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OPTIONS AT A GLANCE

GROWTH 
CHALLENGES, 
FUNDAMENTAL 
PRINCIPLES AND 
KEY CONCEPTS

Sets out Melbourne’s 
growth challenges and 
opportunities and the 
fundamental principles 
and key concepts of 
Plan Melbourne that 
respond to them

Option 1
Revise Plan Melbourne 
to articulate an enduring 
strategy with a long-term 
focus supported by a ‘rolling’ 
implementation plan and 
updated State Planning Policy 
Framework.

Option 2 
Align Plan Melbourne 2014 and 
the implementation plan with 
current government strategies, 
priorities and policy reviews.

Option 3 
Edit Plan Melbourne 2014 to 
provide a clearer narrative, 
reduce repetition, limit 
content that describes existing 
conditions and align text with 
more relevant graphics and 
maps.

Option 4 
Remove unnecessary content 
that does not assist in the use 
of Plan Melbourne 2014 as a 
statutory planning document 
(such as vox pops, quotes, case 
studies).

Option 5 
Better define the key 
opportunities and challenges 
for developing Melbourne.

Option 6 
Include the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals in Plan 
Melbourne 2016.

Option 7 
Lock down the existing urban 
growth boundary and modify 
the action to reflect this.

Option 8 
More clearly articulate the 
values of green wedge and peri-
urban areas to be protected and 
safeguarded.

Option 9 
Remove the Integrated 
Economic Triangle and replace 
it with a high-level 2050 concept 
map for Melbourne.

Option 10 
Better define the concepts 
of the polycentric city and 
20-minute neighbourhoods 
— particularly the ability to 
meet daily (non-work) needs 
locally, primarily within a 
20-minute walk — and include 
the polycentric city as a 
key concept.

Option 11 
Strengthen housing affordability 
and choice as a key concept 
and better explain the 
key linkages throughout 
Plan Melbourne 2016.

Option 12 
Identify the challenges of 
climate change for Melbourne’s 
development and define how 
the city can best mitigate, adapt 
and respond to its projected 
impacts.

Option 13 
Add climate change as a key 
concept and better explain the 
key linkages throughout Plan 
Melbourne 2016.

Option 14 
Add as a key concept, the 
importance of people in 
Melbourne’s identity and 
the role of place making 
as a planning process, 
and embed it throughout 
Plan Melbourne 2016.

Option 15A 
Retain the Directions relating 
to ‘place and identity’ in the 
Liveable Communities and 
Neighbourhoods chapter, add 
other elements from the MAC 
(2013) report omitted from Plan 
Melbourne 2014 and recognise 
the role of people in planning.
or
Option 15B 
Introduce a new ‘Place and 
Identity’ chapter incorporating 
policy directions outlined 
in Direction 4.5 – Make Our 
City Greener, Direction 
4.6 – Create More Great 
Public Places Throughout 
Melbourne, Direction 4.7 
– Respect our Heritage as 
We Build for the Future and 
Direction 4.8 – Achieve and 
Promote Design Excellence 
and other elements from the 
2013 MAC report omitted 
from Plan Melbourne 2014.

Option 16 
Better recognise the 
contribution of Aboriginal 
values and perspectives to the 
planning of our built and natural 
environments.

Option 17
Recognise and reinforce the 
importance of partnerships 
with local government in 
sub-regional planning and 
the implementation of Plan 
Melbourne 2016.
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DELIVERING JOBS 
AND INVESTMENT

Discusses how the 
planning system might 
generate jobs and 
investment across the city

Option 18
Ensure commercial 
development opportunities are 
preserved and early delivery 
of key transport infrastructure 
in central city urban renewal 
precincts.

Option 19
Rename National Employment 
Clusters to National 
Employment and Innovation 
Clusters to distinguish their 
significance in the metropolitan 
context, and use the term 
consistently throughout Plan 
Melbourne 2016.

Option 20
Revise the Delivering Jobs and 
Investment chapter to ensure 
the significance and roles of the 
National Employment Clusters 
as places of innovation and 
knowledge based employment 
are clear.

Option 21A
Focus planning for National 
Employment Clusters on core 
institutions and businesses.
or
Option 21B
Take a broader approach 
to planning for National 
Employment Clusters that looks 
beyond the core institutions and 
businesses.

Option 22
Broaden the East Werribee 
National Employment Cluster 
to call it the Werribee National 
Employment Cluster in order 
to encompass the full range 
of activities and employment 
activities that make up 
Werribee. This could include the 
Werribee Activity Centre and the 
Werribee Park Tourism Precinct.

