platforms. 

The Moon will show at the Geelong Gallery, 55 Little 
Malop Street, from June 15 to September 1. Entry is 
free. 

G E E L O N G  G A L L E R Y

MOON IS THE STAR  
OF GALLERY SHOW
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JUNIOR MAYOR 
Josie Horne
Age: 15 
Ward: Bellarine
Youth employment 
opportunities, community 
safety in central Geelong, 
public transport.

YOUTH COUNCIL
Carmen MacLeod
Age: 15 
Ward: Windermere
Equality, mental health, 
understanding others.

Erin Robertson
Age: 12
Ward: Windermere
Bullying, alcohol and other 
drugs, safe homes and 
education for young people.

Logan Chandler
Age: 16
Ward: Windermere
Stress, mental health and 
suicide.

Amelia Charleson
Age: 13
Ward: Kardinia
The environment, 
homelessness, graffiti.

Georgia Delaney
Age: 14 
Ward: Kardinia
Body image, the environment, 
homelessness, education.

Lainey Karlich
Age: 13
Ward: Kardinia
Mental health, education 
and support.

Jaeger Fawcett
Age: 13
Ward: Bellarine
Cyber bullying/social media, 
school transport, accessible 
music classes.

Elkin Wittenberg
Age: 14
Ward: Bellarine
Community safety, 
accessible transport on the 
Bellarine, the environment.

Jesse Pappalardo
Age: 16
Ward: Brownbill
Mental health, drugs and 
alcohol, cyber bullying.

Lulu Joske
Age: 12
Ward: Brownbill
Bullying, online safety, 
environment and 
sustainability, homelessness, 
helping those who need it.

Matty Pisotsky
Age: 13
Ward: Brownbill
Safety, cleaning up central 
Geelong, tourism and trade 
in central Geelong.

CITY OF GREATER GEELONG’S YOUTH COUNCILLORS 
SHARE WHAT ISSUES ARE IMPORTANT TO THEM



Above: Bern Evertsen with 
daughter Wendy and 
grandson Kade at Viva 
Energy’s Geelong refinery. 
Photo: supplied; Below: 
Historical photos courtesy of 
the University of Melbourne 
archives. Photos: Helmut 
Newton, circa 1950s. 

CORIO’S HISTORIC REFINERY CONTINUES TO POWER THE 
COMMUNITY, PROVIDE LIFELONG CAREERS FOR FAMILIES 
AND SUPPLY FUEL FOR THE STATE, WRITES JEMMA RYAN 

FOUR generations of Bern Evertsen’s family have 
worked at the Geelong refinery. 

His father, Peter, was an electrician during the 
initial construction in the early ’50s and transferred 
to Shell in 1955. 

In 1967 Bern followed in the footsteps of his late
father, taking up an electrical apprenticeship with 
the company where he continued as a loyal 
employee for almost 40 years, eventually retiring 
from his position as a senior electrical engineer in 
2006. 

Before he departed, a third generation of 
Evertsen’s — Bern’s daughter Wendy — began work 
at the Corio site which occupies 120 hectares of land
adjacent to Corio Bay. 

Now, Bern’s grandson Kade has commenced an
apprenticeship of his own there. 

Their family is just one from across the region 
whose own story is intrinsically linked to the site 
now operated by Viva Energy. 

What is often forgotten, is that the refinery 
almost failed to get off the ground. 

The site was originally meant to be a bitumen 
and lubricants plant, not a petroleum refinery.

Construction of the refinery was a massive effort

spanning three years, costing 20 million pounds and 
employing more than 1000 construction workers 
from around Australia and the globe. 

The job drew heavily on labour from European 
migrants seeking new lives after the horrors and 
destruction of World War II.

Workers from a total of 14 European countries,
including Holland, Italy, Lithuania, Latvia, Britain, and 
France came to work on the project which 
transformed the Corio site, formerly a little-used 
paddock, with ready road, rail and sea access. 

Two hundred ships brought in project materials,
while the then-largest crane in the Southern 
Hemisphere, at 64.5 metres, was used to swing 30-
tonne sections into place. 

Many returning visitors to the region recall how,
as a child headed to the Surf Coast or Bellarine 
Peninsula for a seaside getaway, the stacks — 
constructed in 1979 — signified the nearing of their 
destination.

The 120-metre structure stands at 45 storeys 
high and comprises the equivalent of 200 concrete 
trucks. 

The site, which marked its 65th anniversary in 
March, is one of four refineries remaining in Australia. 

More than half a century later, the refinery 
remains a vital contributor to Australia’s energy 
needs and a key employer of the region — spending 
$250 million locally each year in wages and services. 

It currently employs about 700 people and 
provides Victoria with more than 50 per cent of its 
fuel supply. 

Its support of, and involvement in, the local 
community extends to its sponsorship of Geelong 
Football Club’s inaugural AFL women’s team, 
recognition of volunteers at local sporting clubs and 
programs directed at addressing social issues of 
mental health and substance misuse. 

In addition to being a leader on gender equality
locally and nationally, Viva’s commitment to 
improving the representation of women at its 
Geelong site will mean the stories of generational 
workers at the Geelong refinery — like the Evertsen 
family — will continue, if not expand, in years to 
come. 

V I V A  E N E R G Y

NEXT GENERATION
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   nlock the potentialBusinessin your

• Improving operational excellence
• Developing leadership & skills
• Positioning, networking & advocacy
• Building industry synergies
• Innovation through advanced technology

Our programs support business 
growth, diversification, innovation 
and technology adoption. We assist 
members in improving leadership, 
supply chain efficiency, better 
engagement and sustainability.

