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What is the Environment Levy? 

The Environment Levy raises around $1.5 million per year to help look after local creeks and 

waterways, wildlife habitats, walking tracks, lookouts, picnic and camping areas across our City’s 

bushland reserves. It was introduced in 2005 to provide Blue Mountains City Council with the 

additional resources required to look after our unique natural environment - the only city in Australia 

within a World Heritage National Park. The introduction of the Levy was also essential to maintain the 

environmental gains made under the State Government’s successful $20 million Blue Mountains 

Urban Runoff Control Program (URCP) 1999-2004.  

Research has shown that primary environmental works can quickly reverse without ongoing 

maintenance. Through the Environment Levy, Council has been able to continue URCP programs 

through enhanced funding for bush regeneration, weed control, water quality monitoring, stormwater 

mitigation, walking track upgrades and community-based volunteer programs. This has ensured the 

consolidation of environmental gains made in priority URCP catchments and the expansion of these 

programs across the City, including important programs to protect Endangered Ecological 

Communities (EECs) across the Blue Mountains.  
If you are a property owner, the Environment Levy is paid as part of your Council rates, costing you, 

on average, around $45 per year (or 87 cents per week). The Environment Levy expires in June 

2015. Renewal of the Environment Levy is essential for many of these environmental programs to 

continue and to ensure that the on-ground environmental outcomes delivered over the span of the 

current Levy are maintained. 
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Managing Our Environment Responsibly 
It is up to seven times more cost effective to conserve healthy ecosystems 

than to rehabilitate them once they have been significantly damaged. 
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Why do we have an Environment Levy? 

Blue Mountains residents consistently rate our local environment as one of the most important 

aspects of our City. Residents also rate “Looking After the Environment” as a key priority for the 

Council.  

The Council has responsibility for approximately 10,000ha of bushland (equivalent to around 10,000 

football fields) and 300km of creeks. These natural assets not only offer easy access to world-class 

outdoor recreational opportunities, but also habitat for a wide range of native species, some of which 

are found nowhere else on Earth. They also form a protective buffer for our drinking water catchments 

and the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area, which surrounds the City.  

By investing in these natural assets, we’re helping to protect our drinking water supplies, our unique 

Blue Mountains lifestyle and local wildlife. We’re also protecting our international reputation as a 

‘must-see’ tourism destination and helping to preserve the World Heritage values for future 

generations. 

In 2005, the Council sought, and was granted, an Environment Levy to address issues posing a 

serious threat to local creeks, waterways, bushland and wildlife, such as:  

• loss of biodiversity 

• weed invasion  

• uncontrolled stormwater runoff causing erosion, sedimentation and reduced water quality 

• degraded and unsafe walking tracks 

• failing on-site sewerage systems 

• environmental issues at the former Blackheath and Lawson landfill sites 

• localised flooding. 

Over the past 10 years, revenue from the Environment Levy has funded projects that have addressed 

local environment issues, with the result that we can all enjoy our beautiful Blue Mountains natural 

environment for generations to come. 
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Where your money goes 

The Environment Levy supports the following activities: 

• Monitoring water quality in local creeks and waterways  

• Repairing creeks and bushland damaged by urban runoff and weed invasion  

• Constructing stormwater treatment systems to protect creeks and waterways 

• Controlling weeds and restoring wildlife habitats and corridors 

• Protecting rare and unique forests, swamps and plant and animal species  

• Supporting over 500 local conservation volunteers  

• Building and maintaining facilities such as tracks, lookouts, camping and picnic areas 

• Restoring and improving local historical and cultural sites  

• Delivering environmental education programs for the community and local schools. 
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Making every dollar count 

Since the introduction of the Environment Levy in 2005, the Council has boosted the effectiveness of 

ratepayer dollars by securing more than $3.6 million in additional external grants for environmental 

projects. That’s an extra 36 cents gained for every ratepayer dollar, by using Levy funds as matching 

contributions.  

