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2  About the Western Sydney Rail Needs Study 
The Australian and NSW governments are 
undertaking a Scoping Study to better understand 
the need, timing and service options for rail 
investment to support Western Sydney and the 
proposed Western Sydney Airport. 

This study will assess if and how rail services 
could be operational at the proposed Western 
Sydney Airport when it opens or, if not, how soon 
afterwards. It will explore the opportunities to best 
sequence any new rail services so that the areas that 
need it most get it first.

This study is predominantly interested in passenger 
rail requirements for Western Sydney. Freight 
requirements for Western Sydney are being 
considered as part of the planning for the Outer 
Sydney Orbital Corridor Preservation Study.

We want to hear your views on the initial set of 
rail service options we have identified for Western 
Sydney and the proposed airport, as well as a range 
of funding approaches. We also want to know 
if there are other rail service options or funding 
approaches that we should consider. Both the 
Australian and NSW governments wish to ensure 
that planning processes are developed through 
genuine community consultation and participation.

The outcome of this study will be a list of preferred 
rail options that will be recommended for further 
investigation through detailed technical analysis. 
The key milestones in the Scoping Study are 
outlined in Figure 1. Ultimately, the outputs from 
this study will form part of the work that informs 
the NSW Government’s updated Long Term 
Transport Master Plan, and support the Greater 
Sydney Commission’s District Plans.

Figure 1 Scoping Study process
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The terms of reference for the Scoping Study are 
available at westernsydneyrail.transport.nsw.gov.au

http://westernsydneyrail.transport.nsw.gov.au
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About this  
discussion paper 
This discussion paper was developed to 
support consultation with the community 
and industry about the Scoping Study. We 
invite you to read this paper and to make 
a submission to the Scoping Study so you 
may have your say in the future of Western 
Sydney’s rail network.

This discussion paper describes:

• The growth of Western Sydney  
(chapter 3)

• Transport projects underway in Western 
Sydney (chapter 4)

• Rail demand in Western Sydney  
(chapter 5) 

• Initial rail service options under 
consideration in the Scoping Study 
(chapter 6)

• The objectives and criteria that will be 
used to assess the rail service options 
(chapter 7)

• Funding and financing options under 
consideration (chapter 8)

• How to respond to the discussion paper 
(chapter 9)

• Next steps (chapter 10)

Note: All information relating to Western 
Sydney Airport in this discussion paper has 
been drawn from the draft Airport Plan or 
draft Environmental Impact Statement for 
Western Sydney Airport released for public 
consultation in October 2015. Some material 
may be updated in the final Environmental 
Impact Statement or Airport Plan. 

About the Western 
Sydney Airport 
In 2014, the Australian Government 
announced that Badgerys Creek would be 
the site for a Western Sydney Airport.

The proposed airport is a once-in-a-
generation opportunity for Western Sydney, 
creating more jobs and new industries, 
and ensuring the growing population and 
economy has access to first-class aviation 
infrastructure. A Western Sydney Airport 
would be operational in the mid-2020s and 
be capable of handling a range of aircraft 
to cater for international, domestic and 
freight services.

The airport would be developed in stages as 
it expands to cater for the growing Western 
Sydney economy and population. It is 
forecast that about five million people will 
use the airport in its first year of operation 
– about the same number of annual 
passengers currently using the Gold Coast 
Airport. Based on growth projections, the 
airport will cater to about 37 million annual 
passengers by 2050 – about the same 
number of annual passengers using Sydney’s 
Kingsford Smith Airport today. Ultimately 
a Western Sydney Airport could cater to 
approximately 80 million people1. 

For more information about the proposed 
airport please go to  
westernsydneyairport.gov.au

1  Western Sydney Airport Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement, 2015, Department of 
Infrastructure and Regional Development, 
Canberra.

http://westernsydneyairport.gov.au
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Study area 
The study area includes parts of the three Metropolitan Districts that make up Western Sydney: West, 
West Central and South West districts2 as shown in Figure 2. The Greater Sydney Commission is producing 
District Plans for these districts and the study assessment process will be based on the land use outcomes 
proposed within the District Plans.

2  For more detail on district areas, go to  
planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-Your-Area/Sydney/A-Plan-for-Growing-Sydney

Figure 2 Study area
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http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-Your-Area/Sydney/A-Plan-for-Growing-Sydney
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Have your say
The Australian and NSW governments want to 
hear your thoughts about the initial rail options 
presented in this discussion paper and any other 
options you believe should be examined in the 
Scoping Study. We also want to hear about when 
you think these options should be delivered and 
what should take priority for investment, along with 
your ideas for how they should be funded. 

Your input will help the Australian and NSW 
governments plan for the future. This discussion 
paper poses a number of questions that may assist 
you in providing feedback. 

Please note that any information provided during 
consultation on the Sydney Metro City & Southwest 
Bankstown to Liverpool extension or the South 
West Rail Link Extension Study will be considered 
as part of the Scoping Study. 

The consultation period for the discussion 
paper is six weeks and submissions are sought 
by 28 October 2016. Following consultation, 
submissions will be reviewed and comments taken 
into account in the final Scoping Study report.

For more information on how to provide your 
feedback, please see chapter 9. 
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