Join the GMC and gain access to business 
growth programs and events, including:

• Industry Leaders Forum
• Leadership for Manufacturing Excellence 

Program
• Regional Industry Collaboration Program
• Engineering Network Geelong
• Entrepreneurs’ Programme
• Women in Manufacturing Network
• Manufacturing Excellence Network
• Advanced Fibre Cluster

GEELONG MANUFACTURING COUNCIL (GMC) REPRESENTS MORE THAN 130 OF 
GEELONG’S LEADING INDUSTRY MEMBERS WHO WANT TO GROW THEIR BUSINESS. 
WE ADVANCE REGIONAL MANUFACTURING THROUGH:

 Advanced Manufacturing Food Chemicals & Refining Engineering Metal Fibre & Textiles Timber Processing Advanced Fibre

Major sponsors: Government partners: Industry partners:

www.geelongmanufacturingcouncil.com.au

leadership 
skills

innovation
networking

collaboration

Join the GMC: 03 5222 8000



Deans Marsh resident Toni 
Stevens leads a tribe of 
environmentally-conscious 
young people in the region. 
Photo: Glenn Ferguson

YOUNG VOLUNTEERS FROM 
ACROSS THE GEELONG 
REGION ARE GATHERING TO 
MAKE A POSITIVE 
DIFFERENCE TO THE 
ENVIRONMENT, WRITES 
JEN SHAND

KEEN conservationist Toni Stevens of Deans Marsh 
knows the recipe works.

Take a group of young people passionate about
the environment, add a dash of adventure with 
equal parts of enthusiasm and drive to make a 
positive difference. Mix well. And watch people 
enjoy the flavours of Australia’s growing Intrepid 
Landcare movement.

Toni is a driving force behind Geelong Intrepid 
Landcare, a newly-formed group that brings 
together volunteers aged between 16 and 35 who 
want to improve the environment around them. 
She’s been actively involved in Intrepid Landcare’s 
journey from its early beginnings in Wollongong and 
on the Gold Coast about a decade ago, and she’s 
seen it morph into a vibrant national organisation 
attracting keen young volunteers to the Landcare 
movement.

“We try to pair any Landcare activity with some
kind of outdoor adventure,” Toni says.

“That could be a sunrise hike up a mountain, a 
surfing lesson or a camp out. It’s all about making it a 
fun, interesting and rewarding experience.”

Toni, 34, is the communication co-ordinator at
Cape Otway-based Conservation Ecology Centre. 
She’s been drawn to the natural world since her 
childhood in Wollongong and her love for 
conservation and ecology runs deep. She believes 
the Intrepid model is a good way to help succession 
plan Landcare’s valuable volunteer efforts for 
decades to come.

“Intrepid Landcare’s been met with enthusiasm
by the younger generation, who now see Landcare 
as something they can get involved in, while the 
older generation from Landcare are really wanting 
to engage with young people,” Toni says.

The Geelong group, called a tribe, is one of 14 
tribes in the national organisation and welcomes 
people from across Greater Geelong, Surf Coast, 

Colac Otway, Golden Plains and Queenscliffe 
municipalities. The local tribe formed after an 
Intrepid leadership retreat at Staughton Vale last 
September.

Since then the group has helped build a rabbit-
exclusion fence at Mt Rothwell animal sanctuary 
near the You Yangs, taken part in Clean Up Australia 
Day efforts at Portarlington and helped out at 
Belmont’s Jerringot Wetland. They were also part of 
the inaugural Geelong Nature Forum in March, 
organised by Geelong Field Naturalists Club in 
partnership with the City of Greater Geelong.

“What we found through the leadership retreat is
young people are really passionate about this stuff, 
they really care about their futures, the future of the 
environment and the future world they want to live 
in,” Toni says.

“And they’re almost a little bit paralysed by the
anxiety of how big the task is and not knowing 
where to start to help, or not feeling there’s 
something they can do. A lot of it is just about 
providing that opportunity and invitation for those 
young people to come along and participate in 
Landcare and make a difference.”

Toni grew up in coastal NSW, in easy reach of 
beautiful natural environments. She camped, surfed 
and hiked and threw herself into tertiary studies 
focusing on vegetation and wildlife management 

and communications. That study combination 
cemented her passion for science communication.

She calls Deans Marsh home now after stints in
Melbourne and Geelong. The Intrepid Landcare 
volunteer lives with partner Michael Mackenzie on 
their acre and loves the community’s social 
conscience and connection to the environment.

“It’s made me appreciate the interaction 
between ecology, biodiversity and the farming 
landscape,” she says.

Toni, who also works for the Ecological Society
of Australia, is on the national board of Intrepid 
Landcare and relishes the momentum that’s now 
gathering across the Geelong region and further 
afield.

“There’s no question we’re facing huge 
challenges and lots of things are going to have to 
change in our lifetimes for us to continue to live and 
work in a healthy world,” Toni says.

But, with groups like Geelong Intrepid Landcare
working hard, she knows small steps can bring 
about positive change. And she urges interested 
people to join the push.

“Young people are really engaged and that is 
exciting and inspiring to see,” she says.

For more information see facebook.com/
GeelongIntrepidLandcare

C O N S E R V A T I O N

INTREPID
BUNCH
A FORCE 
UNITED
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James Murphy, owner of Sea 
All Dolphin Swims in Queen-
scliff, is passionate about 
protecting the ocean he 
loves. Photo: Glenn 
Ferguson

SURFER SHARES
LOVE OF THE SEA
A POINT LONSDALE SKIPPER AND SURFER SPENDS MUCH OF 
HIS LIFE UNDER WATER AND INSPIRING NEW ADVOCATES 
FOR THE OCEAN, WRITES CHANEL ZAGON

ONE surf was all it took to fall in love with the ocean 
and before he knew it, James Murphy’s life changed 
forever. 

