
Better Apartments 
Overview

The Victorian Government’s 
response to improving the 
liveability of apartments 



A message from the  
Minister for Planning 

Victoria needs liveable, affordable housing options to support  
our thriving population.

We can only meet our long-term housing needs if new homes are well-designed and  

accommodate many different household types.

Better Apartments is part of the Andrews Labor Government’s ambitious planning reforms,  

targeting higher standards while maintaining affordability and encouraging investment.  

More people are choosing to live in apartments, but not all buildings meet essential needs  

such as natural light, ventilation and storage.

Introducing minimum standards to support health and well-being is a responsibility  

and challenge we will meet with your input.

These draft design standards aim to enhance Victoria’s reputation for liveability,  

leaving a long-term legacy.

Visit haveyoursay.delwp.vic.gov.au/better-apartments to take part and provide your view.

The Honourable Richard Wynne MP 
Minister for Planning
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It’s important that we act now to ensure we have 
apartment choices that provide functional spaces and 
long-term liveability. We need to protect residents from 
environmental stresses such as excessive noise, and to 
incorporate design features that maximise natural light, 
natural ventilation, and outlooks to ensure apartments 
have positive impacts on our health and wellbeing. 

The Better Apartments draft design standards will 
ensure that:

1. New apartments are well-designed

2.  The needs of the elderly and people with disabilities 
are met

3.  There is greater transparency and consistency for 
both the community and development industry

4.  The effects of climate change are mitigated and 
environmental impacts are minimised

5.  Melbourne’s identity, productivity, liveability and 
attractiveness as a place to live, work, visit and invest 
in is maintained and enhanced.

In May 2015, the Better Apartments 
– A Discussion Paper kick-started 
a statewide conversation with the 
community, local government and 
industry about internal apartment 
amenity and potential future design. 
Community survey participants ranked the key issues 
affecting apartment amenity by most to least important 
– identifying daylight, space, natural ventilation, noise, 
and energy as the top issues.

In response, the draft design standards focus on 
addressing those key issues, as identified by the 
community as the most important to them so that we 
can provide better apartments for all Victorians. 

Why do we need apartment standards?
Victoria’s population is growing, and Melbourne  
is experiencing the majority of that growth with its 
population set to increase from 4.6 million in 2016  
to 8 million by 2051. Apartments provide our growing 
population with affordable and diverse housing  
options, and the high number of apartment buildings 
being constructed indicates that they are a popular 
alternative to conventional detached houses in terms  
of cost and lifestyle. 

Victoria has a limited level of design guidance for 
apartment developments when compared to other 
Australian and international jurisdictions. The lack of 
standard requirements for internal apartment amenity 
has resulted in some poor designs and inadequate long-
term living environments.

3The Victorian Governmment’s response to liveability of apartments

FAST FACT TWENTY YEARS AGO, APARTMENT 
DEVELOPMENTS (OF THREE OR MORE STOREYS) 
REPRESENTED JUST 5% OF ALL NEW DWELLINGS 
CONSTRUCTED IN VICTORIA. TODAY, THEY AC-
COUNT FOR MORE THAN ONE THIRD. 

Creating Better Apartments 



Addressing the issues

The Victorian Government has released 
Better Apartment Draft Design Standards 
that will ensure new apartments have 
adequate daylight, storage, ventilation, 
acoustic performance, energy and waste 
efficiency. 
The draft design standards provide:

•  Adequate daylight through building setbacks, room  
depth ratios, windows in all habitable rooms and, 
where used, light wells

•  Adequate storage through minimum storage space 
relative to bedroom numbers

•  Minimised noise through building design and layout 
and maximum noise level requirements 

•  Energy efficiency and sustainability through building 
design and layout that maximises solar access, and 
maximum cooling load caps

•  Natural ventilation through windows that open,  
cross-ventilation and breeze path requirements

•  Adequate outdoor space through minimum outdoor 
communal space and balcony requirements

•  Landscaping through building design, layout and 
deep soil area requirements

•  Accessibility through minimum doorway and 
passageway widths, and bedroom and bathroom 
dimensions

•  Efficient entry and circulation through design and 
layout to ensure safe and functional movement for 
residents

•  Efficient waste management through ensuring 
facilities are accessible, functional, and do not 
negatively impact on residential or public amenity

•  Efficient water management through the re-use and 
recycling of stormwater.

Have your say
Visit haveyoursay.delwp.vic.gov.au/
better-apartments for the full draft 
design standards and to provide 
feedback via the online survey. Your 
feedback will inform final apartment 
design standards that will be 
introduced later this year. Consultation 
closes at 5pm on 19 September 2016. 
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