We are committed to using the Environment Levy to deliver the best possible value for money in 

looking after our environment. We do this in three ways: 

1. Using sound research and expertise to direct where dollars are spent for best effect  

2. Partnerships and co-funding opportunities  

3. Collecting fees for commercial activities on Council reserves. This money is then reinvested 

back into improving nature-based recreation sites such as local walking tracks and lookouts. 

 

 

Partnerships are fundamental to boosting the effectiveness of Environment Levy investment. 
Levy funds have also enabled the Council to secure an additional $3.6 million in grant 

funding since 2005. 
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Protecting our creeks & drinking water catchments 

 

Our City sits within Sydney’s drinking water catchment, servicing over 3.7 million people. 

Healthy waterways are not only critical to our water supply; they also support recreation, 
tourism and local biodiversity. Many iconic waterways such as Wentworth Falls, Leura 
Cascades and Katoomba Falls begin their journey within our City’s urban areas before feeding 
into the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area.  

Environment Levy programs and projects are helping to prevent urban stormwater runoff 
damage, restore creeks and improve water quality across our City’s wetlands, water 

catchments and over 300km of waterways. 

Managing stormwater impacts 

Managing the effects of stormwater runoff (pollution, erosion and sedimentation) is vital in keeping our 

local waterways healthy. A key focus for the Council is to slow down stormwater runoff, prevent 

‘scouring’, and capture pollutants before they enter our waterways by constructing stormwater quality 

improvement devices (SQIDs), including gross pollutant traps (GPTs) and biofiltration systems.  

Monitoring water quality 

We help protect our waterways and manage pollution incidents by regularly testing water quality and 

macroinvertebrates at over 50 sites across the City. We’re also monitoring the recovery of Jamison 

Creek following a serious pesticide contamination incident in 2012. Each summer, the Council 

conducts weekly recreational water quality monitoring at up to six popular visitor sites to determine 

suitability for swimming and other water-based activities.                                      (Above image: Ian Brown) 
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The Environment Levy funds 
water quality monitoring at 

over 50 sites across the City. 

 
 

A Gross Pollutant Trap at Katoomba Falls prevents 
over 100 tonnes of sediment from entering the downstream 

World Heritage National Park every year. 
 

 
 

The Council is currently repairing over 130 creek and bushland sites across the City, 
managing erosion, sedimentation (and other stormwater impacts) and controlling weeds. 

 

Restoring degraded waterways 

We are currently repairing over 130 creek and bushland sites across the City (see case study: 

Glenbrook Lagoon, page 11). This includes repairing stormwater damage to local waterways caused 

by weed infestation, erosion and sedimentation.  Repairs are carried out using natural materials such 

as rock, timber and coir logs (shown above). Priority is given to protecting rare and unique habitats 

such as Blue Mountains swamps and shale-based forests. 
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Caring for swamps 

Blue Mountains swamps not only provide habitat for a range of species found nowhere else in the 

world, they also act as large-scale water filters in the landscape, cleaning our water and providing a 

steady flow of water for creeks, even in dry periods. The Council is helping to care for around 200ha 

of these endangered ecological communities; by removing weeds, replanting native species and 

managing stormwater impacts. 

Promoting water conservation and recycling 

Council used matching Levy Funding to obtain a Federal Government Green Precincts Grant to install 

stormwater harvesting and re-use systems at Echo Point and the Katoomba Civic Centre, as well as a 

green roof at the new Katoomba Blue Mountains Cultural Centre (below).  Over three million litres of 

potable drinking water has been conserved using these innovative systems. 

 
 

 

The green roof at the new Blue Mountains Cultural Centre (left) and the rain 
garden at Echo Point (right) treat and harvest stormwater for re-use onsite. 
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Achievements: cleaner creeks and waterways 

Results from the Council’s aquatic monitoring programs show that water quality and waterway 

condition has been maintained or improved overall over the past decade. A 2012 study commissioned 

by the Council also found that waterways in urbanised Blue Mountains catchments were in better 

ecological condition than other streams with similar levels of urbanisation in the Sydney basin. (BMCC 

State of City Report 2008-12). 

