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INTRODUCTION

AIM

Council wants to make the Toronto foreshore a more inviting 
place for people by improving access and amenities and creating 
enticing destination points along the waterfront precinct from 
Goffet Park to Bath Street. 

The first phase of this project was designed for the community to 
provide ideas and suggestions on how to make the foreshore area 
of Toronto a better place for people to enjoy, as well as exploring 
the opportunities for how the foreshore integrates with the 
proposed mixed use-commercial development on Council-owned 
land at 4 Bath Street and 1B Victory Row. This phase of consultation 
ran during August to September 2018. This engagement summary 
assists the next phase of the project, being the development of the 
draft Toronto Foreshore Master Plan.

APPROACH

Council undertook a multi-faceted engagement strategy for this 
project to inform and consult with residents, workers, businesses 
and visitors to ensure they had opportunities to provide feedback. 
The project consisted of a number of elements with a questionnaire 
at its core. The engagement elements were:

• mail out to 6660 local residents and businesses in Toronto, 
Fassifern, Carey Bay, Coal Point, Kilaben Bay and Blackalls Park;

• newspaper advertising in Lakes Mail on 16 August;

• media release issued on 16 August;

• online platforms (Shape Lake Mac and Social Pinpoint);

• social media posts and eNewsletters;

• three Lake Mac Chat events (Toronto Town Square, Toronto 
Farmers and Artisan Market and Toronto Lions Club Market); and

• briefing to Toronto Business Chamber on 19 September. 
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KEY THEMES

Connectivity: Respondents identified 
that they would like to see the connectivity 
of the foreshore improved, both along the 
foreshore as well as connections from the 
Toronto town centre and railway.

Recreation: Respondents identified 
recreation as a key component of the 
foreshore. A majority of respondents 
identified that they currently use the 
foreshore for recreational purposes such as 
running and walking, as well as expressing a 
need for better playground infrastructure.

Entertainment: Respondents identified 
that they would like to see an increase in 
entertainment options along the foreshore. 
This includes cafes, restaurants, barbecue 
facilities and seating, live music and markets.

 

 

Parking: Respondents identified that 
parking is currently an issue in the Toronto 
town centre, and believe that any increased 
infrastructure would add to this issue.

Green space: Respondents identified 
that green space is an important element 
of the foreshore. A number of respondents 
identified that they enjoy the foreshore due 
to its green space and picturesque views.

Proposed development: There were 
a significant number of respondents that 
expressed concerns around the proposed 
development on the Bath Street site due 
to potential traffic impacts, amenity and 
the proposed height/bulk of the building. 
However, there were also respondents 
that expressed support for the proposed 
development on Bath Street, indicating it 
would be a great opportunity for the area.

1260
visits to the Shape Lake Mac project page

627
visits to Social Pinpoint project page

200+
people attended Lake Mac Chat drop-in sessions across three locations

158
comments on social pinpoint with a further 1906 likes and dislikes of comments

149
completed surveys

65
written submissions

18
people attended the Toronto 
Business Chamber briefing

68
people completed project cards at the drop-in sessions

CONSULTATION SNAPSHOT
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PROJECT BACKGROUND
Council wants to make the Toronto Foreshore a more inviting 
place for people by improving access and amenities and creating 
enticing destination points along the waterfront precinct from 
Goffet Park to Bath Street. 

Council has approximately $9 million from developer contributions 
to invest in foreshore improvements. The consultation was 
designed to gain feedback from the community to inform a draft 
Master Plan for the Toronto Foreshore, as well as exploring the 
opportunities for how the foreshore integrates with the proposed 
mixed use-commercial development on Council-owned land at the 
Bath Street end of the precinct. This could include facilities such as 
shared pathways, playgrounds, fitness stations, boardwalks, picnic 
tables, barbecues, park benches, landscaping and public art, or 
structures to improve dining and entertainment options such as a 
cafe, restaurant or infrastructure for events and festivals.

The concept proposal for the Bath Street site is a medium-density 
development including a mix of residential, tourist and commercial 
space. It will be developed with the aim of activating the area, 
improving pedestrian access and linkages, and creating job 
opportunities.

The proposed development is part of a larger plan to bring people 
to the Toronto Foreshore. It will create a destination point linked to 
the main business district and enhance the City’s visitor economy 
by filling a need for waterfront accommodation. The development 
will provide a range of opportunities including accommodation, 
retail and dining experiences, new residential options and 
employment into the future through the creation of additional 
business opportunities.

Council already owns the land and has the expertise to deliver 
this project cost-effectively for our community, while retaining 
management of this important waterfront site. Undertaking 
projects that provide long-term financial return allows Council to 
fund other infrastructure, services and facilities for the community.

The proposed Bath Street development will contribute to 
economic diversification, broaden our tourism offering, increase 
housing choice and enhance the vibrancy and character of  
the precinct.
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Image 1 – Toronto Foreshore Master Plan investigation area and proposed Bath Street development site.
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This consultation sought from the community 
how together, the draft Toronto Foreshore 
Master Plan and proposed Bath Street mixed-
use commercial development could realise 
the potential of this unique lakeside location, 
making it a drawcard for residents and visitors 
and stimulating economic activity for existing 
and new businesses.
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MEDIA SUMMARY
Between 16 August and 24 September, 68 items appeared across 
all local media outlets (print, TV, radio and online), reaching more 
than 970,000 people. The below is a media summary from the 
consultation period.  
Further information is included in Appendix 4.

• Article in Lakes Mail ‘How your say will help to shape the future of Toronto 
foreshore’ (16 August)

• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Lake Macquarie City Council exploring all aspects of a 
proposed residential and tourist development on the Toronto foreshore’ (16 
August)

• Letter in Lakes Mail ‘Groundswell Building’ (16 August)
• Article in Newcastle Weekly ‘Group opposes foreshore proposal’ (16 August)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Nice earner by the lake’ (16 August)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Your say on Toronto’ (16 August)
• Interview with Wes Hain on ABC 1233 (16 August)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Enticing tourists to enjoy best of life on the lake’  

(18 August)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Lake Macquarie City Council calls for input on 

Toronto foreshore master plan’ (18 August)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald (22 August)
• Article in Newcastle Star ‘Toronto Foreshore plan’ (22 August)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald ‘We Foreshore want it kept’ (August 22)
• Article in Newcastle Weekly ‘Toronto Foreshore plan up for public discussion’  

(23 August)
• Interview with Wes Hain on KOFM 102.9 (23 August)
• Internet News ‘Lake Macquarie Toronto Plan Fails To Please Residents’ (27 August)
• Letter in Lakes Mail (27 August)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Toronto Foreshore Protection Group to send up tethered 

helium balloons to show height of proposed development’ (27 August)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Backchat’ (30 August)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Flying high on lake’ (30 August)
• Letter in Lakes Mail (30 August)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Unitsville in Toronto’ (30 August)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Worrying Precedent’ (30 August)
• Article in lakemactoday.com.au ‘Balloons tell the ‘storey’ in Toronto’ (31 August)
• Article in lakemactoday.com.au ‘Have your day on Toronto Foreshore plans’  

(31 August)
• Article in lakemactoday.com.au ‘Opposition builds towards Toronto 

development’ (4 September)
• ABC 1233 ‘Toronto residents raised concerns for a plan on four-to-six storey 

tourism and residential…’ (4 September)
• ABC 1233 ‘The Toronto Foreshore Protection Group has collected 3500 

signatures…’(4 September)
• ABC 1233 ‘Almost 3500 residents have signed a petition raising concerns about 

the proposed…’ (4 September)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Petition against Lake Macquarie City Council 

development on Toronto foreshore attracts 2400 signatures’ (4 September)
• ABC 1233 ‘Toronto Foreshore Protection Group will be holding a public meeting 

tonight…’ (4 September)
• Interview with Jeff Jansson on ABC 1233 (September 4)
• Interview with Kate Cramp on ABC 1233 (September 4)
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• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Foreshore plan backlash’ (5 September)
• KOFM 102.9 ‘Lake Macquarie Council is facing backlash over the plans for a six-

storey complex on the…’ (5 September)
• KOFM 102.9 ‘Lake Macquarie Council’s plans for a six-storey development on the 

foreshore weekend is…’ (5 September)
• KOFM 102.9 ‘Lake Macquarie Council is facing growing opposition to plans for a 

high rise…’ (5 September)
• Letter in Lakes Mail ‘Objection to Foreshore Development’ (6 September)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Morven Cameron details reasoning behind council’s plan to 

build multi-storey development on Toronto lake foreshore’ (6 September)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald ‘A taller Toronto is not foreshore a bad thing’  

(8 September)
• Article in lakemactoday.com.au ‘Lake Mac Council votes on Wharf Road 

development’ (10 September)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Lake Macquarie City Council defers decision on 

major Toronto residential-business complex’ (10 September)
• Article in lakemactoday.com.au ‘Council defers DA at Toronto foreshore’  

(11 September)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Toronto complex deferred’ (11 September)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Lake Macquarie City Council calls on residents to ‘have their 

say’ on foreshore plans before closing date’ (11 September)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Well over 400 residents fill community meeting against 

Bath St development to the brim, raise 3,400 petition signatures in opposition to 
council plans’ (11 September)

• Letter in Newcastle Herald (12 September)
• Interview on ABC 1233 with Councillor David Belcher (11 September)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald ‘Preservation is Progress’ (12 September)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Council defers complex decision’ (13 September)
• Letter in Lakes Mail (13 September)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Residents make stand on foreshore’ (13 September)
• Letter in Lakes Mail (13 September)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald (14 September)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald (15 September)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Battleground for Toronto’s future’ (15 September)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald ‘Foreshore for the Future’ (15 September)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Foreshore land staked out with a clash if ideas about 

what Toronto needs’ (15 September)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald (17 September)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald ‘Lake has all we need’ (17 September)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘Can we get one of these at Toronto?’ (19 September)
• Article in Newcastle Herald ‘The Toronto shore could have this instead of 

development’ (19 September)
• ABC 1233 ‘The Development and Planning Committee of the Council would 

today conduct a full site…’ (20 September)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald (21 September)
• NBN News ‘A development application is before Lake Macquarie City Council for 

a new apartment…’ (20 September)
• Letter in Newcastle Herald ‘High time they listened’ (21 September)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Locals urged to pitch ideas for foreshore’ (16 August)
• Opinion Piece in Newcastle Herald ‘Enticing tourists to enjoy best of life on the 

lake’ (18 August)
• Article in Lakes Mail ‘Balloons give rise to focus on foreshore’ (30 August)
• Letter in Lakes Mail ‘Opportunity for Toronto’ (30 August)
• Letter in Lakes Mail ‘What’s good for the people’ (13 September)
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SOCIAL MEDIA

704  
people reached

12  
enagements 
(likes, retweets)

16 August

1632  
people reached

23  
likes

1  
share

16 August
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1378 
people reached

150  
engagements 
(likes, etc)

16 August

536  
people reached

11  
enagements 
(likes, retweets)

11 September



12

There were also a number of social media posts on news outlets 
and community group Facebook pages. 

A selection of these are provided in Appendix 2.

7893  
people reached

42  
likes

2  
shares

9  
comments

10 September
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DATA AND 
INSIGHTS
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DATA AND INSIGHTS

SHAPE LAKE MAC

Council utilised its engagement portal Shape Lake Mac as the main 
online engagement mechanism for this project. 

The Shape Lake Mac page consisted of:

Image 2 – Shape Lake Mac Toronto project page


Survey


Q and A


Document 

library


Social Pinpoint 
mapping tool


Key dates


Frequently asked 

questions


Project  
timeline
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The survey, which can be found in Appendix 1, asked the 
community:

• How often do you visit the foreshore?

• How do you use the foreshore now?

• What would make you visit the foreshore more often?

• Thinking more broadly, how do you use open spaces e.g. parks 
and reserves in the Toronto area and surrounds?

• Are there any gaps in the provision of open space throughout 
Toronto and surrounding areas?

• Any additional comments?

The following section provides a more detailed breakdown  
of the results from the Toronto Foreshore Master Plan 
survey form.


1260  
visits to 
project page


149  
surveys completed


19 
Q and As
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Which suburb do you live in?

The top six responses are represented in the above figure, which 
highlights that the majority of survey respondents were from 
Toronto, n=61.

How often do you visit the foreshore?

Overall, there were 150 responses about how often respondents 
visited the foreshore. The most commonly selected response was 
once or twice a week, with the majority of responses indicating 
that respondents who completed the survey visit the foreshore 
everyday day, n=50, or once or twice a week, n=60, with a  
total n= 110.

How do you use the foreshore now?

Walk, run or cycle along the path

Enjoy a picnic or barbecue

Use the open space (play ball games etc)

Visit the coffee shop

Play in the playground

Sit and enjoy the views

Swim in the Lake

Other

129 

40 

23 

95 

44 

124 

32 

24 

Every day

Once or twice a week

Once or twice a month

Rarely

50 

60 

31 

9 
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Respondents could choose more than one option. Overall, there 
were 703 responses to how respondents use the foreshore now. 
The most commonly answered response was walk, run or cycle 
along the path n=129, closely followed by sit and enjoy the views 
n=124. The third most common response was visit the coffee shop 
n=95. 

Interestingly, these responses indicate that the majority of people 
currently use the foreshore for both recreation activities as well as 
to just sit and enjoy the views.

What would make you visit the foreshore more often?

Below is a selection of comments that identify the overarching 
themes from this question:
“More accessible parking.”

“Better picnic area…bigger playground and better walking paths.”

“No development, I am appalled that Council is determined to have a 
six storey development in this location, this Council is not a dictatorship, 
how dare you decide before consultation, how about you work for the 
community, with the community and take a step back.”

“More cafes and dining options. Better night-time economy and also more 
activities or businesses that take advantage of the views. More connected 
walking and cycle ways. Would be good to have a wide path/cycling track 
connecting into the Greenway Cycleway and also continuing along the 
reserve waterfront to Jarrett Street or Carey Bay Caravan Park.”

Thinking more broadly, how do you use open spaces 
e.g. parks and reserves in the Toronto area and 
surrounds?

Below is a selection of comments that identify the overarching 
themes from this question:
“Walking, cycling, relaxing and enjoying the view.”

“Family time, picnics, barbecues.”

“Relaxation, exercise, bird watching, photography, other fauna and flora 
observations.”

“Walking, swimming and enjoying coffee with friends.”
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Are there any gaps in the provision of open space 
throughout Toronto and surrounding areas?

Below is a selection of comments that identify the overarching 
themes from this question:
“The lack of parking.”

“Not enough kids playgrounds.”

“Toronto appears to have the shortest open space foreshore in the City. It 
would be beneficial for an exercise trail to be established, such as Warners 
Bay and Wangi and more seating with shade.”

“Netted swimming.”

“Linking trails between surrounding suburbs.”

Any additional comments?

There were a significant number of respondents to this question 
that expressed concerns around the proposed development on 
the Bath Street site. However, there were also respondents that 
expressed support for the proposed development on Bath Street, 
indicating it would be a great opportunity for the area. Below is a 
selection of comments that identify the overarching themes from 
this question, which also reflect the themes of the engagement:
“The proposal to build a 5 or 6 story building on the last available public 
foreshore land at Bath Street is almost unbelievable. This land if kept 
as public open space is priceless to future generations of the people of 
western Lake Macquarie. It is a vital part of the Toronto foreshore.”

“I would like to see a good mix of open space and development along 
the Toronto Foreshore site. I understand that the site of the proposed 
development is currently being used as a car park and this is not ideal. Any 
upgrades to public spaces should ensure full accessibility for all members of 
the community.”

“Make it as beautiful as Warners Bay, love seeing all the people use the 
area.” 

“Whatever you do, allow for plenty of parking for people to come and 
enjoy the area.”
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SOCIAL 
PINPOINT
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SOCIAL PINPOINT
Council used an interactive online mapping tool, Social Pinpoint, 
to engage with the community on ideas on how to make Toronto 
a better place for people to enjoy. The community were asked to 
place comments on the interactive map in three areas: 

Image 3 – Social Pinpoint map

Image 4 – Social Pinpoint engagement summary


Ideas and 

suggestions


How do you use 

the foreshore?


How do you 

use parks and 
reserves?
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SOCIAL PINPOINT COMMENTS

In total, there were 158 comments recorded on the map, with 
127 ideas and suggestions, 25 comments on how people use 
the foreshore and six comments on how people use parks and 
reserves. In addition to these comments there were 1906 likes or 
dislikes of comments.

The top three most liked comments were:

“Toronto has a long history of being a holiday destination, and day visit 
site. We have a beautiful station maintained by the historical society. It 
would be wonderful to link the station to the immediate foreshore area 
adjacent by clearing the weedy vegetation and establish a sculpture walk 
with a historical focus relating for example to family and company picnics 
(Arnott’s picnics), boating events etc. The Victory Row area is beautiful for 
quiet reflective walks.”

“I simply cannot comprehend why a vocal minority in Toronto are so 
opposed to development on this site. Firstly, the site is currently being used 
as an informal parking area, almost exclusively by members of the yacht 
club; it is a waste of prime waterfront land. Secondly, Victory Parade is 
elevated behind the site, therefore a development that is sympathetic to 
the surrounding topography will not be imposing on the local area, it will 
not tower above the road or be out of character.”

“Flat area next to old stairs would make a great small amphitheatre for 
formal and informal theatrical and musical gatherings, and a gathering 
point for family based and community activities.”

The top three most disliked comments were:

“Do not allow this to be built upon. Once done, it cannot be reversed. With 
population growing and more densely built communities, residents of 
surrounding suburbs need open space to enjoy the sunshine, grass, fresh 
air and the lake. Do not be the council that does not listen to its residents 
and allows this build out of greed for the rates income. The future residents 
will thank you.”

“The ‘Bath Street’ site (4 Bath Street and 1B Victory Row) should not be 
used to build a 6 storey residential/tourist/commercial complex. This is 
inappropriate and contravenes Council’s own planning guidelines. These 
blocks are currently classified as public land, but ‘operational’ rather 
than ‘community’. Council needs to consider re-zoning to community. By 
Council’s own admission, the Toronto foreshore is too constrained.”

“I simply cannot comprehend why a vocal minority in Toronto are so 
opposed to development on this site. Firstly, the site is currently being used 
as an informal parking area, almost exclusively by members of the yacht 
club; it’s a waste of prime waterfront land. Secondly, Victory Parade is 
elevated behind the site, therefore a development that is sympathetic to 
the surrounding topography will not be imposing on the local area, it will 
not tower above the road or be out of character.”


158  
comments


127  
ideas and 
suggestions


25 
replies to ‘how 
do you use the 
foreshore?’ 


6 
replies to 
‘how do you 
use parks and 
reserves?’ 
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COMMENT AND IMAGE FROM SOCIAL PINPOINT
“Improve the facilities for visitors using the boat ramp.”

COMMENT FROM SOCIAL PINPOINT
“Let’s be bold, creative and innovative! How about a university hub (as part 
of a new university for the City of Lake Macquarie)? This can be a defining 
moment for the City’s legacy, will we be boring, or create something for the 
ages (our very own Sydney Opera House moment).” 
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COMMENT AND IMAGE FROM SOCIAL PINPOINT
“Extend the walk/cycle way from Toronto to Warners Bay 1. Toronto to 
Lions Park 2. Fennell Bay to Bolton Point (this is already a well-travelled and 
really scenic walk) 3. Bolton Point to Marmong Point (skirting the foreshore 
of Lake Mac rec. area) 4. Marmong Point to Lake Mac Art Galley/Awaba 
House (which already connects to Warners Bay) this would be a significant 
drawcard for both locals and tourists. The path at Warners Bay is well used 
and really brings life and energy to the area.”
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COMMENT AND IMAGE FROM SOCIAL PINPOINT
 “Clear the lower branches of the trees to create a more open space and a 
view corridor to the lake.”
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COMMENT AND IMAGE FROM SOCIAL PINPOINT
“A public bike share scheme like that in Newcastle. Bike share allows users 
to take short trips using a fleet of public bicycles situated at terminals 
throughout the city. Place terminals at Toronto, Blackalls Park and Fassifern. 
The benefits of this transport system include: increased mobility, health 
benefits, social equity, low environmental impact, reduced transportation 
costs. They have helped revitalise tourism in many town centres. More info 
can be found at bykko.com.au.”
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COMMENT AND IMAGE FROM SOCIAL PINPOINT

 “Install a water feature. Fun in summer and an essential element in 
beautiful parks and public spaces worldwide.”
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TABLE 1: SOCIAL PINPOINT COMMENTS 
MOST LIKED AND DISLIKED

The following table identifies the most popular comments as 
indicated by the number of likes or dislikes the comments received, 
and provide an overarching summary as to all comments received. 
(It should be noted that the page was not specifically established to 
compare comments in this way).

