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Council and the community value, respect and actively participate in the care and management of our natural environment 
for current and future generations. 

Aim

Natural resources are vital to our existence. Our health and well-

being are inextricably linked to the quality of our air, water, soils and 

biological resources.

Our landscapes, seascapes and wildlife are inseparable from our 

culture. Our economy and key industrial sectors are directly and 

indirectly reliant on functioning ecosystems. Natural resources also 

have their own intrinsic value. Their importance goes beyond their 

functional value.

The Tweed’s natural environment is as beautiful as it is diverse, 

combined with scenic rural landscapes and a number of 

attractive towns and villages. The landscape is the shire’s defi ning 

characteristic and one of its greatest assets.

The Mount Warning Caldera is recognised for its diverse and beautiful 

environment — its terrain, scenic values and biodiversity. The shire 

has the third highest biodiversity of fl ora and fauna in Australia, 

behind the World Heritage areas of North Queensland and Southwest 

Western Australia.  

The Tweed Shire also has one of the highest population growth 

rates in NSW. This places a wide range of pressures on the natural 

environment and puts Council in an important position in terms of 

managing the shire’s natural resources and population growth in an 

ecologically sustainable way.

The 2011/2021 Tweed Community Strategic Plan acknowledges 

that the management, protection, conservation and restoration of 

the shire’s environmental assets are vitally important, because it 

is environment that ultimately supports society and the economy. 

Without a healthy environment, local food and water supply is 

jeopardised, our highly regarded quality of life declines, tourism and 

associated business suffer and the shire  becomes a less attractive 

place to live, work and visit.

In 2004, improving water quality and river fl ows was highlighted as 

a priority to safeguard aquaculture, fi shing and lifestyle amenities.  

Urban expansion and agricultural activities were cited as potential 

causes of further deterioration in water quality and amenity through 

siltation, pollution and algal blooms.

Pressures on the coastal environment is likely to continue, given 

planned expansion of urban areas along the coastal zone.  A long-

term environmental management framework has been developed 

to protect the qualities of beaches, dune systems, wetlands, wildlife 

habitats and the management of extensive environmental protection 

areas.  The establishment of wildlife corridors was necessary to 

protect fl ora and fauna species from extinction. 

Good quality agricultural land is a limited resource under increasing 

pressure from urban and rural-residential development. Urban and 

rural expansion is having a negative impact on the preservation of 

indigenous and non-indigenous cultural places and values.

The protection of rural landscapes threatened by a decline in 

agriculture activities was highlighted as a priority in Tweed Futures 

04/24.  The landscape of the Tweed must be preserved together 

with Aboriginal heritage and other built heritage items with cultural 

signifi cance or educational values.

Tweed Futures 04/24 also highlighted that quality urban design was 

essential to retain the distinctive character of towns and villages in 

the shire.

The Tweed has extensive areas with parks and reserves, which 

provides an opportunity for integrated management, particularly 

along the coast.  Improved coordination between Council and other 

agencies, plus effective planning controls over privately owned land 

within important landscapes, will provide improved amenity for all 

stakeholders.

Challenge

Caring for the environment
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Key Objectives and Strategies: Caring for the Environment

Source Document 
(see p23)

Key Contributors

Objective 4.1 Protect the environment and natural beauty of the Tweed.

4.1.1 Retain open space and greenbelts for conservation and for all people 
to enjoy.

28 Department of 
Planning;
Community Groups

4.1.2 Maintain a coastline that is enjoyed and managed for current and 
future generations.

6, 20, 28 DECCW; Department 
of Planning

4.1.3 Protect and manage coastal and inland waterways for the enjoyment 
of current and future generations.

6 DECCW; Waterways; 
Department of 
Primary Industries 

4.1.4 Enhance and protect biodiversity for current and future generations. 28 Various NSW 
Government 
Departments

4.1.5 Protect and manage bushland and scenic landscapes for current and 
future generations.

22 NSW Parks and 
Wildlife

Council Role: Provider, Partner

Objective 4.2 Conserve native fl ora and fauna and their habitats

4.2.1 Promote the protection of native vegetation and wildlife habitat of 
high conservation value, social or cultural signifi cance in Tweed 
Shire.