These positive outcomes have been supported by the following activities: 

• Regular aquatic monitoring at over 50 waterways. 

• Response work and additional monitoring undertaken at Jamison Creek, following a 

significant pesticide spill into the creek in 2012. 

• Weekly summer recreational water quality monitoring at up to six sites: Megalong Creek, 

Yosemite Creek, Kedumba Creek, Leura Cascades, Wentworth Falls Lake and Glenbrook 

Lagoon. 

• Streamwatch community volunteer monitoring supported at up to 20 waterways. 

• Water sensitive urban design (WSUD) systems installed in priority catchment areas, including 

Blackheath, Katoomba, Leura, Wentworth Falls, Bullaburra, Lawson, Faulconbridge and 

Glenbrook. 

• Significant works undertaken to repair stormwater damage across 12 creeks: Popes Glen, 

Govetts Leap Brook, Katoomba Creek, Yosemite Creek, Leura Falls Creek, Jamison Creek, 

Lawson Creek, Terrace Falls Creek, Magdala Creek, Springwood Creek, Glenbrook Creek 

and Lapstone Creek.  

• Eroded creek beds and banks stabilised and sediment controls installed at degraded sites 

along local waterways. 

  
 

Gross pollutant traps, such as this one at Wentworth Falls Lake (left), capture and 
clean stormwater runoff from the surrounding streets, before it enters local creeks 

and waterways, including Wentworth Falls (right).  
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• Stormwater quality improvement devices (SQIDS) installed to catch litter and other pollutants 

washed off our streets before entering local creeks and waterways. The Council has over 200 

SQIDS operating across the City. 

• Three gross pollutant traps (GPTs) installed, and ‘soft’ engineering and swamp restoration 

works undertaken at Wentworth Falls Lake. 

• Rainwater and stormwater collection and recycling systems installed at Echo Point, the Civic 

Centre and the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre where harvested stormwater is used for 

flushing toilets. 

• Successful advocacy for the connection of around 2200 properties to the Sydney sewer 

system, preventing 150 million litres of effluent from entering the environment every year. 

• Significant creek line restoration work and sediment controls installed upstream of Minnehaha 

Falls, Katoomba. Once clogged with sediment, the pool at the base of the falls has been 

restored. 

• Successful control of three noxious aquatic weeds including Cabomba, Salvinia and Alligator 

Weed - all Weeds of National Significance (WONS) at Glenbrook Lagoon (see case study). 

• $149,000 in funding secured over the next two years from the Sydney Catchment Authority to 

improve stormwater quality entering Leura Falls Creek, at the headwaters of Leura Cascades. 

 
 

 

By 2004, the once “bottomless pool” at 
Minnehaha Falls was filled to the brim with 

sediment brought down by urban runoff 
from North Katoomba. 

Following Levy-funded catchment 
improvements, including the installation 

of sediment erosion control devices,  
the pool has been restored. 
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Case Study: Restoring Glenbrook Lagoon 

A long-term Council program to control weeds, restore habitats and prevent pollutants from entering 

Glenbrook Lagoon is giving this natural escarpment wetland a new lease of life. Glenbrook Lagoon is 

just one of 130 waterway or bushland sites being rehabilitated by the Council using Environment Levy 

funds. 

Pre 2005: Glenbrook Lagoon under stress 

Only a decade ago, Glenbrook Lagoon was in poor shape. Choked by three highly invasive water 

weeds – Cabomba, Alligator Weed and Salvinia – polluted by stormwater runoff from neighbouring 

urban areas and overrun by weeds in the surrounding reserve, this unique wetland was one of the 

most polluted water bodies in the Blue Mountains. 

Cabomba also posed a potentially serious threat to Sydney’s water supply, fisheries and tourism 

industries downstream, were it to escape from the lagoon. 

TODAY: Glenbrook Lagoon in recovery 

Since 2005, the Council has undertaken a program to restore Glenbrook Lagoon, removing noxious 

weeds on land and in water, replanting native species, supporting local Bushcare efforts, raising 

community awareness and installing systems to reduce pollution from urban stormwater runoff. The 

Council has secured a $280,000 Caring For Our Country grant from the Federal Government for this 

project by matching this amount with $200,000 worth of Environment Levy funds.  