Option 23
Broaden the Dandenong South 
National Employment Cluster to 
call it the Dandenong National 
Employment Cluster in order 
to encompass the full range 
of activities and employment 
activities that make up 
Dandenong. This could include 
the Dandenong Metropolitan 
Activity Centre and Chisholm 
Institute of TAFE.

Option 24
Update the Metropolitan 
Melbourne Structure Plan (Table 
1 and Map 8 in Plan Melbourne 
2014) to remove any anomalies 
and reincorporate the list 
of activity centres into the 
Victoria Planning Provisions and 
planning schemes.

Option 25
Reclassify Toolern and 
Lockerbie as Future Emerging 
Activity Centres (local significant 
element) in the Metropolitan 
Melbourne Structure Plan 
(rather than as Future Emerging 
Metropolitan Activity Centres).

Option 26
Reinstate Greenvale and 
Truganina as Activity Centres 
(local significant element) in 
the Metropolitan Melbourne 
Structure Plan.

Option 27
Separately list emerging 
Activity Centres as part of 
the Metropolitan Melbourne 
Structure Plan.

Option 28
Revise the strategic direction 
for Activity Centres to remove 
reference to growth associated 
with the removal of floorspace 
caps for retail and office 
development.

Option 29
Develop clearer activity centre 
policy and a practice note for 
identification and establishment 
of new activity centres based on 
the final criteria included in Plan 
Melbourne 2016.

Option 30
Modify the existing criteria in 
Plan Melbourne (at Initiative 
1.1.1) for identifying new activity 
centres to explicitly include:
• Meet an identified market gap
• Contribute to the delivery 

of a network of 20-minute 
neighbourhoods.

Option 31
Evaluate the range of planning 
mechanisms available to protect 
strategic agricultural land.

Option 32
Implement the outcomes 
of the Extractive Industries 
Taskforce through the planning 
scheme, including Regional 
Growth Plans, to affirm that 
extractive industries resources 
are protected to provide an 
economic supply of materials 
for construction and road 
industries.

A MORE CONNECTED 
MELBOURNE

Sets out how Plan 
Melbourne might promote 
a more efficient transport 
network and connected city

Option 33
Include future transport options 
in Plan Melbourne 2016 as areas 
for further development and 
assessment through transport 
planning and Infrastructure 
Victoria’s advisory role.

Option 34
Include the Principal Public 
Transport Network (PPTN) in 
Plan Melbourne 2016.

Option 35
Incorporate references to Active 
Transport Victoria and linkages 
to land use outcomes in Plan 
Melbourne 2016.
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HOUSING

Considers the balance 
of development between 
established and greenfield 
growth areas as well 
as housing diversity, 
choice and affordability

Option 36
Increase established area 
housing supply by one or 
more of:

Option 36A
Establishing a 70/30 target 
where established areas provide 
70 per cent of Melbourne’s 
new housing supply and 
greenfield growth areas provide 
30 per cent

Option 36B
Investigate a mechanism to 
manage the sequence and 
density of the remaining 
Precinct Structure Plans based 
on land supply needs

Option 36C
Focus metropolitan planning 
on unlocking housing supply in 
established areas, particularly 
within areas specifically 
targeted for growth and 
intensification

Option 36D
Identify planning tools and 
reforms to boost established 
area housing supply.

Option 37
Better define and communicate 
Melbourne’s housing needs 
by either:

Option 37A
Setting housing targets for 
metropolitan Melbourne and 
each sub-region relating to 
housing diversity, supply and 
affordability.
or
Option 37B
Developing a metropolitan 
Housing Strategy that includes a 
Housing Plan which:
Identifies preferred housing 
outcomes (rather than targets);
• Specifies key Victorian and 

local government actions;
• Includes preferred housing 

scenarios for sub-regions and 
defined locations.

Option 38
Introduce a policy statement in 
Plan Melbourne 2016:
• To support population and 

housing growth in defined 
locations

• That acknowledges that 
some areas within defined 
locations will require planning 
protection based on their 
valued character.

Option 39
Clarify the direction to ‘protect 
the suburbs’.

Option 40
Clarify the action to apply the 
Neighbourhood Residential 
Zone to at least 50 per cent of 
residential land by:

Option 40A
Deleting the action and 
replacing it with a direction that 
clarifies how the residential 
zones should be applied to 
respect valued character and 
deliver housing diversity.
or
Option 40B
Retain at least 50 per cent as a 
guide but expand the criteria 
to be applied in variations 
between municipalities.

Option 41
Introduce a policy statement 
in Plan Melbourne 2016 
supporting greyfield renewal 
and investigate planning 
scheme mechanisms to achieve 
coordinated and sustainable 
renewal of established suburbs.

