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COLLAROY - NARRABEEN BEACH AND FISHERMANS BEACH

WHY IS WARRINGAH COUNCIL  
PREPARING A CZMP?
Collaroy-Narrabeen and Fishermans Beaches are two of 
Warringah’s most iconic and significant locations. These 
beaches and adjacent developments are identified as 
being at particularly high risk from storm damage and 
coastal erosion.

Warringah Council has prepared a draft Coastal Zone 
Management Plan (CZMP) to guide future land use 
planning, development controls and coastal management 
activities at this location. 

The draft CZMP establishes a long term planning 
framework and identifies solutions to manage the current 
and future impacts of coastal processes. Issues addressed 
in the draft CZMP include managing risks to public and 
private built assets, pressures on coastal biodiversity, 
community access and use, as well as safety and enjoyment 
of the beaches.

OBJECTIVES FOR COLLAROY-NARRABEEN 
BEACH AND FISHERMANS BEACH
1. Warringah Council seeks to maintain beach amenity 

into the future as its highest priority. 

2. Warringah Council seeks to enable property owners 
to carry out new development on beachfront and 
near beachfront land adjacent to Collaroy-Narrabeen 
Beach and Fishermans Beach where the risk of 
damage to development from coastline hazards can 
be demonstrated to be acceptably low

3. Property owners will be responsible for protecting 
their property from the impacts of coastal processes. 

4. Warringah Council seeks to maintain its own public 
beachfront and near beachfront assets where it can 
be demonstrated that the risk of damage to public 
beachfront and near beachfront assets from coastal 
hazards is acceptably low. 

HOW THE CZMP WILL BENEFIT THE  
BEACH AND BEACH USERS 
Council seeks to maintain beach amenity into the future 
as its highest priority. The draft CZMP specifies how the 
public beach area will be managed - a wide sandy beach 
with stable dunes is attractive to beach users, but will be a 
challenge to maintain if beaches recede (move landward) 
due to sea level rise.

MAINTAINING A SANDY BEACH

To maintain beach amenity Council will continue to 
place sand taken from suitable building sites, or from the 
entrance of Narrabeen Lagoon (cleared to reduce flooding, 
every 4-5 years), on Collaroy-Narrabeen Beach. 

RESPONDING TO SEA LEVEL RISE

Council will continue to investigate opportunities to add 
sufficient sand to maintain the present beach widths into 
the future, addressing the effects of long term recession 
due to sea level rise.  This “moderate beach nourishment” 
would most economically be achieved by using offshore 
sand sources, which requires changes to legislation, as well 
as collaboration with State Government and other coastal 
councils. 

DUNE MANAGEMENT

The draft CZMP identifies ongoing actions for dune 
management including weed and feral animal control, 
protection of the known vegetation population of Sand 
Spurge, stabilisation of blow-outs and maintenance of 
sight lines to assist Council’s Life Guards and Surf Life 
Savers.

ACCESS 

Council will also continue the implementation of 
maintenance works including repair of fencing and 
walkways.. This will ensure continued and safe access to 
both beaches

HOW THE CZMP WILL BENEFIT  
PROPERTY OWNERS
The draft CZMP identifies ways to enable property owners 
to carry out new development on beachfront and near 
beachfront land. 

Approximately one third of beach front properties at 
Collaroy-Narrabeen Beach are at a high or very high risk 
of damage from coastal erosion. Some already have some 
form of existing protection as shown in the figure below. 

PERMISSION FOR PROTECTIVE WORKS

The only location where coastal protective works by 
property owners are considered to be necessary and 
suitable is south of Devitt Street at Collaroy-Narrabeen 
Beach. Protective works at other locations are not 
necessary or suitable.

Beachfront property owners can submit a Development 
Application for construction of a new seawall or upgraded 
seawall on their property, which they would have to fund.

Beachfront property owners who choose to construct 
new or upgraded seawalls will directly benefit from 
these works. As a result, Council will not provide financial 
assistance for these works.

The location of existing protection works is shown here. 
Image: Approximate known seaward edge of seawalls at 
Collaroy-Narrabeen Beach 

GUIDELINES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OR UPGRADING OF 
PROTECTIVE WORKS

A high priority action in the draft CZMP is to develop 
appropriate guidelines for the construction of seawalls. 
Council will work with landowners, beach users and 
relevant technical experts to address the difficult issues 
such as coordination, funding and maintenance of 
protective works. It is expected that these guidelines on 
the design standards, alignment and required setback 
from the beach will be available in 2015.

DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS

The draft CZMP specifies what type of beachfront 
development will be permitted along Collaroy-Narrabeen 
Beach and Fishermans Beach. 

This will include changes to Council’s current development 
requirements (such as minimum setbacks from the beach 
and foundation requirements) and lead to revisions of 
Council’s Local Environmental Plan and Development 
Control Plan. 

Existing development can remain in its current built form.

WHY NOT PLANNED RETREAT?

Planned retreat is not feasible at Collaroy-Narrabeen 
Beach and Fishermans Beach as the size of the land parcels 
does not allow for homes to be moved outside the area 
impacted by coastal erosion, and purchasing all beachfront 
development at risk would not be financially viable for 
Council.
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
During public exhibition of the draft CZMP the community  
will be invited to participate in the review by: 

Viewing the draft plan and supporting documents online 
at warringah.nsw.gov.au or on displays at Civic Centre, Dee 
Why and Council libraries

Attending a community information one-on-one session  
(see details below)

In addition, Council will be holding meetings with key 
stakeholders including beachfront property owners, Surf 
Life Saving Clubs and surfing groups.

Following completion of the public exhibition a final CZMP 
will be prepared and presented to Council for adoption 
and then submitted the NSW Minister for the Environment 
for certification.  This will include a detailed description of 
community consultation activities, including the topics and 
issues raised as well as how they were addressed.

Once adopted, the actions identified in the CZMP will 
begin to be implemented. The highest priority actions 
relating to providing guidance for the construction of 
protective works and amending land use planning controls 
are expected to be completed before the end of 2015. 

HAVE YOUR SAY
To make a submission on the draft Coastal Zone 
Management Plan for Collaroy-Narrabeen Beach and 
Fishermans Beach:

Write to Warringah Council, 725 Pittwater Road, Dee Why 
2099 marked ‘Draft CZMP’

Email council@warringah.nsw.gov.au

Complete the online feedback form on the project page.

Submissions close Friday 15 August 2014

ONE-ON-ONE COMMUNITY  
INFORMATION SESSIONS

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Berry Hall, Tramshed Arts and  
Community Centre:

Wednesday 30 July 2014 6.30pm - 8.30pm

Saturday 2 August 2014 10am - 12 noon

Please contact Craig Morrison, 9942 2111 to  
book a time for one of these sessions or to  
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