For the Point Lonsdale skipper, who owns Sea All
Dolphin Swims in Queenscliff, it was while riding 
waves in the turquoise waters of Walkerville Point 
for the first time in 2006, he knew he had found his 
calling. 

A couple of years later, James packed up his 
Melbourne home and moved to Point Lonsdale, 
ready to dive deep into a new adventure on the 
Bellarine Peninsula. 

Previously, James worked in hospitality and sold
his own skateboards, but never felt completely 
fulfilled until he hit the surf. 

“I went surfing once and my life changed,” he 
remembers. 

“With skateboarding I always felt like there was
something missing — then jumping into the pristine 
surf there was just so much natural energy, beautiful 
sandstone cliffs, turquoise waters, and that was the 
missing link.

“It’s been an obsession 
since then.” 

The skipper first became involved with Sea All 
Dolphin Swims in 2013, after working as a surf 
coach. He later became the owner of the business
in 2017. 

Sea All Swim Dolphins takes swimmers on 
marine adventures, including snorkelling with sea 
life at points across southern Port Phillip Bay and 
Pope’s Eye marine park.

James describes the experience of swimming 
with some of the Earth’s most spectacular sea 
creatures such as burrunan dolphins and fur seals as 
“other-worldly”.

“What we do, you can’t compare it to anything,”
he says. 

“I have had a lot of jobs and this is hands-down
the most rewarding I have ever had.

“When you get in the water with these marine 
mammals they look at you for who you are and 
what you are — you’re stripped of all ego and taken 
back to what you actually are, the incentive of being 
and that in the essence is so rare and being able to 
do that for a living is extremely humbling and 
privileged.” 

While the sea adventure gives people a 
spectacular glimpse into the sea life of the bay, 
James says the experience goes much deeper than 
jaw-dropping sightings. 

In the snorkel experience, staff teach people 
about the human impacts to the waters, in an aim to 
help preserve the bay. 

Objects such as plastics and jet skis were 
among some of the dangerous human impacts 

which could affect sea creatures, James says. 
“We are providing these unique experiences

in our backyard and for a lot of people it’s
bucket list items,” he explains.

“But it’s also about shaping and

changing peoples’ attitudes and behaviours in the 
way they use waterways, it’s a powerful way to help 
preserve the environment.

“You create advocates for the sea.” 
When he first took over the business, the skipper

aimed to create year-round work rather than 
operating in peak seasonal periods. 

James completed a Bachelor of Commerce at 
Deakin University in the same year and found 
himself on a mission to think outside of the water to 
boost business opportunities. 

One of the business’s newest additions is a 
learning centre which is set to make a splash in the 
education sphere this year, delivering course 
content with a focus on marine biology and human 
impacts to the bay, to local secondary schools in 
term 2.

“My game plan from the beginning was to create
year-round revenue streams,” James shares. 

“We have marine biologists talking about the 
unique things they see in the educational packages, 
while everything is done locally and filmed in-house 
— it’s a way to stretch us through those colder few 
months.” 

Now spending most of his days on a boat 
cruising the ocean across Port Phillip Bay with the 
sea breeze whipping through his hair, James can’t 
help but smile as he realises he has found his true 
purpose in life. 

“It’s absolutely incredible,” he says. 
“Every day is unique and different … the ocean

just takes us.”

Find Sea All Dolphin Swims at Shop 3, Building 6, 
Queenscliff Boat Harbour. Dolphin season runs from 
October through until May. For more information, or 
to book, visit dolphinswims.com.au

M A R I N E  L I F E



Deans Marsh resident Toni 
Stevens leads a tribe of 
environmentally-conscious 
young people in the region. 
Photo: Glenn Ferguson

YOUNG VOLUNTEERS FROM 
ACROSS THE GEELONG 
REGION ARE GATHERING TO 
MAKE A POSITIVE 
DIFFERENCE TO THE 
ENVIRONMENT, WRITES 
JEN SHAND

KEEN conservationist Toni Stevens of Deans Marsh 
knows the recipe works.

Take a group of young people passionate about
the environment, add a dash of adventure with 
equal parts of enthusiasm and drive to make a 
positive difference. Mix well. And watch people 
enjoy the flavours of Australia’s growing Intrepid 
Landcare movement.

Toni is a driving force behind Geelong Intrepid 
Landcare, a newly-formed group that brings 
together volunteers aged between 16 and 35 who 
want to improve the environment around them. 
She’s been actively involved in Intrepid Landcare’s 
journey from its early beginnings in Wollongong and 
on the Gold Coast about a decade ago, and she’s 
seen it morph into a vibrant national organisation 
attracting keen young volunteers to the Landcare 
movement.

“We try to pair any Landcare activity with some
kind of outdoor adventure,” Toni says.

“That could be a sunrise hike up a mountain, a 
surfing lesson or a camp out. It’s all about making it a 
fun, interesting and rewarding experience.”

Toni, 34, is the communication co-ordinator at
Cape Otway-based Conservation Ecology Centre. 
She’s been drawn to the natural world since her 
childhood in Wollongong and her love for 
conservation and ecology runs deep. She believes 
the Intrepid model is a good way to help succession 
plan Landcare’s valuable volunteer efforts for 
decades to come.

“Intrepid Landcare’s been met with enthusiasm
by the younger generation, who now see Landcare 
as something they can get involved in, while the 
older generation from Landcare are really wanting 
to engage with young people,” Toni says.

