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Community Consultation
Council welcomes feedback from our 
community regarding the proposed 
activities and associated funding 
arrangements contained within the  
draft Annual Business Plan and Budget 
for 2018-19.

Community consultation will be open 
from 8 May to 1 June 2018.

A full copy of Council’s draft Annual 
Business Plan and Budget 2018-19 is 
available to view at Council Offices, 
library depots or by visiting Council’s 
website www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au

To Make a Submission
‘Have Your Say’ by completing a  
submission on Council’s website at  
www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au or 
by visiting Council’s ‘My Say’ site  
mysay.alexandrina.sa.gov.au

Written responses can be sent to:

Alexandrina Council  
PO Box 21 
GOOLWA SA 5214

or via email: alex@alexandrina.sa.gov.au

All submissions or comments will need 
to be received by Council no later than 
5.00pm on Friday, 1 June 2018.

Public Meeting
A formal public meeting to hear 
representations on the draft Annual 
Business Plan and Budget will be held 
in conjunction with the Council Meeting 
from 5.00pm on Monday, 4 June 2018 
at the Alexandrina Council Community 
Chambers, 11 Cadell Street, Goolwa.

If you would like to have your say at 
the Public Meeting, please register your 
interest by contacting Council on  
8555 7000 by 5pm Friday, 25 May 
2018.

A report containing all submissions 
on the draft Annual Business Plan and 
Budget 2018-19 will be presented to 
the Council meeting on Monday,  
18 June 2018.

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

* Front cover image, Milang foreshore 
Photo courtesy of Muhammad Rashid
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Introduction by  
Mayor Keith Parkes

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

On behalf of Elected Members and staff, 
I am pleased to present the draft Annual 
Business Plan and Budget for 2018-19.

Our draft Annual Business Plan and 
Budget has been guided by the 
Alexandrina “Connecting Communities” 
2014-23 Community Strategic Plan.

The development of Council’s draft 
Annual Business Plan and Budget is 
an important part of our planning. It 
sets out Council’s proposed services, 
programs and projects for the 2018-19 
financial year. 

In preparing the draft plan, Council is 
mindful of the future challenges and 
continuing economic uncertainty facing 
our communities. 

The draft plan includes both the 
maintenance of existing services and  
new initiatives proposed for the 
community, and follows the strategic 
directions outlined in Council’s  
Strategic Plan, Long Term Financial 
Management Plan and Infrastructure & 
Asset Management Plan.

The draft plan reflects our commitment 
to supporting growth in the Alexandrina 
region, while continuing to provide the 
best possible mix of proposed services, 
infrastructure and facilities for our 
communities. 

Some of the key initiatives proposed for 
this year include:

• Increased expenditure of 130%  
on the rural Roadside Tree Trimming 
program.

• Increased expenditure on our 
unsealed road network, including 
a 150% increase to Council’s 
material budget and the provision 
of a second water truck to enhance 
efficiencies. 

• Commencement of the new Mount 
Compass Recreation Park.

• Provision of funding to build state-
of-the-art Surf Life Saving Club 
facilities within the Alexandrina 
region.

• Upgrade of the Strathalbyn Senior 
Citizens building, in collaboration 
with the Strath Neighbourhood 
Centre.

• The continuation of the Sandergrove 
Road, Strathalbyn project to 
underground powerlines and 
upgrade the streetscape.

The increased service levels for rural 
roadside tree trimming and unsealed 
road maintenance, equates to 1% of the 
proposed 3.6% rate increase. Community  
and Council have recoginised this as an 
important and necessary investment.

Council will endeavour to implement 
efficiency and budget containment 
measures initiatives throughout the year 
so as to improve the overall operating 
result. 

Alexandrina Council Elected Members 
and staff are conscious of the need to 
provide a responsible and sustainable 
budget that delivers maximum benefit for 
the whole community.

Kind regards

Mayor Keith Parkes
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The preparation of the draft Annual 
Business Plan and Budget identifies  
what services and projects Council is 
proposing to provide in the forthcoming 
financial year, and importantly how it 
plans to allocate its budget.

Alexandrina Connecting 
Communities

The draft Annual Business Plan and 
Budget is aligned with Council’s  
2014-2023 Community Strategic Plan, 
that guides Alexandrina’s vision of 
“Connecting Communities”. 

These plans reinforce Council’s 
commitment to supporting an 
economically, socially, culturally and 
environmentally sustainable community,  
where every Council decision must 
consider an assessment against these 
criteria, and will be reflected against 
Council’s agenda of ecologically 
sustainable development.

Council’s strategic direction is to 
fulfil its four major community 
aspirations that will shape the future of 
Alexandrina. Those aspirations are:

• Innovate throughout our Region
• Thrive in ‘Clean Green’ Futures
• Activate our Spaces
• Participate in Wellbeing

Alexandrina’s Connecting Communities 
is backed by our community’s shared 
passion to act now, lead locally and 
regionally, pursue national opportunities 
and adapt to global trends. The draft 
Annual Business Plan and Budget seeks 

to achieve our community aspirations, 
and progress them in the interests of 
the whole Alexandrina community.

The draft Annual Business Plan and 
Budget is clearly focussed on what can 
be achieved or delivered in the short 
term. Some of these deliverables are 
mandated through State or Federal 
legislation, and local laws; other 
outcomes or services are discretionary 
and are delivered through the 
operations of Alexandrina Council to 
meet the needs and aspirations of the 
community it represents.

Your Rates

Rates are Council’s main source of 
income and are applied to all levels of 
Council’s operations and capital  
projects to provide the level of services 
that meet community needs. 

The proposed average general rate 
increase is 3.6%, inclusive of  
increased spending on unsealed  
road maintenance and the rural  
roadside tree trimming program.

I am pleased to report that Council 
administration has worked diligently  
in identifying efficiency savings of  
0.6%, so as to keep rate increases  
to a minimum.

Your Voice

A large number of Council’s decisions 
are based on the need to listen and 
act on the views of the community. 
Public consultation takes many forms 
including public forums, focus groups, 
static displays, information sessions, 
submissions, surveys, online engagement 
and by making representations at a 
General Council meeting.

The draft Annual Business Plan and 
Budget will be subject to extensive 
community consultation and 
engagement, together with Council’s 
rating policy. 

Your Vision

We have heard your vision to improve 
our environment in order for it to thrive, 
to stimulate and innovate our regional 
economy, to improve the quality of life 
and wellbeing for all and to increase 
cultural vitality and activate vibrant 
communities. Council shares this vision 
and by implementing its Strategic Plan 
through the draft Annual Business 
Plan and Budget, we will embrace 
the challenges of securing a far more 
sustainable future for all generations. 

