
sustainabilityImagine
Climate change
Australians produce more greenhouse 
gases per capita than anyone else in 
the world – driven largely by our heavy 
reliance on the private car, and reliance on 
fossil fuels for the production of electricity. 
More efficient use of transport, electricity 
and shifts to alternative forms of energy 
will be central to our environmental 
future, and can be influenced by Council 
policies and programs in a variety of ways.

Climate change is by far the most 
significant environmental issue facing 
our Council and  community as a whole. 
Impacts that have been felt by Charles 
Sturt to date include increased frequency 
of flood events, increased frequency and 
severity of heat waves and death of trees 
and landscaping during heat waves.  

In future, it is likely that these impacts 
will also include faster degradation and 
cracking of Council roads and footpaths, 
more frequent coastal storms and 
resulting infrastructure damage and 
a requirement for Council to develop 
policies that define a ‘line of protection’ or 
similar in coastal areas.

Moving to energy efficient public 
lighting is the single most important 
thing a Council can do to reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions, and its 
exposure to the financial impacts of 
rising electricity prices and a carbon 
tax. The City of Charles Sturt has 

now negotiated the installation of energy 
efficient compact fluorescent and LED 
public lights in all major developments.

Water and Biodiversity
Charles Sturt is a major user of water, 
and owns most of our community’s 

stormwater infrastructure. Because of 
this responsibility for stormwater, Council 
policies and programs have the potential 
to significantly impact the sustainability 
of water management across our area. 
Waterproofing the West is a $62m joint 
stormwater harvesting and reuse project 
of Council and the State and Federal 
governments that will see stormwater 
harvesting in wetlands in three sites 
across the City. Biodiversity, not only in 
Council reserves but also along the River 
Torrens Linear Park and in the coastal 
dunes is also a priority area for Council. 

Waste and recycling
Our blue-lidded waste bins still contain 
very high proportions of easily recycled 
items. On average, these bins still contain 
40% food scraps (which can be sent for 
composting using the green organics bin) 
and 20% paper and cardboard (which 
could be recycled using the yellow-lidded 
recycling bin). Disposing of waste in landfill 
is also becoming more expensive over 
time and for the first time it is cheaper 
to recycle most general household 
items than to send them to landfill. The 
exception is electronic waste (e-waste) 
which is hazardous, costly and potentially 
dangerous to dispose of. The volume of 
e-waste has increased over time and is 
expected to peak in the lead up to the 
analogue television switch off in 2013. 

Changing urban form
Urban sprawl is not sustainable. The 
traditional practice in South Australia of 
developing more and more agricultural 
land for the purpose of building low 
density housing suburbs, that are located 
far from the centre of Adelaide, locks 
residents into car dependency and can’t 
be supported from a sustainability 
standpoint. 

As a council area located close to the CBD, 
with a good network of public transport 
and cycling infrastructure either in place 
or planned for coming years, Charles Sturt 
is well placed to facilitate more compact, 
environmentally sustainable buildings 
and the adoption of  more sustainable 
lifestyles by residents. 

What should  
Council’s environmental 

priorities be? 

How important is it 
that Council plays 
a role in creating a 
more environmentally 
sustainable community? 
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