Option 42
Include an action in Plan 
Melbourne 2016 to investigate 
how the building and planning 
system can facilitate housing 
that readily adapts to the 
changing needs of households 
over the life of a dwelling.

Option 43
Affirm that the Minister for 
Planning should be the 
responsible authority for 
social housing planning 
applications recommended by 
the Director of Housing (and 
include definitions of housing 
affordability and social and 
affordable housing in planning 
schemes).

Option 44
Introduce expedited planning 
approvals processes for 
selected social housing 
projects, including modified 
third-party appeal rights.

Option 45A
Consider introducing planning 
tools that mandate or facilitate 
or provide incentives to increase 
social and affordable housing 
supply.

Option 45B
Evaluate the pilot affordable 
housing initiative on land sold 
by government to determine 
whether to extend this to 
other suitable land sold by 
government.

Option 45C
Identify planning scheme 
requirements that could be 
waived or reduced without 
compromising the amenity of 
social and affordable housing 
or neighbouring properties.

A MORE 
RESILIENT AND 
ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SUSTAINABLE 
MELBOURNE 

Considers how the 
planning system might 
contribute to Victoria’s 
response to climate 
change and help protect 
our natural assets.

Option 46
Introduce the Strategic 
Environmental Principles 
in Plan Melbourne 2016 to 
guide implementation of 
environment, climate change 
and water initiatives.

Option 47
In consultation with land and 
emergency management 
authorities, review policy and 
hazard management planning 
tools (such as overlays) to 
ensure the planning system 
responds to climate change 
challenges.

Option 48
Update hazard mapping based 
on the best available climate 
change science and review 
risk management actions to 
promote resilience and avoid 
unacceptable risks.

Option 49
Update the legislative and policy 
framework so the best available 
climate change science and 
data at regional and local 
spatial scales is periodically 
incorporated into the planning 
system.
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Option 50
Incorporate natural hazard 
management criteria into 
Victorian planning schemes 
to improve planning in areas 
exposed to climate change and 
environmental risks.

Option 51
Investigate consideration 
of climate change risks in 
infrastructure planning in the 
land use planning system, 
including consideration of an 
‘infrastructure resilience test’.

Option 52
Strengthen high-priority habitat 
corridors throughout Melbourne 
and its peri-urban areas to 
improve long-term health of 
key flora and fauna habitats.

Option 53
Adopt strategies to encourage:
• Increase of tree canopy, 

vegetated ground cover 
and permeable surfaces 
throughout Melbourne

• Use of Water Sensitive Urban 
Design and irrigation with 
various water sources to cool 
the city by providing water 
features, supporting trees and 
vegetation.

Option 54
Introduce strategies to 
encourage the uptake of green 
roofs, facades and walls, as 
appropriate materials used for 
pavements and buildings with 
low heat-absorption properties.

Option 55
Seek potential lead partners in 
research, property investment 
or government to facilitate 
innovative demonstrations 
projects in greenfield and urban 
renewal precincts.

Option 56A
Investigate opportunities in 
the land use planning system, 
such as strong supporting 
planning policy, to facilitate the 
increased uptake of renewable 
and low-emission energy in 
Melbourne and its peri-urban 
areas.

Option 56B
Strengthen the structure 
planning process to facilitate 
future renewable and low 
emission energy generation 
technologies in greenfield and 
urban renewal precincts.

Option 56C
Strengthen the structure 
planning process to require 
consideration of the costs and 
benefits of renewable or low-
emission energy options across 
a precinct.

Option 57
Support a Victorian Government 
integrated planning and 
building approach to strengthen 
Environmentally Sustainable 
Design, including consideration 
of costs and benefits.

 

NEW PLANNING 
TOOLS

Considers new planning 
tools to achieve the vision 
of Plan Melbourne

Option 58A
Evaluate whether zone(s) 
are needed for National 
Employment Clusters and urban 
renewal areas.
or
Option 58B
Evaluate whether existing 
zones (and overlays), possibly 
with standardised schedule 
templates, can provide effective 
planning frameworks.

Option 59
Evaluate the merits of code 
assessment for multi-unit 
development, taking into account 
the findings from the ‘Better 
Apartments’ process, to either:

Option 59A
Replace ResCode with a 
codified process for multi-unit 
development.
or
Option 59B
Identify ResCode standards that 
can be codified.

IMPLEMENTATION

Details how Plan 
Melbourne can best 
be implemented and 
progress monitored

Option 60
Review the existing Central 
Sub-region boundary to better 
align with the Central City 
planning area.

Option 61
Review and refresh Plan 
Melbourne 2014 actions to 
form the basis of a new ‘rolling’ 
implementation plan.

Option 62
Rationalise and update 
indicators, including addressing 
gaps relating to environment 
and climate change.
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