TYPE COMMENT LIKES DISLIKES



Toronto has a long history of being a holiday 
destination, and day visit site. We have a beautiful 
station maintained by the historical society. It would 
be wonderful to link the station to the immediate 
foreshore area adjacent by clearing the weedy 
vegetation and establish a sculpture walk with a 
historical focus relating for example to family and 
company picnics (Arnott’s picnics), boating events 
etc. The Victory Row area is beautiful for quiet 
reflective walks.

85 1



I simply cannot comprehend why a vocal minority in 
Toronto are so opposed to development on this site. 
Firstly the site is currently being used as an informal 
parking area, almost exclusively by members of the 
yacht club, it’s a waste of prime waterfront land. 
Secondly, Victory Parade is elevated behind the site, 
therefore a development that is sympathetic to the 
surrounding topography will not be imposing on the 
local area, it will not tower above the road or be out 
of character.

65 22


Flat area next to old stairs would make a great small 
amphitheatre for formal and informal theatrical and 
musical gatherings, and a gathering point for family 
based and community activities

56 1



Embankment in front of railway station could be used 
as an adventure play area with natural materials used 
to provide play spaces, which lead to undirected play 
where kids use their imagination and are not confined 
to directed actions. e.g. a long slide from top of bank, 
accessed from below by path with steps on one side, 
an avalanche of suitable rocks on the other so kids 
can scramble up. e.g. whole section of bank covered 
with rocks to scramble about, caves, tunnels. water 
play area at bottom

53 1

 Farmers markets 48 6



A cafe and seating arrangements, so people can 
picnic or stop to have their lunch on their break. 
People already stop in their cars there to look out at 
the lake and have their lunch. The start of an exercise 
trail, like at Warners Bay/Wangi. Beginning of a 
shared pathway (Walking/cycling) linking up with 
the existing Toronto Rail Trail to Fassifern. Platform for 
outdoor sculpture and art.

44 2

KEY 


Ideas and 
suggestions


How I use the 
foreshore
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A shared pathway for cycling and walking. Native/
bush tucker gardens and seating to look out to 
the lake. Water stations and an exercise trail like at 
Warners Bay and Wangi. Picnic areas

42 1


An upgrade to the existing playground e.g., some 
more seating and some increased shading areas. 
Please leave it fenced!

39



The ‘Bath Street’ site (4 Bath Street and 1B Victory 
Row) should not be used to build a 6-storey 
residential/tourist/commercial complex. This 
is inappropriate and contravenes Council’s own 
planning guidelines. These blocks are currently 
classified as public land, but ‘operational’ rather than 
‘community’. Council needs to consider re-zoning to 
community. By Council’s own admission, the Toronto 
Foreshore is too constrained.

33 90



How about a row of 5 or 6 cafes/restaurants, all with 
terraces looking out over the lake - similar to the 
lake at Bella Vista in Sydney’s north west. With some 
gentle, live music (not too loud); it would be the most 
beautiful place to dine.

31 7



Do not allow this to be built upon. Once done, 
it cannot be reversed. With population growing 
and more densely built communities, residents of 
surrounding suburbs need open space to enjoy the 
sunshine, grass, fresh air and the lake. Do not be the 
council that does not listen to its residents and allows 
this build out of greed for the rates income. The future 
residents will thank you.

31 152


I would love to see some evening activities occur on 
the foreshore. It would also be great if there were 
somewhere to dine of a night overlooking the lake.

28 4

 Maintain/improve foreshore access by watercraft. 27 2


Actually shark proof the baths and supply kick 
boards/noodles so kids can play. And shaded area 
for families

24 1



I think the concept of building apartments on the 
foreshore is an excellent idea. Having residential 
presence will deter undesirable use of the public 
space, and provide income to the council without 
gouging ratepayers. The development on the 
Newcastle harbour foreshore shows how residential 
and public space can be combined. The land is 
currently undeveloped and is being used an overflow 
car parking. A lot of locals are ageing and would like 
to downsize without losing their current lake views.

23 8


I have observed people on this site (Bath Street and 
Victory Row) Ride their bikes, walk their dogs, go 
walking themselves and have their lunch in their 
lunch break.

21

TYPE COMMENT LIKES DISLIKES
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It would be nice to see the existing pathways 
upgraded to a more aesthetic treatment, or 
constructing a promenade near the shoreline. It 
would be great to see a lot of thought put into how 
people will circulate through this space, with an 
appropriate layout of landscaping, pathways, lighting 
and amenities. The northern end of the foreshore is 
under-utilised, with most pedestrians staying near the 
shopping precinct towards the southern end.

21


Improve amateur sailing club facilities. Incorporate 
facilities for business opportunities, e.g. kiosk for 
watercraft hire, cafe.

21 1



Nowhere on the lake’s foreshore offers a high quality 
swimming/water recreation facility, which would 
attract families to the area and its amenities. I have 
seen several examples internationally of pools 
jutting into lakes, with good facilities, architecturally 
sensitive, which are recreational hubs. The current 
closed off area is not attractive, with few people 
using it, because there is no visibility and dangerous 
underfoot. With the right facilities around, it would 
attract from wide catchment.

21 16



I use this part of the foreshore to walk along and 
enjoy the peacefulness of this part of the Lake. In 
addition, my grandparents holidayed in one of the 
houses along here in the 1960’s so it has sentimental 
significance.

20

 Kayak, canoe, SUP hire and water bikes 20 2

 Inflatable world in summer 13 15

TYPE COMMENT LIKES DISLIKES
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DROP-IN 
SESSIONS
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COUNCIL STAFF ATTENDED THREE DROP-IN SESSIONS

By positioning the drop-in sessions in the above locations and 
events, it allowed Council to inform residents who may not have 
otherwise been directly engaged in the project. 

As part of these Lake Mac Chat drop-in sessions, the community 
could answer the question on a card, ‘What would make you visit 
the Toronto Foreshore more often?’, as well as ask questions of the 
project team and complete the online survey.

More than 200 community members ‘dropped in’ to chat with 
Council staff. 68 responses were received on the green ideas wall 
answering the question ‘What would make you visit the Toronto 
Foreshore more often?’.

This feedback identified these themes:


Toronto Town 

Square on  
22 August


Cafes and 

eateries


Playgrounds, 

barbecue facilities 
and seating


Recreational 

facilities


Parking 
issues


Connectivity


Connection to 

the railway


Proposed 

development


Toronto Farmers and 

Artisan Market on  
1 September


Toronto Lions 

Club Market on 
16 September 
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The following are a selection of comments from below  
comment cards:

“Parking for people with a disability and mums with prams.”

“Bikeways, cafes, exercise equipment e.g. Montreal waterfront”

“Happy to have foreshore developed, just not high rise on foreshore.”

“Public space, No! More high rise of apartments please.”
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WRITTEN 
SUBMISSIONS
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 WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS
Council received 65 written submissions during the consultation 
period. The majority of these written submi ssions opposed the 
development at Bath Street.

The key themes from written submissions included:

• no development at Bath Street;

• traffic issues;

• connected pathways;

• recreational space; and

• infrastructure similar to Warners Bay.
“I don’t agree with Council undertaking commercial development, I believe 
the role of the Council is to look after the residents interests in regards to 
parks, garbage management and overseeing development applications.”

“This would be an ideal area to replicate some of the features available 
on the Warners Bay Foreshore, i.e. picnic tables, public toilets and bike/
walking paths.”

“The vacant land on Bath Street should be developed as a car park and 
recreational reserve for the benefit of the yacht club and the workers that 
need to park somewhere during the day.”

“We want the Toronto Foreshore to be the best boating precinct of  
Lake Macquarie.”

“The Toronto Foreshore park should be the connection between Lake and 
township – it should provide a passage both ways – along the waterfront 
and between the township and the Lake.” 
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APPENDIX 1

SURVEY FORM 
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APPENDIX 2

SOCIAL MEDIA SNAPSHOT 
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APPENDIX 3

SHAPE LAKE MAC Q AND A

As part of the consultation process on the Shape Lake Mac project 
page, community members could ask a question about the project 
and receive a response from the project team, visible to all users of 
the Shape Lake Mac site.

QUESTION RESPONSE

What is the status of the two houses on Victory Row (shown 
as number 5 and 9 on the above map)? I walk around this 
area and do not like using the walkway past the houses, 
because it feels like I am walking in their front yard. Do 
these houses require vehicle access?

Thank you for your question and feedback. The 
two houses are owned byCouncil and currently 
occupied by tenants. Both sites are within the 
Toronto Foreshore 
Master Plan area and their future use will be 
determined through communityconsultation. 

Has the project team looked at other revenue raising 
activities? If so, what are they?

The purpose of this initial community consultation 
is to gather ideas from the community on how 
the Toronto Foreshore precinct can be improved 
and activated. Funding streams are not under 
consideration. The information will be used to 
prepare a design brief for the Toronto Foreshore 
Master Plan and the resulting capital works will be 
funded by developer contributions. Council has $9 
million allocated for Foreshore improvements. 

How is it good planning when your proposed idea is 
to use public free space overlooking the lake to build 
an apartment complex? We live in a time of increasing 
population growth, more concentrated dwellings (units, 
smaller building blocks) which all leads to much less space 
for passive enjoyment like walking, enjoying the view 
children playing. Any land close to a beautiful amenity like 
the lake needs to be preserved as public open space not 
used as development for the privileged few.

They will be considered as part of the evaluation 
of feedback from this community consultation 
program. 

What are your plans for the railway station building and 
line, they are a part of Toronto’s history and should not be 
lost. As for the two houses they could be turned (replaced 
if need be but with something sympathetic to the area into 
a cafe and picnic area.

The rail corridor is owned by RailCorp but currently 
leased to Council.  
 
We invite feedback from the community on the 
best uses of this site as part of our overall planning 
for the foreshore.

Can you please put a note above the map to indicate 
what the ‘like’ and ‘dislike’ functions are supposed to 
indicate. I just wonder in some cases whether people who 
click on ‘dislike’ are actually disliking the comment itself 
or whether they dislike the very thing(s) that the write also 
dislikes. Please make it very clear so that people are not 
confused. Thank you.

The ‘Like’ and ‘Dislike’ buttons function in the same 
way they are used on most social media platforms. 
People can like or dislike a comment. 
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Has a DA been lodged by Roads and Maritime Services 
for the continuing colonisation of the open space area 
adjacent to the Fennell Bay Bridge on the north boundary 
of the Lions Park.

This forum is for questions that relate specifically to 
the Toronto Foreshore Master Plan area; however, 
we can provide the following information in 
relation to your first question. 

The RMS currently has a licence with Council to 
occupy its land known as Lions Park, 2B Anzac 
Parade, Toronto. No DA is required for the 
temporary occupation of Council land by a Service 
Authority. The licence is for a site compound while 
they carry out repairs and maintenance works to 
the Fennell Bay Bridge. The licence is currently 
until the end of September, but may be extended if 
required.

If you require further information on this or any 
other Council matter please submit a request 
through the Council website at lakemac.com.au or 
via email at council@lakemac.nsw.gov.au and your 
request will be passed on to the relevant officer for 
a response. 

Why spend ratepayers’ money on this when there is a lot 
of needs more important to the ratepayers.  
Parking in Toronto, need for public toilets, seniors can 
find, better local roads on the western side of Lake Mac, 
exercise equipment, skate park. Money needs to be spent 
on Rathmines Base and soccer ground roads seating, and 
many, many more.

Improvement of the Toronto Foreshore was 
identified as a priority in the Toronto Development 
Contributions Plan, which was adopted by Council 
in November 2016. This plan determines how 
contributions received from developments in the 
area will be used to improve community facilities. 

Council has allocated $9 million from this funding 
pool to improve the Toronto Foreshore and is 
seeking ideas from the community on what 
facilities should be provided in this recreational 
precinct. This could include some of the facilities 
you have mentioned, including upgraded 
amenities blocks, more seating, exercise 
equipment or a skate park.

Why has Council’s tidal and inundation flood maps not 
overlaid or even mentioned in this proposed foreshore 
development? Council has predicted a sudden (J curve) 
increase in lake levels.

Both the Toronto Foreshore Master Plan and the 
mixed-use development proposed for Bath Street 
are at an early stage of concept development. 
The mixed-use development design will account 
for flood planning and future sea level rise in 
accordance with the Lake Macquarie Waterway 
Flood Risk Management Study and Plan.

QUESTION RESPONSE
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Why is the council fixated on building high apartment 
blocks close to the foreshore rather than providing 
beautiful outdoor spaces for us to enjoy or cafes and 
restaurants for residents and tourists to dine in? Surely, 
if there was a requirement for extra accommodation 
in the area (and I’m not convinced that there is!), then 
apartments could be built further back in less contentious 
areas which still have the option to provide a lake view.

As part of the initial community consultation, the 
community are invited to provide suggestions 
for the sorts of recreational facilities they would 
like to see on the Foreshore, including cafes and 
restaurants. The proposed development will 
provide commercial space at street level suitable 
for these activities but other locations may also be 
deemed suitable. 

Council wants to make the Toronto Foreshore a 
more inviting place for people by improving access 
and amenities and creating enticing destination 
points along the waterfront precinct from Goffet 
Park to Bath Street.

The proposed Bath Street development is 
consistent with planning principles outlined in 
Council strategies and the City Values: it will 
contribute to economic diversification, broaden 
our tourism offering, increase housing choice and 
enhance the vibrancy and character of the town 
centre.

Why would people come to see a six-storey building? 
As the population grows, we need more access to the lake 
and recreational foreshore parkland, not less!

Your feedback will be considered as part of 
Council’s evaluation of the initial community 
consultation on the Toronto Foreshore Master Plan.

In the Lakes Mail (27 August) Council’s property manager 
Kate Cramp said the Bath Street site had been included 
“in the consultation process” and was on the Shape Lake 
Mac website. 
 
“People have been tagging comments to the Bath Street 
site,” Ms Cramp said. 
 
Yes, people have been tagging comments because the 
cursor allowed this to happen.  
 
However, please clear up for all us any confusion here. 
Will Council really take any notice of the actual comments 
(not the likes and dislikes of course, which can be 
meaningless) because in Council’s constant messages to 
us (as you know), there is only one option for this site - i.e. a 
residential/tourist/commercial development complex?  
 
Is including Bath Street ‘in the consultation process’ just a 
show? Is it really consultation? 
 
Is there only one consultant to be appointed for the Bath 
Street site and the FMP? 
 
Or, have we seen a change of heart and now Council is 
including the Bath Street in the FMP? 
 
If you can advise soonest that would be great.

Councillors resolved in April to proceed with the 
preparation of a development application for a 
mixed-use commercial development on the site of 
4 Bath Street and 1B Victory Row. Initial planning 
is under way and the community will have an 
opportunity to comment as the project progresses. 

Currently, Council is undertaking community 
consultation on the Toronto Foreshore Master Plan, 
covering an area from Goffet Park to Bath Street. 
This precinct incorporates the site of the proposed 
development, including an open-space area along 
the waterfront, and Council is inviting feedback on 
how the development 
integrates with the foreshore. 

The feedback provided through this consultation 
will inform the design brief for both the Foreshore 
Master Plan and the proposed development. At 
this stage, Council intends to engage a single 
consultant for both but this will ultimately be 
determined through a tender process. 

All feedback received from the current round of 
consultation will be considered as part of overall 
planning for the foreshore.

QUESTION RESPONSE
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So where is the traffic going to access/egress the 
development site? The Bay Street signalised intersection 
near McDonalds with Cary Street (owned/managed 
by RMS) currently struggles and is a choke point during 
both the am and pm peak times (particularly the 
northbound right turn phase), even though it was recently 
reconstructed. Cary Street is also the primary diversion 
utilised by the Traffic Management Centre when there is 
a closure of the M1 Motorway. Where is the extra traffic 
generated going to go without further impacting on traffic 
flows around Toronto?

The final layout for the proposed development site 
is yet to be determined; however, the likely vehicle 
access will be from Bath Street. 

A comprehensive traffic study will be undertaken 
as part of the Development Application process 
that will assess impacts on nearby roads and make 
appropriate recommendations.

How can people convey words of support to Council for 
this proposal? I see flyers around town with ways people 
can oppose it but I believe there are many people in 
support who would like their voices heard. 
 
I live in Toronto and support Council’s efforts to enhance 
the foreshore. I see no logical reason why the proposal is 
bad for the area.  
 
I am seeing efforts in the community by people opposed 
to this and I wanted to make some effort to send some 
positive support to Council, as I believe this proposal will 
enhance both physical appeal of area but also the visitor 
economy in Toronto. In addition, the increased facilities 
will be a bonus to the community. 
 
The area where it is proposed for the building is not used 
by people. It is a dingy little piece of parkland that no 
one uses. The area between the proposed development 
and the existing foreshore facilities would benefit from 
development as currently a number of shady characters 
hang out there regularly drinking which gives it a feeling 
of danger. By developing and enhancing this area, it 
will become safer and less likely to have people like this 
loitering around. 
 
I believe many of the people against this have not actually 
read the proposal nor do they understand exactly what 
is planned. They are just going along with the negative 
efforts of a minority. 
 
I strangely support Council’s efforts here and understand 
the rationale behind it. 
 
Good luck with your plans and hopefully more people 
come out in support of this.

We are pleased to see a variety of opinions coming 
through this consultation process. 

Other avenues you could consider for voicing your 
support are writing a letter to a local paper (e.g. 
the Lakes Mail, Newcastle Herald) or, if you have 
social media accounts, making a positive comment 
on the Council’s Facebook page or that of the news 
organisations that are posting stories about the 
foreshore plans. For instance, a number of people 
have made posts in support of Council’s plans on 
the Newcastle Herald Facebook page today. 

We also have one more pop-up session, at the 
Toronto Lions Markets on Sunday September 
16. We will have survey forms available there, or 
people can jot down suggestions for our ideas 
wall. If you are there on the day, please come and 
say hi.

You are also welcome to call Principal Projects 
Officer Bohdan Laforest on 4921 0333 if you would 
like to discuss any of these matters further. He 
would be happy to hear from you.

QUESTION RESPONSE
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I think there seems to be an issue in replying to messages 
(joining the discussion) posted on markers on the map. 
Can you please check? Thank you. 

Providing comment through this Shape Lake Mac 
portal, writing letters or emails, or attending a 
community consultation session are great ways to 
have your voice heard. 

Some people also contribute views and 
suggestions through social media platforms such 
as Council’s Facebook page. We are interested 
in hearing a range of ideas and opinions from the 
community.

Your comments on the future use of the Foreshore 
will be considered as part of our overall planning. 

Why is the Bath Street site being excluded from the 
Master Plan process? First, it is recognised international 
best practice to master plan a precinct to identify needs, 
opportunities and constraints before framing development 
sites. Second, the community has explicitly asked that this 
be done. Third, the sustainability of the Lake as a fragile 
ecosystem for which Council has prime responsibility 
should make the logic unarguable and over-ride narrow 
commercial criteria. Should be win-win, but Council is 
playing a zero-sum game. 

They will be considered as part of the evaluation 
of feedback from this community consultation 
program. 
This initial phase of consultation is the first 
opportunity for the community to have their say on 
the facilities, amenities and type of environment 
they would like to see 
along the Foreshore. We are also seeking feedback 
on how the mixed-use commercial development 
proposed for the site encompassed by 4 Bath 
Street and 1B Victory Row will integrate with the 
upgraded Toronto Foreshore precinct. Further 
opportunities for community engagement will be 
available as the projects progress.

The development as proposed is significantly higher than 
the DCP. Why won’t this result in Council being unable to 
refuse similar private developments that exceed the DCP? 
Council owns land in the town centre that could be 
improved, instead of, or in conjunction with, a DCP 
compliant development at Bath Street. Has this been 
considered? If not, why not? 

Council will not be the certifying authority in this 
instance, the DA determination resides with the 
State Government’s Regional Planning Panel. 
Council do have strategies, which are being 
considered for land holdings within Toronto 
Town Centre. Council has priorities for exploring 
opportunities for these land parcels, yet these 
investigations are yet to be undertaken. This 
project focuses on the opportunities available for 
the foreshore and Bath St Development site, which 
was acquired over many years for the purposes of 
redevelopment.

QUESTION RESPONSE
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Please will you include the unwanted proposed high-rise 
development at each end of the site as part of the plan. 
We want parkland and areas for everyone to enjoy to be 
larger, not smaller.  
 
No high rise on the foreshore.  
 
Please make the Toronto foreshore park go from the RMYC 
to the privately owned houses on the far side of the old 
Marina site.  
Keep buildings development, especially high-rise to the 
other side of the road.  
Keep the foreshore public parkland.  
Build beautiful buildings elsewhere, just not on the 
foreshore, nor our parks.  
Many people are downsizing from bigger houses to 
apartments and want to be able to walk to the foreshore 
and main street. Excellent. Bring it on. Because of this 
increased density, we need more public land.  
Please give us more public land on the foreshore for 
everyone to enjoy?  
 