The Geelong group, called a tribe, is one of 14 
tribes in the national organisation and welcomes 
people from across Greater Geelong, Surf Coast, 

Colac Otway, Golden Plains and Queenscliffe 
municipalities. The local tribe formed after an 
Intrepid leadership retreat at Staughton Vale last 
September.

Since then the group has helped build a rabbit-
exclusion fence at Mt Rothwell animal sanctuary 
near the You Yangs, taken part in Clean Up Australia 
Day efforts at Portarlington and helped out at 
Belmont’s Jerringot Wetland. They were also part of 
the inaugural Geelong Nature Forum in March, 
organised by Geelong Field Naturalists Club in 
partnership with the City of Greater Geelong.

“What we found through the leadership retreat is
young people are really passionate about this stuff, 
they really care about their futures, the future of the 
environment and the future world they want to live 
in,” Toni says.

“And they’re almost a little bit paralysed by the
anxiety of how big the task is and not knowing 
where to start to help, or not feeling there’s 
something they can do. A lot of it is just about 
providing that opportunity and invitation for those 
young people to come along and participate in 
Landcare and make a difference.”

Toni grew up in coastal NSW, in easy reach of 
beautiful natural environments. She camped, surfed 
and hiked and threw herself into tertiary studies 
focusing on vegetation and wildlife management 

and communications. That study combination 
cemented her passion for science communication.

She calls Deans Marsh home now after stints in
Melbourne and Geelong. The Intrepid Landcare 
volunteer lives with partner Michael Mackenzie on 
their acre and loves the community’s social 
conscience and connection to the environment.

“It’s made me appreciate the interaction 
between ecology, biodiversity and the farming 
landscape,” she says.

Toni, who also works for the Ecological Society
of Australia, is on the national board of Intrepid 
Landcare and relishes the momentum that’s now 
gathering across the Geelong region and further 
afield.

“There’s no question we’re facing huge 
challenges and lots of things are going to have to 
change in our lifetimes for us to continue to live and 
work in a healthy world,” Toni says.

But, with groups like Geelong Intrepid Landcare
working hard, she knows small steps can bring 
about positive change. And she urges interested 
people to join the push.

“Young people are really engaged and that is 
exciting and inspiring to see,” she says.

For more information see facebook.com/
GeelongIntrepidLandcare
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James Murphy, owner of Sea 
All Dolphin Swims in Queen-
scliff, is passionate about 
protecting the ocean he 
loves. Photo: Glenn 
Ferguson

SURFER SHARES
LOVE OF THE SEA
A POINT LONSDALE SKIPPER AND SURFER SPENDS MUCH OF 
HIS LIFE UNDER WATER AND INSPIRING NEW ADVOCATES 
FOR THE OCEAN, WRITES CHANEL ZAGON

ONE surf was all it took to fall in love with the ocean 
and before he knew it, James Murphy’s life changed 
forever. 

For the Point Lonsdale skipper, who owns Sea All
Dolphin Swims in Queenscliff, it was while riding 
waves in the turquoise waters of Walkerville Point 
for the first time in 2006, he knew he had found his 
calling. 

A couple of years later, James packed up his 
Melbourne home and moved to Point Lonsdale, 
ready to dive deep into a new adventure on the 
Bellarine Peninsula. 

Previously, James worked in hospitality and sold
his own skateboards, but never felt completely 
fulfilled until he hit the surf. 

“I went surfing once and my life changed,” he 
remembers. 

“With skateboarding I always felt like there was
something missing — then jumping into the pristine 
surf there was just so much natural energy, beautiful 
sandstone cliffs, turquoise waters, and that was the 
missing link.

“It’s been an obsession 
since then.” 

The skipper first became involved with Sea All 
Dolphin Swims in 2013, after working as a surf 
coach. He later became the owner of the business
in 2017. 

Sea All Swim Dolphins takes swimmers on 
marine adventures, including snorkelling with sea 
life at points across southern Port Phillip Bay and 
Pope’s Eye marine park.

James describes the experience of swimming 
with some of the Earth’s most spectacular sea 
creatures such as burrunan dolphins and fur seals as 
“other-worldly”.

“What we do, you can’t compare it to anything,”
he says. 

“I have had a lot of jobs and this is hands-down
the most rewarding I have ever had.

“When you get in the water with these marine 
mammals they look at you for who you are and 
what you are — you’re stripped of all ego and taken 
back to what you actually are, the incentive of being 
and that in the essence is so rare and being able to 
do that for a living is extremely humbling and 
privileged.” 

While the sea adventure gives people a 
spectacular glimpse into the sea life of the bay, 
James says the experience goes much deeper than 
jaw-dropping sightings. 

In the snorkel experience, staff teach people 
about the human impacts to the waters, in an aim to 
help preserve the bay. 

Objects such as plastics and jet skis were 
among some of the dangerous human impacts 

which could affect sea creatures, James says. 
“We are providing these unique experiences

in our backyard and for a lot of people it’s
bucket list items,” he explains.

“But it’s also about shaping and

changing peoples’ attitudes and behaviours in the 
way they use waterways, it’s a powerful way to help 
preserve the environment.

“You create advocates for the sea.” 
When he first took over the business, the skipper

aimed to create year-round work rather than 
operating in peak seasonal periods. 

James completed a Bachelor of Commerce at 
Deakin University in the same year and found 
himself on a mission to think outside of the water to 
boost business opportunities. 

One of the business’s newest additions is a 
learning centre which is set to make a splash in the 
education sphere this year, delivering course 
content with a focus on marine biology and human 
impacts to the bay, to local secondary schools in 
term 2.

“My game plan from the beginning was to create
year-round revenue streams,” James shares. 

“We have marine biologists talking about the 
unique things they see in the educational packages, 
while everything is done locally and filmed in-house 
— it’s a way to stretch us through those colder few 
months.” 