By working together, we can continue 
to build a better community and ensure 
that Alexandrina’s vision of ‘Connecting 
Communities’ is achieved.

Glenn Rappensberg

Chief Executive Officer 

From the 
Chief Executive Officer

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S
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Collectively, Elected Members have 
a key role in determining policy and 
making decisions that impact on the 
future plans for the district as well as 
the lives and livelihoods of individuals 
and organisations contained within it.

The role of the Elected Members is to:

• participate in the deliberations and 
civic activities of Council

• formulate Council’s objectives  
and policies

• keep Council’s objectives and policies 
under review to ensure they are 
appropriate and effective

• keep Council’s resource allocation, 
expenditure and activities, and the 
efficiency and effectiveness of its 
service delivery, under review

• represent the interests of residents 
and ratepayers, to provide community 
leadership and guidance, and to 
facilitate communication between the 
community and Council.

Elected Members
and Ward Boundaries

Your Council

Angas - Bremer

Goolwa - Hindmarsh

Nangkita - Kuitpo

WARD

Alexandrina Council has 
five wards which are 
represented by twelve 
elected members.  
Council is made up of  
the Mayor (Chairperson)  
and eleven Ward 
Councillors.
The map opposite reflects our ward 
boundaries. Port Elliot - Middleton

Strathalbyn
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Goolwa – Hindmarsh Island 
Councillor Karen Lume

Goolwa – Hindmarsh Island 
Councillor Jim Davis

Goolwa – Hindmarsh Island 
Councillor Frank Tuckwell

Goolwa – Hindmarsh Island 
Councillor James Stewart

Nangkita – Kuitpo 
Councillor Grant Gartrell

Strathalbyn
Councillor Anne Woolford

Strathalbyn 
Councillor Ben Brazzalotto

Angas Bremer 
Councillor Barry Featherston 

Angas Bremer 
Councillor Michael Farrier

Port Elliot – Middleton 
Councillor Madeleine Walker

Deputy Mayor

Port Elliot – Middleton 
Councillor Michael Scott
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1 Living an inspiring vision
2  Communicating our strategies and goals
3 Developing our people
4 Recognising our people
5 Caring for our people
6 Listening and adapting to our customers’ needs
7 Continually improving our systems

Environmental
Council is committed to 
managing, protecting and 
enhancing the natural and 
built environment in an 
ecologically sustainable 
manner.

Social
Council is committed to 
developing its community 
in an equitable, ethical 
and responsible manner by 
encouraging and developing 
initiatives for improving 
the quality of life of the 
community.

Economic
Council is committed to 
sustainable economic 
development that achieves  
a balance of economic,  
social, environmental and 
cultural aspects.

Cultural
Council is committed to the 
vitality that communities and 
individuals enjoy through 
participation in recreation, 
creative and cultural 
activities, and the freedom to 
retain, interpret and express 
their arts, history, heritage 
and traditions.

The Alexandrina Council and its 
communities acknowledge the Ngarrindjeri 
people as the traditional custodians of the 
lands and waters of our Council district.

Our Commitment to Sustainability

Our Vision,
Mission &
Core Values
Alexandrina Connecting Communities
Be involved…

Alexandrina 
Council operates 
in accordance 
with seven  
core values:

8 | Alexandrina Council
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Our Vision,
Mission &
Core Values

Activate our  
Spaces

Innovate 
throughout 
our Region

Participate 
in Wellbeing

Thrive in  
Clean Green  

Futures

ALEXANDRINA 
CONNECTING 

COMMUNITIES

RESILIENT  
Economy

PROTECTION  
of Water Resources

PRODUCTIVE 
Community Assets

PROGRESSIVE 
Approaches to  
Climate Change

PROACTIVE 
Leadership & 

Accountability

 ENHANCED 
Biodiversity

 VIBRANT 
Communities

SELF-SUSTAINING 
Communities

ACCESSIBLE 
Services & Opportunities

COLLABORATIVE 
Community Ventures

 LIVEABILITY 
Of Townships  
& Rural Areas

 MEMORABLE 
Experiences

Strategic Priorities • Inspiring Regional Excellence
• Regional Collaboration
• Grow, Eat, Share
• Climate-ready Communities
• Alexandrina Experiences ‘Just Add…’
• Something For Every Age, At Every Stage

Aspirations Innovate 
throughout our 
Region

Thrive in 
‘Clean, Green’ 
Futures

Activate our 
Spaces

Participate  
in Wellbeing

Outcomes Resilient Economy Progressive 
Approaches to 
Climate Change

Vibrant 
Communities

Accessible 
Services and 
Opportunities

Productive  
Community Assets

Protection of  
Water Resources

Memorable 
Experiences

Collaborative 
Community 
Ventures

Proactive 
Leadership and 
Accountability

Enhanced 
Biodiversity

Liveability of 
Townships  
and Rural Areas

Self Sustaining 
Communities

Community Strategic Plan 2014-23 Framework

A full copy of the Community Strategic Plan can be viewed on Council’s website at www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au
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Council’s  
Services
All councils have mandatory 
responsibilities under the Local 
Government Act, the Development 
Act, the Public and Environmental 
Health Act, the Natural Resources 
Management Act and other relevant 
legislation. These include:

• regulatory activities such as 
maintaining the voters roll, keeping 
property ownership data and 
supporting the elected Council

• setting rates, preparing an  
annual budget and developing  
longer-term strategic management 
plans for the area

• management of infrastructure 
including roads, footpaths, parks, 
public open space, street lighting  
and storm-water drainage

• street cleaning, rubbish collection  
and recycling

• development planning and regulatory 
control, including building safety 
assessment

• various environmental health 
programs, animal mangement and 
community safety

• protection of natural resources 
including coastal areas and  
rivers.

In response to community need, 
Council also provides the following 
services and programs:

• libraries
• community centres
• aged care services
• youth development
• economic development
• environmental sustainability programs
• community wellbeing programs
• art galleries.

Council also operates a number of 
facilities on a fee for service basis. 
These provide important community 
benefits, while also generating revenue 

to help deliver a value for money 
service, and include:

• property leasing
• caravan parks
• community waste and wastewater 

management schemes.

Service information presented in 
Appendix B of this document, includes 
an indication of the core business 
actions and key indicators, where 
appropriate; and how the service 
contributes to the achievement of 
Council’s strategic objectives.
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A number of  
significant factors 
have influenced 
the preparation of 
Council’s draft Annual 
Business Plan and 
Budget 2018-19.