20, 35 DECCW; NRCMA; 
DoP; Developers; 
Community

4.2.2 Encourage and promote rehabilitation and management of native 
vegetation and wildlife habitat in Tweed Shire.

20, 35 DECCW; NRCMA; 
Landcare; 
Landholders 

4.2.3 Recognise the social and economic impacts of managing vegetation. 20, 35 DECCW; NRCMA; 
Developers; DoP

4.2.4 Promote and encourage partnerships between the community and 
governments through consultation and participation.

20, 35 DECCW; NRCMA; 
Landcare; 
Landholders

4.2.5 Establish and promote a framework for the implementation, 
continued development and monitoring of vegetation management 
and planning measures.

20, 35 DECCW; NRCMA; 
Landcare

Council Role: Provider

Objective 4.3 Maintain and enhance Tweed’s waterways and its catchments 

4.3.1 Manage water resources sustainably and minimise impact on 
the environment by achieving more integration of water supply, 
wastewater and stormwater services.

15 DECCW; DoP; 
NRCMA

4.3.2 Improve urban stormwater discharge through Water Sensitive Urban 
Design.

33 DoP; Developers; 
Private Industry

4.3.3 Improve rural stormwater discharge quality and ecosystem health 
through best practice land management.

5, 33 Rural Landholders; 
Landcare

Council Role: Provider, Partner

Objective 4.4 Manage the Tweed Coastline to ensure a balance between utilisation and conservation

4.4.1 Recognise and accommodate natural processes and climate change. 6, 20 DECCW

4.4.2 Protect and enhance the aesthetic qualities of the coastal zone. 6, 20 DECCW; DoP

4.4.3 Provide for appropriate public access and use. 6, 20 DECCW; DoP

Council Role: Provider, Partner
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Caring for the 

Environment indicators

• Health of bushland
• Waste diverted from landfi ll
• Water quality
• Energy and water consumption

• Renewable energy usage
• Area of bushland under active  
   management
• Number of endangered species

Objective 4.5 Improve the environmental capacity of Tweed agricultural lands

4.5.1 Promote and encourage sustainable and innovative agricultural 
practices.

28 DII; Research 
Organisations

4.5.2 Promote and encourage partnerships between farming 
communities, governments and research institutions through 
consultation and participation.

28 DII; Research 
Organisations

4.5.3 Provide information and support on sustainable land use practices to 
the agricultural community.

28 DII; NRCMA

Council Role: Provider, Promoter

Tweed Snapshot
General
Population

2009 – 89,000
Growth Rate

• Tweed 2.5% p/a = 2200 people p/a
Compared to:

• Northern Rivers 1.9%
• NSW 2.1%
Forecast

• 2031 - 125,000
Unemployment rates – March 2010

• Tweed 5.8%
• NSW 5.9%
Median weekly income

$683.00
Median residential sale price

• Tweed $455,000
• Sydney $498,000
Median residential rent three-bedroom 

home

$350 per week – June 2010

Infrastructure
• Two public hospitals
• 39 primary schools
• 11 secondary schools
• Three libraries        
• Two TAFE campuses           
• Southern Cross University
• Gold Coast Airport
           * 4.4 million domestic passengers
 in 2009/10
           * 755,000 international passengers
 in 2009/10

Business and industry

• 9800 GST registered businesses
Major industries

• Retail
• Tourism
           * 33 motels
           * 19 caravan parks
           * 481 holiday fl ats/units
• Property development
• Agriculture

Environment
Total area – 1307km2
Total fauna species – 3340
Gazetted National Parks and nature reserves
• Approximately 19,000 hectares
• 9% of total shire area

Since Tweed Futures 04/24 was developed in 
2004, the Tweed’s population has grown by more 
than 10 per cent and 1700 new land parcels have 
been created in response to growth needs.
This increases demand for new services and 
places greater demand on existing infrastructure.