Now spending most of his days on a boat 
cruising the ocean across Port Phillip Bay with the 
sea breeze whipping through his hair, James can’t 
help but smile as he realises he has found his true 
purpose in life. 

“It’s absolutely incredible,” he says. 
“Every day is unique and different … the ocean

just takes us.”

Find Sea All Dolphin Swims at Shop 3, Building 6, 
Queenscliff Boat Harbour. Dolphin season runs from 
October through until May. For more information, or 
to book, visit dolphinswims.com.au

M A R I N E  L I F E



AS GEELONG BECOMES INCREASINGLY MEDICALLY 
INDEPENDENT, PATIENTS LIKE BANNOCKBURN TEENAGER 
HAYLEY RACKETT WILL BE ABLE TO ACCESS SUPPORT AND 
SERVICES CLOSER TO HOME, WRITES JESSICA GABITES

SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD Hayley Rackett enjoys 
spending time with her friends and making 
pancakes during her favourite class, food 
technology, at Clonard College.

Unlike other Geelong teenagers though, the year
10 student has multiple appointments each week 
with doctors and specialists in Geelong as well as 
further afield in Melbourne.

Hayley has Friedreich’s ataxia, a slow, progressive
neurological condition that causes damage to the 
nervous system. It leads to a range of symptoms 
including muscle weakness, vision impairment, 
hearing loss and slurred speech, scoliosis, diabetes 
and serious heart conditions.

Hayley’s mother Donna says her daughter was
diagnosed with the genetic condition which affects 
one in 30,000 people, at the end of 2017.

“How it affects Hayley is an unsteadiness of gait,
loss of balance, impaired sensation, muscle 

weakness and impacts her overall endurance, 
speech, vision and her heart,” she says.

“While the condition affects her physically, it 
doesn’t affect her cognitive ability at all.

“She is just a really sweet girl, everyone adores
her. She is really positive and strong and mature in 
the way she handles everything.”

Hayley was thought to have a low muscle tone in
her early school years. 

During this time Donna says her daughter’s 
blood pressure was high, leading to investigations 
which showed an enlarged heart.

 It wasn’t until testing was done after an 
appointment with a paediatrician when she was in 
year 8, that she was diagnosed with the condition.

“I didn’t even know what Friedreich’s ataxia was,”
Donna says.

Hayley now uses a walker and sometimes a 
wheelchair to get around.

Hayley Rackett, pictured 
with parents Anthony and 
Donna and sister Chloe, will 
soon have health services in 
reach of her Bannockburn 
home. Photos: Peter 
Ristevski and supplied.

SUPPORT IN REACH
Hayley, who lives in Bannockburn with Donna,

father Anthony and sister Chloe, is under the 
watchful eye of the Royal Children’s Hospital’s 
specialist Friedreich’s ataxia clinic, which has 
professors and many specialist doctors and treating 
therapists in this field. 

“The Royal Children’s Hospital redirected us for
therapeutic therapy to Grace McKellar Centre (now 
named McKellar Centre), who have been a fantastic 
support in Hayley’s therapy,” Donna says.

“With her condition there are so many 
appointments, so it is handy having the McKellar 
Centre here. 

“Friedreich’s ataxia is a very tiring condition to 
have. She just crashes on the weekend and needs 
the weekend to just do nothing.

“The support we have had through the McKellar
Centre has been fantastic. They are understanding 
and relate to the child which is a big thing.”

However, attending a rehabilitation centre 
designed for adults can be daunting and challenging 
for younger patients, who have different needs.

The Barwon Health Foundation Kids Appeal is 
currently raising funds for a new rehabilitation 
centre specifically designed for Geelong children 
and youth, just like Hayley.

Funded by the community, the $3 million state-
of-the-art centre will include a gym, consulting 

H E A L T H

rooms, a therapy kitchen, playground, private 
treatment rooms and a communal kitchen for 
families.

“If they open up a new area dedicated to children
it will be very helpful for their mindset — they have 
enough going on,” Donna says.

“Having a communal area means children can 
relate to each other and parents can do the same, 
which is important for your mental state.”

Plans for the new centre include spaces and 
equipment that are specific to children’s needs, with 
the areas decorated to help stimulate creativity and 
engagement. 

Other plans are also underway in Geelong to help
increase the city’s medical independence.

In 2018, Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews 

announced his government would invest $10 million 
to identify options for transforming Geelong Private 
Hospital on Ryrie Street into a women’s and 
children’s hospital. The government has also 
pledged $100 million for stage one of the project.

The hospital would join the city’s $277 million 
Epworth Geelong which opened in July 2016, 
Barwon Health’s University Hospital Geelong and St 
John of God Hospital.

And in March 2019, it was announced Geelong
hospital would get a new $40 million paediatrician 
emergency department as part of a health funding 
promise made by Prime Minister Scott Morrison.

“Having more support here takes pressure off 
people having to travel for whatever condition they 
are dealing with,” Donna says.
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Public libraries change lives by offering 
communities a place to learn, create 
and belong.

If it’s been a while since you last visited  
a library, now’s the time to rediscover  
what’s happening at your local branch. 

Join up and join in. Membership is free.

Would you like to support  
the valuable work of Geelong 
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Become a Friend of the Library 
and enjoy a number of great 

benefits. Find out more on  
our website.

Geelong Regional Libraries is 
proud to support the state-wide 
Libraries Change Lives campaign.
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A leading Victorian day and boarding school.
Since 1861 we have challenged our students to be of courage, in their 
thoughts, actions and words. Our students are brave enough to fail and 
try again, to speak their minds kindly and help those who cannot, to 
discover who they are and live their life fully, and to listen with open 
minds and open hearts.

www.geelongcollege.vic.edu.au    
or phone (03) 5226 3156

The Geelong College
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her. She is really positive and strong and mature in 
the way she handles everything.”