Personally, I am finding this information very difficult to 
read and follow.  
 
What I would like is:

• Open foreshore parkland
• Covered seating so it can be enjoyed in the heat of the 

day and as shelter from the rain. 
• Permanent dog watering - include a built in dog bowl 

beneath the human bubblers so the dogs can drink 
what would otherwise be wasted water. 

• Provide dog-dropping pick up bags - like the 
compostable bags e use for our green bins. 

• More bins. I spend time every day picking up rubbish. 
• Park exercise equipment. 
• Information centre for Aboriginal and White Fella 

history of the lake. Potentially at the Bath Street site, 
(this area immediately needs more bins. Every day I 
pick up rubbish here.) 

• A floating pontoon to swim out to from the shore. 
Hot and Cold-water showers. (The existing showers 
near the swim area are cold only.) 

• Lighting. So we can enjoy the area safely 24 hours a 
day. 

• Public moorings. 
• A free foreshore water fun park for kids. There are 

excellent examples in Qld and Manly in Sydney.
 
To all of you at council, you are doing a great job 
improving Toronto. Thank you.  
Please will you keep up the good work and let us have 
more public land?  
Please make Toronto foreshore for the enjoyment of 
everyone.

Your feedback will be considered as part of 
Council’s evaluation of the initial community 
consultation on the Toronto Foreshore Master Plan.

QUESTION RESPONSE
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Why is the land at 4 Bath Street and 1B Victory Row, 
originally purchased for community use, not included as 
part of the Toronto Foreshore Master Plan? Why is it not 
designated as parkland for public use? Why has Council 
proposed commercial development on our precious and 
small area of Toronto public foreshore? 

This initial phase of consultation is the first 
opportunity for the community to have their say on 
the facilities, amenities and type of environment 
they would like to see 
along the Foreshore. We are also seeking feedback 
on how the mixed-use commercial development 
proposed for the site encompassed by 4 Bath 
Street and 1B Victory Row will integrate with the 
upgraded Toronto Foreshore precinct.

Further opportunities for community engagement 
will be available as the projects progress.

QUESTION RESPONSE
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APPENDIX 4



TUE 02 OCTOBER 2018

Toronto media report (Aug-Sep consultation
period)

Total media types
5

total items
68

Total audience
973,995

Total ASR (in AUD)
$100,046

An analysis of coverage produced in the 41 days between 15 Aug 2018 and 24 Sep 2018 from 1
folders (Toronto foreshore consultation period) found 68 items. This Coverage reached a
cumulative audience of 973,995 and  had an advertising space rate of AUD 100,046.

* Newspapers has the highest volume of coverage (27 items or 39% of the total volume of
coverage)
* Newspapers reached the highest cumulative audience (655,170 or 67% of the cumulative
audience)
* Newspapers had the highest advertising space rate (AUD 74,492 or 74% of the total
advertising space rate)

Media Type Volume Audience ASR (in AUD)

AM Radio 9 126,000 $14,609 

FM Radio 5 139,000 $697 

Newspaper 27 655,170 $74,492 

Online News 25 1,825 $7,751 

TV 2 52,000 $2,497 

COPYRIGHT This report and its contents are for the internal research use of Mediaportal subscribers only and must not
be provided to any third party by any means for any purpose without the express permission of Isentia and/or the relevant
copyright owner. For more information contact copyright@isentia.com

DISCLAIMER Isentia makes no representations and, to the extent permitted by law, excludes all warranties in relation to
the information contained in the report and is not liable for any losses, costs or expenses, resulting from any use or misuse
of the report.
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How your say will help to shape the future of Toronto foreshore
16 Aug 2018 8:06 AMLakes Mail

650 words • ASR AUD 147 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 995982060

OVER TO YOU: Council's planning manager Wes Hain and property manager Kate Cramp on the Toronto foreshore on Friday.
Picture: David Stewart
COMMUNITY consultation starts today on Lake Macquarie City Council’s multi-million-dollar plans to transform the...
Read on source site

Audience

N/A UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS, N/A UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS

Lake Macquarie City Council exploring all aspects of a proposed residential and tourist
development on the Toronto foreshore

16 Aug 2018 8:06 AMLakes Mail by David Stewart
378 words • ASR AUD 85 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 995982301

PRIME SPOT: Council's Wes Hain and Kate Cramp at the Bath Street site that council is investigating for a tourist and
residential development.
A multi-storey tourist and residential building that Lake Macquarie City Council is considering developing on...
Read on source site

Audience

N/A UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS, N/A UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS

GROUNDSWELL BUILDING
16 Aug 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, Letters

Page 19 • 100 words • ASR AUD 182 • Photo: No • Type: Letter • Size: 48.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 995883508

    IS Lake Macquarie City Council aware of the groundswell of opposition to council's proposed
multi-storey building planned for the waterfront end of Bath Street, Toronto?

    More and more local residents are becoming shocked and alarmed as they learn of council's intentions.

    Various concerned groups are organising meetings to discuss councils' proposal.

    There is serious concern for the safety of the children attending the local Toronto Public School.
Increased traffic, pollution and congestion will be intensified in a previously quiet and peaceful and safe locality.

    Why wasn't local community acceptance of the proposal sought by council?

    - Gwenda Roberts, Toronto
View original

Audience

26,997 CIRCULATION

https://www.lakesmail.com.au/story/5582433/consultation-starts-today-on-plans-for-toronto-foreshore/
https://www.lakesmail.com.au/story/5582433/consultation-starts-today-on-plans-for-toronto-foreshore/
https://www.lakesmail.com.au/story/5582982/development-would-be-nice-earner-by-the-lake-in-toronto/
https://www.lakesmail.com.au/story/5582982/development-would-be-nice-earner-by-the-lake-in-toronto/
https://app.mediaportal.com//mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?pbid=3048&mo=Lakes Mail
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Group opposes foreshore proposal
16 Aug 2018Newcastle Weekly, Newcastle, General News, Ben Murphy

Page 10 • 303 words • ASR N/A • Photo: Yes • Type: News Item • Size: 176.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 998101436

    Lake Macquarie council's proposal to build a mixed-use commercial, residential and tourism complex at
Toronto Foreshore has been met with staunch opposition.

    In April, the council voted to proceed with plans to develop prime waterfront land near Bath Street,
stating it was earmarked as an ideal site for decades and would provide an economic boost to the area.

    However, concerned residents have since formed the Toronto Foreshore Protection Group (TFPG) to
oppose the development.

    The group's petition has attracted almost 3,000 hard-copy and online signatures to date.

    It seeks the reclassification of all land on the Toronto Foreshore as community land in order to protect the area as a place of
public recreation and to ensure there is adequate infrastructure and public recreational facilities to support Toronto's future
population growth.

    The group, which is an alliance between the Coal Point Progress Association, Toronto Area Sustainable Neighbourhood
Group, the Rotary Club of Toronto Sunrise and the Royal Motor Yacht Club, now plans to host a public meeting next month.

    Resident Nico Marcar said it would provide the community-at-large with a "clearer understanding" of what was being
proposed for the site.

    "We'd like to see council stop progressing any development of the DA [development application] and evaluate different
options for this site with community consultation through its foreshore master plan," he said.

    "Our main point is we want to see the whole of the foreshore reclassified as community parkland rather than bits of it being
marked as operational.

    "Anyone you talk to has some kind of reservation about this development."

    Mr Marcar added the meeting would help the community to send a message, while also offering councillors the chance to
provide feedback.

    It will take place at Toronto High School from 7pm on Tuesday 4 September.

    Visit tfpg.org.au for more information.

    - Ben Murphy
View original

Audience

N/A CIRCULATION
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Nice earner by the lake
16 Aug 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, General News, David Stewart

Page 10 • 355 words • ASR AUD 1,788 • Photo: Yes • Type: News Item • Size: 471.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto
foreshore consultation period • ID: 995894133

    A MULTI-STOREY tourist and residential building that Lake Macquarie City Council is considering
developing on its land in Toronto has the potential to be a nice earner for ratepayers.

    Council is investigating the feasibility of such a development in Bath Street, on land overlooking the
lake, next to Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto.

    Council's property manager Kate Cramp said the site - zoned operational - presented council with an
opportunity to develop a commercial venture that would be another long-term source of income for the

city.

    "Our commercial activities, as they are today, generate a return to our general fund of about $2.5 million every year," Ms
Cramp said.

    "Those funds are spent on community outcomes like foreshore upgrades or sporting fields." Ms Cramp said many local
councils had similar commercial ventures.

    "We are expected to do more and more with the money that we have as the state government starts shifting responsibility for
service delivery to us [council] for certain things. We get less funding for projects, so the commercial returns are a good
alternative source of income," she said.

    Council built the Toronto Woolworths shopping centre about 25 years ago. It also leases out a number of its shops in the
Toronto main street, and has holdings in Belmont, Warners Bay and Charlestown.

    "And we've got about 40 residential properties that we lease out." Ms Cramp said the proposed development in Toronto was
far from a done deal.

    Council in April had simply voted to explore the feasibility of progressing a proposal to the development application (DA)
stage - a process that would cost up to $1 million. Ms Cramp said the $1 million would not be spent in one hit.

    "There's a series of investigations that we will sequentially start taking with the constraints mapping," she said. If an issue
such as sea level rise, ground conditions, or financial viability proved to be a deal breaker, council would stop and not spend
the full $1 million, she said.

Caption Text:
PRIME SPOT: Council's Wes Hain and Kate Cramp at the Bath Street site that council is investigating for a tourist and
residential development.
View original
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Your say on Toronto
16 Aug 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, General News, David Stewart
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foreshore consultation period • ID: 995851710

    COMMUNITY consultation starts today on Lake Macquarie City Council's multi-million-dollar plans to
transform the Toronto foreshore.

    The month-long consultation period will seek the community's views on what should happen - and what
shouldn't - on the lakeside strip from Wharf Road to Bath Street.

    Council's community planning manager Wes Hain said input from the community would play a key role
in shaping the management plan for the foreshore.

    "This is about generating ideas and asking questions like 'How do you currently use the foreshore?' and 'How would you like
to use this space in the future?,'" Mr Hain said.

    The possibilities are many.

    They include extending the existing pathway around to Bath Street, near Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto; the creation of
picnic spaces and park benches; gardens and passive areas; a playground; or even a fitness trail, such as those installed at
Warners Bay and Speers Point.

    Some correspondents to the Lakes Mail, however, have been arguing the case for the foreshore to be left untouched by
council.

    Some locals are known to be particularly opposed to the council's plan to develop a multi-storey tourist and residential
development (see story page 10) on the lake's edge in Bath Street.

    So, is doing nothing an option that council would entertain?

    "Council is collecting developer contributions to do work on the Toronto foreshore, but if the overwhelming feedback is that
the community would like nothing, then that's something that the council would have to carefully consider," Mr Hain said.

    The 'do nothing' option would seem to the council to be an unexpected request from a community that has also criticised
council for spending too much of ratepayers' money on Warners Bay and Speers Point and "ignoring" communities on the
western side of the lake.

    The council's plan is to transform the foreshore into "an attractive new community, tourist and lifestyle destination".

    Locals are invited to have a say on council's website, and at drop-in sessions in Toronto.

    To page 4.

    Locals urged to pitch ideas for foreshore From page 1.

    Locals will be able to talk to council staff about the future of the Toronto foreshore at drop-in sessions at.TorontoTown
Square, from 10am to noon, on Wednesday, August 22; theToronto foreshore, during theToronto Farmers and Artisan Markets,
from 9am to noon, on Saturday, September 1; and Lions Park, Fennell Bay, at theToronto Lions Markets, from 8am to 11am,
on Sunday, September 16.
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    Locals are also encouraged to learn more about the master plan process, and to have a say online, at shape.

    lakemac.com.au/future-toronto.

    "This is about providing a place for people to gather and enjoy themselves close to the Toronto town centre," Mr Hain said.

    "We want to really take advantage of the beautiful lake and views that we have here, and provide friendly, inviting, safe
spaces that are accessible to people of all abilities and backgrounds.

    "We want to enhance the attraction of Toronto as a place to work, live and play." Council's property manager, Kate Cramp,
said council's development objective was to make the most of the Bath Street site for ratepayers.

    "We'd like to see that site used for its intended purpose. The current uses as an informal car park is not the best and most
appropriate use of a piece of prime foreshore land," Ms Cramp said.

    A tourist and residential development next to the Royal Motor Yacht Club had the potential to create 'a destination' from one
end of the foreshore to the other, she said.

    Ms Cramp and Mr Hain urged locals to have input to the master plan.

    "Get involved," Mr Hain said. "We are genuinely keen to hear from people who have a passionate interest in the future of
Toronto."

Caption Text:
Wes Hain.
OVER TO YOU: Council's planning manager Wes Hain and property manager Kate Cramp on the Toronto foreshore on Friday.
Picture: David Stewart
View original
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Interview with Wes Hain, Manager of Integrated Planning, Lake Macquarie City Council. ...
16 Aug 2018 3:11 PMABC Newcastle, Newcastle, Drive, Paul Bevan

Duration: 12 mins 3 secs • ASR AUD 3,459 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075735752

Interview with Wes Hain, Manager of Integrated Planning, Lake Macquarie City Council. Bevan
says the council in Toronto, NSW, is supporting a plan to build a multi-storey commercial
residential tourism development to stimulate the foreshore area. He says the council is also
aiming to activate the park. Hain says they are today opening community consultation on the

Toronto Foreshore Master Plan, specifically applying to the land from Wharf Rd near the playground, all the way through to
Bath St. Bevan says they are looking at an area that is kind of like the foreshore at Newcastle Harbour in width. He says the
Toronto foreshore is a bit wider than Warners Bay. Hain says the scope for holding events or community activities at the
foreshore is open for discussion. He says they will be working with Crown Lands regarding the original Toronto Rail Station
building as it is a heritage item. Hain says they have prepared master plans for Speers Point Park and the Warners Bay
Foreshore in the past few years. Bevan says the Warners Bay Foreshore Park can't be seen in isolation because people can
go to a whole bunch of other places from there. Hain says the Toronto Foreshore has a long history of being a destination for
recreation. He says there are historical buildings on the foreshore that they want to acknowledge in some way. Hain says the
proposed development site is next to the actual rail line that is actually a Crown land. He says the access along the old rail line
towards Fassifern will be maintained. Hain says the proposal for the Bath St development site is to get a mixture of uses. He
says they want the community to give them some ideas about how the integration between the foreshore parklands and any
proposed future development could work. Hain says the closing date is 24 September, Monday, at 9am. He says the best way
to get involved is through their website - shapelakemac.com.au. Hain says people can also come along in one of the three
drop-in sessions, which starts on 27 August between 10am and 12nn in the Toronto Town Square. He says there will also be a
session on 1 September at the Toronto Farmers and Artisan Market on the Toronto Foreshore between 9 and 12 and on 16
September at the Toronto Lions Markets at Lions Park in Fennell Bay between 8am and 11am.
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Enticing tourists to enjoy best of life on lake
18 Aug 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, General News, Morven Cameron
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foreshore consultation period • ID: 996814368

    WHEN you holiday by the sea, or in a lake or riverside location, do you find yourself drawn to the
water?

    It's a natural response - there is something pleasing to the senses about being near and looking out
across water. Local tourism industries are often built around a city or town's proximity to water, and Lake
Macquarie is no exception.

    People come to Lake Macquarie to enjoy our beautiful lake. The lake is also the reason many in our
community choose to live in the city. Surprisingly, for a city with 175 kilometres of lake foreshore, Lake Macquarie has relatively
few spots where visitors and locals can eat or stay directly on the waterfront. Yet, this is increasingly the experience that people
seek out when they are on holidays or looking for a nice spot to dine out with family or friends.

    This is why council is looking for opportunities to enhance recreational opportunities around the lake, to give our residents
and visitors a greater sense of connection to our water and foreshore assets.

    We have seen how well foreshore enhancement has worked in places like Warners Bay and Speers Point, which have
become popular spots year-round for walkers, joggers, riders, exercisers and picnickers, among others, as well as great
venues for community events.

    Council is now turning its attention to the Toronto Foreshore. Toronto is one of our most picturesque town centres, with a
main street that runs right down to the lake. Some parts of the foreshore are activated already but there is potential to make it a
much more vibrant and accessible area for people to enjoy, as well as a drawcard for tourists.

    Council is developing a Master Plan for the Toronto Foreshore and is seeking feedback from the community on the types of
facilities, amenities and environment they would like to see along the foreshore stretch from Goffet Park to Bath Street.

    That might include facilities such as a boardwalk or shared pathway, exercise equipment, playgrounds, picnic tables, public
art, or new infrastructure to support more dining and entertainment options on the waterfront. Council is also moving forward
with plans for a tourism, commercial and residential development on waterfront land at Bath Street, Toronto, and the
community will have an opportunity through this initial consultation phase to have their say on how that development integrates
with the foreshore precinct.

    Tourism presents great opportunities for Lake Macquarie. Tourists have been drawn to Toronto since the late 1800s, as
Heritage Trail signage on the foreshore acknowledges, and council's plans for the area will build on that tradition. Growing
tourism opportunities is an important part of council's strategy to diversify the city's economy as we shift from a traditional
reliance on mining, manufacturing and power generation.

    The proposed Bath Street development will help fill a gap in our city for accommodation and recreational facilities on the
waterfront, which will boost our tourism offering, providing flow-on effects for business operators in Toronto and beyond. At the
same time, it will activate and transform what has for many years been a degraded site primarily used as an overflow parking
area - a function that does not do justice to its location or potential.

    The incorporation of retail and commercial space in the Bath Street development opens it to the inclusion of cafs and
restaurants, creating the prospect of an enticing waterfront destination point along an upgraded foreshore walk from the town
centre. The residential component of the project is consistent with council's objective of providing more housing choice in our
town centres. We know there is demand for low-maintenance properties close to town centres and that increasing residential
concentration in these locations leads to places that are more vibrant by day and night and attract better services, such as
improved public transport and health services.

    Council acknowledges the development proposal has prompted concerns from some in the community, who fear it will result
in loss of access to the waterfront. However, a foreshore buffer will be maintained and public access will be enhanced through
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pathways to improve accessibility.

    Following this initial period of consultation on the Toronto Foreshore Master Plan, council will go to tender to appoint a
consultant to create an integrated design for the foreshore precinct. Further community consultation will be undertaken at this
stage.

    The council is looking forward to hearing the community's ideas. Visit shapelakemac.

    com.au/future-toronto.

    Morven Cameron is the chief executive officer of Lake Macquarie City Council For a city with 175 kilometres of lake
"foreshore, Lake Macquarie has relatively few spots where visitors and locals can eat or stay directly on the waterfront.

Caption Text:
CHANGES: Growing tourism opportunities is an important part of Lake council's plan to diversify the city's economy.
View original
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Lake Macquarie City Council calls for input on Toronto foreshore master plan
18 Aug 2018 4:06 PMNewcastle Herald by Morven Cameron

871 words • ASR AUD 45 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 997090950

Enticing tourists to enjoy best of life on lake CHANGES: Growing tourism opportunities is an important part of Lake council's
plan to diversify the city’s economy.
CHANGES: Growing tourism opportunities is an important part of Lake council's plan to...
Read on source site
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Letters to the editor August 22 2018
22 Aug 2018 1:23 AMNewcastle Herald by Stephen Dewar

1222 words • ASR AUD 64 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 998377387

CONTENTION: Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has seen off a challenge from Peter Dutton but speculation is mounting that
another bid will follow closely behind it.
WHATEVER anyone may say about Tony Abbott's crew of political thugs (and who doesn't?),...
Read on source site
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Toronto Foreshore plan
22 Aug 2018Newcastle Star, Newcastle NSW, General News
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    LAKE Macquarie City Council is seeking ideas from the community to help transform the Toronto
Foreshore into an attractive new community, tourist and lifestyle destination.

    The aim is to make the foreshore a more inviting place by improving access and amenities and creating
enticing destination points along the waterfront.

    Contribute your ideas at: shape.lakemac.com.au/ future-toronto
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WE FORESHORE WANT IT KEPT
22 Aug 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, Letters
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consultation period • ID: 998469341

    I BELIEVE the opinion piece in Saturday's Newcastle Herald by the unelected chief executive of Lake
Macquarie City Council ('Enticing tourists to enjoy best of life on lake,' Opinion 18/8) ignores public opinion
and tries to put a gloss on the council's unprecedented plan to build up to six storeys right on the
foreshore at Toronto.

