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DELIVERING JOBS AND INVESTMENT

Plan Melbourne refresh Discussion Paper 
includes options to examine how planning 
might generate jobs and investment across 
the city. Planning for the expanded central 
city, and particularly in urban renewal 
precincts, will aim to secure commercial 
development opportunities and preserve the 
early delivery of key transport infrastructure.

THE EMPLOYMENT AND 
INVESTMENT CHALLENGE

Melbourne’s population is expected to almost double from 
4.4 million to 7.7 million by 2051. By 2031 there is expected to 
be another 1.7 million jobs. The economy is also changing, 
moving from a manufacturing base to a business services 
sector which has grown substantially to become a large 
contributor to Victoria’s economy. One third of these 
additional jobs will be in Melbourne’s central region.
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GET INVOLVED IN 
PLAN MELBOURNE REFRESH

OPTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Preserving commercial development opportunities

The discussion paper includes options to support the expanded 
central city, including a pipeline of urban renewal precincts, and 
a supply of well-located land for commercial and residential 
development. This will provide Melbourne with a competitive 
advantage as a place to invest and to develop as the nation’s 
largest commercial and residential hub by 2040.

National Employment Clusters and Innovation

Plan Melbourne 2014 identifies six existing and emerging 
National Employment Clusters: Monash, Parkville, Dandenong 
South, La Trobe, Sunshine, and East Werribee. There is a focus 
on innovation in employment in these locations particularly 
in knowledge-based research, biotechnology and high-end 
manufacturing. National Employment Clusters are also intended 
to develop as mixed use centres and include residential, retail 
and commercial development. 

The discussion paper includes an option to give greater 
prominence to the importance of innovation in these clusters.

Activity centres 

Plan Melbourne 2014 outlines that Metropolitan Activity Centres 
play a strategically important role and are intended to play 
a major service delivery role, including government, health, 
justice and education services, retail and commercial, and 
provide a diverse range of jobs, activities and housing.

Through Plan Melbourne refresh there is an opportunity to more 
clearly define the role and strategic directions for activity centres 
as part of the Metropolitan Melbourne Structure Plan. 

Protecting strategic agricultural land 

Plan Melbourne 2014 showed that highly productive agricultural 
land around Melbourne is under threat from urban encroachment 
and residential development. It is noted that opportunities 
for efficient food production techniques, such as intensive 
greenhouse agricultural production, need careful consideration 
in terms of securing environmental and economic values.

Plan Melbourne refresh will evaluate the range of planning 
mechanisms available to protect strategic agricultural land 
and regulate the development of different agricultural sectors.

Extractive industries 

The value of production from quarries in Victoria is estimated 
at $760 million per year. Areas set aside for quarries more than 
30 years ago are now depleted or unavailable due to the spread 
of the city and protection of native grassland areas. Strategic 
resources needed for future supply to 2051 may be at risk due to 
other land uses encroaching. 

The Resources branch of Department of Economic Development 
Jobs Transport and Resources last year established an Extractive 
Industries Taskforce. The Taskforce has commissioned a quarry 
materials supply and demand analysis and will map potential 
demand and sources to 2051.

The discussion paper includes an option to support the 
implementation of the Extractive Industries Taskforce through 
the planning scheme.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

How can the significance and roles of the National Employment 
Clusters as places of innovation and knowledge-based 
employment be better articulated in Plan Melbourne 2016?

Should planning for National Employment Clusters focus 
on core institutions and businesses, or should a broader 
approach be taken that looks beyond the core institutions 
and businesses?

What do you think of broadening the East Werribee and 
Dandenong South National Employment Clusters to 
encompass the full range of activities and employment 
activities that make up these areas?

Do you have any comments on the designation of activity 
centres or the criteria for new activity centres as outlined in 
the discussion paper?

What types of agricultural land and agricultural activities 
need to be protected and how could the planning system 
better protect them?

Do you have any comments in relation to 
extractive industries?
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