
Noise
What is Noise?
Noise may be defined as any sound that interferes with your ability to 
communicate. It is perceived differently from one person to the next and affects 
some more than others.

How is this project dealing with noise?
In September 2015, Port Macquarie-Hastings Council appointed SMEC Australia 
to continue with the preconstruction activities which include understanding the 
impact of noise. A critical part of these activities is an environmental assessment 
that incorporates the measurement and impact of noise and is supported by the 
following NSW policy and guidelines on road traffic noise:

 ■  NSW Environment Protection Authority’s Road Noise Policy (2011)

 ■  Roads and Maritime Noise Criteria Guideline (December 2014)

 ■  Roads and Maritime Noise Mitigation Guideline (December 2014)

These documents are available online at www.epa.nsw.gov.au/noise and  
www.rms.nsw.gov.au (go to the environment page).

A noise assessment report has been prepared as part of this process.

How is road traffic noise assessed?
 ■  Noise monitoring is undertaken throughout the project area. VIPAC 

Engineers and Scientists Ltd carried out noise monitoring at over 200 
separate locations throughout the project corridor.

 ■  The outcome of this monitoring allows a description of the noise to be 
developed and incorporates  landscape, road location, background 
noise, traffic projections and sensitive receivers (such as places 
of worship, hospitals and schools).  Noise levels are calculated on 
predicted traffic volumes when the road opens and 10 years after 
completion.

The outcome of the noise assessment for this 
project
The report concluded that as a result of the proposed upgrade, maximum noise 
levels in the area would generally be within the noise guidelines.

Based on this report, no noise barriers will be installed. If your property has been 
assessed as being directly affected, you will have already been contacted by the 
project team to discuss specific noise treatments for your property.

How can I get further information?
The Review of Environmental Factors (REF) will contain more information and 
this will be made available for viewing at the next Community Information 
Session later in the year.  
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