In a national first for a water body of this type, Glenbrook is now 99.9% clear of three aquatic Weeds 

of National Significance: Salvinia, Cabomba and Alligator Weed. Water quality is improving and 

healthy populations of fish and turtles are thriving. 

Bushland habitats are also steadily recovering around the lagoon. Upgraded stormwater quality 

improvement systems are reducing the amount of nutrients and bacteria entering the lagoon. 

 
 

 

Glenbrook Lagoon choked 
with aquatic weeds 

Glenbrook Lagoon today 
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Controlling weeds and restoring wildlife habitat 

Our City is home to a remarkable range of 
plants and wildlife, including rare species 

found nowhere else on earth.   

With approximately 10,000ha of bushland 
reserves in our care, we work closely with 
our community and other agencies to 
protect wildlife habitats, target weeds and 
other invasive species, and repair degraded 
lands. 

This investment in our bushland reserves 
helps to protect our unique native wildlife, 
local tourism economy, Blue Mountains 
lifestyle and our World Heritage 
environment for future generations. 

Controlling noxious weeds 

The Council has a legal obligation to reduce the impact of weeds on human health, the economy, 

community and environment. Each year, we spend over $1 million on weed management, controlling 

weeds on Council land and conducting weed inspections on private land. The Council’s Urban Weed 

Management Program targets noxious and environmental weeds across the City.   

Repairing degraded habitats 

We are currently repairing over 130 degraded bushland sites across the City; removing weeds, 

replanting local species, repairing and preventing erosion, restoring creek lines, and installing 

stormwater pollution management systems. Priority is given to protecting rare and unique habitats 

such as the endangered forest communities of the lower Blue Mountains, home to Powerful Owls and 

Yellow-Bellied Gliders. 

Supporting our community 

Community partnerships are a key focus for the Environment Levy. The Council’s Community 

Conservation Volunteers Program supports over 500 Bushcare, Landcare, Streamwatch, Trackcare, 

Bush Backyards, Swampcare and local landowner volunteers, contributing over 10,000 hours 

annually to the care of our local environment. The Council also supports annual Clean Up Australia 

Day activities at around 22 sites.  
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Community partnerships are a cornerstone of Council’s bush regeneration programs. 
The Levy supports the work of over 500 community conservation volunteers. 

 

Fostering responsible behaviour 

The Council works with local landowners, schools and businesses to promote environmentally 

responsible behaviour across our City. In 2013-14, more than 1,000 local school children participated 

in Bioblitz, EnviroMentors and Bushtrackers environmental education programs. One hundred and 

thirty Council staff were trained in how to comply with relevant environmental legislation. 

 

Council’s environmental education programs are encouraging 
our community to live responsibly within a World Heritage Area. 
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Achievements: healthier habitats and an active, aware 
community 

The Environment Levy has enabled us to deliver a number of achievements since 2005 towards 

healthier habitats and a more active, aware community, including:   

• Remediation of the former Lawson and Blackheath landfill sites  

• Up to 95% reduction of Gorse weed infestations across the City 

• Significant reductions of Broom and African Olive weed infestations across the City  

• Control of three Weeds of National Significance at Glenbrook Lagoon 

• Community conservation programs (including Bushcare, Landcare, Trackcare and 

Streamwatch), supporting over 500 volunteers, contributing over 10,000 hours per year  

• Bush Backyards and Resident Weed Support programs established  

• 2,000 private property inspections for noxious weeds each year 

• Up to 25 commercial nurseries visited each year to help minimise the sale of weedy species 

• Up to 40 on-site property visits annually to provide weed management advice to residents 
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• Bush regeneration of sites in 15 key sub-catchments, targeting high conservation landscapes 

(endangered ecological communities, significant forest types and threatened species) 

• 130 creeks and bushland sites under repair across 60 reserves 

• 200ha of Blue Mountains Swamps are being protected and restored through our Save Our 