A number of significant factors have 
influenced the preparation of Council’s 
draft Annual Business Plan and Budget 
2018-19. These include:

• increased demand for resources to 
maintain the safety of Council’s road 
network. This includes increased 
materials for unsealed road 
maintenance of 150%, as well as 
an increase in rural roadside tree 
trimming of 130%, to better align 
with expected growth patterns

• costs relating to the completion of 
repairs to storm damaged bridges, 
partially offset by external funding

• the Local Government Price Index 
2.6% (estimated March 2018)

• the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 2.1% 
(estimated March 2018)

• additional rate increases of 1.5% 
per annum above CPI, to ensure 
sustainability

• contributions to new and upgraded 
Surf Life Saving facilities within 
the council area have been 
accommodated while still achieving  
a small operating surplus in 2018-19

• an increase in resident population, 
estimated to reach 25,889 persons 
in 2017. Following the 2016 Census,  
Alexandrina’s resident population 
has exceeded that estimation to 
26,541 persons for 2017. Population 
growth has increased from 0.6% to 
1.9% in the past year. 

• investment of $19.7 million in  
2018-19 for the renewal of existing 
assets and construction of new 
infrastructure, as per the ten year 
Infrastructure & Asset Management 
Plan 

• at this stage Council is not expecting 
to be financially impacted by China’s 
recent ban on recieving recyclable 
waste.

On 18 April 2016, Council adopted 
a new Long Term Financial Plan and 
Infrastructure & Asset Management Plan.  
These plans were adopted following 
significant consideration by Council 
and community, with figures updated 
annually. Council has been mindful of 
the community’s ability to pay and have 
balanced this against Council’s strategic 
direction and its social and economic 
objectives. 

The proposed average rate increase 
will be 3.6% (2.1% CPI and 1.5% 
sustainability). However, the actual 
increase payable by any individual 
ratepayer may be more or less than 
this depending on the movement in the 
capital value of each property. 

The State Valuation Office is yet to 
finalise their overall assessment at the 
time of preparing this draft Business 
Plan, however they have advised they are 
actively undertaking a review of property 
valuations within our district. 

The proposed rate increases will again 
be capped. The capping proposed will be 
12% for resident ratepayers and 50% for 
non resident ratepayers in 2018-19.  

Focus on  
2018-19
Significant Influences  
and Priorities 2018-19



Focus on  
2018-19
Significant Influences  
and Priorities 2018-19

Components of Proposed 3.6% Rate Increase* Percentage 
%

Value 
$

Internal Efficiency Savings (0.6%)  ($11) 

Delivery of Existing Services 2.8%  $49 

Including:  CPI increase in existing costs 2.1%

                 Utility increases above CPI 0.1%

Delivery of New and Improved Services 1.4%  $24 

Including:  Improvement to Rural Tree Trimming Practices 0.6%

                 Improvement to Unsealed Road Maintenance 0.4%

Rate Increase (Existing Rateable Properties) 3.6%  $62 

* The proposed average rate increase of 3.6% is equivalent to an increase of $62 per annum for the average 
assessment. The components that make up this increase are shown in the table above.

Council continues to acknowledge the 
South Australian Strategic Plan,  
re-released in 2011 with six priorities:

1 Our Community

2 Our Prosperity

3 Our Environment

4 Our Health

5 Our Education

6 Our Ideas

In 2012, the SA State Government  
announced a further seven key priorities:

7 Growing Advanced Manufacturing

8 Creating a Vibrant City

9 An Affordable Place to Live

10 Every Chance for Every Child

11 Safe Communities, Healthy 
Neighbourhoods

12 Premium Food and Wine from  
our Clean Environment

13 Realising the Benefits of  
the Mining Boom for All 
 

Council will pursue synergies with the 
South Australian Strategic Plan and 
other relevant regional and national 
initiatives in its priorities for 2018-19 
including:

• the Community Strategic Plan  
and articulation of a vision  
for our community to 2040  
(under Section 122 of the  
Local Government Act 1999)

• continued implementation 
of the Infrastructure & Asset 
Management Plan

• ensuring financial 
sustainability in accordance 
with the ten year Long Term 
Financial Plan

• implementing planning 
reforms from the Planning, 
Development and Infrastructure 
Act 2016

• striving for continuous 
improvement within Council and 
service excellence in line with 
Council’s core values.
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In 2018-19 Council proposes to undertake major capital works in line with Council’s 
Infrastructure & Asset Management Plan to ensure the longevity of existing assets as well as 
delivering new infrastructure to cope with the demands of a growing community.

Major Projects

As well as the major projects outlined here,  
Council plans to undertake a range of smaller  

projects across the region as outlined on page 17.

Sandergrove Road Streetscape, Strathalbyn $1,340,000
Strathalbyn’s southern entrance will be enhanced with an impressive streetscape to 
complement its new entry statements and recent under-grounding of overhead power 
lines. Stage 1 & 2 has seen the removal of stobie poles and installation of new street 
lighting. Streetscape works commencing in the first quarter of 2018-19 will include 
formal parking bays, footpaths and landscaping to create an inviting and welcoming 
entrance for the final stage of this revitalisation and beautification project. 

Net Project Cost: $2,970,000 
Stage 1 - Street Lighting and Stormwater: $780,000 (2016-17) 
Stage 2 - Street Lighting and Streetscape: $850,000 (2017-18) 
Stage 3 - Streetscape: $1,340,000 (2018-19) 
SA Power Networks contributed $2,600,000 to Stage 1&2

Strathalbyn Senior Citizens Building Upgrade $475,000                                        
This important project will see an upgrade and extension to the existing Strathalbyn 
Senior Citizens building. This facility will also incorporate the Strath Neighbourhood 
Centre as a collaboration between Council and the two community groups, so as 
to enhance the delivery of programs and services to the district. External funding of 
$150,000 for the project has been secured from the State Government via the Fund My 
Neighbourhood Program. Completion of the facility is anticipated for mid 2019.

Net Project Cost: $340,000 
Initial Design: $15,000 (2017-18) 
Design and Construction: $475,000 (2018-19) 
Income: $150,000 State Government Funding

Surf Life Saving Club (SLSC) Contributions $500,000 
Contributions to Surf Life Saving South Australia for the upgrade of facilities at Chiton 
Rocks and Port Elliot, as well as the construction of a new facility at Goolwa Beach. The 
Chiton Rocks SLSC upgrade will be completed in late 2018 and work on the Goolwa SLSC 
will commence in mid 2018. These innovative projects will allow best practice service 
delivery for visitors and local community alike. 

First Contribution: $500,000 (2017-18)
Second Contribution: $500,000 (2018-19)

Mount Compass Recreation Park $240,000 
Design and construction of a purpose built playground complex in Mount Compass.  
The project scope looks to include fantastic nature playspace elements, a skate park, BMX 
track and open space. External funding will allow for increased scope in the proposed 
project. The vision will see the area surrounded by natural landscape, feature creek and 
interactive elements to encourage children and adults to explore the outdoors.   