Hayley was thought to have a low muscle tone in
her early school years. 

During this time Donna says her daughter’s 
blood pressure was high, leading to investigations 
which showed an enlarged heart.

 It wasn’t until testing was done after an 
appointment with a paediatrician when she was in 
year 8, that she was diagnosed with the condition.

“I didn’t even know what Friedreich’s ataxia was,”
Donna says.

Hayley now uses a walker and sometimes a 
wheelchair to get around.

Hayley Rackett, pictured 
with parents Anthony and 
Donna and sister Chloe, will 
soon have health services in 
reach of her Bannockburn 
home. Photos: Peter 
Ristevski and supplied.

SUPPORT IN REACH
Hayley, who lives in Bannockburn with Donna,

father Anthony and sister Chloe, is under the 
watchful eye of the Royal Children’s Hospital’s 
specialist Friedreich’s ataxia clinic, which has 
professors and many specialist doctors and treating 
therapists in this field. 

“The Royal Children’s Hospital redirected us for
therapeutic therapy to Grace McKellar Centre (now 
named McKellar Centre), who have been a fantastic 
support in Hayley’s therapy,” Donna says.

“With her condition there are so many 
appointments, so it is handy having the McKellar 
Centre here. 

“Friedreich’s ataxia is a very tiring condition to 
have. She just crashes on the weekend and needs 
the weekend to just do nothing.

“The support we have had through the McKellar
Centre has been fantastic. They are understanding 
and relate to the child which is a big thing.”

However, attending a rehabilitation centre 
designed for adults can be daunting and challenging 
for younger patients, who have different needs.

The Barwon Health Foundation Kids Appeal is 
currently raising funds for a new rehabilitation 
centre specifically designed for Geelong children 
and youth, just like Hayley.

Funded by the community, the $3 million state-
of-the-art centre will include a gym, consulting 
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rooms, a therapy kitchen, playground, private 
treatment rooms and a communal kitchen for 
families.

“If they open up a new area dedicated to children
it will be very helpful for their mindset — they have 
enough going on,” Donna says.

“Having a communal area means children can 
relate to each other and parents can do the same, 
which is important for your mental state.”

Plans for the new centre include spaces and 
equipment that are specific to children’s needs, with 
the areas decorated to help stimulate creativity and 
engagement. 

Other plans are also underway in Geelong to help
increase the city’s medical independence.

In 2018, Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews 

announced his government would invest $10 million 
to identify options for transforming Geelong Private 
Hospital on Ryrie Street into a women’s and 
children’s hospital. The government has also 
pledged $100 million for stage one of the project.

The hospital would join the city’s $277 million 
Epworth Geelong which opened in July 2016, 
Barwon Health’s University Hospital Geelong and St 
John of God Hospital.

And in March 2019, it was announced Geelong
hospital would get a new $40 million paediatrician 
emergency department as part of a health funding 
promise made by Prime Minister Scott Morrison.

“Having more support here takes pressure off 
people having to travel for whatever condition they 
are dealing with,” Donna says.
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Golden Plains Farmers’ Market organiser Lisa Shaw says a commitment to promoting local 
businesses is the key to keeping her event a monthly success. Photos: Supplied.

AS the sun rises over Bannockburn on the first 
Saturday of each month, there’s movement in the 
heart of town.

It’s been like this for 10 years now, in the growing
country village about 20 kilometres north-west of 
Geelong.

Magpies warble from established Eucalyptus 
trees, which tower over the Golden Plains Farmers’ 
Market site.

Local stallholders from the Geelong and Ballarat
regions exchange greetings and busy themselves 
preparing for trade.

Trestle tables are unfolded, tents pegged and 
produce displayed. 

There’s fresh fruit and vegetables, honey, bread,
baked sweets and delectable artisan treasures from 
nearby farms, vineyards and orchards.

Nestled between the produce are tables of art
and handcrafted goods.

Across the way, young musicians tune their 
instruments as mobile coffee machines rumble to 
life.

Among the activity is market organiser Lisa 
Shaw, who glides between stalls to make sure 
everything runs smoothly and safely.

Lisa is passionate about promoting local growers
and creatives and makes it her mission to keep the 
Golden Plains Farmers’ Market on the map.

“We go to a lot of effort to make sure there is a
wide range of high-quality produce and handcrafts 
that are grown or made locally,” she says.

“That’s really important to us.
“We want to support local businesses by giving

their products a wider audience. The same goes for 
providing a stage for young musicians to perform 
and get their talent heard.”

The Golden Plains Farmers’ Market boasts about
40 carefully curated seasonal stalls and steady foot 
traffic each month.

In 2017, it won the Tourism and Hospitality 
award at the Geelong Business Excellence Awards.

Since then it has introduced an annual Twilight
Market in December, which doubles as a pre-
Christmas community celebration attracting 
thousands of people from the Shire and the 
Geelong region.

Keeping with the times, the Golden Plains Shire
Council-managed market has also overhauled its 
online presence to make the booking process easier 
for stallholders.

Lisa credits loyal local ventures, including La 
Madre Bakery, A Hidden Secret cakes, Leigh Grove 
Olives and Ceres Bridge Estate, for the market’s 
long-term success.

“It’s all about buying and supporting local,” Lisa
says.

“You can feel the community spirit at the 
market.”

Lisa is now turning her attention to the 
sustainability and longevity of the event.

The Golden Plains Farmers’ Market has 
temporarily relocated next door to its original site, to 
make way for construction works on the $4 million 
Bannockburn Heart community space project.