Swamps Program 

• Save our Swamps program awarded at the National Awards for Local Government (2010) 

and the United Nations Association of Australia World Environment Day Awards (2011)  

• Over 1,000 local primary school children participated in Levy-funded environmental education 

programs including, Bioblitz, EnviroMentors and Bushtrackers in 2013-14 

• Coordination of a  local Weed Management Committee to ensure collaboration between 

Roads and Maritime Services,  RailCorp, National Parks and Wildlife Service, Crown Lands 

and Sydney Water in tackling weeds across the City 

• Regular support provided to Clean Up Australia Day volunteers 

• Council staff trained and resourced to improve compliance with environmental legislation and 

achieve best practice in 2014 

 
 

Community Bushcare “legend” Alan Lane mentors local school 
children at a Levy-funded “Connecting Kids with Nature” workshop.  (Photo: Ona Janzen) 
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Habitat Restoration at Popes Glen Reserve, Blackheath 

 
 

 

BEFORE: this area was once heavily affected 
by weeds such as Gorse and Willows. 

AFTER: Popes Glen is being brought back to life 
through the long-term efforts of the Council and 

community Bushcare volunteers. 
 

Habitat Restoration at Else Mitchell Park, Springwood 

 
 

 

BEFORE: weed infested creek line  AFTER: weeds and stormwater controlled 
and bushland habitat restored 
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Case Study: Else Mitchell Park – a Bushcare success story 

Across the City, more than 500 dedicated local volunteers contribute more than 10,000 hours to 

looking after our local environment each year. The health of many of our City’s popular bushland 

spots is improved or maintained thanks to the work of these dedicated people. The Environment Levy 

supports these efforts through additional weed control and stormwater treatment works, technical 

advice, tools and training. 

Else Mitchell Park in Springwood is just one of 69 Bushcare and Landcare sites supported by the 

Environment Levy.  

Handed over to the community by Rae Else-Mitchell, Else Mitchell Park is home to a magnificent 

stand of old Blue Gum trees (one of the last remaining stands in the Blue Mountains). A popular spot 

for picnics and walks, the park also features a variety of native shrubs and birds. 

The longstanding local Bushcare Group has been working with the Council to control weeds and 

address stormwater problems in the park by installing sediment and litter traps, stabilising eroded 

creek channels with rocks, removing weeds and replanting native species from local seed sources. 

Tracks have also been upgraded and signs erected. The Environment Levy has supported this 

dedicated group to consolidate and expand its achievements. 

Over this time we have seen a major improvement in the creeks and bushland of this Park. 

 
 

 

Bushcare volunteers, supported by the Council and the Environment Levy, help rehabilitate 
Else Mitchell Park, one of 69 Bushcare sites across the City supported by the Environment Levy. 

  

 
– 17 –  



Improving local walking tracks, lookouts & visitor 
facilities 

 

Our City, surrounded by a World Heritage Listed Area, boasts an outdoor lifestyle and nature-

based experiences that are world-class.  

With a network of over 120km of walking tracks, 86 lookouts and five camping areas, the 
Council provides facilities that offer access not only to some of Australia’s premier tourist 
destinations but also to popular local treasures off the tourism trail.  

By investing in these facilities, we’re delivering quality experiences for visitors – thereby 

supporting our local economy – and helping our community enjoy the local lifestyle at its best. 

Supporting local tourism 

The Council has responsibility for over 120km of Blue Mountains walking tracks, including tracks at 

Echo Point, Katoomba Falls Reserve, and Jamison Creek, Wentworth Falls. Together, these areas 

host over half of our City’s more than three million visitors a year. By investing in these areas, we are  

supporting our $500 million local tourism industry and over 5000 related local jobs. 

  

 
– 18 –  



Enhancing our unique Blue Mountains lifestyle 

Away from the tourist trail, the Council’s network of tracks and reserves provide access to many local 

natural features, such as popular waterfalls, swimming holes and walking trails. We also manage 

important historical and cultural sites such as Mount York Conservation Reserve and The Gully 

Aboriginal Place, Katoomba as well as five popular campgrounds across the City.  