    Descendants of the Fennel family wanted to preserve access to the foreshore, as did the 1888 meeting
of residents who strove to preserve a little of Toronto's foreshore for future tourists. At least Morvan
Cameron admits that council's development is on "waterfront land". Ms Cameron doesn't explain that

council should have millions of dollars left over from the attempted purchase of the Hirecraft Mariner site for the wonderful
foreshore improvements she envisions without building right down to the foreshore with a "buffer" of a few feet.

    Why can't the council and its chief executive finally listen to the community and organise a plan that has development but
preserves the foreshore strip, and doesn't overwhelm our greatest tourist asset, the lake? A plan that doesn't cut the the iconic
rail line and deals with all the major traffic congestion issues?

    Only then can Toronto add to its already great cafes and accommodation with its greatest tourist asset intact and enhanced:
the lake and its foreshore.

    Stephen Dewar, Toronto
View original
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Toronto Foreshore plan up for public discussion
23 Aug 2018Newcastle Weekly, Newcastle, General News
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    Lake Macquarie council has invited feedback as it seeks to transform Toronto Foreshore into an
attractive new community, tourist and lifestyle destination.

    The first phase of community consultation for the Toronto Foreshore Master Plan opened last week.

    The council's manager of integrated planning, Wes Hain, said it aimed to improve access and
amenities, while also creating enticing destination points along the waterfront precinct from Goffet Park to
Bath Street.

    "This is a great opportunity to realise the potential of one of the city's most picturesque town centres and waterfront areas,"
he said.

    The community will also get the chance to have a say on how the mixed-use commercial development, proposed for the
vacant site at Bath Street and Victory Row, integrates with the foreshore precinct.

    Feedback can be provided online through the council's website, shape.lakemac.com.

    au/future-toronto, or by visiting several drop-in sessions.

    The final two sessions are on Saturday 1 September, 9am until 12pm, at the Toronto Farmers and Artisan Market (Toronto
Foreshore); and Sunday 16 September, 8am until 11am, at Toronto Lions Markets (Lions Park, Fennell Bay).

    Consultation on the master plan will remain open until 9am on Monday 24 September.
View original
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The Lake Macquarie City Council wants to overhaul the Toronto Foreshore and wants ...
23 Aug 2018 5:11 PMKO FM, Newcastle, 17:00 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 30 secs • ASR AUD 186 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075808940

The Lake Macquarie City Council wants to overhaul the Toronto Foreshore and wants feedback
on the master plan. Spokesperson Wes Heine(*) says it is a prime location as it is close to the
town centre and shops.
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Lake Macquarie Toronto Plan Fails To Please Residents
27 Aug 2018 10:00 AMInternet News Unassigned - Australia by Tania Salitra

219 words • ASR N/A • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1000321453

The Toronto Foreshore Protection Group has accused Lake Macquarie Council of missing the point of a masterplan into the
future of Toronto Foreshore.

With Council excluding a Bath Street site development from the plan, they believe the community is bei...
Read on source site
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Letters to the editor
27 Aug 2018 4:27 PMLakes Mail by Reg Crick

605 words • ASR AUD 129 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1000367161

BIG DECISIONS: What will become of the foreshore, next to Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto, is the focus of council and
resident attention. Picture: David StewartOpportunity for Toronto
I notice Lake Macquarie City Council has finally published a report...
Read on source site
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Toronto Foreshore Protection Group to send up tethered helium balloons to show height of
proposed development

27 Aug 2018 6:04 PMLakes Mail
600 words • ASR AUD 148 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1000392086

TORONTO: Council's Wes Hain and Kate Cramp at the Bath Street site next to Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto. Picture:
David Stewart
OPPONENTS of a multi-storey development planned for the Toronto foreshore will take to the skies on Saturday to raise...
Read on source site
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BACKCHAT
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    BATH STREET BUILDING PLAN WHATEVER they do with the development will be better than the dirt
car park that's there now.

    - Aaron Clark, on Facebook IMAGINE if there were other 4- and 5-storey buildings inToronto. Oh, wait a
minute.

    The Bath Street land is unused and ugly.

    There is an entire foreshore to enjoy.

    - Ian Wood, on Facebook TORONTO has less foreshore community land than any town on Lake Macquarie and LMCC
wants to take what little foreshore park we have to build high rise on. I'm all for development and high rise apartment living
forToronto but not on foreshore land. Let them build their development away from our foreshore. I don't see them building any
high rise on Warners Bay's foreshore land. We need car parking and improvements to that land to make the area an extension
of the recreational area along the waterfront for our community to enjoy.

    - Sue Jansson, on Facebook COUNCIL'S PLAN FOR TORONTO THERE are rules against buildings being built close to the
water in regards to future sea-level rises. I would recommend people see the plans first, before jumping the gun.

    The development planned for Hirecraft looks amazing.

    Think Honeysuckle, think public access for everyone, for the young, for the old, and for people with mobility issues. I, like
many others, would welcome a well designed public walkway from the yacht club to Foreshore Park.

    - Paul Bates, on Facebook PEOPLE seem to not understand. Council wants to build on theToronto waterfront.

    Once they do, developers will want access to all the waterfronts around the lake.

    - Bruce Fitzgerald, on Facebook OUR NEW PRIME MINISTER IF you don't like him, just wait a few weeks and he'll be
recycled. Maybe you'll like the next one.

    - Paul Smith, on Facebook ONLY 3 PM'S till Xmas.

    - Kevin Kernahan, on Facebook TURNBULL 2.0 - Trevor Denniss, on Facebook
View original
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Flying high on lake
30 Aug 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, General News, David Stewart
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    OPPONENTS of a multi-storey development planned for the Toronto foreshore will take to the skies on
Saturday to raise awareness of the proposal.

    Toronto Foreshore Protection Group (TFPG) will release tethered helium-filled balloons to the height of
a four- and six-storey building.

    TFPG spokesperson Suzanne Pritchard said the balloons would be raised to give locals an indication of
the height such buildings would reach.

    Lake Macquarie City Council has proposed building a multi-storey tourism and residential development on the Bath Street
site, next to Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto.

    The council owns the site, and recently resolved to spend up to $1 million to investigate the feasibility of such a
development.

    The council is currently in the middle of a month-long community consultation period which it says will play a key role in
shaping the Toronto Foreshore Masterplan.

    The masterplan would determine uses of the lakeside strip from Wharf Road to Bath Street.

    As part of tht consultation, council is hosting a series of drop-in information sessions about plans for the Toronto foreshore.

    The next drop-in session will be held this Saturday, on the Toronto foreshore, from 9am to noon.

    The drop-in session will coincide with TFPG's balloon demonstration.

    Ms Pritchard said council had omitted the Bath Street development proposal from the masterplan, and had therefore "missed
the point" of having an integrated plan for the Toronto foreshore.

    "Land zoned operational near the heritage train station is included, so why is foreshore land zoned operational at Bath Street
not included?" she said.

    "We don't understand council's logic." Council's property manager Kate Cramp said the Bath Street site had been included
"in the consultation process" and was on the Shape Lake Mac website.

    To page 4.

    Balloons give rise to focus on foreshore From page 1.

    "People have been tagging comments to the Bath Street site," Ms Cramp said.

    The masterplan would offer an integrated approach to planning on the foreshore, and would be guided by community
comment on the Bath Street proposal, she said.

    "Council have openly said in the information flyers that the intent of the consultation is to ensure there is an integrated
masterplan developed. The masterplan brief will be informed by the feedback gathered through this community consultation
process." Ms Pritchard said planning and development controls in Toronto should be respected.

    "Council has produced a Toronto Town Centre plan to guide integrated development. However, it seems as if council is not
planning to abide by it at the Bath Street site," she said.
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    "This sends a poor message to the community." Ms Cramp said the operational zoning of the Bath Street site presented
council with an opportunity to develop a commercial venture that would be a long-term source of income for the city.

    Ultimate approval of any development application for the site - if the proposal gets that far - would not rest with council.

    "Council is not the determining authority regarding any potential future DA there is a state planning approval process through
the Regional Planning Panel that council will follow," she said.

    "Council's April decision was just to continue investigations into the proposed development concept." TFPG will host a
community meeting on the issue, at Toronto High School, on Tuesday, September 4, at 7pm.

    "Councillors have been invited," Ms Pritchard said.

    Visit shape.lakemac.com.

    au/future-toronto.

Caption Text:
INDICATION: Balloon.
SUZANNE PRITCHARD
View original
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
30 Aug 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, Letters

Page 17 • 206 words • ASR AUD 744 • Photo: Yes • Type: Letter • Size: 196.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1001717832

    OPPORTUNITY FOR TORONTO I notice Lake Macquarie City Council has finally published a report on
its proposal to make improvements to the Toronto foreshore land which it owns.

    The western side of the lake has been asking that council show recognition and provide improvements
to Westlakes towns, as council has done in places such as Warners Bay and Speers Point.

    The only apparent objection appears to be the building of a private- and public-use building next to the
Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto, because some people believe it will restrict public use and access to the

lake.

    If the set back from the lake is minimal then, yes, it will restrict access. But if it set back at least 20 metres or more then, no,
it won't. So l suggest people wait for the final draft then decide whether they approve.

    It would be a shame if, after years of neglect, we finally have a chance for recognition but are held back over petty issues.

    l see this proposed development as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

    - Carl Stevenson, Dora Creek

Caption Text:
BIG DECISIONS: What will become of the foreshore, next to Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto, is the focus of council and
resident attention. Picture: David Stewart
View original
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'UNITSVILLE' IN TORONTO
30 Aug 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, Letters

Page 17 • 87 words • ASR AUD 159 • Photo: No • Type: Letter • Size: 42.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1001717892

    MY mother and her sister enjoyed buying a treat from McDonald's and going to the seclusion of the
waterfront near the Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto. They felt it was special. They were in their 80s.

    Will Lake Macquarie City Council now allow the building of waterfront units on their own land?

    We will no doubt get units on the old Hirecraft site. But what about the traffic chaos?

    And the infrastructure support?

    'Unitsville' will consume our precious waterfront. What next?

    - Jan Leckie, Coal Point
View original
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WORRYING PRECEDENT
30 Aug 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, Letters

Page 17 • 80 words • ASR AUD 156 • Photo: No • Type: Letter • Size: 41.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1001718019

    LAKE Macquarie City Council could be about to set a dangerous precedent on the foreshore at Toronto.
Their support for a high-rise development could see the foreshore of Lake Macquarie changed forever,
with far reaching community and environmental effects.

    In addition, council will shortly consider a DA for a huge 37-unit development of the current Toronto
Lifestyle Marina site and adjoining properties, fronting Brighton Avenue, which could create significant
traffic challenges for motorists and pedestrians.

    - Reg Crick, Toronto
View original
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Balloons tell the ‘storey’ in Toronto
31 Aug 2018 7:15 AMlakemactoday.com.au by LakeMac Today

511 words • ASR AUD 531 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1002298436

Bath Street, site of proposed development, adjacent to Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto
Three thousand signatures on a petition, plus 130 comments on an online petition will be supported on Saturday, September 1
by a spectacular display of helium...
Read on source site
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Have your say on Toronto Foreshore plans
31 Aug 2018 7:19 AMlakemactoday.com.au by LakeMac Today

468 words • ASR AUD 661 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1002299069

Lake Macquarie City Council is pressing ahead with the preparation of a design and development application for a
medium-density building comprising a mix of residential, tourist and commercial space on the Council-owned Bath Street site,
at the...
Read on source site
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Opposition builds towards Toronto development
04 Sep 2018 6:11 AMlakemactoday.com.au by LakeMac Today

393 words • ASR AUD 238 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1003731982

A packed hall at Toronto High is expected tonight as community awareness grows around Lake Macquarie City Council’s
proposal to use public foreshore land at Toronto for a 4 to 6 storey commercial development.
Jeff Jansson of Toronto Foreshore...
Read on source site
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Toronto residents raised concerns for a plan on four-to-six storey tourism and residential ...
04 Sep 2018 6:04 AMABC Newcastle, Newcastle, 06:00 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 47 secs • ASR AUD 405 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075933142

Toronto residents raised concerns for a plan on four-to-six storey tourism and residential
development on Bath St. Resident Nico Marco(*) is confused why Lake Macquarie City Council
excluded development plan
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Interviewees

Nico Marco(*), resident
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The Toronto Foreshore Protection Group has collected almost 3,500 signatures on a ...
04 Sep 2018 6:33 AMABC Newcastle, Newcastle, 06:30 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 41 secs • ASR AUD 466 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075933413

The Toronto Foreshore Protection Group has collected almost 3,500 signatures on a petition
against Lake Macquarie City Council's approval of a four to six-storey development on the
suburb's foreshore. The group's Jeff Jansson believes the development is ill-conceived.

Audience

19,000 All, 8,000 MALE 16+, 10,000 FEMALE 16+

Interviewees

Jeff Jansson, Toronto Foreshore Protection Group

Almost 3500 residents have signed a petition raising concerns about the proposed ...
04 Sep 2018 7:07 AMABC Newcastle, Newcastle, 07:00 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 45 secs • ASR AUD 511 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075939981

Almost 3500 residents have signed a petition raising concerns about the proposed development
of a parcel of land on the Toronto foreshore owned by the Lake Macquarie Council. A public
meeting will be held tonight to discuss the proposed the development. Resident Nico Marka(*)
says the four to six storey development exceeds council's height guidelines.
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Interviewees

Nico Marka(*), Resident

Petition against Lake Macquarie City Council development on Toronto foreshore attracts 3400
signatures

04 Sep 2018 5:15 PMNewcastle Herald by Nick Bielby
543 words • ASR AUD 154 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1003895427

Protesters against the proposed Toronto foreshore development.
Angry Toronto residents are calling on Lake Macquarie City Council to overturn its plan to build a six storey complex on the
foreshore.

Those rallying against council’s plan for the mixed...
Read on source site
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The Toronto Foreshore Protection Group will be holding a community meeting tonight to ...
04 Sep 2018 7:32 AMABC Newcastle, Newcastle, 07:30 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 34 secs • ASR AUD 407 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075940867

The Toronto Foreshore Protection Group will be holding a community meeting tonight to call on
local councillors to oppose development Lake Macquarie City Council's approval of a four to
six-storey development on the suburb's foreshore. The group's Jeff Jansson says the council
should have consulted with the community.
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20,000 All, 9,000 MALE 16+, 10,000 FEMALE 16+

Interviewees

Jeff Jansson, Toronto Foreshore Protection Group

Interview with Toronto resident Jeff Jansson. Marchant reports Toronto residents have ...
04 Sep 2018 8:54 AMABC Newcastle, Newcastle, Mornings , Jenny Marchant

Duration: 5 mins 15 secs • ASR AUD 3,470 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075937050

Interview with Toronto resident Jeff Jansson. Marchant reports Toronto residents have gathered
thousands of signatures against Lake Macquarie Council's development plan for a four to six
storey building near Bath St on the Toronto Foreshore [Park]. Jansson says Toronto has the
smallest amount of foreshore parkland. He states people thought the strip of land from Wharf

Rd to Bath St was reserved and part of the Park, and notes there have been landcare groups and the rotary club which have
put plans in the area with the approval of the Council. He says they found out that half of it has been rezoned and reclassified
as operational, which means the Council can sell or develop the land anytime. Jansson reports Toronto already has congestion
problems due to parking and population growth rate at around 20%. Jansson states he has seen Council's plans to establish
holiday cabins along the waterfront.
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Interview with Kate Cramp, Development Manager, Property and Business. Cramp says ...
04 Sep 2018 9:35 AMABC Newcastle, Newcastle, Mornings , Jenny Marchant

Duration: 3 mins 33 secs • ASR AUD 1,837 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075937503

Interview with Kate Cramp, Development Manager, Property and Business. Cramp says the
council does identify in the development of contribution plans for different locations around the
lake for public areas. She mentions the use of those public places like the Toronto foreshore
they  put out a consultation with the community to see what they would like to see included in

those spaces. She notes they understand the community would like to see the Bath Street Land remain as open foreshore
land. She states the council has purchased that land for many years. She adds the land that's in question for the development
footprint is less than 10% of the whole parkland area, and they are not proposing to build on the foreshore rather on the land.
Cramp says the council has decided to commence the consultation in relation to the proposed development footprint. She
mentions she can't foretell what will happen from here, and they have to wait until the end of the consultation process and
report back to the council. She notes they are conscious of not actually building something along the foreshore land.
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Foreshore plan backlash
05 Sep 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, General News, Nick Bielby

Page 8 • 333 words • ASR AUD 2,875 • Photo: No • Type: News Item • Size: 192.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1004102173

    ANGRY Toronto residents are calling on Lake Macquarie City Council to overturn its plan to build a
six-storey complex on the foreshore.

    Those rallying against the council's plan for the mixed business-tourism-residential development on two
Bath Street blocks have collected 3400 signatures in the past three months on a petition urging a rethink
about the proposal and for the land to be made a community park.

    A public meeting was held at Toronto High School on Tuesday night for residents to air their concerns.

    Jeff Jansson, a Rotary Club of Toronto Sunrise member who is spearheading opposition to the development, said he hoped
the petition would be formally presented to council in the next month.

    Mr Jansson said many people he had spoken with believed the development should be scrapped and community parkland
be developed in its place.

    "I think you've only got to look at Warners Bay and the parkland there," he said "It was reported the other week as one of the
reasons for the economy improving there - people come from all over the place to enjoy that foreshore.

    "This really goes against what [council is] trying to achieve.

    "Our concern is over the loss of unique public waterfront land that is currently used by the community with a belief that it is
parkland." But not everybody is against the plan. Resident Darren Ryan spoke in favour of the development at last week's Lake
Macquarie council meeting.

    Mr Ryan said on Tuesday he believed nearby roads should be upgraded as part of the project, but called the plan "a
no-brainer idea".

    "Toronto has been the poor little brother of the west that has always been overlooked," he said. "I don't see why these
people are up in arms about it.

    "I just don't see what the problem is." The Newcastle Herald reported in April that council was preparing a development
application for the complex, which would be much taller than the two-storey height legal height limit in the area.
View original
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Lake Macquarie Council is facing backlash over plans for a six-storey complex on the ...
05 Sep 2018 6:00 AMKO FM, Newcastle, 06:00 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 26 secs • ASR AUD 98 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075949487

Lake Macquarie Council is facing backlash over plans for a six-storey complex on the Toronto
Foreshore. More than 3,000 people have signed a petition against the plan as the Crown Land
should be kept in the public's hands.
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Lake Macquarie Council is facing backlash over plans for a six-storey complex on the ...
05 Sep 2018 7:02 AMKO FM, Newcastle, 07:00 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 24 secs • ASR AUD 178 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075949941

Lake Macquarie Council is facing backlash over plans for a six-storey complex on the Toronto
Foreshore. More than 3,000 people have signed a petition against the plan as the Crown Land
should be kept in the public's hands.
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The Lake Macquarie Council's plans for a six-story development on the foreshore is ...
05 Sep 2018 8:06 AMKO FM, Newcastle, 08:00 News , Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 6 secs • ASR AUD 47 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075952287

The Lake Macquarie Council's plans for a six-story development on the foreshore is garnering
the anger of Toronto residents.
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Lake Macquarie Council is facing growing opposition to plans for a high rise on the ...
05 Sep 2018 9:07 AMKO FM, Newcastle, 09:00 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 26 secs • ASR AUD 188 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00075952314

Lake Macquarie Council is facing growing opposition to plans for a high rise on the Toronto
Foreshore. Council wants to build a six storey development on the prime land featuring a mix of
units and shops. Some of the locals want the waterfront kept in public hands.
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OBJECTION TO FORESHORE DEVELOPMENT
06 Sep 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, Letters

Page 11 • 269 words • ASR AUD 858 • Photo: Yes • Type: Letter • Size: 226.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1004711780

    LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I oppose Lake Macquarie Council's plans for commercially developing the
Toronto foreshore on Bath Street on the following grounds.

    I don't agree with the council undertaking commercial development.

    I believe the role of the council is to look after the residents' interests in regard to parks, garbage
management and overseeing development applications.

    I am a ratepayer for two properties in this council and do not want to see my rate dollars going to this activity, as this is not
what council has been elected to do.

    I believe the funds could be better utilised for bringing the foreshore in line with other Lake Macquarie areas like Warners
Bay where the foreshore can be used by the residents as recreational area.

    I would like to see the provision of a light rail from Fassifern to Toronto using the existing rail corridor.

    This would be far more beneficial to the local residents and bring visitors to the foreshore as it was in Toronto's heyday in the
1900s.

    The town had a rich history and I would like to see it preserved as a unique part of the Lake.

    I am also a sailing enthusiast and think that a commercial development will restrict access to the marina and for parking of
visitors to the lake.

    It is commendable that council wants to have developments that make money, however I don't believe council has the
expertise to undertake this project and believe this would turn into a white elephant for council and destroy what little public
space we have to enjoy on the Toronto foreshore.