Net Project Cost: $405,000 
Design: $10,000 (2016-17) 
Construction: $155,000 (2017-18) 
Construction: $240,000 (2018-19) 
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Major Projects It is proposed in 2018-19, that for every $100* of rates, Council will deliver the following services… 
Proposed rates at a glance 

Community Facilities & Open 
Space
Footpaths & Cycle Tracks, Recreation, 
Open Space & Reserves, Community 
Buildings, Public Amenities 

$20 for every $100 spent

Regulatory Services & Public Health 
Animal Management, Public Order & 
Community Safety, Public Health,  
Fire Prevention 

$3 for every $100 spent

Community Wellbeing
Aged & Disabled, Children, Youth & 
Family, Home Care, Community 
Transport, Community Development, 
Libraries, Arts & Culture 

$9 for every  
$100 spent

The 
Community

Transport & Road Related 
Infrastructure
Roads, Bridges & Car Parks 

$21 for every $100 spent

Planning & Development
Development Assessment – Planning, 
Building & Engineering, Compliance, 
Strategic Land Use Planning,  
Heritage Advice  

$4 for every $100 spent

Economic Development
Visitor Services, Event Management, 
Tourism Promotion & Development, 
Business Development & Support  

$4 for every  
$100 spent 

The 
Economy

Council & Executive Services
Governance, Elected Member 
Support, Executive, Communications 

$2 for every $100 spent

Corporate & Financial Services
Customer Information, Information 
Technology, Records Management,  
Strategic & Corporate Planning,  
Finance Services, Human Resources,  
Risk Management / Work Health Safety 

$6 for every $100 spent

Asset Management & Field Services
Depot Operations, Field Services, Asset 
Management, Infrastructure  
Project Design 

$8 for every  
$100 spent

Good 
Governance

Wastewater Management
Community Wastewater Management 
Schemes (CWMS) (user pays) 

$8 for every $100 spent

Waste Management
Kerbside Waste Collection, Recycling,  
Landfill, Education  

$6 for every $100 spent

Environmental Activities & Stormwater 
Management
Biodiversity Sustainability, Climate 
Change Impacts & Initiatives, 
Stormwater Management,  
Water Recycling 

$9 for every  
$100 spent

The 

Environment

*For every $100 spent, this amount is net of operational and  
capital income and expenditure, and excluding rates income.

*The completion of the Fleurieu Regional Waste Transfer Station  
has resulted in redistribution of expenditure across Council services. 
Understandably, the service most affected by this is Waste Management.
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C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E SCapital Program 
Budget 2018-19

The table below shows Council’s 
proposed expenditure on Capital Works  
during 2018-19, totalling  
$19.7  million. Asset Renewal 
expenditure is an imperative 
requirement to maintain Council’s 
infrastructure networks to their 
current standards and service levels. 
Expenditure on New and Upgraded 
Assets includes funds to upgrade or 
expand Council’s infrastructure to 
meet increasing demand and capacity 
requirements, as well as allocations for 
major projects. 

Based on Council’s Infrastructure & 
Asset Management Plans, the  
predicted expenditure on the  
renewal of assets and what Council 
proposes to spend on these assets  
as part of the 2018-19 budget are 
closely aligned.

Proposed  
Capital Expenditure

Roads & 
Bridges

Land  
& 

Buildings

Recreation 
& Open 
Space

CWMS
Plantt&  

Equipment
Kerbss& 
Footpaths

$(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000)

Asset Renewal: 764 395 3,397 1,196 508 2,069

New or Upgraded Assets: 659 1,233 4,207 2,780 553 1,902

TOTAL 1,423 1,628 7,604 3,976 1,061 3,971 19,663

Proposed  
Capital Expenditure 
2018-19
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C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

Land & Buildings
$1.4 million
is proposed to be allocated to the 
expansion, upgrade and renewal  
of land and building assets.  
This includes:
• refurbishment of the Goolwa Wharf 

Precinct decking
• upgrade of the Strathalbyn Senior 

Citizens Building
• initial design for the Goolwa 

Sporting Complex.

Recreation & Open Space
$1.6 million 
is proposed to be allocated to 
recreation and open space and 
stormwater assets. This includes: 
• Milang foreshore erosion 

management
• Clayton Bay foreshore and carpark 

upgrade
• Stormwater works at Port Elliot 

oval.

Roads & Bridges
$7.6 million
is proposed to be spent on the road 
network including $5.5 million on sealed 
road expansion and renewals. A further 
$1.2 million will be spent on unsealed 
road resheeting and $0.9 million on 
bridges. Sealed road works will include:  
• Amelia Park car parking upgrade
• Strathalbyn Town Plan traffic 

upgrade design
• commencement of staged works for 

the Goolwa Beach Masterplan
• final works for completion of the 

Fleurieu Regional Waste Transfer 
Station. 

Community Wastewater  
Management Schemes
$4.0 million
is proposed to be spent on the 
expansion and renewal of Community 
Wastewater Management Schemes. 
Expenditure incorporates: 
• upgrade and renewal of 

pumpstations in Goolwa, 
Strathalbyn, Milang and Port Elliot 

• construction of a treated 
wastewater lagoon in Strathalbyn.

Kerbs & Footpaths 
$1.1 million
is proposed to be spent continuing  
the footpath / kerb expansion and 
renewal program across the region, 
delivering enhanced and dedicated 
pedestrian networks within our 
communities, in line with the  
adopted Footpath Masterplan.

Plant & Equipment
$4.0 million
is proposed to be allocated for the 
renewal and expansion of Council  
plant and equipment. These assets  
are used in the delivery of services  
and the construction of other assets.
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Key financial performance targets 
ensure the long term financial 
sustainability of Council covering the 
maintenance and development of 
the community’s assets, as well as, 
providing appropriate services. 

Council proposes an Operating Surplus 
Ratio before capital revenues for  
2018-19 of 0%, close to breakeven. 
This is in line with Council’s Long Term 
Financial Plan (LTFP), as adopted in  
April 2016. 

Council is projecting a small surplus 
in 2018-19, reflecting Council’s 
commitment to the sustainable 
management of community funds,  
while enabling several large one off 
operating contributions to be made,  
including significant support towards 
the Surf Life Saving facilities within  
the council area. 

The Operating Ratio is within target 
range for the majority of the Long 
Term Financial Plan except for 2024-25 
where it is slightly below target.  

This demonstrates that Council has 
the ability to reduce its net financial 
liabilities and fund capital expenditure 
over and above depreciation expenses. 

Council’s Net Financial Liabilities Ratio 
is projected to peak at 101% for  
2018-19, remaining within its target 
range over the ten year period of the 
LTFP.  