Improving local facilities 

Environment Levy funds are used to maintain, repair and build facilities including concrete footpaths, 

earth tracks, signage, retaining walls, bridges, historical monuments and interpretive walks, 

boardwalks, lighting, fencing, gating and handrails. With many facilities located on cliff tops or in 

rainforest gullies, building and maintaining infrastructure in these environments is a challenging task. 

 
 

  

Council is progressively upgrading visitor facilities across the City using the Environment Levy. 

 

Protecting local treasures 

Ensuring our walking tracks, lookouts and 

campgrounds are in good, functional 

condition is critical to positive visitor 

experiences and public safety. Well-

designed visitor infrastructure also helps 

to manage tourist impacts and prevent 

sensitive environments from being ‘loved 

to death’ - through erosion, the spread of 

weeds and the destruction of native 

bushland. By looking after these facilities, 

we’re helping to ensure our unique Blue 

Mountains environment is protected for 

future generations. 

 

Council’s network of over 120km of walking tracks and 
86 lookouts offer access to some of Australia’s most 
iconic views, such as Jamison Valley at Echo Point. 
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Achievements: quality outdoor experiences for locals and visitors 

In rolling out our visitor infrastructure program, the Council focuses on upgrading popular local 

landmarks and sites of cultural or historical significance, as well as high-use tourist destinations. 

Recent upgrades enhance visitor experiences in our City and also offer a boost to local tourism 

operators. 

The Environment Levy has enabled a number of improvements to local visitor facilities in recent 

years: 

• Upgrade of mid-mountains track networks between Lawson and Springwood, including 

upgraded track signage for the Horseshoe Falls walk (North Hazelbrook) and Jackson Park 

(Faulconbridge), upgraded signage and a new, sandstone creek crossing for the Waterfall 

Loop Track (South Lawson) and a new bridge for Birdwood Gully (Springwood). 

Each of these walks offers access to popular local natural treasures. Just 15 minutes’ walk 

from Hazelbrook town centre, the Horseshoe Falls walk provides entry into another world, of 

cool rainforest gullies and hidden pools. The Waterfall Loop track is also a favourite with 

locals, with its lush, varied vegetation and delightful waterfalls. 

• Progressive upgrade of footbridges and boardwalks along the Charles Darwin Walk, 

Wentworth Falls. 

Just 10 minutes’ walk from Wentworth Falls village, this historic walk is a popular gateway to 

iconic Wentworth Falls and World Heritage national park. Charles Darwin, famous for his 

theory of evolution, walked this track in 1836, and it still offers over 100,000 visitors a year a 

pleasant walk with abundant birdlife and several waterfalls. 

• Upgrades to Prince Henry Cliff Walk at Katoomba Falls Reserve (see case study, page 23). 

• Upgrades to track signage and track work at Knapsack Reserve, Glenbrook. 

 

 

By funding upgrades to local walking 
tracks, lookouts, picnic areas and 
campgrounds, the Environment Levy 
helps provide opportunities to explore 
popular local landmarks and enjoy the 
unique Blue Mountains lifestyle. 
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Cataract Creek, one of the local natural treasures accessed by the Waterfall Loop Walk, South Lawson (photo: David Noble) 

 

• Major upgrade of Mount York Heritage Conservation Reserve, including track-work, 

monument restoration, replantings, new signage and the installation of two wheelchair 

accessible walks (one to the obelisk and one self-guided walk in the main precinct). 

This is now a must-see site, marking the first European crossing of the Blue Mountains. The 

upgrade showcases the commanding views of the site, walks, rich history, and offers 

climbing, biking, picnicking, camping and wheelchair access. 

 

 
 

  

The Mount York Heritage Reserve upgrade (completed 2013) showcases the 
area’s rich history and offers a variety of high quality outdoor experiences for visitors. 
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• Installation of a new self-guided, wheelchair accessible Gully Interpretive Walk (a Council 

partnership project with the Gully Traditional Owners) at The Gully Aboriginal Place 

(Katoomba). 

