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With construction under way on 
Inland Rail between Parkes and 
Narromine, here’s an overview of 
our work and what to expect in the 
coming months.

With close to 200,000 concrete 
sleepers and over 13,000 tonnes 
of rail delivered, construction is 
in full swing in the first section of 
Inland Rail to be built. 

WHAT DOES THE WORK INVOLVE?

In the Parkes to Narromine (P2N) Inland Rail project, we are 
upgrading 98.4km of existing rail track and building 5.3km 
of new rail track. The existing rail corridor and track will be 
completely rebuilt to improve transit times. 

The work involves removing old rail tracks, sleepers and 
ballast, where track already exists. 

We are also building new railway embankments and culverts, 
and installing new concrete sleepers and rail. 

In addition, we’re upgrading level crossings, signals and 
signage, and installing new fencing along the railway corridor 
where existing fences are in poor condition.

WHAT’S NEW?

1. We have established site compounds 
near Coopers Road, Parkes, and Station 
Lane, Peak Hill. Our staff will use these 
locations as a base to work from.

2. We’ve started building new track between 
Coopers Road and Henry Parkes Way, 
Parkes. This includes starting earthworks 
and building the base for new culverts.

3. Over 28km of existing rail and sleepers 
have been removed, and work on the rail 
formation (the supportive foundations 
of the track) has commenced between 
Goonumbla and Peak Hill.

4. Upgrading the Barber Lane and Wards 
Lane level crossings is under way.

5. We have started building two new level 
crossings at Brolgan Road and Coopers 
Road, Parkes. 

6. The upgrade of private level crossings  
is continuing. 



Removing the clips from old rail before removal 

Removing rail on old track between Parkes and Narromine

Final concrete sleeper delivery on the Parkes to Narromine project Removal of the rail and formation (the foundation of the track)

WHAT’S COMING UP?

In the next few months we will be busy working on:

 � Building the 5.3km of new rail track (the North West 
Connection), including commencing earthworks to 
build the new foundation for the rail. 

 � Finishing the new level crossings at Brolgan Road 
and Coopers Road. We plan to open the two new level 
crossings by mid to late 2019. 

 � Removing existing rail formation from Wards Lane 
through to Peak Hill, and heading north of Peak Hill.  

 � Building culverts along the North West Connection.  

STAYING SAFE NEAR CONSTRUCTION

LOOK OUT, TRAINS OPERATING ON LEVEL CROSSINGS

Trains and track-based equipment will continue to operate throughout construction of the  
P2N project. This means that some level crossings will also remain active. Using existing tracks 
helps us to transport materials more efficiently as we build the new rail line. 

Please follow the road rules when driving across level crossings. This includes giving way 
to any oncoming trains or other equipment using the track. Our work also involves using 
heavy machinery and vehicles both within the rail corridor and travelling to and from the 
construction site. For your safety, please do not enter the rail corridor or the construction 
sites. Please use added caution when driving or walking and observe signage. 



Parkes Peak Hill

When: Wednesday 19 June 2019, 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm

Where:  ARTC Community and Working Hub,  
 290 Clarinda Street, Parkes NSW

When: Thursday 20 June 2019, 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm

Where: Peak Hill RSL, 57/61 Caswell St, Peak Hill 

Volunteer instructors Cait and Chloe with Zaharnah and Creaden

Parkes Ready Mix Concrete, mixing concrete for use on culverts and level 
crossings on Inland Rail

LOCAL BUSINESS FOCUS

We are committed to working with local businesses as we 
build Inland Rail. So far we have spent about $400,000 with  
34 businesses across the region. 

Ready Mix Concrete in Parkes is one of the local businesses 
working with Inland Rail. Manager Matt McCabe’s family-owned 
business is delivering concrete for the culvert bases and road 
crossings across the P2N project. 

Matt usually employs seven staff. However, since the start 
of construction on P2N, Ready Mix Concrete has hired three 
more people from the Parkes community to fulfil demand.

“This project is good for business and the local community”, 
said Matt.“There have been tough times and we feel grateful 
that we can help by employing locally as a direct result of the 
Inland Rail project”. 

SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY

It was safety first for 100 Narromine kids who have learnt to 
swim over the summer with ARTC Inland Rail’s help!  
We’re proud to have helped the Narromine Local Aboriginal 
Land Council (NLALC) provide a vital children’s swimming 
safety program at the Narromine Pool. 

Local kids who participated in the sessions learnt swimming 
skills and water safety to improve their awareness and 
confidence in the water. The kids in the course were also 
issued family season passes so they can continue to practice 
their skills.
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COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIPS AND DONATIONS PROGRAM NOW OPEN!

ARTC Inland Rail is committed to supporting communities 
along the alignment, by making voluntary financial 
contributions to eligible community groups running events, 
projects and activities which contribute to local and regional 
prosperity, wellbeing and sustainability.

The Inland Rail Community Sponsorships and Donations 
Program is now open for applications. Financial requests 
between $1,000 and $4,000 from eligible community 
organisations will be considered. 

Visit inlandrail.com.au/sponsorships for more 
information or to apply.

There are four annual open rounds.

JUNE COMMUNITY FORUMS

Throughout construction, we will hold quarterly community forums to keep you up to date. The forums are a good 
opportunity to find out more about our work, ask questions and provide feedback. Our last forum was in March 2019.  
See below for details about our next forums.
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WANT TO KNOW MORE?

ARTC is committed to working with landowners, communities, state and local 
governments as a vital part of our planning and consultation work, and we value your 
input. If you have any questions or comments about this newsletter, please let us know.

 1800 732 761 (24 hours, 7 days)

 inlandrailnsw@artc.com.au

 ARTC Inland Rail, GPO Box 14, Sydney NSW 2001

inlandrail.com.au

FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you live or work in the Parkes to Narromine area, we will keep you informed about upcoming works that may impact you. 
Information about our work, traffic changes and road closures will be available on our website inlandrail.com.au/p2n. 

The work on Inland Rail between Parkes and Narromine is expected to be completed by mid-2020.

Making a difference on Clean Up Australia Day

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 

We celebrated Clean Up Australia Day in February by getting together to make a difference in Parkes. We collected over  
1,200 items of rubbish off local streets. 

“Parkes is a vibrant regional community full of pride. We too take pride in our work and are always looking for ways to lend a 
helping hand,” said Colin Forde, Project Director, Parkes to Narromine Inland Rail. 