Total borrowings are projected to peak 
at $42.5 million in 2018-19 then reduce 
to $18.1 million by 2028.

Funding the Draft 
Annual Business Plan
Council’s Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) is financially 
sustainable over the ten years of the plan, while achieving 
Council’s objectives as specified in its Community Strategic Plan.

Key Financial Indicators Short Term  
Target

2017 Year  
End Actual

2018 
Adopted 
Budget

2018 
Projected 

Budget

2019 
Proposed 
Budget

Operating Surplus / (Deficit) - $’000 (100) (1,012) (531) 126

Operating Surplus / (Deficit) Ratio - % (2)-1% 0% (2)% (1)% 0%

Net Financial Liabilities Ratio  - % ≤ 120% 82% 110% 91% 101%

Asset Renewal Funding Ratio - % 90-110% 77% 109% 95% 115%

Heading Explanation
2017 Year End Actual – Council’s audited financial results as at 30 June 2017.
2018 Adopted Budget – budget for 2017-18, and as adopted by Council on 3 July 2017.
2018 Projected Budget – Council’s revised budget, projecting its financial position to 30 June 2018.
2019 Proposed Budget – proposed budget for 2018-19.

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

Measuring Our Performance   
Key Financial Indicators
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Net Rate Revenue $40m
Other Operating Revenue $7m
Operating Expenditure $47m
Capital Expenditure $20m

Proposed  
Budget at a glance

Council remains 
sustainable 

over the term of 
the Long Term 
Financial Plan.

The Asset Renewal Funding Ratio 
averages 102% over the ten years of 
the Long Term Financial Plan and is 
within target range. Based on Council’s 
Infrastructure & Asset Management 
Plans, this ratio indicates that the 
predicted expenditure on the renewal 
of assets and what Council proposes 
to spend on these assets (budgeted 
expenditure) are aligned.   

Council’s draft Annual Business Plan 
and Budget 2018-19 is consistent with 
Council’s Long Term Financial Plan. This 
ensures financial sustainability over the 
ten years of the plan, while achieving 
Council’s objectives as specified in its 
2014-23 Community Strategic Plan.

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S
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Summary Statement  
including Financing Transactions

2017 
Year End  
Actual

2017 
Year End  
Actual

2018 
Adopted 
Budget

2018 
Adopted 
Budget

2018 
Projected  
Budget

2018 
Projected  
Budget

2019 
Proposed  
Budget

2019 
Proposed  
Budget

ESTIMATED SUMMARY STATEMENT
Year Ending 30 June:

$(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000)

Operating Revenues 43,882 44,441 44,882 46,882

less Operating Expenses 43,982 45,453 45,413 46,756

Operating Surplus / (Deficit) before Capital Amounts (100) (1,012) (531) 126

Less: Net Outlays on Existing Assets  
Capital Expenditure on Renewal / Replacement 4,671 7,870 7,047 8,329

less Depreciation, Amortisation & Impairment 10,964 10,838 10,830 11,447

less Proceeds from Sale of Replaced Assets 526 812 873 775

(6,819) (3,780) (4,656) (3,893)

Less: Net Outlays on New and Upgraded Assets  
Capital Expenditure on New / Upgraded Assets 9,291 13,838 10,045 11,334

less Amounts Specifically for New / Upgraded Assets 2,938 891 1,073 1,005

Less: Proceeds from Sale of Surplus Assets 0 1,200 0 0

6,353 11,747 8,972 10,329

Net Lending / (Borrowing) for Financial Year 366 (8,979) (4,847) (6,310)

The below financing transactions demonstrate the source of funds required to accommodate a net borrowing result.

$(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000)

New Borrowings 19,620 10,000 7,100 7,100

Repayment of Principal on Borrowings (20,496) (1,062) (1,079) (738)

(Increase) / Decrease in Cash and Cash Equivalents 261 (48) 250 (92)

(Increase) / Decrease in Receivables 249 89 (1,424) 40

Financing Transactions (366) 8,979 4,847 6,310

Financing Transactions
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Summary Statement  
including Financing Transactions

$(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000)

New Borrowings 19,620 10,000 7,100 7,100

Repayment of Principal on Borrowings (20,496) (1,062) (1,079) (738)

(Increase) / Decrease in Cash and Cash Equivalents 261 (48) 250 (92)

(Increase) / Decrease in Receivables 249 89 (1,424) 40

Financing Transactions (366) 8,979 4,847 6,310

Note: Council prepares its Annual  
Business Plan and Budget each year,  
taking into account its LTFP.

Council plans to finance the net borrowing result by utilising its 
Cash Advance Debenture facility over the life of the Long Term 
Financial Plan (LTFP). This will enable Council to repay principal 
when surplus funds are anticipated in future years.
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Community Waste-
water Management 
Schemes 2018-19

Council maintains 
and manages 
Community 
Wastewater 

Management Schemes (CWMS) for the 
townships of Goolwa, Strathalbyn, Port 
Elliot, Mount Compass and Milang, as 
well as the Finniss Water Scheme.

Council recovers costs for operation, 
maintenance, improvement and 
replacement of the Schemes within 
its area by way of an annual service 
charge. 

It is important for the Schemes to be 
financially sustainable in the medium  
to long term. To achieve this, a 
separate Long Term Financial Plan and 
Infrastructure & Asset Management 
Plan are prepared. 

Council has set separate key financial 
performance targets for the Community 
Wastewater Management Schemes 
to ensure the long term financial 
sustainability of the Schemes.  

Key Financial Indicators (CWMS Only)

5
community wastewater  

management schemes  
managed by Council

2018 
Adopted 
Budget

Short 
Term 

Target

2018 
Projected 

Budget

Year Ending 30 June:

2017  
Year End 

Actual

$(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000)

Operating Surplus / (Deficit) - $’000 596 38 500 226

Operating Surplus / (Deficit) Ratio - % (5)-2% 13% 1% 10% 5%

Net Financial Liabilities Ratio - % ≤ 250% 178% 218% 148% 197%

Asset Renewal Funding Ratio - % 90-110% 0% 103% 70% 169%

2019 
Proposed 
Budget



These targets cover the maintenance 
and development of assets, as well as 
providing appropriate services. 

To ensure the Community Wastewater 
Management Schemes remain 
sustainable in the long term, Council 
needs to increase service rates by 
CPI for the 2018-19 financial year, as 
reflected in estimated Service Charges  
on page 31.

Council has undertaken significant 
capital works on Community 
Wastewater Management Schemes  
over the last two years totalling  
$1.1 million, and intends to spend  
$4.4 million over the next two years.

