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In March 2015 the Victorian Government announced an update to Plan Melbourne, known as the 
Plan Melbourne refresh. A Discussion Paper has been developed to guide consultation with local government, 
industry, planning experts and the community. Comments and submissions on the Discussion Paper can be made 
until 18 December 2015. Community and stakeholder feedback will inform a revised Plan Melbourne 2016.

SCOPE OF THE REFRESH

The Plan Melbourne refresh is not intended to be a 
comprehensive re-write of Plan Melbourne 2014. It builds 
on the extensive work and consultation underpinning Plan 
Melbourne 2014. There is bipartisan support for much of 
Plan Melbourne 2014. Plan Melbourne 2016 will maintain 
its key priorities but also strengthen the focus on housing 
affordability, climate change and energy efficiency.

The refresh also provides opportunity to update Plan 
Melbourne 2014 to reflect government transport commitments 
and priorities. It will also document progress in implementing 
Plan Melbourne initiatives and actions and better define how 
they will be measured, update data and improve the strategy’s 
clarity and usability. A further review of Plan Melbourne 2016 
and updates to its implementation plan will occur every 
5 years – the next being in 2021.

Plan Melbourne 2016 will be published in the first half of 2016 
following a review of updated data, submissions and advice 
from a Ministerial Advisory Committee (MAC).

Plan Melbourne 2014 was prepared with input from a MAC and 
extensive public and stakeholder consultation. The MAC was 
reconvened in March 2015 to advise the Minister for Planning 
on the Plan Melbourne refresh. The MAC’s Terms of Reference 
are available at www.planmelbourne.vic.gov.au

The MAC provided a further report in May 2015 to inform the 
refresh of Plan Melbourne which has been released alongside 
this discussion paper. The MAC will provide a final report to the 
Minister on the refreshed Plan Melbourne 2016.
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PLAN MELBOURNE REFRESH TIMEFRAME

Phase 1 Development JUNE – OCTOBER 2015

Plan Melbourne Discussion paper developed

Phase 2 Consultation OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2015

• Discussion paper released for public comment
• Stakeholder engagement program conducted

Phase 3 Plan development FIRST HALF 2016

• Public submissions reviewed
• Plan Melbourne 2016 prepared

Phase 4 Delivery MID 2016

Plan Melbourne 2016 released and incorporated 
into planning schemes

Visit www.planmelbourne.vic.gov.au

• Read the discussion paper 
and other consultation materials

• Make a formal submission
• Post a comment or question

Deadline for submissions and 
comments is 18 December 2015

What is not changing

Plan Melbourne 2016 will maintain the focus on:
• Providing for employment in an expanded central city, and state-

significant employment clusters and industrial precincts

• Transforming the transport system to support a more efficient, 
productive city with improved travel options to increase social 
and economic participation

• Directing growth and increased development intensity to 
strategic locations

• Achieving a city of ‘20-minute neighbourhoods’

• Delivering a compact urban form with a fixed urban growth boundary

• Protecting environmental values and agricultural productivity 
in green wedges and the peri-urban area

• Supporting growth in regional Victoria

What is changing

The refresh of Plan Melbourne will strengthen the focus on climate change, energy efficiency and housing affordability. 
It also provides the opportunity to update Plan Melbourne 2014 to:

• Achieve an enduring strategy with a focus on longer-term 
rather than short-term actions

• Incorporate current transport commitments and priorities, 
including the Melbourne Metro Rail Project

• Reflect progress in implementation of Plan Melbourne 
2014 related policy reviews, such as transport initiatives, 
the implementation of new residential zones, apartment 
standards, regional growth plans, updating of Precinct 
Structure Plan Guidelines, Open Space and Boulevards 
strategies and the Yarra River Strategy

• Better define how implementation and outcomes will 
be measured

• Update data and projections. Victoria in Future 2015 indicates 
changes to population and economic growth projections 
will not be significant and will not affect the challenges to be 
addressed by the metropolitan strategy

• Reflect significant changes in the form of housing being 
developed which affects the associated projections in Plan 
Melbourne 2014

• Recognise new entities and governance changes

• Improve clarity and usability
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