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3  The growth of Western Sydney 

About this chapter
This chapter provides an overview of Western Sydney’s growing population 
and economy, and the benefit of the proposed Western Sydney Airport. 

Population growth in 
Western Sydney 
In the next 20 years, Western Sydney’s population 
is expected to grow by about one million people 
and at a faster rate of growth than other parts of 
Sydney3 and most other regions of Australia. This 
level of growth in Western Sydney brings great 
opportunities, but also some pressing challenges. 

Understanding and planning for where people 
will live and work across Sydney and how these 
places are connected to each other, will influence 
Western Sydney’s long-term success. To support 
these changes, existing transport infrastructure 
needs to work effectively, as does new transport 
infrastructure. 

Where population growth will occur
It is anticipated that population growth will occur 
unevenly across Western Sydney over the coming 
decades. Figures 3 and 4 show population density 
across the Greater Sydney Metropolitan region in 
2016 and the projected increases to population 
densities by 2051. These maps show that Sydney’s 
west, north-west, and south-west areas will 
experience significant population density increases. 

This growth in Western Sydney’s population 
presents two broad transport challenges:

1.  Ensuring the transport network has the capacity 
to support population growth in established areas

2.  Ensuring transport services are integrated with 
the planning of new land releases and areas of 
urban renewal. 

3   A Plan for Growing Sydney, 2014, Department of 
Planning and Environment, Sydney.
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Figure 3 Sydney population densities 2016 

Source:  Land Use 14 (Population), Department of 
Planning and Environment, Sydney
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Figure 4 Sydney population densities 2051 

Source:  Land Use 14 (Population), Department of 
Planning and Environment, Sydney
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Jobs growth in Western Sydney 
Both the Australian and NSW governments 
recognise the importance of planning to ensure 
services are available when people need them. 
Understanding the growth of Western Sydney 
will help shape a range of policy, regulatory and 
investment settings that will affect infrastructure for 
Western Sydney communities for decades to come.

Western Sydney is home to about 160,000 
businesses operating across a range of sectors. 
Construction accounts for the largest number of 
businesses in the region, followed by transport and 
logistics. The region also has a robust professional 
services sector that is located primarily in major 
commercial centres such as Parramatta, Norwest 
and Penrith. The education and research sectors 
are also growing rapidly, as evidenced by the 
expansion of Western Sydney University’s multiple 
campuses and the University of Sydney’s growth in 
the Westmead Health and Education Precinct. 

Jobs growth in Western Sydney is being guided 
by the NSW Government’s metropolitan strategy 
A Plan for Growing Sydney. This highlights the 
need to create 760,000 more jobs across Sydney 
by 2036 – with 50 per cent in Western Sydney. 
This plan will be strengthened by the Australian 

and NSW governments’ Western Sydney City Deal, 
the single largest planning, investment and delivery 
partnership in Australia’s history.

These plans will see more employment 
opportunities within Western Sydney’s existing 
strategic centres, including Parramatta, Norwest, 
Penrith, Blacktown, Liverpool, Leppington, and 
Campbelltown-Macarthur. To complement these 
strategic centres, the NSW Government has 
zoned large areas of land in Western Sydney for 
employment purposes, including:

• Western Sydney Priority Growth Area

• Western Sydney Employment Area

• Bringelly Road Enterprise Corridor

• Bankstown to Liverpool Enterprise Corridor.

Figure 5 shows the location of a number of the 
key economic areas in relation to the site of the 
proposed airport.
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Figure 5 Western Sydney Growth Precinct Areas
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Connecting homes to jobs
While these areas of economic activity have capacity 
to grow, businesses often cite poor connectivity 
and lower-quality transport connections as a barrier 
to relocating to Western Sydney4. An efficient and 
reliable transport network is needed to bring homes 
and businesses closer together. 

Currently, many Western Sydney residents must 
travel outside of the region for work, particularly 
for higher-income, knowledge-based jobs. Around 
28 per cent of the resident workforce, or close to 
226,000 people, travel to other parts of the city to 
get to work.5 This is forecast to grow to 340,000 
by 20416. 

While connections to the Sydney CBD will continue 
to be vital, improving transport connections across 
Western Sydney will help to unlock Western Sydney’s 
full economic potential and offer people a greater 
range of choices as to where they live and work. 

Strengthening Greater Parramatta
Greater Parramatta will play a fundamental role 
in Western Sydney’s economic growth. Already, 
the Australian and NSW governments are making 
major transport infrastructure investments that 
will directly benefit Greater Parramatta, including 
Parramatta Light Rail and WestConnex. New 
transport solutions in Western Sydney will need 
to take into account if and how they can support 
the growth of Greater Parramatta and provide 
improved travel times to the Sydney CBD and other 
parts of Western Sydney.

The economic benefits of a Western Sydney Airport 
A Western Sydney Airport would be a catalyst 
for economic growth in the region for decades 
to come, creating new businesses and jobs 
across a range of industries, including transport 
and logistics, hospitality, education, research 
and professional services. While the initial 
construction phase at its peak would be 
expected to generate over 3,000 jobs, the airport 
itself would be expected to deliver nearly 9,000 
direct jobs in the early 2030s, with that number 
expected to increase to over 60,000 by 2063. 
This means an airport will create jobs closer to 
where people live and help reduce the number 

of Western Sydney workers who currently 
experience long commutes by travelling out of 
the area. 

By the early 2030s, the proposed airport is 
expected to generate $77 million a year for the 
Western Sydney economy and a further $145 
million in the rest of Sydney. Airport operations 
will continue to grow and by 2063, the airport 
will boost the Western Sydney economy by $1.5 
billion a year and by $4.6 billion Sydney-wide.

For more information go to 
westernsydneyairport.gov.au

4   NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan, 2012, 
Transport for NSW, Sydney.

5   2011 Journey to Work datasets, 2013, Bureau of 
Transport Statistics, NSW Government.

6   D Rezek, T Psychogios, B Artup & supported by the 
Premier of NSW, Shaping Future Cities: Designing 
Western Sydney, 2015, Deloitte.

http://westernsydneyairport.gov.au
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