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01 INTRODUCTION

  INTRODUCTION  
This report outlines the development of the conceptual design for 
the proposed Braidwood skate park at the two potential sites of 
Bicentennial Park and the Recreation Ground. The conceptual designs 
will be used as a tool to help determine a site for the proposed new 
facility once selected. The conceptual design can be used as a tool 
to collect further community feedback, ensuring the design is in line 
with council and community expectations. Once the feedback has been 
received, the conceptual design will be further developed to reflect the 
communities input and suit the confirmed site.

The following report explains the approach and principles utilised to 
create a comprehensive design response. It outlines the development 
of the design process and how it responds to council and community 
feedback. This builds a project vision resulting in a well informed 
conceptual design.

The designs explore opportunities and possibilities for the holistic 
integration of an active youth recreation precinct with landscape 
amenity, increased youth activation and supporting infrastructure.

VISION  |  THE BRAIDWOOD SKATE PARK 

WILL PROVIDE A MULTI- DISCIPLINE LOW LEVEL 
TRANSITION STYLE FACILITY WITH SOME 
FUNDAMENTAL STREET STYLE OBSTACLES. IT 
WILL CATER PREDOMINANTLY TO BEGINNER 
AND INTERMEDIATE SKILL LEVELS. THE SKATE 
SPACE WILL BE INVITING, FAMILY FRIENDLY 
AND CELEBRATE THE BEAUTY OF THE AREAS 
NATURAL SURROUNDINGS. 

+



4 BRAIDWOOD SKATE PARK |  DRAFT CONCEPT REPORT

  CONSULTATION SUMMARY  
The pre-design consultation outcomes have been summarised to 
inform a community driven design brief for the Braidwood Skate Park. 
The information collected from the design workshop have informed 
this brief. These are all outlined thematically and will be used as the 
foundation for the development of the concept design.

TARGET USER GROUP 
The community workshop feedback has highlighted skateboarders as 
the majority of users. It will however, cater to all user groups including 
those participating in BMXing, scooter, roller skating and all other active 
wheeled sport disciplines, as well as those non active participants 
looking to spectate. 

SKILL LEVEL PROVISION
The majority of participants listed themselves as beginner riders, 
however several participants listed themselves as intermediate and 
advanced riders. The skate park design will consider obstacles for 
majority beginner to intermediate skill levels however will ensure 
it provides opportunities for skills progression for those looking to 
progress on to an advanced level of riding. 

SKATE TYPOLOGY
A clear preference for transition style elements was indicated by the 
majority of participants at the design workshop. However, there were 
also requests for fundamental street style obstacles. Although there 
is not many skate parks nearby, research into Bateman’s Bay and 
Canberra’s skate park’s will be carried out to deliver unique obstacles to 
the region. 

SKATE VISION
Standout features favoured by community members were low level 
transition elements such as mini ramps, volcanos, blends and roll overs. 
An interest in future competitions and  skateboarding workshops was 
also highlighted as desirable, the space must consider provision and 
connecting elements suitable for such events. 

ICONIC ELEMENTS
To celebrate Braidwood and give the park its own identity the design 
should reflect the surrounding natural materials and heritage of 
the area. For example, the local round rocks and gold mining were 
mentioned by several community members. The aesthetic of the facility 
should provide local riders with a sense of ownership. 

USER + SPECTATOR AMENITIES
To ensure a central community space that can be used by a variety 
of different user groups, the facility must tie into several other social 
opportunities within it’s surrounds. The provision for areas of refuge 
and shade throughout the day is to be considered, whether purpose 
built or looking to utilise natural shade. Many highlighted the need for 
breakout spaces to allow for social hangout zones and spectating areas, 
this will be considered when developing the concept design. 

INTRODUCTION
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02
  CONCEPTUAL THEMING 

Braidwood is known as a former gold mining town, with many buildings 
of that period still erect today. It takes great pride in its history as well 
it’s present. With an ever-growing diverse community whom appreciate 
and are inspired by the surrounding farm and grasslands, a rooted 
connection between town and landscape is evident. 

The rich history and landscape will shape the theming of the facility, 
providing the community a skate park which is unique and a true 
reflection of Braidwood, this in turn generates a greater sense of 
ownership. 

Local granite boulders can be seen scattered amongst the landscape, 
this feature is teased out in the design with the use of light and dark 
grey colours which reflect the granite. The addition of yellow which 
represents ‘gold veins’ embedded within the granite.

DESIGN INSPIRATION

GOLD BRAIDWOOD GRANITE

COLOUR PALETTE
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PROPOSED SITES03
  PROPOSED SITES  

Council has determined two potential sites for a new skate park in 
Braidwood. As part of the project design process a site assessment 
was carried out on these two sites.
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SITE 02

SITE 01 - RECREATION GROUND
Adjacent to the existing tennis court along Araluen Street and 
Recreation Ground Creek.

SITE 02 - BICENTENNIAL PARK
Within Bicentennial Park McKellar Street to the south, Kings 
Highway to the far west and Gillamatong Creek to the north.

BRAIDWOOD CENTRAL SCHOOL

RYRIE PARK

ST. BEDE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

SITE 01
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                  LOCAL GRANITE BOULDERS

  

  SEATING/SPECTATOR  ZONE  

  SKATE ZONE 1 ‘STREET AREA’ 

  SKATE ZONE 2 ‘TRANSITION AREA’

  CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT  
The facility has been broken down into two main skate zones in order 
to maximise capacity and cater toward both street and transitional style 
riders. Spectating zones are provided at either end as well the middle of 
the facility, with a ‘street area’ and ‘transition area’ in between. These 
areas can be ridden in isolation but still have some overlap to allow the 
zones to be used as one during less busy periods.