    Jan Conlon, Toronto
View original
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Proposed Toronto development becomes a numbers game
06 Sep 2018 11:47 AMlakemactoday.com.au by LakeMac Today

511 words • ASR AUD 1,301 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1004889804

What comes next for the proposed Bath Street development in Toronto?
Lake Macquarie City Council, under their approved $1million Development Application, currently has geological work taking
place on the site. Council is moving ahead with its plans...
Read on source site
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Morven Cameron details reasoning behind council's plan to build multi-storey development on
Toronto lake foreshore

06 Sep 2018 1:15 PMLakes Mail by Isaac McIntyre
514 words • ASR AUD 86 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1004913708

Lake Macquarie City Council CEO Morven Cameron has detailed the reasoning behind the council's controversial plan to build
a multi-storey tourism and residential development on the lake foreshore at Toronto.
In an op-ed piece written for the Newcastle...
Read on source site
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A taller Toronto is not foreshore a bad thing
08 Sep 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, Letters

Page 28 • 298 words • ASR AUD 5,651 • Photo: Yes • Type: Letter • Size: 307.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1005805071

    LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

    IN RESPONSE to Wednesday's article ("Petition against Lake Macquarie City Council development on
Toronto foreshore attracts 3400 signatures", Herald, 5/9), as a Toronto resident with a young family, I
believe that any development around the Toronto foreshore is excellent and to be welcomed.

    I believe 2 Bath Street, along with a number of other vacant blocks along Anzac Parade, are an eyesore
and have been for a long time.

    That address has, for as long as I can remember, remained inactive public land that is used only as extra parking for a
nearby licensed premise and the temporary parking of yacht trailers.

    While I believe that the height limit should be reduced to fewer stories, I believe the benefit of commercial space such as
cafes, restaurants, bars, boutiques or watercraft-hire outlets, coupled with $9 million worth of improvements to the foreshore
between Goffet Park and Bath Street, would greatly enhance the area, truly making Toronto a greater location to live and visit.

    Remember, we are talking about 10 per cent of the relevant foreshore. It is 10 per cent that is currently unused, and prior to
this development's announcement had no proposed beneficial usage to the residents of Toronto. Going off on a tangent, it
strikes me that protest actions such as those as we have seen in Toronto of late are perpetrated by an older cohort of
residents. Why is it that such older cohorts across the great cities of Newcastle and Lake Macquarie seem intent on either
stifling or stopping progress?

    I believe considered and relevant progress is to be embraced, not stifled or stopped.

    Adam Walton, Toronto

Caption Text:
GATHERING: Toronto Foreshore Protection Group convened a meeting on Tuesday regarding the proposal to develop
lakefront land in the suburb. Picture: John Sharples
View original
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Lake Mac Council votes on Wharf Road development
10 Sep 2018 11:35 AMlakemactoday.com.au by LakeMac Today

347 words • ASR AUD 878 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1006499146

An artist's impression of the proposed development in Toronto, up for discussion by Lake Mac Council this evening
Lake Macquarie City Council will tonight vote to determine the Development Application for construction of a mixed use
development at...
Read on source site
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Lake Macquarie City Council defers decision on major Toronto residential-business complex
10 Sep 2018 9:43 PMNewcastle Herald by Nick Bielby

426 words • ASR AUD 122 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1006681261

A last ditch plea has persuaded Lake Macquarie councillors to delay a decision on whether to approve a major development at
Toronto until they visit the site.
Staff recommended at Monday night’s council meeting that a development application for a...
Read on source site
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Council defers DA at Toronto Foreshore
11 Sep 2018 8:12 AMlakemactoday.com.au by LakeMac Today

499 words • ASR AUD 1,244 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1006953148

Lake Macquarie City Council last night (Monday, September 10) deferred a Development Application (DA/1835/2016) for the
construction of a mixed-use development at Brighton Avenue and Wharf Road, Toronto, pending a full site inspection.
The development...
Read on source site
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Toronto complex deferred
11 Sep 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, General News, Nick Bielby

Page 9 • 415 words • ASR AUD 3,549 • Photo: No • Type: News Item • Size: 237.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1006757993

    A LAST ditch plea has persuaded Lake Macquarie councillors to delay a decision on whether to
approve a major development at Toronto until they visit the site.

    Staff recommended at Monday night's council meeting that a development application for a three-tofour
storey mixed-use complex, containing 37 residential units and ground floor business space, be approved
despite the development being about two metres over the legal height limit for the area.

    The complex is proposed for the corner of Brighton Avenue and Wharf Road about 600 metres along
Toronto Foreshore from where council wants to build a six storey tourism-business-residential development that would also go
beyond the height limit.

    Toronto resident Reginald Crick told the meeting nearby residents did not want the Brighton Avenue development rejected,
but were asking that it be made comply with existing planning limits.

    He argued a variation would not be in the public interest and would "set a dangerous precedent of huge proportions".

    Mr Crick asked councillors to defer their decision on the development until they visited the site to better understand
residents' concerns.

    "Nowhere around the entire shores of Lake Macquarie is there a building or a project that even goes close to resembling the
bulk, height and scale of this proposed development," he said.

    Mayor Kay Fraser said she believed it was important for councillors to look at the site.

    Cr David Belcher put forward the deferral motion.

    He said other members of the community had also recently raised concerns with him about the height of the development
and possible traffic effects.

    Cr Wendy Harrison said four storeys might not sound like a tall building but "height is relative to the location".

    "The variation does concern me because I contend that our lakeside, our foreshore areas, should be sacrosanct and we
should apply our development standards precisely to protect them," she said.

    Cr Adam Shultz also supported the idea of a site visit but said Toronto and Morisset were areas earmarked for growth.

    "Increased density is a reality we face as a growing city," he said.

    Cr Jason Pauling said the site was privately-owned, so the chance of it remaining open foreshore parkland was "practically
zero".

    "I don't think recently council has had much credibility with respect to enforcing building [height] envelopes," he said. "I find it
interesting that we would run such a hard line now when there's been a number of developments in recent times we've been
quite happy to extend well outside the building envelopes."
View original
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Lake Macquarie City Council calls on residents to 'have their say'on foreshore plans before
closing date

11 Sep 2018 10:12 AMLakes Mail by Isaac McIntyre
304 words • ASR AUD 48 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1006988989

While much of recent community discourse has revolved around the multi-storey development planned for Bath Street,
council’s Manager for Community Planning Andrew Bryant has called on residents to “have their say” on the entire foreshore
plans, and...
Read on source site
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Well over 400 residents fill community meeting against Bath St development to the brim, raise
3,400 petition signatures in opposition to council plans

11 Sep 2018 10:12 AMLakes Mail by Isaac McIntyre
685 words • ASR AUD 100 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1006988673

VOICES: Well over 400 residents from Toronto and the surrounding areas packed out the local hall in opposition of Lake
Macquarie City Council's planned development at Bath St.
Concerned Toronto residents have called on Lake Macquarie City Council to...
Read on source site
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Newcastle Herald Letters to the Editor: Wednesday, September 12, 2018
12 Sep 2018 1:43 AMNewcastle Herald

1098 words • ASR AUD 227 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1007308168

PARCHED: A camel farm at Muswellbrook last month. Evidence shows drought periods are linked to human greenhouse gas
emissions, argues one reader.
Read on source site
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Interview with Lake Macquarie City West Ward Councillor David Belcher. Bevan says ...
11 Sep 2018 5:11 PMABC Newcastle, Newcastle, Drive, Paul Bevan

Duration: 8 mins 39 secs • ASR AUD 3,725 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00076073667

Interview with Lake Macquarie City West Ward Councillor David Belcher. Bevan says
Newcastle CBD and Charlestown has had a lot cranes but now they will be seen at the Lake.
He mentions there have been plans to build a six storey development from the Toronto
Foreshore and plans to modernise the Foreshore park. He says there is another three to four

storey complex proposed for 600 metres down the road which has affected the foreshore park. He says last night's select
Macquarie Council Meeting has seen councillors vote to defer the decision on whether they will approve the development until
they visit the site. Bevan mentions Belcher put forward a different emotion. Belcher says the proposed development are looking
to build the high craft marine site at the area. Bevan notes it also includes three residential places near Brighton Ave. Belcher
says the foreshore masterplan is under exhibition for public consultation at the moment. He adds locals can send in their
suggestions at their website or to the various pop up stalls. Bevan says people have been waiting for the upgrade as the last
upgrade was the removal of the trees along the boulevard. Belcher says Toronto is a real growth are for the West and
Southern Lake Macquarie as the major cities are crying out for intensification of development. He notes it will bring more
people to the area. Bevan recalls being contacted by the Toronto Amateur Sailing Club who had concerns on their area as the
pathways crosses over their place. Belcher says the Sailing Club had a conversation with council around the masterplan.
Bevan explains the Sailing Club take up a lot of the foreshore. Belcher says the best thing for the club to do is to continue to
engage with council staff over their vision for the area. He notes sailing is a major part of the Lake Macquarie area. Bevan says
the development under question is Brighton Ave corner Wharf Road because the proposed plan exceeds height guidelines for
Toronto. Belcher acknowledges the development exceeds the local environmental plan by 32.5%. He says all councillors have
different opinions over the development which is why the council had to defer the motion until all councillors could see the site.
Belcher says he is still undecided on his stand but says the development is not unusual and would be great for commercial
businesses. He mentions the development received over 300 community responses with 180 of them in favour of the
development. Belcher says he is not yet sure of the time and date for the site inspection but says those who placed
submissions into the issue will be notified.

Audience
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Interviewees

David Belcher, West Ward Councillor, Lake Macquarie City

PRESERVATION IS PROGRESS
12 Sep 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, Letters

Page 16 • 135 words • ASR AUD 854 • Photo: No • Type: Letter • Size: 57.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1007250087

    I MUST admit that, as a holder of a senior's card and a gold Opal card, I was rather insulted to be thus
accused of belonging to a cohort that is stifling progress in Toronto (Letters, 8/9). On the contrary I align
myself with a very progressive group of Toronto residents who understand that if foreshore land is
developed for a high-rise building then we have lost forever the opportunity to have this land used for
public, recreational space, for young and old.

    The type of development that Lake Macquarie City Council is proposing for this waterfront site, if
approved, would set a disturbing precedent for the future. As a parent, grandparent and ratepayer I utterly

reject that high-rise unit development on the Bath Street site is any form of "progress".

    Kate Elderton, Toronto
View original
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Council defers complex decision
13 Sep 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, General News

Page 2 • 132 words • ASR AUD 782 • Photo: Yes • Type: News Item • Size: 206.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1007759991

    A LAST ditch plea has persuaded Lake Macquarie councillors to delay a decision on whether to
approve a major development at Toronto until they visit the site.

    Staff recommended at Monday night's council meeting that a development application for a three-tofour
storey mixed-use complex, containing 37 residential units and ground floor business space, be approved
despite the development being about two metres over the legal height limit for the area.

    The complex is proposed for the corner of Brighton Avenue and Wharf Road about 600 metres along
Toronto Foreshore from where council wants to build a six storey tourism-business-residential development that would also go
beyond the height limit.

Caption Text:
HELD OVER: A last ditch plea has persuaded Lake Macquarie councillors to delay a decision on a Brighton Avenue and Wharf
Road development.
View original
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
13 Sep 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, Letters

Page 10 • 399 words • ASR AUD 1,010 • Photo: Yes • Type: Letter • Size: 266.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1007760106

    WHERE WILL THE CHILDREN PLAY?

    For some time now I have been extremely concerned at the type of development that is taking place in
Lake Macquarie and probably many other places.

    I recently had occasion to visit my son in Marrickville, which coming from Sydney some 25 years ago
was then regarded by reputation as a pretty down at heel sort of place with a highly polluted river running
through it. Much to my surprise I walked for a considerable distance along the bank of the river on a

concrete walkway through beautifully landscaped parkland of adequate width before the adjacent houses.

    There were also large areas of ovals and parks. I crossed a bridge to the other side and walked back through a similar
landscaped and well-kept parkland. Continuing on a considerable tour around Sydney I continued to see parks, often in
attractive spaces that had been set aside by past councils for the use of the public.

    I live on the Morisset peninsula and I am aghast at the lack of space being preserved for public use for present and future
generations. Large areas are being given to developers with no regard for public open space. Instead we see nothing but wall
to wall medium density housing.

    There is nowhere for the kids to go and kick a ball around, or for families to take a picnic on the weekend, let alone on the
shores of the lake or a with good view of anything.

    Certainly the council has tried to keep a strip of some of the foreshore as a reserve, but these are left undeveloped, and
adjacent house owners are even discouraged from looking after them. Further the public have little or no ability, to make use of
them by being blocked from access by houses. Even when they are accessible they are uninviting.

    What are the kids to do when they're not at school, play electronic games or perhaps steal a car and do donuts at night. I
fear today's council will be blamed by future generations for the lack of foresight and who now have to live in wall to wall
suburbia in what was one of the more pleasant places to live in NSW.

    A good example of this at present is Trinity Point which is going in the same direction. The Toronto waterfront problem
comes to mind.

    Frank Tebbutt, Brightwaters
View original
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Residents make stand on foreshore
13 Sep 2018Newcastle Weekly, Newcastle, General News

Page 24 • 390 words • ASR N/A • Photo: Yes • Type: News Item • Size: 264.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1009791168

    A crowd of more than 500 people poured into Toronto High School last week to discuss Lake
Macquarie council's proposal for a multi-storey development on the foreshore.

    In April, the council voted to proceed with a development application for the building on Bath Street,
which would consist of residential, tourist and commercial space.

    Councillor Jason Pauling, who attended the meeting, believed it was well executed, but had a "very
clear bias" against the development.

    He added the project could be world-class if several issues were solved.

    "It is important for the community to remember that, at this stage, council has only approved the process to develop a
development application," he said.

    "There are several elements that still need to be addressed, including traffic flow, foreshore access, and the Hunter Water
pumping station.

    "I have made my position on this very clear to staff- if adequate foreshore access cannot be delivered, or the pumping
station cannot be addressed, the project will lose my support.

    "Personally, I view the current process as council undertaking appropriate due diligence, without which council cannot make
a suitably informed decision about whether to progress the Bath Street development proposal or not."

    Community members expressed their concerns during the meeting, which was hosted by the Toronto Foreshore Protection
Group (TFPG).

    Some of these included the significance of the foreshore land to the Awabakal people, the need for parking to access the
foreshore, and the perception of a flawed consultation process.

    Questions were posed to councillors and TFPG representatives about the impact on water quality and the lake's ecosystem,
as well as whether the group was anti-progress and possible effects on the nearby Royal Motor Yacht Club.

    The meeting, ultimately, urged Lake Macquarie council to abandon the development, add the Bath Street site to the Toronto
Foreshore Master Plan as an integral part of the foreshore park, and called for the area to be rezoned and reclassifled as
community parkland.

    "We are advocating for a community space that provides recreational opportunities, access to lake, physically and visually,
and maintains th heritage values of the area and the health of t lake," TFPG member Jeff Jansson said.

    The group made a commitment to present councillors with a petition that contained mor than 3,500 signatures.

Caption Text:
Some of the crowd during the meeting at Toronto High School. Photo: John Sharpies
View original
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WHAT'S GOOD FOR THE PEOPLE
13 Sep 2018Lakes Mail, Morisset, Letters

Page 10 • 160 words • ASR AUD 243 • Photo: No • Type: Letter • Size: 64.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1007760113

    Council tells us that high rise construction on the waterfront will be good for Toronto.

    Well, Toronto turned out in hundreds at the council meeting and refuted that. And personally, it's a long
time since I've listened to anyone telling me what's good for me.

    I know this development is not good for me. It is not good for my children and, especially, it is not good
for my grandchildren and all those as yet unborn. A speaker from the floor, a lady of aboriginal lineage,
reminded us that our land has a value beyond money. We must make our decisions with care and

concern, because our well-being as a town depends on that.

    We need to keep in mind that this Bath Street site does not belong to council. It belongs the people. The council holds it in
trust for us. Lake Macquarie City Council, you are our trustee, not our parent. Listen.

    Really listen.

    Lois Simpson, Toronto
View original
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Newcastle Herald Letters to the Editor: Thursday, September 13, 2018
14 Sep 2018 10:00 PMNewcastle Herald by Carey Bay

1075 words • ASR AUD 283 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1008835330

LIGHTING UP: A student in one of the University of Newcastle's new designated smoking areas this week.
I WISH to express my extreme disappointment at the decision by the University of Newcastle to lift their previously exemplary
ban on smoking on...
Read on source site
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Newcastle Herald Letters to the Editor: Saturday, September 15, 2018
15 Sep 2018 12:41 AMNewcastle Herald by Natalie Williams

1105 words • ASR AUD 267 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1008907953

INNOCENCE: Ewan McGregor with Winnie the Pooh in Disney's new movie Christopher Robin. Its portrayal of the reality of
growing up has resonated with many.
SOMETHING quite extraordinary happened today.
Read on source site
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Battleground for Toronto's future
15 Sep 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, General News, Scott Bevan
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    FOR Robyn Charlton, a vacant lot just across from the Royal Motor Yacht Club in Toronto is her
time-out place.

    About once a week, she drives her car onto the land in Bath Street, parks on the rise overlooking the
lake and eats lunch or reads, all the while taking in the water view.

    "I appreciate the simple things in life," Ms Charlton said, as she watched a few swallows flying above
the slope leading to the water's edge. "There's nothing nicer than being out and absorbing what I enjoy."

This stretch of dirt that holds serenity for Robyn Charlton is seen as lots of opportunity by Lake Macquarie City Council.

    The council owns this land, across two blocks, and it has plans for a development that incorporates three major hopes it has
for Toronto: residential, commercial and tourism. The development could include tourist accommodation closer to the
waterfront, a predominantly residential apartment complex up to six storeys high, along with commercial spaces, such as a
cafe.

    The council has emphasised nothing is set in stone yet, and the planned complex is a long way from being submitted as a
development application, but mayor Kay Fraser already foresees it as a much-needed boost for the western Lake Macquarie
centre.

    "It's really important we have tourist accommodation, and that we have people visiting Toronto," Cr Fraser said. "We need
more business here in Toronto, and we need more jobs. And this development will provide some of that." As the Labor mayor
wandered the site with Liberal councillor Jason Pauling, they were walking on common ground for what they hoped would take
shape here.

    "If we can nail the vision we share for this site, it will be absolutely awesome," said Cr Pauling.

    Yet nailing that vision may prove difficult. For this site has also become a battleground for how different groups and
community members see this land serving the future of Toronto.

    Many of those opposed to the council's development intentions have come together under the umbrella of the Toronto
Foreshore Protection Group.

    The views among group members on how the land should be used also vary.

    Mel Steiner is the vice-commodore of the historic Royal Motor Yacht Club, Toronto.

    Mr Steiner said the club hosted about 300 events a year, from weddings to meetings, and about 100 sailing races and
regattas. While the club had its own car park, the block across the road provided overflow parking.

    Mr Steiner believed that site should continue to accommodate some sort of car park, not just for the "thousands" who use
the club each year but for the wider community.

    "Toronto is really short of parking, it has a parking problem," Mr Steiner said.

    "We'd like to have it developed as a formal parking area and parkland." Mel Steiner said council representatives had met
with the club about the possibility of a joint venture to develop the land, but those talks hadn't progressed.

    "We don't have a problem with development, we're not anti-development, but it's inappropriate development, because it's so
close to the foreshore." Jeff Jansson is another prominent member of the Toronto Foreshore Protection Group. He has a long
history with both this area and the council. As a local Rotary club member, he has been part of clean-up and tree-planting
events along the old rail corridor trailing the foreshore. And for more than three decades, he worked for the council, mostly in
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the environment field, helping promote a cleaner lake and trying to protect and restore its foreshores.

    "I think the mistake the council is making is it's looking at this from a single, dollar perspective, rather than in an integrated
way," he said.

    Jeff Jansson believed this land should be a foreshore park, providing green relief for the lake and for those living in Toronto.
And with a string of apartment developments planned or being built in the suburb, the need for public open space would be
growing.

    "It's crazy, they [the council] have got a block of waterfront land, and they can have that as public open space," Mr Jansson
said.

    The council argues it plans to revitalise Toronto's "underused" waterfront land for public use. It has called for the
community's ideas about how to transform a 600-metre strip from Bath Street to Goffet Park, which will be considered as part
of a Toronto foreshore master plan.

    The mayor and Cr Pauling guided the Herald along the foreshore, pointing out how ' degraded it was.

    "You can see why people don't use it," Cr Pauling commented. "Last time I was down here, I was waiting to get mugged, to
tell you the truth." Both councillors asserted residents and visitors would benefit from an upgraded public space along the
waterfront.