The CWMS propose an operating 
surplus before capital revenues 
for 2018-19 of $226,000. Surplus 
positions are projected over the ten 
years of the Long Term Financial Plan. 
This demonstrates that the Schemes 
have the ability to reduce net financial 
liabilities and fund capital expenditure 
over and above depreciation expenses. 

The CWMS Net Financial Liabilities 
Ratio is projected to peak at 197% in 
2018-19, reducing to 64% by the end 
of the ten year Long Term Financial 
Plan. 

Total borrowings are projected to peak 
at $9.9 million in 2018-19 and then 
reduce to $4.5 million by 2028. 

For 2018-19, the Asset Renewal 
Funding Ratio is projected to be 169%.

The CWMS remain sustainable over the 
term of the Long Term Financial Plan. 
The Operating Surplus Ratio is above 
target range for a number of years 
of the plan. This will be addressed in 
setting future Service Charge increases 
during annual budget cycles.

The 2018-19 draft CWMS Budget is 
consistent with the Long Term Financial 
Plan as adopted in April 2016.

5
$(‘000)

Asset Renewal: 
Community Wastewater 
Management Schemes

1,196

New or Upgraded Assets: 
Community Wastewater 
Management Schemes

2,780

CWMSProposed  
Capital Expenditure 
2018-19

Draft Annual Business Plan & Budget 2018-19 | 23 
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Council excluding 
CWMS  
2018-19
Council has recognised the need for the 
Community Wastewater Management 
Schemes (CWMS) to operate as a 
sustainable business unit and to ensure 
the costs of service delivery are borne 
by those connected to the Schemes. 
To enable this, Council has prepared a 
budget and Long Term Financial Plan 
for the Council without the impact of 
the CWMS.

Council excluding CWMS proposes an 
Operating Deficit Ratio for 2018-19 of 
0%, close to breakeven. This is in line 
with Council’s Long Term Financial Plan.  

The Operating Ratio, while negative in 
the short term, becomes increasingly 
positive over the life of the plan and is 
4% in Year 10. This demonstrates that 
Council excluding CWMS has the ability 
to reduce its net financial liabilities 
and fund capital expenditure over and 
above depreciation expenses. 

Council excluding CWMS Net Financial 
Liabilities Ratio is projected to peak at 
90% for 2019-20 and reduces to 31% 
by the end of the plan. Total borrowings 
are projected to be $32.6 million in 
2018-19, peaking at $33.4 million in 
2019-20 and reducing to $13.6 million 
by 2028. 

The reduced Loan Borrowings and 
Net Financial Liabilities Ratio are a 
reflection of the borrowings undertaken 
by Council on behalf of the CWMS. 

Council remains within its target range 
for the Net Financial Liabilities Ratio 
over the life of the Long Term Financial 
Plan.   

The Asset Renewal Funding Ratio for 
Council excluding CWMS is projected 
to be 108% in 2018-19. Based on 
Council’s Infrastructure & Asset 
Management Plans, this ratio indicates 

that the predicted expenditure on the 
renewal of assets and what Council 
proposes to spend on these assets 
(budgeted expenditure) are closely 
aligned.

The 2018-19 draft budget for Council 
excluding CWMS is consistent with the 
Long Term Financial Plan as adopted in 
April 2016.

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

Key Financial Indicators (Excluding CWMS)

2018 
Adopted 
Budget

Short 
Term 

Target

2018 
Projected 

Budget

Year Ending 30 June:

2017  
Year End 

Actual

$(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000)

Operating Surplus / (Deficit) - $’000 (696) (1,050) (1,031) (100)

Operating Surplus / (Deficit) Ratio - % (2)-1% (2)% (3)% (3)% (0)%

Net Financial Liabilities Ratio - % ≤ 100% 71% 97% 84% 89%

Asset Renewal Funding Ratio - % 90-110% 88% 110% 100% 108%

2019 
Proposed 
Budget
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The 2018-19 
draft budget for 

Council excluding 
CWMS is consistent 
with the Long Term 

Financial Plan.

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

Roads & 
Bridges

Land  & 
Buildings

Recreation 
& Open 
Space

Plantt&  
Equipment

Kerbss& 
Footpaths

The table below shows Council excluding CWMS expected spend on Capital Works during 2018-19.  

$(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000) $(‘000)

Asset Renewal: 
Council Excluding CWMS

764 395 3,397 508 2,069

New or Upgraded Assets: 
Council Excluding CWMS

659 1,233 4,207 553 1,902

TOTAL 1,423 1,628 7,604 1,061 3,971 15,687

Proposed  
Capital Expenditure 
2018-19
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Operating Income

Rates Other

Grants, Subsidies and Contributions  

User Charges 

Statutory Charges

Reimbursements

Other Income 

1%
1%

13%

2%

3%

8%

Sources of Income  
& Expenditure

Rates Other

Other rate revenue includes the State 
Government’s Natural Resources 
Management (NRM) levy collected on 
behalf of the NRM Board, Community 
Wastewater Management Schemes 
(CWMS) for the townships of Goolwa, 
Strathalbyn, Port Elliot, Mount Compass 
and Milang and the Finniss Water 
Scheme. Rates Other is expected to 
account for 13% of operating income  
in 2018-19. 

Statutory Charges

Statutory Charges are expected to 
account for 2% of operating income in 
2018-19. Statutory charges are fees for 
regulatory services. They are associated 
with the granting of a permit / licence 
or the regulation of an activity. They 
include Development Act Fees and 
Parking Fines. 

User Charges

User Charges are expected to account 
for 3% of operating income in  
2018-19. User Charges relate mainly  
to the recovery of service delivery  
costs through the charging of fees 
to users of Council’s services. They 
include waste management fees, hire 
of community facilities and connection 
fees for Community Waste Management 
Schemes. 

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

72%  
operating income 

from General Rates 
for 2018-19

Grants, Subsidies and Contributions

Operating Grants, Subsidies and 
Contributions are expected to account 
for 8% of operating income in  
2018-19. The grants comprise of the 
General Purpose Grant, Local and 
Special Road Grants, and Roads to 
Recovery Grant. 

Reimbursements and Other Income

Reimbursements and Other Income 
are each expected to account for 
1% of operating income in 2018-19.  
Reimbursements are amounts received 
as payment for work done by the 
Council acting as an agent for others. 
Other Income includes interest income 
and other revenue not separately 
classified above.

million dollars expected 
in capital grant funding, 
including $525,000 for the 
Goolwa Beach Masterplan 
pending a successful 
funding application. 

$1.01
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Operating Expenses

Sources of Income  
& Expenditure

Employee Costs

Employee costs are expected to account 
for 34% of Operating Expenditure 
in 2018-19. Employee costs include 
all labour related expenses such as 
wages and salaries, and on-costs such 
as allowances, leave entitlements and 
employer superannuation. 