For more information about the market, and to apply 
to become a stallholder, visit 
goldenplainsfarmersmarket.com.au

Visit the Golden Plains Farmers’ Market on the first 
Saturday of each month, 8.30am to 12.30pm, at 22 
Bryon Street, Bannockburn.

A MONTHLY GATHERING OF GROWERS, PRODUCERS AND MAKERS IN 
BANNOCKBURN IS A STALWART OF THE REGION’S MARKET SCENE AND 
ATTRACTS CROWDS FROM NEAR AND FAR, WRITES MEAGAN ROOTH

W E E K E N D  F U N

GOLDEN ERA FOR 
POPULAR FARMERS 
MARKET FAVOURITE
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WELCOME TO EVENT CENTRAL
FROM MUSIC TO SPORT AND 
FOOD TO THE PERFORMING 
ARTS, OUR ENTERTAINMENT 
DIARY HAS YOU COVERED

2019
APRIL
17–27..................................................................................... Rip Curl Pro
19.............................  Good Friday Train Rides, Bellarine Railway
19-21......................................................... Drysdale Easter Art Show
20..........................................................  The Drop Festival, Torquay
21.................................  Adventure Park’s Giant Easter Egg Hunt
25........................................................................  ANZAC Day Services
27............................................. Great Ocean & Otway Classic Ride
28... ... Geelong Cats v West Coast Eagles, GMHBA Stadium

MAY
3..............................................................................  Geelong After Dark
11-26..................................................... Queenscliff Literary Festival
12......................................................  Mother’s Day Classic, Geelong
18......... Geelong Cats v Western Bulldogs, GMHBA Stadium
18-19...................... Great Ocean Road Running Festival, Lorne
25......................................................................... Pinot Affair, Geelong
25-26..................  Bellarine Dance Fest, Potato Shed Drysdale
27....................................................... National Reconciliation Week

JUNE
1................... Geelong Cats v Sydney Swans, GMHBA Stadium
7-10...................................  National Celtic Festival, Portarlington
21-22............................... Winter Solstice, Potato Shed Drysdale
29..........................................  Surf Coast Trail Marathon, Torquay
29............................................. Melbourne International Comedy 

Festival Roadshow, GPAC
28............  Geelong Cats v Adelaide Crows, GMHBA Stadium

JULY
5-28...................................... Tastes of Central Geelong, Geelong
20-21.........................................  You Yangs Trail Running Festival
13............................... Geelong Cats v St Kilda, GMHBA Stadium

AUGUST
10-11.................................................. Surf Coast Arts Trail, Torquay
10......... Geelong Cats v North Melbourne, GMHBA Stadium
24.............................. Geelong Cats v Carlton, GMHBA Stadium

SEPTEMBER
21........................................................ Surf Coast Century, Anglesea
22-25...................................................... Victorian Teachers Games
14-15...................................................... Amy’s Gran Fondo, Otways

OCTOBER
6.....................................................................................  Around the Bay
17-20..............................................  Royal Geelong Show, Geelong
19-27.........................................................  National Children’s Week
23......................................................................................... Geelong Cup

NOVEMBER
2-3............................................................................ Toast to the Coast
5.....................................................  Central Geelong Sidewalk Sales
8-Jan 6............................................. Christmas in Central Geelong
15-17....................................  Word for Word Non-Fiction Festival
22-24...................................... Geelong Revival Motoring Festival
22-24......................................................  Queenscliff Music Festival

DECEMBER
13-15.............................................................  Meredith Music Festival
28.................................................... Rock to Ramp Swim, Anglesea
28-31..................................................................... Falls Festival, Lorne
31....................................................  Dawnbuster Fun Run, Geelong

2020
JANUARY
3.............................................................  Bells Bash Cliff Run, Jan Juc
4............................................................. Danger 100 Swim, Torquay
4.................................................... Rip View Classic, Point Lonsdale
10......................................................... Mountain to Surf Run, Lorne
11................................................................................  Pier to Pub, Lorne

11.......................................................... Portarlington Mussel Festival
26........................................................................................ Australia Day
TBC............................................................. Festival of Sails, Geelong
TBC.................................... Cadel Evans Great Ocean Road Race

FEBRUARY
14-21................................................................ Geelong’s Best Busker
29............................................................. Pako Festa, Geelong West
TBC........................ Great Australian Beer Festival, Breakwater
TBC......................................................  Apollo Bay Seafood Festival

MARCH
13-15........................ Head of the School Girls Regatta, Geelong
TBC................................ Golden Plains Music Festival, Meredith
TBC..................................................... Lara Food and Wine Festival
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Tastes of Central Geelong. 
Photo: Peter Ristevski

Festival of Sails. 
Photo: Mark Wilson

Geelong Cup. Photo: Mike Dugdale

Toast to the Coast. Photo David Smith

Anzac Day dawn service. Photo: Nathan Dyer

TO MARKET, TO MARKET

There’s so much fresh produce, artisan fare and handmade 
creations to discover in the Geelong region. Lucky for us, it all 
comes together at regular markets across our shires. So grab 
your basket and pick up some local treasures. Here are some 
top options to visit:

Aireys Inlet Community Market
Pop along to this rebranded gathering on the second Sunday 
of the month October to June, 9am to 1pm, at the Aireys Inlet 
Community Hall.

Barwon Heads Market
This popular event runs every Saturday during December and 
January and on the last Saturday of the month from February 
to November, 9am to 1pm, at Barwon Heads Community Hall.

Newtown Farmers’ Market
Browse boutique stalls on the fourth Saturday of the month, 
8am to 1pm, at the corner of Shannon Avenue and West 
Fyans Street, Newtown.