    "It's not before time, we should have been doing this a little while ago," Cr Fraser said. "So I think it's great we're consulting
with the community and asking them what they want along the foreshore here." Yet Toronto Foreshore Protection Group
members argue the foreshore master plan doesn't extend to the controversial section earmarked for development.

    "Why is that not part of the consultation?," asked Jeff Jansson.

    Cr Fraser said the opportunity for the public to comment on the proposed complex would arise when a development
application was prepared.

    The council has said the proposed development site represents about 9.7 per cent of the total area, while the remaining 90.3
per cent would be public open space along the foreshore.

    Both the council and the foreshore protection group have been holding information days and public meetings. The group has
said it has collected more than 3500 signatures on a petition objecting to the commercial development and calling for the
protection of the foreshore for public recreation.

    About 500 people attended a recent meeting hosted by the group, with a resolution passed, saying council had "no
community mandate" to progress the development.

    But some Toronto residents welcome the development. Adam Walton is a local resident and father of two. He argued that
those in western Lake Macquarie often complained they were "the poor cousins" compared to communities across the water,
when it came to investment, so he was "at a loss" why there was such opposition to the proposal.

    "It's beneficial to the local community," Mr Walton said. However, he believed the proposed development's height should be
reviewed and lowered.

    "The last thing we want is a Gold Coast environment, where the sun is blocked by high-rise developments," he said. "We
don't want literally a wall of development." Robyn Charlton, the local resident sitting in her car, said such a development would
create more than a physical barricade to the lake for many who now used the land as a place to relax.

    "Are six storeys going to provide social equity or green spaces for those who can't afford a $15 lunch [at a cafe] or to hire a
kayak?," she asked.

    The divisions over this land were evident as the two councillors walked across it. A woman sitting in a car

    called to them, "Save the waterfront!". Signs protesting the development were attached to a tree and poles.
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    continue to be debated.

    "Some people mightn't like a lot of changes, and Toronto is going through change," said Cr Fraser.

    "We want Toronto to go ahead," emphasised the protection group's Jeff Jansson.

    "We want Toronto to be an attractive centre for visitors, but we don't believe that high-density development is the way for
that sensitive foreshore land to be used." Councillor Fraser said there would be public space in front of the development.

    What's more, the site itself would be improved from what it was now.

    "I would call it a degraded car park," Cr Fraser said. "It's all gravel and dirt. So I don't see it as foreshore." "I think using the
word 'car park' is being kind, because it's practically a moonscape," added Cr Pauling.

    What all sides agree on is they want Toronto to progress, but how that looks will "Some people mightn't like a lot of changes,
and Toronto is going through change "Kay Fraser, mayor of Lake Macquarie

Caption Text:
SIGNS OF DIVISION: Community members spell out their opposition to a proposed development near the Toronto foreshore.
Picture: Simone De Peak
PARKLAND PUSH: Toronto Foreshore Protection Group member Jeff Jansson says with a growing local population, more
open space is needed.
SHARED VISION: Lake Macquarie councillor Jason Pauling and mayor Kay Fraser on the site at the centre of community
debate over a proposed development. Picture: Simone De Peak
View original
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FORESHORE FOR THE FUTURE
15 Sep 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, Letters

Page 32 • 202 words • ASR AUD 1,620 • Photo: No • Type: Letter • Size: 88.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1008907794

    AS one of the 502 local attendees (plus two councillors) at the community rally to save the Toronto
Foreshore near Bath Street from a council-proposed high rise, I was very impressed at the
professionalism of the meeting and the sheer volume of background research that the Toronto Foreshore
Protection Group put into the presentation.

    A recent contributor to the editor coined the wonderful phrase "preservation is progress" (Letters, 12/9).

    This was the unanimous sentiment of those present. The locals would be happy with some facilities on
this patch of scarce foreshore, perhaps similar to those on the Warners Bay foreshore.

    One option would be to keep the historical railway theme of this area. Renovate an old railway carriage for a caf or restore
the old "Coffee Pot" train and run short trips on the rails from the Toronto rail station.

    There is a high-rise development scheduled to be built opposite this site which will bring an influx of 268 cars and the current
infrastructure cannot support that, let alone a similar construction.

    We ask Lake Macquarie City Council to spare us another eyesore and retain some semblance of the historical value of this
foreshore area for our grandchildren.

    Carole Obre, Toronto
View original
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33,228 CIRCULATION

Foreshore land staked out with a clash of ideas about what Toronto needs
15 Sep 2018 11:39 AMNewcastle Herald by Scott Bevan

1484 words • ASR AUD 378 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1009135403

SIGNS OF DIVISION: Community members spell out their opposition to a proposed development near the Toronto foreshore.
Picture: Simone De Peak
FOR Robyn Charlton, a vacant lot just across from the Royal Motor Yacht Club in Toronto is her time-out...
Read on source site

Audience

6,050 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS, 189 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS
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https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5644440/battleground-for-torontos-future/
https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5644440/battleground-for-torontos-future/
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Newcastle Herald Letters to the Editor: Monday, September 17, 2018
17 Sep 2018 1:06 AMNewcastle Herald by Peter Sansom

1172 words • ASR AUD 239 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1009570394

ACTION: Anti-coal protesters on the weekend. One reader argues those focusing on coal should look at cutting the number of
cars on the roads to reduce emissions.
I FIND it annoying that some with high-minded ideals think they are justified in their...
Read on source site
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6,050 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS, 189 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS

LAKE HAS 'ALL WE NEED'
17 Sep 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, Letters

Page 12 • 190 words • ASR AUD 1,093 • Photo: No • Type: Letter • Size: 73.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1009570716

    I ENDORSE Elaine Street's praise of Lake Macquarie City Council libraries (Letters, 13/9). Wherever I
have lived in the world, I have had access to a public library but have never taken it for granted.

    I cannot fault the staff and the running of our 11 libraries in this new technology age which can be
difficult for many to keep up with, but staff are always willing to explain what is needed. I have discovered
the sayings of Marcus Cicero (106 - 43 BC), a Roman statesman, philosopher, orator, etc., who is alleged
to have written his own speeches! "Let the welfare of the people be the ultimate law", is one, and "While
there is life there is hope", but my favourite, written in his old age, echoes my sentiment - "If you have a

garden and a library, you have everything you need".

    With the beautification of the land and parks surrounding our Lake (bigger than Sydney Harbour), I congratulate our council
on the work in progress, and hope the ratepayers in Toronto will get their wishes, as outlined by Nico Marcar (Letters, 13/9).

    June Porter, Warners Bay
View original
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https://app.mediaportal.com//mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?pbid=33&mo=Newcastle Herald
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Can we get one of these at Toronto?
19 Sep 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, General News, Damon Cronshaw

Page 15 • 463 words • ASR AUD 9,733 • Photo: Yes • Type: News Item • Size: 650.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto
foreshore consultation period • ID: 1010501500

    DON Owers has been keeping an eye on contentious plans for a development on the Toronto shore.

    There's been talk about plans for a mix of residential, commercial and tourism on a Lake Macquarie
City Council-owned site.

    "There are far better ways of increasing tourism that enhance the region, rather than destroying scarce
waterfront land," Don said.

    Don, of Dudley, pointed us to an eye-catching bike trail in northern Belgium.

    "Walking on water may elude most of us, but this bike trail offers an experience that's almost as divine," Time magazine
reported in its World's Greatest Places section.

    "The 212-metre track, dubbed Cycling Through Water, slices through a large pond in the De Wijers nature reserve.

    "In the middle, it dips low enough to put riders at eye level with the water." Swans and other water birds float on the edge
and gaze at the cyclists. From certain angles, the heads of cyclists appear to glide across the water's surface. Walkers are also
allowed on the path.

    The project, which was completed in 2016, is part of the Limburg province's efforts to bolster its 2000 kilometres of biking
trails.

    To date, the path has attracted more than 500,000 cyclists.

    The project has apparently given a big boost to the Limburg region, which was already considered a bit of a "cycling
paradise" in Europe.

    So, to read between the lines, Don is pretty much saying: "Hey council, scrap your development plans and build one of these
babies at Toronto".

    FLOWER POWER Wordsmith Neil Keene calls them "mother nature's masters of disguise and deception, stopping at
nothing to lure unwitting males into their grasp".

    He's referring to rare species of native orchids found in Lake Macquarie.

    A new Lake Macquarie City Council guide has catalogued more than 40 species of orchid within its boundaries, including
five classified as rare or endangered.

    The council's sustainability guru Alice Howe said many Australian orchids have "specific relationships with pollinating insects
like native bees and wasps".

    "Some orchid flowers actually mimic the shape of insects and release a pheromone to trick males into visiting. During their
visit, they pollinate the plant while attempting in vain to mate with it." Animals, she said, were often credited with having
"amazing adaptations for survival".

    But Australia's orchids show how "the plant kingdom can be just as impressive".

    r A GRUMPY MOTHER We hear the Upper Hunter has copped five earthquakes in three days. Readers dis cussed the story
on the Herald's Facebook r page. Some pointed the finger at mining. Jan Kane had this to say: "Mother Earth getting grumpy
about us disturbing her founda tions".

https://app.mediaportal.com//mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?pbid=33&mo=Newcastle Herald
https://app.mediaportal.com//mp/media-contact_nochrome.aspx?o=60862&nm=Damon+Cronshaw
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Caption Text:
The dotted-sun orchid.
CYCLING ON WATER: This bike path in northern Belgium put riders at eye level with the water. Lake Macquarie should have
one, hey?
View original
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23,625 CIRCULATION

The Toronto shore could have this instead of development
19 Sep 2018 10:13 AMNewcastle Herald

554 words • ASR AUD 154 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1010760754

Cycling On Water: This bike path in northern Belgium put riders at eye level with the water. Lake Macquarie should have one,
hey?
This cycle path, called Cycling Through Water, slices through a large pond in the De Wijers nature reserve in Belgium.
Read on source site
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6,050 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS, 189 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS

The Development and Planning Committee of the Council would today conduct a full site ...
20 Sep 2018 9:04 AMABC Newcastle, Newcastle, 09:00 News, Newsreader

Duration: 0 min 50 secs • ASR AUD 329 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00076135090

The Development and Planning Committee of the Council would today conduct a full site
inspection to a controversial development site on the shores of Toronto in Western Lake
Macquarie as they consider whether to allow an exemption to the rule on building heights.

Audience

11,000 All, 5,000 MALE 16+, 6,000 FEMALE 16+

Newcastle Herald Letters to the Editor: Friday, September 21, 2018
21 Sep 2018 1:01 AMNewcastle Herald by Bob Allen

1105 words • ASR AUD 222 • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: 1011630439

STRESS: Successive NAPLANs have revealed disproportionate numbers of students are found wanting, prompting one writer
to call for an investment in human resources.
WITH the past 10 years given to NAPLAN appliance, and results just received by schools...
Read on source site
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https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5652211/can-we-get-one-of-these-at-toronto-photos/
https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5652211/can-we-get-one-of-these-at-toronto-photos/
https://app.mediaportal.com//mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=38&mo=ABC Newcastle
https://app.mediaportal.com//mp/media-outlet_nochrome.aspx?bcid=38&mo=ABC Newcastle
https://app.mediaportal.com//mp/media-contact_nochrome.aspx?o=78336&nm=Newsreader
https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5644295/testing-times-reveal-resource-thats-lacking/
https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5644295/testing-times-reveal-resource-thats-lacking/
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A development application is before Lake Macquarie City Council for a new apartment ...
20 Sep 2018 6:13 PMNBN Newcastle Hunter, Newcastle, NBN News, Natasha Beyersdorf and Paul Lobb

Duration: 0 min 24 secs • ASR AUD 757 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00076144510

A development application is before Lake Macquarie City Council for a new apartment complex
on the former Lifestyle Marine site at Toronto. The councillors carried out a site inspection
today, with the matter due for determination next week. The plan will see 37 new apartments

built.
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52,000 All, 22,000 MALE 16+, 29,000 FEMALE 16+

A development application is before Lake Macquarie City Council for a new apartment ...
20 Sep 2018 6:16 PMNBN Central Coast, Gosford, NBN News, Natasha Beyersdorf and Paul Lobb

Duration: 0 min 29 secs • ASR AUD 1,740 • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore consultation period • ID: X00076144207

A development application is before Lake Macquarie City Council for a new apartment complex
on the former Lifestyle Marine site at Toronto. The councillors carried out a site inspection
today, with the matter due for determination next week. The plan will see 37 new apartments

built.
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N/A All, N/A MALE 16+, N/A FEMALE 16+

HIGH TIME THEY LISTENED
21 Sep 2018Newcastle Herald, Newcastle NSW, Letters

Page 26 • 200 words • ASR AUD 1,288 • Photo: No • Type: Letter • Size: 86.00 cm² • NSW • Australia • Toronto foreshore
consultation period • ID: 1011597956

    PEOPLE are truly concerned about the Greater Newcastle Regional Plan released this week. What a
dud of a plan from our elected representatives in Sydney! With due regard to the wonderful city of
Newcastle, this is hardly a "regional" plan when almost all the mooted growth areas are in Newcastle
itself! The area Glendale/Cardiff was thrown in at the last minute for the largest city, Lake Macquarie, and
little mention of the need for jobs and transport connections in the growth corridors around
Morisset/Toronto and Maitland/Cessnock.

    Our local politicians are also not listening.

    Five hundred people attended Tuesday's Newcastle City Council meeting to try to get the council to drop its inane plan to cut
parking for the hugely successful Regal Cinema. Meanwhile Lake Macquarie City Council pushes ahead with the six-storey
high rise right on the Toronto foreshore, dismissing the 500 people who attended the public meeting and voting against it! It is
not about being anti-development.

    Far from it! It's about development that works with community opinion and in harmony with our environment and our winning
assets for the good of the whole Hunter Region. It's time for our elected politicians to start listening.

    Stephen Dewar, Toronto
View original
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GROUNDSWELL BUILDING
IS LakeMacquarie City Council aware of

the groundswell of opposition to council’s
proposedmulti-storey building planned for
the waterfront end of Bath Street, Toronto?
More andmore local residents are becom-
ing shocked and alarmed as they learn of
council’s intentions.

Various concerned groups are organising
meetings to discuss councils’ proposal.
There is serious concern for the safety of the
children attending the local Toronto Public
School. Increased traffic, pollution and
congestion will be intensified in a previously
quiet and peaceful and safe locality.

Why wasn’t local community acceptance
of the proposal sought by council?

- Gwenda Roberts, Toronto
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Group opposes foreshore proposal
Lake Macquarie council's proposal to build a
mixed-use commercial, residential and tourism
complex at Toronto Foreshore has been met with
staunch opposition.

In April, the council voted to proceed with
plans to develop prime waterfront land near
Bath Street, stating it was earmarked as an ideal
site for decades and would provide an economic
boost to the area.

However, concerned residents have since
formed the Toronto Foreshore Protection Group
(TFPG) to oppose the development.

The group's petition has attracted almost
3,000 hard-copy and online signatures to date.

It seeks the reclassification of all land on the
Toronto Foreshore as community land in order
to protect the area as a place of public recreation
and to ensure there is adequate infrastructure
and public recreational facilities to support
Toronto's future population growth.

The group, which is an alliance between the
Coal Point Progress Association, Toronto Area
Sustainable Neighbourhood Group, the Rotary
Club of Toronto Sunrise and the Royal Motor

Yacht Club, now plans to host a public meeting
next month.

Resident Nico Marcar said it would provide
the community-at-large with a "clearer
understanding" of what was being proposed for
the site.

"We'd like to see council stop progressing any
development of the DA [development application]
and evaluate different options for this site with
community consultation through its foreshore
master plan," he said.

"Our main point is we want to see the whole of
the foreshore reclassified as community parkland
rather than bits of it being marked as operational.

"Anyone you talk to has some kind of
reservation about this development."

Mr Marcar added the meeting would help
the community to send a message, while also
offering councillors the chance to provide
feedback.

It will take place at Toronto High School from
7pm on Tuesday 4 September.

Visit tfpg.org.au for more information.
- Ben Murphy
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Nice earner by the lake
BY DAVID STEWART

A MULTI-STOREY tourist
and residential building that
LakeMacquarie City Council
is considering developing on
its land in Toronto has the
potential to be a nice earner
for ratepayers.

Council is investigating
the feasibility of such a de-
velopment in Bath Street, on
land overlooking the lake,
next to Royal Motor Yacht
Club, Toronto.

Council’s property man-

ager Kate Cramp said the
site – zoned operational
– presented council with
an opportunity to develop
a commercial venture that
would be another long-term
source of income for the city.

“Our commercial activi-
ties, as they are today, gen-
erate a return to our general
fund of about $2.5 million
every year,” Ms Cramp said.

“Those funds are spent on
community outcomes like
foreshore upgrades or sport-

ing fields.”

Ms Cramp saidmany local
councils had similar com-
mercial ventures.

“We are expected to do
more and more with the
money that we have as the
state government starts shift-
ing responsibility for service
delivery to us [council] for
certain things. We get less
funding for projects, so the
commercial returns are a
good alternative source of
income,” she said.

Council built the Toronto
Woolworths shopping centre

about 25 years ago. It also
leases out a number of its
shops in the Toronto main
street, and has holdings in
Belmont, Warners Bay and
Charlestown.

“And we’ve got about 40
residential properties thatwe
lease out.”

Ms Cramp said the
proposed development
in Toronto was far from a
done deal.

Council in April had
simply voted to explore the
feasibility of progressing a

proposal to the development
application (DA) stage – a
process that would cost up
to $1 million. Ms Cramp said
the $1 million would not be
spent in one hit.

“There’s a series of investi-
gations that we will sequen-
tially start taking with the
constraints mapping,” she
said. If an issue such as sea
level rise, ground conditions,
or financial viability proved
to be a deal breaker, council
would stop and not spend
the full $1million, she said.
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PRIME SPOT: Council's Wes Hain and Kate Cramp at the Bath Street site that council is investigating for a tourist and residential development.
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Your say on Toronto
BY DAVID STEWART

COMMUNITY consulta-
tion starts today on Lake
Macquarie City Council’s
multi-million-dollar plans
to transform the Toron-
to foreshore.

The month-long consul-
tation period will seek the
community’s views on what
should happen – and what
shouldn’t – on the lakeside
strip from Wharf Road to

Bath Street.
Council’s community

planning manager Wes Hain
said input from the commu-
nity would play a key role in
shaping the management
plan for the foreshore.

“This is about generating
ideas and asking questions
like ‘How do you current-
ly use the foreshore?’ and
‘How would you like to use
this space in the future?’,” Mr
Hain said.

The possibilities aremany.
Theyincludeextendingthe

existing pathway around to
Bath Street, near Royal Mo-
tor Yacht Club, Toronto; the
creation of picnic spaces and
park benches; gardens and
passive areas; a playground;
or even a fitness trail, such
as those installed at Warners
Bay and Speers Point.

Some correspondents to
the Lakes Mail, however,
have been arguing the case

for the foreshore to be left
untouched by council.

Some locals are known to
be particularly opposed to
the council’s plan to develop

a multi-storey tourist and
residential development (see
story page 10) on the lake’s
edge in Bath Street.

So, is doing nothing
an option that council
would entertain?

“Council is collecting
developer contributions

to do work on the Toronto
foreshore, but if the over-
whelming feedback is that
the community would like
nothing, then that’s some-
thing that the council would
have to carefully consider,”
Mr Hain said.

The ‘do nothing’ option
would seem to the council
to be an unexpected request
from a community that has
also criticised council for
spending too much of rate-

payers’ money on Warners
Bay and Speers Point and
“ignoring” communities on
the western side of the lake.

The council’s plan is to
transform the foreshore into
“an attractive new communi-
ty, tourist and lifestyle desti-
nation”.

Locals are invited to have
a say on council’s website,
and at drop-in sessions
in Toronto.
■ To page 4.
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Locals urged
to pitch ideas
for foreshore
■ From page 1.

Locals will be able to talk
to council staff about the fu-
ture of the Toronto foreshore
at drop-in sessions at.-
■ TorontoTown Square,
from 10am to noon, on
Wednesday, August 22;

■ theToronto foreshore,
during theToronto Farmers
and Artisan Markets, from
9am to noon, on Saturday,
September 1; and

■ Lions Park, Fennell Bay, at
theToronto Lions Markets,
from 8am to 11am, on
Sunday, September 16.
Locals are also encour-

aged to learnmore about the
master plan process, and to
have a say online, at shape.
lakemac.com.au/future-to-
ronto.

“This is about providing
a place for people to gather
and enjoy themselves close
to the Toronto town centre,”

Mr Hain said.
“We want to really take

advantage of the beautiful
lake and views that we have
here, and provide friendly,
inviting, safe spaces that are
accessible to people of all
abilities and backgrounds.