The transition area has been designed to work with sites topography as 
well allow free movement of flood water throughout the skate park.

To celebrate Braidwood the park is given it’s own identity through the 
integration of local large granite rocks to the spectating zones. These 
zones are further defined through the use of yellow coloured concrete, 
representing ‘gold veins’. These gold veins are embedded within the 
dark grey and light grey concrete which represent the mottled colour of 
the local granite. 

04

  LEGEND  

7

SITE 01 - RECREATION GROUND
CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT
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SITE 01 - RECREATION GROUND
CONCEPTUAL DESIGN
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      A-Frame China Bank

. Wallie Block

. 600H 2ft Mellow Bank

. 1200H 4ft Quarter Pipe

. 1650H 5.5ft Extension 

. 1200H Mini Ramp

. 600H 2ft Quarter Pipe

SKATE OBSTACLES

. Long Mellow Ledges 

. Rainbow Rail

. Flat Bar

. Ledge

. 900H 3ft Quarter Pipe

. 500H Mogul

. A-Frame
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ANCILLARY ITEMS

. Seating

. Shade Shelter

. Drinking Fountain

. Rubbish Bin
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SITE 01 - RECREATION GROUND
CONCEPTUAL PLAN

BRAIDWOOD 
LIFE CENTRE

PROPOSED 
OVERLAND 

FLOOD PATH

ARALUEN STREET

9

10

11

9



BRAIDWOOD SKATE PARK |  DRAFT CONCEPT REPORT

     TRANSITION AREA  

SITE 01 - RECREATION GROUND
VIEW 01
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     STREET AREA  

SITE 01 - RECREATION GROUND
VIEW 02

11
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  SKATE REFERENCE IMAGES  
Skate obstacles have been designed to create a unique rider experience  
with features that are multifunctional and can be used a variety of 
ways.

1. Flat Ledge
2. Rainbow Rail
3. Mellow Down Ledge
4. Wallie Block
5. A-Frame China Bank
6. Mini Ramp
7. Flat Bar

21
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SITE 01 - RECREATION GROUND
PALETTE
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SITE 02 - BICENTENNIAL PARK
CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT

 

  

                  LOCAL GRANITE BOULDERS

  

  SEATING/SPECTATOR  ZONE  

  SKATE ZONE 1 ‘STREET AREA’ 

  SKATE ZONE 2 ‘TRANSITION AREA’

  CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT  
The facility has been broken down into two main skate zones in order 
to maximise capacity and cater toward both street and transitional style 
riders. Spectating zones are provided at either end as well the middle of 
the facility, with a ‘street area’ and ‘transition area’ in between. These 
areas can be ridden in isolation but still have some overlap to allow the 
zones to be used as one during less busy periods.

To celebrate Braidwood the park is given it’s own identity through the 
integration of local large granite rocks to the spectating zones. These 
zones are further defined through the use of yellow coloured concrete, 
representing ‘gold veins’. These gold veins are embedded within the 
dark grey and light grey concrete which represent the mottled colour of 
the local granite. 

05

  LEGEND  
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     3D OVERVIEW  

SITE 02 - BICENTENNIAL PARK
CONCEPTUAL DESIGN
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. 900H 3ft Spine

. 500H Mogul

. 600H 2ft Half Volcano

. 1200H 4ft Quarter Pipe

. 1200H 4ft Half Closed Mini Ramp

. 1650H 5.5ft Escalating Extension Corner 

SKATE OBSTACLES

. Long Mellow Ledges

. Rainbow Rail

. Flat Bar

. Top of Bank Ledge

. Ledge of Mellow Hip

. Jersey Ledge

. 600H 2ft Mellow Bank
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ANCILLARY ITEMS

. Seating

. Shade Shelter

. Drinking Fountain

. Rubbish Bin

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

4

     PLAN  
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LAYOUT PLAN

SITE 02 - BICENTENNIAL PARK
CONCEPTUAL PLAN
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     TRANSITION AREA  

SITE 02 - BICENTENNIAL PARK
VIEW 01
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     STREET AREA  

SITE 02 - BICENTENNIAL PARK
VIEW 02
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  SKATE REFERENCE IMAGES  
Skate obstacles have been designed to create a unique rider experience  
with features that are multifunctional and can be used a variety of 
ways.

1. Flat Ledge
2. Rainbow Rail
3. Mellow Down Ledge
4. Escalating Extension Corner
5. Jersey Ledge
6. Spine to Mogul
7. Ledge of Hip

SITE 02 - BICENTENNIAL PARK
PALETTE
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NEXT STEPS06
 MOVING FORWARD 

The next step of the process is for council to select from the proposed 
sites. Once selected, the conceptual design will be further developed 
to suit site parameters and the communities feedback. This updated 
design will then form the ‘final concept design’.

As well as creating a truly relevant design, the communities review 
will ensure the final concept design reflects community needs, user 
requirements and the overall project vision. This continued involvement 
connects the community with the design process and ultimately creates 
a vested interest in the final outcome. This engenders community pride 
and ownership in both the process and the public facility, creating a 
strong sense of stewardship of the community’s public spaces.
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