The Gully is the first location to be gazetted as a Place of Aboriginal Significance in NSW and 

is now jointly managed by Council and the Gully Traditional Owners (GTO). The Gully 

Interpretive Walk is a flagship partnership project between Council and the GTO. The Council 

is also supporting the local Garguree Bushcare group, which is carefully restoring the area; 

including the swamp that forms the headwaters of Katoomba Falls. The Council secured a 

$600,000 Caring For Country Grant from the Federal Government for both the track upgrade 

and cultural development activities in the Gully, by matching funds from the Environment 

Levy. 

 

 
 

 

The Gully Interpretive Walk is a Council partnership project with 
the Gully Traditional Owners, funded by the Environment Levy. 
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Case Study: Katoomba Falls Reserve upgrade  

A $400,000 upgrade for a popular stretch of the Prince Henry Cliff Walk, funded from the Environment 

Levy and a grant from the NSW Government, will soon make it easier to experience one of the 

Mountains’ most spectacular night-time views.  

Prince Henry Cliff Walk is visited by more than 100,000 people a year and at night offers magnificent 

floodlit views of Katoomba Falls, Orphan Rock and the Three Sisters.  

As part of the upgrade, the first component of the Katoomba Cascades project will see the installation 

of a 200m boardwalk/concrete path walking track, along with a new lookout balustrade at the Duke 

and Duchess of York Lookout. From here, under-rail night lighting will extend the Reids Plateau night-

lit walk 300m east to the Cascades, where a spectacular new bridge has been established across the 

creek. Once completed, the bridge will provide opportunities to view the breathtaking spectacle of the 

Katoomba Cascades in full flow. 

The upgrade represents a significant investment by the Council in local tourism infrastructure, which 

will not only enhance visitor experiences in our region but also offer a boost to local hospitality and 

tourism operators. 

To help fund the upgrade, we have successfully secured a $170,000 grant from the State 

Government’s Metropolitan Greenspace – Regional Trails Program – one of many co-funding 

arrangements secured by the Council as a result of Levy investment.  

Stage One of the upgrade – between the Duke and Duchess of York Lookout and Katoomba Falls 

Picnic Area – is due for completion in 2014.  

Stage Two – extending to Cliff View Lookout – is due for completion in 2015. 

 
 

 

Work underway on the Prince 
Henry Cliff Walk upgrade. 

The recently upgraded Duke and  
Duchess of York lookout. 
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Why continue the Environment Levy? 

The current Environment Levy expires in June 2015. The Council is seeking community support for a 

renewed Environment Levy. Here are six reasons to continue the Environment Levy. 

1. Protect our creeks, swamps and drinking water 

The Environment Levy allows Council to manage the damaging effects of urban stormwater runoff 

on our creeks and rivers and look after Blue Mountains swamps, other Endangered Ecological 

Communities and rare forests. It also funds water quality monitoring across 50 sites in our City 

allowing timely information on the health of our waterways, including popular recreational sites. 

2. Support local tourism and businesses 

The Blue Mountains’ global reputation as a pristine, beautiful environment is critical for our local 

tourism industry, which attracts over three million visitors a year, contributes $560 million annually 

to our local economy and supports 5000+ local jobs.  Without a renewed Environment Levy, our 

capacity to look after local creeks, bushland, and popular walking track networks would be 

significantly reduced. Tourism is the largest single industry in the Blue Mountains so investing in 

our nature-based infrastructure is also investing in local businesses and creating jobs. This 

includes bush regeneration, the outdoor recreation industry, arboriculture, infrastructure building 

and maintenance trades. 

3. Enhance our local lifestyle 

Our community values the unique Blue Mountains environment and the lifestyle benefits it offers.  

Without a renewed Environment Levy, there would be less protection from pollution, erosion and 

weeds for our City’s natural treasures – and the local bushland, waterfalls, lakes and swimming 

holes that you and your family enjoy. 