“We want to enhance the
attraction of Toronto as a
place to work, live and play.”

Council’s propertymanag-
er, KateCramp, said council’s
development objective was
to make the most of the Bath
Street site for ratepayers.

“We’d like to see that site
used for its intended pur-
pose. The current uses as an
informal car park is not the
best and most appropriate
use of a piece of prime fore-
shore land,” Ms Cramp said.

A tourist and residential
development next to the
Royal Motor Yacht Club had
the potential to create ‘a
destination’ from one end
of the foreshore to the other,
she said.

Ms Cramp and Mr Hain
urged locals to have input to
themaster plan.

“Get involved,” Mr Hain
said. “We are genuinely keen
to hear from people who
have a passionate interest in
the future of Toronto.”

Wes Hain.
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OVER TO YOU: Council's planning manager Wes Hain and property manager Kate Cramp on the Toronto foreshore on Friday. Picture: David Stewart
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MORVEN CAMERON
Enticing tourists to enjoy best of life on lake

WHEN you holiday by the sea, or
in a lake or riverside location,
do you find yourself drawn to
the water?

It’s a natural response – there is some-
thing pleasing to the senses about being
near and looking out across water. Local
tourism industries are often built around a
city or town’s proximity to water, and Lake
Macquarie is no exception.

People come to LakeMacquarie to enjoy
our beautiful lake.The lake is also the
reasonmany in our community choose
to live in the city. Surprisingly, for a city
with 175 kilometres of lake foreshore, Lake
Macquarie has relatively few spots where
visitors and locals can eat or stay directly on
the waterfront. Yet, this is increasingly the
experience that people seek out when they
are on holidays or looking for a nice spot to
dine out with family or friends.

This is why council is looking for opportu-
nities to enhance recreational opportunities
around the lake, to give our residents and
visitors a greater sense of connection to our
water and foreshore assets.

We have seen howwell foreshore
enhancement has worked in places like
Warners Bay and Speers Point, which
have become popular spots year-round
for walkers, joggers, riders, exercisers and
picnickers, among others, as well as great
venues for community events.

Council is now turning its attention to the
Toronto Foreshore. Toronto is one of our
most picturesque town centres, with amain
street that runs right down to the lake. Some
parts of the foreshore are activated already
but there is potential tomake it a much
more vibrant and accessible area for people
to enjoy, as well as a drawcard for tourists.

Council is developing aMaster Plan
for the Toronto Foreshore and is seeking
feedback from the community on the types
of facilities, amenities and environment they
would like to see along the foreshore stretch
fromGoffet Park to Bath Street.

Thatmight include facilities such as a
boardwalk or shared pathway, exercise
equipment, playgrounds, picnic tables, pub-
lic art, or new infrastructure to support more
dining and entertainment options on the
waterfront. Council is alsomoving forward
with plans for a tourism, commercial and
residential development on waterfront land
at Bath Street, Toronto, and the community
will have an opportunity through this initial
consultation phase to have their say on
how that development integrates with the

foreshore precinct.
Tourism presents great opportunities for

LakeMacquarie. Tourists have been drawn
to Toronto since the late 1800s, as Heritage
Trail signage on the foreshore acknowledg-
es, and council’s plans for the area will build
on that tradition. Growing tourism oppor-
tunities is an important part of council’s

strategy to diversify the city’s economy as we
shift from a traditional reliance onmining,
manufacturing and power generation.

The proposed Bath Street development
will help fill a gap in our city for accom-
modation and recreational facilities on the
waterfront, which will boost our tourism
offering, providing flow-on effects for busi-
ness operators in Toronto and beyond. At
the same time, it will activate and transform
what has for many years been a degraded
site primarily used as an overflow parking
area – a function that does not do justice to
its location or potential.

The incorporation of retail and commer-
cial space in the Bath Street development
opens it to the inclusion of cafés and
restaurants, creating the prospect of an
enticing waterfront destination point along
an upgraded foreshore walk from the town
centre.The residential component of the
project is consistent with council’s objective
of providingmore housing choice in our
town centres. We know there is demand for

low-maintenance properties close to town
centres and that increasing residential con-
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centration in these locations leads to places
that aremore vibrant by day and night and
attract better services, such as improved
public transport and health services.

Council acknowledges the development
proposal has prompted concerns from some
in the community, who fear it will result in
loss of access to the waterfront. However,
a foreshore buffer will bemaintained and
public access will be enhanced through
pathways to improve accessibility.

Following this initial period of consul-
tation on the Toronto ForeshoreMaster
Plan, council will go to tender to appoint a
consultant to create an integrated design for
the foreshore precinct. Further community
consultation will be undertaken at this stage.

The council is looking forward to hearing
the community’s ideas. Visit shapelakemac.
com.au/future-toronto.
Morven Cameron is the chief executive officer of
Lake Macquarie City Council

‘‘For a city with 175
kilometres of lake
foreshore, Lake Macquarie
has relatively few spots
where visitors and locals
can eat or stay directly on
the waterfront.
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CHANGES: Growing tourism opportunities is an important part of Lake council's plan to diversify the city’s economy.
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Toronto Foreshore plan
LAKE Macquarie City
Council is seeking ideas
from the community to
help transform theToronto
Foreshore into an attractive
new community, tourist
and lifestyle destination.
The aim is to make the

foreshore a more inviting
place by improving access
and amenities and creating
enticing destination points
along the waterfront.
Contribute your ideas at:
shape.lakemac.com.au/
future-toronto
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WE FORESHORE WANT IT KEPT
I BELIEVE the opinion piece in Saturday’s

Newcastle Herald by the unelected chief
executive of LakeMacquarie City Council
(‘Enticing tourists to enjoy best of life on
lake’, Opinion 18/8) ignores public opinion
and tries to put a gloss on the council’s un-
precedented plan to build up to six storeys
right on the foreshore at Toronto.

Descendants of the Fennel family wanted
to preserve access to the foreshore, as did
the 1888meeting of residents who strove to
preserve a little of Toronto’s foreshore for
future tourists. At least Morvan Cameron
admits that council’s development is on
“waterfront land”. Ms Cameron doesn’t

explain that council should havemillions
of dollars left over from the attempted
purchase of the Hirecraft Mariner site for
the wonderful foreshore improvements she
envisions without building right down to the
foreshore with a “buffer” of a few feet.

Why can’t the council and its chief exec-
utive finally listen to the community and
organise a plan that has development but
preserves the foreshore strip, and doesn’t
overwhelm our greatest tourist asset, the
lake? A plan that doesn’t cut the the iconic
rail line and deals with all themajor traffic
congestion issues?

Only then can Toronto add to its already
great cafes and accommodation with its
greatest tourist asset intact and enhanced:
the lake and its foreshore.
Stephen Dewar, Toronto
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Toronto Foreshore plan
up for public discussion
Lake Macquarie council has
invited feedback as it seeks to
transform Toronto Foreshore into
an attractive new community,
tourist and lifestyle destination.

The first phase of community
consultation for the Toronto
Foreshore Master Plan opened
last week.

The council's manager of
integrated planning, Wes Hain,
said it aimed to improve access
and amenities, while also creating
enticing destination points along
the waterfront precinct from
Goffet Park to Bath Street.

"This is a great opportunity
to realise the potential of one of
the city's most picturesque town
centres and waterfront areas," he
said.

The community will also get

the chance to have a say on
how the mixed-use commercial
development, proposed for the
vacant site at Bath Street and
Victory Row, integrates with the
foreshore precinct.

Feedback can be provided
online through the council's
website, shape.lakemac.com.
au/future-toronto, or by visiting
several drop-in sessions.

The final two sessions are on
Saturday 1 September, 9am until
12pm, at the Toronto Farmers
and Artisan Market (Toronto
Foreshore); and Sunday 16
September, 8am until 11am, at
Toronto Lions Markets (Lions
Park, Fennell Bay).

Consultation on the master
plan will remain open until 9am
on Monday 24 September.
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BACKCHAT
BATH STREET BUILDING PLAN
WHATEVER they do with the development
will be better than the dirt car park that's
there now.
- Aaron Clark, on Facebook
IMAGINE if there were other 4- and 5-sto-
rey buildings inToronto. Oh, wait a minute.
The Bath Street land is unused and ugly.
There is an entire foreshore to enjoy.
- IanWood, on Facebook
TORONTO has less foreshore community
land than any town on Lake Macquarie and
LMCC wants to take what little foreshore
park we have to build high rise on. I’m all
for development and high rise apartment
living forToronto but not on foreshore
land. Let them build their development
away from our foreshore. I don’t see them
building any high rise onWarners Bay’s
foreshore land.We need car parking and
improvements to that land to make the
area an extension of the recreational area
along the waterfront for our community
to enjoy.
- Sue Jansson, on Facebook

COUNCIL’S PLAN FOR TORONTO
THERE are rules against buildings being
built close to the water in regards to future
sea-level rises. I would recommend people
see the plans first, before jumping the gun.
The development planned for Hirecraft
looks amazing.
Think Honeysuckle, think public access
for everyone, for the young, for the old,
and for people with mobility issues. I,
like many others, would welcome a well
designed public walkway from the yacht
club to Foreshore Park.
- Paul Bates, on Facebook
PEOPLE seem to not understand. Council
wants to build on theToronto waterfront.
Once they do, developers will want access
to all the waterfronts around the lake.
- Bruce Fitzgerald, on Facebook

OUR NEW PRIME MINISTER
IF you don't like him, just wait a few weeks
and he'll be recycled. Maybe you'll like the
next one.
- Paul Smith, on Facebook

ONLY 3 PM'S till Xmas.
- Kevin Kernahan, on Facebook
TURNBULL 2.0
-Trevor Denniss, on Facebook
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Flying high on lake
BY DAVID STEWART

OPPONENTS of a multi-sto-
rey development planned
for the Toronto foreshore
will take to the skies on Sat-
urday to raise awareness of
the proposal.

Toronto Foreshore Protec-
tion Group (TFPG) will re-
lease tethered helium-filled
balloons to the height of a
four- and six-storey building.

TFPG spokesperson Su-
zanne Pritchard said the

balloons would be raised to
give locals an indication of
the height such buildings
would reach.

Lake Macquarie City
Council has proposed build-
ing a multi-storey tourism
and residential develop-
ment on the Bath Street site,
next to Royal Motor Yacht
Club, Toronto.

The council owns the
site, and recently resolved
to spend up to $1 million to
investigate the feasibility of

such a development.
The council is currently in

the middle of a month-long
community consultation
period which it says will play
a key role in shaping the To-
ronto ForeshoreMasterplan.

The masterplan would de-
termine uses of the lakeside
strip from Wharf Road to
Bath Street.

As part of tht consultation,
council is hosting a series of
drop-in information sessions
about plans for the Toron-

to foreshore.

The next drop-in session
will be held this Saturday, on
the Toronto foreshore, from
9am to noon.

The drop-in session will
coincide with TFPG’s bal-
loon demonstration.

Ms Pritchard said council
had omitted the Bath Street
development proposal from
the masterplan, and had
therefore “missed the point”
of having an integrated plan
for the Toronto foreshore.

“Land zoned operation-
al near the heritage train
station is included, so why
is foreshore land zoned op-
erational at Bath Street not
included?” she said.

“We don’t understand
council’s logic.”

Council’s propertymanag-
er Kate Cramp said the Bath
Street site had been included
“in the consultation process”
and was on the Shape Lake
Mac website.
■ To page 4.

INDICATION: Balloon.
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Balloons give
frise to focus

on foreshore
■ From page 1.

“People have been tagging
comments to the Bath Street
site,” Ms Cramp said.

The masterplan would
offer an integrated approach
to planning on the foreshore,
and would be guided by
community comment on
the Bath Street proposal,
she said.

“Council have openly said
in the information flyers
that the intent of the con-
sultation is to ensure there
is an integrated masterplan
developed. The masterplan
brief will be informed by the
feedback gathered through
this community consulta-
tion process.”

MsPritchardsaidplanning
and development controls in
Toronto should be respected.

“Council has produced a
Toronto Town Centre plan
to guide integrated develop-

ment. However, it seems as
if council is not planning to
abide by it at the Bath Street
site,” she said.

“This sends a poor mes-
sage to the community.”

Ms Cramp said the oper-
ational zoning of the Bath
Street site presented council
with an opportunity to de-
velop a commercial venture

that would be a long-term
source of income for the city.

Ultimate approval of any
development application

for the site – if the proposal
gets that far – would not rest
with council.

“Council is not the deter-
mining authority regarding
any potential future DA –
there is a state planning ap-
proval process through the
Regional Planning Panel that
council will follow,” she said.
“Council’s April decision
was just to continue inves-
tigations into the proposed
development concept.”

TFPG will host a commu-
nity meeting on the issue,
at Toronto High School,
on Tuesday, September 4,
at 7pm.

“Councillors have been
invited,” Ms Pritchard said.

Visit shape.lakemac.com.
au/future-toronto.

SUZANNE PRITCHARD
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
OPPORTUNITY FOR TORONTO

I notice LakeMacquarie City Council has
finally published a report on its proposal to
make improvements to the Toronto fore-
shore land which it owns.

Thewestern side of the lake has been
asking that council show recognition and
provide improvements toWestlakes towns,
as council has done in places such as
Warners Bay and Speers Point.

The only apparent objection appears to
be the building of a private- and public-use
building next to the Royal Motor Yacht Club,
Toronto, because some people believe it will
restrict public use and access to the lake.

If the set back from the lake is minimal
then, yes, it will restrict access. But if it set
back at least 20metres or more then, no, it
won't. So l suggest people wait for the final
draft then decide whether they approve.

It would be a shame if, after years of
neglect, we finally have a chance for recog-
nition but are held back over petty issues.

l see this proposed development as a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

- Carl Stevenson, Dora Creek

BIG DECISIONS: What will become of the foreshore, next to Royal Motor Yacht Club,
Toronto, is the focus of council and resident attention. Picture: David Stewart
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‘UNITSVILLE’ IN TORONTO
MYmother and her sister enjoyed buying

a treat fromMcDonald’s and going to the
seclusion of the waterfront near the Royal
Motor Yacht Club, Toronto.They felt it was
special.They were in their 80s.

Will LakeMacquarie City Council now
allow the building of waterfront units on
their own land?

Wewill no doubt get units on the old Hire-
craft site. But what about the traffic chaos?
And the infrastructure support?

‘Unitsville’ will consume our precious
waterfront. What next?

- Jan Leckie, Coal Point
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WORRYING PRECEDENT
LAKEMacquarie City Council could be

about to set a dangerous precedent on
the foreshore at Toronto.Their support
for a high-rise development could see
the foreshore of LakeMacquarie changed
forever, with far reaching community and
environmental effects.

In addition, council will shortly consider
a DA for a huge 37-unit development of the
current Toronto LifestyleMarina site and
adjoining properties, fronting Brighton Av-
enue, which could create significant traffic
challenges for motorists and pedestrians.

- Reg Crick, Toronto
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Foreshore plan backlash
BY NICK BIELBY

ANGRYTorontoresidentsare
calling on Lake Macquarie
City Council to overturn its
plan to build a six-storey
complex on the foreshore.

Those rallying against the
council’s plan for the mixed
business-tourism-residen-
tial developmenton twoBath
Street blocks have collected
3400 signatures in the past

three months on a petition
urging a rethink about the
proposal and for the land to
bemade a community park.

A public meeting was held
at Toronto High School on
Tuesday night for residents
to air their concerns.

Jeff Jansson, a Rotary Club
of Toronto Sunrise member
who is spearheading oppo-
sition to the development,
said he hoped the petition

would be formally presented
to council in the next month.

Mr Jansson said many

people he had spoken with
believed the development
should be scrapped and
community parkland be de-
veloped in its place.

“I think you’ve only got to
look at Warners Bay and the
parkland there,” he said

“It was reported the other
week as one of the reasons

for the economy improving
there – people come from all
over the place to enjoy that
foreshore.

“This really goes against
what [council is] trying
to achieve.

“Our concern is over the
loss of unique public water-
front land that is currently
used by the community with
a belief that it is parkland.”

But not everybody is

against the plan. Resident
Darren Ryan spoke in fa-
vour of the development at
last week’s Lake Macquarie
council meeting.

Mr Ryan said on Tuesday

he believed nearby roads
should be upgraded as part
of the project, but called the
plan “a no-brainer idea”.

“Toronto has been the
poor little brother of the west
that has always been over-

looked,” he said. “I don’t see
why these people are up in
arms about it.

“I just don’t see what the
problem is.”

The Newcastle Herald re-
ported in April that council
was preparing a develop-
ment application for the
complex, which would be
much taller than the two-sto-
rey height legal height limit
in the area.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
OBJECTION TO FORESHORE
DEVELOPMENT

I oppose LakeMacquarie Council’s plans
for commercially developing the Toronto
foreshore on Bath Street on the following
grounds.

I don’t agree with the council undertaking
commercial development.

I believe the role of the council is to look
after the residents' interests in regard to
parks, garbagemanagement and overseeing
development applications.

I am a ratepayer for two properties in
this council and do not want to seemy rate
dollars going to this activity, as this is not
what council has been elected to do.

I believe the funds could be better utilised
for bringing the foreshore in line with other
LakeMacquarie areas likeWarners Bay
where the foreshore can be used by the

residents as recreational area.
I would like to see the provision of a light

rail from Fassifern to Toronto using the
existing rail corridor.

This would be far more beneficial to the
local residents and bring visitors to the
foreshore as it was in Toronto’s heyday in the
1900s.

The town had a rich history and I would
like to see it preserved as a unique part of
the Lake.

I am also a sailing enthusiast and think
that a commercial development will restrict
access to themarina and for parking of
visitors to the lake.

It is commendable that council wants to
have developments that makemoney, how-
ever I don’t believe council has the expertise
to undertake this project and believe this
would turn into a white elephant for council
and destroy what little public space we have
to enjoy on the Toronto foreshore.
Jan Conlon, Toronto
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A taller Toronto is not foreshore a bad thing
IN RESPONSE toWednesday’s article (“Pe-
tition against LakeMacquarie City Council
development on Toronto foreshore attracts
3400 signatures”,Herald, 5/9), as a Toronto
resident with a young family, I believe
that any development around the Toronto
foreshore is excellent and to be welcomed.

I believe 2 Bath Street, along with a
number of other vacant blocks along Anzac
Parade, are an eyesore and have been for a
long time.

That address has, for as long as I can re-
member, remained inactive public land that
is used only as extra parking for a nearby
licensed premise and the temporary parking
of yacht trailers.

While I believe that the height limit
should be reduced to fewer stories, I believe
the benefit of commercial space such as
cafes, restaurants, bars, boutiques or water-
craft-hire outlets, coupled with $9million
worth of improvements to the foreshore
between Goffet Park and Bath Street, would
greatly enhance the area, truly making
Toronto a greater location to live and visit.

Remember, we are talking about 10 per
cent of the relevant foreshore. It is 10 per
cent that is currently unused, and prior to
this development’s announcement had no
proposed beneficial usage to the residents
of Toronto. Going off on a tangent, it strikes
me that protest actions such as those as we
have seen in Toronto of late are perpetrated
by an older cohort of residents. Why is it that
such older cohorts across the great cities of
Newcastle and LakeMacquarie seem intent
on either stifling or stopping progress?

I believe considered and relevant progress
is to be embraced, not stifled or stopped.
AdamWalton, Toronto
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GATHERING: Toronto Foreshore Protection Group convened a meeting on Tuesday
regarding the proposal to develop lakefront land in the suburb. Picture: John Sharples
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Toronto complex deferred
BY NICK BIELBY

A LAST ditch plea has per-
suaded Lake Macquarie
councillors to delay a deci-
sion on whether to approve
a major development at To-
ronto until they visit the site.

Staff recommended at
Monday night’s council
meeting that a development
application for a three-to-
four storey mixed-use com-
plex, containing 37 residen-
tial units and ground floor
business space, be approved
despite the development

being about two metres over
the legal height limit for
the area.

The complex is proposed
for the corner of Brighton
Avenue and Wharf Road –
about 600 metres along To-
ronto Foreshore from where
council wants to build a six
storey tourism-business-res-
idential development that
would also go beyond the
height limit.

Toronto resident Reginald
Crick told the meeting near-
by residents did not want the
Brighton Avenue develop-

ment rejected, but were ask-
ing that it be made comply
with existing planning limits.

He argued a variation
would not be in the public
interest and would “set a
dangerous precedent of huge
proportions”.

MrCrick asked councillors
to defer their decision on the
development until they vis-
ited the site to better under-
stand residents’ concerns.

“Nowhere around the en-
tire shoresof LakeMacquarie

is there a building or a pro-
ject that even goes close to

resembling the bulk, height
and scale of this proposed
development,” he said.

Mayor Kay Fraser said she
believed it was important for
councillors to look at the site.