Materials, Contracts & Other 
Expenses

Materials, Contracts & Other Expenses 
are expected to account for 38%  
of Operating Expenditure in  
2018-19. Materials cover payments for 
physical goods and includes purchase 
of consumables, water and energy. 
Contract services involve payments for 
the external provision of services. 

Finance Costs

Finance costs are expected to account 
for 4% of Operating Expenditure in 
2018-19. Finance costs cover the costs 
of financing the Council’s activities 
through borrowings; the interest 
expense is based on cash flows. 

Depreciation

Depreciation expense is expected 
to account for 24% of Operating 
Expenditure in 2018-19. Depreciation 
is an accounting measure, which 
records the consumption of the 
Council’s infrastructure, property, plant 
and equipment and has been based 
on Council’s Infrastructure & Asset 
Management Plans. 

Materials, Contracts & Other Expenses

Employee Costs

Depreciation

Finance Costs

38%

4%

24%

34%

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

$1.01



28 | Alexandrina Council

Rates income is used 
to provide a range 
of services such as 
road rehabilitation, 
footpath repairs and 
maintenance, storm 
water drainage, the 
collection of rubbish 
and recyclable 
materials, ongoing 
maintenance of parks, 
gardens and buildings, 
street lighting and 
street cleaning, 
libraries, animal 
control, and planning  
and enforcement of 
local laws.

Comparing rates between councils is 
difficult. Every council has different 
attributes and provides varying services 
or similar services at different standards. 
Councils deliver an extensive range 
and level of service to the community, 
with the greater part determined by the 
expectations of our communities. 

The price of delivering and providing 
these services is spread across the 
community in the form of rates. Council 
determines a rate in the dollar, based 
on the amount of revenue that will be 
required to meet the ongoing cost of 
providing services to our community for 
the coming year.

Council’s proposed revenue for 2018-19 
includes $33.7 million to be raised from 
general rates.

Council is proposing to set a rate which 
projects an increase in general rates 
to the average ratepayer of 3.6%. 
However, the actual increase payable by 
any individual ratepayer may be more 
or less than this, depending on the 
movement in the capital value of each 
property.

Additional rates will be raised 
from valuation increases related 
to new development and property 
improvements. This is currently projected 
to be 1.2%.

At the time of preparing this draft 
Annual Business Plan, the State 
Valuation Office (SVO) is yet to finalise 
their overall assessment and have 
advised they are actively undertaking a 
review of property valuations within our 
district. 

In setting rates for the 2018-19 
financial year, Council has considered 
the need to keep rate increases to a 
minimum, while also being mindful of 
the following plans and considerations:

• the Community Strategic Plan that 
sets the overall direction of Council. 
This was developed following an 
extensive community consultation 
with local businesses, community 
groups and interested citizens

• the Alexandrina Council Long Term 
Financial Plan projects the overall 
income receipts and expenditure 
outlays expected into the future 
and in particular, the recurrent 
expenditure and income expected 
for the 2018-19 financial year

• the Alexandrina Council 
Infrastructure & Asset Management 
Plan that sets the forward capital 
works, maintenance and renewal 
programs

• the resources required for the 
delivery of Council services as 
documented in the draft Annual 
Business Plan and Budget 2018-19, 
which also outlines financial and 
non-financial performance levels

• equity issues and the relationship 
between the various land uses and 
the previous rating structure

• the increased use of “user pays” 
cost recovery systems.$33.7

million dollars  
proposed to be raised 
from general rates

Rates  
Income  
for 2018-19

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

In 2018-19, an average 
general rate  
increase of 3.6% per 
property is proposed 
(depending on property 
valuation). 

Rates at a glance



Method Used  
to Value Land 
Council has decided to continue to  
use Capital Value as the basis for 
valuing land within the council area.  
Council considers that this method of 
valuing land provides the fairest  
method of distributing the rate  
burden across all ratepayers.

Business Impact 
Statement
Council has considered the impact of 
rates on all businesses in the council 
area, including primary production and 
viticulture. In considering the impact, 
Council will assess the following 
matters:

• those elements of Council’s Strategic 
Management Plan relating to business 
development

• the current and forecast economic 
climate identified in Access  
Economics’ publication Business 
Outlook

• Council’s recent development 
approval trends

• the operating and capital projects, 
and new programs for the coming 
year that will principally benefit 
industry and business development, 
and

• valuation changes.

Council recognises the importance of 
supporting and encouraging a diverse 
and healthy business sector including 
primary production and this is reflected 
in Council’s Community Strategic Plan.

Differential  
General Rates
The Local Government Act 1999  
allows councils to differentiate rates 
based on the use of the land, the 
locality of the land or on the use and 
locality of the land.

Alexandrina Council has two differential 
rates being, Primary Production and 
General Rate. The table below shows 
rates raised for each differential for the 
2017-18 financial year, we expect a 
similar proportion for 2018-19.

Council recognises that the rural 
sector not only contributes greatly to 
our economy but also has significant 
responsibilities in environmental 
conservation. This sector does not  
attract government financial support 
except in exceptional circumstances, 
however its contributions have  
been recognised by local 
government, which has 
historically provided a 
reduction to the  
General Rate. 

Council has regard to relative 
movements in valuation to ensure 
that the rate burden remains relatively 
constant between primary producers 
and other sections of the community in 
2018-19. 

Council will continue to apply a 
differential rate for Primary Production 
in 2018-19. The differential for Primary 
Production was 83% of the General 
Rate in 2017-18. 

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

Differential  
Rate

Rateable 
Properties

Rateable 
Properties 

%

Capital Value
$

Rates Raised 
2017-18

$

Rates 
Raised 

%

General 15,466 84% 5,439,109,216 26,297,484 81%

Primary 
Production

3,023 16% 1,662,812,246 6,232,869 19%

18,489 7,101,921,462 32,530,353

In 2018-19, an average 
general rate  
increase of 3.6% per 
property is proposed 
(depending on property 
valuation). 
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Fixed Charge
Council considers it appropriate that:

• All rateable properties make 
a contribution to the cost of 
administering Council’s activities.

• All rateable properties make a 
contribution to the cost of creating 
and maintaining the physical 
infrastructure that supports each 
property.

Approximately 20% of Council’s  
general rate revenue is generated  
via the fixed charge portion. For  
2017-18, the fixed charge was $350; to 
ensure this proportion is retained, it is 
proposed the fixed charge be increased 
to $360 for 2018-19 dependent on 
growth.

Rate Capping
Council is proposing to continue  
the application of rate capping  
for the principal place of residence  
in 2018-19. In the 2017-18 financial  
year rates were capped at 10%.  
Rate capping of 50% upon  
application for all other rate  
categories was also made available  
in the 2017-18 financial year. 

