
Please accept my submission to the LG Act review. 

While it makes sense that the LGA be reframed to focus on core issues of representation, 

governance, and accountability it is important that functional components that relate to service 

provision are not lost. 

Currently the LGA has sections covering road and drainage, and these are omitted from the exposure 

draft. 

You will no doubt receive a number of submissions in relation to this, and the concerns raised 

especially in relation to providing clarity and certainty to the sector and the need for proper 

consultation to determine a way forward. 

From my perspective (which is informed by a very relevant role working as water professional in 

local government and involved in a number of working groups/ networks that are dealing with issues 

ranging from basic service provision to building resilient and healthy cities of the future) there are a 

number of concerns.  

• If the requirements are removed, then local government may be less inclined to act (and 

especially in a rate capped environment).  Under this circumstance there may well be a loss 

of knowledge and expertise as the workforce focus changes; 

• A subsequent realisation that the omission was in error, and a knee jerk/ poorly consulted 

reaction to introduce provisions elsewhere.  This would carry a great risk of perverse 

outcomes. 

Melbourne based councils (working through the Municipal Association of Victoria) are involved in a 

reform of the institutional arrangements for stormwater management (MUSIA).  My observation on 

the process to date is that councils are interested in looking at stormwater management and 

supporting institutional arrangements that can achieve much more than provision of basic drainage 

services, and this is legitimately based on the broader expectations of their communities.  

Uncertainties around the LGA and where it may end up has the real risk of undermining the good 

will and openness to explore more optimal arrangements. 

I have just penned an article for a national publication where I looked briefly at the last 15 or so 

years of water reform in Australia.  In writing it became apparent that many of the policy settings 

that underpin water management generally are not ‘fit for purpose’ for stormwater/ drainage and 

may leave local government in a dis-advantaged position when it comes to accessing resources to 

deliver what are essentially public goods. 

With the right consultation and inputs the reform of the LGA offers an opportunity to ‘get it right’ 

and one that should not be missed. 
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