Cr David Belcher put for-
ward the deferral motion.

He said other members of
the community had also re-
cently raised concerns with
him about the height of the
development and possible
traffic effects.

Cr Wendy Harrison said
four storeys might not sound
like a tall buildingbut “height

is relative to the location”.
“The variation does con-

cern me because I contend
that our lakeside, our fore-
shore areas, should be sac-
rosanct and we should apply
our development standards
precisely to protect them,”
she said.

Cr Adam Shultz also sup-
ported the idea of a site visit
but said Toronto and Moris-
set were areas earmarked
for growth.

“Increased density is a
reality we face as a growing
city,” he said.

Cr Jason Pauling said the
site was privately-owned, so
the chance of it remaining
open foreshore parklandwas
“practically zero”.

“I don’t think recent-
ly council has had much
credibility with respect to
enforcing building [height]
envelopes,” he said. “I find
it interesting that we would
run such a hard line now

when there’s been a number
of developments in recent
times we’ve been quite hap-
py to extend well outside the
building envelopes.”
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PRESERVATION IS PROGRESS
I MUST admit that, as a holder of a sen-

ior’s card and a gold Opal card, I was rather
insulted to be thus accused of belonging to
a cohort that is stifling progress in Toronto
(Letters, 8/9). On the contrary I alignmyself
with a very progressive group of Toronto
residents who understand that if foreshore
land is developed for a high-rise building
then we have lost forever the opportunity to
have this land used for public, recreational
space, for young and old.

The type of development that Lake
Macquarie City Council is proposing for
this waterfront site, if approved, would set
a disturbing precedent for the future. As a
parent, grandparent and ratepayer I utterly
reject that high-rise unit development on
the Bath Street site is any form of “progress”.
Kate Elderton, Toronto
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Council
defers
complex
decision
A LAST ditch plea has per-
suaded Lake Macquarie
councillors to delay a deci-
sion on whether to approve
a major development at To-
ronto until they visit the site.

Staff recommended at
Monday night’s council
meeting that a development
application for a three-to-
four storey mixed-use com-
plex, containing 37 residen-
tial units and ground floor
business space, be approved
despite the development
being about two metres over
the legal height limit for
the area.

The complex is proposed
for the corner of Brighton
Avenue and Wharf Road –
about 600 metres along To-
ronto Foreshore from where
council wants to build a six
storey tourism-business-res-
idential development that
would also go beyond the
height limit.

HELD OVER: A last ditch plea has persuaded Lake
Macquarie councillors to delay a decision on a Brighton
Avenue and Wharf Road development.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
WHERE WILL THE CHILDREN
PLAY?

For some time now I have been extremely
concerned at the type of development that is
taking place in LakeMacquarie and proba-
bly many other places.

I recently had occasion to visit my son in
Marrickville, which coming from Sydney
some 25 years ago was then regarded by
reputation as a pretty down at heel sort of
place with a highly polluted river running
through it. Much tomy surprise I walked
for a considerable distance along the bank
of the river on a concrete walkway through
beautifully landscaped parkland of adequate
width before the adjacent houses.

There were also large areas of ovals and
parks. I crossed a bridge to the other side
and walked back through a similar land-
scaped and well-kept parkland. Continuing
on a considerable tour around Sydney I con-
tinued to see parks, often in attractive spaces
that had been set aside by past councils for
the use of the public.

I live on theMorisset peninsula and I am
aghast at the lack of space being preserved
for public use for present and future
generations. Large areas are being given to
developers with no regard for public open
space. Instead we see nothing but wall to
wall medium density housing.

There is nowhere for the kids to go and
kick a ball around, or for families to take
a picnic on the weekend, let alone on the
shores of the lake or a with good view of
anything.

Certainly the council has tried to keep a
strip of some of the foreshore as a reserve,
but these are left undeveloped, and adjacent
house owners are even discouraged from
looking after them. Further the public have
little or no ability, to make use of them by
being blocked from access by houses. Even
when they are accessible they are uninviting.

What are the kids to do when they’re not
at school, play electronic games or perhaps
steal a car and do donuts at night. I fear
today's council will be blamed by future

generations for the lack of foresight and who
now have to live in wall to wall suburbia in

what was one of themore pleasant places to
live in NSW.

A good example of this at present is
Trinity Point which is going in the same
direction.The Toronto waterfront problem
comes tomind.
Frank Tebbutt, Brightwaters
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Residents make stand on foreshore
A crowd of more than 500 people poured into
Toronto High School last week to discuss Lake
Macquarie council's proposal for a multi-storey
development on the foreshore.

In April, the council voted to proceed with a
development application for the building on Bath
Street, which would consist of residential, tourist
and commercial space.

Councillor Jason Pauling, who attended the
meeting, believed it was well executed, but had a
"very clear bias" against the development.

He added the project could be world-class if
several issues were solved.

"It is important for the community to remember
that, at this stage, council has only approved the
process to develop a development application,"
he said.

"There are several elements that still need to be
addressed, including traffic flow, foreshore access,
and the Hunter Water pumping station.

"I have made my position on this very clear
to staff- if adequate foreshore access cannot
be delivered, or the pumping station cannot be
addressed, the project will lose my support.

"Personally, I view the current process as
council undertaking appropriate due diligence,
without which council cannot make a suitably
informed decision about whether to progress the
Bath Street development proposal or not."

Community members expressed their concerns
during the meeting, which was hosted by the
Toronto Foreshore Protection Group (TFPG).

Some of these included the significance of
the foreshore land to the Awabakal people, the
need for parking to access the foreshore, and the
perception of a flawed consultation process.

Questions were posed to councillors and TFPG
representatives about the impact on water quality
and the lake's ecosystem, as well as whether the
group was anti-progress and possible effects on
the nearby Royal Motor Yacht Club.

The meeting, ultimately, urged Lake Macquarie
council to abandon the development, add the
Bath Street site to the Toronto Foreshore Master
Plan as an integral part of the foreshore park, and
called for the area to be rezoned and reclassifled
as community parkland.

"We are advocating for a community space that

Some of the crowd during the meeting at Toronto
High School. Photo: John Sharpies

provides recreational opportunities, access to the
lake, physically and visually, and maintains the
heritage values of the area and the health of the
lake," TFPG member Jeff Jansson said.

The group made a commitment to present
councillors with a petition that contained more
than 3,500 signatures.

- Ben Murphy
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WHAT'S GOOD FOR THE PEOPLE
Council tells us that high rise construction

on the waterfront will be good for Toronto.
Well, Toronto turned out in hundreds at
the council meeting and refuted that. And
personally, it's a long time since I've listened
to anyone tellingme what's good for me.

I know this development is not good for
me. It is not good for my children and, es-
pecially, it is not good for my grandchildren
and all those as yet unborn. A speaker from
the floor, a lady of aboriginal lineage, re-
minded us that our land has a value beyond
money. Wemust make our decisions with
care and concern, because our well-being as

a town depends on that.
We need to keep inmind that this Bath

Street site does not belong to council. It
belongs the people.The council holds it in
trust for us. LakeMacquarie City Council,
you are our trustee, not our parent. Listen.
Really listen.
Lois Simpson, Toronto
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Battleground for
Toronto’s future
BY SCOTT BEVAN

FOR Robyn Charlton, a va-
cant lot just across from the
Royal Motor Yacht Club in
Toronto isher time-outplace.

About once a week, she
drives her car onto the land
in Bath Street, parks on the
rise overlooking the lake
and eats lunch or reads, all
the while taking in the wa-
ter view.

“I appreciate the simple
things in life,” Ms Charlton
said, as she watched a few
swallows flying above the
slope leading to the water’s
edge. “There’s nothing nicer
than being out and absorb-
ing what I enjoy.”

This stretch of dirt that
holds serenity for Robyn
Charlton is seen as lots of op-
portunity by LakeMacquarie
City Council.

The council owns this
land, across two blocks, and
it has plans for a develop-
ment that incorporates three
major hopes it has for Toron-
to: residential, commercial
and tourism. The develop-
ment could include tourist
accommodation closer to
the waterfront, a predomi-
nantly residential apartment
complex up to six storeys
high, along with commercial
spaces, such as a cafe.

The council has empha-
sised nothing is set in stone

yet, and the planned com-
plex is a long way from being
submitted as a development
application, but mayor Kay
Fraser already foresees it as
a much-needed boost for
the western Lake Macquarie
centre.

“It’s really important we
have tourist accommoda-
tion, and thatwehave people
visiting Toronto,” Cr Fraser

said. “We need more busi-
ness here in Toronto, and we
needmore jobs. And this de-
velopment will provide some
of that.”

As the Labor mayor wan-
dered the site with Liberal
councillor Jason Pauling,
they were walking on com-
mon ground for what they
hoped would take shape
here.

“If we can nail the vision
we share for this site, it will
be absolutely awesome,” said
Cr Pauling.

Yet nailing that vision
may prove difficult. For this
site has also become a bat-
tleground for how different
groups and community
members see this land serv-
ing the future of Toronto.

Many of those opposed to
the council’s development
intentions have come to-
gether under the umbrella of
the Toronto Foreshore Pro-
tection Group.

The views among group
members on how the land
should be used also vary.

Mel Steiner is the
vice-commodore of the his-
toric RoyalMotor YachtClub,
Toronto.

Mr Steiner said the club
hosted about 300 events a
year, fromweddings tomeet-
ings, and about 100 sailing
races and regattas. While the
club had its own car park, the
block across the road provid-
ed overflow parking.

Mr Steiner believed that
site should continue to ac-
commodate some sort of car
park, not just for the “thou-
sands” who use the club
each year but for the wider
community.

“Toronto is really short
of parking, it has a parking
problem,” Mr Steiner said.

“We’d like to have it devel-
oped as a formal parking
area and parkland.”

Mel Steiner said council
representatives hadmet with
the club about the possibility
of a joint venture to devel-
op the land, but those talks
hadn’t progressed.

“We don’t have a problem
with development, we’re not
anti-development, but it’s
inappropriate development,

because it’s so close to the
foreshore.”

Jeff Jansson is another
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prominent member of the
Toronto Foreshore Protec-
tion Group. He has a long
history with both this area
and the council. As a local
Rotary club member, he has
been part of clean-up and
tree-planting events along
the old rail corridor trail-
ing the foreshore. And for

more than three decades, he
worked for the council,most-
ly in the environment field,
helping promote a cleaner
lake and trying to protect and
restore its foreshores.

“I think the mistake the
council is making is it’s
looking at this from a single,
dollar perspective, rather
than in an integrated way,”
he said.

Jeff Jansson believed this

land should be a foreshore
park, providing green relief
for the lake and for those
living in Toronto. And with
a string of apartment devel-
opments planned or being
built in the suburb, the need
for public open space would
be growing.

“It’s crazy, they [the coun-
cil] have got a block of water-
front land, and they can have
that as public open space,”
Mr Jansson said.

The council argues it plans
to revitalise Toronto’s “un-
derused” waterfront land for
public use. It has called for
the community’s ideas about
how to transform a 600-me-

tre strip from Bath Street to
Goffet Park, which will be
considered as part of a To-
ronto foreshoremaster plan.

The mayor and Cr Pauling
guided the Herald along the
foreshore, pointing out how

degraded it was.
“You can see why peo-

ple don’t use it,” Cr Pauling
commented. “Last time I
was down here, I was waiting
to get mugged, to tell you
the truth.”

Both councillors asserted
residents and visitors would
benefit from an upgraded
public space along the wa-
terfront.

“It’s not before time, we

should have been doing this
a little while ago,” Cr Fraser
said. “So I think it’s great
we’re consulting with the
community and asking them
what they want along the
foreshore here.”

Yet Toronto Foreshore
Protection Group members
argue the foreshore master
plan doesn’t extend to the
controversial section ear-

marked for development.
“Why is that not part of

the consultation?,” asked Jeff
Jansson.

Cr Fraser said the op-
portunity for the public to
comment on the proposed
complex would arise when
a development application
was prepared.

The council has said the
proposed development site

represents about 9.7 per cent
of the total area, while the re-
maining 90.3 per cent would
be public open space along
the foreshore.

Both the council and the
foreshore protection group
have been holding informa-
tion days and public meet-
ings. The group has said it
has collected more than
3500 signatures on a petition

objecting to the commercial
development and calling for
the protection of the fore-
shore for public recreation.

About500peopleattended
a recent meeting hosted by
the group, with a resolution
passed, saying council had
“no community mandate” to
progress the development.

But some Toronto resi-
dents welcome the develop-
ment. AdamWalton is a local
resident and father of two.He
argued that those in western
Lake Macquarie often com-
plained they were “the poor
cousins” compared to com-
munities across the water,
when it came to investment,

so he was “at a loss” why
there was such opposition to
the proposal.

“It’s beneficial to the lo-
cal community,” Mr Walton
said. However, he believed
the proposed development’s
height should be reviewed
and lowered.

“The last thing we want is
a Gold Coast environment,
where the sun is blocked by
high-rise developments,” he
said. “We don’t want literally
a wall of development.”

Robyn Charlton, the local
resident sitting in her car,
said such a development
would create more than a
physical barricade to the lake
for many who now used the
land as a place to relax.

“Are six storeys going to
provide social equity or
green spaces for those who
can’t afford a $15 lunch [at a
cafe] or to hire a kayak?,” she
asked.

The divisions over this
land were evident as the two
councillors walked across
it. A woman sitting in a car
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SIGNS OF DIVISION: Community members spell out their opposition to a proposed
development near the Toronto foreshore. Picture: Simone De Peak

called to them, “Save the
waterfront!”. Signs protesting
the development were at-
tached to a tree and poles.

continue to be debated.
“Some people mightn’t

like a lot of changes, and
Toronto is going through
change,” said Cr Fraser.

“We want Toronto to go
ahead,” emphasised the pro-
tection group’s Jeff Jansson.
“We want Toronto to be an
attractive centre for visitors,
but we don’t believe that
high-density development
is the way for that sensitive
foreshore land to be used.”

Councillor Fraser said
there would be public space
in front of the development.
What’s more, the site itself
would be improved from
what it was now.

“I would call it a degraded
car park,” Cr Fraser said. “It’s
all gravel and dirt. So I don’t
see it as foreshore.”

“I think using theword ‘car
park’ is being kind, because
it’s practically a moonscape,”
added Cr Pauling.

What all sides agree on is
they want Toronto to pro-
gress, but how that looks will ‘‘“Some peoplemightn’t like a lot of changes, and

Toronto is going through change
Kay Fraser, mayor of Lake Macquarie
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PARKLAND PUSH: Toronto Foreshore Protection Group member Jeff Jansson says with
a growing local population, more open space is needed.
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SHARED VISION: Lake Macquarie councillor Jason
Pauling and mayor Kay Fraser on the site at the centre
of community debate over a proposed development.
Picture: Simone De Peak
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FORESHORE FOR THE FUTURE
AS one of the 502 local attendees (plus

two councillors) at the community rally to
save the Toronto Foreshore near Bath Street
from a council-proposed high rise, I was
very impressed at the professionalism of the
meeting and the sheer volume of back-
ground research that the Toronto Foreshore
Protection Group put into the presentation.

A recent contributor to the editor coined
the wonderful phrase “preservation is
progress” (Letters, 12/9).

This was the unanimous sentiment of
those present.The locals would be happy
with some facilities on this patch of scarce
foreshore, perhaps similar to those on the
Warners Bay foreshore.

One option would be to keep the histori-
cal railway theme of this area. Renovate an
old railway carriage for a café or restore the
old “Coffee Pot” train and run short trips on
the rails from the Toronto rail station.

There is a high-rise development sched-
uled to be built opposite this site which will
bring an influx of 268 cars and the current
infrastructure cannot support that, let alone
a similar construction.

We ask LakeMacquarie City Council to
spare us another eyesore and retain some
semblance of the historical value of this
foreshore area for our grandchildren.
Carole Obre, Toronto
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LAKE HAS ‘ALL WE NEED’
I ENDORSE Elaine Street’s praise of Lake

Macquarie City Council libraries (Letters,
13/9). Wherever I have lived in the world, I
have had access to a public library but have
never taken it for granted.

I cannot fault the staff and the running
of our 11 libraries in this new technology
age which can be difficult for many to
keep up with, but staff are always willing to
explain what is needed. I have discovered
the sayings of Marcus Cicero (106 – 43 BC),
a Roman statesman, philosopher, orator,
etc., who is alleged to have written his own
speeches! “Let the welfare of the people be
the ultimate law”, is one, and “While there is
life there is hope”, but my favourite, written
in his old age, echoesmy sentiment – “If
you have a garden and a library, you have
everything you need”.

With the beautification of the land and
parks surrounding our Lake (bigger than
Sydney Harbour), I congratulate our council
on the work in progress, and hope the
ratepayers in Toronto will get their wishes,
as outlined by NicoMarcar (Letters, 13/9).
June Porter, Warners Bay
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�OPINION
Wednesday September 19, 2018 NEWCASTLE HERALD 15theherald.com.au

�TOPICS DAMON
CRONSHAW

topics@theherald.com.au @JubilantJourno 4979 5999

Can we get one of
these at Toronto?
DONOwers has been keeping an eye on
contentious plans for a development on the
Toronto shore.

There’s been talk about plans for amix of
residential, commercial and tourism on a
LakeMacquarie City Council-owned site.

“There are far better ways of increasing
tourism that enhance the region, rather than
destroying scarce waterfront land,” Don said.

Don, of Dudley, pointed us to an
eye-catching bike trail in northern Belgium.

“Walking on water may eludemost of us,
but this bike trail offers an experience that’s
almost as divine,” Timemagazine reported
in its World’s Greatest Places section.

“The 212-metre track, dubbed Cycling
ThroughWater, slices through a large pond
in the DeWijers nature reserve.

“In themiddle, it dips low enough to put
riders at eye level with the water.”

Swans and other water birds float on the
edge and gaze at the cyclists. From certain
angles, the heads of cyclists appear to glide
across the water’s surface. Walkers are also
allowed on the path.

The project, which was completed in 2016,
is part of the Limburg province’s efforts to
bolster its 2000 kilometres of biking trails.

To date, the path has attractedmore than

500,000 cyclists.
The project has apparently given a big

boost to the Limburg region, which was
already considered a bit of a “cycling
paradise” in Europe.

So, to read between the lines, Don is
pretty much saying: “Hey council, scrap your
development plans and build one of these

babies at Toronto”.

FLOWER POWER
Wordsmith Neil Keene calls them “mother

nature’s masters of disguise and deception,
stopping at nothing to lure unwittingmales
into their grasp”.

He’s referring to rare species of native
orchids found in LakeMacquarie.

A new LakeMacquarie City Council guide
has cataloguedmore than 40 species of
orchid within its boundaries, including five
classified as rare or endangered.

The council’s sustainability guru Alice
Howe saidmany Australian orchids have
“specific relationships with pollinating
insects like native bees and wasps”.

“Some orchid flowers actually mimic the
shape of insects and release a pheromone to
trickmales into visiting. During their visit,
they pollinate the plant while attempting in
vain tomate with it.”

Animals, she said, were often credited
with having “amazing adaptations for
survival”.

But Australia’s orchids show how “the
plant kingdom can be just as impressive”.

A GRUMPY MOTHER
We hear the Upper Hunter has copped

five earthquakes in three days. Readers dis-
cussed the story on theHerald’s Facebook
page. Some pointed the finger at mining. Jan
Kane had this to say: “Mother Earth getting
grumpy about us disturbing her founda-
tions”.
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The dotted-sun orchid.

CYCLING ON WATER: This bike path in northern Belgium put riders at eye level with the water. Lake Macquarie should have one, hey?
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HIGH TIME THEY LISTENED
PEOPLE are truly concerned about the

Greater Newcastle Regional Plan released
this week. What a dud of a plan from our
elected representatives in Sydney! With due
regard to the wonderful city of Newcastle,
this is hardly a “regional” plan when almost
all themooted growth areas are in Newcastle
itself!The area Glendale/Cardiff was thrown
in at the last minute for the largest city, Lake
Macquarie, and little mention of the need
for jobs and transport connections in the
growth corridors aroundMorisset/Toronto
andMaitland/Cessnock.

Our local politicians are also not listening.
Five hundred people attended Tuesday’s

Newcastle City Council meeting to try to
get the council to drop its inane plan to
cut parking for the hugely successful Regal
Cinema.Meanwhile LakeMacquarie City
Council pushes ahead with the six-storey
high rise right on the Toronto foreshore,
dismissing the 500 people who attended the
public meeting and voting against it!

It is not about being anti-development.
Far from it! It’s about development that
works with community opinion and in
harmony with our environment and our
winning assets for the good of the whole
Hunter Region. It’s time for our elected
politicians to start listening.
Stephen Dewar, Toronto
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