Nightjar Markets
This festival-like series has morphed into vibrant community 
celebrations on Thursday evenings during January at the 
Torquay Common and selected Friday nights during February 
at Johnstone Park in Geelong. 



Golden Plains Farmers’ Market organiser Lisa Shaw says a commitment to promoting local 
businesses is the key to keeping her event a monthly success. Photos: Supplied.

AS the sun rises over Bannockburn on the first 
Saturday of each month, there’s movement in the 
heart of town.

It’s been like this for 10 years now, in the growing
country village about 20 kilometres north-west of 
Geelong.

Magpies warble from established Eucalyptus 
trees, which tower over the Golden Plains Farmers’ 
Market site.

Local stallholders from the Geelong and Ballarat
regions exchange greetings and busy themselves 
preparing for trade.

Trestle tables are unfolded, tents pegged and 
produce displayed. 

There’s fresh fruit and vegetables, honey, bread,
baked sweets and delectable artisan treasures from 
nearby farms, vineyards and orchards.

Nestled between the produce are tables of art
and handcrafted goods.

Across the way, young musicians tune their 
instruments as mobile coffee machines rumble to 
life.

Among the activity is market organiser Lisa 
Shaw, who glides between stalls to make sure 
everything runs smoothly and safely.

Lisa is passionate about promoting local growers
and creatives and makes it her mission to keep the 
Golden Plains Farmers’ Market on the map.

“We go to a lot of effort to make sure there is a
wide range of high-quality produce and handcrafts 
that are grown or made locally,” she says.

“That’s really important to us.
“We want to support local businesses by giving

their products a wider audience. The same goes for 
providing a stage for young musicians to perform 
and get their talent heard.”

The Golden Plains Farmers’ Market boasts about
40 carefully curated seasonal stalls and steady foot 
traffic each month.

In 2017, it won the Tourism and Hospitality 
award at the Geelong Business Excellence Awards.

Since then it has introduced an annual Twilight
Market in December, which doubles as a pre-
Christmas community celebration attracting 
thousands of people from the Shire and the 
Geelong region.

Keeping with the times, the Golden Plains Shire
Council-managed market has also overhauled its 
online presence to make the booking process easier 
for stallholders.

Lisa credits loyal local ventures, including La 
Madre Bakery, A Hidden Secret cakes, Leigh Grove 
Olives and Ceres Bridge Estate, for the market’s 
long-term success.

“It’s all about buying and supporting local,” Lisa
says.

“You can feel the community spirit at the 
market.”

Lisa is now turning her attention to the 
sustainability and longevity of the event.

The Golden Plains Farmers’ Market has 
temporarily relocated next door to its original site, to 
make way for construction works on the $4 million 
Bannockburn Heart community space project.

For more information about the market, and to apply 
to become a stallholder, visit 
goldenplainsfarmersmarket.com.au

Visit the Golden Plains Farmers’ Market on the first 
Saturday of each month, 8.30am to 12.30pm, at 22 
Bryon Street, Bannockburn.
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4.................................................... Rip View Classic, Point Lonsdale
10......................................................... Mountain to Surf Run, Lorne
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TO MARKET, TO MARKET

There’s so much fresh produce, artisan fare and handmade 
creations to discover in the Geelong region. Lucky for us, it all 
comes together at regular markets across our shires. So grab 
your basket and pick up some local treasures. Here are some 
top options to visit:

Aireys Inlet Community Market
Pop along to this rebranded gathering on the second Sunday 
of the month October to June, 9am to 1pm, at the Aireys Inlet 
Community Hall.

Barwon Heads Market
This popular event runs every Saturday during December and 
January and on the last Saturday of the month from February 
to November, 9am to 1pm, at Barwon Heads Community Hall.

Newtown Farmers’ Market
Browse boutique stalls on the fourth Saturday of the month, 
8am to 1pm, at the corner of Shannon Avenue and West 
Fyans Street, Newtown.

Nightjar Markets
This festival-like series has morphed into vibrant community 
celebrations on Thursday evenings during January at the 
Torquay Common and selected Friday nights during February 
at Johnstone Park in Geelong. 
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We love this beautiful city.
And just as we love providing you with a portal to other lands – we love being the 
gateway to Geelong to welcome you home again. 
Our new international terminal offers state of the art comfort, smart gates, duty free 
shopping, multi faith prayer rooms, TRS facilities and Australia’s first Aviramp for 
accessible boarding.

Avalon Airport. The world’s very best small airport.

avalonairport.com.au

Avalon Airport
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COLAC OTWAY SHIRE
ESTIMATED POPULATION

21,432
MEDIAN HOUSE PRICE

$335,500

Photos from left: Chris Gonsalves, Parks Victoria, 
Nigell Hallett and iStock. Main: iStock
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We love this beautiful city.
And just as we love providing you with a portal to other lands – we love being the 
gateway to Geelong to welcome you home again. 
Our new international terminal offers state of the art comfort, smart gates, duty free 
shopping, multi faith prayer rooms, TRS facilities and Australia’s first Aviramp for 
accessible boarding.

Avalon Airport. The world’s very best small airport.

avalonairport.com.au

Avalon Airport



GATE01Z01FE - V1

The Geelong Refi nery is celebrating 65 years of supporting 
local manufacturing and local jobs. We have been growing and 
evolving since 1954, and now supply over half of Victoria’s fuel. 

While most of us might consider retiring at 65, we are investing to 
ensure our refi nery continues working hard for years to come.

vivaenergy.com.au

Historical photographs courtesy of The University of Melbourne Archives, photos by Helmut Newton, circa 1950’s.

Geelong Refi nery: 
65 years young
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