The percentage set for 2018-19 will 
depend on the overall movement 
in valuations, at this stage 12% is 
proposed.  

Rate Rebate
A rebate of rates in respect of any 
rateable land in the council area will be 
available in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1999 and Council’s 
Rate Rebate Policy. The policy provides 
eligibility guidance upon which a 
ratepayer is entitled to a rebate of rates. 

A full version of Council’s Rating Policy 
and Rate Rebate Policy can be viewed at  
www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/rates

Natural Resource 
Management Levy
The Natural Resource Management 
(NRM) Levy, set by the NRM Boards, is 
a state government tax imposed under 
the Natural Resources Management Act 
2004. Council is obliged to collect the 
levy on behalf of the state government 
for no net gain to Council.

Council collects the levy on behalf of 
the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Natural

Resources Management Board and 
the SA Murray-Darling Basin Natural 
Resources Management Board. 

The levy is based on the capital value of 
land and is shown as a separate charge 
on the rates notice.

Rates  
Income 
for 2018-19

NRM Board NRM Levy 
2017-18

NRM Proposed 
Levy 2018-19

SA Murray-Darling Basin NRM $1,324,397 $1,352,209

Adelaide and Mount Lofty NRM $169,930 $177,527

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S
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CWMS  
Income Estimates

Council maintains and manages 
Community Wastewater Management 
Schemes for the townships of Goolwa, 
Strathalbyn, Port Elliot, Mount Compass 
and Milang and charges for all 
properties serviced by these schemes.

It is proposed that the maximum 
occupied charge for 2018-19 will  
be $555 and $415 for vacant land.  
In 2017-18 the maximum occupied 
charge was $545 and $410 for vacant 
land.

Service Charges Number of 
Connections

Proposed 2018-19 
Service Charge $

Projected 2018-19 
Total Income $

Occupied 7,498 555 4,161,390

Vacant 640 415 265,600

Total 8,138 4,426,990

Connection Fees Proposed 2018-19 
Connection Fees $

Projected 2018-19 
Total Income $

Goolwa, Milang, Strathalbyn, Port Elliot, Mount Compass 5,200 384,800

Total

Goolwa North 7,700

Hindmarsh Island 8,300

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S
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Summary  
of Achievements
in 2017-18

Focus on  
2017 -18

• Launch of the Alexandrina Business Life 
initiative and business breakfasts.

• Creation of a new look and feel ‘My 
Say’ public consultation website.

• Facebook continues to be a fantastic 
medium of communication between 
Council and the community. Council’s 
corporate Facebook page now has 
3,025 ‘likes.’ 

Innovate Throughout our Region

During the 2017-18 financial year to date,  
Council has achieved many actions under the 
objectives of the 2014-23 ‘Our Community’ 
Strategic Plan. Highlights include:

32 | Alexandrina Council

• Celebration of the 15 year anniversary 
of the Kungun Ngarrindjeri Yunnan 
(KNY) Agreement.

• Transition into a new organisational 
structure to match the growth in 
economy and population.

• Creation of the Advocacy Plan 2017-18 
summarising key issues of community 
interest including the Murray-Darling 
Basin, public transport, climate change, 
agriculture, food and wine, and road 
safety.
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Participate in  
Wellbeing

•  Completion of the Fleurieu Regional 
Waste Transfer Station project to offer 
a state-of-the-art waste and recycling 
facility.

•  Launch of the ‘Gazania Free Goolwa’ 
campaign in April 2018 to tackle the 
invasive and declared gazania plant.

•  Collective advocacy with adjoining 
River Murray councils to protect the 
ecology and economy of the Murray, 
Lakes & Coorong

•  Completion of the Masterplan for 
Ratalang Basham Beach Conservation 
Reserve to protect the natural and 
cultural heritage of this unique coastal 
environment.

Activate our  
Spaces

Thrive in Clean 
Green Futures

•  Securing a grant through the 
Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal in August 2017 that has 
provided local high school students the 
opportunity to be connected with local 
farmers to gain work experience and 
skills.

•  Beautification of the Goolwa Skate 
Park with street art, following the 
attainment of a grant through the 
SA Attorney General’s Department 
Crime Prevention and Community 
Safety Scheme.

•  Opening of the new Strathalbyn 
Woodshed in March 2018.

• Launch of the seventh Just Add Water 
(JAW) Alexandrina Arts and Culture 
Program in December 2017. 

• Continuing progress on the Strathalbyn 
Township and Environs Development 
Plan Amendment, following a 
significant public consultation process. 

• Successful under-grounding of 
powerlines and installation of lighting 
for the Sandergrove Road, Strathalbyn 
town entrance.

• Operating contributions to numerous 
sporting clubs to financially support a 
range of upgrades for the betterment 
of members and the wider community.

• Completion of the Mount Compass 
Streetscape project, offering a 
functional and attractive main street 
precinct.

• Completion of the Nine-Mile Road 
project, resealing of road between 
Milang and Strathalbyn townships.

• Distribution of Community Grants 
totalling $141,918 to 50 community 
groups and organisations.
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million dollars  
has been spent on capital works 

programs over the  last four years

Council is projecting an improvement 
of $481,000 in its budgeted operating 
position for 2017-18 from ($1,012,000) 
to ($531,000). 

Operational expenditure for Community 
Wastewater Management Schemes 
desludging decreased by $469,000 for  
2017-18. This is due to an even 
distribution of expenditure over the five 
year cycle, enabling the contract to be 
delivered in a more sustainable manner. 
This expenditure will now occur in 
future years.

Net borrowings for 2017-18 are 
projected to decrease by $4.1 million 
due to the timing of borrowings 
required. Savings of $263,000 in 
finance costs are expected to be 
achieved. This is offset by increased 
resources required in the areas of 
roadside tree trimming and unsealed 
road maintenance, to ensure key Council 
assets are maintained to a safe level.

There has been a delay in the 
commencement of some of Council’s 
2017-18 major projects including:  
the Strathalbyn Wastewater Lagoon 
project, Corporate Software Systems 
review, Strathalbyn Senior Citizens 
building upgrade and Goolwa Wharf 
Precinct projects pending a funding 
application from the Commonwealth 
Government’s Building Better Region 
Fund. $7.7 million has been deferred for 
works to be completed in 2018-19.  

Summary  
of Budget  
Movements  
in 2017-18

$63
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11 Cadell Street, Goolwa

PO Box 21 
Goolwa SA 5214

www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au

08 8555 7000 F| 08 8555 3603

alex@alexandrina.sa.gov.au

facebook.com/ 
AlexandrinaCouncil

HOW TO CONTACT US