4. Protect our world-class environment 

Our City is one of only two cities in the world that is surrounded by a World Heritage Area (WHA). 

Many of the 10,000ha of lands under our care form a protective buffer zone between our City’s 

urban areas and the World Heritage National Park.  By controlling weeds and minimising urban 

stormwater impacts and protecting bushland reserves using Environment Levy funds, we’re also 

helping to protect the surrounding WHA.  A number of Australia’s World Heritage Areas are 

already under scrutiny from UNESCO, including Tasmania’s forests and the Great Barrier Reef. A 

renewed Environment Levy would ensure that the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage listing 

is not put at risk and ensure that future generations can enjoy our rich diversity of plant and 

wildlife. 
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5. Be ready for climate change challenges 

Healthy, robust waterways and bushland will be more resilient to the pressures of climate change 

and will help local species survive.  Without the continuation of the Environment Levy, the Council 

will be less able to manage the potential risks posed by climate change and help local species 

survive the pressures arising from climate change.  

6. Deliver value for money for ratepayers and protect our investment 

With extensive natural areas in our care, every dollar counts. As with private properties, ongoing 

maintenance and repair is the most cost-effective way to look after our local environment. In fact, 

it can be up to seven times more cost-effective to conserve intact ecosystems than to attempt to 

re-establish them after they have significantly degraded.  By continuing the Environment Levy, the 

Council can better protect the investment our community has made in the environment through 

the continuation of projects and partnerships, especially in being able to provide matching funding 

for state and federal environment grant opportunities. 
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What would happen if we didn’t continue the 
Environment Levy? 

Without the Environment Levy, the Council could only afford to run very basic programs (e.g. weed 

control and limited walking track maintenance). With no other programs in place, a more dramatic 

increase in creeks, bushland and walking tracks in poor condition will occur over time, with potential 

closure of some visitor facilities, such as tracks, as a result. 

A particular impact of this scenario would be a significant and rapid loss of the condition improvement 

gained from the funds provided over the life of the current Levy. It would also potentially result in 

significant future costs to ratepayers were the City to re-invest in improving environmental condition at 

some point. 

The Council would also lose the potential revenue raised through co-funding agreements with other 

government agencies (over 36 cents for every Levy dollar since 2005). 

Currently, the Council, with its environmental program, is seen as a highly worthwhile investment by 

environmental funding bodies. A reduction of programs would have an adverse impact on this 

reputation and could result in less external support funding for our City. 

Our capacity to maintain and renew safe visitor facilities and infrastructure in bushland settings across 

the City, including tourism hotspots, would also be reduced. 

 
 

The Environment Levy is helping to protect the endangered forests of the lower Blue Mountains. 
 

 
  

The Environment Levy has proven to be a good investment decision, and it now needs renewal. 
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Have Your Say 

The Council is proposing to apply to the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal – the 

independent regulator that determines local government rates – for a permanent extension to the 

Environment Levy. This proposal is part of a broader package for Resourcing Our Future.  

You are invited to have your say about what level of services you want the Council to deliver - and 

how much you would be prepared to pay for this.  

The Council has developed three options for Resourcing Our Future. 

Options 1 and 2 propose rate increases so we can ensure that we can either IMPROVE (Option 1) or 

MAINTAIN (Option 2) current service levels. These options also include continuation of the existing 

Environment Levy. 

Option 3 only increases rates by the annual allowed rate peg amount (3%) and discontinues the 

Environment Levy. This results in a small decrease to rates in 2015/16. Under this option, service 

levels are reduced and our capacity to care for the environment is diminished. 

Have Your Say on the three proposed options for Resourcing Our Future over the next 10 years on 

public exhibition from Monday 4 August until Monday 15 September.  

To find out more please visit: www.bluemountainshaveyoursay.com.au at Resourcing Our Future from 

Monday 4 August. 

Printed copies can be viewed at the Council’s Katoomba office or in Council libraries. 

Want to know more? 

The Council is required to annually report on its works. For more information on Environment Levy 

projects go to www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/environmentlevy and download our Annual Reports. 
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